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RENAI SSANCE: "Beggars and Choosers" - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

I NT. OFFI CER S QUARTERS

Looki ng out the window. Stars rush by. The roomis dimy
[it. In the reflection of the window, we see very little.

After a nmonent, we hear the sound of doors WHOOSHI NG open
At the sane tine, a rectangle of |ight appears at the
doorway's reflection in the w ndow.

A FlI GURE passes through; we cannot tell who it is. The doors
VHOOSH cl osed.

Const ant FOOTSTEPS can be heard in the background. Seconds
|ater, the figure quickly passes in front of the wi ndow W
cannot see who it is, not even nake out a figure.

W hear heavy breat hing.

As we | ook towards the floor, the figure passes by again,
and cones back agai n.

W see only PACI NG FEET.

BLACKNESS

A caption appears: "SEVEN DAYS PRI OR'
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise at warp.

| NT. BRI DGE

TALORA is in the command chair. DQJAR, SUKOTHAI and GUER man
their stations.

Y' LAN stands at the back, watching the various crew with
i nterest.

GUER
W' re approachi ng the Cardassi an
system |'mtaking us out of warp.
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise slows to inmpulse, and in the distance is a
bei ge pl anet: CARDASSI A.

I NT. BRI DGE

Sane as before.
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DQJAR
Onscr een.

The viewscreen is replaced by the i mage of Cardassia, a
swirling beige marble.

Dojar | ooks in awe, and Y'lan watches Dojar with interest.
DQJAR ( CONT' D)

It's been years since |'ve |ast been
to ny home pl anet.

Y' LAN
That's a relatively small anount of
time. | have not been hone in over a

century. |Is being away from hone
stressful for you?

DQJAR
(beat)
It's not stressful. But tonme it's
inmportant to return honme every now
and then. It's an inportant part of

nme.
(beat)
Permi ssion to be relieved, sir.

TALORA
Rel i eved?
DQJAR
(hesitant)
Yes, Commander .
TALORA
Perm ssion denied. Stay at your

station.

A surprised Dojar spins around in his chair and focuses on
his station. Guer shares the expression.

EXT. SPACE

A gi ant beige marble hangs fromthe bl ack sky. The ENTERPRI SE
isinorbit.

CRGCSS (V.0)
Captain's Log, Stardate 78117.9. The
Enterprise is in orbit of Cardassia
Prime, where we are currently filling
in for the USS Mercury, transporting
foodstuffs and nedical supplies to
the surface to feed the hungry
popul ati on.

( MORE)
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CRCSS (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Li eut enant Doj ar has al so requested
sonme extra time to visit his
homewor| d, and | have granted him
access to the transporters so that
he may visit as often as he I|ikes.

I NT. CARGO BAY

G ant containers -- each at |east a dozen feet high, are
stacked in rows in the giant room About a dozen crew are
t aki ng readi ngs, exam ning cargo, and ot her tasks.

In one corner of the bay, GREY is working at a console while
CRCOSS | ooks over his shoul der.

GREY
I"ve located the distribution facility
in Timarra city. W can transport
whenever you give the order, Captain.

CRCSS
Have you done the recalibration yet?

GREY
I ran a full diagnostic this norning,
and | had Chief Ozran tune up the
operation control systens. W had
sone problenms interfacing with the

biofilter, but | installed a previous
nodel and it worked fine, sir.
CROSS

Let's hope the transporters will be
able to handle this big of a | oad.

GREY
We shouldn't run into any problens,
sir. Today's been a good day -- not

many problens with the m x.
Cross' commbadge CHIRPS. He taps it.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Captain, the distribution facility
is standing by. W're in
geosynchronous orbit and ready to
begin the transport.

CRGCSS
Acknow edged, Commander.
(to Gey)
M. Gey, transport the first
cont ai ner.

GREY
Yes, sir.
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Gey's fingers dance over the controls, and in the background,
a container fizzles out of existence.

G ey reads his controls.

GREY ( CONT' D)
The transport was successful.

CRCSS
Good. |I'm sure you can handl e the
rest of the cargo, Lieutenant.

GREY
Yes, sir.

Cross | eaves the cargo bay, and Gey returns to his work.
I NT. CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUQUS

Cross strides down the corridor.

I NT. CROSS S QUARTERS -- CONTI NUOUS

Cross enters the dark quarters, and the lights automatically
cone on. He passes a long, antique table along the wall. On
it stand a few photographs as well as a futuristic |lanp. He
stops, and | ooks at one particul ar photograph. It's of a
famly of four -- two parents and a son and a daughter. He

| ooks at it in contenplation.

EXT. SPACE -- FLASHBACK

A Federation ship EXPLODES into our view, cut into pieces by
a squadron of DOM NI ON WARSHI PS. The two forces clash together
violently.

I NT. CROSS'S QUARTERS
Sanme as before, as Cross renenbers events fromyears before.
I NT. COMVAND CENTER ( FLASHBACK)

A starbase conmmand center, heavily danmaged. Snoke, fire, and
sparks flood the room A young NEIL CRCSS, perhaps ten years
of age, is trying to get his MOTHER s attenti on as she works
to repair damaged equi pnent. These are the nother and son
fromthe photograph.

NEI L
Mom Where's dad? And Julie?

She | ooks at him eye level. There is no easy way for her to
convey the news.

MOTHER
They... they're not coming, Neil.
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I NT. CRCSS' S QUARTERS

Same as before. Cross isn't |ooking at the photograph anynore,
but past it, into sonmething we can't see.

I NT. PRI SON -- DAY ( FLASHBACK)

The sane young NEIL CROSS is just one boy in a prison of
several hundred HUVMANS, BCLI ANS, VULCANS, ANDCRI ANS, and
several other SPECIES. Everyone is in ragged clothing.
CARDASSI ANS and SOLDI ERS are posted at the doors, glaring at

any who dare cone near. A few soldiers nmake their way through
t he crowd.

SOLDI ER
Move al ong!

He shoves Neil out of the way, and into his Mther's arns.

I NT. CROSS'S QUARTERS

Same as before. Cross puts down the photograph and sighs. He
fl ops down on the couch. H's eyes drift to the w ndow, and
CARDASSI A hangs out si de.

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER




RENAI SSANCE: "Beggars and Choosers" - ACT ONE
ACT ONE

FADE | N:

I NT. TALORA' S OFFI CE

TALCORA is sorting through some of her PADDs at her desk. A
CHI ME sounds at the door.

TALORA
Cone in!
The doors WHOOSH open -- it's Lieutenant GUER. He enters.
GUER
Conmander .
TALORA

Li eutenant. At ease.
Quer rel axes.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
What can | do for you?

GUER
| wanted to see you about an
engi neering position.

TALORA
Engi neeri ng?

GUER
Wl |, Commander, | do a lot of that
kind of work in ny job already, and
frankly, I think I'mpretty good at
it.

TALORA
When you were at the Acadeny, you
t ook the navigation track. You' ve
stuck with that for your entire
career.

GUER

Commander, on the |ast Enterprise |
couldn't stop working on the
engi neering systens, and |'ve been
hel ping Lieutenant Grey with the
i ntegrated hel msystens.

(beat)
| do a good job at engineering, and
have plenty of experience in the
field.



RENAI SSANCE: "Beggars and Choosers" - ACT ONE 7.

TALORA
| see. You al so have piloted various
cl asses of ships and out perforned
your peers at every turn.

GUER
Conmmander . .

TALORA
You woul d do better to remain on the
Enterprise, Lieutenant.
D sm ssed.

Guer is taken aback and confused.

GUER
Yes, na'am
He turns and exits.
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise is still in orbit of Cardassia.
I NT. CORRI DOR

GREY strides down the corridor. DQJAR is several feet behind
him and quickens his pace to catch up. He's dressed in
CIVILIAN GARB -- a jacket, shirt, pants, and boots.

DQJ AR
Sir!

G ey sees Dojar, and is surprised at the clothing.

GREY

Li eut enant. Goi ng sonewhere?
DQJAR

Yes, actually...
GREY

(cutting himoff)

Beam ng down to Cardassia |I'l| bet.

DQJAR

["mjust going to visit Timarra Gty.
I have a few friends there.
GREY
I"msure Cardassia's really nice.
You seem excited.

DAJAR
It's not every day | get to go hone.
( MORE)
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DQJAR ( CONT' D)
| haven't even been in the area since
t he handouts started.

GREY
| predict you'll be in for a surprise,
Li eut enant .

DQJAR

No ki dding. Last tinme | was here,
the street was full of honel ess people
and beggars.

GREY
Are you staying |ong?

DAJAR
Not really, I'mjust spending the
afternoon there.

The two stop at a corridor junction.

GREY
Vel |, then, enjoy your trip,
Li eut enant .

DQJAR

Thank you, sir.
The two go off in opposite directions.
| NT. TRANSPORTER ROOM

CH EF OZRAN, a Gorn in uniform is manning the transporter
controls. The doors WHOOSH open, and DQJAR wal ks t hrough
Qzran stands at attention. Dojar steps up to the transporter
pad.

OZRAN
Sir?

DAJAR
Set coordinates to the center of
Timarra Cty, Chief.
Qzran works at the controls for a nonment, then nods to Dojar.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Ener gi ze.

As Ozran's hand slides over the controls, Dojar disappears
in a bluish SH MVER

EXT. CITY STREET -- DAY

An unpaved, dirty, nuddy, street |ined by sagging buil di ngs.
Unat t ended Cardassi an children scanper about.
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Cardassi an adults dressed in rags are everywhere. The road
IS a nonument to poverty.

The occasional alien nmakes his way down the street. A BEGGAR
stops several people as they are wal ki ng.

In the distance, Dojar appears in a bluish SH MVER Heads
turn. He is overwhel ned as he | ooks around him- he is shocked
and horrified.

The BEGGAR approaches DQJAR

BEGGAR
A coin to spare for a poor old man?
A bit of noney for a neal, perhaps?

Doj ar | ooks at the beggar in surprise. He digs through his
pockets, and produces a small gold coin. The beggar is
slightly disappointed, but he snatches it out of Dojar's
hand and scuttles away.

Doj ar stunbles forward, and catches hinself. He approaches
an ol d Cardassi an WOVAN.

DQJ AR
Excuse ne..

VWOVAN
(steely voice)
| don't have any noney.

DQJAR
| don't want noney. |I'm | ooking for
afriend. | think he lives in the
district.
WOVAN
(smling now

What's his nane?

DQJ AR
Simad. Gerrim Si nad.

WOVAN
Cone with ne.

She | eads hi m down the street.

I NT. APARTMENT - DAY

The apartnent is small. Along one wall, a small kitchen of
sorts, and by that, an old table. A bed is in another corner,
and the door on another wall. A high windowlets a little

bit of light in.

SI MAD, a pal e and skinny Cardassi an, putters around, cleaning
t he kitchen counter with a rag.
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A KNOCK on the door

S| MAD
Wo is it?

WOVAN
It's Del esk. Soneone wants to see
you. He clains to be a friend.

S| MAD
Cone in.

DQJAR enters, and DELESK foll ows.
S| MAD ( CONT' D)

(squi nts)
Dojar! Gl Dojar! How nice to see
you!

(to Del esk)

Thank you, Del esk.
Del esk | eaves, shutting the door behind her.

DAJAR
It's good to see you too, Sinad.
How have you been?

SI MAD
Fine. It's been a little rough lately,
but | manage.

DQJAR

Do you still work at the factory?
SI MAD

No, | was fired when the new

managenment took over. How s Starfl eet
been treating you? You a captain
yet ?

DQJAR
No, not yet. I'mstill working on
that. Right now, I'mtactical officer
of the Enterprise.

SI MAD
The Enterprise. |'ve heard that nane
bef or e.
DAJAR
(proudly)
It's the flagship. Mst advanced in
the fleet.
SI MAD

"' minpressed.
( MORE)

10.
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S| MAD ( CONT' D)
(coughs)
So, what brings you here?

DQJAR
The Enterprise is delivering food
supplies to Cardassi a.

Simad gives hima blank ook at first, but his face changes.
just realized what Dojar is talking about.

SI MAD
Ri ght. The aid.

Dojar finally takes a | ook around the apartnent.

DAJAR
Are you sure you're doing OK?

SI MAD
I"'mfine. This isn't the Enterprise
or a hotel or anything, but it's
adequate for one old nan.

DAJAR
One old man who's lost a | ot of
wei ght .

SI MAD
Vell, | suppose |'ve been a little

sick lately. A bug that's going
around, nothing I can't take care
of .

(beat)
Gosh, | haven't seen you in years.
W need to catch up. Now, sit and
tell me about this ship of yours.

Dojar sits reluctantly at the table, and Sinmad joins him
after putting away the rag.

EXT. SPACE
The ENTERPRI SE in orbit of Cardassi a.
I NT. SI CKBAY

ELRI'S is doing a checkup on GUER, who sits on the edge of a
bi obed. She is using a TRI CORDER.

ELRI S
That's it. You're fine, Lieutenant.

GUER
Thanks, Doct or.
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Guer hops off of the bed as he says this, and exits the
Si ckbay. As he wal ks out, TALORA wal ks in.

ELRI' S
Conmmander .

TALORA
Doct or.

ELRI' S
Can | hel p you?

TALORA
I"mvisiting the distribution
facility.

ELRI' S
Onh?

TALORA

I"minterested in the Federation's
aid program It's one-of-a-kind.

ELRI S
Wll, there aren't many other aid
progranms, so | suppose you're right.
(beat)
Can | help you?
TALORA
I'd like you to conme al ong.
ELRI S
Oh. What time did you have in m nd?
TALORA
Meet ne in the transporter roomin
an hour.
ELRI S
["1l be there.

INT. FACILITY OFFI CE -- DAY

A small office of Cardassian architecture. At the desk sits
GARASH, a Cardassian in very formal civilian clothing. A
SECRETARY pokes her head through the door.

SECRETARY
Sir, there's a man out here who wants
to speak to you.

GARASH
Wo is it?
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SECRETARY
Sormet hing |ike Edrik. Maybe Adrik. |
don't renenber

GARASH
Tell himI'mbusy this week.

SECRETARY
There's two nore people, sir...

Gar ash si ghs.

SECRETARY ( CONT' D)
Two wonen, a Ronmul an and a Baj oran.

GARASH

| didn't realize the carnival was

t oday.
SECRETARY

It isn't, sir. They're from Starfl eet.
GARASH

Starfleet?

(beat)

Let themin.

The secretary |eaves, and a nonment later, ELRI'S and TALORA
appear at the door.

GARASH ( CONT' D)
(smling)
Ladi es, how nice to see you bot h!

He extends his hand, and Talora and Elris shake it.

TALORA
I''m Commander Talora, first officer
of the USS Enterprise, and this is
our Chief Medical Oficer, Comrander
Elris.

GARASH
(ranmbling, but jovial)
Enchanted! The Enterprise? This is

new |'msorry ny office is such a
mess - | really didn't have much
noti ce.

TALORA
| apol ogi ze for the inconvenience,
Mster. ..

GARASH

Gar ash.

13.
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TALORA
Garash. W'd like to see the
distribution facility while we're in
orbit.

ELRI S
And | have a few questions about the
medi cal supplies.

GARASH
|"d be delighted to show you our
facilities. | can give you an overvi ew
of the entire operation, if you'd
like.

TALORA
That woul d be great.

GARASH
Cone this way.

They step out of the office.
| NT. CORRI DOR

Garash leads Elris and Tal ora down a wi de and busy corridor.
They stop in front of a wide bay of w ndows, which [ooks in
on a |l arge, squeaky-clean WAREHOUSE ROOM filled with conveyor
belts. Roughly cubic packages, about two feet high, nove

past workers who gradual |y di sassenbl e them and throw the
excess packaging in large barrels.

At the end of the Iine, the packages have become groups of
smal | er packages of various shapes. These nove down a chute
and out of view.

GARASH
This is actually the second stage of
t he process. The containers that are
beamed down contain these units of
food, which are then unpacked here.
The ones you see right now contain
vegetabl e and fruit products, |

bel i eve.
TALORA
How do you keep the place so cl ean?
GARASH
(points towards the
cei ling)

During breaks in processing, when no
food cones through, pipes along the
ceiling release a harm ess gas into

the air.
( MORE)
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GARASH ( CONT' D)
The pol arized particles slowy fal
to the floor and pull the dirt and
dust along with them It settles on
the floor, and are swept away using
pressurized oxygen sweepers.

ELRI S
Fascinating. |'m sure our engi neer
coul d use sonething like that in our
engi ne room

TALORA
In that engine roomit would be waste.

GARASH

It's not exactly needed here either.
have one of the cleanest facilities
in the sector. Shall we nove on?

| NT. APARTMENT
Sane as before.

DQJAR
So, who's Delesk? A lady friend?

SI MAD
| met her through work. And yes,
she's just a friend. And speaki ng of
| adi es, do you have one yet?

DAJAR
(1 aughs)
No, not yet.

SI MAD
What, you? There's got to be plenty
of young wonen on the Enterprise.
Don't tell ne that you don't have
your eye on any of thenf

DQJAR
No, Simad, | don't.
(j oki ng)
Some of those Admirals, though..

The two |augh at the joke. A brief and awkward pause foll ows.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Gosh, | nust have been here for at
| east an hour. Well, it was good
catching up with you, Sinad.

SI MAD
You' re | eavi ng?
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DQJAR
Sorry... | to be back aboard the
Enterpri se.
(beat)
Duti es.
S| MAD

Can you cone around again?

DAJAR
(slightly unconfortable)
I may be able to cone back tonorrow

af t er noon.
S| MAD
(smling)
Pl ease do.

Doj ar taps his conmbadge.

DAJAR
Dojar to Enterprise. One to beam up

QZRAN S COW VA CE
Acknow edged.

Doj ar di sappears in the SH MVER of a TRANSPORTER BEAM
I NT. SI CKBAY

Elris is just sitting down at her desk when Dojar enters.

DQJAR

Doct or!
ELRI' S

Li eutenant. How can | help you?
DQJAR

| need you to visit a friend of mne.
ELRI' S

I"msorry?
DQJAR

H s nane's Si nad.

ELRI S
(confused)
I's there sonmething | should know?

DAJAR
Just bring your medical tricorder.
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ELRI S
Li eut enant, we have very specific
orders with regard to Cardassia. You
know I"mnot allowed to treat anybody
W t hout goi ng through the Cardassian
gover nnent .

DAJAR
You can't treat anybody, Doctor. But
you can scan them can't you?

ELRI S
Sorry, but | can't do that either.

DAJAR
| don't understand why not.

ELRI S
There's a little technicality at
wor k here: doctor-patient
confidentiality. If | break it, what
kind of a doctor am1? Certainly not
the Chief Medical Oficer of the USS
Enterpri se.

DQJAR
I think ny friend is sick, and I'm
requesting a scan. You nust be able

to do that!

ELRI S
I'"msorry, Lieutenant. You're
di sm ssed.

Dojar studies Elris' face. She isn't conpletely behind what
she is saying. Dojar wal ks out of Sickbay.

EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise in orbit of Cardassia.
| NT. READY ROOM

Cross sits at his desk. On it is a small netal box with a
bl ack ring on top.

Along the front are sone controls, and Cross presses one of
these. A tiny holographic MAN in a Starfleet uniform appears
standi ng i nside the black ring.

MAN
Hey, Neil, it's Dad. | want you to
know... that | |ove you very nuch.
You're a great son, you always have

been.
( MORE)
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MAN ( CONT' D)
I know that sone day, you'll be the
best Parrises Squares player in the
Quadrant. |'mso proud of you, son.
A CH ME at the door.
CRCSS

Cone.
Tal ora steps though, carrying a PADD

TALCRA
Capt ai n.

CRCSS
Commander. Wat can | do for you?

TALORA
| have the report on ny visit with
t he Superintendant and...
(sees the hol ogram
Did I cone at a bad tinme?

CROSS
No. I"'mfine. I"mjust...
(beat)
rem ni sci ng.
TALORA

General ly, people remnisce with
others. May | ask who it is?

CRCSS
My father. He was in Starfleet, too.
This was his | atest recording...
bef ore he died.

TALORA
I think I understand how you feel. |
have a simlar recording fromny
el der brother.

CRGCSS
Sonetines | like to | ook at this.
It's the only active holo | have of
him He hated recording them and
this one was recorded six nonths
before he died.

TALORA
(searches for sonething
to say)
I"msure he woul d have been proud to
know that you sit in this office.
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CRCSS
He certainly didn't predict it. |
wanted to go into sports.

Tal ora stands there, speechless. If she's ever been
unconfortable, it's now.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)

(al most to hinself)
He didn't die for any reason, you
know? | heard that he was killed in
cold bl ood by a Cardassi an, his hands
rai sed. He surrendered...

(beat)
I"msorry, Conmander. | didn't nean
to make you unconfortabl e.

TALORA
Quite alright, Captain. My report.

19.

She places the report on the desk. Cross doesn't even gl ance

at it. After a few seconds, she turns and | eaves.
| ooks at the hol ogram we:

END OF ACT ONE

As Cross

FADE QUT.
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ACT TWOD

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise in orbit of Cardassia.

I NT. DQOJAR S QUARTERS

DOJAR sits at his desk, reading a PADD. His face lights up -

he's found sonething inportant in what he's reading. He

gets up and scranbl es out the door, taking the PADD with

hi m

I NT. SI CKBAY

ELRI'S stands at a research table with a young ensign. Various

test tubes are on the table, along with sone scientific

equi pnent. The ensign is running some scans with a TRI CORDER

while Elris works with sone of the equi pment. Dojar enters
wi th the PADD

DQJAR
(excited)
Doct or.
Elris sees Dojar.
ELRI' S
Hel | o agai n.
(to Ensign)
Excuse me, Ensign.
(to Dojar)
In nmy office.

Dojar follows Elris to her office. She sits down at the desk,
and he hands her the PADD

ELRI S (CONT' D)
What's this?

DQJAR
It's the treaty signed by the
Federati on and Cardassia at the end
of the war. Go to Section 12.

ELRI S
(reads the PADD
This is the part about humanitarian
aid for Cardassi a.

DAJAR
In the fourth paragraph, it specifies
that the Federation provides
resources, but the Cardassian

( MORE)
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DQJAR ( CONT' D)
government is responsible for
distributing the aid.

ELRI S
And Federation officials and Starfl eet
personnel can't treat people or
provi de resources W thout first going
t hr ough the gover nnent.

DAJAR
Read a little further, and you'l
see that an analysis is all owed.

Elris puts down the PADD

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
I"mrequesting that you anal yze a
smal | portion of the popul ation.

Elris considers, then stands up.
ELRI S

Meet nme in the transporter room at
the end of the shift.

DQJAR
Thank you!
ELRI S
Now, if you'll excuse | have an

experiment to do.
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise in orbit.
EXT. CATY STREET -- DAY

Same as before. Heads turn again as Elris and Dojar beam
down to the surface.

Elris is certainly surprised upon seeing the poverty. Dojar
isincivilian clothes; Elris is in uniform

DQJAR
Now, he doesn't know that you're
scanning him so be discreet.

ELRI S
(unconfort abl e)
Al right.
DAJAR

And... don't let himknow that you're
a doctor.
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ELRI S
A doctor? | could have sworn | was
just your personal tricorder.
Doj ar doesn't | augh.
| NT. APARTMENT -- DAY

Sane as before, except SIMAD is reading a book in the corner.
A KNOCK on the door...

SI MAD
Cone in!
Dojar and Elris enter.
DAJAR
| brought soneone with nme. | hope
you don't mnd. This is Conmander
Elris.
SI MAD

(smles courteously)
Nice to neet you

ELRI S
Nice to neet you too, Sinmad. Dojar's
told me all about you.

SI MAD
Oh?
(1 ooks at Dojar)
Have a seat.

ELRI S
| can't stay for |ong.

Elris and Dojar sit, and as they speak, Elris pulls out her
TRI CORDER and holds it out of view. She |ooks at Sinmad while
hol ding the tricorder open for a second, and then quietly
folds it up without |ooking at it.

S| MAD
So, Elris, what do you do on the
Enterprise?

DQJAR
She's a science officer. She...
(beat)
St udi es physi ol ogy.

ELRI' S
(gl ares at Doj ar)
Mai nl y new encounters.



RENAI SSANCE: "Beggars and Choosers" - ACT TWD 23.

S| MAD
Oh. Well, you're very lucky to have
a friend in Dojar.

DQJAR
Thank you.

Simad folds his hands on the table. Elris notices a cut near
his el bow. She can only see one end of it - the sleeve covers
nost of it up.

ELRI S

Si mad, you have a cut on your arm
SI MAD

[t's not hing.
ELRI S

No, it |ooks |ike sonething.

Dojar |ooks at the cut. It's near the el bow and the
surroundi ng bl ui sh-brown skin suggests an infection.

DAJAR
How di d you cut yourself?
SI MAD
Oh, | fell and scraped ny arm agai nst
t he counter. Nothing serious.
ELRI S
(I eans forward)
Vell, let me have a | ook.
SI MAD
(slightly exasperated)
I"mfine.
(settles)

I"'mfine. Don't worry about ne. It's
just a mnor cut.

ELRI' S
(settles back into
her chair)

| see.
Simad funbles for small talk.

SI MAD
So, tell me nore about yourself.

EXT. CITY STREET -- DAY

Dojar and Elris wal k out of the building. Again, a few heads
turn.
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DQJ AR
well ?

ELRI S
He's si ck.

DQJ AR

Tell ne nore.

ELRI S
He has Kemet's di sease. The condition
i s exacerbated by an enpty stonmach
whi ch he al so has.

DQJ AR
Is it serious?

ELRI S
It could be, it mght not be. I'd
need to take himto Sickbay to find
out. But that's against our agreenent
w th the Cardassians.

DQJAR
Al right. Thank you.

ELRI S
"' m beam ng back up

At that nmonent, the BEGGAR from before approaches Elris. He
is again clothed in nmere rags, which seemlike even less in
contrast to Elris' uniform

BEGGAR
Food for a beggar?

Dojar digs in his pockets and pulls out a coin. The beggar
snatches it away and scanpers off. Elris |ooks after him
t houghtfully. After a beat, she taps her conmbadge.

ELRI S
One to beam up.

She di sappears in a shimer.

Doj ar wal ks back into the building.
| NT. APARTMENT -- DAY

Sane as before. Dojar enters.

SI MAD
Did she beam up?

DQJAR
( MORE)

Yes.
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DQJAR ( CONT' D)

(beat)
We need to tal k.
S| MAD
About what ?
DQJ AR

Simad... you're getting really thin.
I"mafraid you' re not eating enough.

S| MAD
I'mfine.

DQJAR
You' ve lost a lot of weight. Sinad,
pl ease. Tell me what's going on.

S| MAD
| haven't always been able to get
food, that's all. It's a hard life.
' mdoing pretty well, considering.
DQJAR
Consi deri ng?
S| MAD

[t's not hing.

DQJAR
| realize the aid that cones in isn't
much, but you wouldn't be this thin,
woul d you?

SI MAD
There really isn't nmuch food. |
stopped going to the facility. It
wasn't worth the trip.

DQJAR
I'"mgoing to get you sone food, Simad.

S| MAD
It won't do any good. You'll hardly
get anyt hi ng.

DQJ AR
We'll see about that.

SI MAD
You' re wasting your tine!

DAJAR
And you're wasting away. Please, |et
me try to help.

Simad finally backs down. He sighs.
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SI MAD
If you're going to go, take ny ID
card. You'll need it for the food.
DAJAR

Al right.

Simad hands Dojar a small red card, and Dojar wal ks out the
door .

I NT. TALORA' S OFFI CE

Talora is shuffling PADDS around at her desk. A chinme sounds
at the door.

TALORA
Cone.

It's GUER

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Did you deci de on nedical science
this time?

GUER
No, ma'am But | wanted to request
t hat you consider ne when you find
an opening in Engi neering.

TALORA
| thought you m ght conme back. But
I'"'mafraid we have nore than a ful
staff.

GUER
| know that. | was thinking of a
posi tion on anot her ship.
EXT. NICER CI TY STREET

Doj ar makes his way down anot her Cardassian city street.

This one is nicer -- paved sidewal ks, nicer buildings in
decent repair. There are few peopl e about and those that are
in the street are noderately dressed -- nothing like the

rags from Simad's district.

One one sidewal k is Dojar. He is wal king quickly. He spots a

| arge, building about a half-kilonmeter away, and starts toward
it. Heavy FOOTSTEPS behind him A HAND grasps Dojar by the
shoul der and he spins round to face a PCLI CE OFFI CER

OFFI CER
What are you doing here?

DAJAR
I"msorry?
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OFFI CER
By the | ooks of you, you're not from
around here. Let nme see your |ID

DQJAR
I'"mgoing to get food for a friend.
OFFI CER
(harsher)
| want your |D
DQJAR
| don't have an IDIf you'll let ne
pass, | can get on ny way.
OFFI CER

Alright, you' re comng with ne.

He grasps Dojar's arm Dojar resists.

DQJAR
| haven't done anything wong.

OFFI CER
That's what they all say, isn't it?
Cone on.

DQJAR

My nane is Gil Dojar and I'm Chief
Tactical Oficer of the Federation
Starship Enterprise.

OFFI CER
Yep. That's what the last guy said,
too. You're quite popul ar around
her e.

Dojar wings his armfree and pulls his conmbadge out of his
j acket .

DQJAR
Here's ny insignia. If you don't
bel i eve ne now, believe ne when
say that you'll be sparking an
interstellar incident.

The officer is quite taken aback.

OFFI CER
I"msorry, sir. | didn't know..

DAJAR
| told you, didn't [?

He continues down the street in a huff.



RENAI SSANCE: "Beggars and Choosers" - ACT TWD 28.
I NT. FACILITY ROOM

A longish room wth wi ndows along one wall. An attendant
stands at each w ndow.

Long lines of Cardassians stemfrom each. A door on anot her
wal | . Every few nonents, the person at the front of each
line wal ks anay with a small package - not bigger than a
smal | nedkit.

Near the front of the line stands Dojar. He shifts from foot
to another. He looks as if he's been here a while.

The DOOR opens, and a tall Cardassian man wal ks out. He's
clad in mlitary garb.

He carries a | arge package, about the size of a grocery bag.
Doj ar stares as he wal ks by. Hs attention is caught by
another, simlarly dressed man who cones through the door
with a simlar package.

The door shuts, and Dojar shifts back to his other foot. He
turns to the man behind him

DAJAR
Excuse me, could you tell ne
sonet hi ng?

MAN
What ?

DAJAR

Wiy are there a few people com ng
t hrough there. ..

He points to the door.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Wth so nuch nore food?

VAN
(bitterly)
Those are government officers. Watch
t he next man that cones through.
He' || have a uniform and polished
boot s.

Doj ar turns back around. After a nonent, the door opens again.
Anot her figure wal ks out, with a | arge package of food. He
fits the man's description perfectly.

I NT. FACILITY ROOM

Several mnutes later, Dojar is at the head of the |ine.

ATTENDANT
Your |D?
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Dojar fishes out Simad's red ID card fromhis pocket. The
attendant takes it, studies the picture, and | ooks back up
at Doj ar.

ATTENDANT ( CONT' D)
This isn't you

DQJ AR
It's for a friend, not ne.

ATTENDANT
(eyi ng Doj ar
suspi ci ousl y)
| see.

She swi pes the card through a little machine. After a response
fromthe conputer, she takes a small package out and gives
it to Dojar, also returning the card.

Doj ar takes the package, and opens it.

ATTENDANT ( CONT' D)
Move al ong.
(to next person in
line)
Next !

Doj ar doesn't nove.

DAJAR
Did you know that I'min Starfleet?
On ny ship, a nmeal is usually enough
to fill one's stomach

ATTENDANT
| suppose you're Gil Dojar. C non,
I don't have all day.

DAJAR
Do you know how many times |'ve heard
that? You' re not funny, but you are
m st aken.

Doj ar pulls out his conmbadge, and | ooks questioningly at
t he attendant.

ATTENDANT
(surprised)
| see. Sir, there's a door to your

left. I'"mvery sorry about the m x-
up.
DQJAR
(grunbling)

At least |'m fanpbus around here...
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I NT. WAI TI NG ROOM - - DAY

A desk at one end with a SECOND ATTENDANT seated behind it,
and a row of enpty chairs begging for an occupant. The room

is much nicer than the previous -- cleaner, brighter, well-
furni shed. Several Cardassians -- nany dressed in mlitary
or at least formal clothing -- stand around, chatting idly.

Dojar enters. A few heads turn, but for the nost part, he is
ignored. He wal ks up to the desk, and slaps his commbadge
down on it.

DQJAR
I"m Li eutenant Dojar of the USS
Enterprise. |'ve come to get a nea

for a friend.

SECOND ATTENDANT
Certainly, Lieutenant.

She pulls out a large bag |ike we saw before and hands it to
himwith a smle.

SECOND ATTENDANT ( CONT' D)
Have a good day.

Dojar is already on his way out.
| NT. APARTMENT -- DAY
Dojar arrives with the food.

DAJAR
| brought you this.

Simad | ooks at the food, and al nost conceals his surprise --
and excitenent.

SI MAD
Thank you so rmuch, Dojar. What woul d
| do without you?

DQJAR
Not much, I'mafraid... | had to use
ny Starfleet 1D to get this.

SI MAD
" mnot surprised.

DQJAR
Simad, did you know t hat
mal nouri shment causes Kemet's
di sease?
(beat)
It can be serious, you know.
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S| MAD

(quietly)
How did you find out?

DAJAR
That's not inportant.

S| MAD
It was Elris, wasn't it? She scanned
me with one of your Starfl eet
tricorders.

DQJAR
["msorry, Simad. | was worried. |
wanted to help, and you wouldn't |et
me. The scanning only confirned what
| suspected.

SI MAD
(angry) |
Well, very nice of you to waltz in
here and take charge of things. |
see Starfleet taught you well.

DQJAR
I"myour friend, Sinmad. You can't
even tell nme that your sick?

SI MAD
There was not hing you could do. You
woul d have worried, so | didn't tel
you. It was better that way.

DAJAR
But I'"'msure | could help, in sone
way. You can trust nme, Sinmad.

SI MAD
Apparently, | can't.

DQJAR
Simad... What if | can help you?

SI MAD
(bitter)
| don't think you can. The Cardassi an
government wouldn't allowit.

DAJAR
(angry)
We can work around that! | work on
the Enterprise. My captain is a
di pl omat !

31.



RENAI SSANCE: "Beggars and Choosers" - ACT TWD

SI MAD
(insistent)
Pl ease... don't worry about ne. You

can't help, just keep it off your
mnd. It's better that way, Dojar.

DAJAR
Yes, it's always better, whatever
way you choose. Al ways better.

SI MAD
You can | eave, Dojar.
DQJAR
(angry)
I think I wll.

As Dojar storms out, we...

END OF ACT TWD

32.

FADE QUT.
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise is in orbit of Cardassia.

I NT. CORRI DOR

CRCSS is leading a stately-1ooking Cardassi an wonman,
HAMARRI N, and her bodyguard through the ship.

HAMARRI N
Your engine roomis quite organized.
You run a tight ship.

CRGCSS
Lieutenant Gey is to blane for that,
I"mafraid. Not everything on board
is quite that
(beat)
sterile.

HAMARRI N
He's an efficient leader, | can tell.

CRCSS
(smling)
As a Cardassian, |'msure you can
appreciate that, ma' am

HAMARRI N
As a Cardassi an?

CRCSS
(begi nning to back-
pedal )
Oh, well, the Cardassi an governnent
is renowned for its efficiency.
Starfleet could take a | esson from
you.

HAMARRI N
(forcing a smle)
Yes, I'"'msure it could.
(beat)
What's next on the tour?

I NT. BRI DGE

33.

GOVERNCOR

TALORA is running the nerve center at the nonment, and various

of ficers are manning the stations. Cross, Hamarrin,
guards enter fromthe rear.

TALORA st ands.

and her
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CRCSS
Wl cone to the Bridge, Governor.

HAVARRI N
| mpr essi ve.

CROSS
Governor Hamarrin, this is ny first
of fi cer, Conmander Tal ora.

HAMARRI N
It looks Iike you' re lucky to be
here, Conmmander .

TALORA

(forcing a smle)
| am Governor.

(beat)
This is the control center of the
Enterprise. Flight, operations,
sci ences, weapons, they're al
controlled fromthe Bridge.

CRCSS
And al so security.

HAMARRI N
Li eutenant Dojar is the head of that
departnment, if | recall correctly?

CROSS
Yes. He's not here right now, for
personal reasons, but when he's on
duty he keeps very close tabs on his
security officers. We rarely have
any trouble with them

HAMARRI N
Yes, | would hope so. I'mafraid |
have sone pressing matters on the
surface at the nonment, so if you'l
excuse ne, I'Il return to the
transporter room

Hamarrin exits quickly and her bodyguards follow Talora
turns to Cross.

TALORA
Doj ar woul d be happy to know you
have such a high opinion of his
security procedures.

CRCSS
| was just trying to nake a good
i mpressi on, Commander. That's
i mportant, you know.
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TALORA
Yes, it is.

35.

She | ooks at Cross, and he tries to read her expression.

When he fails, he wal ks toward his ready room

CRCSS
['1'l be in ny ready room Conmander.
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise is still in orbit of Cardassia.

I NT. READY ROOM

CRCSS sits at his desk, working at his conputer

Qut si de the

wi ndow, the | arge beige planet... The door CHI MES.

CRCSS
Cone in.

The doors part, and DQJAR and TALORA enter
DQJAR & TALORA

Capt ai n.
CRGCSS
At ease.
(to Dojar)

You don't | ook so happy. Did your
visit go well?

DAJAR

No. Captain, | have bad news...
CRCSS

(stands)

What happened? How is your friend?
DAJAR

He's sick, but that's not the point.
CRCSS

What is it?
DAJAR

I went to get food for him but to

get a full nmeal, | had to tell them

I was in Starfleet. They treated ne
just like one of their Quls, which
is much better than how they treat
the rest of the popul ation. They get
qui ck service, and plenty of food. |
was stuck with the rest of the
popul ati on.
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CRGSS
And?

DAJAR
Most people are getting a little
bread, maybe sonme fruit sauce or
sonet hi ng. Not nuch nore.

TALORA
It woul d appear that Superintendant
Garash wasn't conpletely honest in
our neeting.

DAJAR
There isn't nuch in the way of nedi cal
aid, either. I1'd like to request

that we send a team of doctors to
the facility.

TALORA
Li eut enant!
CRGCSS
Not yet.
(beat)

| have to speak with Starfleet first.
| don't want to hear about it anynore,
under st ood?

DQJAR
Yes, sir.

CRCSS
D smi ssed, Lieutenant.

Doj ar exits.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Thi s doesn't | ook good, Conmander.

TALORA
Li eutenant Dojar isn't going to help
the situation, either. | hope he
doesn't try to take matters into his
own hands.

CROSS

| doubt he'll do that, but it is
i mportant that he respect the chain
of conmand.

(beat)
I mght need your support on this,
Commander, when we're talking to ny
superi ors.

TALORA
"1l do ny best.
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CROSS
| suppose that's all | can ask, isn't
it?

TALORA
Yes, sir.

CROSS

Thank you, Conmander.

Talora exits. Cross settles back in his chair and thinks for
a monment. He | ooks out at Cardassia again.

He taps his COWBADGE, which CHI RPS.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Cross to Bridge.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Tal ora here.

CRCSS
Send a nessage to Superint endant
Garash. Tell himl'd |like to speak
with himas soon as possible.

TALORA' S COW VO CE
Aye, sir.

CRGCSS
Cross out.

EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise in orbit of Cardassia.
| NT. CORRI DOR

Elris and Dojar wal k briskly down the corridor.

ELRI S
What did he say?

DAJAR
He didn't want to do anything just
yet.

ELRI S

Wl cone to the world of politics --
and Neil Cross.

DAJAR
| asked hi m about sending a nedica
teamto help out at the facility. He
was. .. hesitant about that.
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ELRI S
| can inmagine.

DAJAR
Doctor, you saw what it's |ike out
there, in the streets. W need to
hel p. But he won't listen to nme, and
Conmander Talora's just the same.
Can you go talk to him Doctor?

ELRI S
What nmekes you think he'd listen to
me?

DQJAR
Vell. ..
(beat)
You're his wfe.
ELRI S

(har unphs)
And that neans | have special powers?

DQJ AR
You have his ear. You can influence
hi m

ELRI S
| don't |ike the sound of that.

DAJAR
Wl cone to the world of politics,
Conmander .
| NT. READY ROOM

Cross sits at his desk, with a cup of coffee in one hand. A
CH ME at the door.

Cross sighs.

CRCSS
Cone in!

The doors part, and ELRI S steps in.

ELRI S
Hel | o.

CRCSS
(short)
What is it?
Elris shows a bit of surprise at his rudeness.
CRGOSS ( CONT' D)

( MORE)

I"m..
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CROSS (CONT' D)
(I'ightens up)
["'msorry. It's been a rough few
days.

ELRI S
"1l say.

CRCSS
So, Doctor, what can | do for you?

ELRI S
I'd like to send a nedi cal team down
t o Cardassi a.

Cross stands, takes a swig of coffee.

CRGCSS
| see Dojar got to you
ELRI S
What are you tal king about, Captain?
CRGCSS
He's been asking ne for all sorts of
t hings. ..
ELRI S
Excuse me, but | went down there
nysel f .
CRGCSS
Wy ?
ELRI S

To neet a friend of Dojar's.

CRCSS
So, Dojar got to you.

ELRI S

(angry) _
| believe in some of the sane things
as the rest of the senior staff. You
know -- food, nedicine, things |like
that. | don't think of it as sone
crusade froma fellow crewmte, |
think of it as an issue.

CRGCSS
Alright. I"'msorry.
(beat)
Now, about this nedical teanf
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ELRI S
I"d like to send a nedical team down
to Cardassia, so that they could
hel p nore peopl e.

CRCSS
| believe that goes agai nst our
treaty.

ELRI S
Qur doctors would work in the
facility. They'd al nost be working
for the Cardassian government. |'m
sure they'd love a few nore doctors
on hand.

CRGCSS
I'I'l consider it.
ELRI S
Consi der it?
CRGCSS
(alittle harsh)
Yes, I'll consider it. Dism ssed,
Conmmander .
ELRI S
Are you sure you're alright?
CRGCSS
(sighs)
Yes.

Elris wal ks out.

I NT. MESS HALL

Various crew sit about at the tables.
KI NNAN and ATKI NSON. As they chat,
and approaches.

trio,

Tal ora | eads hi mout the door,

TALORA
(to Guer)
Li eut enant Cuer.

GUER
Yes, Conmmander ?

TALORA
Cone with ne.

share surprised | ooks.

whi | e Ki nnan and At ki nson

40.

At one table sit GQUER

TALCORA enters, spots the
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| NT. CORRI DOR

Tal ora and Guer wal k briskly down the corridor.

TALORA
| talked to a few different captains
for you.

GUER
Anyt hi ng?

TALORA

No, Lieutenant. There just aren't
any open engi neering positions.

Guer frowns, but Talora isn't finished.
TALORA ( CONT' D)

The XO of the Corsica is noving out
in a nonth, and Captain T lavok is

still looking for a replacenent.
GUER

First Oficer?
TALORA

Yes.
GUER

Did you tell himanything?

TALORA
| didn't talk to T'lavok yet, but I
have | ooked over your previous
eval uations and reviewed your file.
Say the word, and I'Il reconmend you
for pronotion.

Quer i s overwhel ned.

GUER
This is...
(beat)
WOW. . .
(beat)
This is really sonething..

TALORA
Yes, Lieutenant, it's something.

GUER
I don't know. Command is a big step

TALORA
You woul d get a pronotion to
Li eut enant Commander .

( MORE)
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
The Corsica is a small ship. You
woul d be nore than capabl e of running
it.

GUER
| still don't know. ..

42.

Tal ora pauses, as if she's not sure whether she shoul d say

what she's thinking.

TALORA
If I may say so, you' d be m ssing
out.
GUER
["1l think about it.
(beat)
Does the Captain know?
TALORA
No.
GUER
Thank you, Commander. | appreciate
it.
TALORA
I think that...

(beat)
It's part of the job.

EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise in orbit of Cardassia.

I NT. BRI DGE

Talora is in the command chair. Dojar is at Tactical,

at Ops.

SUKOTHAI
| have an incom ng hail for the
Captain on an official Cardassian
frequency.

Tal ora taps her conmbadge.

TALORA
Talora to Captain Cross.

CROSS' COwM Vvd CE
Go ahead.

SUKOTHAI
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Cross out.

Tal ora nods to Sukot hai .

TALORA
| believe M. Garash is returning
your call. Should I route it to your
ready roonf

CROSS COwW VA CE
No, I'll take it on the bridge.

CRCSS
(cordial)
Superintendant Garash, |'m Captain
Cross of the Enterprise.

GARASH
Captain, how nice to see you! How
can | hel p you?

CRCSS
Several of ny officers have beaned
down to your facility.

GARASH
Yes, | believe | nmet Commander Tal ora
and Doctor Elris.

CROSS
They' ve noticed sone problenms with
the distribution of the resources
that the Federation provides.

GARASH
There are sonme problens, Captain
But the Cardassian governnent is
taking care of them

CRCSS
| believe the problens m ght be bigger
t han that.

GARASH
(abruptly)
| don't have tine to discuss this.

The screen goes bl ank.

END OF ACT THREE

43.

GARASH appears on the view screen
Seconds |l ater Cross enters the bridge fromthe side.

FADE QUT.
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise is still in orbit of Cardassia.

I NT. DOJAR S QUARTERS

The roomis dark. Alittle bit of light streams in fromthe

wi ndow. CQutside, CARDASSI A hangs fromthe sky. DQJAR st ands

in front of the wi ndow, |ooking at the planet. H's commbadge
CHI RPS.

CRCSS' COW VA CE
Cross to all senior staff. Please
report to the conference room
i mredi ately.

Dojar turns to go.
I NT. CONFERENCE ROOM

CRCSS sits at the head of the table, and TALORA, Y' LAN, ELRIS,
GREY, DQJAR, and QUI NLAN are seated around it.

CROSS
|'ve gotten word back from Starfl eet
Command.

QUI NLAN
That was qui ck

CRCSS
They' ve got a few problens of their
own right now, so they've given ne
full diplomatic powers for the

duration of this mssion. | can
negotiate treaties, act upon them
what ever.

(beat)

As of now, | am Starfl eet Command.
Commander Talora's briefed you al

on the current situation, and | need
your help to nmake this decision.

TALORA
W have three options avail abl e.
First, we can take charge of the
distribution, so that we control who
gets what. Second, we can threaten
not to send aid at all

Several officers |ook up
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
Third, we can choose not to do
anything about it at all. W could
keep sending the aid, and let the
Car dassi an governnment do what they

pl ease

DQJ AR
In other words, we could | ook the
ot her way.

Cross silences himwith a glare.

Y' LAN
How di fficult would that first option
be?

QUI NLAN

That's a big job. W'd have to send
a lot of people in.

TALORA
It is possible to just replace the
adm nistration with Starfl eet people,
and | et Cardassi an personnel do the
actual work.

QUI NLAN
(sarcasm
There's an idea.

DQJAR
A good i dea.

QUI NLAN
| was going to say the opposite,
actually. Wy should we enforce
what we believe on another nation?

After all, Cardassia is a sovereign
nati on.

DQJAR
Not while the Federation is sending
ai d.

QUI NLAN

The political status doesn't matter!
There are hundreds of governnents
that we don't recognize, but we don't
shove the Prime Directive down their
t hr oat s!

DQJAR
But we can't just stand by while
peopl e are starving!

Elris is near the point of sighing again.

45.
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CRCSS
(to Elris)
Doctor, | haven't heard anything out
of you.
ELRI S

I"'mw th Lieutenant Dojar. W have
to take action.

The table is silent for a nonent.

QUI NLAN
(hal f-mnuttering)
['1l bet sonmebody was having this
di scussion a few thousand years ago..

CRCSS
(to Quinlan)

Who did you have in m nd?

QUI NLAN
Just a few Changelings, who had to
deci de whether they should try to
i npose order on a chaotic gal axy.

DQJ AR
You can't conpare the Dom nion to
us. W weren't in chaos, Cardassia
i sl

Again, the table falls silent.

GREY
| suppose we could try the second
opti on.

TALORA
To threaten to halt the aid?

GREY
| don't see why not. Cardassia depends
on us -- we have | everage. W should
use it.

DAJAR

Wiat if we don't have as nuch | everage
as we think we do? Then what?

CRCSS
Al right, Lieutenant. |'ve heard
enough. 1'll see about sending in

facilitators.
Cross turns toward the w ndow.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
D sm ssed.
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The rest of the officers file out, but TALORA stays behind.

TALORA

Sonet hi ng on your m nd, Captain?
CRCSS

Wy ?
TALORA

You' ve been brooding a little lately,
and taking a | ess hands-on role in
the operations of the ship. Call it
a hunch.

(beat)
I s sonet hing bothering you?

CROSS
Not hi ng.
(beat)
Vel |, sonething.

TALORA
A hard deci sion?

CRCSS
Conmander, |'ve nmade hard deci sions
before. 1've even negotiated on the
Federation's behal f before. But
this...
(beat)
this is different.

TALORA
Wy ?

CROSS
I"mnot sure that |I'mconpletely...
(beat)
Unbi ased.

TALORA
Yes, | forgot. The prison.

CRCSS
Maybe | am bi ased agai nst Cardassi a.
Unsynpat hetic. But in a way, they
earned this. They betrayed the Al pha

Quadr ant .
TALORA

Wul d you Iike my opinion?
CRCSS

(smiles slightly)
Way not . ..
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TALORA
The Cardassi ans did betray the rest
of the Al pha Quadrant when they joined
t he Dom nion. But at the end of the
war, they turned on the Dom nion. If
not for them the Dom nion would
have overrun Romul us and eventual ly
t he Federati on.

CRCSS
If they hadn't joined in the first
pl ace, we m ght have won early on
(beat)
Thanks for your help, but... I'd
rather get through this al one.

TALORA
(straightening up)
Yes, Captain.

Tal ora exits.

EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise is still in orbit of Cardassia.
| NT. CORRI DOR

Doj ar anbl es down the corridor, in no particular hurry, but
in a nelancholy nood. Elris appears from behind, catches up,
and mat ches hi s pace.

ELRI S
| forgot to ask before, but how s
Si mad?

DQJAR

He adm tted he had Kemmet's, but he
wasn't to happy about bei ng scanned.

He got angry.
ELRI' S
What did you say when you saw him
agai n?
DQJAR
I haven't seen himyet.
ELRI' S
Real ly? It's been what, three days?
DQJAR
| suppose.
ELRI' S

W won't be in orbit forever.
( MORE)
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ELRI S (CONT' D)
We have to get back to the Klingon
bor der soon.

DQJAR
I know. It's just... Wiy's he so
stubborn? He can't even accept a
little help froma friend.

ELRI S
Sone people have a | ot of pride.

DAJAR
"1l say.
(exasper at ed)
I wish he would |l et ne help, though.

ELRI S
Maybe he woul d.

DAJAR
| f?

ELRI S

If you apol ogi zed to him

DQJ AR
I'"'mnot the one who shoul d be
apol ogi zi ng.

ELRI S

That's probably true.

(beat)
It's funny, though, because if you
di d apol ogi ze, he might actually |et
you hel p.

(beat)
Just a thought, that's all.

As she wal ks off, she | eaves a contenpl ative Dojar behind
her. A noment |ater, Talora passes Dojar in the corridor.

TALORA
Li eut enant .

DQJ AR
Conmmander .

FOLLOW Tal ora as GUER cat ches up.

GUER
Commander! 1'd like to apply for
t he pronoti on.

TALORA
| thought you m ght.
( MORE)
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
One ot her person just put in an
application -- Lieutenant Rugat from
the Valiant. If you do get the
position, | can help you take al
the required tests for the conmand
| evel .

GUER
| guess | could be adm nistering the
tests in a while.

TALORA
You' ve only applied for the position,
Li eutenant. Don't get excited.

GUER
Ri ght, Conmander.

TALORA
You shoul d hear back in a week or
so. W also need to do one ot her
t hi ng.

| NT. READY ROOM
Cross sits at his desk. Talora and CGuer are al so present.

CROSS
You' re | eavi ng?

GUER
Maybe, sir. I've only applied for
the position. First Oficer of the
Corsica, sir.

CRCSS
Oh.
(smles)
Wl |, that's good, Lieutenant. You
deserve a pronotion

GUER
Thank you, sir.
CROSS
Any ot her applicants?
TALORA
One. Not much of a contest, though.
CROSS

Wl |, good luck. | don't know whet her
to hope you get the position,

Li eutenant, if you know what | nean.
You're a hell of a pilot.

50.
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GUER
(beans)
Thank you, sir.
CROSS

D smi ssed, Lieutenant.
Cuer | eaves.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Conmander, you cane at just the right
time. | made ny offer to Cardassia --
the facilitators, that is.

TALORA
How did it go?

CRCSS

They didn't seemto happy about the
facilitators.

(beat)
| spoke to Garash, and he wasn't too
supportive of the idea. As for his
superiors, they probably won't be
ei t her.

TALORA
Cardassi ans val ue their independence.
" mnot surprised.

CRCSS
Neither was |I. The thing is, that
| eaves us with only two options.

I NT. APARTMENT
Simad lies in bed, asleep. A knock cones at the door, but he

doesn't stir. After a nonent, another knock cones and Si nmad
wakes up.

SI MAD

W is it?
DAJAR

It's Dojar.

Simad sits up in bed.
SI MAD

Cone in.
The door opens and Dojar wal ks through.

S| MAD ( CONT' D)
You' re back.
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DQJAR
| think I owe you an apol ogy. For...
butting in.

SI MAD

How about adding |ying about a friend
tothe list? And scanning ne?

DAJAR

Touché.
A nmonment of sil ence.

SI MAD
Apol ogy accept ed.

DAJAR
Thanks, Si mad.

SI MAD
I"d also |ike to apologize. |I didn't
nean to get angry.

DAJAR

That's quite all right.
I NT. BRI DGE

CROSS is in the command chair, with TALORA at his side.

SUKOTHAI, and GQUER all man their stations.

SUKOTHAI
I"mreceiving an incomng transm ssion
from Superintendent Garash

CRCSS

(grimy)
Put 1t onscreen

Garash appears on the viewer.

GARASH
Captain, we've considered your offer

CRCSS
I hope it was satisfactory?

GARASH

It was not.

(beat)
We believe that how Cardassi a
distributes its aid is its own
busi ness.

(sincerely)
['"mvery sorry, Captain.

52.

DQAJAR,
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CROSS
| hope you realize the possible
consequences of that decision.
(a beat, then to
Sukot hai )
End transm ssion.

The vi ewer goes bl ank.
TALORA
(sotto voce)
Tinme for another staff neeting?
CROSS
| don't think so. It's my decision
now.

On Cross' grimexpression, we...

END OF ACT FOUR

53.

FADE QUT.
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ACT FI VE
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise is still in orbit of Cardassia. It is serene
and quiet in the night.

I NT. CORRI DOR

Cross slowy strolls down the corridor. O her crewren pass
him and several address him Everything glides over his
head, and he doesn't notice the other crew

| NT. TURBOLI FT

Cross steps into the turbolift, finding hinmself with GUER
and AGCLI VE.

GUER
(a formality)
Ensi gn.
(to Cross)
Captain, I wanted to talk to you

CRCSS
Not now, Lieutenant.

GUER
Yes, sir.

Cross is on the verge of reprimanding Guer just for
respondi ng, but he restrains hinself. Guer notices, and raises
an eyebrow at Agoli ve.

She sni | es.
CRGCSS
Sonet hing to say, Lieutenant?
GUER
No, sir.
CRGCSS

I didn't think so.

GQuer straightens up, as does Agolive. Their expressions go
bl ank.

The turbolift stops, and Cross exits. Guer and Agolive exhal e.
I NT. CROSS' QUARTERS

Large and nicely furnished. The antique table we saw before,

pl us a bookshelf stands in one corner, with sone ol d-fashi oned
books as well as a few padds. On another wall is a replicator,
a conputer, and a smallish view screen. A sitting area is

by the wi ndows, and nore roons are off to one side.



RENAI SSANCE: " Beggars and Choosers" - ACT FI VE 55.
Qut side the | arge wi ndows, Cardassia watches the silence.

The doors whoosh open and Cross strides in. He wal ks to the
replicator.

CRCSS
Hot chocol ate, touch of mnt.

The hot chocol ate nug naterializes, and Cross takes it. He
blows on it for a second and takes a sip. Satisfied, he seats
hinmself in the sitting area. He is facing Cardassi a.

I NT. BRI DGE

The bridge is calmand serene with the night shift. SUKOTHAI
is in the command chair. Only a few stations are nanned.
TALCRA arrives and wal ks to the conmand chair. She carries a
PADD.

TALORA
Rel i eved, Lieutenant.

SUKOTHAI
Commander ?

TALORA

"1l take the rest of the shift. |
can't sleep

SUKOTHAI
Yes, Conmmander .

Sukot hai exits, and Tal ora picks up the PADD. She begins to
read, but without interest. After a few nonments, she puts
down t he PADD.

I NT. CROSS QUARTERS

Cross now sits on the couch along the wi ndow, wi th Cardassia
to his back. He's not in deep thought, however. He stands,
goes to the replicator, and puts his enpty nug inside.

CRCSS
Refill.

He waits a coupl e seconds, and then pulls out a full nug of
hot chocol ate. As he wal ks out of his quarters, the lights
go out.

| NT. BRI DGE
Sane as before. Cross enters. Tal ora stands.
TALORA

(formally)
Captain on the bridge.
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Cross doesn't say a word. He continues to his ready room
| eaving as quickly and as silently as he came. A confused
Tal ora sits.

| NT. READY ROOM
Cross sits at his desk and taps his conputer.

CRCSS
Conput er, open a subspace channel to
Adm ral Portman...

EXT. READY ROOM

Seconds later. W are | ooking into the roomfrom outside the
w ndows. Cross, cocoa nmug in hand, is talking to his conputer
He pauses, then sets the nug down. He gestures with his hands
and speaks. He pauses again, watching the person on his
conmput er screen. He nods in contenplation, and continues the
conversation

I NT. MESS HALL

DQJAR sits alone at a table near the window. Y LAN enters
the ness hall, spots Dojar, and plops down awkwardly at the
t abl e.

Y' LAN
The Captain is making his decision
now, Li eutenant.

DQJAR
I know.
(beat)
Y lan, how long has it been since
you were hone?

Y' LAN
One hundred and twel ve Earth years.

DQJAR
Do you think that when you return,
it mght be different?

Y' LAN
| doubt that it will be radically
different.
(beat)

It is possible, though, that it could
be conpletely alien to ne. But
unli kel y.

DAJAR
What if you found your hone at war?

Y' LAN
We are not at war.
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DQJAR
Hypot heti cal | y, though..

Y' LAN
It is possible, of course. W are
constantly exploring. Just like in
this area of space, incidents are
bound to spark. Wiy do you ask?

DAJAR
| haven't visited honme since | joined
Starfleet. | guess | expected it to
be the same. | didn't realize it
woul d have gone so far downhill.

Y' LAN
Wien | cane to this quadrant a century
ago, | didn't expect the Federation

to becone what it is today, either.

Y' lan | eaves the table and the ness hall, |eaving the |ast
coment with Dojar.

Dojar's eyes turn to the wi ndow, where Cardassia hangs in
t he sky.

EXT. CITY STREET -- DAY

This is a different street than we saw before. Cross stands
anmong the inpoveri shed masses, seeing firsthand children in
rags and old nmen sitting along in corners, with nothing to
eat. At one end of the street is a wall about ten feet high.
There are no buildings behind it, and | arge Cardassi an
characters are painted on the wall. Cross notices it, and
approaches a VENDOR in the street.

CRGCSS
What ' s beyond that wall?
VENDOR
That's the bonb site.
CRGCSS
Bonmb?
VENDOR
Well, | don't knowif was a bonb or

not. It's fromthe Dom nion War --
you know, twenty-five years ago. |
think the radiation was so bad that
they couldn't get rid of it. If you
go beyond the wall, you'll be

poi soned.

Cross | ooks at the wall.
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CRCSS
How bad was it?

VENDOR
Vell, I"'mno historian, but | hear
it was devastating. It left lots of
peopl e homel ess and hungry -- even

nore dead. W're working on that,
you know, but | think it will still
be a while till we recover.

Cross can only nod in agreenent.
I NT. BRI DGE

Dojar is now at his station. Talora is in the command chair.
Cross enters fromthe rear.

DAJAR
(i medi at el y)
Captain on the bridge!

Al the officers stand at attention, but Cross does not |et
themreturn to their duties.

TALCRA
Capt ai n?

Cross stops at the center of the bridge.

CRCSS
Open a channel to the Cardassi an
gover nment .

Doj ar hesitates, then taps a few controls.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
No, wait. Broadcast. Al official
frequenci es. Audi o and visual .

DAJAR
(beat)
Broadcasting, sir.

CROSS
(sounding official)
This is Captain Cross speaking for
the United Federation of Planets.
(beat)
It has recently come to ny attention
t hat the government of Cardassia has
been distributing the aid provided
by the Federation poorly, in an unfair

manner .
( MORE)
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CRGCSS ( CONT' D)

The Federation is commtted to hel ping
all of Cardassia's citizens, not
just the wealthy or well-connected.
But this conmtment requires the
hel p of the Cardassi an government as
wel | .

(beat)
Until Cardassia adopts and adheres
to a policy of equal distribution,
regardl ess of race, past, or socia
status, the Federation cannot provide
any aid. | am hereby suspending al
hurmani tarian aid to Cardassi a.

He nods to Dojar, who doesn't respond. Cross turns around,
and i ssues the order hinself:

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Conput er, cl ose channel
(turns to Dojar)
I hope you understand ny deci sion,
Li eut enant ?

DOJAR
(hol | ow)

Yes, sir.
Cross sits next to Tal ora.

TALORA
(sotto voce)
You spent a lot of time on that one.

CROSS
(sotto voce)
In the end, there was only one noral
opti on.

TALORA
What did Starfleet have to say?

CRCSS
They back ny deci sion. The Counci
can still block it, but it's unlikely.
(beat)
W1l you back ny decision?

TALORA
Why does that matter?

CRCSS
Maybe it doesn't matter to anyone
else. But it matters to ne.

TALORA
| don't agree with it.

59.
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CRCSS
That's not what | asked.

TALORA
(beat)
I"1l support it.

CRCSS
Thank you, Conmander.

I NT. APARTMENT
Dojar sits at the table with SI MAD

SI MAD
I wish that they didn't have do that.

DAJAR
It wasn't '"they.' It was ny Captain.

S| MAD
It was inevitable.
(a bit of sarcasm
The Federation has to be a noral

soci ety.
DAJAR
' mnot so sure about that.
(beat)
I"mleaving orbit in a few hours.
SI MAD
| see. Well, don't forget about ne.
DAJAR
| won't.
SI MAD
Good.
DAJAR
| don't |ike good-byes.
SI MAD
(al nost | aughi ng)
Nei t her do |
DAJAR
Vell, we'll see each other again,
won't we?
SI MAD
Yeah.
DAJAR

|'ve got to go.
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Doj ar stands, and taps his commbadge.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Dojar to Enterprise. One to beam up

He di sappears in a shimrer, |eaving Simad alone in the
apartnent.

I NT. MESS HALL

Various officers sit at the tables. DQJAR sits alone. On a
screen on the wall, an ANCHOR reads the news.

ANCHOR
(in mddle of report)
and the Anbassador to Kronos has
been recalled tenporarily. Mre on
the situation | ater.
(beat)
On the Cardassian front..

Several heads turn, including Dojar's.

ANCHOR ( CONT' D)
Captain Neil Cross of the Enterprise
Deci ded yesterday to w thdraw
humani tari an aid from Cardassi a due
to unfair distribution. The Federation
Council supported his decision in an
i mpromptu council neeting, telling
the press only that the Federation
is conmmtted to fair distribution of
its humanitarian aid.

Dojar gets up fromthe table as the anchor continues with
the news and | eaves the ness.

I NT. DOJAR S QUARTERS -- CONTI NUOUS

We are | ooking out the window Stars rush by. The roomis
dimy lit. In the reflection of the window, we see very
little.

After a nmonent, we hear the sound of doors WHOOSHI NG open
At the sane tine, a rectangle of |ight appears at the
doorway's reflection in the w ndow.

A FlI GURE passes through -- we cannot tell who it is. The
doors WHOOSH cl osed.

Const ant FOOTSTEPS can be heard in the background. Seconds
| ater, DQJAR passes in front of the w ndow.

Heavy breat hi ng.

Doj ar passes by again, and comes back again. As we | ook
towards the floor, we see only PACI NG FEET.
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Then we nove up to a photograph next to the couch. It is of
Simad and Dojar, younger and smling, probably best friends.
CUT TO

ANOTHER FAM LY PHOTO. A photo of Cross' famly.
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FIVE
THE END
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