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RENAI SSANCE: " Unusual G rcunstances” - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

EXT. SHUTTLECRAFT

The shuttlecraft is in orbit of the Daystrom Planet. During
upconming log, it pulls away fromthe planet and goes to warp.

GREY (V. Q)
Chi ef Engineer's Log, Stardate
78161.7. Returning from Daystrom
Institute Semnar to resune activities
as Chief Engineer of USS Enterprise
NCG 1701-G  End Log.

| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT

Li eutenant ERIK GREY is at the back of the shuttlecraft,
shifting through various PADDs. At the front and manni ng the
controls is NARV OZRAN (as seen in "Beggars and Choosers")
the Gorn transporter chief. Gey is conpletely subnerged in
his work, while Ozran sits apprehensively.

For a few minutes, all we hear is the bleeping of Gey's
PADDs as he shifts over them

OZRAN
(trying to nake
conversati on)
What did you think of Data's speech?

GREY
(irritated, threatening)
Are you trying to hunor nme, Chief?

OZRAN
(def ensi ve)
Not at all.
GREY

Then return to your duties.

Qzran, discouraged, stares blankly through the window. Hi's
panel begins to beep.

OZRAN
Sir...

But before he can finish, the Shuttlecraft shakes. Gey is
thrown to the ground and his PADDS fly everywhere. Ozran is
unaffected, but we see that sonething is wong. Gey grabs
t he door and hoists hinself upright.

GREY
(surprised)
What was that?



RENAI SSANCE: " Unusual Circunstances” - TEASER

Shuttl e shakes violently again.

of ficer, is assum ng command.

Beat .

OZRAN
(voi ce now harsher
nore reptilian)
W were hit by a quantum torpedo!

GREY

I didn't know we can any enem es in

this sector!

OZRAN

We don't, or at |east we shouldn't

have.

GREY
(conmandi ng)
Status report!

OZRAN
(matter-of-factly)
Mai n power offline, reverting to
backups.

GREY
(concer ned)
Who the hell fired on us?

OZRAN
(frustrated)

Two Peregrine fighters, sir. But the

sensors are offline, | can't tel
you any nore than that.

GREY
Can you get it back on line?

OZRAN
In a few hours, maybe.

GREY
Dam. . .

GREY ( CONT' D)
(thinking fast)
Can we send out a distress call?
Sensor buoy? Escape pod? Anything
whi ch could get us in touch with
rei nf orcement s?

OZRAN
We can do none, sir.

W see that G ey,

t he seni or
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G ey paces around the confines of the ship for a nonent and
then he | ooks out into space via the window. A |arge asteroid
haunti ngly passes by, and we can see an idea begin to form
in Gey's head.

GREY

Take us in to that asteroid field.
OZRAN

Sir?
GREY

W may be able to | ose whoever is
attacking us in there. See that
asteroid over there? W coul d obscure
our sensor output by using the polar
interference.

OZRAN
Yes sir, noving us into the asteroid
field, full inpulse.

EXT. SHUTTLECRAFT

W watch the shuttlecraft swerve deep into the asteroid field.
A few of the asteroids dwarf the shuttlecraft, but nost are
smal l er. The shuttle carefully enters orbit of a particularly
| arge one's northern polar region.

| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT
Sane as before.

OZRAN
There. We are in orbit. W should be
uni dentifiable to nbst sensors.

GREY
It's a doubl e edged sword, Chief.
The eneny can't get us, but we can't
get hel p.

G ey ponders the situation for a nonent.

GREY (CONT' D)
What were the | ast known co-ordi nates
of those fighters?

OZRAN
Can't call it up on the conputer
The systemis pretty fried.

GREY

(snappy)
Can you renmenber from when you | ast

saw your readout?
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OZRAN
Vel 1, they where right behind us,
fl anki ng us but for precise
coordinates -- | just can't say.

A tense beat as Grey contenplates this, gauging the
i mpossibility of his situation.

GREY
Wll, this should buy us a few hours
at nost. We better begin repairs.

OZRAN
Agr eed.

G ey picks up a engineering tool and begins to perform
procedures on a panel. They seem|i ke second-nature to him
as if he is performng them unconsciously.

Ozran al so begins work on a panel. It was nore | aborious for
himw th his Gorn physique, which does not go well wth
delicate work. But we can see that Ozran in his years as an
engi neer has adapted to the situation.

He delicately cradles the equipnent |ike alligators cradle
their young in their ferocious maws. Grey has a worried
expression. Afewtinmes, he inhales air as if to speak but
t hen stops hinself.

This goes on for a fewmnutes. Finally, Gey decides to
tal k.

GREY
What | don't get is, those are
Peregrine fighters. They are only
used by the Federation - there's no
record of any person or institution
who was not a nenber using them Wy
did they fire?

Ozran pauses for a nonment considering the situation.
OZRAN
| don't know.
(Beat)
But | don't like the ook of it.
ON OZRAN VE - -
FADE OUT

END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

EXT. ENTERPRI SE

A scenic view of the great ship.

I NT. ENG NEERI NG

ROBERT KI NNAN (from "Beggars and Choosers"”) and the rest of
t he Engineering teanms - BOYLE (from"Aftermath") and CHAMBERS
are deep in work.

GRI L DAJAR wal ks out of a turbolift. Kinnan sees himcom ng
and wal ks over to him

DQJAR
Oh, hello Kinnan. Gey told ne to
make regul ar checks of Engineering
to keep it up to stat.

Kl NNAN
(sarcastically)
How kind of him Cone on, 1'll show
you around.

They nmove from panel to panel. Kinnan indicates each one and
Doj ar nods.

When they reach a particul ar panel, Dojar shakes his head.

DQJAR
(poi nts di sapprovingly)
The Quantum | nduction Core efficiency
has fallen by point zero one percent.

KI NNAN
(protesting)
But that's literally a m nuscule
drop! How would Grey notice sonething
[ike this?

Doj ar pats Kinnan on the back synpathetically.

DQJAR
(knowi ngly)
Trust ne, he'll notice.

Ki nnan sighs and gets out sone Engineering tools, and begins
to work at the various panels.

KI NNAN
(to Boyle)
Ensi gn Boyl e, pass nme that Quantum
Flux Stabilizer!

BOYLE
Yes sir.
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Boyl e takes out a ENG NEERI NG TOOL and hands it to Kinnan.
He continues to work at the panel.

KI NNAN
(to Dojar)
Well, don't just stand there!

DQIAR
I"mnot an Engi neer, sir.

KI NNAN
Maybe not, but we could use an extra
hand. Coul d you keep the contai nnment
field aligned?

DQJAR
Ri ght away.

Doj ar noves off and begins to work on a panel.

Kl NNAN

(si ghi ng)
Thank you.

Ki nnan bends over to work at his own panel.

KI NNAN ( CONT' D)
(wearily, to hinself)
| better get this done soon
(beat)
O the Chief'|ll never let nme hear
the end of it.

I NT. READY ROOM

I nside the Ready Roomis Captain NEIL CROSS. Cross is |ooking
at Admiral THEL fromhis viewer. Thel is an Andorian and

| ooks a lot |ike the Andorian del egate seen in the fourth
Star Trek film

THEL
(i ntroductory)
Capt ai n.

CRCSS
(respondi ng)
Admiral .

THEL
| regret to informyou, Captain, but
radicals fromthe Anti-Tech novenent
attacked your shuttle in orbit above
Daystrom They used two Peregrine
fighters disguised as escorts.

( MORE)
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THEL ( CONT' D)
They noved in the noment G ey beaned
onboard and opened fire on the
shuttlecraft.

A | ook of HORROR on Cross's face.

THEL ( CONT' D)
I't disappeared from our sensors and
was possibly destroyed. The radicals
destroyed their craft nmonents |ater,
and the Anti-tech novenent cl ai ned
responsibility. | am beginning a
search operation Captain, but don't
hol d out any hopes. W' re not
expecting to find anything.

A long silent nonent.

CRCSS
| see. The Enterprise can be there --

THEL
(interrupting)
Captain, | appreciate the offer but
it is inperative that the Enterprise
remain in position to patrol the
Kl'i ngon border.

CRGCSS
Sir?

THEL
There has been a steady escal ation
on the border -- | don't know for

sure yet but we at Starfleet want to
ensure that the border remains
pr ot ect ed.

CRCSS
(irritated)
Wth all due respect sir, there's
half the fleet patrolling the border.
What difference does one ship make?

THEL
It's the Enterprise. If we have the
flagship at the border they'll know
we are serious. | suppose | nust get
underway. Take care Captain.

CRGCSS
But --

Thel's face is replaced by the Federation | ogo. Cross sighs.

After a nmonent of deliberation, he puts hinself on shipw de.
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I NT. SCI ENCE LAB

CRCSS' S COwW VA CE
It is ny sad duty to i nformyou that
Li eutenant Erik Gey, Chief
Engi neer. ..

Y LAN is at the far corner of the Lab. He | ooks up at the
comsystem but he is conpletely unreadabl e.

I NT. BRI DGE

CRCSS' S COwW VA CE
...and Chief Petty Oficer Narv Qzran,
Transporter Chief...

Slight gasp from SUKOTHAI, the Lieutenant manning Ops.

TALORA, curious but not overtly concerned, observes the
others' actions. Dojar is shaky. It's hit himworse than the
ot hers. GUER noves away from his panel and stands to
attention.

I NT. MESS HALL

CROSS S COW VA CE
...are mssing and presuned dead.

W focus on a table where a few ND characters and JENN FER
QUI NLAN are sitting around a table. They hold hands, and al
| ook concerned. The Saurian Bartender HAL pauses in m d-
stride while serving a custoner, and | ooks sol em.

I NT. SI CKBAY

CROSS' S COW VA CE
A search is still ongoing..

Doctor ELRI'S LEA, and assorted NURSES and working in Sickbay.
They pause for a monment, and | ook up.

I NT. ENG NEERI NG
CROSS' S COW VA CE
...but we nust brace ourselves for
t he wor st.

Al the Engineers pause and stand to attention. Assistant
Chi ef Engi neer Kinnan | ooks particularly worried.

EXT. SHUTTLECRAFT
The shuttlecraft in orbit of the asteroid.
Qzran is at his panel, tense. Gey is at the back of the

shuttle, trying to repair the systems. A |light explosion
goes up in Gey's face.
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GREY
There goes the sensors. Pass ne the --

Ozran cuts himoff.

OZRAN
(tired)
...quantum fl ux regul ator.

GREY
(irritated)
| am capabl e of giving the order
nysel f, Chief.

OZRAN
But now that the sensors are busted
it is obvious what your next course

of action will be. | read the manua
too, Sir.
GREY
(orating)

Wth the way Cross runs his ship,
you' d think no-one read the manual .
It's all about half-brained tricks
and wi zardry to him Like some obscure
or little known technol ogy can save
himfrom any situation.

(beat)
It's not Iike that. It's a
predi ct abl e and uni nagi native job,
but the work gets done and the ship
stays intact.

OZRAN
That it is.

G ey |looks at Ozran differently, but in a positive light. W
can see zran is the first to see Gey's side of the argunent.
But Grey being the protocol officer he is, he brushes it
asi de.

GREY
(formal, snappy)
Now where is that quantum fl ux
regul ator?

OZRAN
Comi ng right up.

Qzran fishes through his tool kit, gets the quantum fl ux
regul ator and hands it to Gey.

GREY
You know, Chief, | wonder why soneone
woul d go to the bother of getting

( MORE)
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GREY ( CONT' D)
Peregrine fighters for the sole
pur pose of destroying us. It makes
no sense!

Ozran freezes. A beat of sweat trickles down his face.

GREY (CONT' D)
(concer ned)
Chi ef ?

OZRAN
(slightly distant,
det ached)
It's
(beat)
[t's not hing.

G ey gives hima concerned | ook, but decides not to pry.
EXT. ENTERPRI SE
Sanme as before.

CRGCSS (V.0)
Captain's Log, Stardate 78167.2. The
Endeavor has been providing us with
hourly reports on the search. As
the Admral feared, there has been
no success so far, and Thel maintains
that the possibility of either of ny
officers still being alive is slim
| still maintain that the Enterprise
shoul d join the search, but The
won't have it.

I NT. ENG NEERI NG

Cross enters Engineering, with a preoccupied | ook on his
face. His eyes follow a few of the background engi neers.
This goes on for few m nutes, and then we see Kinnan, who is
now Acting Chief of Engineering, enmerge fromthe el evator
shaft fromthe upper part of Engineering. Kinnan sees Cross
and wal ks over to him

Kl NNAN
Capt ai n.

Cross finally turns to | ook at Kinnan.

CRCSS
Li eutenant. You | ook exhaust ed.

Cross' opinion is quite correct, judging fromthe |ayering
in his eyes and the tired manner he handles hinself, it's
quite likely Kinnan hasn't been asleep or taken a break for
sone tine.
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KI NNAN
W' re working ourselves to the max
down here.
(beat)
It's what he woul d want of us.

Beat .

CRCSS
(sl owy)
| understand. How are those
mai nt enance checks com ng al ong?

Cross' mind is clearly not on the conversation. Kinnan
hesi t at es.

Kl NNAN
(Abstractive)
Vell sir. Vell.
CRGCSS

| see.

Cross | ooks around Engi neering, noting how enpty it feels
wi thout Grey. Even the engineers seemstrained as they go
about their business. H s expression turns to one of worry.

KI NNAN
It hit us hard, sir. Very hard.

CRGCSS
(1 eans cl oser, quiet)
Do they know the chances of Gey's
survival ?

Ki nnan gives a few concerned gl ances at his fellow engineers
right and left.

KI NNAN
They haven't got the statistics, if
that's what you mean. But nost of
t hem have put two and two together.

CRCSS
And how are they coping enotional ly?

Kl NNAN
It's been a tough few hours, sir.
But we're managi ng.
(beat)
W want to be there, sir. At the
sear ch.

CRGCSS
(synpat heti c)
We all want to be there, Lieutenant.
( MORE)
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
(rai ses voice)
Thank you, Lieutenant. Carry on.

Cross turns, gives one nore glance at Engineering, and exits.
| NT. S| CKBAY

Elris is examning a CREWWAN for his check-up. Quinlan is in
t he corner | ooking for sonething through the PADDs. Nurses

are in the room deep in sone formof work. After a few
nonment s:

ELRI S
Crewman, you are free to go.

The Crewran nods and exits.
Elris taps her conmbadge.
ELRIS (CONT' D)
Li eutenant Dojar, report to sickbay
for your annual check-up.

DOJAR S COW VA CE
On nmy way. Dojar out.

Quinlan gets up from whatever she was doi ng and sighs.

ELRI' S
(to Quinlan)
What are you doing here anyway?
QUI NLAN
Leafi ng through nedi cal PADDs.

(beat)
I thought 1'd save you the trouble
and exam ne nyself.

Elris gives her a quizzical |ook. She's not believing one
bit of it.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
It's the annual check-up. In the
next twenty-four hours all the
of ficers on the ship cone through
t he doors of Sickbay!

ELRI' S
And?

QUI NLAN
It's the best way to pick up every
singl e event that's happening on
this ship.
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ELRI S
(cynical)
Don't you actually do work at al
here?
QUI NLAN

Don't look at ne, it was Cross's

idea | would be "Tactical Advisor."
(beat)

Al that means is that | attend staff

nmeetings, and when necessary, | ook

up the scum of the universe.

ELRI' S
| don't recall 'looking up scum a
priority on anyone's list...

QUI NLAN
Exactly. | have to do sonething to

keep nyself occupied, and this is
it.

ELRI S
You' re not nuch help, in Sickbay or
anywhere el se for that matter.

QUI NLAN
Blane Cross. | didn't want to be
here in the first place.

ELRI S
It's so typical of Neil...

They exchange gl ances.

Dojar ENTERS. Elris points to a biobed, the sane one the
crewman was sitting on

ELRI' S (CONT' D)
(to Dojar)
Over here.

Doj ar wal ks over and sits down on the biobed. Elris begins
to scan hi mover

DQJAR
(visibly worried)
I wonder if they're okay.

ELRI S
(focusing on tricorder)
Wonder if who's okay, Lieutenant?

DQJAR
OGzran and G ey.
( MORE)

13.
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DQJAR ( CONT' D)
I wish we were there... just to do
sonet hing, anything, rather than
hang around and wait for a result.
Il wish --

Elris folds up her tricorder.

ELRI S
Your check-up is conplete.

Doj ar nods, still preoccupied, and exits.
Elris taps her conmbadge.

ELRI' S (CONT' D)
Crewman Coon, report for your annua
medi cal check-up

COON' S COW VA CE
I"'mon nmy way. Coon out.

ELRI S
(to Quinlan)
So, what have you picked up standing
around over there?

QUI NLAN

VWll, Dojar is the fourth person in
here you have had for your check-up
in here expressing concern about

G ey and Ozran in just the last ten
m nut es.

ELRI S
(wyly) _
You think | didn't notice?

Qui nl an waves this aside. She's naking another one of her
"statements” and she isn't going to | et anything get

way.
QUI NLAN
My point is it seens |like half the
ship wants to be at the search party.

Elris nods. She knows this all to well.

ELRI S
O nore.

QUI NLAN
And here we are, at the Klingon
border. |I'mno Counselor, but |

know when ship's norale is plumeting
( MORE)

14.

in the
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QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)

(beat)
and this is definitely one of those
times.
ELRI S
(sonber)
It's like it's getting worse by the
hour .
QUI NLAN
Yeah, well I'mnot letting it get
any worse.
Beat .
ELRI S
You don't nean --
QUI NLAN
Yes | nmean. I'mtaking this to the
Capt ai n.
ELRI S
Jen --

Quinlan exits.

15.

Elris sighs as Crewran Coon enters. Elris points to the

sanme bi obed she has done previously.
ELRI S (CONT' D)
(to Coon, distracted)
Over here.
EXT. SHUTTLECRAFT
Sane as when it was | ast seen.

| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT

G ey and Ozran are still at work. Ozran flinches.
doing his work for a nonent.
GREY
(irritated)
Can you stop doing that?
OZRAN
(i ndi gnant)

You try living with an alien organi sm
enmbedded in your chest.

GREY
That continual flinching is extrenely
irritating, Chief.

G ey stops
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OZRAN
And it is also not voluntary. So |
do not see why you are pressing ne
about this.

G ey pauses, as if enbarrassed about what he is to say next.

GREY
(adm tting)
["mtired Chief.
OZRAN
(indifferent)
Oh?
GREY
I'"mthe Chief Engineer. | don't tire,
at all.
(beat)

At least not in front of ny
subor di nat es.

OZRAN
I"msure that very inportant to you
17 but | really don't care about you
| osi ng face.

GREY
care. As Page 12, Paragraph 16 --

OZRAN
(cutting off)
You' ve nade your point.

Qzran returns to his work. Grey does not return to his
repairs, and waits a few seconds before speaking.

GREY
(voi ce raised)
Page 12, Paragraph 16, of Efficient
Command, states: "A Commanding O ficer
nmust al ways nmake a positive exanple
to his subordinates."

Qzran sighs, but decides not to press Grey, not caring enough.
EXT. ENTERPRI SE

The great ship at inpulse.

| NT. READY ROOM

Cross is sitting facing the conmink. Thel is on the screen.
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THEL

(sonber)
W have still had no success in
finding any trace of the shuttle. |
know you want to be there, Captain,
but I am happy to report | have been
able to enlist the help of the
Daystrom Institute, the Vul cans, the
Trill, the Dosi, and nearly every
ship nearby. W expect the search to
be concluded in a few hours, but

we're still doubtful about finding
any survivors.
(a beat)
Forwarding the | atest data to you
now.
CROSS

Thank you, Admiral.
Thel nods.

THEL
Endeavor out.

Thel's face is replaced by the Federation | ogo. W hear a
beep at Cross's door.

CRGCSS
Ent er .

Qui nl an enters.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
Pl ease, sit down.

Qui nl an remai ns standi ng.

QUI NLAN
Captain, we need to join the search
Now.
CRGCSS
Qur nore inmmedi ate concern is the
Kl'i ngons - -
QUI NLAN

(angry, interrupting)
No, it isn't. You can fool your goons
out there, Captain

(rmotions to the bridge)
with that garbage, but not nme. The
Klingon build-up is two sectors away

from herel
( MORE)

17.
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QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
You have your crew investigating
conmets and space dust when you know
they want to make a difference and
try to save their friends!

CRGCSS
(harsh)
["msorry. | have ny orders, and one
nore ship in the search will nake
just as nuch difference as one nore
ship here.

QUI NLAN
(debati ng)

But it's where they want to be! The
pressure of know ng their conrades
are in trouble and they can't help
is unbearable for them If you were
any kind of |eader you' d set a course
for that planet now.

CRGCSS
~ (angry)
D sm ssed.
QUI NLAN
Captain --
_ CRGCSS
(icy)

That wasn't a suggestion, Crewran.
Quinlan gives Cross one |ast defiant glare, and then exits.

Cross | ooks out the window into space, wearing a troubled
expr essi on.

EXT. SHUTTLECRAFT
Sanme as before.
| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT
At the nonent, we see only Qzran.
QZRAN
G ey, pass me that quantum fl ux
regul at or.
Not hi ng.
OZRAN ( CONT' D)

(concer ned)
G ey?

18.



RENAI SSANCE: "Unusual Circunstances” - ACT ONE 19.

W hear a | oud snore. W now | ook at Gey, fast asleep, stil
clutching his tools. Ozran wal ks over and carefully picks up
an engi neering device, trying not to disturb Gey.

Gey rolls over in his sleep and bunps his head on the panel.
GREY

(groggy, yawni ng)
Wha?

G ey stretches and gets up. He starts shaking his head. It's
cl ear he has a headache.

GREY ( CONT' D)
My head. ..

OZRAN
(slightly anused)
You were asl eep.
Menori es suddenly cone flooding back to G ey.
GREY
(enbarrassed)
Uh, yeah it seens | was. So, where
was | ?

Uneasy, Gey picks up the nearest piece of equi pnment and
returns to his work.

W see Qzran open his mouth as if to say sonething, but he
t hen deci des against it and he too returns to his work.

ON OZRAN, VE --
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

EXT. ENTERPRI SE

The great ship at inpulse.

I NT. SI CKBAY

Elris is running a BLEEPI NG MEDI CAL DEVI CE over Ensign
PETERSON, a Security Oficer, who is lying in a biobed.

Elris scans over himfor a few m nutes before fol ding up her
medi cal equi pnment.

ELRI S
Your medi cal check-up is conplete.

PETERSON
Thanks, Doc.

Peterson gets off the biobed, and exits. Elris returns to
her desk and begins putting her equi pment away.

Qui nl an enters.

QUI NLAN
(deadpan)
Lea, we need to talk.

Elris is slightly disturbed by the serious tone of her voice,
it's quite unlike Quinlan. Elris | ooks over at NURSE AGOLI VE,
the only other person in the room

ELRI S
Nurse, do you m nd?

AGOLI VE
Not at all, Doctor.

Agolive EXITS. Elris turns back to Quinlan, and she notions
for her to conme to her office. The two go over. Elris sits
at one side of the table, Quinlan across from her.

ELRI' S
Al right Quinlan, what is this about?
QUI NLAN
The search
Elris sighs slightly.
ELRI' S

(tired)
The Captain won't disobey orders,
wll he?

Qui nl an nods.
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ELRI' S (CONT' D)
| warned you about that before you
even went in there.

QUI NLAN
So what are we going to do about it?
ELRI S
Not hi ng.
QUI NLAN

(trying to get at her)
That doesn't sound like the Elris
Lea | know.

ELRI S
Look, Jen, we can't force the Captain
to violate a direct order. |
understand that this is killing the
crew -- but he has no other choice.
And nei ther do we.

QUI NLAN
(persistent)
So you' re backi ng down?

ELRI S
Look, he's the Captain. | need to
have sonme positive working
relationship with him

QUI NLAN
(still defiant)
| thought you were different, Lea.

| was w ong

Quinlan gets up and storns out. Elris |ooks at the door in
qui et angui sh for a noment, and then returns to her work.

A few nonents |ater she gets up and | eaves and as Agolive
returns.

EXT. SHUTTLECRAFT

G ey and Ozran are still at work. The panel explodes in Gey's
face. More of an exhal e of snoke and |ight burst of
electricity than a huge explosion. Gey closes the panel

soot all over his face. He is frustrated.

GREY
(tired)
There goes the sensors.

G ey turns to Qzran.

GREY (CONT' D)
Any | uck?
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Ozran | ooks up fromhis work. His face is al so bl ackened by
exhaust, but not as nuch as Gey.

OZRAN
Not yet.

Qzran goes back to his work.

GREY
Hopeful Iy, one of these other panels
is still functioning, and | should
be able to continue ny work from
t here.
OZRAN
(pessimstic)
Hopeful |y.

G ey chooses to ignore Ozran's comment. Grey begins to | ook
and exam ne the remaining panels in the shuttlecraft. He
tries to open themone by one, but they are all closed tight.
After a nore times, he tries to open one, but it expl odes,
far nore violently than the |ight explosion earlier.

Gey falls back in agony, and we can see his hand is VERY
BLOCDY i ndeed. Grey YELLS in pain, and STRETCHES QUT on the
floor, ROLLING back and forth. Ozran BOLTS back from his
wor k, and opens a panel to the rear of the shuttle entitled
"MED KIT." He pulls out nedical instrunments and runs them
over Grey's hand.

QZRAN ( CONT' D)
(frantic)
St eady, damm it!

G ey continues to ROLL, until Ozran grips Grey's chest with
his Gorn strength and holds himstill. He begins to run a
medi cal instrument over Gey's hand, which we can clearly
see has a piece of netal driven right through it.

QZRAN ( CONT' D)
(informative)
"Il be able to heal the pain, but
that piece of netal is too deeply
enbedded for ne to get it out. W'l
need to get you to a sickbay before
we can do that.

Qzran uses a hypo spray to inject something and Gey lies
peaceful ly now that he is no longer in pain. QGzran waps a
white cloth around Grey's hand.

QZRAN ((CONT' D)
I wouldn't recomrend working with
that hand for a while.
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GREY

- ACT TWO

For an engi neer you certainly know a

| ot about nedicine.

QZRAN
One of ny | ast
(anger tinged with
sadness)
"hosts" was a doctor.

GREY
| see.

OZRAN
Now, you just lie there. I’
t he work

GREY

But I'mthe Chief Engineer!
OZRAN
(nmock i nstance)
"Doctor's Orders.”

Gey isirritated at Ozran's attenpt

It isn'"t long before it too explodes in his face.

enmerges fromthe panel.

GREY
There goes the work.

OZRAN
Any bright ideas?

G ey thinks for a nonent.

GREY
Try the remaining panels.
one of themstill works.
OZRAN

When you tried that, you n
your hand bl own of f.

GREY
True, but it's the only op
have | eft.

Ozran considers this for a nonment. He then bends down to

'l finish

at hunor,

Per haps

early got

tion we

G ey and places his nedical kit beside Gey.

OZRAN
Alright, but if one of tho
bl ows up, use this

( MORE)

se panel s

23.

|'i es down.
Ozran goes back to his panel and begi ns working again.
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QZRAN ( CONT' D)

(he points to a nedica

devi ce)
To heal whatever wounds | have. If
that doesn't work, inject ne with
this

(he points to a

hypospr ay)
Under st and?

G ey nods.

Qzran gets back up. He tries to open each of the remaining
panels, with considerably nore care then Gey's earlier
attenpt, but they are all fused shut.

OZRAN ( CONT' D)
There goes our |ast option.

There is a silence as the two nen think. Grey is the one who
finally breaks the ice.

GREY
You know, | never expected to die
like this.
OZRAN
No one di es how they expect.
(beat)

No one |ives how they expect, either.

Both G ey and Ozran reflect for a few nonments. Once again,
it is Gey who speaks.

GREY
Do ne a favor, Ozran. Call me "sir."
OZRAN
(surprised)
"Sir?"
GREY
We are still on duty, and you haven't

called me "sir" or "Lieutenant" since
we entered the asteroid field.

Qzran considers the request a little odd, but decides to
honor it.

OZRAN
Yes, sir.

Ozran begi ns heavy thinking, and is deeply concerned about
sonmet hing. Grey | ooks at him concerned.

GREY
VWhat ?
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OZRAN is still deep in thought. He begins to perspire.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Chi ef ?

OZRAN
(sl owy)
There is sonething | need to tel
you, Sir.

EXT. ENTERPRI SE
The great ship at inpulse.
I NT. M SSI ON OPERATI ONS

It's now a hive of activity, conpared to its relative
sparseness earlier. Ensigns and crewren are scurrying about,
| ooki ng over the readouts fromthe search. W can see a 3D
map of the area on the wall as around six of the officers
study it, one of whomis Sukothai.

A few officers are studying smaller, 2D readouts. Qhers are
in the corner view ng PADDS

26 It's clear despite the fact the Enterprise has been ordered
to stay across the Klingon Border, that studying the | atest
reports of the search has becone the secondary m ssion

Sukot hai wal ks away fromthe 3-D readout. She goes over to a
desk where there is a stack of PADDS. She goes through the
PADDS and pi cks one, and then wal ks out of the room

I NT. SCI ENCE LAB

Y lan is sitting in the science |ab, unreadable as al ways.

The science |ab | ooks |ike many "key" scientific devices
have been renoved and replaced with strange Q tam ones.

Li eut enant Sukot hai enters the room and approaches Y' | an
with the PADD, the one seen earlier

SUKOTHAI
Here is the latest report fromthe
rescue m ssion.

Y' LAN
Thank you, Lieutenant.

Li eut enant Sukot hai exits.

Y |l an begins to routinely scan the data wwth a Q tam "sensor
tabl e" or advanced Qtam apparatus of some sort.

I NT. READY ROOM

Cross is facing the commink. Thel is on the viewer.
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CRGCSS
(lost all hope)
Any sign of thenf

THEL
(sonber)
Not a thing. Not even w eckage..

CRCSS
(clutching at straws)
No wr eckage?

Thel is slightly peeved at being interrupted, but he responds
to Cross's hasty comment.

THEL
W weren't able to get a good scan
on the Anti-Tech fighters before
they self-destructed. It's quite
possi bl e that they had a weapon whi ch
tore apart the shuttlecraft on the
nol ecul ar | evel, rendering any debris
unrecogni zabl e. Possessi on of such
a weapon woul d al so explain their
sel f-destruct.

CRCSS
(crestfallen)
| see.
THEL

(nmovi ng on)
W have scanned nearly the entire
system Everyone in the system has
been quite hel pful and informative
in the effort, but we still couldn't
find them | amforced to officially
end the search in one hour.

CROSS

At | east you tried.
THEL

But it wasn't enough.

(Beat)
Endeavor out.

Thel's face is replaced by the Federation | ogo.

Cross turns his chair to face his wi ndow, and | ooks out at
the stars. He is very disturbed, and it isn't until this
point that it really hits himthat he may never see Gey or
Ozran agai n.

A single tear trickles down his cheek. He quickly brushes it
aside. He is the Captain, he sinply can't show any weakness.
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A BEEP at his door. Too deep in thought, he doesn't notice
it. The beep sounds again, nore persistent than |ast.

CRCSS
Cone in.

Elris enters. Cross swings his chair around to face her

CROSS (CONT' D)
Doctor. What can | do for you?

ELRI S
We should join the search, sir. Now.

CROSS
(realizing)
You're in | eague with Quinlan, aren't
you?

ELRI' S
No, sir. But | do believe that it is
the right thing to do, sir.

Cross sighs and rubs his tenples. It has been a very stressful
day.

CRGCSS

The search will be over in one hour.
There's no point in joining now,
especially considering that we'd be
di sobeyi ng a direct order.

(beat)
Elris, | synpathize -- | tried to
make Thel reverse those orders nyself
but he wouldn't have it. And sitting
around here on the damm Kl i ngon border
is hurting nme just as nuch as everyone
else. But this isn't an order which
i s unacceptable. W are usel ess over
here but we'd be equally usel ess
over there. Troubled mnds isn't a
good enough reason for nutiny.

ELRI S
Captain --

CRCSS
You' re di sm ssed.

Elris would Iike to debate the point further, but she knows
that's the best she will get out of him She EXI TS.

Cross turns to face the stars again, visibly troubl ed.
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I NT. SCI ENCE LAB

Y lan is deep into using his device, which is very strange
and alien indeed. The device is emtting "confirmng" colors,
which are red, green, blue, red, green, blue, in this order.

The colors are quite literally bathing the room Positive
beeps back the colors up.

After a few mnutes of this, we get blue, yellow, and a
negati ve beep. Y' lan presses a few buttons and checks this
negative beep.

A three-di mensi onal inmage appeared of the Daystrom System
showi ng the planets, stellar phenonena, and the ships which
were there when this sensor sweep was nmade. The 3-D i nage
then focuses on the asteroid field just beyond the Earth-

i ke Daystrom pl anet.

A section of the asteroid field is flashing yellow. Y Ilan
presses a few buttons and the yell ow vani shes and is repl aced
by a shuttlecraft. Y lan then turns off his apparatus and
exits.
ON THE TURNED OFF ALI EN DEVI CE, VE --

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE
| NT. READY ROOM

Sanme as before. The door bl eeps.

CRGCSS
(di stracted)
Cone in.
Y'lan enters.
Y' LAN
Captain, | think you'll want to see

this.

Curious, Cross turns his chair around and Y'lan hands Cross
a PADD. Cross presses it, and he sees a sonething simlar to
Ylan's 3-D readout. He nmulls over it for a nonent.

CRCSS
If I read this correctly, Y lan,
soneone defl ected the shuttlecraft's
signature and the rescue team were
therefore unable to find it.

Cross | ooks up at Y'lan, confused.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
How di d you di scover this?

Y' LAN
Soneone i s confusing the sensors of
t he search ships, cloaking the shuttle

if you wll. Qtam sensors can easily
break through this.
CRCSS

Vell, | doubt G ey would cloak the
shuttle, especially if he's in
troubl e

Y' LAN
He hasn't. The cl oak has been
projected fromone of these ships.

Y' lan points to the rescue ships.

CRGCSS
But the shuttle was fired on by ships
of the
(realizing)
Anti - Tech. .
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Y' LAN
(conti nui ng)
Wul dn't the Anti-Tech have gone for
one of the bigger targets? The T Shara
had over a hundred of the top Vul can
scientists and was just as well arned
as that shuttle.

CRCSS
| guess that just didn't occur to
ne. ..

Cross begins | ooks very somnber.

CROSS ( CONT' D)

(quietly)
Can you determ ne which ship is using

this device?

Y' LAN
can. It's the --

| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT

OZRAN
-- Trill.

The shuttle's interior is the sanme as before.
GREY

(di sbel i evi ng)
The Trill fired on us? Wy?

OZRAN
(sigh)
My very existence as a joined entity
contradicts what the Trill has been

told for years about joined Trill.
Normal |y, ten percent of the Tril
31 popul ation can be joined. The
fact that a Gorn was successfully
joined contradicts this age-old
theorem And the Trill Synbiosis
Comm ssi on does not want this nade
public.

(flinch, beat)
Though 1'd hardly say |I'm stable.
Ei t her way, they want nme dead.

GREY
So they just blast you out of the
sky.
OZRAN
(bitterly)

Just another reason for nme to hate
bei ng j oi ned.
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GREY
Why haven't you ever spoken about
this? Wy didn't you tell me sooner?

OZRAN
Because there was still a hope of
escaping. And if it ever got out, |
woul d be signing by own death warrant.

(pause)
It looks Iike | amgoing to die
anyway.
GREY
It seens so.

EXT. ASTERO D FI ELD
Not far fromthe Asteroid field, we see the searching fleet.

The Sovereign C ass Endeavor is spearheadi ng the expedition,
noving at a very slow inpulse, surrounded by a flotilla of
frigates and science ships, all spread out across the field.

One of themis very nmenacing looking. It's a frigate of Tril
design, but nodified and arned to the teeth with weapons.
It's Ii ke every possible nook and cranny in the design has a
torpedo | auncher or a phaser bank.

It is the flagship of the Trill Synbiosis Conmm ssion, the
S.S. (dan

| NT. ODAN BRI DGE

There are various Trill manning their stations. The bridge
is smaller than the Enterprise's bridge, and with no aesthetic
pl easures.

Cranped and utilitarian, 25th century giznos in place only
where necessary. Sitting in the "Captain's chair"” is NARLAN
REX, a sharp, gruff looking mlitary man to which a scow is
t he expression of choice.

THEL' S COW VO CE

This is Admral Thel of the Endeavor.
| thank you for your efforts, but
unfortunately we have now scanned
the entire radius with no sign of
the shuttlecraft. W can only assune
the worst. Thank you for your co-
operation. | cannot begin to express
ny gratitude. Thel out.

A thin, vicious smle spreads across Rex's face after hearing
the nessage. Wth an unconprom sing manner, he swivels his
chair around to face the ship's SCI ENCE OFFI CER
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REX
(conci se)
Sci ences, do we still have the
| ocation of the shuttle?

SCl ENCE OFFI CER
Yes sir. She never noved.

REX
(demandi ng)
Are there still life signs onboard
the shuttle?

SCl ENCE OFFI CER
Yes sir.

Rex swivels his chair slightly away fromthe Science Oficer
but not to its original forward position. He nulls over his
options for a nonent, but only for a nonent. Then he turns
back to his original position facing the viewscreen.

REX
(conmandi ng)

Are our next two automated Peregrine
fighters ready?

The Hel nenman works at hi s consol e.

HEL MSVAN
Yes sir. The Peregrine fighters are
in position at the north pole of the
Daystrom Pl anet .

REX
Sci ences, activate the fake life
sign signals on those shi ps.

SCl ENCE OFFI CER
Yes sir.

REX
Good. Hel nsman, standby to activate
the fighters and have them head
straight for the shuttle, destroy it
and then go for the asteroid.
Sci ences, informnme the nonent al
t he search ships are out of range.

SCl ENCE OFFI CER / HELNMSMAN
Yes sir.

REX ( CONT' D)
Very well. Now, here is what we do...
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EXT. ENTERPRI SE

The great ship at inpulse.

| NT. BRI DGE

The bridge crew are tense and focused. Al the senior officers
are at their posts. Y lan is also on the bridge, standing

just left of the Operations Panel which is manned by Sukot hai .
He is deep in thought.

GUER
W have entered quantum sli pstream
Capt ai n.

CRGCSS

(di stracted)
Thank you, Lieutenant.
(beat)
Doj ar, can you raise the Endeavor?

Dojar taps at his panel for a few seconds to attenpt this.
DAJAR

No, sir. The Quantum Slipstream Drive
is interfering.

CRCSS
(optimstically)
Vell, I'd rather be there on tine
and alert themlater than never get

there at all.

A pause. Everyone is quite preoccupied with their own
feelings. Talora, however, is not, and rekindles the fire of
conversation

TALORA
The vanity of Starfleet. The Ronul an
Star Navy woul d never risk the
flagship for two crew nenbers. It's
ridi cul ous!

CRGCSS
(annoyed)
And what do you suppose we shoul d do
i nst ead?
TALORA
Leave themto die, of course. I'm

sure Starfleet could find quite
accept abl e repl acenents.

DQJAR
May | respectfully remnd the
Commander that what we are dealing
( MORE)
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DQJAR ( CONT' D)
with here is a highly dangerous
internal threat to the Federation.
We cannot ignore it.

Judging from Cross's expression, he didn't want nor need
this help.

TALORA
(irritated)
| retract ny statenent.

Y' LAN
Captain, shall | renodul ate your
sensors to be able to pierce the
cloak I told you about?

CRCSS
Yes, Y'lan. | would |ike that.

Y' | an approaches the Operations Panel. Sukothai steps aside.

Y' LAN
Renodul ati ng now.

Y lan rapidly types a | ong and conplex pattern into the panel.
Sukot hai | ooks over his shoulder wth silent awe.

EXT. SHUTTLECRAFT
Sane as before.
| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT

G ey and Ozran are against a corner, waiting for their doom
Ozran begi ns nmunbl i ng.

GREY
What was that?

OZRAN
| said, "Those who have passed before
me into the sky, greet nme, for |
approach you."
(beat)
It's the Gorn hym prior to death.

GREY
You don't strike nme as the religious
t ype.

OZRAN

Then you have poor perceptions. Al
Gorn are religious.

G ey considers this. There is a | ong pause.
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There is another pause. Few if any words need to be spoken

GREY
(quietly, softly)
| don't have a religion

OZRAN
Then what do you think happens after
deat h?

GREY
We die, and then cease to exi st.
OZRAN
What a wast e.
GREY
(quietly)

Maybe. But the Universe is a wastefu
pl ace.

now, as they cone to the end.

G ey nods.

OZRAN
You are reconsidering, aren't you?

GREY
(uncertain)
It's just that, that...

(beat)
Not hi ng makes sense anynore Chief.
None of it. |'ve always been so

sure of what's going to happen next,
but now -- now I sinply don't know.

OZRAN
(synpat heti c)
You are scared of the uncertainty of
t he voi d?

GREY

(confi di ng)
|"ve been in near-death situations
before, but 1've never felt Iike
this.

(beat)
| suppose, then, | didn't have tine
tothink it over. Maybe those who
die quickly are the lucky ones, they
don't have tine to think about it.

G ey sighs. No nore words need to be said.

EXT. ODAN
The Trill

starshi p appears once nore.

35.
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| NT. ODAN BRI DGE
Sane as before.

SCl ENCE OFFI CER
Sir, the Dosi Frigate is now out of
sensor range.

REX
(urgent)
Good. Now Hel m

HEL VBVAN
Yes sir.

COVMUNI CATI ONS OFFI CER
We are being hail ed.

_REX
On central viewer.

36.

Sanme as before. The face of BRUCE MADDOX, who has aged greatly

since we saw himlast on TNG is clearly visible on the

Vi ewscr een

MADDOX
This is Bruce Maddox of Daystrom
Pl anet! W have detected two nore
fighters bearing the markings of the
Anti-Tech nmovenent. Qur frigates and
sci ence vessel s have no weaponry --
we beg you to assist!

REX
W' || pursue them Cdan out.

The vi sage of Maddox i mmedi ately vani shes, replaced by the

famliar sea of space.

REX ( CONT' D)
Hel m pursuit course but nake sure
the fighters stay out of our weapons
range.

HEL VSVAN
Yes, sir.

REX
Switch main viewer to the data from
the | ead fighter.

The i mage changes to the dense asteroid field. W see inmages

transmtted fromthe |ead fighter.

The images are an endless array of asteroids. After a few

nonents, the shuttle cones into view
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REX ( CONT' D)
(fatalistic)
Weapons, have both fighters |ock al
weapons on the shuttle.

WEAPONS OFFI CER
Yes sir.

Beat .

HEL VSIVAN
The fighters are entering weapons
range.

REX
(biting)
Firel

ON REX' S BLOOD LUSTFUL EXPRESSI ON, WE

END OF ACT THREE

37.

FADE QUT.
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ACT FOUR

EXT. ENTERPRI SE

The great ship at quantum slipstream

| NT. BRI DGE

Sane as before. Y lan is now right next to Sukothai, who has
returned to manning the Operations Panel.

GUER
Droppi ng out of quantum slipstream
sir.

CRCSS

Set a course directly for the shuttle,
maxi mum i nmpul se!

GUER
Aye.

SUKOTHAI
Captain, there are two Peregrine
class fighters firing at the shuttle!

Y' lan's hand cones down on the operations panel and does a
rapi d successi on of novenents over it. In just a nonent he
is finished.

CRGCSS
(surprised)
Y' | an?

Y' | an backs off, Sukothai returns to her readings.

SUKOTHAI
Captain, all the torpedoes and phaser
shots fromthe fighters are veering
away fromthe shuttle.

CRCSS
What type of Qtam nagic was that
this tinme, Y |lan?

Y' LAN
Not hi ng so conplicated, Captain.
Merely a | ong range code projected
to the torpedoes to scranble their
targeting scanners.

CRCSS
Ri ght.

SUKOTHAI
Captain, they are rechargi ng weapons!
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CRCSS
Dojar, hail the Trill ship.
DQJAR
Yes sir.
(beat)

They are respondi ng.
The screen changes from space to the face of Narlan Rex.

REX
(very well feigned
her oi sm
Captain! It's good to see you. The
Anti-Tech were trying to attack
Daystrom but we have forced t hem
into the asteroid field!

CRGCSS
Don't play fool with nme, Rex. | can
see through that little cloak of
yours, and | know those are your
fighters.

REX
(out raged)
How dare you inply...

CROSS
| have all the sensor data on the
subject right here, pointing
undeni ably at you. Now stand down
and let ne get...

Rex deci des he can't feign any innocence with Cross any
| onger.

Rex's face vani shes, replaced by the screen.

SUKOTHAI
Captain, they are firing again at
the shuttl e!
(beat)
| have redirected the weapons, sir.

CROSS _ _
Guer, nove us in, maxi mum i npul se!

Dojar, fire all weapons at the fighters the nonment we are in
range.

DOJAR AND GUER
Aye Capt ai n.
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EXT. SHUTTLE

The shuttle is the same as before, but the nenacing Trill
Starship Odan is not far off fromit.

I NT. SHUTTLE

Sanme as before. Ship shakes lightly.

OZRAN
The turbul ence is definitively picking
up now.
GREY
(clarifying)

That wasn't turbul ence. That was
weapons fire.

OZRAN
(surprised)
Afire fight? Here?

GREY
Look!

G ey points at the front wwndow. In a distant sil houette is
the Trill starship, a bulky and om nous shape on the horizon.
Much nearer and of nore inmediate concern is tw fighters
soaring right at the shuttle, much closer to view

OZRAN
(nmotioning to the
di stant ship)
That's the flagship of the Tril
Synbi osi s Commi ssion. The S.S. (Odan

GREY
(surprised)
They want you dead so nuch they send
out the flagship?

OZRAN
(bitterly)
They wll do anything to keep the
peace.
GREY

(sarcastically)
You don't say?

EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise races towards the Trill starship Cdan.
I NT. BRI DGE

Sane as before.
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CROSS
Guer, when will we be in range?

GUER
Four m nutes, Captain.

SUKOTHAI
The fighters have stopped charging
t hei r weapons.

CROSS
Only because we can nullify those.
Mark my words, they're up to
sonet hi ng.

SUKOTHAI
Captain, the lead fighter is charging
a tractor beam

CRGCSS
Y | an?

Y' | an shakes hi s head.
CRCSS ( CONT' D)

Dojar, will we be in weapons range
bef ore they charge the beanf

DAJAR
Negative. They will have the beam
charged before we get there.

Cross thinks fast. He's running out of time, and options.

CRGCSS
Guer, warp one!
GUER
(surprised)
Sir?
CRGCSS
(urgent)
Do it!
GUER
Yes sir! Warp one!
CRGCSS

On nmy mark Guer, drop out of warp.
Doj ar, on the same mark, open fire
on those fighters!

GUER AND DQOJAR
Yes sir!

A tense nmonent, and then finally:

41.
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CRCSS
Mar k!

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise drops out of warp, at the sane tinme as the

| ead fighter engages the tractor beam The tractor beam

| atches onto the shuttlecraft, and the Enterprise rel eases a
vol | ey of quantum tor pedoes.

The fighter's tractor beamthrows the shuttle towards the
asteroid. Then the torpedoes inpact on both fighters, and
t hey EXPLODE.

| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT

G ey and Ozran sit at the back at the shuttlecraft as the
stars whir about them

OZRAN

(queasy)
I'mfeeling dizzy.

GREY
Feel thankful we still have interna
danmpers or we'd be all over the place.

Ozran | ooks sick. He npbans a bhit.

OZRAN
["mstill dizzy.

The mass of the asteroid now fills the wi ndows as they plumet
down.

GREY

(grimy)
You won't for |ong.

| NT. ODAN BRI DGE
Sane as before.
REX

(bitter)
Status report!

SCl ENCE OFFI CER
The fighters are both destroyed. W
have no ot her backups!

REX
(t hi nki ng)
We are in over our heads! Hel nsman,
pl ot a course back to Trill, maxi num

warp and sensor scranbl ed!
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HEL VSMVAN
But sir, what of Ozran?

REX
(grimsatisfaction)
He will burn up in the atnosphere.

HEL MSAN
And if he doesn't?

REX

(cryptically)
| have sone..

(beat)
arrangenents just in case.

HEL SVAN
Yes sir.

| NT. BRI DGE
Sane as before.

SUKOTHAI
Captain, the Trill starship has gone
to warp!

CROSS
Keep a | ock on her, Lieutenant!

Sukot hai works at her panel.

SUKOTHAI
| can't sir.
(beat)
They scranbl ed their course.

Sukot hai's panel beeps urgently.

SUKOTHAI ( CONT' D)
The shuttle is falling towards the
asteroid!

CRCSS
(urgent)
Qui ckly, M. Guer, maxinmminpul se
to the asteroid!

GUER
Aye.

CROSS
(desperate)
Dojar, informne the noment we enter
transporter range! W've got to get
t hem out of there!

43.
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| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT

The asteroid grows nmuch | arger on the surface. Both Grey and
Qzran are becom ng nore sickly and pale as the gravity tugs
agai nst them

OZRAN
What a way to die.

GREY

(griny)
It's about tine. |'ve had enough of
wai ting for ny death

OZRAN
Wl |, you got your w sh.

Sweat trickles down both nen's face as the hull of the
shuttlecraft begins to burn. Gey finally snaps as the pain
becones unbear abl e.

GREY
(nearly crying)
| don't want to die!

EXT. SPACE

The shuttlecraft scorches down towards the asteroid, inpacting
in an explosion on the asteroid s surface.

I NT. BRI DGE

Cross watches the shuttle blow up and then grimly turns to
his tactical officer.

CRCSS

(quietly)
Doj ar ?

Gimy, Dojar hits his panel.

DQJAR
(nor ose)
Bridge to Transporter Room
(beat)
Transporter Room respond.

Beat .
CRCSS
(sonber)
| guess that's --

He is interrupted by Qzran.
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OZRAN S COW VA CE
(nmock anger)
What kind of service is this? | would
have gotten us out at |east a few
m nut es sooner!

45.

There is a light chuckle of relief anong the bridge crew as

the tension is rel eased.

DAJAR
(relived)
Are you all right down there?

OZRAN' S COW VO CE
A few singes, a broken ego, but other
than that, we're fine.

DQJAR
Thank you, Chief. Bridge out.

Cross turns back to the viewscreen.

CRGCSS
GQuer, plot a course back to the
Kl'i ngon border, maxi num war p.

GUER
Yes sir.

CROSS
Dojar, report this incident to
Starfleet Command.

DQJAR
Yes sir.

Cross | ooks over at Tal ora.

CRGCSS
(1'ight-hearted hunor)
| wonder how the Ronul ans ever
survived if it didn't try to rescue
its officers.

TALORA
Interesting. | was wondering the
same thing about you humans.
CRCSS
W' || never agree on this issue,
will we?
TALORA

Maybe not. But we will continue to --
cooper at e.
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Cross smles and | ooks back at the viewer.
ON THE RELI EVED BRI DGE CREW OF THE ENTERPRI SE, W\E
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE
| NT. CORRI DOR

G ey and Dojar are waking side-by-side down a corridor.

DAJAR
It's good to have you back.

G ey shakes his head in nock di sappoi ntnent.

GREY
Funny, that was one thing | never
t hought 1'd hear anyone say.

G ey pats Dojar on the back.

GREY ( CONT' D)
It's good to be back.

Beat .

GREY ( CONT' D)
Care to join ne for breakfast, eleven
hundred hours tonorrow norni ng?

DAJAR
Are you serious?

Doj ar eyes himw th nock scrutiny.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
(nmock concern)
Are you sure you haven't been repl aced
with a Founder? Infected by parasites?

GREY
(smling)
|'"msure
(beat)
Wl |, see you there.

I NT. ENG NEERI NG

G ey enters, refreshed. He bathes for a nonment in the famliar
si ghts and sounds of Engi neering, and then begins to pace
across the room

Brushing off a speck of dust here and there, exam ning panels
wi th nock-scrutiny. Various engineers on duty |ook at G ey
wth quiet relief. Gey |ooks at the readouts and makes notes.
An el evator shaft stops, and Kinnan gets off.

KI NNAN
(overj oyed)
G ey!
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GREY
(busi ness-1ike)
That's "Lieutenant Gey," to you.
Cone on, we have work to do.

KI NNAN
(surprised)
Wor k?
GREY

Yes. Lieutenant, have a | ook at these
warp core readouts. The Quantum

I nduction Core efficiency has fallen
by point zero one percent! And | ook
at this...

Kinnan smles a bit as Gey goes on -- He's back, at |ast.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Li eutenant, are you listening to nme?

KI NNAN
What ? Ch, yes of course.

Beat, as Grey reconsiders.

GREY
(neutral)
It's good to be back, but we really
have to get back to work here,
Li eut enant .

Ki nnan nods.

KI NNAN
Yes, sir.

G ey notices that his staff are looking at him Al the work
has stopped, and there is a silent elation and relief visible
in each one of them

GREY
(hal f nock insistence,
hal f irritation)
Conme on people, nove! Boyle, Chanbers!

The engi neers snap out of their daze as G ey begins to issue
each one of themorders (but we hear nothing.) W watch as

t he engi neers one by one nove off to control panels and begin
doi ng wor k.

W can see Grey vigorously barking at themas well. He's
hi nsel f agai n.

Then he turns to Kinnan with a faint smle, and the two wal k
over to a panel, and G ey begins conputations and adjustnents
whi | e Ki nnan assists.
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EXT. ENTERPRI SE

The great ship at inpulse. Al ongside her is the Sovereign

Cl ass Endeavor.
voi d of space.

Capt ai

The two ships nove synchronously through the

CRGCSS (V. 0)
n's Log, Stardate 78172.7.

According to recent reports, the
flagship of the Trill Synbiosis
Comm ssion, the S.S. Odan, has retired

to Tri

Il. Pursuit is at this tine

i mpossi ble. Admral Thel, conmander

of this sector, has asked to neet ne
in private concerning the Tril
Si tuati on.

I NT. READY ROOM

Cross is at his
Adm ral Thel ent

desk, waiting. The door whooshes aside and
ers.

CRCSS

Pl ease, sit down.

Thel does so.

THEL

(straight to the point)

Capt ai
t hese
room

n, whatever transpires within
walls will never |eave this
under st ood?

Beat as Cross considers.

Go on,

Capt ai

CRCSS
Admiral .

THEL
n, we will be pursuing no action

agai nst the Trill whatsoever.

Cross i s shocked.

What ?

CRCSS
Admral, with all due respect...

THEL

The Trill Synbiosis Conm ssion tried

to kil
know.

| two of our officers. Yes, |

Thel draws cl oser to Cross.
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THEL ( CONT' D)

(I ow whi sper)
W were very disturbed when we got
this report, Captain. The Synbiosis
Chief of Staff has explained her
actions to me. Captain, there is a
truth within the Trill which is so
conpel ling, so shocking, so dangerous
to their own internal security,

(beat)
that they nust cover it up with a
lie.

Beat as Thel waits for Cross to pronpt. Cross doesn't |ike
this one bit, but he needs to know.

CRGCSS
(neutrally)
Go on.

THEL

W have del eted your sensor | ogs
proving Trill involvement and edited
the | ogs of your discussion with the
Trill. The official explanation
will be the Anti-Tech nmovenent is
indeed to blane. They were the ones
who used this cloak to trick us.

CRCSS
(angry) _ _ _
Way didn't you just wi pe our m nds
and replace themw th the fal se events
too, while you are at it!

THEL
Because we aren't animals, Captain.
And because sonetinme in the future
we may need people to know the truth.

CROSS
Yes. A shipload of people know ng
the truth when you need it does sound
i ke a conveni ent pet, doesn't it?

THEL
Captain, | know you are hostile to
this, but ook at it our way. It's
this or a war the Federation really
can't afford right now

(beat)

Even as we speak the Trill fleet is
growing. They are nodifying their
freighters to be warships, they are
patrolling their own borders - and
yesterday work on the first Tril
O bital Battery begun.

( MORE)
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THEL ( CONT' D)
(beat)
They are becom ng a power within a
power, Captain.

CRGCSS
(sonber)
Are you saying the Trill are preparing
to separate fromthe Federation?

THEL
They may. O all the internal fleets,
the Trill fleet is the one nost
rapidly growi ng. Wether they do or
not, I amin no position to reveal
the atrocity they commtted here
t oday.

CROSS
| thought | knew you, Thel. | renenber
when you were just and al ways
canpai gning for the greater good.

THEL
| haven't changed Cross, just w zened.

Thel points at his Admiral insignia.
THEL ( CONT' D)

The worl d has a whol e new neani ng
when you put this on

CRGCSS
Yes. Corruption becones the norm
THEL
["I'l pretend | didn't hear that,
Capt ai n.
CRGCSS
You can pretend what you like.
Beat .
THEL
(softly)

"1l be going now.

Thel wal ks over to the door, which whooshes aside, and then
exits. Cross turns to face the stars, silently disturbed.

I NT. TRANSPORTER ROOM

Qzran is at the Transporter controls. Thel wal ks in, and
steps on the Transporter pad.
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Thel

Thel

nods.

OZRAN
Sir, can | ask you sonething before
you | eave?

THEL
O course.

OZRAN
When this happened - that is, when
was j oined -

THEL
Ah, yes. You're referring to the
cover story | gave you, that the
Trill synmbiont had to be dangerously
genetically engineered for it to be
conpatible with you, a genetic
mani pul ati on which nearly killed the
synbi ont and was "not reconmended.”

OZRAN
(bitter)
Yes. You said that with that the
Trill Synbiosis Conm ssion would
accept it as an adequate cover-up.
THEL
They di d.
OZRAN

Then why did they cone after ne?

THEL
Just a precaution, to ensure the
truth was never reveal ed.

OZRAN
(angry) | |
How many nore "precautions” wll
they take, Admiral?

rai ses his hands in a gesture.

THEL
That | do not know.

Ozran's hands fly up the transporter panel.

OZRAN
Ener gi zi ng.

I NT. READY ROOM

The bl eep at Cross's door sounds.

Cross swi vel s back

52.
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CRCSS
Cone in.

Quinlan and Elris enter, both slightly anxious.

QUI NLAN AND ELRI' S
Captain Cross --

They st op.

CRCSS
Pl ease, one at atine. Sit.

Cross indicates to the chairs. Quinlan sits in the one The

53.

was sitting in nmonents ago, while Elris pulls up a new chair.

Cross points to Quinlan.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
You first.

QUI NLAN
(insistent)
We shoul d have been there sooner -
t his charade woul d not have happened.

CRCSS
But | would be facing a reprimnd. |
stick by ny decision, Quinlan.

QUI NLAN
Sir...

CROSS
You nmay ¢go now.

QUI NLAN
Wth all due respect...

CROSS

(sharper, formal)
You are di sm ssed.

It obviously isn't a request.

QUI NLAN
Yes, sir.
Qui nl an | eaves.
Cross turns to Elris.
CRCSS

I can understand Qui nlan doing this,
it's her nature. But you?
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ELRI S

It seemed like the right idea, sir.
CROSS

Maybe, but it isn't about the search,

isit?
Beat .

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
| know we aren't... getting al ong,
but you have to at |east trust ne,
Doctor. Not as a husband to a wfe -
But as a Captain to his subordinate.

ELRI S
Neil - Captain, | just can't give
you that trust. | know your flaws
too well.

CRGCSS
| see.
(beat)
Elris, | wasn't even behind this.

ELRI S
It makes no difference. You accepted
it.

CROSS
(demandi ng)
But that isn't why you went against
me, isit?

A silent pause. W can see the regret in both their eyes.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
D sm ssed.

Elris | eaves, and Cross turns his chair around and broods in
front of the stars.

| NT. MESS HALL

Gey enters Mess Hall, which is its usual hub of activity.

He wal ks t hrough the room uneasy. He never |iked recreational
facilities. H's eyes scan through the crowd, and then they

| ock on to soneone.

He wal ks towards that person hesitantly, and as we conme cl oser
we can see it is Ozran, who is sitting by the bar and enjoying
sone formof exotic drink while speaking to the COUNSELOR

G ey watches, still somewhat hesitant. After a few nonents
t he counselor |eaves. Gey conmes closer
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Qzran is still watching the counsel or go as G ey approaches,
so it's not until Gey is imediately on top of himthat
Qzran is aware he is there.

OZRAN
Gey - | nmean, sir.

GREY
(attenpting to be
casual)
Nar v.

Qzran is a bit startled at G ey's use of his actual nane,
and not just that, his first one. Gey sits on the enpty
stool next to Qzran.

OZRAN
Can | buy you sonething, sir?

GREY
Wat er woul d be ni ce.

This also registers with some degree of surprise on Qzran's
part.

OZRAN
Wat er ?

Alittle smle forms on Gey's face.

GREY
The year was 2392. The Sheliak war
was wel | underway. ..

Thi s breaks the uneasy tension between Grey and Ozran.

OZRAN
(nmock annoyance)
Al right, all right, I don't need
the history |lesson. Hal, one glass
of water please.

HAL
Comi ng right up.

Hal goes under the counter.

GREY
It looks like we didn't die after
all .

OZRAN
(slightly anused)
You got your w sh.

Gey fidgets a bit - He's a bit enbarrassed by the | ast
coment he nmade. Ozran takes a slurp of his exotic drink.



RENAI SSANCE: " Unusual G rcunstances" - ACT Fl VE 56.

Beat .

G ey nods.

QZRAN ( CONT' D)
If it helps any, | was scared out of
ny wits too.

GREY
(surprised)
Real | y?
OZRAN

Mm hmm Too scared to utter a word.
So now | ' m back, alive, to continue
living in this hellhole.

QZRAN ( CONT' D)
(deadpan)
| envy you, Grey. You have no idea
the eternal battle which wages with
me in every living noment. The cycle
never ends.

GREY
Yes, |'ve been wondering about that.
Why were you j oi ned?

Qzran pauses, contenplatively, as if recalling sonething
particul arly painful:

OZRAN
I was piloting a shuttle which was
to ferry ny previous host, Tarnis
Qzran, to a conference. One other
Trill, her valet, was present. W
hit a spatial disturbance.
Qur systens were damaged. Tarnis was
killed, but her synmbiont lived. The
synbiont had to be transferred to
soneone el se. Since the valet was
the only person able to performthis
task, | let himjoin nme to the Trill -
on the assunption it would be
tenporary. But it was three days

before help cane... and by that
time, we were joined for life.
(beat)

Amd it's been a source of eterna
pai n ever since.

GREY
Haven't you been taking counseling
sessi ons about that?
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G ey nods.

OZRAN
Yes, the counselor has tried to help
ne.

GREY

The new counsel or - the one who cane
onboard | ast week?

OZRAN
That's the one. She's very
synpat heti c.
(beat)

It's helped, but it the battle within
doesn't stop.

GREY
I know how you feel.

OZRAN
(annoyed)
How coul d you possi bly know how
feel ?

Hal appears from behind the counter. He waves the gl ass of
water in front of them

HAL
You still want this?

GREY
Yes, please. Over here.

Hal gives himhis drink and then noves off to tend to another

cust oner.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Because | have to live with that. |
have al ways | ooked to the quick and
easy road to success, and only now I
realize who | tranpled along the

way.
(beat)

Peopl e like you. |I'm ashaned of

nyself. | should be a real |eader,

not just sonmeone who never shows a
flaw, but who can get down to his
team to understand themas well, to
treat themw th respect and not as
sinmpl e tools.

A pause, as the two consider the eventful day.
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OZRAN
(I'i ghtening the nood)
| suppose I'll have to tell those

who have gone before me to cancel ny
reservation, eh sir?

Gey lightly smles.

GREY
Pl ease. Call ne Eri k.

G ey takes a sip of his water.

OZRAN
Sure, Erik. As the Gorn proverb tells
us, "The path ahead will be full of
rocks, but the Clan will prevail."

GREY
(hunor ed)
How t ouchi ng.

Gey finishes his water, slogging it all down in a gulp.

OZRAN

(l'ightly)
You took that quick.

GREY
In the Sheliak War, we had to |earn
to consume our rations as quickly as

possi bl e.
Beat .
OZRAN
Anot her ?
GREY
Pl ease.

VE PAN QUT THE W NDOW - -
EXT. ENTERPRI SE
Until the Enterprise herself is in full view W pull away
fromGey and Ozran inside to a shot of the Enterprise flying
off into the distance. W |inger on the
SHOT OF THE FADI NG ENTERPRI SE FOR A LONG BEAT, THEN -

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FIVE

THE END
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