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RENAI SSANCE: " Between Two Worl ds" - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

| NT. READY ROOM

Dmy lit. CROSS is standing, staring out of his w ndow,
al t hough we cannot see what he is | ooking at.

CRCSS

Begin Captain's Personal Log, Stardate
78296.1. Wen Y' lan first cane
onboard the Enterprise, there were
many who were wary of him He came
froma previously unknown race, and
hi s appearance was, at best, unusual.
But | defended the decision to include
himin the crew, even going to a
tribunal over it, because | believed
it was inportant for our two cul tures
to | earn nore about one another.
Over the three nonths he's been
aboard, | have heard the odd remark
about him how he makes peopl e feel
unconfortabl e when he is around,
slightly unsettled -- even I, | admt,
found himodd at times -- but | just
put it down to good ol d-fashi oned
xenophobi a. He has been not hi ng but
hel pful during our mssions, and, if
he was, at times, a little insensitive
to us, particularly in regards to
our privacy, it could be argued it
was just himadapting to our culture's
way of thinking. However, events of
the past thirty six hours have nade
me re-evaluate ny opinion of him
and have ne wonderi ng whet her our
fears were not, indeed, well founded.
Many thousands of innocent people
have di ed here, and all because of
the Qtam . It has brought home to
me that we know very little about
them just what they have deigned to
tell us.

(beat)
Are they really our friends, or are
we making a very serious m stake?

W finally get a glinpse at what he is |ooking at out of his
wi ndow. a PLANET, with a bottomthird like Earth, with green
continents and bl ue seas.
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The top two thirds though, are orange and brown, |ike Jupiter,
with a withered and decayed | ook. This part of it |ooks

deci mat ed.
FADE QOUT

END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise is travelling at warp.

A caption reads: "TWO DAYS PREVI QUSLY".

CRGCSS (V. 0)
Captain's Log, Stardate 78290. 7.
The Enterprise has picked up a
distress call froma group of
Starfl eet xenobiol ogists, currently
stationed on the planet Macana, in
the Petos system Their nessage was
heavily distorted and | currently
have Y'lan working on trying to clean
sone of it up

INT. Y' LAN S SCI ENCE LAB

Y' LAN i s hunched over his table, tapping away at his controls.
CRCSS enters.

CROSS
Report .

Y' LAN
The nessage has been corrupted by
subspace distortion, possibly due to
an influx of al pha waves on the...

CRGCSS
(i nterrupts)
| don't |ike technobabble, Y'Ian.
I n English, please.

Y' LAN
| am not progressing rapidly. |
have managed to isol ate the cl eanest
part of the data though, however,
it's only a few seconds' worth.

CRCSS
Let's hear it.

Y' |l an presses some buttons and on the screen appears a stil
fuzzy image of SPINER, one of the scientists. The inmge
keeps breaki ng up.

SPI NER
The pl anet is changing, before our
eyes alnost. Everything is dying.
W need. ..
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The screen blips off.

CRGCSS
Not very encour agi ng.

Y' LAN
No.

CRGCSS

The Petos systemis in your neck of
t he woods, what do you --

Y' LAN
My... "neck of the woods"?
CRGCSS
Sorry, old expression. | nean, it's
close to Qtam space, right?
Y' LAN
Conpar ati vely speaki ng, yes.
CRGCSS
Vell, it's only a few hundred Iight
years from where we picked you up.
Y' LAN
True, but so are several other
syst ens.
CRGCSS
Do you know anyt hi ng about Macana
itself?
Y' LAN

Only what you do. Pre-industri al
society, flora and fauna not unlike
your own planet, | believe, a wholly
unr emar kabl e soundi ng wor | d.

CRGCSS
Not worth Q tam attention, huh?

Y' LAN
Captai n, when you' ve studi ed as nmany
pl anets as we have, you soon begin
to grow weary of the sane ol d things
time and again.

CROSS
Nowhere is exactly the sane, Y Ian.
Every new worl d has sonet hi ng
different to offer.

Y' LAN
The Q tam do not get excited about
different kinds of m crobes, Captain.
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CROSS
I had you pegged as explorers too,
Y' | an.
Y' LAN
Expl orers, yes. Botanists, no.
CROSS
| guess there's still a lot we don't

know about you.

Y' LAN
That is an understat enent.

CRCSS
Alright, well keep nme infornmed how
you progress on the nessage. Qur
ETA is four hours, and I1'd like to
have sone idea of what we're going
to find.

Y' LAN
Under st ood.

Cross nods, and departs. Y lan continues to work for a
nonent, and then | ooks around.

Y' LAN ( CONT' D)
Conput er, seal door

COVWPUTER VA CE
Door seal ed.

Y' | an begins to assunme the blank expression of a Qtam
comuni cati ng tel epathically.

Y' LAN
Ylan to K Par. The Enterprise is
com ng. . .

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise is in orbit around MACANA. The planet is as
in the teaser, but the red areas are noticeably snmaller,

al though still covering a large proportion. It looks like
huge red bl em shes are spreadi ng across the | and, al nost

i ke some kind of bacteria.

CRGCSS (V. 0)
Captain's Log, supplenental. The
Enterprise has entered orbit of
Macana. Initial scans show some
ki nd of massive biol ogical devastation
across a large area of the main
continent, but what is causing this
cannot be ascertained fromprelimnary
( MORE)
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CRGCSS (V. O ) (CONT' D)
scans. We are picking up a few weak
lifesigns in the area where the
scientists were canped, and | am
sendi ng an away team down to
investigate, albeit after taking
sufficient precautions.

I NT. TRANSPORTER ROOM

QUI NLAN, DQJAR and TALCRA are receiving inoculations from
ELRIS. They are all wearing SPACE SU TS. OZRAN is behind
t he consol e.

QUI NLAN
This is pretty pointless, since we
don't know what's causing this.
These inocul ations can't be very
effective. Besides, we have these
suits.

TALORA
| need not rem nd you that we don't
know what caused the destruction.
If our suits are damaged, we need to
have protection

QUI NLAN
Yeah, yeah, | know, no need to lecture
ne.

ELRI S

At |east these will protect us against
t he common t hi ngs.

The | ast person she inoculates is herself.

TALORA
Al'l right, chief, when ready.
(to comm

Talora to Cross, beam ng down now.

CROSS' S COW VA CE
Under st ood.

As they prepare to transport, the door opens and Y' LAN enters.

TALORA
Y | an?

Y' LAN
| am acconpanying you to the surface.

TALORA
| see. Did you ask the captain?
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Y' LAN
No. But the readings fromthis world
intrigue me and with nmy superior
know edge | will be able to assist
your studies.

TALORA
(taps conm badge)
Talora to Cross, M - sorry, JUST
Y' lan, wants to join the away team

CROSS S COW VA CE
| thought mcrobes didn't interest
you, Y'lan?

Y' LAN
They don't, but my readings tell me
m crobes will not enter into our

i nvestigations.

CRCSS
Do you need protection?

Y' LAN
No. Wth ny biology, contam nation
will not be a problem

CROSS S COW VA CE
Fine. Good luck, away team

TALORA
Acknowl edged. Beam us down.

As they mount the podiumthey all, with the exception of
Y lan, put on their hel nets.

EXT. A NATI VE SETTLEMENT -- DAY

There are a few wi cker huts centered around what | ooks to be
a totempole of some kind. BODIES |ie strewn everywhere,
people clothed in sinple garnents, just crunpled where they
fell. The inpression you get of the place is one of conplete
aridity. TALORA, QU NLAN, ELRI'S, DQJAR and Y' LAN all appear
near the totem pole. They |ook around, taking readings from
their tricorders.

QUI NLAN
My God, what's happened here?

TALORA
That is what we are here to find
out. Asking pointless questions
when you know we don't know t he
answers is a fruitless exercise.
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QUI NLAN
(under her breath to
Elris)
Heartl ess cow.

ELRI S
The tricorder's picking up no harnful
bacteria in the air. \Watever did
this isn't in the atnosphere.

o ent QUI NLAN
eat!

She renoves her hel net.

TALORA
Qui nl an!

QUI NLAN
What ?

TALORA

You do not know it is safe yet to
renmove your hel net.

QUI NLAN
But Elris just said--
TALORA
It doesn't matter. Besides, | did
not give you perm ssion to.
QUI NLAN
Fine. Want ne to put it back on?
TALORA
Doct or ?
ELRI S
There's nothing in the air that can
har m us.
TALORA
Very well, away team you may renove

your hel nets.

QUI NLAN
How very graci ous.

The team does so. Elris bends down by one of the bodies,
which is lying on its front. She turns it over. It is a
WOMAN, but her face is m sshapen, with growths and | unps.

Her expression is one of acute pain. The effect is quite
gr ot esque.
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ELRI S
Ugh. Poor woman. | should take
some sanpl es.

TALORA
Check the dwellings.

DQJAR
Ri ght.

QUI NLAN and DQJAR enter one of the huts.
I NT. THE W CKER HUT
DOJAR AND QUI NLAN enter, and balk inmediately at the snell.

There is a small bed with a child lying on it, and an adult
figure, knelt beside it.

DQJAR
Do you snell that?
QUI NLAN
It's hard not to. Ugh. | wsh

hadn't taken it off now.

DAJAR
It remnds ne of ny chil dhood.

Quinlan | ooks at him She bends down beside the two bodies.

QUI NLAN
Poor little mte.

DAJAR
There's not hing we can do here.

QUI NLAN
No.

She | ooks around again, obviously affected by the scene.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Cone on. Let's get out of here.

EXT. THE VI LLAGE

QUI NLAN and DQJAR energe, as do TALORA and ELRIS fromtwo
ot her huts.

QUI NLAN
Anyt hi ng?
ELRI' S
No. |I'mnot picking up any |ifesigns
at all in the imediate vicinity.
(poi ntedly)

AT ALL.
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DQJ AR
VWhat ?

ELRI S
Listen for a m nute.

They all stop for a nonent.

DQJAR
| don't hear anything. [It's eerie.
ELRI S
Exactly. No birds, no insects,
not hi ng.
QUI NLAN

I"d say it was as quiet as the grave,
but that's not appropriate.

ELRI S
It | ooks |ike sone kind of radi oactive
weapon has gone off, only there's no
radi ati on above nornal | evels.

TALORA
W need to try and find the
scientists, that is our priority
here. You can study this effect
| ater when we have established their

condi ti on.

DAJAR
We' Il cover nore ground if we split
up.

TALORA
Agreed. The science team had two
canps near here, | suggest we head
for them Dojar, with ne, Quinlan,
you go with the doctor... Y lan..

They | ook around, but Y lan is already di sappearing off
t he di stance.

QUI NLAN
Where's he going in such a hurry?

Tal ora | ooks at her.
QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)

I"msorry, that was another pointless
question, wasn't it?

TALORA
Keep comm |inks open at all tines.
If you start feeling unwell, report

in at once.

10.

into
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They split

She bends down, and runs her tricorder over a snal

QUI NLAN
Cee thanks, where would we be w t hout
you?

DQJAR
Be careful.

11.

up. ELRI'S and QUI NLAN head in the roughly simlar
direction to Y lan, towards sonme rocky outcrops.

ELRI S
These readings are very strange.
QUI NLAN
What are they saying?
ELRI S
That woman back there, her cellular
readings were -- well, bizarre is
the only word for it. 1've only

seen sonething |ike this once before,
and it can't be the sane thing.

QUI NLAN
Can't be what?
ELRI S
In nedi cal school, | renmenber we

devot ed one afternoon to the subject
of transporter accidents. W were
shown several rather grisly filns
with people who had been, well,

mangl ed. The reason why this
happened, we were told, was that the
transporters, when reassenbling the
person, for whatever reason got the
DNA sequencing wong, in effect trying
to rewite the person fromthe inside
out. It knew what the basic shape
shoul d be, just not how to achieve
it. So it tried to inprovise.
Qbviously, it couldn't do that, so
you ended up with a | unpy ness.

QUI NLAN
And you're saying it's like that
her e?

ELRI S
Yes. Sonmething had rewitten that
woman up until a point her body just
couldn't take it. And it's not just
her, either.

| ooki ng pl ant.

w t her ed-
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ELRI S (CONT' D)
Everything here has been affected.
Nothing with a cellular structure
has been | eft untouched.

Her comm badge chir ps.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Talora to Elris. Please join us, we
have found the scientists. Y'Ian,
do the sane.

ELRI S
Acknow edged.

QUI NLAN
| notice she didn't ask for ne.

ELRI S
| notice she didn't say whet her they
found themalive or dead.

EXT. THE SCI ENTI ST' S CAMP -- DAY

It is by a rock formation, and consists of a few scattered
tents and work cabins. As in the village, a few bodies are
| ying around, but these have STARFLEET UNI FORVMS on. Talora
and Doj ar are bendi ng over one body.

Elris and Quinlan arrive.

DQJ AR
Doctor, over here. This one's still
alive.

Elris rushes over and begins scanning him It's Spiner, and
he has the same deformations as the other people. He is
barely consci ous, murmuring incoherently.

ELRI S

What's his nane?
TALORA

Hi s badge says John Spi ner.
ELRI S

Doct or Spiner, can you hear ne?
SPI NER

Bl eur gh. .
ELRI S

W need to get himto the Enterprise.

She taps her conm badge.
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ELRI S (CONT' D)
Elris to sickbay, we need to set up
an emergency quarantine area, we
have one patient comng in.

NURSE' S COW VA CE
Under st ood, doct or.

QUI NLAN
Can you save hinf

ELRI S
If I find out what's wong with him
maybe. | think I'Il give him--

Spi ner suddenly sits BOLD UPRI GHT and starts SCREAM NG

He points past the group, gesturing wildly. Then he sl unps
down, unconscious. Elris's tricorder begins bl eeping
urgently.

ELRI' S ( CONT' D)
Dammit, he's gone into anaphyl actic
shock. | have to get himup there
now. Sickbay, this is Elris again,
medi cal emergency, beam us up

They DI SSCLVE away i nto not hi ngness.

QUI NLAN
What the hell pronpted that little
out bur st ?

They slowmy turn round. Y LAN is standing there. They | ook
at each other as we.

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise is orbiting the planet, as before.

CRGCSS (V.0)
Captain's |log, supplenental. Wth
only one of the science team having
been found alive, | have ordered the
away team back to the Enterprise
until we can establish what it is we
are dealing with.

I NT. Y'LAN' S SCI ENCE LAB
GREY and Y' LAN are working at it as Cross enters.

CRCSS
What have you got?

GREY
Not hi ng concl usi ve as yet, Captain.
One thing we can say though, whatever
it is, it's spreading.

CRGCSS
Show ne.

Gey triggers sone buttons, and we see a large three
di nensi onal hol ogram of the planet appear before them wth
the significant red areas noticeable on the surface.

GREY
This is what the planet |ooked |ike
when we arrived three hours ago.
Now | ook at it.

He presses another button, and the bl otches seemto spread
further across the hol ogram

GREY ( CONT' D)
It's spread by three percent in those
t hree hours.

CRCSS
Do we know where the centers of
popul ati on are?

GREY
' ve upl oaded sone data fromthe
science teans records. The village
you found them near was an isol ated
tribe, not representative of the
peopl e as a whol e.

( MORE)
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GREY ( CONT' D)
They just wandered into the wong
pl ace at the wong time. The majority
[ive on the southern-nost continent,
here.

He triggers the hologramand it spins around to display the
continent, which only has a few small bl enm shes.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Those lights mark the main
concentration of people. As you can
see, this blight has yet to reach
them but only just.

CRCSS
How | ong do t hey have?

GREY
Gven its current rate of propagation
we estimate it, whatever ITis, wll
hit themin just under twelve hours
time.

CRCSS
Y' lan, did you pick up anything at
all that mght indicate what's going

on?
Y' LAN
No.
BEAT.
CRGCSS
Do you have any ideas?
Y' LAN
| do, but I will require nore tine
to develop them | request perm ssion
to return to the surface.
CRGCSS
Al right, take Talora with you again.
Y' LAN
No, I wll go al one.
CRGCSS
Wy ?
Y' LAN

| fear anyone el se's bioreadi ngs nmay
hanper any readings | gather. M
equi pnent is very delicate, Captain,
and can be put off by the slightest
di st urbance.
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CRGCSS
| said exactly the sanme thing to Lea
once.
(beat)
Never mind. Al right, agreed, but
t he nonment you find anything, let ne
know.

Y' LAN
Under st ood.

Y' lan turns and goes to exit the room

CRCSS

Ch, Y'lan, just one nore thing.
Y' LAN

What ?
CRCSS

The away teamreported that Doctor

Spiner was quite calmuntil he saw
you. It was only then he went into
shock.

Y' LAN
Yes, that is so.

CRCSS
Any ideas why?

Y' LAN
It is not the first tinme sonmeone has
reacted strongly to nmy appearance.

CROSS
No. Thank you, Y'Ilan.

Y | an nods and exits.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
You too, Lieutenant. Lieutenant,
why are you here?

GREY
Capt ai n?

CRCSS
You're not a scientist.

GREY
Y' lan and | have been wor ki ng toget her
to nake the Qtam instrunents nore
adapt abl e for bi pedal species.

CRGCSS
How are you progressing?
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G ey proudly taps a control, and the planet hol ogram spi ns
around 180 degr ees.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Very good.

GREY
That's nothing. Wtch this.

He taps another button, but the hol ogram di sappears with a
pszzt noise, and the table goes dark.

GREY ( CONT' D)
I think I'm needed in engineering.

CRCSS
Agr eed.

They both guiltily nove out.
I NT. SI CKBAY

Elris and AGOLI VE work on Spi ner behind a containnent field
as Quinlan watches. Cross enters.

CRCSS
How s he doi ng?

QUI NLAN
He hasn't regai ned consci ousness
yet, but Lea doesn't | ook as worried
as she did a while back.

Elris sees Cross standing there, and cones through, wal ki ng
t hrough the containment field.

CRCSS
Report .
ELRI S
VWell, he hasn't inproved at all since

we got himhere, but he hasn't
deteriorated either. His cellular
degradation isn't as advanced as the
ot her bodi es we scanned down there.

CRCSS
What do you think protected hin?

ELRI S
Best guess at the nonent, we turned
up in the nick of time. He stabilized
as soon as we brought himup here.
Taki ng himaway fromthe planet seened
to halt the process.
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He nods sti

CRCSS
If he'd stayed down there...
ELRI S
I think he'd be dead by now.
CRCSS
Al right, thank you Doctor. | have

sent Y'lan back to the surface, he

t hi nks he m ght be able to figure
this out. 1'Il keep you informed of
anythi ng he finds.

ELRI S
Thank you, Captain.
CRCSS
Informme if he wakes up. ['Il be

on the bridge.
ffly, and wal ks out.
QUI NLAN

G ad to see you two are getting al ong
so wel | .

ELRI S
| prefer it this way. Strictly
professional. At the nonent.
QUI NLAN
| thought 1'd detected sone a bit of
a thaw between you.
ELRI S
Did you?
(beat)

Anyway, why you still hanging around
here, you nust be tired?

QUI NLAN
| am but | don't fancy facing ny
quarters at the nonent. The inmage
of that kid.

ELRI S
| know, horrible. The death of
children. ..
(beat)
i s always painful.
(qui ckly recovers)
You know t he best cure for the blues?

QUI NLAN
One of Hal's special concoctions?

18.
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ELRI S
I was going to say a |ong soothing
bat h.

QUI NLAN

| prefer ny suggestion.

ELRI S
You know what happened | ast time.

QUI NLAN
That was a one off.

Elris | ooks at her disapprovingly.
QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)

Don't worry about me, | can hold ny
drink.

I NT. TEN FORWARD

QUI NLAN is face down on the table, several glasses surrounding
here. HAL gently taps on her shoul der.

HAL
Excuse nme?

Qui nl an | ooks up, bleary eyed.

HAL ( CONT' D)
"' m cl osing up.

QUI NLAN
That's fine. Carry on.

HAL
You have to | eave.

QUI NLAN
That's not so fine.

| NT. CORRI DOR
QUI NLAN st aggers al ong, swaying every tine she stops.

QUI NLAN
Bl oody Hal .

She rounds a corner and bunps violently into TALORA.

TALORA
(col dly acknow edgi ng)

Qui nl an.

QUI NLAN
(nmocki ngl y)
Tal or a.
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They nove past each other, but then Quinlan turns round.
QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)

Hey, Talora. What was with all the
sni de comments down on the planet

bef or e?

TALORA
I do not think nowis a good tine to
di scuss- -

QUI NLAN

(i nterrupts)
| think it's a very good tine to
di scuss, ACTUALLY. So, what's up?

TALORA
| did not think your reactions were
appropriate to the situation we were

in.
QUI NLAN
In what way? How was | neant to
react ?
TALORA

| expect nenbers of Starfleet to act
in a professional manner. W do our
jobs as quickly and efficiently as
we can, that is why we are here. W
are not here to nake inane chatter.

QUI NLAN
"l nane chatter"?

TALORA
"My God, what has happened here?"
"That was anot her pointless question
wasn't it?"
(beat)
"Heartl ess cow. " "How very gracious."

QUI NLAN
What do you expect? It was a
stressful situation. How do you
expect ne to react?

TALORA

You shouldn't have reacted at all.
QUI NLAN

Yes, well, not all of us are as cold

as you are. Sone of us have feelings.

TALORA
To be an effective nenber of this
crew, you have to bury those feelings.

20.
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QUI NLAN
Oh, don't give nme that crap, Talora.
No one does that, except for you.

TALORA
Tell me, Mss Quinlan, did you see
any of the others of the away team
chattering away |ike you did? No,
you did not.

QUI NLAN

It's just the way | deal with things.

TALORA
| believe a Starfleet officer is
nmeant to "deal with things" once
they are off duty. Although | ooking
at your current inebriated state, it
woul d seem how you deal w th things
off duty is no better. Certainly
not befitting a real officer.

QUI NLAN
Meani ng?

TALORA
You know as well as | do you are not
really a menber of this crew and you
don't belong on this ship.

QUI NLAN
It wasn't ny idea to stay aboard.

TALORA
No, it was the Captain's, and | told
himthen it was a m stake, and | am
justified in having done so. You
don't deserve a place here. Your
actions with the hel met besides
anyt hing el se showed that.

QUI NLAN
No, no, don't hold back. Tell ne
what you really think

TALORA
The people who actually earned their
pl ace on this ship showed today why
they are on the flagship on the
Federation. You may have been a
conmander once, but you woul d not
even have nade junior grade on the
Enterprise. Today we saw who were
the real professionals, and who were
the amateurs. Now, if that is all?

21.
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QUI NLAN
That's all.

TALORA
Very wel | .

22.

She turns and continues on her way, as Quinlan stares after

her, still swaying.
I NT. CROSS'S QUARTERS

CROSS stares at a book, not really reading it.
and taps his comm

CRCSS
Cross to Y lan, report.

Si | ence.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Cross to Y' lan, please report.

Still nothing.
INT. Y'LAN S SCI ENCE LAB

Cross enters with a bleary eyed G ey.

CROSS
["msorry to wake you so |ate.
GREY
That's all right, we hadn't gone to
sl eep yet.
CROSS
Can you raise himfrom here?
GREY
I -- think so.

He taps away at the table.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Lieutenant Gey to Y lan, cone in

pl ease

Y' LAN' S COW VO CE
Yes?

GREY
Just a mnute, | have the captain
her e.

He noves away and Cross steps forward to speak.

He stands up

During their

follow ng conversation, Gey taps away at Y lan's console.
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CRCSS
Y lan, | tried to raise you on the
comm

Y' LAN S COW VO CE
| deactivated all Starfleet equipnent,
it was interfering with m ne.

CRCSS
Do you have any news?

Y' LAN
No. | told you | would report if |
had anyt hi ng.

CRCSS

Al'l right, Cross...

GREY
(interrupting)
Captain? |'m picking up sone kind
of weird signal here.

CRCSS
Wher e?

GREY
Here, fairly close to the vill age
the away teamwas it. Very odd energy
signatures too.

CRGCSS
Way didn't the Enterprise's sensors
pi ck them up?

GREY
They're just not configured to this
kind of reading. Watever they are,
they are definitely not natural.

CRGCSS
It's close to the epicenter of this
blotch, too. Y lan, we're going to
send you some coordi nates, we want
you to investigate some readings
we're getting.

Y' LAN S COW VA CE

Captain, | amextrenely busy, it
will have to wait until | amfinished
her e.

CRGCSS

| remind you we are working to a
tight deadline here.
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Y' LAN' S COW VO CE
Wiich is why | do not wish to be
di sturbed again. Y lan out.

Hi s conm goes dead.

CRCSS
I"mnot putting up with that. G ey,
you're with ne.

EXT. WASTELAND -- N GHT

CRCSS and GREY materialize. They |ook around. There are
several rocky outcrops around them

GREY
The readi ngs were fromthis direction.

As he consults his tricorder, Cross wal ks around one of the
outcrops. Gey follows him and finds the captain staring
ahead of him

GREY (CONT' D)
Capt ai n?

CRGCSS
Look.

G ey | ooks, and sees a valley sinking down away fromthem
At the base is a netallic ARRAY, with a blue aura around it,
t hat reaches up to several stories.

GREY
What the. ..

CRGCSS
G ey, what kind of technol ogy does
that |l ook like to you?
Y' LAN s voice cuts himoff

Y LAN (O S.)
Yes, it is. It's Qtam.

Cross and Grey both turn and |look at Y'lan standing there as
we

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

EXT. WASTELAND

CROSS, GREY and Y' LAN as before.

CROSS
You care to explain, Y lan? Wat is
it? Is it responsible for what is
happeni ng here?

Y' LAN
Yes, Captain, it is. That array is
a Qtam terraformng base. The
Qtam set themup on planets that
they wish to inhabit, and the array
generates a biol ogical effect that
results in the planet's biostructure
being altered to be suitable for
Q tam habitation.

CRCSS
Did you know this was here?

Y' LAN
Yes.

CRCSS
Wiy didn't you tell us? Wre the
Qtam not aware that this planet
was inhabited, that inflicting this
on their ecosystemwould kill thenf

Y' LAN
The Hegenony are aware that placing
an array on a planet such as this
woul d result in the effects we've
seen.

CRCSS
Then what is it? They just don't
care about the people? Are they
beneat h you?

Y' LAN
Technically, yes, they are, just as
you are beneath us, Captain. But we
do respect inferior life formns.

CROSS
If that's so, why have the Hegenony
done this?

Y' LAN

It is not the Hegenony's work.
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CROSS
Expl ai n.

Y' LAN
The Qtam like to present to
outsiders a united front, but the
truth is somewhat different. There
are -- groups within our world that
think differently from us.

CRCSS
Go on.

Y' LAN
We call themthe Faction, although
that inplies a unity anongst them
where none exists. | believe this
array is the property of the Faction.

CRCSS
What do they do?

Y' LAN
The Faction have managed to break
away fromthe collective mnd of the
Hegenony, and as such have been
conpletely isolated fromour culture.
In our world, anyone not part of the
Hegenmony is a pariah, an outcast.

CRCSS
Not everyone |ikes thinking as one
m nd?

Y' LAN
As | have explained to you before,
Captain, we do not think as one m nd.
However, we can conmuni cate as one
when we w sh.

CRCSS
Go on.

Y' LAN
Menmbers of the Faction find |iving
on our homeworld intolerable, if not
i mpossi ble. The cl osest conparison
| can think of for you to understand
is if you lost your sight and hearing
at the same time, and still had to
function, with no assistance and
much hostility. Everyone who joins
t he Faction | eaves our planet.

CRCSS
Where do they go?

26.
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Y' LAN
Anywhere they can. But not many
pl anets are tailored to our race's
needs. Hence, they have to alter
t hem

CROSS
So where are they now?

Y' LAN
The Faction places an array on a
pl anet and then leaves it to carry
out its work, returning only when
t hey know the terraformng will be
sufficient for themto inhabit the
wor | d.

CRCSS
Leavi ng everyone on the planet to
die in the neantinme?

Y' LAN
The Faction are an essentially
ant agoni stic group. They feel they
are abandoned by the Hegenony for
non-conformty. As such, they are
rather anoral in their outl ook towards
ot hers.

CRGCSS
Do unto ot hers what has been done
unto you? | see. Do you know how
t hese arrays work?
Y' LAN
Yes.
CRGSS
Can you stop it?
Y' LAN
Yes, but I will not.
CRGSS
What ?
Y' LAN

Captain, the Hegenony place a high
priority on capturing nenbers of the
Faction. |If | deactivate this array,
it will signal to themQtam are
present on this world, and will not
return.

CRCSS
And what about those people who will
di e?

27.
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BEAT.

Y' LAN
Regrettabl e, but necessary. It was
not I who started this problem But
I can take steps to ensure it does
not happen agai n.

CRCSS
Now listen, Y lan. I1'msorry these
guys are treading on your toes, I'm

sorry if by turning this damm thing
off we're stopping you play cops and

robbers, but I will not allowinnocent
people to die. If you do not start
work on shutting it down, | wll

find soneone who can

Y' LAN
They woul d not succeed. Beside their
| ack of knowl edge of our technol ogy,
that array will be heavily guarded
with traps designed to keep
mal contents out.

CRCSS
That may be so, but we would have to

try.

Y' LAN
I woul d not want your crew wasting
their lives, Captain. | wll do as
you W sh.
CRGCSS
Thank you. How long will it take?
Y' LAN

It will take eight hours to shut
down conpl etely.

CRCSS
That's no good, those people on the
sout hern continent have | ess than
four. Wy does it take so | ong?

Y' LAN
Qtam technology is not |ike yours
where you just press a button and
everything resets itself every week.
It is conplex. |If another Qtam
was here, | would be able to work
qui cker, but--

GREY
Captain, | could help.
( MORE)

28.
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GREY ( CONT' D)
You know the work |'ve been doing
with Y lan's technol ogy on the
Enterpri se.

CRCSS
Y' I an, what about the effects of
this thing on humans? How | ong before
the cellular changes start to affect
hi n?

Y' LAN
You have to be exposed continuously
for several days before the effects
start to show

L CRCSS
Alright, Gey, you stay and help
Y' lan. That acceptable, Y lan?

Y' LAN
| suppose | could assign himsinple
t asks.

CRCSS
Right, get to work. Tinme is of the
essence. Do you have any idea when
t he Faction may return?

Y' LAN
No. The terraformng is already in
an advanced stage, so | would estimte
it wll not be too nuch | onger before
they return to assess its
effectiveness. | have inforned the
Hegenmony, though, so you do not need
to fear. Two of their vessels wll
be here in approximately twenty four
hours.

CRCSS
Wait a mnute, you informed the
Hegenony, but not me?

Y' LAN
Captain, if I had infornmed you, you
woul d have reported it in your |ogs,
and attenpted to do sooner what you
are insisting on doing now. The
Faction may be able to scan your

dat abases. | could not risk it. At
| east by this tine.
CRCSS

You' ve del ayed ne | ong enough that
the Faction may turn up before they
real i ze what's happeni ng?

29.
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Y' LAN
Correct.
CRGCSS
Ylan, |--
(beat)

we don't have tine to debate this
now. You and G ey get to work.

Erik, you alright? You' ve just come
off a double shift.

GREY
['1'l be fine, captain. Nothing |ike
hard work and the threat of Q tam
booby traps to keep you on your toes.

CRCSS
Al right, keep me informed. Cross
to Enterprise, one to beam up.

He SHI MMVERS i nto not hi ng.

GREY
Exactly what kind of booby traps are
we tal king about ?

I NT. TRANSPORTER ROOM
CRCSS nods briefly to OZRAN who has beaned hi m up.

OZRAN
Capt ai n.

As Cross reaches the door, his conm chirrups.

ELRI S'S COw VA CE
Elris to Cross.

CRGCSS
Yes, Doctor?

ELRI S
I'"msorry about the | ate hour, but
Doct or Spi ner has woken up. He's
asking to see you.

CRGCSS
On ny way.

I NT. SI CKBAY

Spiner is sitting up on his biobed behind the forcefield.
Cross enters and finds ELRI' S worki ng on a PADD

CRCSS
You can drop the forcefield, Doctor.
He doesn't have anything contagi ous.

30.
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Elris deactivates the forcefield.

ELRI S
Don't be long with him he's alittle
hi ghly strung about what he's been
t hr ough.

CRCSS
It's understandabl e.

Cross wal ks over to the biobed.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Doctor Spiner? |'m Captain Nei

Cross.

SPI NER
Captain, thank God. | needed to
talk to you -- we tried to call for
hel p, but...

CRGCSS

W picked up your nessage, we got
here as quickly as we coul d.

SPI NER
You don't understand, these things
were there..

CRGCSS
Thi ngs?

SPI NER
Yeah, weird shaped, all over the
pl ace.

CRGCSS

The Q tam, yes we know.

SPI NER
They' ve destroyed the planet, they
built this thing.

CRCSS
Doct or Spi ner, we know what's been
going on. W have people down there
now, trying to stop any further
damage.

SPI NER
But that's the thing -- we hel ped
thembuild it.

CRGCSS
VWhat ?
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SPI NER
The thing, that does the damage. W
hel ped them construct it. W didn't
know what it was. They told us they
were scientists too. Ch ny God.

CRCSS
It's okay, you weren't to know.

SPI NER
Evil beings, they didn't care...

CRCSS
Not all of them W have a Q tam
aboard this ship, as a matter of
fact, and he's in charge of
dismantling this array.

SPI NER
You have one here?

CRGCSS
He's on the planet at the nonent.
H's nane is Y'|an.

SPI NER
You can't be serious. He won't do
anything to stop this, he'll just
continue it.

CRCSS
W have someone with him

SPI NER
But Captain, they won't know. |
worked with these -- these things on
that array. | know some of how it

works. Let ne go down and neke sure
this Y'lan is doing what he says he
is.

Cross | ooks across at Elris, who shakes her head.

CRGCSS
I"msorry, Doctor Spiner, you are
not well enough to go anywhere at
the nonment. But let nme assure you |
have confidence the array is being
taken care of. Now, you need to get
sone rest. |'ll see you in the
nor ni ng.

He begins to wal k away, but Spiner yells after him

SPI NER
They' re evil!
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Cross spins round and faces him

CRCSS
I don't think the ones you saw were
representative of their species.

SPI NER
(shouting with fury)
They lied to us, they mani pul ated us
for their own ends, and they were
conpletely callous to the people
they were affecting. They cannot be
trust ed!

Cross | ooks at him Spiner has struck a nerve. After a
nonment, Cross conposes hinsel f again.

CRCSS
| assure you, first thing in the
nmorning, | will check up on them

SPI NER
It'll be too late by then! The pl anet

will be dead!

Cross pulls Elris to one side as Spiner continues yelling in
t he background.

CRCSS
I think some sedation mght be in
or der.

ELRI S

You're telling nme what to do with ny
patients now?

BEAT.

CRCSS
You're the Doctor. Have a good night.

Cross wal ks out agai n.

SPI NER
Captain! Captain, conme back, please!

Elris stares at himfor a nonent, and then goes to her
hypospr ay.

I NT. CRCSS'S QUARTERS

Cross enters, and breathes deeply. H's lights are off, so
the only light comes fromthe red reflection of the bl otches
fromthe planet below. He taps his comm badge.

CROSS
Cross to Gey. Hows it going?
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EXT. THE ARRAY -- N GHT

Y' LAN i s beavering away at a panel, while Gey is standing
by himwith a tricorder

GREY
Y lan's just checking for wires. He
thinks we'll be inside in about ten

m nut es.

CRCSS' S COW VA CE
Understood. Cross out.

GREY
Are you sure ne counting these flashes
is useful ?

Y' LAN
Yes. | need to know how quickly the
current i s noving.

GREY
Fine. One... two...

I NT. CROSS'S QUARTERS

Cross slunps into his sofa, staring out at the planet bel ow
him H's eyes betray deep worry, but even they can't fight
his weariness. He slowy slunps down, asleep.

I NT. QUI NLAN S QUARTERS

Qui nl an pacing up and down in her cabin, MJTTERING to herself.

QUI NLAN
Prof essi onal, ny ass.

She stops and stares out of the wi ndow at the planet too,
t hi nki ng.

EXT. THE ARRAY -- NI GHT
Y'lan and G ey as before.

GREY
Seventeen... eighteen..

I NT. SI CKBAY

The lights here are dinmmed too. ELRISis in her office,
dozi ng. AGOLI VE cones in.

AGCLI VE
Elris, I'mjust going on ny break.

Elris nods sleepily. Agolive exits. Elris sits up and | ooks
ar ound.
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She stands up, and wal ks out into the main area of sickbay.
She frowns, and wal ks around to Spiner's bed. It's enpty.

ELRI S
VWhat the hell?

She turns round and is STRUCK from behind. She CRI ES QUT as
she falls to the fl oor

I NT. CROSS'S QUARTERS
CRCSS is sleeping on his sofa, as before.
DOJAR S COW VA CE

Security alert! Security alert! W
have an unaut hori zed person | oose on
t he shi p!

Cross wakes instantly.

| NT. CORRI DOR

Cross RUNS along it, to find two GUARDS standi ng outside
Si ckbay. He pushes past them

I NT. SI CKBAY

Agolive is attending to a gash on Elris's forehead. Dojar
stands by. Cross enters.

CROSS
What happened?
DQJAR
It's Spiner. He's gone AWOL.
CROSS
Has he beanmed off the ship?
DQJAR
No.
CROSS
I think I know where he's headi ng
for ,then.

INT. Y' LAN S SCI ENCE LAB

Spi ner is hunched over Y'lan's science table, frantically
tappi ng away at the system The HOLOGRAM of the pl anet hovers
over it. Dojar, Cross and three GUARDS enter, and cover him
wi th phasers.

CRCSS
Step away fromthe table, doctor
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SPI NER
You think you can trust your Q tam,
Captain? Then why's he been hiding
t hese?

He activates a final button and on the hol ogram TWO Q TAM
SHI PS shinmmrer into view.

SPI NER ( CONT' D)
He'd wired your sensors to shield
their cloaks. Fromthis table.

DQJAR
Wien the hell did they arrive?

SPI NER
Arrive? Don't you see, they were
al ways here... They never left.
Of Cross's reaction we
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM

Cross, Talora, Dojar, Elris, and Spiner are filing in and
sitting dowmn. Quinlan is already there, staring out of the
wi ndow.

QUI NLAN
It's incredible, not even a shinmer.

CRCSS
|"ve asked Doctor Spiner to attend
this nmeeting, and he assures ne he
wi Il not assault anybody el se.

Spiner still | ooks annoyed.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Suggesti ons?

ELRI S
Are they not answering hails?

CRCSS
No, we haven't tried.

QUI NLAN
The Enterprise would be no match for
those two vessel's firepower. W
t hought it best we didn't let them
know we know they're there, so to
speak, until we find out what they're
doi ng.

SPI NER
W know what they're doing there,
they're trying to destroy..

CROSS
(i nterrupts)
Yes, thank you Doctor. Qur priorities
stay the sanme, we have to deactivate
that array.

DAJAR
Wiy can't we just blast it from here?

QUI NLAN
We don't know what effect it would
have on the planet -- it may trigger
a reaction that woul d make things
even wor se.

TALORA
Unl i kely.
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QUI NLAN
But possible. [If that thing has
sone kind of nuke attached to it, we
coul d be condemi ng those people to
an even worse death than the one
t hey face now.

TALORA

An even worse deat h?
QUI NLAN

Suffering comes in many forns, Tal ora.
CRCSS

| agree, we can't risk it.

ELRI S
Any word fromY lan or Gey?

CROSS
None, al though what Y'lan is really
doi ng down there is anybody's guess.

ELRI S
How do we know these ships aren't
fromthis Faction? Y lan m ght be
as in the dark about this as the
rest of us.

SPI NER
No, he had deliberately covered those
ships up. He knew they were there.

TALORA
I | to see why you are surprised
by this turn of events, captain.
This is not the first time Y |lan has
msled us. Do | need to rem nd you
all of his slowness in deleting his
col l ected data?

fai
th
S

QUI NLAN
No, but you did anyway.

TALORA
Pointl ess comments are a specialty
of yours, aren't they?

QUI NLAN
I"mso sorry, it nust be another
exanpl e of ny amateurish nature.

Cross is deep in thought, and doesn't appear to have heard
t hi s exchange.
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BEAT.

CRGCSS
" mconcerned about Gey. |If, and I
still say if, Y lan is working to

help the Q tam, goodness knows what
he's done with our engineer. W
need to get down there, we can't

risk trying to contact himby the
comm And, should the need ari se,

we need to get Y lan away fromthere.

QUI NLAN
He won't |ike that.
CROSS
Yes, well, | don't like being |lied
to, so we'll be even.
TALORA
Captain, | believe |I have warned you
in past about Y lan's trustworthiness.
QUI NLAN
Oh yeah, Talora, you're so smart,
aren't you. | don't notice you com ng
up with any bright ideas.
CROSS
Enough! Dojar, assenble a security
detail. We beam down inmediately.
SPI NER
Captain, I would Ilike to acconpany
you down.
CROSS
Doct or Spi ner. ..
SPI NER
| know what you're going to say, |'m

hysterical, unreliable, whatever,
but that was only because you woul dn't
listen to ne.

CRCSS
Actually, | was going to say you're
still too sick to come down; returning

to the surface may start you off
again. Doctor?

ELRI S
| can't guarantee it won't.
SPI NER
Pl ease, captain. | want to help

t hese peopl e.

39.
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CRCSS
Al right. Dojar, neet us with your
teamin Transporter Room2 in ten
m nut es.

DAJAR
Under st ood, capt ai n.

CROSS
Di sm ssed. And keep on your toes.

Everyone starts standing up and | eaving, but Cross hangs
back.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Tal ora, Quinlan, a nonment please.

They hang back as the rest file out.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
What ever's goi ng on between you two,
sort it out. | don't need ny second
in command and tactical advisor
bi ckering during a time like this.

TALORA AND QUI NLAN
Capt ai n. .

Cross raises a finger.

CRGCSS
Ah-ah. | don't want to hear it.
Just get over it. NOW Understood?
QUI NLAN
Sir.
TALORA
Yes, Captain.
CRGCSS

Good. We have enough to worry about
at the nonent.

He nods, and wal ks out. Talora and Quinlan | ook at each
ot her.

EXT. THE ARRAY -- PRE- DAWN

Cross, Dojar, Spiner and two guards, HARRI' S and JONES beam

down. Al but Spiner have phasers drawn. There is no sign

out si de of anybody, but the array's door is now open. From
inside there is the sane faint blue glow that emts fromits
out si de.

CRCSS
Doj ar .
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Dojar notions to the guards, and they cautiously approach
t he door, both guards wielding flash lights. They stand
ei ther side of the door.

DQJ AR
On three. One, two, three.

The two guards swi ng in.
I NT. ARRAY -- GROUND FLOOR

Al'though dim it is |it by various panels and di splays around
the walls. It is fairly big, with a METALLI C WALKWAY | eadi ng
up on one side to a higher level. There is no sign of Y I|an,
but GREY is slunped in one corner, snoring gently. The two
guards | ook around.

HARRI S
Cl ear.

Cross, Dojar and Spiner enter. Cross wal ks over to Gey.

CROSS
Li eutenant, Erik, can you hear ne?

G ey awakes with a SNORT

GREY
Capt ai n, what?

He | ooks around.

GREY ( CONT' D)
| don't renmenber falling asleep.

CRCSS
VWhere's Y' | an?

GREY
He was upstairs. Doing sonmething to
shut down the traps or sonething.
What ' s goi ng on?

CRGCSS
["I'l explain later. You two, stay
with Gey. Dojar, you' re with ne.

They begin to ascend the wal kway.
I NT. ARRAY -- FIRST FLOOR

It |ooks practically the same as the ground floor, but the
wal kways both descends bel ow the floor and rises above it.

Y' LAN is working away at a panel on the opposite side to the
wal kway, facing away from Cross and Dojar as they enter,
both with their phasers pointing towards the Qtam.
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Y' LAN
(not turning round)
Captain. Lieutenant Dojar.

CROSS
Step away fromthe console, Y I|an

Y' LAN
| know why you're here. You've
detected the ships in orbit. | am
not happy about this.

CRGCSS

Funny, that was ny reaction too.
Y' | an suddenly SPI NS AROUND, angrily.

Y' LAN
Don't you realize what you've done?
Those ships were shrouded, waiting
for the Faction to return. Now you've
exposed them the Faction will read
themtoo. The whole plan will fall
apart.

CROSS
I"'mnot buying it anynore, Y'Ian.
If that were so, you shoul d have
told us before now the ships were in
orbit.

Y' LAN
It is none of your concern! This is
a Qtam mtter! This is not a
Starfleet problem

CRCSS
| don't give a damm about Q tam
matters, I'mtrying to save the |lives
of thousands of people.

Y' LAN
And what do you think I am doing
here? | agreed to disable this array,
agai nst ny w shes, and the w shes of
t he Hegenony. | do ny best to satisfy

your needs, but your actions just
show why | have been trying to keep
this operation secret fromyou. If
you had just rescued your people and
left, then we woul d have captured
the Faction. |If you had just |eft
the array for another few days we
woul d have captured the Faction. |If
you had left nmy |aboratory al one, we
woul d still have a chance, but now
you have ruined it.
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CROSS

| don't |ike being kept in the dark.
Y' LAN

W are protecting you!
CROSS

No, you are protecting your own
selfish interests, Y lan, and you
know it.

Y' LAN
Captain, please reinitiate the cloak
and erase all records of it from
your conputers. There is still a
chance that the Faction will be too
far away to detect it.

CRCSS
| can't do that.

Y' LAN
Then | apol ogi ze, Captain, but I
cannot continue ny work here either.
Those people will die.

BEAT.
CROSS
Then we'll just have to try and do
the best we can without you. In the
meantime, | want you to order those
ships to | eave this planet.
Y' LAN
I do not have that authority.
CROSS
Dammit, Y'lan, what the hell...
Cross' comm CHI RPS.
TALORA' S COW VA CE
Captain, Talora.
I NT. BRI DGE

Talora sits in the captain's chair,
On the viewscreen, a firefight is going on, a Qtam ship

seemingly firing at the two other Q tam ships.

TALORA
Anot her Q tam ship has just dropped
out of warp and has engaged the ot her
two vessel s.

43.
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CROSS
The Enterprise?

TALORA
They don't appear to be bothering
about us at the nonent.

I NT. ARRAY -- FIRST FLOOR

Cr 0ss,

BEAT.

Dojar and Y'lan as before.

CRCSS
Okay, keep our of their way. Cross
out.
(to Y'lan)
| suppose this is the Faction?

Y' LAN

We woul d hardly fire on our own ships.

I would advise you to |eave this
area, the Faction will do their best
to ensure this array stays
functi oni ng.

CRCSS
What about you?

Y' LAN
I will stay and continue this work.
Now t hat the Faction know t hat we
are here, | may as well try and save
t hese people. Hopefully the Hegenony
wi Il keep them occupi ed | ong enough
for ne to conplete the task

CRCSS
WIIl they attack you?
Y' LAN
Undoubt edl y.
CRCSS
Then we'll |eave a security detail...
Y' LAN
No. | did not want you involved in
the first place, and I still don't.

Despite what you may believe, | don't
want to cause the death of anyone.

CRCSS
Al right. Good | uck.

He taps his conmm
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No answer.

Bel ow t hey can see THREE Q TAM,
guards and Spiner. Cross and Dojar pull back.

RENAI SSANCE: "Between Two Worl ds" - ACT FOUR

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
Cross to Jones and Harris. W're
| eavi ng.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Jones? Answer.

nothing. Cross notions to Dojar.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Doj ar .

They cautiously approach the wal kway, and peer down.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Looks |ike your concern may be too
late, Y'lan. W' ve got conpany.

Y' LAN
How many?

CRGSS
Thr ee.

Y' LAN

Captain, if the Hegenony |earns the
Faction are already on the array,
they will not hesitate to destroy it
fromorbit.

CRCSS
Al right. Wat will the Faction's
pl an of action be?

Y' LAN
| have conpleted ny work on the | ower
level, but it is inperative you stop
t hem reachi ng these hi gher |evels.

DAJAR
Wiy haven't they already done so?

Y' LAN
Because of the el ectrobi ot echnol ogy
on these levels, the only safe way
of ensuring a successful transport
is to the | owest |evel, where the
systens are m ni nal

DQJAR
They don't want their nolecul es
scranbl ed.

45.
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BEAT.

Y' LAN
Correct.

CROSS
No, they just allow everything else's
on this planet to be. That neans we
can't get any nore guards in here
wi t hout them having to go through
t here.

Y' LAN
I wouldn't advise contacting the
shi p, anyway, Captain. You don't
want to give the Faction any nore
clues to your whereabouts.

K' PAR
(from bel ow, calling)
Captain Cross.

DAJAR
Qur men woul dn't have told himyour
name.

CRGCSS
Spi ner.
K' PAR
(from bel ow)
Captain Cross, | know you're up there,
sonewhere. |f you don't appear, |
wll kill your men.
CRGCSS
Y' | an?
Y' LAN

His name is K par, he is known to be
nerciless. However, they're only
security, they're expendabl e.

CRCSS
No one is expendable, Y lan. Dojar,
stay with him

DQJAR
Captain, | should go.

CRCSS
Thank you, Dojar, but it's nore
i mportant you guard Y'|an.
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I NT. ARRAY -- GROUND FLOOR

ds" - ACT FOUR 47.

K' PAR, the |eader of the three Qtam, wal ks around as the
ot her two have weaponry pointed at the kneeling Grey, Harris,
Jones, and Spiner, who is whinpering.

K' PAR
Captain, I will give you exactly--
CRCSS
(i nterrupts)

I''m here.

Cross appears on the wal kway,
Spi ner continues bl ubberi ng.

K' PAR

poi nting his phaser at them

Put that weapon down, Captain, |

seriously doubt you'
it.

Cross stand still.

re going to use

K' PAR ( CONT' D)

O woul d you prefer

M, what is it,

Spi ner, here, executed?

Cross reluctantly put his phaser down. Spiner's weeping

i ncr eases.

CRCSS
It's no good. Your
out gunned up there,
you can go.

K' PAR

ship is heavily
there's nowhere

| don't care. M responsibility is
to make sure this array conpletes
[

will be able to use

CRCSS
W won't allowit.

K' PAR

ts job, so that those who follow ne
I

this planet.

We? The Federation? Don't tell ne
you're so naive. The Federation has
absolutely no idea what's going on

here, let alone any
control it.

Spiner is sobbing away in the

clue on howto

corner.

K' PAR ( CONT' D)

Oh will you shut up
little creature?

you irritating
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For a brief nmoment, he turns his back. Cross quickly rolls
hi nsel f down the wal kway, grabbing his phaser as he goes,
and shoots one of the Qtam guards, who slunps to the floor
The other is distracted, and receives a punch in the face
from Gey, which sends himflying. As this second guard is
dazed, G ey grabs Spiner, and runs over to where Cross has
ducked behind a console. Harris and Jones run for it too,
but K par shoots Jones in the leg, who falls, scream ng.
Harris hesitates, and K par turns his phaser on him shooting
hi m square in the head. They both fall down. K par spins
round.

K' PAR ( CONT' D)
Very good, captain. Two down for
you, one for ne.

The Q tam Gey punched gets back up. Behind their console,
Cross and Grey confer quietly.

CROSS
Y lan's still working upstairs. W
have to stop themgetting up there.
GREY
| should go up
CROSS

Dojar's up there.

GREY
Doj ar doesn't know anyt hi ng about
Qtam tech. Permssion to risk ny

life, sir?
CRGCSS
(hesitating)
Al right. 1'Il cover you.

Cross shoots a warning shot over to K par, and runs from one
console to another, |eaving Spiner alone. As the two Q tam
shoot at him Gey heads up the wal kway. The Q tam wunderling
spots himand shoots at himas Gey runs for it. Cross stands
up and shoots again at the guard, bringing himdown as G ey
successfully reaches the next |evel and disappears. K par
spins round and points his phaser at Cross, who is pointing
his at K par. They have reached a Mexican stand off.

K' PAR
Vell, well. This is certainly proving
to be an interesting day. Wo has
the fastest trigger finger, Captain?
As they glare at each other, we
FADE OUT

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise is continuing to orbit the planet. 1In the
background, we see two of the Q TAM SHI PS maneuvering around
each other as they shoot at each other, the third Qtam

ship hovering a little apart.

I NT. BRI DGE

Talora in the captain's chair, Qinlan still standing behind
her. Ensign WOODS is at the helm SUKOTHAI at m ssion
oper ati ons.

QUI NLAN
The second Qtam ship is powering
its weapons. About tine they chipped

in.

TALORA
It doesn't look to ne as if they're
“chipping in" -- |ook

They watch the screen. The Qtam vessel not involved in
the battle is noving around slowy so it seens to be facing
the planet. Quinlan checks a consol e.

QUI NLAN
They are aimng their weapons
directly at the array.

TALORA
(taps conm badge)
Talora to Cross. | would advise you
to take whatever action you are going
to quickly, Captain.

I NT. ARRAY -- GROUND FLOCOR

CROCSS and K PAR as before, still facing each other with
phasers.

CRCSS
Now i s not the best tine, Conmander.
What ' s happeni ng?

TALORA' S COW VA CE
The second Q tam vessel is aimng
its weapons directly at the array,
capt ai n.

CRCSS
You hear that, K par? If you don't
surrender, we're all dead.
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K' PAR
Listen to me, Talora, whoever's in
charge up there. | have your captain

down here, and | would advise you to--
I NT. ARRAY -- FIRST FLOOR

Dojar is standing guard by the wal kway as Y' |lan and G ey
work feverishly at the controls. They can all hear K par
t hrough the conm

K' PAR' S COW VA CE
tell the Qtam to hold off their
attack if you want to see himlive
agai n.

DQJAR
How much | onger ?

GREY
W're getting there. Y lan. Y Ilan,
what you doi ng?

He | ooks over at the console, then | ooks worriedly at Y |an.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Hey, that's conmmuni cations equi prent.
You' re sending, what, results from
this array up? Wat the hell are
you doing that for?

Y' I an ROARS and spins round, knocking Gey flying across the
room Dojar turns, but by the tine he has ained his phaser,
Y' | an has shot him knocking himout cold too.

Y' LAN
Y lan to |l ead ship, we are nearly
done.
I NT. BRI DGE
As before.
TALORA

Qtam vessel, we have people down
on that array, attenpting to disable
it as we speak, please hold off your

at t ack.

QUI NLAN
Still nothing. Their weapons are
nearly fully activated. It can't be

| ong now before they fire.

TALORA
Esti mat e?
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QUI NLAN
Anot her mi nute at the npst.

TALORA
Talora to Y'lan, howlong left?

I NT. ARRAY -- FIRST FLOOR
Y' LAN works on, ignoring Talora's hails.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Y' I an, how | ong?

| NT. BRI DGE
As before.

TALORA
Do none of these Qtam answer their
hai |l s?

| NT. ARRAY -- GROUND FLOCOR
K' PAR and CRGCSS, still in their standoff.

CRCSS
You know as well as | do that those
ships up there won't care about ne.
They want you, and they will do
anything to get you. Do you really
want to die like this?

K' PAR
| knew this was a suicide mssion
the nonment | accepted it. It is you
who are deluded, Captain. |If | have
to die, I wll.
| NT. BRI DGE
As before.
QUI NLAN
Their weapons are now fully online.
Tal or a.
TALORA

W have to bl ock them give the
captain nore tinme. Move us in front
of them Now.

QUI NLAN
Tal ora, those weapons w || destroy
us.
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TALORA
| don't think they'll fire on us.
W' re not the eneny.

QUI NLAN
Are you sure about that?

TALORA
We're about to find out. Wods, do
it.

WOODS
Conmander, are you sure..

QUI NLAN
Oh, for goodness sake.

She sprints across the bridge and pushes Wods to one side.

TALORA
M ss Quinl an?
QUI NLAN
Wrk together, Talora, renmenber?
Besides, | can't think of anything
better.
TALORA
You surprise ne.
QUI NLAN
Actually, I"'mlying, | can, | just
want to see you proved wrong.
TALORA
| remind you if | am proved wong,
we will die.
QUI NLAN
Yes, but at least I'Il die smugly.

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise streaks to below the Qtam ship, blocking
its aim

| NT. BRI DGE
As before.

QUI NLAN
Hol d your breath.

Long BEAT.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
They' re powering down their weapons.

52.
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She and Qui nl an exchange a relieved glance. The comm beeps.

SUKOTHAI
It's the Qtam.

TALORA
Now t hey want to talk.

I NT. ARRAY -- GROUND FLOCR
K par and Cross as before.

CROSS
Way did you do this?

K' PAR
The Q tam need sonmewhere to live,
captain, it's as sinple as that.

CRCSS
Is it worth dying for?

K' PAR
For the good of the many, captain.

Suddenly there is a cry, and Spiner appears froma corner,
and RUSHES at K par.

SPI NER
Liar! You nurdering --

CRGCSS
Spi ner, no!

K par spins round and instinctively shoots at him as Cross
shoots K par. Both K par and Spiner drop down.

Cross hurries across to Spiner, checks himfor a pulse, and
| ooks grave. He runs over to Harris and Jones, who lie in
t he corner.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Enterprise, nedical enmergency. Three
to beam up.

The two guards and Spi ner shimer and vanish. Cross runs up
t he wal kway.

I NT. ARRAY -- FIRST FLOOR

Y LAN is still tapping away, as GREY and DQOJAR are |ying
unconsci ous. CRGCSS runs in.

CRGCSS
Y lan we...
(beat)
what happened here?
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Y' LAN
One of the consol es expl oded. They
were overconme. They will be fine.

CRCSS
How you doi ng?

Y' LAN
Last details, now

He presses a final button, and i medi ately everything begins
to go dimwith a whirring sound.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
| believe it would be now safe to

beam up.
CROSS

The array?
Y' LAN

Can now be destroyed safely.
CROSS

Wel| done, Ylan. Cross to
Enterprise. The array is now safely
shut down. Four to beam up.

They all shinmrer into nothing.
I NT. BRI DGE

As before.

TALORA
Under st ood, capt ai n.

QUI NLAN
Look.

They watch on the screen as one of the Qtam ships,
presumably the Faction ship, turns tail and heads into warp.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Tail between its |egs.

TALORA
Yes, quite. | think we can step
asi de now, M ss Quinlan.
QUI NLAN
Yes, sir.
EXT. SPACE

The ENTERPRI SE noves away fromits position, and the Q tam
ship FIRES down to the surface.
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EXT. WASTELAND -- MORN NG

The beam bl asts through the norning sky and the array EXPLODES
in a coruscate of color

EXT. SPACE -- LATER

The Enterprise is orbiting peacefully now, with the two Q tam
shi ps al ongsi de.

CRGCSS (V. 0)
Captain's |og, stardate 78295. 3.
The Faction ship has di sappeared
fromlong range sensors, and the
Qtam vessels are |leaving imediately
in a pursuit course. They assure ne
that our little disagreenment over
how to proceed in this matter wl|l
not harm Federation-Q tam relations.
| amsad to report we |ost the one
remai ni ng survivor of the science
team Doctor John Spiner, but |et
the record show he died bravely,
protecting his fellow officers. The
rest of our crew involved on the
pl anet's surface, however, are
expected to make a full recovery,
and are currently conval escing from
m nor wounds in sickbay.

As Cross speaks, the Qtam ships nove away fromthe planet,
headi ng off in pursuit.

I NT. SI CKBAY
G ey and Dojar are lying, still unconscious, on biobeds.
Elris potters about. Y lan enters.

Y' LAN
How are the patients, doctor?

ELRI' S
They just suffered mld concussion,
["'mletting themsleep it off.

Y' LAN
Can | see then?
ELRI S
You won't get anything out of them
Y' LAN
It would increase nmy know edge of
human consciousness, | would like to

scan themw th ny own equi pnent.
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ELRI S
WIIl it harmthenf

Y' LAN
No, on the contrary.

ELRI S
Alright.

56.

Y' Il an wal ks over, watched by Elris. He runs a scanner-Ilike
device which emts a red gl ow over both G ey and Doj ar.

I NT. TEN FORWARD

Quinlan is at the bar. Talora wal ks in.

QUI NLAN
Commander. One drink only tonight,
| swear.
TALORA
Quinlan. Inpressive piloting skills

today. To be that exact, that fast.

QUI NLAN
Yes. They were.

BEAT. Talora turns to go.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Wrth at |east a junior grade.

Tal ora stops, but doesn't acknow edge her further,
out. As she does so, Dojar and Gey walk in.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Hey, you two, how you feeling?

GREY

Splitting headache, but that's all.
QUI NLAN

Still can't remenber it, huh?
DAJAR

| don't even remenber arriving at
this planet.

QUI NLAN
What did Y' |an say happened agai n?

GREY
Consol e bl ew up. A booby trap we
m ssed.

wal ki ng
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QUI NLAN
That's funny. | don't renenber Lea
sayi ng you had burns when you beaned

up.

DQJAR
Maybe Q@Q tam consol es bl ow up
differently.
INT. Y'LAN S SCI ENCE LAB

Cross is with Y Ian.

Y' LAN
The Hegenony believe they will capture
t hat vessel. Now they have | ost

their captain, they wll be
di sorgani zed, weak.

CRCSS
Good.
(beat)
Y lan, while | appreciate you felt
you were doi ng what was best by
keeping us in the dark, please don't
do it again.

Y' LAN
Captain, | --

CRGCSS
If you had expl ai ned the situation
tonme fromthe first, I would have

done what ever you requested within
reasonabl e paraneters.

Y' LAN
Captain, what you termreasonable
and what | termreasonabl e may not
be the sane.

CROSS
| cannot have soneone on ny crew
w t hhol di ng i nformation from ne.

Y' LAN
I amnot on your crew. | amsinply
an observer

CRGCSS
I"'msorry, Y lan, but if it happens
again, | wll have to reconsider

your position on this ship.
Under st ood?
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Y' LAN
Captain, let ne assure you, if there
is anext time, | wll ensure you do
not even realize it.

CRGCSS
Is that a threat?

Y' LAN
No, just an observation. Now, if
you wi Il excuse nme, | amvery busy.

Cross | ooks at himfor a nonent, and then wal ks out.
| NT. READY ROOM

The reprise fromthe teaser. Cross walks in, and | ooks out
of the window at the planet, still decimated by the effect
of the Qtam array.

CRCSS
Begin Captain's Personal Log, Stardate
78296.1. Wen Y' lan first cane
onboard the Enterprise, there were
many who were wary of him He came
froma previously unknown race, and
hi s appearance was, at best, unusual.
But | defended the decision to include
himon the crew, even going to a
tribunal about it, because | believed
it was inportant for our two cul tures
to |l earn nore about one anot her.
Over the three nmonths he's been
aboard, | have heard the odd remark
about him how he makes peopl e feel
unconfortabl e when he is around,
slightly unsettled -- even I, | admt,
found himodd at times -- but | just
put it down to good old fashi oned
xenophobi a. He has been not hi ng but
hel pful during our mssions, and, if
he was, at tines, a little insensitive
to us, particularly in regards to
our privacy, it could be argued it
was just himadapting to our culture's
way of thinking. However, events of
the past thirty six hours have nade
me re-evaluate ny opinion of him
and have ne wonderi ng whet her our
fears were not, indeed, well founded?

INT. Y' LAN S SCI ENCE LAB

Y lan is present, but no one else. W continue to hear
Cross's log entry.
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CRGCSS (V. 0)
Many thousands of innocent people
have died here, and all because of
the Qtam.
It has brought hone to me that we
know very little about them just
what they have deigned to tell us.

W see that Y lan is working at his table. On the hol ogram
appears the planet again, with the words transcribed on it:
"TRANSM TTI NG Bl OLOG CAL DATA NOW "
CRCSS (V.O ) (CONT' D)

Are they really our friends, or are

we nmaking a very serious m stake?
Of Y lan's ever so blank expression, we --

FADE OUT

END OF ACT FIVE

THE END
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