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RENAI SSANCE: "Pandora's Last Gft" - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

I NT. CAVE

CRCSS sits inside a small cave. The cave isn't furnished
except for a wooden chair, which Cross is sitting on. At the
openi ng of the cave, a force field tw nkles as snow particles
fromthe mountain hit the cave's force field.

Next to the chair is a tray of food, half eaten. Cross hinself
is poorly grooned, his hair unkenpt and his beard has about
a week's grow h.

A KLI NGON appears at the front of the cave and turns off the
force field. He steps in.

CRCSS
What ' s goi ng on? Wiy have | been
t aken here?

A beat. The Klingon doesn't respond. He's just staring at
Cross, and taking notes on a PADD

CROSS ( CONT' D)
(rmore frustrated)
| asked you a question, dammt. Wy
aml here? Are you a Reformst?

The Klingon still doesn't say anyt hing.
CROSS (CONT' D)
(angry)
That's it.

He tries to rush the Klingon, but he's no match for the
towering man. The Klingon easily tosses himto the side.

Wth a satisfied grunt, he finishes tapping his PADD and
| eaves the cave, shutting the force field.

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:
I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM
TALORA, Y' LAN, QUI NLAN, DQJAR, ELRI'S, and GREY are present.

TALORA
Y'lan, what do we know about where
the Captain is?

Y' I an punches some keys, bringing up what appears to be a
flight path on the nonitor

Y' LAN
At first | was unable to establish
the Captain's |location, but | believe
that | may have found him

Y' |l an presses some buttons and a di splay appears, showi ng a
sol ar system which then zoons in on the third planet.

TALORA
How were you able to trace his
| ocation so easily?

Y' LAN
| amunable to answer that question
nysel f, Commander. But, | believe

that | have found him

There is a BEAT as Talora |ooks at Y'|lan questioningly, but
Y' | an goes on anyway.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
It appears that the Captain was
abduct ed by nenbers of the rebel
Kl i ngon group, the Reform sts.

TALORA
The Reform sts?
Y' LAN
Affirmative. | detected a Reform st

energy signature |leaving lonis around
the tine the Captain went m ssing.
Again | amunable to explain how or
why | detected it.

QUI NLAN
(interrupting)
| didn't know they still had the
ability to do that. Last tine |
checked, they were down to only a
dozen or so warships.
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TALORA
Romul an intelligence has them
simlarly unarned. It seens unlikely
that they'd have the ships and
technol ogy to stage a covert
ki dnappi ng wi t hout us knowi ng. Y'Ilan?

Y' LAN

(brings up picture)
It appears that they used a Napoch-
cl ass war shi p.

(expl ai ni ng)
Approxi mately ten years ago, when
they were still active, the Reformsts
built half a dozen prototype ships
t hey call ed Napoch-cl ass, after their
| eader. These ships utilize a
power ful cl oaki ng device that the
Feder ati on never coul d penetrate,
and have the ability to transport
whi | e cl oaked.

GREY
I"d love to get ny hands on one of
t hose.

Y' LAN

Until today, it was assuned that al
Napoch-cl ass shi ps were destroyed by
the Klingon Inperial Fleet. That

t hey have any remaining is not good
news for the Inperialists or the
Federati on.

TALORA
Were you able to track the ship?

Y' LAN
Yes. Although their cloaking device
hi des them from sensors, the ship
makes fluctuations in the background
energy of space. By analyzing that
energy, | have determ ned that the
ship is currently in orbit around a
smal | planet naned Gargari |11.

QUI NLAN

You can't be serious.
(beat)

That planet's been used by the Orion
Syndi cate for years. Apparently
Starfleet's classified it pre-warp
and unworthy of further investigation
and won't go anywhere near it. |
shouldn't tell you this, but I've
had opportunity to use that planet
nore than once for trading.
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TALORA
Regardl ess of that little tidbit,
Ms. Quinlan, I'mtaking the Enterprise
to the planet. W're getting back
t he captain.

GREY
I know you're not Starfleet,
Conmander, but that's a pre-warp
planet. We can't go there w thout
express approval from Conmand.

TALORA
That's probably what they were
t hi nki ng when they set up base there.
If we wait, we give themnore tine
to reinforce their position. W need
to go. Now.

ELRI S
| agree. W can't just let these
Ref orm st guerillas-

GREY
(interrupting)
Doctor, there are rules for a reason.
W can't just disregard the Prine
Directive because sone terrorists
don't want to followit.

TALORA
W need to get the Captain back. |If
we wait, it mght be too late. W
don't even know what their plan is,
but we can assunme it won't be too
friendly. I"'mordering this ship to
the planet inmediately.

QUI NLAN
You m ght be Captain now that Captain
Cross is mssing, but | doubt the
rest of the crewwl!| follow your
orders unl ess you give thema dam
good reason to.

TALORA

When | signed on to this ship, |
signed on as the full first officer.
You don't have to like it, but you
have to live with it. That's an order
| don't want to hear any of you
questioning ny conmand agai n.

(beat)
And I will be making a note about
this to Captain Cross when he gets
back.
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GREY
Then I'm putting ny protest on the
record.
TALORA

Feel free to do that, M. Gey.
(taps conm badge)

Talora to Guer. Set a course for

Gargari 111, and engage.

GUER S COW VO CE
The nav conputer is saying that's a
restricted planet. Should | override?

TALORA
Yes. The Captain's down there.

GUER' S COW VA CE
(over conm
| understand. Course laid in... and
we' re under way.

I NT. BU LDl NG

The building is primtive, with very little ornanentation
except necessary furniture. SEVEN NATIVES are sitting around
a square table. Through the wi ndows, we can see that it is
dark outside, and there is nothing |lighting up the night.

The | eader, RAMLA, begins to speak.

RAMLA

This nmeeting of "The Seven of Hope"
shal | begin.

(a beat)
Qui hona, you have cone to nme with
di sturbing news. Is it true that the
strange forheaded ones have stol en
the caves fromthose called the
Oions?

QUI HONA
Yes, master. | have seen it nyself.
| saw themin the caves on the
mountain. | have seen sparkling glass
covering the caves.

RAMLA
| believe that we shoul d begin an
expedition to find out what has
happened.

MANGCS
| agree. Are there any who do not?
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QUI HONA
W nust not. W will be ridiculed.
Wil e we tal k about having hope in
private, acting on these ideas...
It's sacrilege.

RAMLA

Sonehow, our peopl e have survived
ridiculing the concept of hope. Sone
days, | ask nyself how But this is
not survival. It's bands of people,
conpeting for resources. Think of
how nuch better we would be if we
wor ked together for the conmon good.

QUI HONA

Yes, master. We've all heard the
speech several tinmes. But try saying
it out there.

(pointing out the

wi ndow)
They don't want to hear it.
Hopel essness is their tradition. W
cannot change them

RAMLA
And hope is ours. Perhaps we wll
find something in the caves that can
convi nce our people to work together.
W' ve held these secret neeting-held
out hope we'd eventually succeed-for

centuries.
(beat)
I[t's time we actual ly did sonething.
(beat)
Wio agrees to the expedition?
MANOS
| agree.
FRANDGCS
| agree.
BARKAJ
| agree.
QUI HONA
| agree.
JALAN
| agree.
DELENGCS

| agree.
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RAMLA
Then it shall be done. W shall set
out when the sun rises. Be ready. W
will neet in the town square. This
nmeeting of "The Seven of Hope" is
now conpl et e.

I NT. CAVE

Cross is still inside, several hours later. Another Klingon,
KORLETH, wal ks up to the force field and wal ks through.

CRCSS
(weakl y)
Wiy am | here? What do you want?

KORLETH
You are a prisoner of the Reform st
Movenment. The Federation is fighting
a usel ess war of propaganda agai nst
us. W will use you to get themto
st op.

CRCSS
They won't listen to you. The
Federati on doesn't negotiate with
terrorists.

KORLETH
(anger ed)
We are not terrorists. We are fighting
for the freedom of our people from
the tyranny of the Hi gh Council! W
ask only for denocracy.

CRGCSS
The Federation believed that before
you started destroying civilians.
You killed hundreds of innocents
civilians in your march to denocracy.

KORLETH
W destroyed stronghol ds of the
I mperialists. They used their
civilians so that we would | ook I|ike
t he di shonor ed.

CRGCSS
You' ve nade that argunent to the
Federation. They didn't buy it.
What nmakes you think they' Il listen
now?

KORLETH
We have you, Neil Cross. The captain
of their flagship.
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CRCSS
To be honest, | don't know how many
of the top brass will care if |I'm
killed. But either way, your
ki dnapping me just reinforces the
fact that you're terrorists.

KORLETH

I"man old man. | gave up ny fam|y-
ny wife and children-for a denocracy.
When | started, | thought it would
be a clean fight. The forces of
denocracy agai nst the forces of
tyranny. Just |ike the revolutions
of your peopl e.

(beat)
But it wasn't so sinple. They started
ki dnappi ng our children in the mddle
of the night. Wien we still wouldn't
back down, they killed them What
were we to do?

CRCSS
(firm
Just because they killed your famlies
doesn't give you the right to kil
theirs.

KORLETH

In the beginning, we attacked their
mlitary. But we wanted to show we
weren' t backing down. So we destroyed
the offices of the Hi gh Counci
menbers. We didn't realize that the
Hi gh Counci | men enpl oyed civilians.
Had we realized we'd never have...

(trails off)
We have been gravely dishonored...

CROSS
(unsynpat heti c)
But you didn't stop there. You bl ew
up an entire building full of
civilians not related to the
gover nment .

KORLETH

Once we were branded as nurderers of
i nnocents, sone high up deci ded we
should live up to our nane.

(beat)
Most of us didn't agree, but we
carried out the attack anyway. W
pi cked our target well -- we destroyed
the Inperialist Guilds Ofice, where
civilians would go to be given their

car eer.
( MORE)
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KORLETH ( CONT' D)
(wth contenpt)
Under Martok, ny people have been
forced into whatever career the
| nperialists considered nost
important. OF course, the Klingon
Def ense Forces drew the nost people.

CRCSS
You Kkilled thousands of people. And
since then, you killed even nore
civilians. I'mnot buying this
i nnocent act, and neither wl|
Starfleet. And kidnapping nme won't

hel p.

KORLETH
W won't get anywhere until Starfl eet
stops their propaganda war. | think
they' Il listen.

CRGCSS

We'll see about that.

Wth that Korleth turns and EXITS, |eaving Cross sat al one
in the cave. Fromthis we

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE




RENAI SSANCE: "Pandora's Last Gft"

FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise at warp.

I NT. READY ROOM

Talora is sitting at her desk. The doors SWOOSH open and

GQuer wal ks in.

Conmmander .

Li eut enant,
require?

ACT TWD

GUER

TALORA
is there sonething you

GUER

ACT TWO

| was expecting to rendezvous with
the Corsica in two days.
still going to be possible?

f orgot about

Li eut enant Commander .

TALORA
Wth all that just happened, | al nost
it. A belated
congratul ati ons on your pronotion

| s that

Whet her we'l |

make it depends on when we get the
Capt ai n back

(det erm

ned)

But we've worked too hard to m ss

t hat rendezvous.

Ve' ||

go to

slipstreamif necessary to get you
there on tine.

GUER

(surprised)
Thank you, Commander. | appreciate
that. Thank you for everything.

on the Enter
not realize

TALORA
To be entirely honest with you
Commander, you were ny first friend

prise.
t hat .

GUER

Thank you again. |

up to that.

( MORE)

Even

if 1 did

"Il be as sad to
see you go as the Enterprise wll
m ss your talents.

hope |

can live

10.
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GUER ( CONT' D)
To tell you the truth, even
t hough we' ve been through all the
sinulations, I'mstill a bit nervous.
And with the political situation as
it is, I"'msure I'll be seeing al
sorts of things |I haven't seen in
si nmul ati ons.

TALORA
I'msure you' |l nmake an excel | ent
first officer. The Corsica will be
happy to have you. Although its
Captain will never admt to being
happy about anyt hi ng.

GUER
Yeah. A Vulcan captain is going to
t ake sone getting used to.

Talora gives away a brief smle, before getting back to her
work. Wth that, Guer wal ks to the doors and wal ks back onto
t he bridge.

I NT. CAVE

Korleth wal ks through the turned off forcefield. He is
carrying a small device.

KORLETH
(braggi ng)
W will finally be able to get sone
| everage with the Federation.

He puts down the devi ce.

KORLETH ( CONT' D)
Wth this device, | can broadcast
our dermands all the way to Earth.

He turns on the device.

KORLETH ( CONT' D)
The device also has a built-in
di sruptor. Do anything | don't Ilike...
(taps his pocket)
and you' re dead.

CRCSS
You'll never get away with this.

KORLETH
Somehow | think the Federation wll
listen. You are the captain of their
flagship after all.

( MORE)



RENAI SSANCE: "Pandora's Last Gft" - ACT TWO

KORLETH ( CONT' D)
(beat, aside)
We'll finally get our day. After 20
years, we'll w n one.

Korleth taps his communicator.

KORLETH (to conm) (CONT' D)
W' re ready here. Activate the
transmtter.

KLI NGON (over conm)
Transmtter active. We're ready when
you are.

Korleth turns and takes a breath, preparing hinself for his
bi g nonent.

KORLETH

(to transmtter)
This is Conmander Korleth of the
Ref orm st Movenent. We have captured
the Captain of your Starship
Enterprise. If you want hi m back,
you wi Il inmmedi ately cease your
usel ess propaganda agai nst us. Your
i es have gone on | ong enough.

| NT. BRI DGE
Tal ora, Dojar, and Guer are present.

KORLETH
(on vi ewscreen)
| repeat, you nust negotiate or the
captain dies. Korleth out.

TALORA
Y' lan, were you able to get a fix on
the transm ssi on?

Y' LAN
They used quite a few bouncing
techni ques, but it appears to be
comng fromGargari |11

TALORA
M. Cuer, how far away from Gargari
are we?
GUER
At maxi mum warp, 1 day.
TALORA
(taps conm
Talora to Gey. | need you to prep

the Enterprise for slipstream

12.
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GREY

(over conm
G ve ne one nonent.

(beat)
W're ready. But let's try to keep
it to under an hour. At the nonent,
t he engines won't be able to handle
much nore than that.

Tal ora | ooka at Guer.

GUER
At slipsteam we'll make it to Gargar
in just under 25 m nutes.

TALCRA
Excellent. M. Guer, set a course
for Gargari at slipstream speed.
Engage.

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise drops out of warp for a nmonment, but then opens
a SLI PSTREAM TUNNEL, and gets sucked i nsi de.

I NT. FEDERATI ON COUNCI L CHAMBERS

DELFUNE, THEL, PORTMAN, and SEVERAL OTHER ADM RALS are
present. In addition, PRESIDENT DRELL, a fairly inposing
human, and the ENTI RE COUNCI L, 25 menbers made up nostly of
humans, is present.

On a viewscreen, Korleth's demand is playing.
THEL

Ladi es and gentlenen, this is nost
di sturbing. The planet...

DELFUNE
(interrupting, to
Por t man)

| told you that Cross was a mi st ake.
But you wouldn't I|isten.

PORTMAN
(interrupting)
This has nothing to do with Captain
Cross. He. ..

DRELL
W wi |l have order in this chanber!
This is not the tine to debate
political appointnments. W have a
hi gh ranki ng Captain ki dnapped on a
hi ghl y-sensitive pl anet.

( MORE)
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Only one,

DRELL ( CONT' D)
(beat)
The only ship in the vicinity is the
Enterprise, which is mssing her
captain, and is currently being
conmanded by a Romul an.

DELFUNE
W coul d have the Arnageddon
rendezvous with the Enterprise and
have Captain Gold take over the
m ssi on.

PORTMAN
The Arrmageddon is days away. The
Enterprise, with her slipstreamdrive,
will make it to Gargari within the
hour. We need to keep Commander Tal ora
in charge.

THEL
We coul d command her from here.
Leave her as a figurehead, but do
t he actual commandi ng here.

PORTMAN
That woul d underm ne t he whol e purpose
of the Romnul an/ Federati on exchange.
W made her the first officer, let's
treat her |ike one.

DRELL
Time is short, and we've heard the
argunents. Do any nmenbers of the
Council wish to speak before we take
this to a vote.

a young Vul can named T' LOR rai ses his hand.

DRELL ( CONT' D)
T lor, you nmay speak.

T LOR

M. President, logic dictates that
we allow Oficer Talora to so what
we placed her on the Enterprise to
do. If we only wished her to be Cross’
second in command, but not to take
over in his absence, we shoul d not
have given her the position of First
Oficer.

(beat)
The record has shown that Tal ora has
t aken over on several occasions, and
has performed admrably. | urge the
Council to vote to allow Talora to
retain command of this vital m ssion.

14.
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DRELL
Are there any further coments.

The remai ning nenbers of the council remain quiet.

Severa
Counci

A BEAT.

A BEAT.

Sever a

seconds pass,
begins to |ight up.

DRELL (CONT' D)
Then the vote shall begin. You may
vote yes or no. A vote of yes shal
be a vote to retain Talora on the
m ssion, while a vote of no shall be
a vote to discuss further options.

FOR: 6 - AGAINST: 5

FOR 11 - AGAINST: 10 - ABSTAIN. 2

FOR 11 - AGAINST: 11 - ABSTAIN. 2

seconds pass.

DRELL ( CONT' D)
Who has not voted? The vote will not
close until all 25 have recorded
their votes.

I medi ately after:

FOR 11 - AGAINST: 11 - ABSTAIN. 3

DRELL ( CONT' D)
It appears that | mnust break the
tie. In the interest of time, | am
voting to grant Tal ora conmand of
the mssion. Wth ny vote, Talora
shall retain control, and this Counci
i s adj our ned.

EXT. SLI PSTREAM

The Enterprise glides through the slipsteamtunnel.

I NT. BRI DGE
Talora is still sitting on the Captain's chair. Cuer,
SUKOTHAI, and Elris are there as well. Delfune is on the

Vi ewscr een

and the large screen in front of the
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DELFUNE
Commander, | don't need to tell you
that this is a sensitive m ssion.
G ving you conmand was agai nst mny
better judgnent, but the Counci
outvoted nme. | trust you wll prove
me wrong, Subcommander.

TALORA
(angry)
Admral, while | serve on the
Enterprise, | would appreciate being

called by ny Starfleet rank. As far
as proving you wong, that's sonething
Captain Cross and | seemto be doing
in abundance lately. Is there anything
el se, Admral ?

DELFUNE
If I were you, | wouldn't make the
m st ake of underestimating ne,
Subconmander . Del fune out.

ELRI S
That wonman doesn't get any easier to
work w th.

TALORA

Her personal views are of no concern
to me. The Council has given ne
command of this mssion, so we'll
continue to Gargari .

(beat)
In the nmeantine, I"'mgoing to see if
I can find out anything about this
pl anet from ny Romul an cont acts.
["1l be in ny ready room

Talora wal ks to the ready room Before she wal ks in:

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Li eut enant, you have the conn

| NT. READY ROOM
Talora wal ks in and sits down on the Captain's chair.

She SW TCHES ON t he conput er

TALORA
Conput er, establish a secure channel
with Romulus -- O ficer Remal ak.
COWPUTER

Wor ki ng. Channel established. Please
wait while Oficer Remalak is
cont act ed.

( MORE)
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COVWPUTER ( CONT' D)
(a beat)
Channel acti ve.

Rermal ak' s face appears on the screen.

REMALAK
(del i ght ed)
Talora, It's been so | ong.
(busi nessl i ke)
But | don't suppose you called to
soci al i ze.

TALORA
No. | assune you're aware of nmny
posting on the Federation Starship
Enterpri se.

REMALAK
Yes. | can't say | approve of a
Romul an on a Federation ship, but...

He trails off.

TALORA
I"d have thought that the head of
t he Tal Shiar woul d have consi dered
this an opportunity to gather
intelligence.

REMALAK
The Tal Shiar would not risk our
m ssion by placing an operative on a
Federati on vessel. What do you need?

TALORA

My Captain has been ki dnapped by
what seens |ike Klingon Reformsts.
W' ve traced himto a pl anet

((beat))
Gargari Il1l. The Federation's
information on the planet is limted,
so | was wondering what you know

about it.

REMALAK
The nanme sounds famliar. If you'd
like, I can research it and send you

what | find. | hope you understand
not to call ne unless it's absolutely

urgent.
TALORA
Yes, Renmnl ak, | do.
REMALAK

I'"'m gl ad. Renal ak out.
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TALCRA
(to herself)
Every tine |I talk to...

She stands up and wal ks back onto the bridge.
| NT. MESS HALL

Three crewnen, JONESS, LESM, and MATTHEWS are sitting at a
t abl e.

_ LESM
(gossi py) o
| hear Captain Cross is m ssing;
that he didn't come back from shore
| eave.

JONESS
Yeah. | had dinner with Lieutenant
Sukot hai |ast night, and from what |
hear, Talora is running the ship.

MATTHEWS
| don't know about you, but the idea
of a Ronul an running the ship..

JONESS
And a Romul an in charge of searching
for the Captain.

LESM
I"msure that didn't go over too
wel | back hone. | nean, we're at
peace with themand all, but a Ronul an

running a search m ssion; doesn't
seem | i ke sonmething the Admrals
woul d approve of.

MATTHEWS
The Admirals don't have all the power.
The Federation Council still votes

on what to do.

LESM
Coul d'a fooled nme. Last | checked,
the Admirals controlled the Council

JONESS
We do still vote on the nenbers of
t he Council.

MATTHEWS

And the last conpetitive race was
when, 23807 It's a joke.
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LESM
"Il just say one thing. | hope Talora
finds the Captain. | don't know him
personal |y, but he runs the ship
dam wel | .

MATTHEWS AND JONESS
(raising glasses)

Hear, hear.

MATTHEWS
If there's one thing Romul ans do
well, it's sneaking around. And if

t he Reform sts ki dnapped the Captain,
havi ng a sneaky Romrul an running the
show can't hurt.

JONESS
| hope you're right. | really hope
you're right.

I NT. READY ROOM

Talora is sitting on the captain's chair. The screen is
bl i nki ng: " CHANNEL ACTI VE."

TALORA
Conput er, begin di scussi on.

The blinking screen is replaced with Remal ak' s face.

REMALAK

I'"'m sending you all the information
we have about Gargari. The bottom
line is this: the people on Gargari,
for sone reason we were never able
to determ ne, are m ssing the concept
of hope.

(beat)
Absent hope, they will never advance
to being a warp-capable civilization.

TALORA
(realizing)
And the Prinme Directive will always
apply.

RENMAL AK
And because of this, the Federation
won't even send in an observer team
They consi der the risk of
contam nation too great.

TALORA
(inquisitive)
So who took advantage of this?

19.
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REMALAK

For a while, the Ronulan Enpire had
a base on the planet in the nountains.
But it was never really a
strategically necessary planet, so
we gave it up

(beat)
Apparently, the Orions took it over
after we left. And fromwhat you're
telling me, the Reformsts took it
fromthem

TALORA
Does the information you sent ne
have the | ocation of that base?

REMALAK
Yes. |'ma busy man. Contact ne only
in an enmergency. |'d inmagine Starfleet

woul dn't be too pl eased about these
conversations. Renual ak out.

Tal ora begins to exam ne the file, as the Ronulan Enpire
synbol vani shes.

EXT. MOUNTAI N RANGE -- AFTERNOON

A wide view of where Cross's cave is |ocated.

I NT. CAVE

Cross is in the cave. He is fiddling with his conm badge.

After several seconds he places it near the force field and
presses a button. A failure beep sounds.

CRCSS
Dammi t .

Noi se sounds. Cross qui ckly snatches up his comm badge.

A guard appears in front of the door

GUARD
Captain Cross. That was your third
attenpt to escape fromhere. | assure

you, the Reform st Moyvenent woul d
not provide you with the tools to
escape captivity. And even if you
did, there are a nunber of guards

around your cell. So if | were you
I"d stop trying. Once your Federation
agrees to our demands, we'll let you
go.

CROSS

Way woul d you do that?
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GUARD
W' re not the eneny, Captain. W
want a denocratic governnment sane as
you do. But your governnent's
propaganda i s nmaking that very hard
to do.

CRCSS
You ki dnapped ne and |' m supposed to
believe you did it for noble reasons.

GUARD
I"mnot here to debate with you.
Stay right here and we'll rel ease

you as soon as your governnent agrees
to our demands.

Wth that, the guard | eaves the cave and turns back on the
force field. Fromthis we

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

EXT. MOUNTAI N RANGE -- MORNI NG

A wi de view of the nountain range. The group of natives is
clinbing the nountains. The caves can be seen in the distance,
including Cross's cave, covered by a twinkling force field.

EXT. MOUNTAIN -- MORNI NG

The natives are at the center of our picture. At this point,
there's no snow on the nountain, but closer to the caves,
quite a bit of snow has piled up.

The Seven are clinbing.

QUI HONA
Master, we have traveled quite a
di stance already. Once we get there,
what will we do. What again is the
pur pose of this journey?

RAMLA
(to everyone)
My friends, this journey will be the
begi nning of a new era for our people.
The tinme for Hopel essness is over.

MANCS
Indeed. This journey is the first
any of our kind has taken in
mllennia. We will convince the people
that they nust band together for the
good of everyone.

QUI HONA
This is nore rhetoric. Howw |l this
j ourney acconplish anything? Wat do
we hope to gain that will prove our
poi nt ?

RAMLA

(excitedly)
There are stories of advances in
t hose caves beyond nerely the
wheel and fire. W can bring them
back -- show the people that by
wor ki ng together we can create
t echnol ogy al nost nmagi cal .

QUI HONA
But the people have no ruler. Wo
will we convince? W are only seven.
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RAMLA

(confidently)
The power of this idea will convince
peopl e. For centuries, seven people
have net, plotting to reintroduce
optimsminto the community. | can
only assunme that when it started, it
was nore than just nere hope that
t hey' d acconpl i sh sonet hi ng.

(beat)
And it's the power of this idea that
sust ai ned The Seven through 49
different |eaders.

JALAN
But each of those |eaders only |asted
for five or so years, naster. And
you' ve al ready been the |eader of
The Seven for 20 years.

RAMLA
That's why we nust nmeet our goal. |
will not die with the dreamstil
unful filled. Watever it takes, |
will lead our people to the stars
once agai n.

QUI HONA
| fear that I will be punished for
asking this, but why are we only
seven. Surely a larger group would
be able to better acconplish this
m ssi on.

RAMLA

Fi ndi ng just seven people for our
group has al ways been a great
chall enge. It has neant each one of
us training his child to forgo the
way our people live for a greater
goal that often |leads to early death.

(beat)
In these nountains, wth nobody around
us, it may seemthat our ideals make
such sense to be imedi atel y adopt ed.
But that's not the way our people
wor K.

The Seven are nearing the snow area, and they pull their
cloaks in closer to their bodies.

EXT. SLI PSTREAM

The Enterprise at slipstream
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| NT. BRI DGE

TALORA
Open a channel to the Reform sts.

Several seconds pass, and the screen is replaced by Korleth's
face.

KORLETH
(smles ruthlessly)
Excel l ent. You have found us, just
as we expected. My nane is Korl eth,
| eader of the Reformi st forces in
this sector. Is the Federation willing
to negotiate for your Captain?

TALORA
I"mafraid not. |'mhere to demand
that you rel ease him

KORLETH

(1 aughi ng)
You? Demandi ng ne? Let ne rem nd you
of the reality of this situation.
The Federation is not equipped to
join the war agai nst the Reform sts.
And we have your Captain.

(beat)
Your Council thinks they can avoid
getting into our war by supporting
the Inperialists with propaganda.
It is not in your best interests to
continue that policy.

TALORA
I have not been given perm ssion to
of fer you such a settlenent, Korleth.

KORLETH
The great Subconmmander Tal ora,
follow ng the orders of Starfleet.

TALORA
Wiile | amin this uniform you wll
address ne as Commander Tal ora, or
Captain Talora while you hold Captain
Cross.

KORLETH
Al right, Captain Talora. | wll
tell you this. Find a way to
negotiate within 2 hours, or you
w |l be Captain Talora forever.

Then again, | don't know if the
Federation wll |et you keep your
position if you | ose Cross under
your wat ch.

( MORE)
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KORLETH ( CONT' D)
(di sgust ed)
Korl et h out.

The screen changes back to the pl anet.

TALCRA
(taps conm badge)
Ylan, |'ve received a file from

Romulus. It contains the |ocation of
an old Romul an base on Gargari. |

t hink we should start our search

t here.

Y' LAN' S COW VA CE
| have accessed it. | should have a
prelimnary report in several m nutes.

EXT. MOUNTAIN -- AFTERNOON

It has gotten whiter, and snow is actually com ng down. The
Seven are wal king slightly faster than before.

QUI HONA
| sincerely hope this is worth
it.

RAMLA
If we get our people to see the virtue
of working together, everything wll
be worth it.

QUI HONA
But it's not just working together.
It sonmetinmes seens that way, but
there's a deeper problem

DELENGS
I ndeed. Qur people see no light at
the end of the tunnel. For the nost

part, we're trained fromthe tine
we're small children that the universe
conspi res agai nst us and not hing we

do can turn out well.

FRANDCS
It's only the mracle of The Seven
t hat we have hope and optim sm for

the future.

RAMLA
Do not worry, disciples. The tide is
turning. Just |ast week, | heard a
smal |l child ask his nother why he
shoul dn't bother trying. |1've seen

peopl e offer to hel p each other.
And now, we're making this expedition.
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MANCS
When we return, they will have to
l[isten. W will have solid proof
t hat wor ki ng together brings good
results.

QUI HONA
| hope so. | really hope so.

I NT. BRI DGE

Y' LAN'S COW VO CE
Y lan to Talora. |'ve |ocated the
base on the Ronul an maps. It's stil
in relatively good condition, and
t he Kl ingons have nade sone --
i mprovenents.

TALORA
Understood. Talora to the senior
officers, nmeet ne in the briefing
room i mredi ately.

I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM

Talora and Elris are already seated. Gey, Dojar, Quinlan
and Y'lan enter shortly after.

TALORA
Y' |l an, what can you tell us?
Y' LAN
Gargari 11l has been used throughout

t he past three decades as a covert
base as the Federation has classified
it as a planet to remain away from
First, as Commander Tal ora has
| earned, it was used by the Ronul an
Tal Shiar group.

(beat)
Because it ceased to be of strategic
importance in 2392, during the Sheliak
War, the Romul ans abandoned t he
base, but the Oions began using it
as a base for snmuggling operations.

QUI NLAN
But how did the Klingons get there?

Y' LAN
Last year, when the Reform sts were
being obliterated by the
Inmperialists, it appears that they
invaded the Orion base. On the base,
there are signs of struggle and rapid
departure by the Oions.
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QUI NLAN
Yeah. They probably assumed t hat
with the Federation supporting the
I nperialists, their enem es woul dn't
be likely to come | ooking for them
on Gargari .

TALORA
Possi bl e. But what did you find out
about the Captain?

Y' LAN
Wien the Klingons took over, they
qui ckly converted several of the
caves into prison cells. There are
approxi mately 20 finely nodul at ed
force fields protecting various caves
on the base.

GREY
Can we get through?

Y' LAN
That's part of the problem The
technol ogy we're using is inpervious
to our scanners. | can detect the
force fields, but | can not get
t hrough themw th either the
Enterprise's sensors or the Q tam
sensors.

ELRI S
Then we go down and get them

Y' LAN
There are two problens there. First,
the caves are crawing with guards.
W' d have to beamin sonmewhat distant
fromthe base to avoid being detected.

GREY
And second?

Y' LAN
There is a group of seven natives
clinbing the nountain toward the
caves.

TALORA
Didn't our intelligence say that
t hese people don't have the force of
wll to organize an expedition |like
t hat ?

QUI NLAN
Maybe it's necessary for their
survival ?

27.
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Y' LAN
| don't think so. The rest of the
natives are still concentrated in

their villages. And |ike Conmander
Tal ora said, the people woul dn't
have the force of will as a whole to
send an expedition up for the survival
of the whol e.

(going off on a tangent)
I nmust say, the evolution of a race
of humanoi ds w thout hope is extrenely
rare. | don't believe ny people have
ever encountered anything like it
before. In fact, | can't conceive of
how they' ve | asted as |ong as they
have. ..

TALORA

(interrupting)
Wiile this is all fascinating, we
need to rescue the Captain. Dojar,
Gey, youre with ne. Sukoathi wll
be in conmand until we get back
Y lan, if you' d like, you can continue
doi ng ant hropol ogi cal research on
t hese peopl e.

Y' LAN
Thank you, conmander.

EXT. MOUNTAI NS -- AFTERNOON

Cross's cave.

I NT. CAVE

Korl eth appears outside the force field and wal ks in.

KORLETH
Your conmander has found you, but
she isn'"t willing to negotiate. But
no matter, | upped the ante. |If she
doesn't find sone way to give us
what we want in an hour, you're dead.

CRCSS
| don't understand you. One minute
you' re conpl ai ni ng about being the
victimof propaganda, the next you're
comng in here, ready to kill ne.

KORLETH
W are using you so we don't have to
be the victimany longer. W are
not the eneny.

( MORE)

28.
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KORLETH ( CONT' D)
The Reform sts want a form of
government close to what you humans

call ideal. But the Federation stil
backs the Inperialists. Any idea on
why that is?

CRCSS

| don't think anyone can speak for
all of the Reformi sts. You m ght
have the sane ideals as we do, but
t he next conmander m ght want
sonething entirely different.

KORLETH
Al you need to do is ook to the
wor ds of Napoch.

(praisingly)
Napoch, who began the Reform st
Movement! "I pledge ny life and ny

honor to ensuring that all Klingons,
whet her warrior or cleric, receive
equal representation.”

CRGCSS
But Napoch is dead. And the Reform st
forces haven't been united under his
banner for al nost a decade now.

KORLETH
No matter. You will be our greatest
victory. \Wen the Federation stops
supporting our enemes, we wll be
able to gain the support of other
races, not in your Federation.

CRCSS
The way | look at it, you're a
hypocrite. One mnute you're talking
about freedom for everyone, the next
you're threatening to kill me if
your demands aren't net.

KORLETH
Enough. You will remain here until
we' ve conpl eted our negoti ati ons.

Korleth storms out of the cave, reactivating the force field.
Fromthis we

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE | N:

EXT. MOUNTAI N RANGE -- LATER

Tal ora, Dojar, and Grey appear in a TRANSPORTER BEAM t hey
get a grip on their surroundi ngs before beginning to walk
toward the base. They can see the snowy area in front of
them they are behind the natives.

Y' LAN S COW VO CE
Y lan to Tal ora.

TALORA
Tal ora here. Go ahead.

Y' LAN S COW VA CE
You will be outside of the Reform sts'
sensors for another kiloneter and a
half. After that point, they will be
able to detect you, and you'll stil
have about 100 neters to go.

TALORA
Is that all the good news you
have?

Y' LAN S COW VA CE
Unfortunately not, commander. The
natives we discussed earlier are
ahead of you and are closing in on
t he base. They have already gotten
within the Reform sts' sensor grid
and will reach the base in a matter
of m nutes.

TALORA
I's there anything we can do?

Y' LAN' S COW VO CE
Not without alerting the Reformsts
to the fact that we know where they
are.

TALORA
W need to avoid contamination. |[f
t hey go back after having seen the
base, it will change the entire course
of their civilization.

Y' LAN S COW VA CE

Commander, | never knew you as one
to care so nuch about Starfl eet
regulations, but 1'll see what | can

cone up wth.
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TALORA
| respect regul ati ons when they make
sense, Y'lan. Talora out.

DQJAR
I'"mgoing to have to agree with you
here, and | imagi ne our by-the-book
engineer will agree as well.

GREY
W need to avoid being seen by the
group. I"'mstill wondering how an
expedition of supposedly pessimstic
peopl e got started in the first place.

TALORA
That is not our concern. W just
need to rescues the captain with as
m nimal violation of the Prine
Directive as we can handl e.

DQJAR
Again, |'mgoing to agree.
(beat)
| can't wait to get back onto the
ship and away fromthese Prime
Directive issues.

I NT. CENTRAL COMVAND AREA

Korleth is sitting on a chair in what |ooks |ike the CENTRAL
COVWAND AREA of the base. It still bears marks fromits
Romul an and Orion days, and it seens |ike the Klingons haven't
spent nuch tinme decorating it.

WORDAK, Korleth's second in command is sitting in front of a
SECURI TY CONSCLE.

WORDAK
Captain, |I'mdetecting notion about
75 nmeters away.

KORLETH
Humans? They will pay for this!

WWORDAK
No, captain. It's a group of seven
nati ves. They're headed right for
t he base.

KORLETH
| npossi bl e! The natives coul dn't
band together and get all the way up
here if their lives depended on it.
That's why we picked this planet.
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WORDAK
| don't know what to tell you, sir,
but our scanners are picking up
Gargari DNA, not human.

KORLETH
Wiere on the base are they headed?
WORDAK
If they keep wal king straight, they'l]l
hit cell 14.
KORLETH

One right next to Cross's cell. |
don't need this conplication. Kil
t hem

VORDAK
Captain, | accepted kidnappi ng Cross
as necessary for our overall goals.
But killing an innocent native?
That goes too far.

KORLETH
(realizing)
You're right.
(beat)
Round themup. Put themin cell 14.

EXT. MOUNTAIN -- EVEN NG

Talora, Grey, and Dojar are getting closer to the base. They
can see the natives in the distance.

Y' LAN' S COW VO CE
Commander, the Reformi sts are sending
in guards to where the natives are.
| can transport them away, but it
woul d alert the Reform sts and m ght
make them up the stakes yet again.

TALORA
| don't care. Get themout of there.
What ever contam nation they m ght
get from being transported is nothing
conpared to being captured by
Kl'i ngons.

Y' LAN S COW VO CE
Wiere woul d you like ne to put thenf

TALORA
100 neters in front of us. That
will allowus to protect themin
case the Reform sts try to capture
t hem
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Y' LAN
Wuldn't it be better to put them
back where they canme fron?

TALORA
W don't know what nmade them start
the expedition in the first place,
but it could be ground-breaking in
this people' s devel opnent. We nust
et themfinishit.

Y' LAN' S COW VO CE
Your logic is strained, but you are
in charge. Energizing.

The Seven are caught in a transporter beam and renaterialize
in front of the away team However, they don't notice them

Y' LAN' S COW VO CE ( CONT' D)
Conmander, | think I should tell
you, the Reform sts have just
i ncreased the power to their sensors.

They' || detect you in several seconds.
DQJAR

This day gets better and better.
TALORA

Thank you. We'll maintain radio

silence until | contact you.

Tal ora out.

I NT. CENTRAL COMVAND AREA

WORDAK
Captain, I'mdetecting three nore
humanoi ds in the new security
peri neter.

KORLETH
More natives?

WORDAK
No. One hunman, one Cardassian, and a
Romul an.

KORLETH

The Enterprise. Open a channel to
the Enterprise. And broadcast what
I"mabout to say to all Starfleet
conmbadges in the area.

Wrdak taps a few buttons.

WORDAK
Channel open.
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KORLETH
This is Captain Korleth once again.
| warned you before to negotiate or
Captain Cross would die. It seens
you are attenpting a little rescue --

EXT. MOUNTAIN -- EVEN NG

Tal ora, Dojar, and Grey have stopped to listen to Korleth's
nmessage.

KORLETH S COW VA CE
-- mssion. Let me tell you now.
cone any cl oser and your Captain
will die. AmI understood?

TALORA
(taps commbadge)
W under st and.
(taps it again)
Talora to Enterprise.

SUKOATHI S COW VO CE
Enterprise here.

TALORA
W' re going to need sonme canping
equi prent. It | ooks like we'll
need to set up canp.

KORLETH S COW VA CE
(breaking in, angry)
You will not set up canp. Return to
your ship i mediately!

TALORA
You said not to cone any cl oser.
We're not com ng any cl oser. W have
anot her concern with regard to several
nati ves who have made an expedition
up to the nountains. W' re staying
here to ensure that the Prine
Directive isn't violated any nore
than it already has been.

KORLETH S COW VA CE
| don't like this.
(beat)
You may remain on the planet. But if
you cone any cl oser, your captain is
dead.

Al'l this noise nmade its way to The Seven, who have begun
heading to Talora's away team

DQJAR
They' re headi ng toward us.
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TALORA
The Kl ingons have al ready contam nated
this culture. Wiy el se would they be
heading to the base? | believe we
should talk to them-- make sure the
Kl'i ngons don't nmake the situation
any wor se.

GREY
Are you crazy? Either way it's a
violation of the Prine D rective.

TALORA
What do you suggest? That we beam
out -- let the Klingons influence

the evolution of this society, maybe
even kill then?

GREY
"' m noting ny objection.

TALORA
Obj ection not ed.

The Seven are comng closer. They begin to call out to Tal ora.

RAMLA
Qut si ders, can you hear ne? W have
traveled a long way to seek your
counsel

TALORA
(calling out)
W can hear you, but we cannot provide
any counsel. It is against our ways.

They reach the away team

RAMLA
We are The Seven. W seek a way to
bring real hope to our people.

TALORA
But how do you have it?

RAMLA
The Seven have secretly nursed the
belief in optimsmfor hundreds of
years. We have watched the
Hopel essness consume our people, and
we seek a way to nake it end.

TALORA
But how have your people survived
for so long w thout com ng together
for a common goal ?
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QUI HONA
Legend has it that our people cone
from anot her world, but that when
t hey came here, disease destroyed
nost of them They left a warning to
their children: Do not seek to
anmbition, it will be your downfall.

RAMLA
Over the mllennia, our people have
taken that warning to be a warning
agai nst any kind of hope or optimsm
and our children are taught the dogma
that everything will always turn out
for the worse.

MANCS
Nobody is willing to work together
for a common goal. \Whenever anyone

is foolish enough to bring it up,
they are rem nded of the warning of
our ancestors.

GREY
(to Tal ora)
| think I see a way out of our Prine
Directive problem

TALORA
Don't keep it to yourself, Lieutenant.
(to The Seven)
One minute.

GREY
Wl |, these people aren't indigenous
to this planet. They were once a
war p- capabl e speci es, but over tineg,
their people lost it. Ergo, they
aren't covered by the Prime Directive.

TALORA
Well, if it's good enough for you
M. Gey..
(to The Seven)
So how can we hel p you?

RAMLA
W seek proof that working together
will lead to positive results. Qur

group has been seeking to change
the beliefs of our fellow man for
centuries, and we finally have the
opportunity to do it. W won't |et
it slip away.

36.
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TALORA
"Il see what | can do, but I'mhere
to rescue the Captain of ny vessel

DQJAR
If you'd |ike, Conmander, | can stay
here and guard our new friends until
Y lan figures out a way to rescue
t he Capt ain.

TALORA
Sounds good to ne.

INT. Y' LAN S LABORATORY
Y' |l an and BOYLE are present.

BOYLE
Thanks for the opportunity to learn
nore about your Qtam technol ogy.
Li eutenant Gey's been gushi ng about
all he's |earned.

Y' LAN
You' re wel cone Ensign. | called you
in because | need to find a way to
get through these Klingon force fields
and | ocate the Captain.

Hopeful ly, once we locate him we can get a transporter beam
t hr ough.

BOYLE
What's the probl emexactly?

Y' LAN
Normal |y ny sensors can penetrate
force fields by getting through during
the short period of |atency between
activations. Essentially, while the
force field seenms stable to Federation
sensors, it's a pul sating energy
beam which has an extrenely short,
al nost undet ect abl e cycl e.

BOYLE
So what's wong here?

Y' LAN
The Klingons are using nultiple
generators, which fill in the "hol es”

that are normally between the cycles.
It's extremely energy inefficient,
but it's far nore secure than normal
force fields.
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BOYLE
Wiy don't we try nodul ating our
sensors to punch through the field?

Y' LAN
The generators are on rotating
nodul ations. What | need you to do
is help ne identify a pattern in the
nodul ati ons. Once we've gotten one
of the generator's pattern, we
can use the Qtam technique I told
you about to get the Captain out of
t here.

BOYLE
Al right.

Y lan points to a nonitor, and Boyle sits down in front of
it and begins studying it intently.

I NT. CAVE

Cross has given up getting his comm badge to destroy the
force field. He's now nmaking an attenpt to punch through the
interference and get a transm ssion through. H s comm badge
lies in front of him taken apart.

CROSS
(taps conm badge)
This is Captain Cross to the
Enterprise. Do you read?

Seconds pass. Cross tries again.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
(taps conm badge)
This is Captain Cross to the
Federation Starship Enterprise or
anyone in range. Do you read?

INT. Y' LAN S LABORATORY

BOYLE
Y lan, |I'mdetecting sonme sort of
anomal ous signal com ng from one of
t he caves.

Y' LAN
["mgoing to try to anplify it

Y' lan starts tapping on his console.

CRCSS
Cap... En... range. Do you... ead.
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BOYLE
(excited)
That's the Captain!
Y' LAN
Don't get too excited yet. W're
still not any closer to getting him
out .
BOYLE
One second. | think I got an idea.

She starts tapping on the console.

Y' LAN
I think | see where you're going
with this.
The nessage appears on the screen in wave format. After Boyle
taps anot her few keys, The message gets split up into red
and yel | ow pi eces. Enlarging a portion with both pieces,

Boyl e keys in sonme nore keys and nunbers appear.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
Thanks to the Captain's nessage, we
have the differential between the
two nodul ati ons.

BOYLE
It's just a stroke of luck, but even
t hough the nodul ati ons are randomy
rotating, they're always equally
di stant from each ot her

Y' LAN
Now we need to figure out the pattern.
There nmust be one if the nodul ations
are always equal ly distant.

BOYLE
It'"ll only be a little while now
Y' LAN
(to comm

Y lan to Talora. W' re making
progress. Sit tight just alittle
| onger.
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE
FADE | N:
EXT. MOUNTAIN -- N GHT
A smal| canmp has been set up -- the equipnment is clearly

Feder ati on-i ssue.
I NT. TENT -- N GHT

Tal ora and The Seven are huddl ed inside a tent. Everything
is quiet.

TALORA
(timd)
So what exactly brought your people
tothis planet in the first place?

RAMLA
I don't know very much. Al that
happened m |l ennia ago. Al | know

are the legends; the stories every
child knows.

DAJAR
| could sure use a story right about
now.

RAMLA

It was a small expedition. Apparently
it was the first tine ny people had
ever left their hone world.
The picture fades, and it's replaced by a new scene.
FADE TGO
I NT. SHUTTLE
THREE MALES and THREE FEMALES sit strapped in A SHUTTLE.

The nal es are RAI MAN, GARAL, and DI JO.L. The females are LAR S,
JESI Q and DANYEM

LARI S
So, are we ready to | eave?
RAI MAN
(excitedly)

| can't believe we were picked to be
the first ones to go off to a distant
pl anet .

GARAL
It's pretty amazing, isn't it?



RENAI SSANCE: "Pandora's Last Gft" - ACT FlI VE 41.

JESI Q
| just hope we make it okay. | nean,
we' || never see anyone back here

again. If our new hone isn't
hospi t abl e enough. ..

DANYEM
I wouldn't worry. We'll nake it.
Qur scientists picked this site out
of hundreds of potentials.

GARAL
Ever the optimst, Danyem Wel|
hope you're right.

FADE TO
I NT. TENT -- N GHT
As before.
RAMLA
They made it to the planet. This
pl anet. By the time they got here,
t hey had six nore children, who
couldn't wait to get off the cranped
shuttle.
FADE TO
EXT. VALLEY

The scene is replaced by the shuttle landing. Al six original
occupants have aged considerably, and there are six children,
all teenagers.

The children run off of the shuttle, onto an al nost
stereotypical lush green grassy area.

RAI MAN
Wait! We haven't tested the area
yet. It could be dangerous.

DANYEM
Don't worry, honey. Let them enjoy
the fresh air. I"'msure it's safe.

FADE TO
EXT. VALLEY -- YEARS LATER

The scene is replaced by the sane field, wth a nodern-I| ooking
house built on it.

The six original crewnenbers are m ddl e-aged, and their
children are in their twenties.



RENAI SSANCE: "Pandora's Last Gft" - ACT FlI VE

RAMLA (V. Q)
The di sease took a long tine to
activate, but on the fifth anniversary
of their |anding, disaster struck.

Raiman is sitting on the [awn of the house, talking to his
child. Several seconds l|ater, he clutches his heart, and
hits the ground.

INT. TENT -- N GHT

RAMLA (V. Q)
One by one, the original crew nenbers
were struck by the nysterious disease.
When their children did the autopsies,
t hey discovered that sonet hi ng
t hat had been present on their home
world had triggered a virus. They
woul d never get the virus, but their
parents were dead.

GREY
Pretty gruesone story. But it doesn't
expl ain how t he hopel essness doctrine
came to be.

INT. Y' LAN S LABORATORY

BOYLE
(frustrated)
Again. Wiy can't it just be sinple?

Y' LAN
Be patient. Eventually we'll find
the nodulation. It's just a matter
of finding the pattern.

Boyl e suddenly has an idea. She begins tapping on the
consol e's keyboard. A series of success beeps sound.

BOYLE
| got it. It's a parabolic algorithm

She taps on the keyboard, and the several colors on the
captain's nessage neld into one col or.

Y' LAN
Good work, ensign. But I'mafraid
that only sol ves our conmuni cation
problem We'll need a nuch nore
precise algorithmto get a transporter
beam t hr ough

BOYLE
First things first.
(taps button)
Boyle to Captain Cross.
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CROSS S COW VA CE
Cross here. I'mso glad to hear your
Voi ce.

Y' LAN
You'll be glad to know that Boyl e
solved a conpl ex al gorithm c problem
to get through to you.

CROSS' S COW VA CE
I"msure it's quite inpressive. Now
how are you going to get ne out of
her e?

Y' LAN
I"mafraid there are several problens
still to grapple with. The algorithm

we' ve conme up with handl es
comuni cations fine, but | don't
think it's precise enough for the
transporter.

(beat)
Besides for that, the Klingons have
installed a danpening field that
prevents a confinenment beam from
getting through.

CROSS' S COW VA CE
So all we've got to do is deactivate
the force field and then |I've got to
| eave the danpening field area.

Y' LAN
That's right. If we deactivate the
force field..
(trails off)
| have an idea. |I'Il contact you
when | get anything. Y lan out.

INT. TENT -- N GHT

The Seven have conme up with several theories, based on the
but we don't even have verification for the |egends,

| egends,

RAMLA
So you want to know how t he
hopel essness nyth got started? To be
honest, | don't really know.

| et alone the theories.

DQJ AR
Don't bel abor the point, man. Tel
us what the theories arel

43.
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RAMLA
Vel 1, one possibility is that the
six children, upset that their |ives
were ruined by over anbition, passed
down the warning not to be too
anmbi ti ous, which over tinme norphed
into an overarchi ng hopel essness

doctri ne.

GREY
Sounds |i ke a perfectly good theory
to me.

Y' LAN S COW VO CE
(interrupting)
Y lan to Tal ora.

TALORA
Tal ora here. What have you got for
me?

Y' LAN'S COW VO CE
I"ve found a way to deactivate the
force field keeping Captain Cross
captive. The only problemis, there's
a danpening field he'll have to escape
t hrough before we can beam hi m up.

TALORA
So you need us to give himcover
fire?

Y' LAN' S COW VO CE
Yes, but this needs to be precise.
Don't nmove until | tell you to.

TALORA
Under st ood. Keep ne appri sed.

INT. Y' LAN S LABORATORY

Y' LAN
This will all have to be very
precisely. W can shut down the force
field by targeting a high intensity
confinenent beam at the right
nodul ation for just a brief

nonment .

BOYLE
Under st ood. As soon as we deactivate
the force field, I'll contact the

Captain while you contact the away
team He will have to begin running
as soon as the away team reaches
visual range, so we both need to
keep our eyes on this console.
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She points to a console with various |lines and dots
representing the away team and t he danpening field.

Two of Y'lan's eyes | ook at the console whilst two remain on
the other. Boyle gives Y lan a show off | ook, which Y I|an
i gnor es.

Y' LAN
Three... two... one... force field
deacti vat ed.

I NT. TENT -- N GHT
As before.

Y' LAN' S COW VO CE
Tal ora, start advancing on the
posi tion.

I NT. CAVE

BOYLE' S COW VA CE
Captain, on ny mark, run out of the
cave. You should hear nme say mark
the sanme tinme you see Commander Tal ora
and the rest of the away team
(beat)
Three... two... one... mark.

The instant she says "nmark," Talora and the away team cone
over the hill, and Cross begins to run.

EXT. MOUNTAIN -- N GHT

Talora is clinmbing over the hill, onto the plateau that houses
t he caves. She can see four guards becom ng aware of the
si tuati on.

INT. Y' LAN S LABORATORY

The consol e shows that the away teamis heading close to the
danmpeni ng field.

BOYLE
Boyl e to Commander Talora. If you
nove another 3 neters toward the
cave, you'll be inside the danpening
field. Make sure you stay out of it.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
| can't talk right now ['Il do ny
best, Tal ora out.

Over the comm phaser fire can be heard.
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EXT. MOUNTAIN -- NI GHT

Talora is firing at the Klingons. She takes one down -- Dojar
and Grey each get one. The fourth one grazes her in the
shoul der. She winces in pain, but still fires, taking the

| ast one down.
In the meantinme, Cross is noving closer to the finish |line.

The Seven watch him in shock over the anpbunt of determ nation
he's showi ng. Seconds |ater, he reaches the away team

RAMLA
Captain Cross, | amglad you are
alive.

CRGCSS

And you are?

TALORA
These are the only seven nmen on this
wor | d who have the concept of hope.

It is aunique place -- "Il fill
you in on it when we get back to the
shi p.

QUI HONA

W've made it this far. Captain, you
must help us. W need proof that
wor ki ng toget her can bring good
results.

CRCSS
I"msorry, but our people have rules
agai nst that sort of thing.

TALORA
|'"ve already told Ranmla all about
the Prime Directive. He was hoping
we'd be able to do sonething, but
we've already violated it so nuch, |
couldn't see doing it anynore.

CROSS
Vell, | don't fully understand the
situation, but I'Il trust your

j udgment Tal ora.

TALORA
It's good to hear you say that,
Captain. A lot has happened while
you were gone. The ship becane the
subj ect of a Federation Council vote.
A tied vote that had to be broken by
the President no |ess.
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CRCSS
"1l hear all about it once | get
back onto the ship.

TALORA
| ndeed.
Y' LAN
(over conm

Y lan to away team | need to beam
you up right away. Korleth is
advanci ng on your position. And |'m
sure he's not too happy.

CROSS
Vell, it took himlong enough.
(to The Seven)
I wish you good |uck in your m ssion.
(taps conm

Beam us up
EXT. VI LLAGE
Rama is talking to sonme peopl e.

TALORA (V. Q)
First Oficer's |log, Supplenental.
The captain has returned to the
Enterprise, in an ordeal that seens
nore surreal than anything el se.

The person seens to be rebuffing Raml a. He keeps trying.

TALORA (V.Q) (CONT' D)
An entire civilization, devoid of
hope. And just seven nen, out of
mllions of people to bring the
concept back. Twisted into this story
i s the kidnapping of the Captain and
one serious Prine Directive headache.

The person conpletely rebuffs Ram a
TEXT ON THE SCREEN: TWO WEEKS LATER
Ram a is tal king to soneone el se.

TALORA (V. Q) (CONT' D)
The humans have a story about a wonan
named Pandora. She was given a box,
and told not to open it. Soon,
curiosity got the better of her and
she did open it, unleashing all the
evils of the world, |eaving just one
thing at the bottom hope. 1In the
story, it was hope that woul d conbat
all the evils.
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The person seens receptive.

TALORA (V. Q) (CONT' D)
But what if a people did not have
t hat concept? What if Pandora's | ast
gift was never given to then? O
what if they consciously chose to
throw it away? When | net The Seven,
| learned the answer to that question.
And | |earned just how powerful an
idea |i ke hope can be.

The person is listening, and nore people cone to |listen.

TALORA (V. Q) (CONT' D)
In the nonths and years to cone,
this crew, and nyself personally,
will need a |ot of hope. | hope
| can succeed as first officer. |
hope | can serve ny captain and ny
crew. And we, the crew of the
Enterprise, nust hope that the
Federation, despite significant signs
of decay this crew has seen during
our first few nonths of duty, wll
continue to survive. Mst of all,
we nust hope that we will continue
to do what's right in a galaxy that
seens nore and nore wong with every
passi ng day.

By the tinme her dialog is over, the group is listening, and
is getting really excited. Fromthis we slowy

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FIVE

THE END
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