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RENAI SSANCE: " Absence of |nnocence" - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

A close-in view of the Enterprise shuttlebay. One of the
Enterprise shuttles is getting ready to | eave the bay.

I NT. CORRI DOR

CROSS and TALORA briskly wal k down the corridor heading
towards a turbolift.

CRGCSS
I still think that you should go
i nst ead of ne.

TALORA
Nonsense. You are just as capabl e of
taking part in this conference as |
am

CRCSS
But you have a Ronul an point of view
of what's going on, on board the
Enterprise; you' d be better suited
for the job.

I NT. TURBOLI FT -- CONTI NUOUS
They enter the turbolift.

CRCSS
(to conmputer)
Captain's Yacht.

TALORA
My view woul d be biased, | ama
Romul an on board a Starfleet ship, |
don't believe in the way you do things
and as a result, how they turn out.

Cross | ooks at Talora, slightly worried that the wonman he is
| eaving in charge of his ship doesn't agree with his way of
doi ng t hi ngs.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
But of course, |1'd never betray your
trust, Captain. |If Romul ans excel
at one of your human traits, it is
| oyal ty.

CRCSS
I'"'mglad to hear that, Conmander.
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TALORA
What do you plan to do about our
pil ot situation now that Lieutenant
Guer has left the ship?

Cross | ooks at Talora, alnost trying to physically exam ne
how nuch he can trust his XO

CRCSS
How woul d you like to sort it out?

TALORA
| would be honored... though ny
t echni ques at selection may be
slightly
(beat)
unor t hodox.

CRCSS
(grins)
As long as it doesn't |eave any of
ny crew dead, |'mhappy with it.

The turbolift comes to a stop
I NT. CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUOUS
They EXIT the turbolift.

TALORA
| assure you that 1'll do everything
in nmy power to nmake sure your crew
is fully accounted for upon your
return. Do | have a list to choose
fronf?

CRGCSS
| haven't nade one up yet... use
your own prerogative; get me a CONN
of ficer and two backups by the tine
| return.

TALCRA
Yes, sir.

| NT. SHUTTLEBAY -- CONTI NUOUS
They ENTER the Captain's Yacht docking bay.

CRCSS
And enj oy your shore | eave, Commuander!
You're here for seven days; you'l
have plenty of tinme to select a pilot.

TALORA
Don't worry, Captain; we'll be here
when you get back
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Cross boards the yacht with a slightly worried expression on
his face. The yacht fires up its engines and as it sw ngs
around and past Talora, Cross bangs on his w ndow...

CRGCSS
(mout hs)
Keep an eye on Quinl an!

... To which Talora smles at and wal ks out of the Yacht's
docki ng bay as the yacht flies off into the distance.

EXT. PLANET'S SURFACE

A desert |ike | andscape that houses a nodern | ooking city.
We can see hundreds of mni tornadoes anongst other forns of
bad weat her in the atnosphere.

I NT. SHOPPI NG MALL

On the planets surface as a group of Enterprise crew nenbers
wal k around an indoor alien shopping mall. Through a nunber
of the windows we can see that it is raining outside and

m ni tornadoes are being formed out of the rain, though it
is not noticeably affecting the interior of the nall

Qui nl an wal ks al ong the various shops and stalls with Elris
and Y'lan, though many other Enterprise crew nenbers are
scattered about the mall. Y lan is wal king cautiously, whilst
the two wonen | ook at the various itens of clothing and food
on sal e.

QUI NLAN
Y lan... why so cautious?
Y' LAN
| have never been to one of these
(beat)
mal I's before. | find it claustrophobic

and di sconforting.

QUI NLAN
You're drawing attention to us. Can't
you rel ax and act nornmally?

Y' LAN
Mss Quinlan, if you were as tall
and broad as | amw th hundreds of
"interested" specinens trying to
pretend that they're not |ooking at
you, |I'msure that you would fee
exactly the same way | do.

ELRI S
They' re people Y' lan, not specinens.
( MORE)
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ELRI S (CONT' D)
You should try to stop | ooking at
peopl e through a scientist's eyes
all of the tine, and open up and
| ook at the w der world.

Y' LAN
I will attenpt to do so, Doctor

Elris goes away fromthe group to | ook at sonme clothing she
has spotted, |eaving Quinlan and Y'|an al one together.

QUI NLAN
| do know how it feels, you know.

Y' LAN
How does what feel ?

QUI NLAN
To have people pretending that they're
not wat chi ng you when they are.

Y' LAN
Your past continues to be brought
into the present?

QUI NLAN
Yes. Cross does it all of the tine,
and |'msure he has at |east one
security guard watching ne all of
the tine.

She | ooks around and points sonmeone out to Y' lan who is
| ooking at sone jewelry on an opposite stand, but keeps
| ooking up at them every few seconds.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
You see himover there? He's watching
me right now Keep on wat ching.

As Y'lan watches the man keeps | ooking up at them and as he
becones increasingly aware that Quinlan and Y'|an have noticed
hi m he keeps | ooking up less and | ess, |eading to himl ooking
like a pathetic spy, frightened to | ook up.

Y' LAN
Per haps we have sonething in comon
after all, Mss Quinlan.

Qui nl an | ooks of f ended.

QUI NLAN
I wish people would stop calling ne
t hat .

Y' LAN

M ss Quinl an?
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QUI NLAN
(nods)
I wish people would just call ne
Jenni fer sone of the tinme. Even
(beat)
even Twi ster would be better!

Y' LAN
Twi ster?

QUI NLAN
(anmused)
Maybe you're not the type of person
to call me that after all. Wat about
Jenni fer?

Y' LAN
Jenni fer.

Y' | an | ooks pl eased and they both continue to wal k down the
row of shops. As they both speak we see someone putting a
weapon together on the top of one of the bal conies, though
we don't see the face or who the target is. Quinlan seens to
recogni ze the place, as she greets various people as they
wal k past her.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
You recogni ze this place?

QUI NLAN
(nods)
|"ve been here quite a few tines;
I"msurprised that no one's tried to
kill us yet.

We cut back to the person assenbling the weapon.

Y' LAN
Kill us?

QUI NLAN
Let's just say that a few people
won't be very happy to see ne after
what |
(beat)
borrowed fromthem | ast tine.

Y' LAN
How | ong has it been since you
borrowed these itens?

QUI NLAN
I'"d say that they'd be pleased to
have them back since...

As Quinlan continues tal king we see the person with the weapon
load it up on to their shoul der and prepare to fire the
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weapon. Through a cross hair we see themaimng it at Quinlan
and Y'lan, it is difficult to tell whomthe person is aimng
it at.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
... Though I never really neant to
keep it this long...

Y lan interrupts her and his head and eyes cone to life,
| ooking around in all directions, sensing a threat.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Hey! What's wrong with you?

Y' LAN
Qui et.

W see Y'lan's eyes as he suddenly sees a projectile being
| aunched at hinself and Quinlan, which expl odes, sending
debris and shoppers flying everywhere. We flash back to

Y' lan's eyes before we see through Y' lan's eyes what he is
| ooking at and what he is hearing. Al of the noise of the
shoppers around themis drowned out until we can only hear
Y' lan's hearts beating and breat hing.

As Y' |l an | ooks around we can hear the people he is |ooking
at breathing until he noves his attention on to the bal cony.
This is all a blur until we see the real assassin aimng his
weapon at the two of them

As he fires the weapon in slow notion Y'|an pushes hinself
and Quinlan out of the way as a mssile fires into the floor
resulting in an explosion that sends dust and people flying
everywhere and fromthis we...

FADE OUT

END OF_TEASER
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ACT_ONE

FADE | N:

I NT. SHOPPI NG MALL

Quinlan and Y'lan lie on the floor, Y lan isn't noving but
is still alive and awake and Quinlan drags herself out from
under his huge nmass. As Quinlan gets up she sees the nman on
t he bal cony being taken into custody and turns around to see
a man stealing an expensive | ooking necklace. Quinlan runs
over to him

QUI NLAN
Hey! What the hell do you think you're
doi ng?

The STALL OANER is Iying on the floor bleeding froma wound
on his forehead.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
The owner of this stall is lying
over there seriously injured, if not
dead, and the first thing you think
to do is to steal his goods? You
make me feel sick

And with that Quinlan knocks himout, places the neckl ace
back on the stall and wal ks away fromthe scene and towards
Y' |l an as shocked observers | ook on.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Y lan... are you okay?

Y' | an doesn't nove but we can tell he is still alive from
his steady breathing. Behind them both, we see a nenber of
the | ocal police force taking the man who tried to take the
neckl ace away.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Quinlan to Enterprise, we have an
emergency situation at ny |ocation.
W need a nedical teamand a security
detail, beamnyself and Y lan to
si ckbay and al ert one of the nedica
staff that Doctor Elris is on the
surf ace.

TALORA' S COW VO CE
Acknow edged, Crewnman.

Quinlan sighs as the transporter beans herself and Y'|an
away.



RENAI SSANCE: " Absence of | nnocence" - ACT ONE

I NT. SI CKBAY -- CONTI NUQUS

Quinlan and Y'|lan appear int the mddle of the room where
Nurse Agolive is waiting. Quinlan hel ps her and anot her nurse
l[ift Ylan on to the table.

Agolive wal ks over to a | arge wall

AGCLI VE
What happened?

QUI NLAN
Soneone tried to kill us. If it
weren't for Y lan we'd both be dead
right now | don't know how he did
it.

noni tor and vital

functi ons

and |life sign readings appear, as well as an overvi ew of

Y lan's body and brain functions and a nedi cal

ACGCLI VE
There is nothing in Doctor Elris's
files that explain how he could have
done that.

QUI NLAN
Either way, | want himw th ne next
time | try and take a neckl ace... he

can tell me where the security guards
are going to cone fron

AGOLI VE
This is no time for joking, Mss
Qui nl an, now you can either stay and
be quiet or get the hell out.

QUI NLAN
(realizing her m stake)
I"msorry... does it look Iike he's

going to be all right?

AGOLI VE
From what | can understand of these
readings, it |ooks that way.

QUI NLAN
Can you |l et me know when he regains
consci ousness?

AGOLI VE
He i s conscious..
(beat)
Apparently, he's just not fully aware
yet.

file.

Qui nl an nods and | ooks confused at Y'lan again before exiting

si ckbay.
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I NT. CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUOUS

Qui nl an wat ches peopl e watch her as she wal ks al ong, watching
them "shi el d' thenselves in case she tries to take anything
that they don't have.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Ms. Quinlan, please report to Mssion

Oper at i ons.
QUI NLAN
(tiredly)
Yes Ma' am

I NT. TURBOLI FT -- CONTI NUOQUS

Quinlan wal ks into a turbolift and rests her head agai nst
t he back wall, alone at |ast.

QUI NLAN
M ssi on Ops.

She rubs her hands through her hair and puts her hands behind
her neck sighing until the turbolift comes to rest and then
wal ks out into another corridor.

EXT. PLANET' S SURFACE
There is still bad weather over the desert city.
I NT. PCLI CE STATI ON

A police station on the planet's surface. The man who we
saw try to assassinate Y' lan and Quinlan is nowin a prison
cell. He deals a man next to him some noney and points at
an image of Quinlan on a nonitor. The silent transaction
ends and the nmen wal k out of the room The canmera zoons in
on the image of Quinlan.

I NT. MALL

The sane mall as earlier, where Dojar stands watching the
| ocal police do their job, until a high ranking | ooking
of ficer wal ks up towards him

GURANTAS
Li eut enant Doj ar ?

DAJAR
Yes, fromthe Enterprise. Have you
made any progress with the
i nvestigation?

GURANTAS
W' ve taken a man into custody, but
we need a statenent fromyour two

( MORE)
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GURANTAS ( CONT' D)
crewren who were involved in the
attack, and indeed, everyone who was
at this location at the tinme.

DQJAR
O course. Are you in charge of the
i nvestigation?

GURANTAS
No, not really. I"'ma lawer; |I'm
representing the case.

DAJAR
Representing the case?

GURANTAS
Yes, it nmust sound strange to you.
Qur | aw system works differently to
nost other cultures that we've heard
of .

DAJAR
Can you explain it to ne?

GURANTAS
Basi cal |y, when an event occurs the
pl anets police force investigates
the crime just |ike any other one
woul d, but they al so assign a | awer
to the case, to represent any man or
woman who mght be involved init,
so that they have all of the evidence.
It makes any trials that are held
fair.

DQJAR
It sounds very efficient.

GURANTAS
| believe it is, but sonetines it
can run into problens.

DQJ AR
Pr obl ens?

GURANTAS
Not hi ng you shoul d be worried about,
Lieutenant. Do you mind if | go with
you back to your ship to question
t hose invol ved.

DAJAR
Not at all. Dojar to Enterprise, two
to beam up.
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| NT. M SSI ON OPERATI ONS

The roomis relatively full as Security Guards and Medica
Personnel report in fromthe planets surface, letting the
Enterprise know their current situation. Talora is standing
inthe mddle of all of what's going on, calnmy observing
various officers reports until she sees Quinlan and calls
her over; wal king to her office.

QUI NLAN
Aren't you supposed to be on the
bridge during situations like this?

TALORA
I"msure that whoever is in command
at the present tinme can control the
situation just as well as I could if
it was | who was up there, besides,
that is not of your concern right
now.

I NT. TALORA' S OFFI CE -- CONTI NUCUS

They enter an office that is obviously Talora's. It is a

typi cal Ronulan office, with PADDs neatly stacked up on her
desk with everything neatly arranged. There is a picture
frame on her desk a Ronulan male, Nelar, which Talora quickly
noves asi de.

QUI NLAN
Then what is my concern, Talora?

TALORA
You will address nme by rank, Crewran.
Have | made nyself clear?

QUI NLAN
Yes, Conmander. And Jennifer will do
fine.
TALORA
(arrogantly)
Crewman, |1'd like you to give ne a

detail ed description of what happened
on the planet surface.

Tal ora picks up a PADD and prepares to begin witing down
Quinlan's report.

QUI NLAN
It all happened so fast, | don't
really know. Al | do know is that

soneone fired a mssile at either

Y lan or me, resulting in Y |lan saving
us both... somehow. | saw the man
being arrested by a nenber of the

| ocal police.
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TALORA
I's there anything else | should know?

Qui nl an sees a FLASHBACK of her knocking out the man who was
attenpting to take the necklace fromearlier on and sees
herself putting the necklace in her own back pocket instead
of back on the stand |ike we saw earlier. She sees herself
going to her quarters and putting the necklace away.

QUI NLAN
(deadl y serious)
No. | don't think there is.

Tal ora eyes her suspiciously, she doesn't |ike the tone
Quinlan has just used and it has raised her suspicions.

TALORA
That will be all, Crewnran.

Wth one last sigh Quinlan turns around and | eaves the M ssion

Ops.
I NT. QU NLAN S QUARTERS

Qui nl an ENTERS and we see her go straight to the place where
we saw her put the necklace in her vision and nothing is
there. She is confused, after all she remenbers putting it
there, it was in her flashback

DAJAR
M ss Quinlan, please report to the
Briefing Roomimedi ately.

QUI NLAN
(sighs)
Can't this wait?
DQJAR

Unfortunately not, we need to discuss
your activities on the planet surface.

QUI NLAN
(sighs)
On ny way.
Still confused Quinlan stands up from her crouching position

and goes through the door.
I NT. SI CKBAY

Doctor Elris is in her office when she hears beeping from
one of the consoles in the next room She quickly wal ks
through to see Nurse Agolive over Y' lan as he begins to sit

up.
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AGOLI VE
Y lan's just started to becone aware,
Doct or.

Elris wal ks over grinning, glad to see Y' lan sitting up.

ELRI' S
How are you feeling, Y lan?
Y' LAN
| do not "feel," Doctor. The only

enotion that | do feel is that of
sadness for the people injured on
t he planet's surface.

ELRI S
That's not what you should be worried
about right now, and if it nakes you
feel better there were only m nor
casual ti es.

Y' I an just NODS

ELRI S (CONT' D)
Can you tell ne what just happened
to you?

Y' LAN
| believe | may have just experienced
what you humans cal
(beat)
a leap of faith.

ELRI S
A leap of faith?

Y' LAN
Intuition nmay be nore appropriate. |
suddenly became aware of the attacker.

ELRI S
It's like you have sone kind of sixth
sense.

Y' LAN

(di stracted)
It would be nmy seventh.
(beat)
But | have none that | am aware of.

ELRI S
And can you tell ne anything about

t he
(beat)
state you were just in?

13.
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Y' LAN
| believe that when | pushed M ss
Quinlan to the ground, | deflected
part of the blast. Fortunately,
Q tam have an internal energy reserve
whi ch appears to have taken the main
bl ast from the expl osion.

ELRI S
| see.

Y' LAN
When the energy was used up, it put
me in, what you call, an alnost conm

i ke state. Wiile |I can see and
hear everything that is going on, |
cannot respond to the environnent or
actions around ne. | am powerl ess.

ELRI S
(nods)
That woul d expl ain why you have been
unawar e over the past few m nutes.

Y' LAN
As | get older the reaction tine
wll go further and further down
until | can fully control mny energy
and mnd as one.

ELRI S
Just out of general interest, Y Ian,
but how ol d are you exactly?

Y' LAN
Five hundred and twenty cycles, it
roughly translates to two hundred
and sixty of your Earth years. Am|
free to | eave, Doctor?

ELRI S
| can't see any reason why | need to
keep you here, but I'd recomend
that you stay here for observation.
But since | can't see that happening,
| do ask that you take it easy for a
f ew days.

Y' LAN
Thank you, Doctor.

ELRI S
My pl easure.

Wt hout saying another word Y'lan gets up and EXI TS si ckbay,
| eaving Elris and Agolive al one together.
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AGOLI VE
(re: Y'lan)
I"ve never seen anything like it
bef or e.
ELRI S

Ylan isn't an it, Kathryn. Just
because Y'lan hasn't got a sex like
we do it doesn't nean we can treat
ce like an object.

AGOLI VE
" Ce"?

ELRI S
Apparently, it's Y lan's sex. But
everyone seens to call hima he,
none-t he-1| ess.

AGOLI VE

Then what do we call Y'lan?
ELRI S

"Ce," | guess..

The two | ook at each other confused and then both wal k away
to get on with their own work.

DOJAR S COW VA CE
Dojar to Elris.

ELRI S
Go ahead, Doj ar.

DAJAR S COW VO CE
Is Ylan fit for questioning, Doctor?

ELRI S
You just mssed ces, Dojar. | think
ce's gone back to ces | ab.

DQJAR S COw VA CE
Affirmative.

I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM

Quinlan is standing | ooking out of one of the room s giant
wi ndows, waiting for Dojar to neet her there. Not |ong after
Doj ar and Gurantas enter.

DAJAR
Jennifer, this is M. @Qrantas, he's
the | awer representing the case you
and Y'lan were involved in.

QUI NLAN
G ad to neet you.
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ACT ONE

She wal ks over to Dojar before she sits down.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)

(whi spers to Dojar)
| hate | awyers.

Doj ar gives her an odd | ook before she sits down. He takes

16.

the head of the table, where Cross usually sits and Gurantas

and Quinlan take the adjacent seats,
ot her.

faci ng opposite each

GURANTAS
Jennifer Quinlan. | haven't seen
you for a long while.

QUI NLAN
Excuse ne?

GURANTAS

You keep our |awyer's quite occupied
when you come to our planet don't
you? | don't think that there's a
single | awer on the planet that
hasn't heard of you. In fact, we
use nost of your cases in training
exercises for up and com ng young

| awyers.
Qui nl an shrugs.

QUI NLAN
Geat! |'mfanous.

GURANTAS

| was hoping that you m ght have
changed since | first saw your nane
on that report, but obviously I was

wWr ong.
QUI NLAN

What do you nean? | was on the

receiving end; | was al nost kill ed.
GURANTAS

And wasted no tine afterwards to
t ake what you could frominjured

shopkeepers stalls.

QUI NLAN

| don't know what you're talking

about .

DAJAR
(to Gurantas)

Wiy did you not informnme of this

before the briefing?
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GURANTAS
| didn't see that it was necessary.

DAJAR
(to Gurantas)
Could I have a word with M ss Quinlan
al one?

Qui nl an and Dojar get up and walk to the far corner of the
briefing room

QUI NLAN
(friskily as she wal ks
past Gurant as)
Excuse ne.

DQJ AR
Pl ease tell nme that this man is
m st aken, Quinl an.

QUI NLAN
(desperately)
O course he is, | have no idea what
he is tal ki ng about.

DQJAR
Are you sure?

Quinlan nods in response, a glint in her eye. They both wal k
back to where Gurantas is waiting for them

GURANTAS
Li eutenant Dojar, 1'd like you to
pl ace Quinlan into "protective
custody"” until | can determ ne exactly
what happened on the surface.

QUI NLAN
Protective custody? You b...

DQJAR
(i nterrupts)
M ss Quinlan, please. It would be
best for all concerned if you were
pl aced in custody, we don't know if
the assassin will try to strike again.

GURANTAS

(slyly)
And we woul dn't want that, would we?

Quinlan nods in reluctant agreenent.
DAJAR

Ensign Piller, report to the briefing
room
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PILLER S COW VO CE
Acknow edged.

The doors slide open and a young mal e Ensign wal ks in.

DAJAR
I"d like you to place Mss Quinlan
here into protective custody until
further notice.

Pl LLER
Aye, Sir.

Piller gestures for Quinlan to start wal king and they exit.

I NT. BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS

On to the Bridge, a |lot of people |ook at Quinlan, disgusted.
She wal ks with her head high, alnost proud of herself, even

t hough she obviously isn't. They wal k into one of the Bridge's
turbolifts.

I NT. TURBOLI FT -- CONTI NUOUS

PI LLER
Brig.

QUI NLAN
What ?! |' m sure Lieutenant Dojar
just nmeant for me to be confined to
quarters.

PI LLER

As far as |'mconcerned, the further
away you are fromus, the better.

Qui nlan sees his reaction and wal ks behind him studying
hi m

QUI NLAN
(whi spers in his ear)
I'm sure you could nmake an exception
for nme, just this once Lieutenant.

Piller flinches as Quinlan unexpectedly starts to feel his
uni form s back.

PI LLER
(quietly angry)
That isn't going to get you anywhere,
Mss Quinlan -- please renove your
hand or I'lIl have no choice but to
report you.
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QUI NLAN
(still whispering)
You wouldn't... you like it, don't

you?
Piller remains silent.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Has it been a while?

Piller is still silent.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
O maybe you... mght want sone
nore... She noves her hands from his
back to his front, as he still remains
silent. [|'msure Dojar wouldn't
mnd if you cane into ny quarters to
make sure that there wasn't any..
i ntruders around, Ensign.

Pl LLER
(slight grin formng)
I"msure he woul dn't. Conputer, crew
quarters.

The turbolift ride ends and they both exit.
I NT. CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUOUS

And casually wal k down the corridor, and stop at Quinlan's
quarters.

INT. QU NLAN S QUARTERS -- CONTI NUOUS

They both enter Quinlan's quarters, Piller, |ooking around
to see if anyone is there.

QUI NLAN
Perhaps you'd like to slip into
sonmething a little nore..
confortabl e?

Pl LLER
My quarters are on anot her deck..

Qui nlan noves in close to himonce again.

QUI NLAN
(whi spers)
Wio sai d anyt hi ng about goi ng back
to your quarters?

Quinlan starts to undo Piller's tunic, but a quarter of the
way down she notices that he isn't cooperating any nore. He
has seen the neckl ace.
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PI LLER
(seriously, indicating
t he neckl ace)
Can you explain this to me, Mss

Qui nl an?
Qui nl an | ooks confused, not know ng how t he neckl ace has
gotten there; after all it wasn't there earlier.
QUI NLAN

(matter of factly)
Per haps you had better take nme to
the Brig after all..

As Quinlan and Piller EXIT the canmera pans on to the neckl ace
and fromthis we...

FADE QUT.
END OF_ACT ONE
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ACT_TWO
FADE | N:
INT. BRI G
Quinlan is sitting in a holding cell as Y |an ENTERS.
Y' LAN
Dojar has told nme that Gurantas

bel i eves you have stolen an item of
jewelry fromthe shopping mall

QUI NLAN
And apparently he's correct.

Y' LAN
Yet you and | both know that the
informati on, and evidence, is false.

QUI NLAN
Do we?

Y' LAN
You know as well as | do that you
stopped a man fromtaking the

neckl ace.

QUI NLAN
To tell you the truth, Y lan, | can't
remenber what happened. | renenber

beam ng aboard, and then | renenber
t hi nki ng about it and | renenber
pocketing the necklace nyself... and
both nenories feel so real

Y' LAN
I know that you did not take that
pi ece of jewelry, Jennifer. | have

to go to the surface to identify the
person that attenpted to nurder us;

| intend to investigate both of our...
situations.

QUI NLAN
Thank you.

Y' LAN
Wil e you are waiting you should
remain in your quarters and avoid
the rest of the ship's popul ation.
|'ve asked Lieutenant Dojar to rel ease
you, he should be down here to rel ease
you W thin approxi mately one hour.

Y lan turns to | eave.
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QUI NLAN
(conf used)
Y lan! Wait! Why are you doing this?

Y' LAN

Because you, like I, are both | ooked
upon with disrespect and fear, and |
feel that | owe you it to clear your
nane. | believe that everyone should
have a second chance in life, and if
not that then a third and a fourth.

I know you did not do this Jennifer.

QUI NLAN
(unusual | y focused)
No one's ever done this for ne before.

(Beat)
Thank you.
Y' LAN
Not at all. Goodbye Jennifer.

Y lan turns and EXITS, |eaving Quinlan stood against the
force field and sits back down in the brig, with tears in
her eyes.

EXT. A PRISON ON THE PLANET' S SURFACE
I NT. | NTERVI EW ROOM

Y' lan and Gurantas stand, waiting for soneone to enter.
Qurantas stands opposite to Y |lan and Curantas keeps | ooking
at him with a scow on his face.

Y' LAN
Have | done sonething to offend you
M. Qurantas?

GURANTAS
By being here.

Y' LAN
Pl ease expl ain.

GURANTAS
You're an alien, an outsider; you
shoul dn't be here, you're interfering
w th our culture.

Y' LAN
And does Starfleet being here make
themany different to nyself?

GURANTAS
O course it does.
( MORE)
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GURANTAS ( CONT' D)
W are a humanoi d speci es and as
close to joining their Federation as
we thought possible -- and your
species is not. You' re an outsider,
you don't belong here, Stranger.

Y' LAN
| believe that | do. Fate has led ne
to this nmonent in tinme and space,
just as it has |led you.

GURANTAS
Fate? Fate didn't get a chance earlier
t oday when you were al nost kill ed.

Y' LAN
O course it did. It was the will of
whatever it is that controls us al
that | save nyself, if It didn't
want ne to be alive, then quite sinply
M. Qrantas, then | would not.

Qurantas grunts and turns around, Y' lan feeling | ess and

| ess confortable by the mnute as we see himunconfortably
shift about the room The doors open and a guard brings a
PRI SONER into the room

Y LAN (CONT' D)
That is not the man who attenpted to

kKill me.
GURANTAS
(surprised)
Isn't he?
Y' LAN

| saw the real man who fired the
weapon seconds before he attenpted
to kill Mss Quinlan and nyself. |
can assure you Sir, that this isn't
the man who fired the mssile.

GURANTAS
You obviously don't understand our
| egal system

Y' LAN
Then perhaps you should explain it
to ne.

PRI SONER
(hurriedly)
It's an unfair system | didn't do...
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GURANTAS
(i nterrupts)
Shut up prisoner...

He turns to |l ook at Y'Ilan.

GURANTAS ( CONT' D)
Cone outsi de.

Y'lan and Gurantas wal k outside, but before they go the
prisoner gives Y lan a synpathetic |ook.

I NT. PRI SON CORRI DOR

GURANTAS
Qur |l egal systemworks on the basis
of guilty until proven innocent.
Since there is no evidence to suggest
that this is not the man who...

Y' LAN
(shouts)
I saw him

GURANTAS
(shout s back)
And you were on the floor unconscious
at the tine!

Y' LAN
(cal m ng down)
And | also saw himas | tried to
find the real man before he fired
t he weapon. And | was unaware, not
unconsci ous. There's a difference
bet ween bei ng unconsci ous and unawar e.

GURANTAS
Then perhaps you should explain it
to me, outsider.

Y' LAN

(grow i ng and maki ng

hi s hei ght known)
I am not an outsider on ny ship where
there is only one of ny kind, and I
amstill not an outsider on this
planet. If it were not for ny want
to find out who really did fire that
weapon, rest assured Sir, that |
woul d not be standing here tal king
to you right now. Now explain your
systemto ne, before | show nmy system
to you.

24.
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EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise in orbit around the planet.

I NT. CORRI DOR

Qui nl an wal ks al one. People | ook at her |ike before and avoid
her in the corridor, she walks along in a | ess proud stature
then she did before. As she walks along to her quarters she
sees a crowd gathered around a notice board, she wal ks cl oser
to investigate.

The board is an advertisenent for new CONN O ficers on the
ship, and since the Enterprise is not going to be returning
to Starfleet Command for some tinme, the Enterprise has been
given permssion for Cross to pick three officers hinself.
Anyone with piloting skills can apply, they do not need a
Starfl eet conm ssion. Conmander Talora's nane is on the
contact area.

Bl LLI NGS
(to Quinlan)
| hope you're not thinking of going
into the training programfor this

Qui nl an.

CREWAN 2
W don't want the ship to be invol ved
in any snuggling runs.

They both | augh and wal k of f, |eaving Quinlan |ooking at the
boar d.

I NT. TALORA' S OFFI CE

Y lan is standing facing Talora, crouching down to avoid his
head hitting the ceiling.

TALORA
M. Qurantas says that you threatened
hi m

Y' LAN

And he was being racially offensive.

TALORA
And that justifies your actions?

Y' LAN
| believe it does, yes.

TALORA
Then what you did was right, you are
excused M. Y'Ian.



RENAI SSANCE: " Absence of | nnocence" - ACT TWD 26.

Y' LAN
There is one nore item| wish to
di scuss with you, Commander

TALORA
And that is...

Y' LAN
The man who Gurantas is holding in
custody, he isn't the man who tried
to have Quinlan and nyself kill ed.

TALORA
And what do you expect ne to do about
this?

Y' LAN

Wiile | was on the planet | was told
that the penalty for such crines as
this one is death, and the | aw system
wor ks on the basis of guilty until
proven innocent.

TALORA
(nods)
Then you nust research the situation
and deci de on what you are going to
do about it.

Y' LAN
Then | have access to the appropriate
files?

Tal ora taps sonme commands on her conputer station

TALORA
You do as of right now, good | uck
M. Y Ilan.

Y' LAN

Thank you, Conmander.

Y lan EXITS | eaving Tal ora, not bothered about the situation
| ooki ng through some files at her station. Seconds after
Y' Il an | eaves, Quinlan ENTERS. Talora |ooks up for a brief
second and | ooks at Quinlan in disgust before going back
down to her work.

TALORA
Can | help you, Crewran?
QUI NLAN
Yes actually, you can. | want to

enter the running for CONN O ficer.

Tal ora | ooks up anused.
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TALORA
And what nmakes you think that |'m
going to put you in for that?

QUI NLAN
Way shouldn't | be?

TALORA
For one, you're a pirate and a thief.

QUI NLAN

Ex- pirate, Conmander, and you have
al ready judged nme before |I've even
been tried. Y lan says that | didn't
t ake that neckl ace and even though |
haven't got a clue what happened, |
bel i eve him

TALORA
Y lan wasn't fully aware at the
tine... his perceptions could have

been al tered.

QUI NLAN
(silently |aughs)
The day | neet a nodest Ronul an. ..

She | ooks up to Tal ora.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
There's nothing stopping nme from
going in for CONN O ficer and you
wll see ne wth the rest of the
candi dat es tonorrow norni ng Commander,
whet her you like it or not.

Quinlan EXITS | eaving Talora | ooking at where Quinlan had
just stood, inpressed.

I NT. CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUQUS

QUI NLAN
Conputer, locate Y'I|an.

COVPUTER
Ylan is in Science Lab Six.

INT. Y'LAN S LAB

Y lan has his table cleared and sits studying sone files he
has called up. The door CH MES.

Y' LAN
You may enter

Qui nl an ENTERS.
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Y LAN (CONT' D)
Jennifer; | believe | have made sone
progress into the investigation.

QUI NLAN
| thought you only returned to the
ship twenty m nutes ago?

Y' LAN
| did. Qtam have the ability to
read extrenely quickly.

Quinlan SITS ON Y'lan's table, before Y lan shoots her a
glance with a few of his eyes, and Quinlan GETS UP

QUI NLAN
So what have you found?

Y' LAN
The | egal systemon the planet is
that of guilty until proven innocent,
whi ch expl ai ns why your case is
different to nost others that you
have been involved in. But there is
one ot her major difference, which
@urantas has kept extrenely qui et
about, which woul d explain why you
have been charged with soneone el se's
crine.

QUI NLAN
And that is?

Y' LAN
Peopl e on the planet take thensel ves
and how they live very seriously. As
you have seen, the people on the
pl anet don't treat you with very
much respect.

QUI NLAN
And? That happens everywhere | go.

Y' LAN
This is very different. If you, as
the Earth saying goes, bruised
anyone's ego when you' ve been down
there you coul d have gotten yourself
into a lot of trouble.

QUI NLAN
["1l get out of it... | always do.

Y' LAN
Unfortunately for you, from how your
case is developing it seens to ne

( MORE)

28.
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Y LAN (CONT' D)
that there is soneone very powerful
down there who wants to see you dead.

QUI NLAN
(sarcastic)
Sounds |i ke a good place to live.

Y' LAN
As for the man who has been arrested
for attenpting to kill us, he also

is not the sane man, and he has been
sentenced to deat h.

QUI NLAN
I's there anything we can do to stop
t he charge? Can we find out who the
original attacker, and thief, was.

Y' LAN
Unfortunately, no. There were over
5000 people in the mall on the day
the attack took place. But there is
one nore itemthat may help us find
out the identity of our would be
killer and your thief.

QUI NLAN
What's that?

Y' LAN
If I recall correctly, you said you
remenber not hing of what actually
happened on the planet when you were
reportedly stealing the neckl ace?

QUI NLAN
Except the flashbacks when | returned
to the ship. But how does that hel p?

Y' LAN
| don't know yet. ..
(beat)
but 1'd |ike you to cone down to the
pl anet with ne tonorrow, there's a
theory | want to test.

QUI NLAN
What's that?

Y' LAN
The. ..

Y' |l an suddenly bolts over in pain, clutching were his stomach
is and ends up lying on the floor convul sing.
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QUI NLAN
(shouts)
Y LAN Y'LAN Quinlan to Sickbay, we
have a nedi cal energency in Y lan's
sci ence | ab!

ELRI S
Acknowl edged, I'mtransporting Y |an
here now.

Y' | an di sappears in the famliar glow of a transporter beam
and Quinlan runs out of the lab and into the corridor.

I NT. SI CKBAY

The canera is on the doors as Quinlan runs in and then pans
around to where Y'lan lies, stabilized. Elris is around him
again checking his vitals.

QUI NLAN
Doct or!

ELRI S
Y lan's going to be all right...
again. But it |ooks as though soneone
may have tried to poison him

QUI NLAN
Poi son hi n? Why woul d someone want
to do that?

ELRI S

I wouldn't know. All that | do know
is that it happened approximately
two hours ago.

QUI NLAN
(to herself)
That woul d have been when Y'|an was
on the planet's surface.

ELRI S
W' | | know nore when he regains
awareness; it looks like his body is
going to be in for a rough tine over
t he next few days.

QUI NLAN
Just when we were getting sonmewhere
as well...



RENAI SSANCE: " Absence of | nnocence" - ACT TWD 31.

Quinlan turns and | eaves, |eaving Sickbay silent as Elris
returns to her office and Y lan's eyes remain stirring at
the ceiling and fromthis we

FADE QUT.

END OF_ACT TWD
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FADE | N:

ACT_THREE

| NT. HOLCDECK -- BRI DGE

One of the crewren who insulted Quinlan yesterday sits at

the helm as Talora | ooks on.

The vi ewscreen shows the ship darting in and out of an
asteroid field, chasing after a Ferengi fighter. W see the
ships shields flare as the viewscreen shows the front of the

ship clipping a rock. The ship spins out of control
result of the inpact and a white glow fills the screen and

the Bridge dematerializes. ..

I NT. HOLCDECK -- CONTI NUCUS

...Into the walls of the holographic training facility.

Bl LLI NGS does a regulation turn and EXI TS the Hol odeck, as

TALORA
Your accuracy is not as high as it
shoul d be, Crewman, | wouldn't want

you sitting in the pilot's chair on
ny Bridge.

Bl LLI NGS
Sir! Yes, Sir!

TALORA
You are di sm ssed, Crewran.

Qui nl an enters.

QUI NLAN
Jenni fer Quinlan, reporting as not
or der ed.

TALORA
Take a seat, Crewran.

Quinlan sits down, facing Tal ora.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
How much experience have you had
piloting space faring vessel s?

QUI NLAN
| piloted nmy own ship for over five
years.

TALORA
But your ship is certainly not the
Enterprise, is it Crewman?

as a

32.
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QUI NLAN
No, it's not. But I'msure that if
you give ne a chance | can pilot the
Enterprise just as well.

TALORA
Then why don't you prove that to nme?

Quinlan gives a slightly nervous sigh and stands up.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Conmput er, activate training program
del ta one.

And the surroundi ngs once agai n change. ..
| NT. HOLODECK -- BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS

This training programis different to the one we saw before.
The vi ewscreen shows that the Enterprise is in a nebula, and
an unknown class of ship is heading towards it.

TALORA
For this exercise | will be your
tactical officer and the conputer
will control all other functions.

QUI NLAN
(indicating the
Vi ewscr een)

What the hell is that? |I've never
seen that configuration of ship
bef or e.

TALORA

It is a ship ny people encountered
in a nebula sone years ago. W have
no i dea who these people are or why
they attacked us... only that they
destroyed two of our Warbirds in a
matter of minutes, and left a third
one |inping hone.

QUI NLAN
And is this what all of the other
candi dates went up agai nst?

TALORA
No, it certainly is not.

Quinl an rai ses her eyebrows and | ooks down at the controls
as she expertly noves the Enterprise around the nebul a and
towards the ship, avoiding nost weapon fire in the process.

QUI NLAN
How am | doi ng?
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TALORA
Better than | antici pated.

The ship swerves to avoid a collision with the ship as the
Enterprise fires back and severely damages the ship. Quinlan
turns the ship around for another run at it and the weapons
fire of the Enterprise finishes it off as the Enterprise
flies through the expl osion.

Tal ora stands | ooki ng dunbf ounded, she never expected Quinlan
to be this good. Quinlan turns around, to | ook at Tal ora.

QUI NLAN
So how do you think | did, Talora?

TALORA
Excellent, Crewran, but if you are
to beconme the ship's new pilot, which
| am not saying you will be, you
will address nme by ny rank.

QUI NLAN
(pl eased)
Yes, Sir!
TALORA

O course, ny decision may al so be
based on your past crines and your
current exploits on the planet's
surf ace.

QUI NLAN
Understood, but | don't believe that
that's entirely fair.

TALORA
| believe it is. The next set of
exercises wll be in Shuttle Bay 2
at 2000 hours. Di sm ssed.

And with that Quinlan stands up and EXITS, making no effort
to do a regulation turn. The camera zoons in on Tal ora who
si ghs and | ooks absently at the hol ographic pilot's seat.

| NT. CORRI DOR

Quinlan is wal king down the corridor when she bunps into
NARV QZRAN.

QUI NLAN

Qzran! Taking the CONN test?
OZRAN

No, if you'll excuse ne..

Qui nl an decides to press the issue.
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QUI NLAN
Wiy not? You're a shuttle pilot.

OZRAN
Because |'m quite happy with being
the Transporter Chief.

QUI NLAN
Don't you want a shot at the big
chair?

OZRAN
You'll find we don't all share the
same anbition Quinlan, nowif you
excuse ne. ..

Quinlan turns around and regards Qzran as he wal ks away down
the corridor, |ooking confused as to where he wants to take
his life in the future.

INT. Y'LAN S LAB

The canera pans froma forced open door to where Quinlan
sits in the unlit roomsave a small lanp on Y |an's desk.
She is reading some of the files that Y |lan was show ng her
t he previous day; she picks up the PADDs and si ghs, | ooking
at the quantity of them

The door opens fully and the light fromthe corridor outside
shines in on Quinlan's face. The silhouette of the person
is obvious. It is Ylan. As he enters we can see that he

| ooks very different, his face is a slightly different col or
and he has a transparent substance com ng out either side of
hi s nout h.

Y' LAN

You coul d have asked, Jennifer.
QUI NLAN

| thought you were unaware.
Y' LAN

I was. | only regai ned awar eness

just under an hour ago. Doctor Elris
does not know that | have left the
Si ckbay.

Quinlan notices how different Y' |lan | ooks to how she | ast
saw him

Y LAN (CONT' D)
| notice that you see ne in a
different light nowthat I amill.
But do not worry Jennifer... | wll
recover fully wwthin a matter of
hours.
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QUI NLAN
I"'mglad to hear that. Can you tel
me what you had found yesterday?

Y' LAN
I now know that the man who is sitting
in the prison did not attenpt to
Kill us.

QUI NLAN
Us?

Y' LAN
I ndeed. Qur "crinmes" are both
entwi ned. According to the files I
have read, which the local police

force sent to the Enterprise, | have
deducted that the real would be killer
set out to kill you, but when anot her

opportunity presented itself he
attenpted to assassinate me as well.

QUI NLAN
| take it that this person would
have want ed one of the itens |
borrowed off hi m back?

Y' LAN
Correct. And it is nore than likely
that he was a racist, |ike nost of
t he planet's popul ation is.

QUI NLAN
So where can we find this son of a
bitch?

Y' LAN
As | told you before, the local police
have al ready rel eased the man and
another is nowin custody. It is
also nore than likely that this man
has fled the planet, since he is not
a native.

QUI NLAN
| don't think so, Y'Ian.

Y' LAN
And why do you think that?

QUI NLAN
You' ve forgotten that bad case of
f ood poi soning you' ve got.

36.
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Y' LAN
| know who has done this to ne, and
he is not the man who tried to kil
us. But, | do have ny own plans for
hi m

QUI NLAN
So what are we going to do about the
man in prison..
(beat)
...and the real assassin?

Y' LAN
| intend to go and drop the charges
against the man who is currently in
custody. As for the real assassin, |
don't think there is nuch that we
can do.

ANGLE: Quinlan, as a realization suddenly cones over her.

QUI NLAN
Actually, | think there is.

I NT. M SSI ON OPERATI ONS

Quinlan briskly strides in. She sees Talora's office enpty
and wal ks to an enpty console in the main room no one seens
to notice, as they are too engrossed in their own work.

QUI NLAN
Conput er, upload crimnal record
fromthe planet's surface for Quinlan,
Jennifer E

COVPUTER
Transfer conpl ete.
QUI NLAN
Now cross reference every filed...

(beat)
"conpl ai nt" agai nst the nanes of the
peopl e who were in the shopping nal
at the tinme of the assassination
attenpt.

COVPUTER
Operati on conpl et e.

QUI NLAN
Di spl ay.

A list of three or four names appears on the screen and
Qui nl an | ooks pl eased with herself.
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QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Conput er, display the nanes of those
who have |eft the planet's surface
inthe time since the attenpt.

The conputer displays one nane and as Quinlan turns around
and is about to wal k out of the door, Talora walks in and
goes to her office.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Computer, save all files regarding
this person to Jennifer Quinlan's
per sonal database and restrict use
to Jennifer Quinlan.

COVPUTER
Confi r med.

QUI NLAN
Clear nonitor and delete all records
of this exchange.

COVPUTER
Confi r med.

Quinlan turns around and begins to wal k before turning her
head around fully, in a hurry, and literally bunps into
Tal or a.

TALORA
And what is so secretive that you
delete all records of what you've
just done and restrict access to one

file?
QUI NLAN
| don't have to answer to you
TALORA
(angrily)

Wiile you're on this ship when Captain
Cross isn't on board everyone answers
to nme! And if you still want to be

the CONN officer of this ship then

you will tell ne everything that you
have just done.

I NT. TALORA' S OFFI CE

Y lan wal ks in, giving Quinlan an anused | ook as to what
she's done now. Quinlan returns the glare uninpressed at
Y' Il an' s undevel oped sense of hunor.

TALORA
Y lan, 1'"'mglad you could nake it.
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Y' LAN
| am sure that whatever you think
that Jenni fer has done can be answered
for.

TALORA
Well, for once it seens |ike she's
actual ly done sonething right, it's
just a shanme she didn't decide to
share it with us instead of going to
pursue it herself.

Y' LAN
(1 ooks at Quinl an)
You' ve nade a devel opnent in the

case”?
QUI NLAN
| know who tried to kill us Y'Ilan
(beat)

and it's because of ne that both of
us were al nost kill ed.

Y' LAN
Thi ngs past can be forgiven.
QUI NLAN
| still endangered your life and the

life of everyone else around ne. If
I"ve |l earnt anything over the past
fewdays it's that if | amgoing to
get to be the Enterprise' s CONN
Oficer 1'"'mgoing to cause a | ot of
problenms for you all.

TALORA
It would certainly...
(beat)
make things interesting for us.

Quinlan smles and contenplates her future as the camera
swi ngs around to Tal ora.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
| believe that there is a chance
t hat your woul d-be assassin is stil
within range of a shuttle. Wuld
ei ther of you like to acconpany ne?

Y' I an nods his head and Quinlan stands up ready to go, but
| ooks nore responsi bl e, perhaps because she is just in the
presence of her perhaps future conmand officer.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Il will nmeet you both in the cargo
bay in twenty mnutes; there are
( MORE)
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
matters that | need to attend to
before | | eave.

Quinlan | eaves, but Y lan stays put, making his presence
felt.

Y' LAN
| hope that you are not going to
take Jennifer off the list of
potential CONN O ficers because of
her actions today.

TALORA
| refuse to comment on mny progress
in selecting a CONN O ficer to anyone
on the crew.

Y' LAN
If I amnot going to get a conment
fromyou, Talora, | wll say one

t hi ng. Renmenber that you are picking
a CONN O ficer for the good of the
ship and not on your personal opinion
of one individual.

TALORA
| don't need you to rem nd ne of
that, Y'lan.

Y lan turns to | eave, but Talora | ooks up fromher work and
stops Y'lan.

TALORA (CONT' D)
Y' I an. Why have you suddenly taken
an interest in Quinlan's activities?

Y' LAN
Because no one el se on this ship
seens to. Someone needs to | ook out
for her.

Wth that coomment Y'lan turns around and starts to | eave,
| eaving Tal ora | ooki ng on, pondering what Y |an has just
told her. Before he exits, Y lan turns around.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
Commander, there is one nore thing...

Fromthis we...

FADE QUT.
END OF_ACT THREE
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ACT_FOUR
| NT. SHUTTLEBAY

Tal ora stands in the shuttle bay pacing up and down, while a
patient Y'lan stands in a nonent of tranquility, contenplating
his thoughts. Quinlan ENTERS and wal ks over to Y'lan. Talora
nods at her as she wal ks in.

QUI NLAN
(to Y'lan)
What's up with her?

Y' LAN
| believe she may have just seen a
new perspective in our situation.

Quinlan gives Y lan a strange | ook saying don't interfere

with ny business, but Y lan stays the sanme, giving Quinlan a
firm and reassured | ook back.

The shuttle bay doors OPEN as Doj ar ENTERS.

TALORA
You're | ate, Dojar.

DQJAR
' m having a bad norning, Conmander.

Tal ora | ooks taken aback by Dojar's attitude and indicates
for Quinlan and Y' lan to board the waiting shuttle.

TALORA
Is this going to interfere with your
duties, |ieutenant?
DQJAR
(shaking his head)

No, sir.
They turn to board the shuttle.
I NT. SHUTTLE

Quinlan and Y'lan are in the two rear seats, |eaving the
front two piloting consoles for Talora and Dojar.

TALORA
(to Quinlan)
Crewran, |1'd like you to take the
Conn.
QUI NLAN

Huh?
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TALORA

Your response shoul d have been that
of "Sir?" and | believe you heard ne
the first tine.

QUI NLAN
(partly
ent husi asti cal | y)

Yes sir!

EXT. SPACE

The shuttle lifts up and exits the Enterprise,

into the darkness of space.

EXT. SPACE

The shuttle is CLOSING IN on an alien ship, and slows as it

appr oaches.

I NT. SHUTTLE

Tal ora wal ks up to the front of the shuttle and

t he vi ewscr een.

TALORA
This is the Starfleet shuttle
Pat hfinder to the attack ship Mrage,
respond.

A shrewd | ooking alien naned DI MARAK appears on the
Vi ewscr een

D marak notices Quinlan sat

DI MARAK
This is the Mrage. How can | help
you, Starfleet?

TALORA
' m placi ng you under arrest for the
attenpted assassination of two of ny
crew menbers. Surrender peacefully
or | wll be forced to open fire.

DI MARAK
You of all people should know,
Commander, that Starfleet doesn't
appreci ate peopl e taking pot shots
at their officers, particularly
visiting aliens. | aren't about to
surrender anytine soon.

flying off

| ooks into

42.

in the conn seat of the shuttle.



RENAI SSANCE: " Absence of | nnocence" - ACT FOUR 43.

DI MARAK  ( CONT' D)
(smugl y)
Do you realize that you have a petty
thief piloting your shuttle,
Commander ?

TALORA
| see you recognize Mss Quinlan,
can you enlighten ne as to how?

DI MARAK
| seemto recall her "borrow ng"
sonething off ne a few years back
though | can't seemto recall getting
it back.

TALORA
And is that the notive you had for
attenpting to kill her and anot her
menber of ny crew?

DI MARAK
She was with the outsider as well!?
["msorry ny plan fail ed!

TALORA
(sternly)
M. Dimarak, |'m asking you one nore
time, surrender.
DI MARAK
May the devil take you within his

grasp!

The vi ewscreen cuts off.

DAJAR
He' s engagi ng his warp engines,
Conmander .
TALORA
(smugly)

Take out as many systens as you can,
Li eutenant. Wth the exception of
life support.

DQJAR
Yes, Sir.

The viewscreen conmes to life with a sea of color as the
shuttle fires at the Mrage. The Mrage turns and cones back
at the shuttle.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Commander, |'mdetecting nmultiple
mssile silos and phaser turrets
armng all over the ship's hull
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TALORA

Wiy didn't we detect themearlier?
DQJAR

Unknown.
TALORA

Are we a match for thenf

DAJAR
Unlikely if he decides to fire them
at us, and, it appears that all of
t he weapons are arned and ready to
fire. Qur weapons should be able to
penetrate his ablative arnor, it's
t he ol d depl oyabl e shell style.

Tal ora ponders the options before:

TALORA
Qui nl an get us out of here.

QUI NLAN
"1l try, Conmander.

EXT. SPACE

The shuttle attenpts to out maneuver the Mrage as it fires
weapons at the shuttle.

I NT. SHUTTLE

The shuttle shakes; Tal ora regains her conposure and position
inthe mddle of the floor. Y lan remains calm entranced in
the viewscreen. Talora | ooks at one of the panels and sees
how wel | Quinlan is doing well avoiding the m ssiles, though
she is still hitting sonme, she's avoiding nore then are
hitting her.

The shuttle suddenly shakes violently and Tal ora | ooks at
where the weapons fire is comng fromon the back of the
M rage.

TALORA
Qui nl an, take us around the back of
the Mrage. Quickly.
EXT. SPACE
The shuttle slows and the Mrage flies under it.
I NT. SHUTTLE
Tal ora points out the section of the Mrage where the weapons

fireis comng from It is obvious that there is a gap in
t he arnor.
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TALORA
Dojar aimfor this section here and
fire weapons.

DQJAR
Yes sir.

On the viewscreen we see the Mrage take heavy danage and a
gas start to |leak fromthe upper sections.

TALORA
St at us?

Y' LAN
My readi ngs indicate that the ship
has taken heavy damage to its engines
and |ife support systems. She isn't
goi ng anywher e.

TALORA
Beam t he pil ot aboard and set a course
back for the Enterprise. Maxinmm
war p.

EXT. SPACE

The shuttle takes the Mrage in a TRACTOR BEAM and goes to
war p.

I NT. SHUTTLE

Talora sits at the back station with Y'I|an.

Y' LAN
Conmmander, 1'd like to ask you
sonet hi ng.
Tal ora NODS

Y LAN (CONT' D)
Wul d you consider it wong, to treat
one man the sane as a crimnal, even
if he wasn't, if he'd been treating
anot her the sanme way?

TALORA
Al though | amnot well versed in
phi | osophy or take an interest in

others affairs, | would say that was
an accurate assunption. Wy do you
ask?

Y' LAN

The | awyer who has been representing
our case is racist towards nyself.
( MORE)
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The Enterprise has grown to full

Y LAN (CONT' D)
| find it hard to believe that in a
culture as advanced as there's that
there can be roomfor one such as
he.

TALORA
No matter how advanced a species is,
not every nmenber can be as open m nded
as the mpjority. Take Earth for
exanple; in the md twentieth century
it was one of the nost violent planets
for racismin the quadrant. |
remenber reading a report fromthe
Vul cans a few years back that they
woul d have made contact with humanity
alnost a century earlier if it wasn't
for the prejudice in society.

Y' LAN
Yet now all humans seemto be
wel com ng towards other societies.

TALORA
No matter how many humans are |ike
that, there are those who are
prejudiced. It's a way of life in
the galaxy Y lan, and the only way
that it can be changed is by changing
their own opinions. Only they, with
the hel p of others, can influence
t hat .

the shuttle glides into the shuttle bay.

| NT. SHUTTLEBAY

Qui nl an,

Talora, Y'lan,

and Doj ar wal k out of the shuttle

and into the bay and corridor ahead.

M ss Quinl an
will be anno
1500 hours.
at t endance.

I'Il be ther

Tal ora and Dojar EXIT.

Jennifer. |

TALORA

. The new CONN O ficer
unced in Ten Forward at
| hope to see you in

QUI NLAN
e, Conmander.

Y' LAN
need to speak with you.

46.

size on the viewscreen and
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QUI NLAN
I heard what you were saying to Talora
in the shuttle. What were you pl anni ng
on doing to our |awer friend?

Y' LAN
Teaching hima | esson in race and
i nnocence. A society with an absence
of innocence is not a fair one, not
to you or anyone on the planet

sur f ace.
QUI NLAN
But the Prinme Directive...
Y' LAN
Jennifer, I amnot a nenber of

Starfleet. And as nmuch as | would
like to obey their rules and
regulations | do not feel that this
world is developing as it should. It
needs a hel pi ng hand.

QUI NLAN
Al right, but on your head be it.

Y' LAN
You' ve cone a long way in the | ast
few days, Jennifer. Perhaps you wil |
lead a better life fromnow on?

QUI NLAN
Thanks... but under the skin |lies
t he sanme person who stole, nurdered
and ki cked herself out of Starfleet.

Y' LAN
But under that |ayer is another. A
person who cares about what happens
to others and how she is as a person.
You have begun to unwap that |ayer
Jennifer, don't stop now

The canera slowy zoons in on contenplative Quinlan
considering her future. Y lan EXITS and after a | ong beat of
contenpl ation, Quinlan also EXITS.

EXT. PLANET SURFACE

It is still raining outside and the camera closing in on the
city fromearlier

I NT. SHOPPI NG MALL
GURANTAS wal ks al ong one of the higher railings, |ooking for

troubl e below. He sees a teamof POLICE wal king up the stairs
and towards him
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GURANTAS
What can | do for you, gentlenen?

OFFI CER 1
M. Qurantas, your being placed under
arrest under the charge of an
attenpted assassination attenpt.

GURANTAS
This is ridicul ous!

Anot her officer, covered fromhead to toe, renoves their
helnet; it is Y Ian.

Y' LAN
On the contrary, M. Gurantas. From
your laws | would say that this was
quite fair.

GURANTAS
You. Qutsiders always cause trouble.
You. Quinl an.

Y' LAN
You do not deserve to enforce the
law, M. Q@urantas, if you yourself
cannot keep an open mnd. Even if
that law itself is unenlightened.

GURANTAS
You have no authority to tell ny
race howto live their lives.

Y' lan noves in close to Gurantas, and bows his head as he
whi spers into his ear

Y' LAN
(whi spering)
No, | do not. But if you want to be
set free, that is exactly what you
are going to do.

The canera closes in on an enraged Gurantas, and fromthis
we. . .

FADE QUT.
END OF_ACT FOUR
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ACT_FI VE

FADE | N:

I NT. POLI CE STATI ON

Y' LAN stands and signs sonme fornms which are laid out in front
of him Pictures of GURANTAS, the PRI SONER and the real
crimnal and assassin are on PADDs. OFFICER 1 wal ks up to
Y' | an.

OFFI CER 1
You may speak to the prisoner now.

Y' I an nods his head and wal ks through the cells, he sees the
man who was inprisoned earlier for trying to assassinate him
and Quinlan being set free, he nods in thanks and smles at
Y lan. At the other end of the cell we see D MARAK bei ng
placed in custody. Y lan stares at himfor a LONG BEAT.

OFFI CER 1 ( CONT' D)
Don't worry. This case has al ready
caused so much controversy that |
don't think they'll risk setting him
free.

Y' LAN
And the new | aws?

OFFI CER 1
There is heated debates about them
all over the planet, but, so many
people agree with theml'd find it
hard for the Governnent not to insist
on them bei ng made | aw.

Y' I an nods and the two continue wal king towards the end of
the corridor. They walk up to a cell where Gurantas is inside.
Y' Il an nods once nore at OFFICER 1 and he takes a few steps
back, | eaving Gurantas and Y'lan to business.

GURANTAS
| did as you asked.

Y' lan stands silently, regarding the cell around Gurantas.
After a long beat. ..

GURANTAS ( CONT' D)
Aren't you going to say anything?

Y' LAN
| hope you can see the irony of al
this. You have sunken from being one
of the nost respected nmenbers of
society to being an attenpted

mur der er .
( MORE)
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Y LAN (CONT' D)
I now hope you understand how ot hers
feel when they too are arrested under
t he sane circunstances as you are.

GURANTAS
(sarcastically)
You have opened mny eyes.

Y' LAN
| hope that | have. But one thing
that | cannot change is your feelings
for "outsiders"” and | realize that
the events of the |ast day may have
made you nore wary.

Qurantas regards Y' lan, the same look in his eyes as earlier.
Y' |l an stares deep inside of them wondering about his
noti vati ons.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
May | ask why you are so afraid of
me?

GURANTAS
| believe that our society should be
able to evolve on its own, w thout
you comng to interfere, |like you
have today.

Y' LAN
(shakes hi s head)
But you know as well as | do that
that is not true. If that were the
case you woul d be prejudiced against
the rest of the Enterprise crew as
wel | .

GURANTAS
I've al ways been taught to be cautious
of those who are different to ne.
The Enterprise crewis simlar to
me, but you are not. Qur race has
been altered before by outsiders,
you have only reinforced that idea.

Y' LAN
And for that | amsorry. But your
pl anet does not seemto have the
correct definitions of guilt and
i nnocence that al nbst every other
pl anet in the gal axy abi des by, they
nust be corrected.

GURANTAS
And what nakes you think that?
( MORE)
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GURANTAS ( CONT' D)
What nekes your definition correct
and ours wong? Have you ever thought
of that, outsider?

Y lan realizes that he isn't going to be able to change the
opi nions of this man. Instead, he settles for what he has
al ready achi eved.

Y' LAN
I have informed the guard that you
are to be released at any point within
t he next week at his discretion. |
hope that gives you tine to
contenpl ate your thoughts.

Y' lan turns and wal ks outside and into the rain, that slowy
pats down on his body. He hangs his head | ow and | ooks up
at the heavens and lets out a deep sigh of defeat.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
Y lan to Enterprise, one to beam
aboard.

Y lan's figure disappears into a beamof |ight and | eaves
the rain patting down onto the ground of where he was | ust
st ood.

I NT. TEN FORWARD

The crew is gathered around Talora, who is holding a Starfl eet
Uni form and some rank pips. A solemm Quinlan ENTERS the

room and takes a table on her own. PILLER wal ks towards her
and takes a seat.

Pl LLER

| hope you don't m nd me joining

you.
QUI NLAN

Not at all, | owe you a drink anyway.
Pl LLER

| guess you could say that.

QUI NLAN
Thank you for not reporting that...
l[ittle incident. The |ast few days
have opened nmy mnd up to the faults
innmy life, and I'"msetting out to
change them whether | get the CONN
or not.

Pl LLER
I"'mglad to hear that.

A server wal ks up to them
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SERVER
Can | get either of you anything?

QUI NLAN
One Mushaka mind warp and...

Qui nl an nods towards Piller.

Pl LLER
A synt hehol

The server nods and wal ks away.
QUI NLAN

Synt hehol ? For some reason |
consi dered you to be nore adventurous

t hen that.
Pl LLER

| try not to drink anything strong.
QUI NLAN

| need it... for the nerves.

Piller smles as the server returns with their drinks. They
both take their glasses and knock them toget her.

PI LLER
To the future. | hope it turns out
the way you want it to.

QUI NLAN
Thank you.

Quinlan | ooks as the doors open as Y' |lan wal ks over to join
t hem

Y' LAN
I hope I'mnot interrupting anything.
Pl LLER
Not at all.
QUI NLAN
How di d your neeting go?
Y' LAN
Surprisingly well. I think I've nmade

a positive influence on their society.

Quinlan and Y'lan sit staring out of the view ports, Piller,
havi ng no idea how nuch they've bonded over the past few
days sits in the mddle of them wondering when one of them
is going to say sonething.
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TALORA
Can | have your attention? | wll
shortly be announcing the new CONN
Oficer of the Enterprise-G

The gathered crowd | et off a small cheer as the canera cuts
bet ween sonme of the group we've seen in the hol odeck and in
vari ous other places as we see their nervous faces.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
But first, I would like to give ny
respect to those who did not get the
pl acenent. There will be three people
chosen, a head CONN officer, a
secondary officer and a night watch
officer who will join our other two
officers on their shifts.

The canera cuts back to Quinlan while Talora is nuttering
sonet hing about tight rotas and not abiding people who arrive
late for their shifts.

QUI NLAN
There's no way in hell she's gonna
pi ck me. She doesn't even |ike ne!

Y' |l an gives her a bizarre yet reassuring smle and Piller
puts his hand on hers, giving her his support. She smles
back at Y'Ilan.

TALORA
Ensi gn Whedon will control the night
shift Conn.

A round of applause is heard as WHEDON nmakes his way to the
front. Talora hands himhis new pips and shakes his hand. He
makes his way back to his seat.

Cut back to Quinlan | ooking extrenely nervous.
TALORA ( CONT' D)
The secondary Conn. O ficer will be
Crewman Johnson

Anot her round of appl ause goes off as CREWVMAN 2 nakes his
way to the front. Talora hands hima rank pip.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Congr at ul ati ons, Ensign.

Anot her round of appl ause.
Cut back to Quinlan again.

QUI NLAN
| hate him
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Y' LAN
All is calm Jennifer

Tal ora wal ks forward and hold up a uniformw th two pips on.
A full Lieutenant.

TALORA
The new CONN Officer was not a hard
decision in terns of skill. Thi s
crew nenber has talent and a natura
ability to control a ship. On the
other hand this crew nenber is one
of the nost troubl esone crew nmenbers
|'ve ever had the m sfortune of
dealing wth.

QUI NLAN
(sarcastically)
Quess that puts nme out of the running,
t hen.

TALORA
The new CONN O ficer of the USS
Enterprise NCG1701-Gis..

A | ong BEAT.

QUI NLAN
Wiy nust she continually taunt me?

EXT. SHUTTLEBAY

Cross's Captains Yacht is on final approach and glides into
its private nmooring in the Shuttle Bay.

I NT. CORRI DOR

Cross exits the shuttlebay and into the corridor where Tal ora
is waiting. She matches his pace as they head down the
corridor.

TALORA
Wl cone back, Captain. How was the
conf erence?

CROSS
Painfully 1 ong w nded. How s the
shi p?

TALORA

In al nost perfect condition, we've
been having a slight problemwth

t he EPS mani fol ds but besi des that
the ships ready to fly.
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CROSS
| presume you've found soneone to
fly it then?

TALORA
Yes.

CROSS

So... who is it?
Talora remains silent as they enter the turbolift.
| NT. BRI DGE

Cross wal ks out closely followed by Talora. W see the back
of the new CONN Oficer's head. It is a woman. Cross wal ks

up to her and swings the pilots chair around. QUI NLAN smiles
at him Cross quickly turns it back around again and | ooks

at Tal ora.

CRCSS
In ny ready room Now.

I NT. READY ROOM

The two wal k into the ready roomand Cross sits down at his
desk.

CROSS
What have you done?
TALORA
| pronoted Crewran Quinl an.
CRCSS
| can see that.
TALORA
Believe ne, Captain, she is an
exceptional pilot. I had my own doubts

over picking her but | believe I
made the right choice. Especially
after her actions over the past few
days.

CRCSS
| expect to see the report on ny
desk within the next hour.

TALORA
Aye, sir.

CROSS
This could take sone getting used
to.
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QUI NLAN' S COW VO CE
Captain to the Bridge.

Cross sighs and gives Talora a disgruntled | ook.
| NT. BRI DGE
Cross and Tal ora ENTER

DAJAR
W' re picking up a distress call
Sir.

CRGCSS
Wher e?

DAJAR

Two light years away. It's originating
frominside an asteroid field.

CROSS
Conn. Set a course, nmaxi mum warp,
engage.
QUI NLAN
Aye aye, Captain.
CROSS
Congrat ul ati ons, Lieutenant.
QUI NLAN
Thank you, Sir.
(snugly)

I look forward to serving with you

56.

Cross SIGHS and | ooks again at Talora. He's going to have to

get used to this.
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise going to warp. Fromthis we...

END OF ACT FIVE

THE END

FADE QUT.
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