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RENAI SSANCE: " Dance" - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

EXT. COVE -- DAY

We get an aerial view of a beautiful cove, nestled in between
several low hills. A thin band of sand separates water from
t he woods that snake in between hills. Overhead, a few gull -
like birds circle around the cove and one dives towards the
water to catch a fish

By the shore, five figures MATERIALIZE. Al carry tricorders
and phasers and sport Starfleet unifornms. Leading the team
is DOJAR, along with QU NLAN. They take a nmoment to drink

in their surroundings before unfolding tricorders.

DAJAR
Tal k about a beautiful planet.

QUI NLAN
It remnds ne of ny vacation on Risa
(studies tricorder)
W' re looking at animate |life signs
in the water and t he woods.

DQJAR
Conpl ex?

QUI NLAN
And diverse. It |ooks |ike the
equi val ent of fish, anphibians,
avi ans, plus sone other types that
don’t equate to Federation species.

DQJ AR
It seens a shane to colonize it,
we' || be disrupting an entire
ecosystem

QUI NLAN

And the planet won't just be a nane
to the gal axy anynore. People w |
be able to cone here and marvel at
what we’ ve found.

Doj ar NODS i n sem -accept ance.

DAJAR
" mreading some level terrain beyond
t hese woods. Wy don’t you and Ensign
W son check out those woods, while
we go around the hills. W' Il neet
you on the other side of the woods.
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QUI NLAN
Al right, and 1'll bet that we'll
get there first.

DQJAR
Care to make it interesting?

EXT. WOCODS -- DAY

Qui nl an and ENSI GN W LSON make their way through the |ush
vegetation, and stop by a small brook.

W LSON
The water’s got plenty of inpurities,
sir. Organic material, iron, and
manganese, nostly. It’s froma pond
about a mle north of here, probably
fed froman underground stream

QUI NLAN
Those inpurities -— can they be
filtered?

W LSON

Yes, with the proper equipnent.

QUI NLAN
Good. Let’'s nobve on.

They continue through the woods.
EXT. WOODS -- LATER
Quinlan and Wl son continue along through the trees.

W LSON
The cellul ar structure of sone of
these trees is odd. | don’t know
whether to call it plant or fungus.

He hands his tricorder to Quinlan, who studies the readout.

QUI NLAN

Whatever it is, it nmust grow at a
phenomenal rate.

(pointing to an

especially I arge

tree)
That one over there is only thirty
years ol d.

She hands the tricorder back to WI son.
EXT. HLL -- DAY

DOJAR and two crewren stand atop a rocky hillock. Sparse
grass and a few odd trees are the only signs of life.
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Doj ar exami nes a boulder with his tricorder.

DAJAR
Thi s rock contains dozens of different
mnerals. Iron, copper, gold. It’'s
like a mniature m ne.

CREWVAN
The rock below this hill appears to
be of the sane makeup.

DAJAR
I think we'll have to call it

Doj ari um
EXT. FIELD -- DAY

Doj ar’ s conpany find thenselves on a relatively level field,
covered with tall grasses. |It’s about a dozen acres in size
and is surrounded by low hills and woods. As Dojar squints
in the sunlight, two figures can be seen approaching from
the woods. It’s Quinlan and WI son.

DQJ AR
You owe ne a steak dinner, Lieutenant.

QUI NLAN

(grins)
| suppose | do.

W LSON
This soil appears ideal for farmng.

DQJAR
Are there any nearby water sources?

QUI NLAN
There’s a pond a mle north of here.
It could probably be used for
irrigation, too.

DQJ AR
What about those trees?

QUI NLAN
They're simlar to a fungus, because
they grow very quickly. But it’s
made of a pretty hard wood-1i ke
materi al, nonetheless. Geat for
bui | di ng.

DQJAR
Speaki ng of construction, the rocks
in the area are rich in mnerals.



RENAI SSANCE: "Dance" - TEASER 4.

They continue their conversation, all though we can’t here
the words anynore as we nove away.

CUT TO

EXT. COAST -- DAY

A simlar coastline, although not surrounded by hills. On

t he beach six figures MATERI ALIZE in an alien transporter
beam They are ROMULANS. As the new arrivals begin to nove
about, we...

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The ENTERPRISE is in orbit of a blue-green planet simlar to
Earth. Also present is a ROMULAN WARBI RD of previously unseen
desi gn, the YEREVIS.

CRGCSS (V. 0)
Captain’s Log, Stardate 78639.5.
The | ast portion of the Ronul an
Neutral Zone has been opened up for
expl oration and col oni zati on pur poses.
The Enterprise is surveying possible
candi dates for Federation col onies.
Al t hough what we’d found so far has
been far fromoutstanding, | believed
our luck may have changed with
Sangeattan Three. Unfortunately, we
aren’t the only ones with our eyes
on this planet.

I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM

CRCSS, TALORA, and Dojar all stand around a conputer panel,
| ooki ng at various readouts and maps.

TALORA
Qur scans fromorbit showed that the
pl anet is geologically stable and
the climate is noderate overall
Coastal areas |ike the one Lieutenant
Doj ar scanned woul d probably
experience light rainfall through
nost of the year but nothing nore.

CRGSS
Good. Lieutenant?

DAJAR
The land is ideal for farmng. The
soil is fertile and rich in about

everything, sir. And there's plenty
of healthy vegetation and wildlife.

CRGCSS
Wat er sources?

DOJAR
A few decontam nation units woul d
remove all inpurities.

CRGCSS

It sounds like this planet rivals
Earth and Baj or.
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DAJAR
|I’d say so, sir.

TALORA
Per haps, instead of a farm ng
conmmuni ty, we should consider a resort
hot el ?

DAJAR
["d visit that.

CROSS
It looks like all we have to worry
about is getting the deed to the

property.

DQJ AR
| doubt the Romul ans would want to
give this up.

Cross’s COMMBADGE chirps, and Cross taps it.

CRCSS
Cross here.

QZRAN' S COW VA CE
Captai n, Commander Korilimis ready
to beam over

CROSS
Al right. Have himescorted to the
Briefing Room

OQZRAN S COM VO CE
Yes, sir. Transporter room out.

TALORA
Li eutenant, you were saying that the
Romul ans |i kely want this planet as
badly as we do. You're conpletely
right — the Ronul ans knew that this
regi on contained many C ass-M worl ds.

CRGCSS
Do you know much about this Commander
Korilinf

TALORA
He's a respected captain, | can tel

you that. When the Senate wanted to
pass | aws opening up trade routes
with the Klingons, Commander Korilim
was abl e to convince them ot herw se.
He’ s as nmuch politician as soldier.
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CRGCSS
Coul d he stand up to Anbassador
Tal ora?

TALORA

" Anbassador " ?

CRCSS
" mgoing to need your help. You
know Ronul an tactics better than |
do.

The doors part, and COVMANDER KORI LI M and an arned guard
enter. Cross dism sses the guard.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Conmander, it's good to finally neet

you. |’ve heard |lots of great things
about you.
KORI LI M
From Commander Tal ora? Ti mes change,
apparently.
TALORA
(to Cross)

Commander Korilimand | had sone
di sagreenents before. W served
t oget her.

KORI LI M
Not hi ng to worry about, Captain.
The Ronul ans are a highly civilized
peopl e.

CRCSS
| ndeed.
(beat)
| see that |eaves one introduction
left. Commander, this is nmy security
of ficer, Lieutenant Dojar.

KORI LI M
Ah, a Cardassi an

DAJAR
(guar ded)
am

KORI LI M
I meant no disrespect. | don't
believe |I’ve ever heard of a ship
wi th Humans, Ronul ans, and
Car dassi ans.

DAJAR
Ti mes change.
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CRGCSS
Now t hat we all know each ot her,
what did you have to discuss,
Conmander ?

KORI LI M
There are a few. ..
(beat)
...issues with the opening up of
this sector that need to be ironed
out .

As the four sit down at the table, we...

I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM -- LATER

Doj ar,
t abl e.

maki ng a presentation of sorts.
with various dots representing planets.
around the grid, clustered in sone places, spread out
A jagged line cuts through the mddle of the grid,

ot hers.

separating sone planets fromthe others.

KORI LI M
As you can see, thanks to the recent
di ssolution of the Neutral Zone, the
Feder ati on has gai ned consi derabl e
territories in the new sectors,
i ncluding the Sehrat, Misshof,
G enahara, and Borrischian sectors.
The Ronul an Enpire is happy to allow
the Federation to col onize these
pl anets. However, they can’'t get
all the territory out of this deal.
The |ine has to be drawn somewhere.

TALORA
(i ndicating on diagram
The plan the Federation has |aid out
w il work perfectly. The Ronul ans
w || get several choice areas --
nebul ae avail able for m ning, and
several trade routes.

KORI LI M

(agitated)
As |’ve been telling you, that’s not
acceptable. Many of the planets
that lie on the Federation side of
t he boundary were inportant Romul an
menber worl ds before the Neutra
Zone was even creat ed.

FADE TO

Tal ora and Cross are now seated at the conference
Korilim stands by the TACTI CAL DI SPLAY on the wall,

On the display is a grid,

They are scattered

in
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CRCSS
That was two centuries ago. And
t hrough the Federation’s plan, the
Rormul ans actually gain nore territory.

KORI LI M
(getting angrier)
Territory is worthless if there’'s
nothing init. As we’ ve established,
t hese worlds are barren, desolate
pl anets. Only three O ass-M pl anets
in the whol e sector.

DQJ AR
Desol ate? You've said that tine and
time again, but they're far from..

KORI LI M
(interrupting)
And tine and tinme again, you haven't
l'i stened.

CRCSS
(annoyed)
I think we need to call it a day.
W haven't gotten anywhere in the
past hour.

KORI LI M

(grunmpy)
| concur.

TALORA

"1l escort you to the transporter
room Conmander .

CUT TO
I NT. CORRI DOR

Korilimand Talora stride down the corridor.

KORI LI M
You nmake an excel l ent dipl omat,
Conmander .

TALORA

| was planning to teach debate at

the Senatorial College. That’'s when

t hey noved ne to your departnent.
KORI LI M

It’s odd to see you arguing for

Starfleet now Did you expect to be

on the other side of the table?
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TALORA
O course. Starfleet officers are
consi dered to be inportant diplomats,
especi al ly conmand- | evel officers.
And Ronmul ans will always clash with
t he Federati on.

KORI LI M
You argue for them yet you are one
of us.
(beat)
I ntriguing.
TALORA

| don’t think so.

KORI LI M
Most Ronul ans expected that your
i deas woul d clash with those of
Starfleet’s. You even said that
your sel f.

TALORA
And | was partially right. There
have been conflicts. M point of
viewis often different fromthe
Captain’s. But we resolve them

KORI LI M
Is there a conflict here?

TALORA
(1 ongi ng beat)
| don't like the way this conversation
I S goi ng.

KORI LI M
I should not have asked.

They cone to the transporter room doors.
I NT. TRANSPORTER ROOM - - CONTI NUQUS
NARV OZRAN mans the consol e; Talora and Korilimenter

KORI LI M
Tell me... do you have lunch plans
for tonorrow?

TALORA
It appears | mght.

KORI LI M
Cone by ny ship. It’s been a while
since you’ ve had real Romul an food.



RENAI SSANCE: " Dance" - ACT ONE 11.

TALORA
I"Il be there.

Korilimsteps up the transporter pad and Tal ora nods to Qzran.
Korilimdisappears in a fizzle of energy.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE
The two ships, Federation and Rorulan, in orbit of the planet.
I NT. ENG NEERI NG
GREY and KINNAN stand at a consol e, exam ning the readouts.

GREY
Try recalibrating the power
converters.

Kinnan taps a few controls, and watches the response on one
of the screens.

KI NNAN
No good, Sir.

GREY
Check the output coils.

KI NNAN
(tappi ng nore controls)
They are out of alignment. One of
themis a little warped.

GREY
Cause?
Kl NNAN
| don't know, Sir
(beat)

Wait a mnute. ..
(taps controls)
That’ s a piece of Romul an technol ogy.

GREY

But the converter is Federation-issue.
Kl NNAN

They may have fallen out of sync.
GREY

Can we fix it?
Kl NNAN

Yes, but it will likely fall out of

sync again in a matter of weeks,
( MORE)
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KI NNAN ( CONT' D)
Sir. 1'd need to consult with the
peopl e who desi gned this thing.

GREY
It’s Romul an technol ogy, Lieutenant.
They' re already paying us a visit.
Why not ask a favor?

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

Same as before. A shot favoring the Ronul an warship orbiting
t he pl anet.

I NT. ROMULAN MESS HALL

A noderately-lit roomwith odd architecture with a little
nore green and grey than we're used to. Replicators line

one wall and tables cover the floor. At one table sit Talora
and Korilim They are eating sone sort of vegetable sal ad

di sh.

TALORA
You inplied that you had Romul an
food, yet this is replicated.

KORI LI M
Ah, but it’s a Ronulan replicator.
It makes so nuch of a difference.
And the ale is real

TALORA
I wasn’t conpl ai ning, actually.
Starfleet replicators produce food
wth a slightly different taste, one
that’ s not agreeable to ny pal ate.

KORI LI M
| believe that Starfleeters say, "To
err is human." From what |’ve heard,
it’'s true.

TALORA

Captain Cross has made errors in
judgment. So have ny subordi nates.
Starfleet |acks the direction of the
Romul an Enpire. But... they are
good officers.

KCORI LI M
By Starfl eet standards.

TALORA
(beat)
Yes.
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KORI LI M
They don’t follow orders as strictly,
do they?

TALORA
On occasion, Starfleet captains have
been known to di sobey commands. But
the results are sonetines good.

KORI LI M
Have you ever di sobeyed orders?

TALORA
No, Conmander, | have not.

KORI LI M
That’s good to know. | can tell
you're getting used to the Humans.
Just checking to see if you' re stil
a good officer

TALORA
|"mgetting used to thenf

KORI LI M
Your posture is slightly rel axed;
you spoke casually with Captain Cross
in the conference room and you
tolerated the same fromthe
Car dassi an

TALORA
Li eutenant Dojar is too eager
sonetines. He does fraternize a
little too nmuch, too.

KORI LI M
And Cross?

TALORA
If you want the details about the
crew, check with Ronulan intelligence.

KORI LI M
|"d prefer to hear it fromyou,
Commander .

TALORA
(sips the ale)
It’s been a while since |’ve had
Rormul an al e.

KORI LI M
It’s not too strong for you, is it?

TALORA
No, it’'s fine.

13.
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KORI LI M
I know that it's hard to conme by in
Federation territory, even after the
enmbargo was lifted. But we’'re not
in Federation territory.

TALORA
That renmains to be seen.

KORI LI M
You know as well as | do, this colony
rightfully belongs to the Ronul an
Enpire.

TALORA
Commander, with all due respect, is
t hat what you brought nme here to
di scuss?

KORI LI M
Tal ora, we’'re just two Ronul ans havi ng
unch. Can’t we discuss politics
l'i ke any Romul an woul d?

TALORA
W' re about to go back to the
conference roomto discuss politics.
If it goes the way it went yesterday,
we' |l likely be there for several
hours.

KORI LI M
(smles)
Wul d you expect anything el se?

TALORA

(beat, then she

remenbers somnet hi ng)
There is one thing, though. Cur
engi neers are having sone probl ens
with some of the technol ogy you | oaned
us. Do you think you could send an
engi neer or two over?

(beat)
W are still allies. It would earn
your government nmajor points at the
enbassy.

KORI LI M

I’mnot interested in points.

(beat)
But 1'Il send over a few nen.

( MORE)



RENAI SSANCE: "Dance" - ACT ONE 15.
KORI LI M ( CONT' D)
You' re a trustworthy person, Talora,
and | know you.
CUT TGO

EXT. SPACE
Sanme as before.
| NT. READY ROOM

Cross sits at his desk, and on his conputer screen in ADM RAL
DELFUNE. CQutside the wi ndow, we can see the planet.

DELFUNE
| hear that planet is a jewel,
Capt ai n.
CRGCSS
It is, Admral. 1t’s perfect for a
col ony.
DELFUNE
Have you seen it yourself?
CRGCSS
Not yet. |1’ve seen only the pictures
and data | sent you.
DELFUNE
That planet is worth having.
CRGCSS
That’ s what the Ronul ans think, too.
DELFUNE
Captain, it’s inportant that you get
this planet. It'Il be our only

foothold for this area. Once we're
t here, we can col oni ze nore.

CRCSS
Commander Talora is helping nme in
negoti ati ons. She knows Korilim
personal ly, and so far it’'s been a
bi g hel p.

Del fune | ooks surprised.

DELFUNE
Commander Talora is negotiating for
you?

CROSS
No, sir.

( MORE)
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CRCSS ( CONT' D)
She is nerely providing assistance
i n understandi ng and preparing for
t he Rormul an negotiation tactics.

DELFUNE
She's still negotiating agai nst her
own government. |'mconcerned there
may be a conflict of interest at
st ake.

CRCSS

(firm
Admral, as far as Commander Tal ora
is concerned, she is a Starfl eet
of ficer who is assisting her captain
in negotiations with a foreign power.
| believe that she has nade her
| oyal ties clear.

DELFUNE
You' d better be right about that,
Cross. The Federation cannot afford
to come out the loser in this deal
W need Sangeattan. Mst everything
el se can go. Reab, Jolean, the
others... they're not inportant.
You' re authorized to take any
reasonabl e action in order to get

it.
(beat, hard)
Don't fail us in this, Captain.

There is a long pause in the conversation. Cross glances
out the w ndow.

CRGCSS
Yes, Sir.

DELFUNE
["1'l keep in touch. Delfune out.

The conm channel closes. Cross SIGHS, as the inplications
of Delfune's words begin to dawn on him we...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWOD
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE
The two ships in orbit of the planet.
I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM
Cross, Talora, Dojar, and Korilimare at the conference table.
Again, Korilimis referring to the charts on the wall screen.
Several new |ines have been added.
KORI LI M
As you can see, the Sangeattan System

bel onged to the Romnul an Enpire before
the Neutral Zone was created.

CRCSS
The Federation doesn't recognize
t hat .

KORI LI M

The sector was controlled by another
group of Ronulans. They eventually

di spersed, many of themreturning to
t he Ronul an Enpire.

CRCSS
But at the tine, they didn't bel ong
to the Enpire. The Federation
recogni zed them as a sovereign nation.
Your claimis no good.

KORI LI M
Whet her your governnment recogni zed
the Romulan claimis irrelevant. It

was Ronul an territory.

TALORA
It won’t do any good to debate
previous ownership. W are getting
nowher e.

KORI LI M
We woul d be getting somewhere if it
weren't for Captain Cross’s petty
politics.

Cross fumes, but Dojar shifts unconfortably in his chair.
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TALORA
Let’s try to keep this civil

FADE TO
I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM -- LATER

Sane as before, except Korilimis sitting and Dojar is at
the wall screen

DQJAR
In the past few nonths, the Romul an
Neutral Zone has been gradually
di ssol ved. The Romul an Enpire has
gai ned various star systens, including
Mer sooka, Vorilius, and Jahreena.

KORI LI M
The Federation has gotten the same
nunber of territories!

DAJAR
The Federation’s planets are desol ate
worlds with few mneral deposits and
no water. Mersooka and Vorilius are
both full of life and Jahreena has
the richest deposits of deutonium
this side of Tzenketh.

KORI LI M
That's irrelevant. Those worl ds
rightfully belong to the Romul ans.

CROSS
My governnent has put up with a |ot.
W' ve gotten the short end of the
deal each tinme before. 1’msick of
it, nmy superiors are sick of it. As
you said, Conmander, the line has to
be drawn sonewhere.

KORI LI M
~(angry) _ _
I will not et the Federation dictate
bor ders.
CRCSS

(1 ongi ng beat)
Commander Tal ora, Lieutenant, excuse
us.

TALCRA
Capt ai n?

CRCSS
I need to talk to Commander Korilim
al one.
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TALCRA
Yes, Captain.

Tal ora and Dojar EXIT.

KORI LI M
You aren’t going to shoot ne are
you?
(beat)
Because you know I'mright.

CRCSS
I’mnot a nurderer, unfortunately.
But I want to nake one thing clear
to you: you aren’t in charge.

KORI LI M
| don't presune to be. I|I'mnerely..
CRCSS
(angry) o
You know what this is about. It’s

not about this sector. Neither one
of us gives a damm about this sector
or this area or lines on a screen.
It’s about that planet down there
and who gets it. This isn't
political, it’s personal and you
know it just as nuch as | do.

KORI LI M
(cooly)
W got along so well before.

CRGCSS
That’' s because we were willing to
bend in the interest of diplomatic
relations. W’ re not bending any
further.
(beat)
This planet is ours.

KORI LI M
| do not recogni ze any of these
politics...

CROSS
What you see right nowisn't politics.
It’s determ nation

KORI LI M
W have determ nation. You have
m sdirected anger. | suggest you

pul I yourself together.
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Korilim stornms out.

CUT TO
| NT. READY ROOM

Cross paces the roomin front of Talora, explaining and
di splaying his particularly bad nood.

CRGCSS
| have never been so insulted by
anyone in ny lifel!

TALORA
| find that hard to believe, Sir.
CRCSS
Politics! A Romulan -- accusing ne
of politics!
TALORA

Wth all due respect, Sir, if you
said that in there, Commander Korilim
w |l be equally insulted.

CRGCSS
(beat)
| didnt. Thankfully. But | wanted
to.
(beat)
I"msorry. | didn’'t nean to offend
you. I'mjust alittle fed up with
his little Ronmulan superiority
conpl ex.
TALORA
You should be glad he has it. It
coul d be a weakness -- one you could
expl oit.

Cross | ooks back at Talora, intrigued.
CUT TO
EXT. SPACE
Sanme as before.
I NT. ENG NEERI NG

G ey, Kinnan, and ROMJULAN ENG NEER HORVAHN ar e standi ng at
t he sane console. Y LAN hovers nearby.

HORVAHN
Qur ships use different styles of
power systems. Qur converter runs
on an el ectron coefficient.
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GREY
(i ntrigued)
I nteresting..
HORVAHN

21.

Since the coils are built to take
advant age of the side effects of our
nmet hod, | can show you how to produce

themartificially.

Y' LAN

Fascinating... while your superiors
do not cooperate, you engineers

exchange information freely.

What

is it you call that? Professiona

courtesy?

GREY

Cooperation in the nane of science.

Y' LAN

By readi ng your historical |ogs, |
can tell this is a relatively new

concept .

HORVAHN
| amreluctant to do this.

Provi di ng

you with information puts us at a

tactical disadvantage.

Y' LAN
I ntriguing!
GREY
W appreciate it. | can assure you

Captain Cross doesn’t want to attack

you or divul ge your secrets.

HORVAHN
W'l |l see about that.

EXT. SPACE
Sane as before.

I NT. MESS HALL

CUT TO

At a few tables, various Starfleet crewren are eating a snack

or a drink, but nost tables are enpty.
w ndow sit Talora and Korilim

TALORA

At one table by the

| have to thank you for |ending us

your engi neer.
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KORI LI M
I[t’s no problem | can trust you.

TALORA
You can trust Captain Cross and
Li eutenant G ey as well.

KORI LI M
You m ght think so.
(haught y)
I, on the other hand, do not.

TALORA
Wiy? The Romul an Enpire is inportant
to the Federation

KORI LI M
It’s not as inportant, though, if
you believe in your superiority.

TALORA
The Federation does not believe in
its superiority. Therefore, it is
trustworthy.

KORI LI M
It’s wise of themnot to be
overconfi dent.
(beat)
You know, ny first officer didn't
want to send M. Horvahn over.
di sm ssed his objections.

TALORA
That’ s surpri sing.

KORI LI M
He doesn’t trust you. He believes
you’ ve becone a Starfleet officer.

TALORA
Has he been nonitoring ny posture as
wel | ?

KORI LI M

You m ght say a | ot of people have.

(beat)
You're a promnent figure in the
Romulan mlitary. You re a Ronulan
officer — in a commuand position on
the flagship of the Federation.
Some people are worried that you may
be... forgetting that you represent
Romul an interests.

22.
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TALORA
When do | not represent Romul an
interests?
KORI LI M

A BEAT

In that conference room You argued
for Cross |Iike a human woul d.

TALORA
(beat)
And if | agree with Captain Cross?

KORI LI M
Exactly ny point. You re not being
a Romul an.

TALORA
And that’s what people want, isn't
it? For me to be a Ronulan, but on
a Federation ship?

KORI LI M
(beat)
Yes.

TALORA
That’ s an oxynmoron. Captain Cross
expects nme to nmake deci sions that
are noral and ethical. Needless to
say, that’s not sonething they taught
in Romul an school s.

as Korilimstudies Talora' s face.

KORI LI M
Just renmenber that you're a high-
profile figure. Al of Romulus is
wat chi ng you

Ccur

EXT. SPACE

Sane as before.

I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM

Cr 0ss,

Tal ora, and Dojar are again sitting at the table,

while Korilimstands by the nonitor. A MAP of the sector
di spl ayed on the screen, with a Iine running through the

m ddl e.

There is nmore BLUE shading (indicating Federation

territory) than GREEN (indicating Ronulan territory).

KORI LI M
The Enpire is prepared to offer a
conprom se on the current issue.

( MORE)

23.
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KORI LI M ( CONT' D)
W are willing to concede the Reab,
Jol ean, and Ridian systens to the
Federation in exchange for
Sangeattan Il1l1. As clearly displayed
on this map, the Federation wll
receive nore territory through this
exchange.

Cross | ooks annoyed by Korilims presentation.

CRGCSS
That's hardly what 1'd call a fair
deal , Commander. Those systens are
practically devoid of resources.
The territory itself is worthless if
there's nothing init.

KORI LI M
Wrthl ess? A Federation starbase in
t he Jol ean System woul d be a strategic
asset to Starfleet's forces al ong
t he Rormul an border!

CROSS
Only if you're planning for a war.
And we're not.

Cross STANDS UP, warming up for a tirade.

CROSS ( CONT' D)

And take a look at grid &4 -- You'd
still control the vast majority of
t he Kebsc Cluster. W' ve only made
| ong-range scans of that region so
far, but we detected a nunber of
protostar systens in that area.
Undoubt edly with sone useful resources
in there.

(beat)
That's hardly what 1'd call a fair
deal .

KORI LI M
Captain, | don't believe...

CROSS

(i nterrupts)
' m not done yet. The Ronulan Enpire
has taken nore than its fair share
of territory and resources so far
W stood by while you took Mersooka,
Vorilius, and Jahreena, not to nention
Tanf or and Raches. We're not going
to stand still any nore.
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KORI LI M
Captain, | suggest that you be
reasonabl e. Sangeattan |11 bel ongs

to us. Take what benefits you can
fromthis exchange.

CRCSS
It belongs to you? By your |ogic,
hal f of the gal axy should belong to
t he Ronul an Enpire, then!

KORI LI M
(cooly)
That is unfortunately not the case
at this tine. However, we have
presented our offer.

Korilim STANDS UP
KORI LI M ( CONT' D)
| suggest that you seriously consider
our offer. It's the best that you're
going to get.

Korilimstarts to | eave, but stops when Cross starts to speak.

CRGCSS
(firm
I don't have to "seriously consider”
your offer. I'Il decline it outright.
Sangeattan |11 belongs to the

Federation, and we're going to have
it.

Korili m PAUSES, and Tal ora | ooks unconfortabl e.

KORI LI M
(hard)
That claimis not going to hold,
Captain. You should have taken the
deal. Believe ne, you'll come to
regret this decision.

KorilimEXITS, and Dojar silently follow him glancing at
the Captain as he | eaves. Wen the doors close, Cross lets
out a long SIGH |ooking extrenely frustrated.

CRCSS
| don't believe this guy...

TALORA
Wth all due respect, Captain, it
was a mstake to decline his offer.
CRGCSS

( MORE)

How so?
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
You know his offer was hardly fair.
He was insulting us to even bring it
to the table!

TALORA
Agreed. However, by denying his
proposal outright and standing firm
you have given himthe opportunity
to harden his position as well. He
will be less likely to nmake
concessi ons, or even to continue the
negoti ati ons, now.

CRCSS
It'll work out. Their position is
tenuous. Qut here, without inmediate
support, they can't nake a claim
stick on their own.

TALORA
Perhaps. But then, we are in the
same position, sir. | would

anticipate that Conmmander Korilim
make a nove soon, to force the issue.

CRGCSS
Force the issue? Conmander, we may
be in heated negotiations here, but
we' re not anywhere near declaring
war. W can settle this
di plomatically -- with a victory for
the Federation. Korilimwon't have
any ot her choi ce.

As Tal ora absorbs this comment. ..
CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

A shot of the two ships in orbit. As they pass, we PAN AROCUND
to zoomin on the planet itself...

EXT. COAST -- DAY

... And see the coastline which was surveyed by the Romul ans
in the teaser. Again, we see a group of Ronul ans BEAM DOMN.
But then, we see ANOTHER group beam down. And then, another
transporter beam-- but this one deposits a LARGE CONTAI NER
Anot her transporter beam and another...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise and the Yerevis continue in orbit as before.

I NT. BRI DGE

SUKOTHAI, Dojar, and Quinlan are at their stations, with
ot her supernuneraries at various positions.

At Ops, Sukothai's panel starts maki ng beepi ng noi ses.

SUKOTHAI
(reacting)
That's odd. ..
QUI NLAN
What's up?
SUKOTHAI

' m detecting increased energy
em ssions fromthe Ronul an ship.

DAJAR

Are they powering up weapons?
SUKOTHAI

No, it's not that... but | can't

| ocalize the source just yet.

Interested, Quinlan takes a | ook at Sukothai's console. She
wat ches for a mnute as Sukothai continues to scan.

QUI NLAN
Try narrowi ng the scan radius with a
t heta-band filter.
(of f Sukot hai's | ook)
They m ght be trying to bl ock our
sensors. .

Sukot hai does as Quinlan suggests. Wrks a little nore at
t he panel, before doing a doubl e-take...

SUKOTHAI
Um .. Lieutenant Dojar? You m ght
want to take a look at this...
Transferring to the main screen.

On the viewscreen, we see a graphic of the Romul an ship
nearby. Fromthe ship, we can see several BEAMS emanati ng
towards the surface of the planet.
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DAJAR
(concer ned)
Are those what |

SUKOTHAI
Yes, sir. Transporter
not just a few...
down a LOT of material.

As everyone REACTS..

I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM

beans.
t hey' re beam ng

28.

think they are?

And

CUT TO

Cross and Talora are standing at the nonitor on the wall

again. The display shows an aeria
bel ow, with severa

CRCSS
There's no doubt about

it...

phot ogr aph of the pl anet

| ocati ons of construction in the area.

they're

goi ng ahead with their col ony.

TALORA

It appears that Commander Korilimis
attenpting to force the issue.

CRCSS
Force the issue?
nore than that..

He's doing a | ot
he's preenptively

ending the entire negotiation process.

TALORA

Captain, with al

due respect, |

did

warn you that Korilimwould try
sonmething Iike this when you rejected

his | ast offer.

CRGCSS
Yes,

extrene course of action.

but this seens |ike a rather
.. He's

risking the entire peace here.

TALORA
On the contrary,

Capt ai n.

Commuander

Korilimbelieves that he's risking
very little by forcing the issue. |
amquite certain that he does not
believe that the Federation wl|
risk an armed conflict for this

pl anet .

CRGCSS

(def eat ed)

The trouble is,
( MORE)

he's right.
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
W want that planet... but fighting
for it isn't an option. One planet
isn't worth a war with the Enpire.
(beat)
He's got us right where he wants us.

Tal ora consi ders.

TALORA
For the nonment, perhaps. It may
still be possible to force a

settlenent that is nore favorable
for the Federati on.

CROSS
How?
TALORA
| amnot certain. It is unlikely

that we can force Korilimto renove
hi s col ony qui ckly.

CRGCSS
And the nore tinme we give him the
nmore tinme he has to establish the
Romul an cl ai m

TALORA
It is afrustrating dil emm.

CRGCSS
(consi deri ng)
Perhaps if we were to present
anot her. ..

He is interrupted by a COW BEEP.

DQJAR S COW VA CE
Bridge to Cross. Sir, we're receiving
a transm ssion fromthe Yerevis.
It's Commander Korilim and he's
demandi ng to speak to you inmedi ately.

Cross nmakes a distasteful face.

CROSS
(reluctantly)
W' re on our way.
(to Tal ora)
| have a feeling this deal is about
to get worse...

Cross and Talora EXIT to the Bridge.

29.
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I NT. BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS

Cross takes his place in the center of the Bridge, but pauses
for a noment as Talora sits down. She gives hima questioning
LOCK, but Cross just gives her an neutral expression in
return.

TALORA
Aren't you going to answer the
Conmander, sir?

CRCSS
In a nonent. Korilimcan stand to
wait for ne, for once.

TALORA
Sir, with respect, that kind of
treatment will not likely help the
situation any.

Cross SIGIS. He knows she's right.

CRGCSS
Very well, put himon screen

Doj ar works his panel, and Korilim appears on the main
Vi ewscr een

KORI LI M
Captain Cross, | am..

CROSS

(interrupting)
Commander, it has come to our
attention that you have begun
construction of a Romul an col ony on
the surface. Wuld you care to
expl ain your actions and why you are
t hreat eni ng the negoti ati ons?

Korilim SMLES thinly.

KORI LI M
The negotiations are over, Captain
Cross. You yourself rejected any
further negotiation when you refused

our offer.
CRGCSS
(annoyed)
I was the one to break off the
negotiations? | rejected a specific

offer, not the entire negotiation
process!
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KORI LI M
(cooly)
You' re grasping at straws, Captain.
| think I nmade it clear that the
Enpire woul d not continue pointless
negotiations with an unreasoni ng
Federation partner. W nmade the
deci sion to take action on our own.

CRCSS
You have no right to place that
colony. The right to that planet
has not been deci ded yet.

KORI LI M
On the contrary, Captain. As of one
hour ago, when we | anded our first

brave col onists, Sangeattan IIl becane
part of the Romnul an Enpire.

(harshly)
The Enterprise is now in Romul an
territory, Captain. You wll |eave

this systemw thin four hours, or |
will be forced to defend our col ony
froman intruding vessel

Wth a quick gesture, Korilimends the comunication.
Cross and Talora REACT with frustrati on and concern.

CUT TO
I NT. READY ROOM

Talora is sitting at Cross's desk, but Cross hinmself is pacing
around the room agitated.

CRCSS
| can't believe that he's accusing
me of breaking off the negotiations!
If he'd present some reasonable offers
inthe first place, maybe we woul d
get somewhere.

TALORA
Captain, at this point it's not
productive to nake recrimnations.
W need a strategy.

CRCSS
Well, if you' ve got suggestions,
now s the tinmne.

Tal ora | ooks uncertain.
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TALORA
It is unlikely that we will be able
prevent a Ronul an presence on
Sangeattan at this point. Wth the
col ony al ready under construction,
the only way to renove the people
al ready present woul d be through
f orce.

CRGCSS
W can't go to war on this. Admra
Del fune told me that the Federation
needs this planet... but we don't
need it at the cost of a war with
t he Ronul ans.

TALORA
Perhaps we could attenpt to re-open
the negotiations. If we were to

bring Korilima sufficiently generous
offer, he may be willing to reconsider
t he possession of Sangeattan.

CRCSS
What about joint jurisdiction? |If
we can't convince himto cede the
pl anet to the Federation, maybe we

can still salvage sonmething from
this deal
TALORA
(hesitant)

| don't believe that woul d work,
Captain. At this point, Korilim
bel i eves that he has the upper hand.
He won't |ikely concede part of the
pl anet when he currently clains the
entire system

CRGCSS

(frustrated)
Vel |, what would you suggest, then?
W' ve got | ess than four hours before
Korilimis going to boot us out of
t he system al t oget her, and after
t hat our chances of gaining the planet
w || disappear entirely. Your help
has gotten us nowhere so far

Tal ora | ooks surprised at Cross's hostility, but Cross hinself
i mredi ately realizes what he's just said.

CROSS (CONT' D)
["msorry. | guess |I'mexactly cut
out for Romulan politics, aml1?
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TALORA
(smles)
If it helps any, |'ve had ny probl ens
wth Human politics...
(beat)
"1l return to the Ronmul an ship and
attenpt to reopen a dialogue with
Korilim He may be refusing to
negotiate with you further, but he
has will hopefully listen to nme, at
| east .
CRGCSS
Tell himwhatever it takes. Just
get himto reconsider.
TALORA
Should | offer himcontrol of Earth
t hen, Captain?
They both SMLE at the absurd suggesti on.
CRGCSS
You know what | mean, Conmander.
TALORA
O course, sir. | will report back
as soon as we have concl uded.
CRGCSS
Di sm ssed, Commander .
(beat)
And good | uck.
Talora EXITS. On Cross's troubl ed | ook, we...
CUT TGO
EXT. SPACE
A shot favoring the Romulan Warbird in orbit. As we zoom
in:
| NT. ROMULAN MESS HALL
Talora and Korilimare sitting at a table. This tine,
however, their attitudes are all business -- neither has any
nmeal in front of them
KORI LI M
What are you trying to pull, Talora?

W have the planet. This is over.

TALORA
Hardly. A solution needs to be
reached. ..
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KORI LI M
(raising his voice)
There is a solution! It's sitting
out right therel

TALCRA
A sol ution which the Federation does
not agree wth.

KORI LI M
And si nce when does the Federation's
opi nion matter, Tal ora?

TALORA
(coldly)
The Federation is one of the nost
power ful governnents in this quadrant.
It is hardly wise to stir its anger,
particularly when relations between
us are currently agreeable.

Korilimsizes her up, glancing up and down at her.

KORI LI M

(sarcastic)
Ch, I'msure the Federation wil|
| odge an indignant protest. |'m
cowering al ready.

(beat)
Just how badly do you think the
Federation really wants this planet,
Tal ora? How far do you think they'll
go? They may be aggravated, but
this planet isn't worth the risk to
them They'd have to go to war to
get it.

TALORA
Seizing this planet would have serious
repercussi ons for the Romul an-
Federation Alliance.

Korilimsmrks arrogantly. He |ooks |ike he |oves the sound
of his own voice right now.

KORI LI M
You should listen to yourself. To
what you're saying. "Serious

repercussi ons"? The Federation
won't be willing to break off this
Al'liance, Talora, not over one planet.
Ch, there will probably be posturing
for weeks, or nonths to cone, and
maybe sone pitiful attenpt at
di plomatic retaliation...

( MORE)
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KORI LI M ( CONT' D)

(beat)
But what does that really nmean, hmm?
We'll still be allies, when all is
said and done. Let the Federation
play the victimall it Iikes.

Tal ora seens unfazed by Korilinmls argunent.

TALORA
The repercussions would be far nore
real. A precedent wll have been

set. There will be nothing to stop

t he Federation from seizing other

di sputed planets in response.
Whenever the Enpire requires |everage
in the Alliance or even a degree of
trust, it will be harder to cone by.

KORI LI M
Trust? Trust??? | knew the
Federation was foolish, but it is
indeed a new low to trust us. W do
not need nor require their pathetic
trust. And let them have the other
pl anet s.

Korilimspits the word "Federation” as if it is a grievous
insult.

KORI LI M ( CONT' D)
They're not as useful or as inportant

as Sangeattan II1 when conbi ned, and
t he Federation knows it.
(beat)

"' m di sappointed in you, Talora.
When you requested this neeting, |
expected sone outlandish offer to
coax ne back into that conference
room or a desperate plea on Cross's
behal f. But this? You' ve becone
just as weak-willed as the Humans.

Talora glares at himicily.

TALORA
| amstill a Romul an.

KORI LI M
O course you are. But you have
forgotten what it neans to be Ronul an.
Not only that, but you've willingly
chosen to side with the Federation

35.
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TALORA
Perhaps | amnerely no | onger blinded
by a potentially m sguided belief of
sel f-i nmportance.

KORI LI M
| believe you just proved ny point
for me. A Romulan is always assu. ..

The lights in the roomsuddenly go DARK. The only light in
the roomis fromthe planet nearby and the nore distant star.
Korilimand Tal ora both REACT inmmedi ately.

KORI LI M ( CONT' D)
(hitting his
communi cat or)
Bridge, this is Korilim Status
report!

ROMULAN COW VA CE
W' re experiencing a nmassive power
drain, Conmmander. Engi neering
reports. ..

The entire ship LURCHES unexpectedly, throw ng both Korilim
and Talora off their feet.

I NT. ROMULAN ENG NE ROOM
W see a glinpse of the Romul an power core, its glow ng
conponents flickering in overall darkness. But the sight
lasts only for a second, as a nearby power conduit erupts in
a massive EXPLOSION. ..

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT _FOUR

FADE | N:

EXT: SPACE

The Ronulan ship is drifting, with a massive BREACH in the
hul I near the engine core. The lights and warp nacelles are
flickering, and as we watch, the nacelles go dim

I NT. BRI DGE

Cross is staring in horror at the scene unfolding on the
vi ewscreen. Dojar, Quinlan, and Sukothai are at their posts
as before.

SUKOTHAI
" mdetecting maj or danage to the
engi neering section. Massive power
|l oss. Engines are out, they're
drifting... Life support is holding,
but barely.

CROSS
Life signs?

SUKOTHAI
Hard to say. There's a |lot of
particle interference -- | can't
resol ve any specific life signatures
There's still some crew |left, though.

CROSS
Bridge to Transporter Room Has
Commander Talora returned fromthe
Yerevis yet?

QZRAN' S COW VA CE
No, sir. She's still on the Warbird.

Cross | ooks up, concerned.

CRCSS
Acknow edged. Try to get a |ock on
her, but wait for nmy word before
beam ng her back.
(to Dojar)
Can you contact Tal ora through her
conm badge?
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DQJAR
"Il see if | can break through the
interference.

CUT TO
I NT. ROMULAN CORRI DOR

It's a scene of chaos. Ronmulan engineers hurry along with
equi pnent, while other officers carry wounded crewates.
The entire ship continues to RUVMBLE with nuted instability,
and we hear an occasional CGROAN of stressed netal.

Tal ora and Korilimaquickly round a corner, with Korilim
speaki ng into his comuni cat or

KORI LI M
...And | don't care how many engi neers
you have to pull from sealing hul
breaches, | want that power drain
st opped i medi at el y!

He cl oses the channel .

KORI LI M ( CONT' D)
This is inmpossible. An Inperial
Rormul an Warbird does not sinply |ose
power and suffer a catastrophic
expl osion for no reason.

Tal ora sees where this is |eading.

TALORA
Commander, | highly...

KORI LI M
(interrupting)
Spare ne your excuses, Talora. |It's
obvi ous what's happened here. Do
you really..

He is interrupted by a BEEP from Tal ora's comm badge.

DOJAR S COW VA CE
Enterprise to Talora. Can you
respond, Conmander ?

We hear some STATIC t hrough the connecti on.

TALORA
Tal ora here, Enterprise. |I'mfine.

CRCSS S COW VA CE
It's good to hear your voice,
Conmander. Do the Ronul ans require
assi stance?
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KORI LI M
(breaking in)
Absol utely not! W' ve had nore than
enough "hel p" fromthe Federation,

Cr 0ss.
TALCRA
(al arnmed)
Conmmander . .
KORI LI M

Enough!  Return to your ship
i medi ately. You don't belong here
any nore.

Tal ora | ooks |ike she's about to argue the point, but she
t hinks better of it, and taps her conm badge.

TALORA
Enterprise, one to beam aboard.

Tal ora disappears in a fizzle of light. Once she is gone,
Korilim EXI TS.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise cruises in orbit, as the Warbird continues to
drift in the background, nost of its systens dark.

I NT. BRI DGE

Cross is sitting in his chair as Talora enters. Dojar,
Quinlan, and Sukothai are at their stations as before, and
Gey is at the Engineering station.

CRCSS
How bad is it over there?

TALORA

Very bad. There was an explosion in
one of the power transfer conduits
near the singularity core. Their
mai n power distribution systemis
down, and the ship is running on
enmergency reserves. They were | ucky
not to lose the entire ship in the

process.
DQJAR

Captain, the Yerevis is transmtting

a distress signal... but it's too

weak to make it very far.

CRGCSS
How f ar ?
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DAJAR
Only about half a light-year. Not
enough to reach any Romul an shi ps.

GREY
Unl ess there are cl oaked vessels in
the vicinity.

TALORA
Captain, we have a bigger problem
Korilimbelieves that this expl osion
was the result of sabotage.

CRCSS
I hope you're joking...

TALORA
This is a rather fortuitous
devel opnent for the Federation.
Korilim can no | onger make the Ronul an
claimto Sangeattan hold, w thout a
force to back it up. Wth the way
rel ati ons were deteriorating prior
to the explosion, this devel opnent

coul d be considered... convenient,
at best.

CRCSS
And at worst, he'll assune that we
attacked his ship in order to drive
t hem away.

DQJ AR

Captain, the Yerevis is attenpting
to increase the power of their
transm ssi on.

TALORA
If they manage to contact the border
patrol ...

CRGCSS
...We' |l have a hostile Ronmul an fl eet
br eat hi ng down our necks in no tine.

(beat)

Li eutenant Gey, | need a fast
anal ysis of the Ronulan ship's power
syst ens.

GREY

What do you want ne to | ook for?

CRCSS
Find out the cause of the expl osion.
And a way to prove that we didn't
cause the danage.

( MORE)
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
Talora, work with him You're
famliar with their technol ogy.

TALORA
Yes, sir.

CRCSS
Doj ar, keep scanning for any Ronul an
ships in the area, cloaked or
ot herw se.
(beat)
"Il see if |I can do some danage
control on the diplomatic front..

CUT TO

I NT. READY ROOM

Cross is seated at his desk, staring intently at the conputer

term na

in front of him

CRGCSS
Cone on, cone on..

After a nmoment, the conputer screen changes to show Korilim
Behind him we see the Ronul an bridge in shanbles.

KORI LI M
Captain, we are quite busy over here,
as |'msure you already know. \What
is it you want?

CRCSS
What | want is to offer our
assistance. |It's come to ny attention

t hat your people are operating under
t he assunption that we are the ones

who caused the explosion. | want to
assure you that that is not the case.

Korilim LAUGHS out | oud.

KORI LI M
You expect nme to believe that you're
totally innocent? That as soon as
we cl aimed Sangeattan for oursel ves,
you didn't attenpt to force us to
abandon our cl ai n®?

CRCSS
Conmander, | appreciate what the
situation | ooks |ike fromyour end.
But | assure you, we had nothing to
do with the expl osion.
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KORI LI M
Your assurances mean not hi ng, Captai n.
And your cowardly attack on us wl|
have grave consequences for the
Federati on.

The communication termnates. Cross is left staring at the
screen, and he lets out a SIGH of disgust.

CUT TO
I NT. BRI DGE

Talora and Grey are working at the Engineering station.
Gey is intently concentrating on the display screen in front
of him while Talora seens distracted.

GREY

There's no sign of a surge in the
power flow... So it's not a reactor
overl oad that caused the expl osion.

(beat)
Perhaps there was a flaw in the
support structure of the conduit...
Conmander, can you tell where the
secondary distribution node woul d be
al ong the conduit?

Tal ora renmmi ns silent.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Commander ?

Tal ora suddenly seens to becone aware of G ey again.

TALORA
Yes... the secondary distribution
node. | believe that woul d be..

approxi mately seventeen neters aft
of the core outflow assenbly.

GREY
Ckay. And the backup power relay?

TALORA
(beat)
mnot certain. | amonly partially
amliar with the specifications for
his class of Warbird.

I
f
t
Gey frowns in frustration.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
["msorry | can't be of much help.
It appears that | have lost nuch of
ny effectiveness...
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GREY
Conmander, you can't hold yourself
responsi bl e for the explosion. It

was an acci dent.

TALORA

Not that. The negotiations. The
Captain asked me to assist himin
preparing for the nmeeting with
Korilim but instead, we' ve been
out maneuvered at every turn. And
now, an ill-tinmed accident has ruined
t he negotiations entirely. The
Federation stands to lose a |ot from
this situation

(beat)
I"ve not only failed in ny duty to
Starfleet, but in the process |'ve
alienated fell ow Romul an officers as
wel | .

GREY
From ny experience, Conmander
Federati on val ues have al ways cl ashed
with Romul an val ues. You've
approached this situation fromthe
position of a Human Starfleet officer,
or a Vulcan officer. Considering
your background, | find that effort
| audabl e. But wouldn't it be nore
appropriate to use Ronul an argunents
in this situation?

TALORA
Per haps, but Starfleet and Romul an
nmet hods are fundamental |y
i nconpati ble. Many Ronul an tactics
woul d be consi dered unethical by
Starfleet officers.

GREY
Possi bly, but not if they' re used
agai nst. ..

Gey is interrupted by a COVW BEEP.

CRCSS' S COW VA CE
Cross to Talora. Wuld you join ne
in ny Ready Room please?

TALORA
On nmy way, Captain.
(beat)
Thank you for your advice, Lieutenant.
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I NT. READY ROOM

Cross is standing by the wi ndow when Tal ora ENTERS. As he
starts to speak, he remains facing towards the w ndow.

CRCSS
Conmander, how soon can you prepare
an Engi neering detail to be sent
down to the planet?

TALCRA
For what purpose?

CRCSS
For the construction of a smal
Feder ati on col ony.

Talora is floored by this statenent.

TALORA
Sir?

Cross finally turns to face Tal ora.

CRCSS

| know what you're going to say.
It's reckless, it's unwise, and it's
very likely going to piss the Romul ans
off even nore than they are now.

(beat)
But | amtired of being pushed around
by a Romul an officer who's convi nced
that the entire gal axy belongs to
the Enpire. An opportunity has
presented itself -- | want to take
advantage of it.

TALORA
Captain, |landing a col ony on
Sangeattan now will only serve to
justify Korilims suspicions that we
attacked him

CRCSS
Unl ess we can prove that the explosion
wasn't our fault. | have every

confidence in Lieutenant Gey's
investigative talents. Besides, we
have the truth on our side.

TALORA
Be that as it may, Captain, but if
the belief that the Enterprise
attacked a Ronul an Warbird spreads,
it would very likely end the
Feder ati on- Rormul an al | i ance.

44,
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Cross smles at Talora's words.

CRCSS
Korilimclainmed that the Federation
wasn't willing to risk a diplomatic
crisis over a single planet. He's

right.

(beat)
But 1'mbetting that the sanme applies
to the Romulans, as well. They want

to avoid a conflict just as nuch as
we do. They've pushed us far enough.
It's time we pushed back sone.

Tal or a NODS

TALORA
Under st ood, sir.
(beat)
If I may say so, it's a very..
Romul an tactic you're trying.

CRCSS

(smles)
| learn fromthe best, Conmmander.

EXT. SPACE

45.

CUT TO

As before: the Enterprise cruises in orbit, and the Romul an

ship continues to drift, unpowered.
I NT. BRI DGE

The Bridge is staffed nostly by supernuneraries,

and is

noti ceably dimrer than usual -- this is the night shift.
Gey is at the Engineering station, still working intently
at his nonitor. Sukothai is at Ops, and Ensign SCHNEI DER is

at Tactical. Cross ENTERS fromthe Ready Room

CROSS
Status report, Lieutenant?

SUKOTHAI
Commander Talora i s overseeing the
construction project fromM ssion
Ops, sir. She reports that the away
t eam has conpl eted the power
distribution facility and are in the
process of setting up the first
habi t ats.

CRGCSS
Good. M. Gey, have you made any
progr ess?
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GREY
Sone, sir. |'ve managed to trace
the explosion to their primary power
converter. However, | can't establish

a cause yet, or prove that it wasn't
Starfleet interference.

Sukot hai ' s consol e BEEPS, and she reacts with concern.

SUKOTHAI
Captain, the Ronulan ship is receiving
a transm ssion.

CROSS
I thought there weren't any Romul an
ships in range.

SUKOTHAI

' mnot detecting anything. 1"l
try to trace the signal...

A BEAT as Sukot hai stares at her panel.

SUKOTHAI ( CONT' D)
Sir? You' d better look at this...

On the viewscreen, a sensor inmage appears. A schematic of
enpty space, save for three flickering dots.

CROSS
Magni fy.

As the picture zoons in, we see the shapes of THREE ROMULAN
WARBI RDS, | ooking ready for business.

On Cross's dismayed | ook, we...
FADE OUT
END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE

FADE | N:

| NT. BRI DGE

Conti nuous action from Act Four.

CRCSS
Put all decks on Yellow Alert,
Sukot hai

Cross hits his comm badge.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Cross to all senior officers, report
to the Bridge at once.
(beat, to Schneider)
Ensign, | want a tactical analysis
of those shi ps.

As he's speaking, he hurries across the Bridge towards the
Engi neering station.

CRCOSS ( CONT' D)
G ey, | need sone answers, and |
need t hem qui ckly.

GREY
Sir, I"'mworking as fast as | can.
But | just don't know enough about
Romul an technol ogy to trace the cause
of the expl osion.

CROSS
Then focus on what you do know.
Because if we don't have an
expl anation for that explosion, our
alliance is about to blow up in our
faces.

G ey |l ooks strained, as if he's about to argue further.

GREY
Yes, sir.

Cross turns to Ensign Schneider, at Tactical.

CRCSS
Ensi gn, what about that tactical
anal ysi s?

SCHNEI DER
They're still cloaked, sir, but our

sensors have partially penetrated
the distortions.
( MORE)

47.
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SCHNEI DER ( CONT' D)
er matches their configuration
he D vorx-cl ass Warbirds.

Conmput
h t

s a relatively new design, but
y're not as powerful as the
erprise. ETA .. thirty mnutes.

At the rear of the Bridge, Talora and Dojar ENTER  Doj ar
repl aces Schneider at Tactical, and Talora joins Cross.

CRCSS
It seens that Korilimmanaged to get
sonme hel p, Commander. W' ve got
three Warbirds on an intercept vector.

Tal ora FROMNS at the viewscreen, which still shows the
approachi ng shi ps.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
The question is, is this a threat
that Korilimintends to follow through
with?

TALORA
As far as Korilimis concerned, we've
already initiated the hostilities.
He's nmerely responding to our attack.
(beat)

Fi ghting now woul d only neke us appear
nore guilty than ever, and retreat
woul d effectively concede the planet.

CRCSS

(gluny) o
And if we retreat, the whol e incident

will turn into an enbarrassnent for
t he Federation anyway.

Cross sits down in his chair.

CROSS (CONT' D)
M. Dojar, hail the Yerevis again.
(to Tal ora)
Let's hope that reason prevails...

Dojar works at his console for a nonent, before getting a
negati ve BEEP

DQJAR
Sir, they're refusing our hail

Cross grinmaces.

CRCSS
Open a channel anyway.
( MORE)

48.
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CRCSS ( CONT' D)

(of f Dojar's nod)
Commander Korilim this is Captain
Cross. Pl ease respond.

(beat, no response)
We are currently tracking the approach
of three Warbirds, but their
intentions are unknown. W don't
want a fight, but we are prepared to
defend ourselves if necessary.

(beat, frustrated)
Conme on, Conmander. .

I NT. ROMULAN BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS

Commander Korilimis standing in the center, inpassively
listening to Cross's speech, with his FIRST OFFI CER st andi ng
next to him Around them supernuneraries continue to
struggle with failing systens.

CROSS' S COW VA CE
(conti nui ng)
Don't throw away the alliance over a
m sunder standi ng. The Enterprise
did not attack your ship. Are you
wlling to risk an interstellar
conflict over a paranoid assunption?

Korilims eyes FLASH wi th anger.

CROSS' S COW VO CE ( CONT' D)
The Federation and the Enpire have
spent twenty-five years working to
overconme centuries of hostility.
The Federation values its alliance
with the Romul ans very highly. You
claimed that we wouldn't risk a war
by fighting openly for this planet.
Wuldn't it follow that we woul dn't
fight covertly either?

I NT. BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS
As before.
CRCSS
(al nost pl eadi ng)
Pl ease respond.
Silence. Cross |ooks at Tal ora, unhappy.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Cross out.

I NT. ROMULAN BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS

The Bridge crew is watching Korilim
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ROMULAN COWM OFFI CER
Do we respond, Conmander ?

KORI LI M
(sneers)
Har dl y.
(beat)
Tactical, what's the distance of the
task force?

ROMULAN TACTI CAL OFFI CER
Approxi mately 40 billion kil oneters.

KORI LI M

(grimy) R
Instruct themto conme in firing.

CUT TO
I NT. BRI DGE

The tension is thick on the Bridge. Al are watching the
vi ewscreen whi ch shows the approachi ng Ronul an shi ps.

DAJAR
The Romul an ships are at 800 mllion
kil oneters and cl osi ng.

CRCSS
(to Tal ora)
Has the away team been beamed up?

TALORA
Yes, sir.

A beat as Cross weighs the com ng deci sion.

CRGCSS
Li eut enant, power up the slipstream
drive.

GREY

Understood, sir. Slipstreamw || be
ready in ninety seconds.

Cross | ooks sadly at Tal ora.

CRCSS
It seens we've |ost this round..

CUT TO
I NT. ROMULAN BRI DGE

Korilimis sitting in the center chair, with a sonewhat eager
smle playing across his lips.



RENAI SSANCE: " Dance" - ACT Fl VE

ROVMULAN TACTI CAL OFFI CER
Commander, the Enterprise is powering
up its engines.

KORI LI M
They' re running away... how pathetic.

At the rear of the Bridge, Engineer Horvahn ENTERS with a
PADD in his hand, his expression grim He approaches the
ROMULAN FI RST OFFI CER

HORVAHN
(quietly)
Excuse me, Subcommander... 1've
conpl eted ny analysis of the power

syst ens.

He presents the PADDto the First Oficer, who hands it to

Korilim Horvahn waits at attention.

51.

Korilimreads the PADD with disinterest at first, but we see

his eyes FLARE, and he suddenly begins reading intently.

KORI LI M
This isn't possible.

HORVAHN
Sir, | doubl e-checked the figures
nysel f. The anal ysis of the explosion
i ndi cates that the power rupture was
the result of a m scalcul ation of
the singularity core's induction
frequency.

Korilim/looks furious.

KORI LI M
That's what they WANT us to believe!
Wiy do you think they began | andi ng
their own colony soon after we were
cri ppl ed?

FI RST OFFI CER
Conmander, they may have | anded their
own col ony, but that does not in
itself prove that they were
responsi bl e for the expl osion.
Furthernore, if we have proof that
it was an accident, a conflict would
not be beneficial to the Enpire...
and would in fact harmit greatly.

Korilim|looks at the PADD again, al nost desperately. W can

see his confidence evaporating. Finally, he |ooks up.
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KORI LI M
(curtly)
Instruct the task force to stand
down.

FI RST OFFI CER
Yes, Conmmander .

I NT. BRI DGE

As before.

GREY
Slipstreamw || be ready in ten
seconds.

QUI NLAN
Qur escape course is plotted and
ready, Captain.

CRGSS
Prepare to engage..

52.

CUT TO

Doj ar STARTS when he hears a sudden BEEPI NG from his consol e.

DAJAR
Captain, the Romulan ships are
sl ow ng.
(beat)

And the Yerevis is hailing us.

Cross SMLES in relief.

Korilim appears on the viewscreen.

resol ved.

CRCSS
Onscreen, Lieutenant.

KORI LI M

Captain, ny engi neers have inforned
me that the explosion was
apparently... the result of an
accident. | have ordered our ships
to stand down.

(beat, harder)
However, there still remains the
matter of the illegal colony which
you recently planted on Sangeattan.
You have infringed on the territory
of the Ronulan Enpire -- you wll
i mredi ately renove that settlenent
at once.

Cross briefly | ooks at Tal ora, al nost anused.

He | ooks unhappy,

but
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CRCSS
| don't think so, Conmander. As you
may recall, the issue of ownership
of Sangeattan was never actually
settled. Perhaps... you' d care to
reopen the negotiations?

KORI LI M
This system has been established as
part of the...

CROSS
(i nterrupts)
No, it hasn't.
(beat)
However, there may be a conprom se
to be worked out.

CUT TO
I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM
Korilim SLAMS his hand on the table.

KORI LI M
JO NT JURI SDI CT1 QN??7?

Cross sits at the head of the table, unnoved by Korilims
bel ligerence. Talora and Dojar are sitting next to him

CRCSS
Under the circunstances, |'d say
it's the only possible solution,
Commander .
KORI LI M
"The only possible...” That's absurd!
CROSS

It wasn't the only solution at first.
However, things have changed since
then. You won't renove your col ony,

we won't renove ours... therefore,
they're both going to remain where
t hey are.

KORI LI M

This planet was clearly clainmed as
Rormul an territory. You violated
that claimby planting your col ony!

TALORA
The Humans have an ol d adage,
Conmander: "Possession is nine-tenths
of the law." | think that perfectly
suns up the situation here.
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KORI LI M
(i ncredul ous)
Do you really expect that co-
possessi on of the planet could
possi bly succeed?

CRCSS
W'l have to find out. W nmay have
had our problenms in the past -- the

incident on Benzar is a prine exanple --
but I'mconfident that this wll

prove to be a beneficial solution

for both of our governnents.

KORI LI M
(dri pping sarcasm
Your confidence is so very reassuring.

CROSS
(ignoring the jibe)
I"'mglad to hear it. |If there's
not hi ng el se, then?
KORI LI M
No, there's nothing el se, Captain.
But rest assured... we will not be

forgetting what you have done here.

KorilimGETS UP, and with only a final GLARE, he EXITS, wth
Doj ar fol | ow ng.

As the door hisses shut, Cross lets out a |long SIGH
CUT TO
EXT. FIELD -- DAY

A wi de overhead shot of this new Federation colony. As yet,
it is only a small collection of prefabricated shelters and
one nmedium industrial-style building. Engineers can be
seen bustling around, continuing with the construction
efforts.

ANGLE ON CRCSS AND TALORA

As they wal k anong the burgeoning settlenent. Cross is
drinking in the surroundi ngs, both natural and nan-nade.

CROSS
It's as beautiful as the reports
sai d.
(beat)
Definitely worth the trouble

TALORA
| certainly hope so.
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Cross notices that Talora | ooks troubl ed.

CROSS
Sonet hi ng bot heri ng you, Conmander ?

Tal ora considers for a nonment before replying.

TALORA
I"mnot entirely certain that your
final solution will ultimtely prove
to be a beneficial one.

CRCSS
Tal ora, we just went through hel
just to get half of this planet.
How can it not be beneficial?

TALORA

I mean that the Federation only has
half of the planet. Ronulus has the
other half. As recent events have
denmonstrated, relations between the
two are hardly the nost stable,
despite the continuing alliance.

(beat)
I"mafraid that Federation and Ronul an
policies may continue to conflict.
Now, our governnments will be forced
to work nore closely. Further
di sagreenments are bound to devel op
over tinme -- Sangeattan nay becone a
flash point for a future conflict
bet ween us.

CRCSS
Well, | for one hold out some hope.
After all, you and | seemto be
turning out all right.

TALORA
(smles reluctantly)
W are, at that.

Cross's conm badge CHI RPS.

CRCSS
Cross here.

DOJAR S COW VA CE
Captain, the transport G and Canyon
is ready to beam down the first group
of colonists and suppli es.

CRGCSS
Under st ood, Lieutenant. Cross out.
(to Tal ora)
Vell, let's not keep them waiting.
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As Cross and Tal ora nove off, we zoomout to get another
| ook at the growing colony. Of in the distance, we can see

the SH MMER of the transporter, and groups of colonists begin
t o appear.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise is acconpanied by a Starfleet transport,
orbiting the blue-green orb.

PAN AROUND to see the Romul an Warbirds, acconpanied by a
transport of their own...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FIVE
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