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RENAI SSANCE: "When on Pakl ed..." - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

I NT. ROMULAN OFFI CE

The room seens to be stereotypically Romul an, painted grey
wth little in the way of Iighting. W can see a nal e Ronmul an,
TARMAK, seated at a desk. His fore head ridges seem

particul arly pronounced because of his receding hairline.

On the nonitor in front of him we can nake out a Gorn, GREKOR
who from the appearance of his hide seens to be quite aged.

TARVAK
(sounding slightly
desper at e)
What if we renoved our claimto the
Cadi an systenf®

G ekor chuckl es.

GREKOR

(i nmperiously, but

definitely enjoying

hi nsel f)
Whi | st the resources present in that
system woul d prove very useful to
the Gorn Kingdom it is not enough
to sway our deci sion.

Tarmak druns his fingers on his table, |ooking increasing
irritated and enbarrassed.

TARVAK
G ekor, | have told you how vita
this mssionis to the Enpire. The
very thought of the Pakl eds...

GREKOR
(interrupting, still
getting a kick out
of it)
I["msorry Senator, we wll not allow
you passage.

TARVAK

(with contenpt,

bordering on pl eadi ng,

and trying to show

nei t her enotion)
We could help you silence the G gek
Nation, we know they have been a
problem for the Kingdomthese | ast
few years.

G ekor LAUGHS
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GREKOR
(nmocki ngl y)
Your Intelligence is outdated. W
recently entered talks with the G gek.

TARMAK | ooks away fromthe screen, a snarl upon his features.
He is positively livid. He conposes hinself and | ooks back
at the screen, his face appears to be perfectly calm

TARVAK
(trying to keep a
gane face)

Very well Grekor. It seems we wll
have to accept your refusal for our
entry into your space.

G ekor allows a faint grin to fleet by his face.

GREKOR
I am glad you have realized we wl|
not change our m nds.

(wth contenpt)
Ch, and Senator? Don't be naive enough
to send a cl oaked ship into our
territory. |If you do, you won't
hear fromit again. If you can't
keep your cl oaking devices fromthem
what nmatch are you agai nst us? G ekor
out .

The comm link is broken. TARMAK slans his fist against his
desk, frustration clearly evident on his face. Sighing he
| eans back in his chair.

TARVAK
Conput er, open a channel to the
Praetor's office

ROMULAN COVPUTER
Channel open.

The face of the Praetor appears on the screen.

TARVAK
It appears, Praetor, that...
(beat)
...drastic neasures will have to be
taken in order to effect the
retrieval

PRAETOR
Do what you feel is necessary, Tarmak.
We need that cloak back.

TARVAK
Under st ood.
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PRAETOR
Be sure you do. Praetor out.

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

Stars streak past as the Enterprise travels at warp.

| NT. BRI DGE

Conmander TALORA is seated at the center of the Bridge,
readi ng through a PADD. Behind her, manning Tactical, we
can see a young female security officer, RIGBY. QU NLAN is
seated at the helm Wth a whoosh, the turbolift doors open,
and Captain CROSS steps out.

Rl GBY
(Shout i ng)
Captai n on Deck

CRCSS
As you were. Ensign Rigby, on this
ship, you don't have to do that every
tine you see ne. If you did | think
I'd be deaf by now.

Rl GBY
Understood Sir.

Smling at her, the Captain wal ks down towards the Command
Chair, where Talora has turned to face him

TALORA
Captain, it appears you are twenty
m nutes early for your shift.

CROSS
| couldn't sleep. What's that you're
readi ng?

TALORA
My report.

CROSS
Anything of interest?

TALORA
Apparently Petty O ficer Ekestamis
pregnant .

CROSS
Real | y? They only got married |ast
nmonth, |'msurprised they're rushing

into having children.
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TALORA
As am |, but then you humans seemto
rush everything. Aside fromthat
runor . .

QUI NLAN
(interrupting)
Just doing ny duty.

TALORA
(conti nui ng)
Aside fromthat runor nothing of
real interest has...

Rl GBY
(interrupting)
Captain, we have an incom ng hai
f rom Romul us

CROSS
It seenms you spoke too soon. On screen
Ensi gn.

TALORA

(under her breath)
Can | not get a word in edge ways
t oday?

The image on the view screen of stars streaking by is replaced
by the inmage of TARMAK sitting in his office.

TARMAK
G eetings, Captain Neil Cross of the
US. S Enterprise. | am Tarnmak of

t he Ronul an Senat e.

CRCSS
Senator, what we did on Sangeattan
Three was perfectly within our
jurisdiction...

TARVAK
No, no, we're not calling about that.
CRCSS
Vell, | assunme there's sone reason
for you to hail us, after all, it's
not everyday we hear fromthe Senate.
TARVAK
Yes, I'mafraid there is. Wil st

perform ng a routine patrol of the
Tallarn system one of our D deridex
cl ass vessel s was anbushed. It's

cl oaki ng devi ce has been stol en.
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TALORA
(concer ned)
Who were the aggressors?

TARMAK
( pai ned)
They were. ..
(beat)
Pakl eds.

Cross turns to face Rigby, naking a signal for her to nute
the talking on the bridge. She m sunderstands, and the screen
goes bl ank.

Rl GBY
Conmuni cation cut, sir.

CRCSS
(under his breath)
Cl ose enough.

Rl GBY
Thank you, sir. | aimto please.

Cross | GNORES Ri ghy's comment.

CRCSS
(1 ouder)
Pakl eds? How in the gal axy did Pakl eds
manage to outsmart a Ronul an
Commander ?

W can see Talora grimacing, not willing to fully believe
t hat her people would be so foolish.

TALORA
Per haps... they were working for
soneone el se who told themwhat to
do. O maybe they were disguised as
Pakl eds.

CRCSS
| can understand you wanting to
protect your people's pride but the
Senator said they were Pakled. |
guess Romul an Intelligence is over
rated. Rigby, get Tarnmak back

TARMAK reappears on the view screen, |ooking slightly annoyed
at being cut off.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
| apol ogi ze for that Senator...
(1 ooki ng at Ri ghy)
We had one or two technical problens.
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Rl GBY
| don't get it sir. My console is
wor ki ng fi ne.

Agai n, Cross | GNORES her.

TARVAK
Captain, the Gorn Kingdomrefuses us
access to their space. Your
government on the other hand, has
permtted us to borrow you and your
ship. And there is a route through
the Federation to the Pakled system
whi ch bypasses the Gorn entirely.

CRCSS
Then why don't you send a Ronul an
shi p through Federation space?

The | ook on Tarnmak's face once he realizes he overl ooked
sonething really, really obvious is priceless, but he covers
it up quickly.

TARVAK
(flustered)
That had, uh..
(enbarrassed)
...hot occurred to us, Captain. But
it's a bit late to think about that

now.
(beat)
How qui ckly can you reach the Pakl ed
systen?
CROSS
Conn?
QUI NLAN
At maxi mum war p. . .
(beat)
A week.
TARVAK

The Enterprise is equipped with
Quantum Sl i pstream capabilities, |
urge you to use them

CRCSS
What precisely do you want us to do
once we arrive there Senator?

Tarmak | ooks at Cross as if to say: "Wat are you, stupid?”
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TARVAK
(slowy, as if to a
chil d)
We want you to retrieve our cloaking
devi ce.
CRCSS

(slightly nockingly)
That you | ost to the Pakleds?

TARVAK
(getting annoyed)
No, Captain, | want the one that
fell into a black hole.

CRCSS
(deadpan)
Oh. Wi ch bl ack. .

TARVAK

(now real ly annoyed)
O course it's the one stolen by the
Pakl eds!

(beat)
Captain, |I'msending you al
information that is relevant to your
m ssion. Please proceed i nmedi ately.

CRCSS
W'l set off right away, Senator.
(slightly sarcastic)
And don't worry, we'll get your
cl oaki ng devi ce back.

TARVAK
(irritated)
Tar mak out .
CRCSS

What ever happened to Ronul an
superiority?

TALORA
It is alive and well and |iving on
Romul us.

CRGCSS
Li eutenant Quinlan, set a course for
Pakl ed.

QUI NLAN

Cour se set, sir.
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CRCSS
Power up the SlipstreamDrive.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise drops out of Slipstream slowy drifting
towards a distant planet.

CRGCSS (V. 0)
Captain's Log, Stardate 78662. 6.
After a request nade by the Romul an
Senate, the Enterprise has proceeded
to the Pakled System in the hopes
that we can find the m ssing cloaking

devi ce.
| NT. BRI DGE
Cross sits in the center chair, listening to DQJAR deliver
his report.
DQJAR
(tired)
Sir, |I've scanned every ship in this

system There is only one match for
the configuration of the Pakled ship
t he Romul ans say stole their cloak,
and there are no life signs on it,

or any sign of a cloaking device.

CRGCSS
Coul d the device be cl oaked on the
shi p?

TALORA

I find it hard to believe a people
as sloww tted as the Pakl eds woul d
be capabl e of activating one of our
cl oaki ng devi ces.

CROSS
Don't forget they did steal it from
you in the first place. Perhaps you
shoul dn't underestimate them Now
is there any way you can alter our
sensors to detect the device?

TALORA
Captain, | can not willingly hand
over such sensitive information
Even if the Federation is our ally.
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CRCSS
Conmander, may | rem nd you that you
are serving on a Federation starship,
on a mssion on behalf of your

government, | think they'Il allow
you to divulge information, just
this once.

TALORA

(reluctant)
| suppose on this occasion it is
actually for the Enpire

Wth that, she rises fromher seat and heads to the tactica
station, where Dojar politely stands back.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
(hal f - mocki ngl y)
Captain, there is still nothing being
pi cked up by sensors.

As Tal ora steps back down Dojar returns to his station.

CRCSS
All Senior Staff to the Conference
Room
(to hinself)
I have a cunning plan..

CUT TO
I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM

Cross, Talora, Quinlan, Dojar, GREY, ELRIS, and Y' LAN are
all gathered around the table.

CRCSS

As |'msure you' ve all heard by now,
we' ve been assigned a mssion from
t he Romul an Gover nnent .

(struggling to keep a

strai ght face)
One of their Warbirds was anbushed
by Pakl eds, who stole their cloaking
devi ce.

Dojar and Elris don't know where to | ook, trying desperately
not to let Talora see themsmrking. Even Gey has a slight
smle on his face, when Tal ora spots himhe quickly returns

to a nore or |ess blank expression.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
Thi s. ..

As he speaks an inmage of a male Pakled appears on the wall
Vi ewer .
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CRCOSS ( CONT' D)
...1s Nenblog, the...
(beat)
... Apparent masterm nd behind the
cl oaking device's theft. Because we
can't detect the C oak on Nenblog's
ship we'll be beam ng down.

TALORA
Doctor, all six officers participating
on the mssion will require surgica
alterations to nake us appear...
(slight disgust)

... Pakl ed.

ELRI S
Understood, I'lIl see that Agolive
makes preparations once we've finished
the briefing.

Dojar sits forward, concern showi ng upon his features.

DQJAR
Captain, is it wise to take the entire
senior staff on an away m ssion?

GREY
| agree Captain, it is against
regul ations to endanger the entire
senior staff like this.

CRGCSS

Normal Iy, I wouldn't risk my nost
experienced officers on a m ssion
like this.

(beat)
However, not to seem arrogant, these
are Pakl eds. | need each of you on
this m ssion, because you are the
best at your jobs.

TALORA
| concur, this crewis the best
avail able. A Ronul an crew woul d be
nore efficient for this task, however.

GREY
And a Federation crew woul d not have
| et the Pakleds get hold of the
technology in the first place.

TALORA
(angry)
My people did not |let themtake our
cl oaki ng device, they were...
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QUI NLAN
Qutwi tted?
TALORA
Yes. ..
(beat)
No!
CROSS
Fasci nating as this exchange of...
(beat)
Cultural ideals is, | have a briefing
to finish. Now |l know you'll be

real | y upset about this Commander,

Li eut enant, but you won't be working
t ogether on the planet. Quinlan,
you're with Dojar. Gey and Elris
you' Il be working together. That
nmeans you're with me Talora. Any
questions?

DQJ AR
Y' lan, can we not enploy your Q@ tam
sensors to |l ocate the device?

Y' LAN
Perhaps | could help you put on your
barbaric animal skins at the start
of your work cycle? O perhaps could
di gest your food in that antiquated
manner you enpl oy? Sonme speci nens. ..

CRGCSS
| think we'll take that as a "no."
If there's nothing else, I'll see

you in sickbay in an hour.
FADE OUT
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise has entered orbit of Pakled, slowy circling
t he pl anet.
| NT. BRI DGE

Cross is standing facing the viewscreen, exasperation on his
face. In front of him filling the screen and quite blurry
is a mle Pakled, with silver hair. This is ABNEB, the Pakled

head of state.

ABNEB
W are strong. You are weak.

CRGCSS
(under his breath)
Wul d you care to test that theory?
(1 ouder)
Abneb, all we want to do is beam
down and | ook around the bazaar.

ABNEB
W are strong.

Cross signals for the screen to be nuted, and it

is, as Dojar

is manning the station rather than Rigby. Cross covers his
eyes with his hand, dragging it down over his features.

CRCSS
Does anyone have any ideas as to how
we get perm ssion to beam down?

QUI NLAN
I"ve had sone... er, dealings with
Pakl eds in the past sir, | may be
able to convince him

CRCSS

Try it.
The sound cones back on.

ABNEB
(oblivious)
...rch for things to nmake us go.

QUI NLAN
(sl owy)
We are weak. You are strong. W
search for things to make us strong.
W wish to join you



RENAI SSANCE: "Wen on Pakled..." - ACT TWO 14.
ABNEB
(consi deri ng)
You may j oin us.

Wth that the screen returns to a view of the planet.

QUI NLAN
(under her breath)
Still got it.
(1 ouder)
Perm ssion to be snmug, sir?
CRCSS

Deni ed. These neqgoti ations have
made us | ate. Sukothai, you have
t he bridge.

Cross, Talora, Dojar and Quinlan step into the turbolift.

CUT TO
I NT. SI CKBAY
Elris and G ey are talking, both of their faces altered to

match the facial characteristics of the Pakled. Gey is
al so wearing drab, nostly brown Pakl ed cl ot hi ng.

ELRI S
So how are things between you and
Sar ah?

GREY

Ckay, | think. The next tinme she
speaks to her parents, she wants
themto neet nme over subspace.

ELRI S
Ah, well don't worry about it Erik,
['"msure you'll inpress them

GREY

She' s expecting a nessage tonight.
So hopefully before then this m ssion
will be over and I won't |ook |ike
(i ndicates face)
this.

Just then, Cross, Talora, Dojar and Quinlan enter. Al of
them |l ook at Gey and Elris, and then take a second gl ance.

QUI NLAN
(sarcastically)
There's sonething different about
you two. Have you done sonet hi ng
with your ears?
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GREY
No, we've had our faces altered to
make us | ook |ike Pakleds. Can't
you see that?

QUI NLAN
| was being sarcastic, Erik. Renenber
sarcasn? It's that big chasm where
t he Russian | eaders are kept.

GREY
Oh.
(cat ches on)
Hey, those are Tsars, and it is not.

QUI NLAN
(mutters)
Way do | bot her?

GREY
(just hearing her)
| don't know. Your idea of wit is
not hi ng but an inpeccably tinmed
statenment, perfectly delivered in
order to nock the recipient.

QUI NLAN
Shoul d have known you'd have the
definition down to a tee.

Cross noves between the two stopping their conversation and
facing Elris.

CRCSS
That's enough, people. Doctor, if
it wasn't for the Starfleet Uniform
I'"d m stake you for a Pakl ed.

ELRI S
Yes, Agolive does a very good Pakl ed.
Now i f you'll excuse ne, |'m going
to go get changed.

GREY
And I'Il go nmake sure the

Quartermaster has our supplies waiting
for us in Transporter Room One.

Wth that the pair turn and | eave, and AGOLI VE enters the
mai n part of Sickbay.

AGCLI VE
Right, who's next to go under the
kni fe?

The senior officers just stare at her shocked, and nervously
eye the exit.
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AGOLI VE ( CONT' D)
It's a figure of speech.

(beat)
Real | y.

(beat)
It is.

They don't change their stance, no one noving towards Agolive
to vol unteer.

CUT TO
I NT. TRANSPORTER ROOM

NARV OZRAN is sitting next to Gey, still wth Pakled facia
features, on the steps of the transporter platform In front
of them are six heavy | ooki ng backpacks, wth radio Iike
antennae projecting fromthem Gey pulls one towards him
opening it up for the pair to | ook into.

GREY
Look at this. This really is bad
wor krmanshi p.

OZRAN
I think it |ooks...

GREY
(interrupting)
Take this as an exanple...
(points into pack)
This relay should go
(nmoves hand)
here, it would nmake it far nore
efficient, and then this connection
(points)
woul d be redundant.

OZRAN
(slightly annoyed)
As | was trying to say, | think for...

GREY
And the weight. Mking it out of a
semantium all oy woul d reduce the
wei ght greatly.

OZRAN
(grow i ng)
Li eutenant, with all due respect,
shut up.
GREY

Wiy is it that no one ever says
anyt hi ng respectful once they've

sai d that.
( MORE)
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GREY ( CONT' D)
(noticing the annoyed
| ook he's getting
from Narv)
Ckay, what did you want to say?

OZRAN
Just that it |ooks authentically
Pakl ed, and that you have to renenber
not all species were introduced to
space as gracefully as ours.

GREY
| didn't think the Gorn did anything
graceful ly.
(beat)
No of f ense.
OZRAN

I was thinking nore of the Trill,
but the Gorn Kingdom has sone of the
nost renowned ballets in the Quadrant.

GREY
(1 aughi ng)
Gorn ballet. | think |I've heard
everyt hi ng now.

OZRAN
"' mnot joking. Have you never heard
of Sal amander Swanp?
(beat)
So it loses a little in translation

GREY
Pul | the other one. It has nacelles
attached.

OZRAN
Erik, you're far too cynical. One
day 1'll show you one of my hol o-
progr ans.

GREY

"Il look forward to it.

(under breat he)
...Like | look forward to a shuttle
trip with you

OZRAN
Par don?

GREY
(to the sanme rhythm
Is that a newuniforn? It |ooks
good on you.
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Ozran | ooks at Gey, not sure whether he heard himright
either tinme. Before he can press Gey further on the issue,
Cross, Talora, Elris, Dojar and Quinlan enter, disguised as
Pakl eds and wearing Pakled clothing. Gey stands up, lifting
the pack with him

QZRAN
You six nmake quite a sight, | wish |l
had a canera

TALORA
Chief Qzran, if you had such a device,
you would find yourself eating it.

OZRAN
Ah. | see you're not as scared of
ny people as your Senate seens to
be.

TALORA

The Romul an Senate is not afraid of
the Gorn Kingdom W were trying to
be di pl omati c.

OZRAN
And here was ne thinking Ronul an
di pl omacy was not hing nore than a
way to get close enough to soneone
to wedge a knife firmy between their
shoul ders.

CRCSS
Chi ef, ever heard the saying "hel
hath no fury |like a woman scorned"?

OZRAN
No.

CRCSS
Didn't think so.
(i ndicating the pack)
What are those?

GREY
They' re the Pakl ed equival ent of a
conmuni cator and tricorder. Bul ky,
crude, and heavy. |Its one step up
from stone knives and bear skins.

CRGCSS
Spock. USS Enterprise, 1701. 2267...
Al nost .

GREY

Sir?
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CRCSS

|'ve been reading up on Kirk and his

crew as of

| ate. Commander Spock

sai d sonmet hing not unlike your |ast

stat enent.

Oh.

GREY

DAJAR

They remind me of the old
conmuni cati ons backpacks my instructor
made us train with at the acadeny.

pi cks
Al t hough |

up a backpack)
think they were lighter..

Everyone grabs a pack and places it on their back, before
headi ng towards the transporter pad.

CRCSS

W' re beaming down to the main city.
Gey, Elris, you'll be investigating

t he Bazaar.

I f Nenblog's as snart

as he seens to be, that would be the

best place to sell the C oak. Dojar,
Qui nl an, apparently Nenbl og's hone
is a Farm so you'll be going there

to | ook for

and nysel f
streets.
(beat)

him Commander Tal ora
will search the city

Renenmber we need to return the
cl oaki ng device intact.

TALORA

I"msure you and I will find it
qui ckly Captain. After all, who
could be better at retrieving a
Romul an devi ce, than a Ronul an?

QUI NLAN

Wio coul d be better at losing a
Ronmul an devi ce than the Ronul ans?

CRCSS

(1 oudly)
Chi ef, when you're ready.

Talora turns to face Quinlan, and she seens very angry, but
bef ore any nore words can be exchanged, Narv sweeps his hand
down on the consol e,

a famliar

bl ue beam

and the six officers begin to fade into

OZRAN

Transporter Room One to Bridge, the

Away Team

is... well, Away.
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SUKOTHAI' S COW VO CE
Acknow edged, Transporter Room

OZRAN
Now back to nmy life fulfilling work
of running diagnostic scans of the
Transporter System oh joy of joys.

END OF ACT TWD

20.

FADE QUT.
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise continues its orbit of Pakled, as we watch we
focus on the bridge nodul e.

I NT. BRI DGE

SUKOTHAI is sitting in the center seat, and behind her at
Tactical is Ensign R GBY.

SUKOTHAI
Anything to report, Ensign?

There is a pause, and Sukothai gets no response. She turns
around to | ook at Righy.

SUKOTHAI ( CONT' D)
Ensi gn Ri gby, anything to report?

Rl GBY
Oh, sorry ma'am No, nothing cones
to mnd.

SUKOTHAI

So you're not even detecting the
Away Team s signal s?

Rl GBY
Oh. Well, yes. | thought you neant
anyt hing interesting.

SUKOTHAI
(under her breath)
It seens Acadeny standards have
sl i pped.

The turbolift doors open, and Y'|lan noves out onto the Bridge.

SUKOTHAI ( CONT' D)
How can we help you Y'Ilan?

Y' LAN
| am here to observe.

SUKOTHAI
As | ong as you keep it to audio
recordings, | see no problemwth
t hat .

Y' LAN

| have al ready nmade this understandi ng
with Captain Neil Cross.
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SUKOTHAI
| know, | was just confirmng that I
had no problens with it.

Y' LAN
It would not be any concern of yours
whether | did or not.

SUKOTHAI
Y' | an, when you record soneone w t hout
their permssion, it is their concern.
You do renmenber what happened when
you left those Q tam sensor devices
all over the ship?

Y' LAN
O course. | accept your point.

Y' I an noves to the back of the bridge, towards an unoccupi ed
consol e, where he begins to speak into the device he brought
with himto the bridge.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
As heard in that |ast section of
speech, the specinmen known as Sukot hai
has tried to assume the role of Al pha
in the Captain's absence.

SUKOTHAI
Y lanl Gve ne a break.

Y' LAN
How can | give you a break from your
work cycle? As you have just
denonstrated, you are in charge.

SUKOTHAI
| didn't nean | wanted a break. It
means get off my back.

Y' LAN
I am not on your back.

SUKOTHAI
It's a figure of speech! Like quit
buggi ng ne.

Y' LAN
| am not buggi ng you, you gave ne
pernmission to record the actions
occurring here.

SUKOTHAI
(getting annoyed)
| nmean | eave ne al one.



RENAI SSANCE: "When on Pakled..." - ACT THREE 23.

Y' LAN

(into device)
As you can see fromthe previous
transaction, the | anguage of these
specimens is extrenely inprecise,
| eading to confusion in an observer.

(to Sukot hai)
Way do you say things you do not
mean?

SUKOTHAI
Wien | say this, | mean every | ast
word; Y'lan, get off of the Bridge
and do not even consider returning
until the Captain is back. Rigby,
escort Y'lan back to his Lab.

Rl GBY
Yes, ma' am

Y' LAN
You can not do that. Captain Cross
has granted ne perm ssion to record
anything | choose.

SUKOTHAI
Yes he has, and you can conplain to
hi m when he returns about mny hindering
your research. Until then you wll
not set tentacle upon this Bridge.

Ri gby noves out to Y lan, trying to herd himinto the
turbolift despite his attenpts to get past her. Rigby enters
the lift with him

SUKOTHAI ( CONT' D)
By the Great Bird of the Gal axy, how
can one being be so annoyi ng?

CUT TO
EXT. PAKLED FARM

Doj ar and Quinlan are pushing their way through a field of
crops, which rather than being a healthy green, are brown
and | ooking |l ess than well.

QUI NLAN
Remind me to thank Narv for beam ng
us into the center of a maze of mmi ze.

DQJAR
Don't worry, | will.

They push their way through into a clearing, where they can
see a Pakled famly seated having a picnic. Dojar briskly
wal ks up to them
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DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Excuse me, | was wondering if you
could help us |l ocate the farm house
bel onging to a M. Nenbl og?

The famly just stare at Dojar, horrified by the way he is
speaki ng. The two children burst into tears, and start
scream ng, because of how scared they are. Quinlan runs her
hand down her face before stepping up to the famly herself.

QUI NLAN
Hs mnd is weak. Nothing nmakes it

go.
(under breat h)

Way to blowit. Now they think you're

retarded.

The father stands up, his eyes full of sadness.

NEKTOL
I am Nektol. This makes us sad.
Joi n us.

DQJ AR

Ah, but we really nust be going.

Nektol takes Dojar by the arm and seats himon the ground.
He then beckons to Quinlan, who visibly annoyed al so joins
t hem

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
Do not say another word, Dojar.

Nekt ol opens up the picnic hanmper, and pulls out a large
rodent, which seens to have been fried. First he offers it
to Dojar, but when he declines, it is offered to Quinlan,
who takes it. Dojar watches, as she bites into it.

DQJAR
(whi spering)
How can you eat that?

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
You can eat anything if it's fried.
(1 ouder)
W thank you. But we nust go.

Nektol | ooks to his wife MELK, who shakes her head.

MELK
W like to help. W |ook after you.
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Qui nl an shoots Dojar an angry | ook, and Dojar smles at the
two peopl e who seened to be becomi ng his adopted parents.

CUT TO
EXT. BAZAAR

There are stalls stretching into the distance as far as the
eye can see. Hundreds of Pakled civilians roamup and down
the streets, searching for things. Am dst this scene ELRI S
and GREY wal k down the street, using the Pakled tricorders
to try and |l ocate the cloaking device. Gey walks up to one
stall, which seens to be selling engineering parts. On the
other side of the table is a particularly bl oated Pakl ed,
KADOG.

KADOG
I wish to help.

GREY
| search for things to nmake us go.

Kadog hands Gey a book. Looking at the title Gey |ooks
dunmbstruck. We can see it is called "Things to Make Us Go."
Quickly flicking through it, he | ooks horrified.

ELRI' S
(whi spering)
What's wrong, Erik?

GREY
(whi spering)
I think this is a book on Pakl ed
Warp Theory. If it is, 1'd dread to
be on one of their ships.

KADOG
You wi sh to buy? Make you snart.
Make you strong.

G ey hands over sone currency and takes the book. As he does
so, his tricorder points towards one of the crates stacked
up on the table and beeps.

GREY
In that box, what is there?

KADOG
Pradium It is strong.
GREY
(concer ned)
Pradi un? Pradiumis bad. It makes

you weak. You need a stronger box.
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KADOG
You are wong. Pradium nmakes you
strong.

ELRI S
(whi spering)
What ' re you argui ng about?

GREY
(whi spering)
Pradiumis a dangerous isotope, that
gives off high levels of radiation
if not stored correctly.

ELRI S
(whi spering)
| assume its not stored correctly?

GREY
(whi spering)
I"d be nore surprised if it was.

CUT TO
EXT. PAKLED STREET

Cross and Talora wal k casually down the street, |ooking at
every passer by, and scanni ng every house.

CRCSS
Can you tell ne again what nade you
think we'd find the cloaking device?

TALORA
What nekes you think we won't?

CRGCSS
W' ve been wandering these streets
for an hour nowwth no joy. Cal
me a pessimst, but I'mnot holding
ny breath.

TALORA

If you were, you'd find it rmuch harder
to be openly pessimstic.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE | N:

EXT. PAKLED STREET

Cross and Talora are again standing in a street, but not the
sane one they were in before. Talora is occupied with her
tricorder, when it starts beeping.

TALORA
(hurried)
Sir, |I've detected Rhivatar radiation.

CRCSS
And this is inportant because?

TALCRA
It's emtted by a cl oaking device.
Perm ssion to track it?

CRCSS
Sure, why don't we just split up so
we're by ourselves on an alien planet.

TALORA
Thank you sir, its appreciated.

Bef ore Cross can say anything el se, Tal ora di sappears around
t he corner.

CRCSS
If any one el se had said that, she'd
have taken it as sarcasm
(beat)
How can anyone nove so fast wearing
one of these backpacks?

CUT TO
EXT. PAKLED FARM

Dojar and Quinlan are still sitting down, not enjoying
t hensel ves at Nektol's picnic. Dojar is digging into the
ground with a spoon.

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
What are you doi ng?

DQJAR
(whi spering)
' mdigging an escape tunnel. They
won't mnd, |'mretarded, renmenber?

Qui nl an watches the two Pakled children running around in
t he sunshine and listened to them
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QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
Back in ny pirate days, |'d never
think twi ce about ripping off a
Pakl ed.

DQJAR
(whi spering)
Wiy are you telling ne this?

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
I was just thinking about howits
not their fault. They were introduced
to space travel before they were
ready.

DQJAR
(whi spering)
This is why we have the Prinme
Directive.

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
For all the good it does. A lot of
times it's violated because a Captain
thinks it should be. They m ght as
well renane it the Prinme Suggestion.

DQJAR
(whi spering)
Look, I'd really like to get out of
here, so that when we have to hand
in areport it doesn't just read,
"We had a nice picnic."

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
I just wwsh | could do sonething to
make up for all the wongs | commtted
agai nst their people.

DQJAR
(whi spering)
What wrongs? What did you commt
agai nst their people?

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
Wll... | once undercharged a Pakl ed
wai ter. Does that count?
DQJAR
(whi spering)

No, not really. Everyone undercharges
wai ters.
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QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
That's only because they take extra
anyway.
DQJAR
(whi spering)
Vell, it doesn't matter anyway. You

weren't responsible for themgetting
the warp drive so soon

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
That's not the point.

DQJAR
(whi spering)
Then what is the point?

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
I want to help them

DQJAR
(whi spering)
By doing what? Hel pi ng them advance
their technol ogy even further?

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
It's ny duty as a Starfleet Oficer
to...
DQJAR
(whi spering)

Poke your nose where it doesn't
bel ong? What kind of duty is that?

QUI NLAN

(whi spering)
As Kirk said, "Poking our noses in
is our business."

DQJAR
(whi spering)
He said that?

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
Sormet hing |ike that, anyway.
(1 ooks back at the
Pakl eds)
I rmust help them

DQJAR
(whi spering)
What exactly do you intend to do?
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QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
Hel p them understand their technol ogy
nor e.

DQJAR

(whi spering)
They have hacked toget her Cardassi an,
Rormul an, Klingon, Bajoran, Dom nion,
Federation, and Ferengi technol ogy
into fully workabl e ships. They can
steal Romul an cl oaki ng devices. |
think they do quite well.

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
What about their speech?

DQJAR
(whi spering)
You humans. Everything nust wal k
and talk like you before it's normal,
eh? They think our speech is
redundant. They speak that way by

choi ce.
QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
Still, there nust be sonething..
DQJAR
(whi spering)

We were ordered to find the cloaking
devi ce, Lieutenant. Renenber?

QUI NLAN
The others will find it.

DAJAR
(whi spering)
Err, are you really sure that "cunning
pl an" Cross, "by the book" G ey,
"Medic" Elris, or...
(beat)

VEELL...
(beat)
Talora, would stand a better chance
at finding the cloaking device than
us?

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
| suppose you're right.
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DQJAR
(whi spering)
O course. Well, the question is
now, how do we escape?

QUI NLAN
(whi spering)
I have an idea. Sonething that worked
on Oion..

Quinlan wal ks up to the Pakled fam |y, Nektol and Mel k.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Excuse nme?

NEKTOL
Yes?

QUI NLAN
Me and ny friend need to go. CQur
bl adders are weak. Can we use the
bat hr oonf

MELK
Yes. It is a thing that makes us go.

Quinlan then wal ks off with Dojar.

DQJAR
That was your plan?

QUI NLAN
It worked, didn't it?

DQJAR
Yes, but...

QUI NLAN

But nothing. Sorry if you'd prefer
a heroi c dash agai nst the odds, but
sonetinmes the sinplest route is the

best .

DAJAR
| suppose. The Orions really fel
for it?

QUI NLAN

Wll, half and half. They let us go
to the toilet, provided we did it in
their presence...

W pan back to NAKLOT and MELK

NAKLOT
The toilets are the other way.

31.
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Mel k shakes her head.

MVELK
They are not smart.

CUT TO
EXT. BAZAAR

Gey is enbroiled in his argument with Kadog. Elris is
hol ding a tricorder, scanning everyone that goes past.

GREY
(tired and annoyed)
Pradi um makes you weak. It needs to
be hidden, it will keep you strong

l'i ke that.

Elris turns back and scans Kadog, |ooking at the results
wi th concern.

GREY ( CONT' D)
(practically yelling)
This is wong.
(wavi ng book)
Thi s does not work.

Elris pulls a hypospray out of her pocket, spends a nonment
adjusting the setting and then applies it to Kadog's neck.

GREY (CONT' D)
(whi spering)
What did you just do?

ELRI S
(whi spering)
He had radi ation poisoning. | cured
him What's wong wth that?

GREY
(whi spering)
Prinme Directive?

ELRI' S
(whi spering)
Whoops.

Kadog by now has had time to interpret what just happened,
and has interpreted it wong.

KADOG
You attacked ne. You tried to nake
nme weak!

G ey and Elris exchange a | ook, before running off down the
street into the crowd.
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GREY
You know this is your fault don't
you?

ELRI S
Yes.

GREY

As long as we're clear.

As they carry on running, they see another figure running

towards them holding a tricorder outstretched in front of

them As it grows closer we can see it is TALORA. She soon
passes them totally oblivious.

ELRI S
Wasn't that Tal ora?
GREY
Let's not think about that right

now.

W change canera angles to follow Tal ora. She | ooks at the
tri-order again and turns |eft down a side street.

TALORA
It should be right here.

Looki ng up, she stares ahead, not sure of what to make of

the thing in front of her. W can see what basically anpunts
to a Pakl ed garbage truck, huge exhausts stretch out from
the back. She ainms her tricorder at the exhausts.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
(di sappoi nt ed)
Vel | that woul d explain the Rhivatar
| detected..

EXT. PAKLED CITY LIMTS

A lonely sign stands marking the edge of city. It seens to
be torn fromthe hull plating of a ship, and the letters
U.S.S can be nade out faintly underneath the bold Pakled
witing. Dojar and Quinlan slowy wal k towards the city,
their clothes are now torn, and neither |ooks too happy.

QUI NLAN
You know, | think I'd rather have
stayed at the picnic.

DQJAR
How was | to know we'd neet a gang
of bandits on the way here?

QUI NLAN

( MORE)

You didn't.
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QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
But had you let nme do the talking,
we coul d have avoi ded the fight.

DAJAR
Need | rem nd you whose geni us nade
us run through that giant nettle
pat ch?

34.

CUT TGO
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise continues in orbit of Pakled.
| NT. BRI DGE
Sukot hai and Rigby are still on duty, awaiting any word from
t he surface.
Rl GBY
I spy with ny little eye, sonething
beginning with "S. "
SUKOTHAI
Space.
Rl GBY
How di d you guess?
SUKOTHAI
(tired)
Because it's been space the past
five tines. Next time | have to nake
sure | get assigned to the Away
M ssi on.
Rl GBY
And mss out on all this fun, ma' an®?
SUKOTHAI
Yes, but I"msure |I'd nmanage. Sonehow.
Is there really nothing to report?
Rl GBY
vell. ..
(beat)
FADE OUT

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE

FADE | N:

EXT. PAKLED STREET

Cross seens to be wal king the streets at random now, not
really sure where to |l ook. Ducking into a door way he taps
the conmdevice fitted into the strap of his pack

CROSS
This is your Captain speaking. Wat's
your status?

GREY
(conm voi ce, out of
br eat h)
Elris and | are headed away fromthe
Bazaar. One of the nerchants there
thinks we tried to poison him doesn't

he Elris?
ELRI S
(conm voi ce, also out
of breath)
Erik, if you want to survive your
next medical, 1'd shut up right now
(beat)
Mich better
DQJAR

(conm voi ce)
Sir, we're headed into the city,
away from ny adopted parents.

CRCSS
Adopt ed parents?

QUI NLAN
(conm voi ce)
W'll tell you about it later.
TALORA

(conm voi ce)
I nmust also report a |lack of success
Capt ai n.

Cross scratches thoughtlessly at one of his facial ridges a
nmonment, then |l ooks to his side where he sees NEMBLOG Pointing
his tricorder at the building he smles.

CRGCSS
Rhi vatar. ..

Silently he follows, pushing open the wooden door in tine to
see Nenbl og ascending the stairs to the roof.
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CRCSS ( CONT' D)
Cross to Away Team |'ve found
Nenbl og.

Cross follows Nenblor, arriving on the roof. Nenblog is
standi ng, seemngly tapping at thin air, until the cl oaking
devi ce appears, barely bal anced upon the building' s parapet.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Nembl og. Stop

Nenmbl og whirls around to face Cross, a puzzled |ook on his
face.

NEMBLOG
| am strong. Go.

CRCSS

No | amstrong. You are weak. G ve
me t he cl oaki ng devi ce.
NEMBBL OG
You speak w ong.
CRCSS
Nenbl og, pl ease give ne the Device.
NEMBLOG
( pani cki ng)
Speak nornmal | y!
CRCSS

| am speaki ng nornal | y!

Cross noves to approach him but in his panic, Nenbl og backs
into the device. For a nonent it wobbl es backwards and
forwards, before gravity takes hold, and pulls it down to
the street below. There's a panicked yelp as a passer by

bel ow hears a crash, and turns around to find the rubble of
the Device |anded barely feet away fromhim Nenbl og | eans
over the edge watching, and Cross noves over to | ook.

NEMBL OG
(sl ow, even for a
Pakl ed)
It is broken. It will not make us

go.

Cross just turns his head to | ook at Nenbl og, we can see
that he's barely restraining hinself fromhitting the Pakl ed.



RENAI SSANCE: "When on Pakled..." - ACT FI VE 37.

CRCSS
(def eated, through
gritted teeth)
Cross to Enterprise. Beamus up

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE
The ship pulls out of orbit.
I NT. TRANSPORTER ROOM

Qzran pushes his hand up on the Transporter Console, and siXx
shi mering bl ue colums appear, rapidly formng into Cross,
Talora, Elris, Gey, Dojar and Quinlan. They all look tired
and frustrated, everyone but Cross |ooks around expecting to
see a cl oaki ng devi ce.

OZRAN
What ? No one brought me a souvenir
back?

G ey throws his copy of "Things to Make Us Go" at Qzran.

OZRAN ( CONT' D)
What's this?

GREY
Pakl ed Warp Theory.

OZRAN
Sounds... like it induces brain
damage.

GREY

| knew you'd like it.

TALORA
(per pl exed)
Where is the device?

CRCSS
Its on Pakled. In pieces.

DQJAR
Par don?

CRCSS
Nenmbl og knocked it off the side of a
bui | di ng.

The other five nenbers of the senior crew rub their faces
into their hands.

GREY
Can we get to Sickbay and get
( MORE)
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GREY ( CONT' D)
(i ndicates face)
this of f?

TALORA
I concur, having to spend any | onger
like this than necessary coul d be
cl assed as sone kind of punishnent.

CROSS
Yes. Let us go.

DQJ AR
Pl ease don't do that.

I NT. CORRIDCOR -- CONTI NUOQUS

Y' I an wal ks down the corridor, when he spots Cross and conpany
| eaving the Transporter Room he noves over to them

Y' LAN
Ah. You are the humanoi d species
known as Pakl eds, are you not?

CRGCSS
Y lan, it's us.

Y' LAN
Could I borrow a section of hour
cycle, to ask of you sonme questions?

CRCSS
Y lan, its ne, Cross.

Y' LAN
So the runors about your species are
true. Your intelligence is sub-
average for a humanoid. Do you
honestly believe that soneone with
your facial structure is a human?

CROSS
Y' lan, we're busy.

As the crew scurry down the corridor away fromY lan, the
Qtam raises his recording device and speaks into it.

Y' LAN
It woul d seemas well as having a
particularly low intelligence rating,
Pakl eds al so suffer from severe anger
when confronted with a superior
intellect.
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He turns and wal ks down the corridor, continuing to nake
recordi ngs.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise is at warp, headed away from Pakl ed.
| NT. BRI DGE
Sukothai is still sitting at the center seat, with Ri gby
still standing behind her. Sukothai is slunping forwards in

her seat, waiting to get off of the bridge. The turbolift
doors open, and Cross and Tal ora step out.

Rl GBY
Captai n on deck
CRCSS
| said you didn't have to do that,

Ensi gn.

Sukot hai stands up as Cross noves towards her.

SUKOTHAI
Finally, | never thought 1'd be so
glad to be relieved of command.
CRCSS

So nothing interesting has happened?

SUKOTHAI
(1 ooki ng at Ri ghy)
No, sir. W had to escort Y lan off
t he bridge, though.

Cross just chuckles and takes his seat. Tal ora noves down
and takes her seat as well, whilst Sukothai nobves over to
ops.

TALORA
(I eaning in close)
Captain, you should do it now.

CRGSS
| shoul d. ..

TALORA
...and you wll.

CRGSS
Yes.

TALORA

Don't worry Captain. You are strong.
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Cross gl ances sideways at Tal ora.

CROSS
Ri gby, open a channel to Senator
Tar mak.

Rl GBY
Aye, sir.

Monents |ater, Tarmak appears on the viewscreen

TARVAK
G eetings, Captain. | trust you
have secured the C oaking Device?
CRCSS

Vell. ..

W pull away from Cross, noving to the right hand side of

the bridge. W can see both Cross and Tarnmak, still displayed
on the viewscreen, but we can no |onger hear the exchange.
The Romul an senator | ooks visibly angry, Cross stands up and
makes the same signal he nade to Rigby earlier, and the screen
goes bl ank again. Seconds after the screen goes blank we. ..

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FIVE

THE END
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