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RENAI SSANCE: "Facti on Protocol s" - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

I NT. CORRI DOR

GREY wal ks along it, holding a bottle under his arm He
presses the CH ME of a door, which is opened by a disgruntl ed-
| ooki ng BOYLE.

BOYLE
[''m not happy with you.

GREY
Good eveni ng.

He enters into...
I NT. BOYLE S QUARTERS -- CONTI NUOUS

The lighting is dim and in the center is a table that |ooks
hal f-prepared for dinner. There is a candle burning, and
three sets of plates, but not cutlery. 1In the kitchen area
there are several plates of food strewn about. During the
follow ng di al ogue, Boyle is bustling about, getting things
ready, and Grey hel ps |aying the table.

GREY
Smel I s good.

BOYLE
Don't start, Erik, I"'mnot in the
nmood.

GREY

No, seriously, it does. The
replicator never ceases to anmze ne.

BOYLE
Replicator? Erik, this is a dinner
party.

GREY
Yeah?

BOYLE

We mght be living in the twenty-
fifth century, but it is still

consi dered good manners to actually
cook the food you serve at a dinner

party.

GREY
Real | y?

BOYLE
Yes.
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GREY
Oh.

BOYLE
Not that | expect our guest to notice,
of course. | don't know why you even

invited him

GREY
W're neant to be show ng himwhat a
traditional Terran dinner party is

like.
BOYLE
Wy ?
GREY
Because. .. because he expressed

interest init, that's why.

BOYLE
No, he didn't, Erik. You're a
terrible liar.

GREY
| amnot lying. He said he did.
BOYLE
I wish you hadn't asked him | don't
l'i ke him
GREY
Exactly, that's another reason | did
ask him | think it's an excellent

opportunity for you two to get to
know each ot her.

BOYLE
| don't want to get to know him He
gives me the creeps, the way he stares
at you, and | never know where he's
going to put his hands next.

GREY
| hardly think he's going to try and
make a nove on you

BOYLE
Way not ? You di d.
GREY
VWell, yeah. But that's different.

(beat)
Look, | just thought it would be a
good i dea. ..
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BOYLE
Oh yeah, you and your "good ideas."
Li ke the tinme you thought it would
be a good idea just to, and | quote,
"qui ckly check the calibration of
t he fuel manifolds" when we had booked
that little restaurant on Xelis Prine
and we were still there the follow ng
norni ng? Like the time you thought
it would be a "good idea" to ask the
manager of the hotel we were in if
you could help with their drainage
probl em and we spent all weekend up
to our knees in shi-

GREY
Sar ah, pl ease.
(beat)
I thought you enjoyed hel pi ng them
W saved those holiday nakers a nasty
shock.

BOYLE
Eri k, we were those holiday nakers!
You just don't think sonetines.

GREY
I"msorry, | was just interested in
the problem froma technical point
of view.

BOYLE

A technical point of view Yeah,
that'd be right. That's another thing,
you're so blinkered to technol ogy.

GREY
| am not.

BOYLE
Yes, you are. Tonight was anot her
exanple. You cone in, snell good
f ood cooking, inmrediately you assune
it's the replicator that's done such
a wonderful job.

GREY
Vell, | aman engineer...
BOYLE
Yes, you are. |1'd like to see how

you managed without it for a change.

GREY
Don't say that, that usually |eads
to a big calamty on the ship where
( MORE)
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GREY ( CONT' D)
every conputer goes down and the
crewis forced torely onits wits
to survive, usually while facing an
alien nmenace. And I'mnot in the
nood for that tonight.

BOYLE
Al right, pop quiz. W're in a
shuttle that's, say, hit by an
electrical storm Al the power
goes out, and...

GREY
(i nterrupts)
An electrical stormwouldn't do that.
Any stormthat powerful would also

fry
BOYLE

Erik, the stormis a plot device.
GREY

Vell, at least get it right.
BOYLE

(war ni ngl y)

Eri k!

GREY

Sorry. Conti nue.

BOYLE
So we're forced to crash on a renote
pl anet, covered in foliage. You
know, real Anazonion rain forest
ki nda pl ace.

GREY
How did we get fromthe electrica
stormto the planet?

Boyl e gi ves hi ma WARNI NG | ook.

GREY ( CONT' D)
So, we're on this planet...

BOYLE
We survive the crash, but night is
drawing in, the tenperature is rapidly
dropping, and all around us in the
shadows things with sharp teeth are

going "roar." \What do you do?
GREY
l... would... try and fix the

shuttlecraft's systens?
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BOYLE
No! No, you wouldn't.
GREY
Yes, | woul d.
BOYLE
Vel l, yes, you would, but any nornal

person woul d gather tw gs and nake a
fire for the night, to keep predators
away and cook whatever rations are

in the shuttle.

GREY
But if you fixed the shuttle..

BOYLE
You woul dn't be able to in the
darkness. It's better to survive
until the norning when you can see
what you are doing.

GREY
It's a stupid question. Besides,
you' d have phasers to fight off

pr edat ors.
BOYLE

The EM storm has shorted them
GREY

Oh, it's an EMstormnow, is it?
BOYLE

Erik, the point is, you're single

mnded. 1'd just like it if you...

br oadened your outlook a little bit.
You know, | ooked beyond the warp
core.

GREY
What woul d happen then?

BOYLE
You' d realize what a stupid idea
this dinner party is for a start.

The door CHI MES.

GREY
Too late to back out now. ..

Boyl e gi ves him anot her | ook. She goes and opens the door.
In the corridor is Y LAN
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BOYLE
(hostess voi ce)
Hello, Y lan, delighted you could
cone. Please cone in.

Y' LAN
I can only stay for two hours. M
tabl e needs sone sonic emtter
adjustings. Lt. Gey will assist
ne.

BOYLE
That's wonderful .

As she ushers himin, she turns and gives Gey a really nasty
| ook. He smiles nervously as we...

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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FADE | N:

ACT ONE

I NT. BOYLE' S QUARTERS

A few mnutes |ater.
they eat silently,

W have a | ong BEAT.

He falls i

BOYLE
So, Ylan... hows life?

Y' LAN
What do you nean?

BOYLE
I mean... how are you finding life
on board the Enterprise?

Y' LAN
It is everywhere on the vessel. You
go into the corridor, and there is
sone formof life there. It is no

challenge to find it.

BOYLE
That's not quite what | neant.

GREY
|, er, didn't realize you didn't
eat, Y'lan.

Y' LAN
A sinpl e observation would have told
you that you have never seen ne
consum ng nutrition

GREY
Yes, but. ..

nto silence. Another |ong beat.
GREY ( CONT' D)

So, what's wong with your science
t abl e?

Boyl e sl ans down her plate.

She gets up and storns to the kitchen area.

BOYLE
For Christ's sake.

Y lan is staring at Boyle and G ey as
his own plate untouched in front of him
There is an awkward silence, at |east on the humans
Boyl e | ooks pissed and G ey |ooks slightly unconfortable.

G ey | ooks up.
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GREY
Wul d you excuse ne for a mnute?

He gets up. We see themin the background arguing furiously,
but we only hear the hiss of their whispers, their arns
waving, as in the foreground Y'|lan takes out a small device
and starts to scan the room Boyle suddenly notices this,
and turns back.

BOYLE
Excuse nme, what are you doi ng?
Y' LAN
I am taking readi ngs of your quarters.
BOYLE
Vel |, don't!
GREY
Sar ah. ..
BOYLE
He can't just do that... Y lan, |I'm

sorry, will you please | eave?

GREY
Sarah! He's our guest!

BOYLE
Wiy not? He won't care anyway.

GREY
But you can't..

Suddenly there is an al m ghty sound of an EXPLOSI ON and t he
whol e room shudders violently, sending themall flying. The
red alert alarmstarts sounding. Y lan ends up on top of
Boyl e, and she quickly renoves his tentacles fromher. Erik
hurries over.

GREY (CONT' D)
You all right?

BOYLE
Yeah. ..

GREY
What were you saying about a calamty?
(taps conm badge)
Gey to bridge? Wat's happened?

I NT. BRIDGE -- CONTI NUOUS
The bridge is a hive of activity, bathed in the gl ow of red

alert. TALORA and CRCSS are at SUKOTHAI'S station as she
taps away furiously at her console.
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CRGCSS
Sonething's hit us, Deck 6, |ooks
like the Shuttlebay. Dojar and a
team are headi ng down there now, if
you want to join them Contai nnent
field s in place...

GREY' S COW VO CE
On ny way.

I NT. BOYLE S QUARTERS -- CONTI NUQUS
As before. GREY hurries to the door.

GREY
Y lan, care to join nme?
Y' LAN
I's the nmeeting at an end?
GREY
Meeting...? Ch, yes, it is.
Y' LAN
I will be of nore use in ny
| abor at ory.
GREY
Sar ah?
BOYLE

"1l head for Engineering too, |
guess. Be careful.

GREY
You too.

They EXIT the room
CUT TO
| NT. CORRI DOR
DQJAR and a security team including LESM and JONESS, wal k
slowy along it, phaser rifles drawn. The red gl ow of the
corridor is accentuated by the snoky atnosphere. They get to
t he Shuttl ebay door.
DQJAR
(whi spering)
On three. One, two... three.

Joness activates the door, which opens. They swing into the
openi ng. ..
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| NT. SHUTTLEBAY -- CONTI NUQUS

It is pitch black, apart froma small harsh blue |ight at
the far end which is flickering rapidly, lighting the room
in a strobe effect. The guards nove in, the torch beans on
their rifles not really hel ping nmuch. They creep slowy,

| ooki ng around. As they get closer, they see that a SMALL
CRAFT at the far end is the source of the blue light. They
approach carefully, whispering.

LESM
What kind of craft is it?

JONESS
Looks like a transport carrier of
sone ki nd.

DQJAR

Quiet. Joness and Harris, take the
left. Lesm and Phillips, the right.

They slowy surround the craft. Dojar taps his conmm badge.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Dojar to Engineering. W could really
do with some lights up here.
I NT. ENG NEERI NG -- CONTI NUOUS

KINNAN i s working at a console as people are rushing about.
As he speaks, BOYLE enters.

Kl NNAN
We're working on it.

BOYLE
Hey, Rob, what's going on?

Kl NNAN
W can't get even energency |ights
on in the Shuttlebay. Sonething's
jammng it.

BOYLE
Let's see...

She bends over the consol e.
CUT TO
| NT. SHUTTLEBAY

As before. The craft is surrounded. DQIAR taps his comm
badge, which then AMPLI FIES his voi ce.
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DAJAR
Al'ien vessel. W have you surrounded.
Pl ease cone out slowy, or we w |
board your vessel by force.

Not hi ng.
DQJAR ( CONT' D)
This is your last chance. 1'm going
to count to five, and then we wll
board.

He gestures to LESM and JONESS, who are nearest the door,
to get ready. They raise their rifles.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
One. Two. Three.

At the entrance to the bay, GREY arrives and cautiously peers
in.
DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Four .
They inch closer. Gey is |ooking round, and | ooks up.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Fi ve. Now

GREY
Doj ar, above you!

They | ook up, and we see on the ceiling FOUR Q TAM, cl utching
t he roof and | ooking down silently.

DAJAR
Oh crap.

The Qtam very swiftly descend, the nearest one whi pping
out a tentacle and knocking Harris's rifle fromhis hands.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Open fire!

The guards dive for cover as they fire, the phaser fire
streaking around the Shuttlebay. The Q tam ignore them and
swiftly exit the bay, past Gey. Dojar and the team quickly
exit.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
You all right?

GREY
Yeah, they didn't touch ne.
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DQJAR
Al right, followthem Conputer
seal off Deck Six, Corridors 7-Beta
to 11- Al pha.

COWPUTER S VA CE
Acknow edged.

| NT. BRI DGE
Cross, Talora, and Sukothai as before.

DAJAR S COW VO CE
We have four, possibly five Qtam,
| oose on the ship, Captain.

CRCSS
Say that again? Qtam?

DOJAR S COW VO CE
Affirmative, Captain. W're in
pursuit. They're still on our deck.

CROSS
(tapping his comm
badge)
Cross to science lab. Y lan, you
want to explain this?

| NT. SCI ENCE LAB -- CONTI NUOUS
Y LAN is working at his table.

Y' LAN
They are not nmenbers of the Hegenony,
Capt ai n.

CRCSS' S COW VO CE
Then what ?

Y' LAN
They are nmenbers of the Faction,
obvi ousl y.

CROSS' S COW VA CE
Wiy are they attacking us?

12.

CUT TO
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Y' LAN
Uncertain, Captain. | amtrying to
ascertain sone data now.

CUT TO
I NT. CORRI DOR

Dojar, Gey, and the security teamnove along it, Gey using
a tricorder.

GREY
The forcefields are up, but |I'm not
picking up any life forms in them..

DAJAR
You know what the Qtam are like,
al ways el udi ng our sensors.

They turn a corner, and we see a section of corridor

barri caded off by a SH MVERI NG BLUE FORCEFI ELD. There is
nothing in the forcefield, but the FLOOR is conpletely bl own
away -- we can see underneath it, and down through the
Jefferies Tube into the corridor bel ow

GREY
Oh ny Cod.

DQJAR
(taps conm badge)
Captain, | think we have a big probl em

her e.
CUT TO
I NT. SCI ENCE LAB
Y lan is still tapping away when the door opens, and the

SI LHOUETTES of the Q TAM are seen outside. Y lan spins
around.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Step away fromthe table, Y Ian.

Y' LAN
Way are you here?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Step away.

Y' LAN
No.

Q TAM CAPTAI N
Al right.
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He raises a tentacle with a small weapon in it and FIRES.

Y' lan shrieks and rises up the wall as the beam slices through
his table, blowing it apart conpletely. The Qtam enter

the room and point the weapon up at Y'Ilan.

Q TAM CAPTAI N ( CONT' D)
W don't want to hurt you, but you
must conme with us.

Y' LAN
Wy ?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Pl ease.

CRCSS (0. S.)
Put that weapon down.

They turn around. CROSS |eads the group, including Dojar,
G ey and the guards. He enters with a rifle raised.

CRCOSS (CONT' D)
Put that weapon down, and get the
hell off ny ship.

QTAM 1

Captain, this does not concern you
CRCSS

You're on ny ship, I'd say it does.
QTAM 1

W are doing what is for the best.
CROSS

| find that difficult to believe.
QTAM 1

W cannot |eave without Y lan. I'm

sorry.
CRCSS

Then so am|.

He rai ses his weapon. One of the other Qtam |aunches itself
at him forcing Cross to fire, slicing off its tentacle.

The Qtam Captain raises a weapon and fires it -- a BRI GHT
PULSE FLASES into the entire room HARRIS tries to fire at
him but the phaser does nothing. He frowns. Another tries,
wth simlar results.

HARRI S
Weapons are down!

Am dst the confusion, Y lan scurries across the ceiling to
the exit. The Qtam Captain reacts and fires at him bl ow ng
a MASSI VE CHUNK fromthe wall, but mssing Y Ian.
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Y' |l an scoots through the new hole in the wall into the
corridor. The rest of the Qtam |aunch thenselves at the
group, who have to | eap and get out of the way. The attackers
di sappear after Y'lan.

CRCSS
Don't let themout of your sight!

I NT. CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUQUS

Y lan hurtles down it, and after a nmonment we see Q TAM 1
followng. He raises his weapon, and SHOOTS. He hits the

fl oor underneath Y'lan, which suddenly col | apses under itself.
Y lan, shrieking, falls through the floor and Jefferies Tube
to the next deck down, and the Qtam follow, still shooting.
The deck that Y lan lands on only |asts a nonent, before

anot her bl ast of the weapon collapses that floor too, sending
hi m crashi ng down agai n.

CUT TGO
| NT. BRI DGE
Tal ora and Sukothai are | ooking at their console.
TALORA
Captain, we're picking up massive
structural damage on decks six, seven
and eight. What's going on?
| NT. CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUOUS
Cross, Dojar, Gey, and the guards peer down the holes.
CRGCSS
I wish | knew, Conmander. Lieutenant,
is there any way we can negate the
effects of that weapon?
GREY
Captain, |'ve never seen a
disintegrator with that nmuch power
before. | can't think of any way to
contain it.
CRGCSS
Danmni t .
GREY
(starts tapping at
his tricorder)
That's not the worst of it. Look at
this.
He holds it up -- it shows a schematic of the ship, with a

trail on it.
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GREY ( CONT' D)
According to this, if they continue
on their present course..

CRGCSS
Yes?

GREY
Captain, they're heading for
Engi neeri ng.
CUT TGO
I NT. ENG NEERI NG
Boyl e and Ki nnan are wor ki ng away am dst the supernunerari es.

CRCSS' S COW VA CE
Engi neering, this is the Captain,
you need to evacuate now. This is
not a drill.

The crew | ook at each other and then begin calmy filing out
into the corridor

I NT. CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUQUS

The crew ENTERS from Engi neering, and they nove down as Cross,
G ey, and Dojar hurry down it. BOYLE grabs GREY.

BOYLE
Eri k, what's going on?
GREY
Engi neering' s under attack. Kinnan,
| need you.
KI NNAN
Sir.
BOYLE
What about ne?
GREY
You get away from here.
BOYLE
But . ..
GREY

| don't have time to argue, Sarah,
just do what | say.

He wal ks on. Boyle hesitates for a nonment, then follows him
anyway.
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I NT. ENG NEERI NG - - CONTI NUOUS

Cross, Gey, Dojar, Boyle, Kinnan, and the guards file in
and G ey seals the door. Then he notices Boyle, frowns, but
says not hi ng.

DQJAR
Al'l the corridors in their path are
evacuat ed, Captai n.

CROSS
Good. How quickly can we shut down
t he core?

GREY

Twenty m nutes.

CRCSS
How | ong have we got?

DAJAR
About thirty seconds.

GREY
Sir, we can raise an EMfield around
it, totry and reflect the danage
fromthose weapons.

CRCSS
WIl it work?
GREY
| don't know, but nothing else wll.
CRCSS
Do it.
GREY
Li eut enant .
KI NNAN

Got it. Sarah, help ne.
They work on their consol es.

DAJAR
Team get the weapons.

The security detail head to a WEAPONS LOCKER, and hand out
t he phaser rifles. But HARRI S presses a button and shakes
hi s head.

HARRI S
These are dead too. That pul se nust
have taken the whol e ship.



RENAI SSANCE: "Faction Protocol s" - ACT ONE 18.

CRGCSS
Dam! Stand back then... If worse
cones to the worse, use themto hit
t he bl oody things over the head.

They pull back and wait. For a nonent the only sound that
can be heard is the beeping of Gey and Kinnan working on

t he machi nes, then suddenly there is a blasting noise. Then
a | ouder one.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
Here they conme. How s that field
goi ng, Lieutenant?

GREY
Near|ly done, Captain.

The ceiling suddenly | MPLODES, sending debris down. Just as
it's going to hit the warp core, a blue FORCEFI ELD shi nmers
into life, and the debris is deflected off it. One large
pi ece of metal flies through the air and hits Boyle, who
screanms as it knocks her down.

GREY (CONT' D)
Sar ah!

As he hurries across, he has to duck as Y lan is thrown
through the ceiling. Y lan passes right through the
forcefield, hitting the core. He clings onto it as the other
Qtam gracefully descend onto the floor.

Q TAM CAPTAI N
Capt ai n.

CRCSS
You rai se your weapon in here, we
won't hesitate to fire.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Your weapons are inactive. Qurs
aren't.

He raises his weapon to Y'lan.

CROSS
You fire now, you'll destroy the
shi p.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
| amafraid there are bigger things
at stake here than just this ship.

Y' LAN
Wai t!

He slowy clanbers down fromthe core and lies on the floor,
his tentacl es splayed out.
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Q TAM CAPTAI N
Thank you.

He wal ks slowy over to Y'Ilan.

CRCSS
Y' I an, what are you doi ng?

Y' LAN
This is the Qtam position of

surrender, Captain. | cannot allow
the Enterprise to be destroyed.

CRGCSS
But. ..

The Qtam Captain places a bracelet on Y lan's tentacle and
then speaks as if to air.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
M ssi on acconplished. Return to
shi p.

Then all the Qtam, Y lan and the attackers, shimer out of
exi stence. Cross instantly taps his comm badge.

CRCSS
Talora, did you get a trace?

I NT. BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS

Tal ora and Sukothai, as before. Sukothai |ooks at Tal ora
and shakes her head.

TALORA
No, Captain, we didn't.

I NT. ENG NEERI NG - - CONTI NUQUS

As before. Cross |ooks around at the ness, as Grey cradles
Boyl e' s unconsci ous form and Dojar, Kinnan, and the guards
| ook on, amazed at what's happened.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
We've [ ost them

ON CRCSS' S FACE WE. . .
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE
An establishing shot of the Enterprise, stationary in space.
I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM

Gey and Elris walk in, as the rest are sitting down: Cross,
Tal ora, Dojar, Quinlan, Sukothai, and Ki nnan.

GREY
Sorry.

CROSS
It's all right, lieutenant. Howis
she?

GREY

W were |lucky, sir, she's going to
be okay. Sone internal bleeding and
a coupl e of broken bones. Doctor
Elris says she'll be out in forty

ei ght hours.

CROSS
I"mglad to hear it.

Gey and Elris sit.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Al right, what do we know?

Tal ora takes a PADD.

TALORA
Thi s evening at approximately twenty
hundred hours a vessel, whose origin
we have yet to identify, crashed
into the Shuttlebay. No scanning
instruments detected it prior to the
col I'i sion.

CRCSS
Why not ?

SUKOTHAI
Qtam in origin.

GREY
I'"'mnot sure that's true.

CROSS
Expl ai n.
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GREY
It just didn't match what we've seen
of previous Q tam vessels. Nothing
about it was the sane.

CRCSS
Y lan did say it was the Faction.

QUI NLAN
But we've net the Faction before.
They didn't have ships like this.

TALORA
The subsequent attack has left a
gaping hole in the Enterprise's
internal structure. Lieutenant?

GREY
W estimate it's going to be between
ei ght and ten weeks before the ship
is close to fully operational again.
The power of that weapon was
i ncredi bl e.

ELRI S
The plus side is, we had practically
no casualties. Beside Sarah Boyl e,
we only had the security team's
brui ses. No one el se.

CRCSS
Fortunate indeed. Okay, what can
the ship do?

GREY
We can go to warp, but we can't use
the slipstreamuntil we get some of
the decks stabilized. | don't think
the inertial danpeners are up to it.
Also, | don't think we want to be in
a fire fight any tine soon.

CRGCSS
We'l|l set a course for the nearest
St ar base.
(beat)
Now, the big question. Wy?

QUI NLAN
To take Y'I an.

CRGCSS
For what reason?

21.
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GREY
Captain, the Faction are opposed to
t he Hegenony on principle. | don't

t hink they need a reason.

CROSS
Wiy Y' | an, though? Wy not nore
i mportant Hegenony nenbers?

TALORA

How do we know they didn't?
QUI NLAN

Good point.
TALORA

I think speculating on notives at
this juncture is a waste of tinme.

QUI NLAN
I's there any way of contacting the
Hegenony?

GREY
The only way we know of is through
Y lan, or his table, and they nade
sure they destroyed that.

CROSS
Can you repair it?

GREY
(doubt ful 1'y)
| can try. | doubt it though

CROSS
Have a | ook at it. Lieutenant Kinnan,
you take charge of repairs until we
get to the Starbase.

KI NNAN
Yes, sir.
GREY
One of Sarah -- | nean, Lieutenant
Boyle's -- qualifications is in
structural engineering. She'll be
able to hel p you once she gets out.
CRGCSS

Sukot hai, do we have any | eads on
where they transported Y lan to?

SUKOTHAI
( MORE)

None.

22.
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They al |

SUKOTHAI ( CONT' D)
Modern transporter technol ogy has a
theoretical limt of a eighty thousand
kiloneters, but we don't know how
far in advanced of that the Qtam

can go.
GREY
Judgi ng by that weapon, it could be
anywher e.
QUI NLAN
Not very hel pful. The only possible
| ead we have is that ship. If it

isn't Qtam based, they have to
have got it from sonewhere. An
analysis of it mght prove useful.

CRCSS
Alright, you and Sukothai work on
that. One of our famly is m ssing,
and we nust get himback. Wat's
t he nearest Starbase?

TALORA
232. 1t'll take ten hours to get
t here.

CRCSS

Set a course and alert themwe're
com ng. Dism ssed.

NOD and stand up, filing out. Talora hangs back.
CRCOSS ( CONT' D)

Commander ?
TALORA

Captain, a word.
CRGCSS

Yes?
TALORA

I think we should be rethinking this.
CRGCSS

Wy ?
TALORA

(hesitates)
| wonder... whether we should be

| ooking for himat all.

CROSS
You had better have a very good reason
for saying that.

23.
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TALORA
You know as well as | do that Y'Ilan
has a... tarred reputation as far as
this ship is concerned.

CRGCSS
Referring to Macana?

TALORA
To Macana, and the incident involving
t he spying equi pment -- hell, even

the tine he had those visions when
Qui nlan was arrested was peculiar.

The bottomline is we don't know if
we can trust him

CROSS
| agree conpletely.

TALORA
(stops dead)
Par don?

CRGCSS
| agree conpletely. | think there
are issues of trust as far as Y' | an
i's concerned.

TALORA
You do?

CRGCSS
Yes. But at the nonent it doesn't
matter. Commander, Y'lan is a nenber
of this crew and as such we have a
responsibility to him He was taken
fromus against his wll and we have
to get him back.

TALORA
Do you think he'd feel the same if
situati ons were reversed?

CRGCSS
Absol utely not.
TALORA
Then. ..
CRGCSS
Conmander, two wongs don't neke a
right.
TALORA

Captain, Y lan nust surely have been
able to pick up the Faction ships as
( MORE)
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
t hey got closer, and yet did nothing
about them

CRCSS
He was with Gey at the time. And
Gey tells ne Y lan's been having
trouble with his table lately.

TALORA
What about that telepathic |ink they
all have?

CROSS

The whol e point of the Faction,
according to Y lan, is that they
don't have that |ink anynore.

TALORA
According to Y'lan.

CROSS
| am not | eaving him

TALCRA
Then at least let nme start an
i nvestigation.

CRCSS
The attack is already being thoroughly
i nvesti gat ed.

TALORA

Into Ylan. Wile he's away.
CRCSS

Conmmander, | cannot condone an

investigation into a crewran when he
is unable to defend hinself.

TALCRA
Capt ai n. .

CRCSS
(w th heavy enphasis)
It would be wong to take advant age
of his absence when he wasn't there

to protest.
TALORA

Do | have security clearance?
CRCSS

No.
TALORA

Al right. Thank you, Captain.
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She begins to exit the room Cross calls after her.

CROSS
If you're caught, 1'll have to place
an official caution on your record.

TALORA
I know. Sir, if I find anything?

CRCSS
| credit you with having enough
intelligence to know what to do. |
don't think Dojar's going to be that
busy until we get to the Starbase.
Just a thought.

Tal ora NODS and wal ks out. Cross | ooks out of the w ndow,
frowni ng

CUT TO
I NT. BLACK ROOM

Conmpl ete and total BLACKNESS. W see nothing, but after a
nonment hear scrabbling.

Y' LAN
Wiere am|?
Q TAM VO CE
On our ship.
Y' LAN
Why have you brought me here?
Q TAM VA CE
That wi |l be expl ai ned.
Y' LAN
Way haven't you term nated ne?
Q TAM VO CE
W w sh you no harm
Y' LAN
Then. ..
Q TAM VO CE
Al wll be explained shortly. In

the meantine, you are being
regener at ed.

The room adopts a low GLOWNthat inplies heat. W see Y |an
curled up in a corner, alnost in a defensive posture. The
roomis conpletely blank except for him-- no doors, no

wi ndows, just blank netallic walls.
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Y lan slowy gets to his feet and | ooks round the room but
there is nothing of interest. Finally, he sits in the mddle,
and allows the rays to wash over him

CUT TO
I NT. SCI ENCE LAB

Gey is working at the remains of the table. Alot of |arge
pieces with blinking lights are scattered about, and he is
running an instrument emtting a pul se over one. Quinlan
enters.

QUI NLAN
Hey, how s it going?

GREY
Slowy. It would help if | knew the
slightest thing about this ness.

QUI NLAN
What are you doing at the nonent?

GREY
Trying to find the conputer core.
If it has one. You all right?

QUI NLAN
Yeah, |'mjust wondering what this
is.

She bends down and holds up a small piece of netal with an
ol d-fashioned Starfleet insignia on it.

GREY
Ww, haven't seen one of those for a
while. Wiere'd you find it?

QUI NLAN
In the Qtam ship. Sukotha
unearthed it. Wat is it?

GREY
It's an old style SDR
QUI NLAN
SDR?
GREY

Ship Data Recorder. |t keeps a
running log of all the events on a
ship so if sonething happens to the
ship, you can use this to find out
what .
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QUI NLAN
| thought we didn't have them any
nor e?

GREY

W don't, we use the secondary
conput er core nowadays. These haven't
been in service for... nust be
getting on a hundred years. Let's

see if anything's recorded on it.

Hand me that tricorder

Quinlan does so. Gey runs it over the box. The tricorder
makes a couple of protesting blips.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Nope, it's wi ped.

QUI NLAN
Dam.

GREY
Quite inpressive really, they're
nmeant to be inpregnable to any form
of erasure.

QUI NLAN
Back to the draw ng board.

GREY
Yeah. No, just a second. Here.

He starts to get excited, and picks up the same tool he was
using before. He runs it over the box, and fires off a couple
of quick pulses. The box conmes apart in his hands, revealing
a |l ot of cables inside.

QUI NLAN
Now you' ve broken it.

GREY
No, | ook.

He points at a small series of figures in a bottom corner

GREY ( CONT' D)
Each box had an individual serial
nunber so it could always be traced.
You can use this to find what craft
that is out there.

QUI NLAN
Erik, you're a genius. [|'d kiss you
if I didn't think Boyle would thunp
ne.
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GREY
| don't think she has a thunp in her
at the nonent.

QUI NLAN
You been to see her?

GREY
Not since this norning, been trying
to westle with this.

QUI NLAN
It's now si xteen hundred hours.
GREY
I know.
QUI NLAN

Well go and see her, take a break.

GREY
A good officer does not forsake his
duties for personal reasons.

QUI NLAN
Maybe not, but a good person does.
Now get your butt up there before |
start thunping you. Go on!

29.

She points aggressively at the door. Gey |ooks at her

GREY
| suppose five mnutes...

QUI NLAN
Dam right, five m nutes.

He gets up and wal ks out. Quinlan taps her conm badge.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Quinlan to Sukothai, I think we my
have a | ead.

| NT. HOLODECK
Tal ora stands in the enpty grid.
TALORA
Conput er, begin playback, Stardate
78695. 6.

| NT. HOLCODECK -- ENG NEERI NG -- CONTI NUOUS

Around her, ENG NEERI NG shimers into exi stence,

t he attack.

CUT TO

just after
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Several MEDICS are seen attending to Boyle in the corner,
whil e Gey watches on anxiously.

TALORA
Conput er, back ten m nutes.

The i mage changes to after the Q tam have broken in, and
Y'lan is on the warp core.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Pl ay.

HOLOGRAPHI C Q TAM CAPTAI N
| amafraid there are bigger things
at stake here than just this ship.

HOLOGRAPHI C Y' LAN
Wai t!

As before, Y lan splays his tentacles out.

TALORA
Freeze.

The i mage does so. Talora slowy wal ks around it, |ooking
first at the Qtam captain, and then at Y lan. She notices
that Y lan is clutching sonething in one of his tentacles.
She frowns, and bends down, |ooking at it.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Conput er, selection. Mark.

She draws her finger around the object, and a snal
transparent gl obe appears around.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Conputer, identify object in
sel ection.

COWPUTER S VA CE
Qbjects in selection. Biomass of
species Qtam. Transmtter, of
type unidentified.

TALORA
Conputer, delete biomass in selection

Y lan's bit of tentacle in the selection di sappears. She
| ooks at what | ooks like a small round disk for a nonent
grimy, then stands up.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
(taps conm badge)
Tal ora to Captain.

CRCSS' S COW VA CE
Cross here.
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TALORA
Captain, relating to our conversation
earlier.

CRCSS' S COwW VA CE
Yes?

TALORA
I've found sonething..

Of her expression, we...

END OF ACT TWD

31.

FADE QUT.
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise flies along at warp.

| NT. READY ROOM

Talora is standing in front of Cross, who is | ooking at an
i mge on his PADD

CROSS
The bugs.
TALORA
Yes.
CROSS
He was still using them
TALORA

I ndeed. That, it would appear, is
why he was so eager to get to
Engi neeri ng.

CRGCSS
Wy ?

TALORA
Repl ayi ng the event in the hol odeck,
it woul d appear he deactivated the
| ast one just before he surrendered.

CROSS
You have to admire his presence of
m nd.
TALORA
Captain, this is a serious breach...
CRCSS

I know. But it doesn't change the
fact we nust get hi m back.

TALCRA
Capt ai n?

CROSS
Once we've got him that is the tine
to start asking questions. But |
don't think we should tell the crew.

TALORA
Why not ?
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CRCSS
In the last twenty four hours our
wor|l d has been ripped into, our ship
viol ated, one of us taken. W're
feeling pretty vul nerable at the
nmonent, and | don't think this is
the sort of thing that is going to
i mprove norale. Do you?

TALORA
No, sir.

CROSS
Can you find themall?

TALORA
Yes. Using this one, we can find
the frequency it's broadcasting on.

CRCSS
Do so, and nake sure they're put
away, permanently this tine.

TALORA
Yes, sir.

CROSS
Quinlan thinks she's found a | ead on
the craft the Hegenony used.

TALORA
Oh?

CRCSS
An ol d cargo vessel apparently.
W're trying to track down when it
was | ast seen.

TALORA
It would appear the trail is heating
up.

CRCSS

It woul d appear so.

She nods and exits. Cross | ooks pensively at the PADD i mage
of the bug.
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
(whi spering)
Y lan... what are you up to?

CUT TO
INT. Y'LAN S CELL

It is conpletely dark, but it gradually begins to |ighten.
Y LANis in one corner. W see in the opposite corner the
Q TAM CAPTAIN, slowy materialize. Y lan eyes him but
doesn' t nove.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
You cannot contact the Hegenony.
There is a barrier around the ship.

Y' LAN
Yes.

The captain scuttles closer to Y'|an.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
You are injured.

Y' LAN
Several shards of material caught in
ne.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
W will treat them

Y' LAN
Unnecessary. They do not pose a
risk to ny existence. Wiy am| here?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Pr ot ecti on.

Y' LAN
El abor at e.

The Q tam captain wal ks around the edge of the roomslowy
and deliberately, encircling Y |an.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
You were placed on board the
Enterprise. For what purpose?

Y' LAN
To study the bipeds.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
For what purpose?

Y' LAN
W are eval uating them
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Q TAM CAPTAIN
Do they wish to be eval uated?

Y' LAN
That i s not our concern.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
And what will happen when this period
of evaluation is over?

Y' LAN
|... amuncertain.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
The Hegenony did not tell you?

Y' LAN
| follow the w shes of the Hegenony.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Do you not care about the people on
t he ship?

Y' LAN
They are interesting specinens.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Is it work you' ve done before?

Y' LAN
No, | was a terrafornmer.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Then why were you put on the ship?

Y' LAN
The bi peds were famliar with me.

One on t he yessel f ound ne when
was in stasis.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
This stasis?

The room SH MVERS around them and coal esces into...
I NT. STASI S CHAMBER ( FLASHBACK) -- CONTI NUOUS

The chanber Y'lan was found in. W see CROSS wal ki ng around
it as Y LAN and the Q TAM CAPTAI N wat ch.

Y' LAN
What is the purpose of this?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
This nmonent |ives on in your m nd.
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Y' LAN
| can recall every nmonent of ny life

Q TAM CAPTAIN
But some you recall nore vividly.
Sonet hi ng troubl es you about this
one.

Y' LAN
No. It is no nore relevant to any
other incident in ny existence.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
No. It is nmuch nore relevant. One
t hing has troubl ed you since this
day, one thing the Hegenony has never
expl ained to you

Long beat, as Y'|an watches Cross slowly rel easing hinself
from the chanber.

Q TAM CAPTAI N ( CONT' D)
Wiy did they never come for you
bef or e?

Y' lan | ooks on at the inage silently.

CUT TO

I NT. SI CKBAY

Elris and AGOLI VE are pottering about in the background, as
Gey isin the foreground talking to Boyle, who is on a
bi obed.

GREY
It's like putting together a jigsaw
when you don't have the origina
picture to work from

BOYLE
Very poetic, Erik.
GREY
["msorry, it's on ny m nd.
BOYLE
Evi dently.
GREY

What's that nean?

BOYLE
It's all you' ve tal ked about since
you' ve been in here.
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GREY
Sorry.
BOYLE
Obsessed.
G ey gives her a |ook.
GREY

How nmuch | onger you here?

BOYLE
Anot her day. Don't ask nme why.
Can't wait to get out of here, the
food' s di sgusting.

GREY
Not hone cooked then?

He gives her a smle, but Boyle is not anused.

BOYLE
Don't bring that up

GREY
| won't.

G ey's badge chirps.
KI NNAN' S COW VO CE
Kinnan to Grey, we need your help on
deck ten. A gel pack just expl oded.

GREY
Onnmy way. 1'Il see you later.

BOYLE
I won't be anywhere el se.

They kiss, and Gey leaves. Elris sidles over.

ELRI S
Just need to check your vitals.

BOYLE
kay.

Elris starts to run a nedical tricorder over her

ELRI' S
So, | couldn't help noticing you and
G ey were... having words?

BOYLE

Sorry, did we shout?
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ELRI S
You shouted. He skul ked off. Trouble
in paradise?

BOYLE
No. | just wish he wouldn't talk
shop twenty four seven. He's such a
stick in the nud.

ELRI S
He certainly does things by the book.
He nmakes the captain | ook positively
rebel Ii ous.

BOYLE
(with a cheeky smle)
Ch yeah? So how are things between
you and Captain Cross these days?

ELRI S
(stiffly)
The Captain and nyself are fine.

BOYLE
So you going to get back together?
ELRI S
Not that |I'm aware of.
BOYLE
Not even a little spark of romance
agai n?
ELRI S

Way are you so interested?

BOYLE
It's not just ne. You and Cross are
the talk of the ship.

ELRI S
What ?

BOYLE
Oh cone on, it's great fun. |It's
the classic will they/won't they?
scenario. | even think Hal is taking
bets on it.

ELRI S

Real | y? And what are the odds?

BOYLE
Eight to three against. Not that
|"ve put any on, you understand.
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ELRI S
No. Well you can tell Hal, and anyone
el se, that | would appreciate it if
everyone kept their big noses out of

ot her people's business. | do not
appreci ate nmy personal affairs being
used as a cheap thrill for people to

gossip over. Your vitals are fine.

She snaps the tricorder shut slightly too hard and wal ks
off, seething. Boyle |ooks around.

BOYLE
Can't wait to get out of here..

CUT TO
I NT. STASI S CHAMBER ( FLASHBACK)

Y lan and the Qtam Captain as before. Cross has vani shed,
and Y'lan's chanber stays enpty.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
You were the first Qtam to survive
such a long period in a stasis
chamber .

Y' LAN
| amaware of this.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Are you aware of why the stasis
chanbers were not used before?

Y' LAN
They were unnecessary. Qtam do
not need to live in stasis.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Then why were they devel oped?

Y' LAN
For contingencies such as the incident
above Coular. When the Faction
attacked.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
W didn't attack you. Watch.

The scene dissol ves and changes to...

EXT. SPACE (FLASHBACK) -- CONTI NUOUS

AQTAM SH P is in orbit of Coular, the planet fromthe
pilot. A beamis emanating fromit down to the planet bel ow,

and the area it is hitting is slowy changing color to a
reddi sh br own.
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Q TAM CAPTAI N
Your shi p.

Y' LAN
Yes.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
There were people on that planet.

Y' LAN
(di sm ssively)
Bi peds.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Does that nmake them any | ess rel evant?

Y' LAN
They were interesting specinens.

Suddenly, another Q tam ship appears, and begins FIRI NG on
the first. The first hardly has tinme to react, and only
manages to get one shot off before a corner of it BURSTS
into flanes and in a slow, alnost graceful, arc, it begins
to spiral down to the planet bel ow.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
You attacked us because we were
terraform ng the planet.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Wat ch.

Y' lan turns back, and sees the second Qtam ship wait a
noment. We see a flash on the surface where the first
crashes, as the second assunes the first's position, and
starts to terraformagain, alnost as though nothing has
happened. The inmage freezes, the flash of the expl osion
suspended in the picture.

Q TAM CAPTAI N ( CONT' D)
Woul d the Faction do that?

Y' LAN
Thi s i mage has been corrupted.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
You know it hasn't been.

Y' LAN
The Hegenony had no reason to do
this.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
They did. They just didn't want you
to know.
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Y' LAN
Wy ?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
You wi |l see... soon enough. For now
you nmust rest. Your injuries wll be
attended to. W will neet again soon.

The captain shinmrers into nothingness, but |eaves the inmage
of the planet in the room Y lan walks over to it, and runs

his tentacle over the flashpoint, |ooking slightly perturbed
as we. ..

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise slowy approaches Starbase 232.

CRGCSS (V. 0)
Captain's log, stardate 78701.1. W
have reached Starbase 232, and expect
to be remaining for at | east a week.

I NT. CORRI DOR

There is a gaping hole in the floor. ENG NEERS are wor ki ng
along it, soldering bits together and generally trying to
restore it. In the foreground, Gey and Kinnan are

col | aborati ng on sonet hi ng.

CRGCSS (V.0)
Li eutenants Grey and Ki nnan are goi ng
to be working with station engineers
and they assure ne by the tinme we
| eave we will at |east be able to
use the slipstreamdrive again.
Meanwhi |l e, we are working on a
possi bl e | ead concerning the
wher eabouts of Y'Ian.

I NT. READY ROOM

Quinl an and Dojar are showi ng Cross and Talora a schematic
on a wall consol e.

QUI NLAN
It's an old Trill merchant ship,
nanmed the Zhintar. Last owner one
Lezar Brin.

CROSS
How | ong ago?

QUI NLAN
Seventy years. But do not fear, for
Sherl ock here has been hot on his
heel s.

DAJAR
Lezar Brin died sonme fifty five years
ago. However, the synmbiont |ives
on, in a doctor named Gana Brin. |
contacted the Trill Council and
managed to track her down -- she's
wor ki ng on Eart h.
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CROSS
Did you speak to her?

DAJAR
Wth difficulty. Apparently, she's
one of those Trills who doesn't |ike
tal ki ng about their former hosts --

at all. Finally, | had to pretend
to have a condition she's a speciali st
in.

CRCSS

What's she a specialist in?

DAJAR
I nter-species STDs.

CRCSS
I"msure you did it very well.

DAJAR
Anyway, after a lengthy talk I nanaged
to find out Lezar wasn't able to
sell the ship off, so he abandoned
it.

CRCSS
Wher e?

QUI NLAN
The Hellion Expanse. |It's basically
a big junk yard for traders who want
to get rid of their old craft.

CRCSS
I"ve heard of it. For years
environnental i sts have been protesting
about it, but because it's in an out
of the way area, no one's bot hered.
How far away is it?

QUI NLAN
That's the best part. It's under ten
l'ight years from here.

Cross nods sl owy.

CRCSS
Check it out. Take Gey wth you,
he knows a bit nore about detecting
Qtam energy signatures than you.

QUI NLAN
Yes, captain. Thank you, Captain.

Quinlan and Dojar turn to | eave.
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CRCSS
Good work.

Quinlan grins at him

CUT TGO
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise is docked at Starbase 232. As we watch, a
SHUTTLE departs fromthe Enterprise's shuttlebay and heads
off into warp.
I NT. SHUTTLE

Quinlan is at the helm Gey is wrking on sensors, and Doj ar
is sitting, reading a PADD

DAJAR
According to this, Dyson Corps bought
Hel lion | ast year.

GREY
Makes sense. It's a fine source of
scrap netal.

DAJAR
W really need to get permssion to
go in.

Quinlan gives hima | ook.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
(hastily)
I won't say anything if you don't.

QUI NLAN
ETA is just under an hour at present
speed. Erik, hows it com ng?

GREY
Slowy. The Qtam don't actually
give off that much thermal energy,
it's hard to configure anything to
pick themup specifically. It would
be easier to pick up a quantum phase
distortion in a warp core manifol d.

He | ooks up, smling. The other two give him bl ank | ooks.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Sorry, engineering joke. Sarah keeps
telling me | should |lighten up
sonewhat .

QUI NLAN
Nice try.
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Gey looks a little crestfallen.

CUT TO
EXT. Y LAN S CELL

The image of the planet has vanished. Y lan is sitting in
near - darkness. The Q tam Captain appears again.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Your wounds are heal ed.

Y' LAN
Yes.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
You are not pernmanently danmaged.

Y' LAN
I do not have ny connection to the
Hegenony.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Nei t her do |

Y' LAN
You choose to be without it. | do
not .

Q TAM CAPTAIN
You intrigue nme. | have shown you
t hat the Hegenony have lied to you
and yet you still wish to be with
t hem

Y' LAN
| do not believe what you have said.
Way woul d they do this?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
The stasis chanber. Wre you aware
of its actions?

Y' LAN
It suspends all biological functions.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
I ncluding your link to the Hegenony.

Y' LAN
It is uninportant during stasis.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
But afterwards... Wen you were
rel eased, did you experience any
difficulties re-establishing the
link?
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Y' LAN
... was initially unsure of it.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
But when you were again... did you
noti ce anything different?

Y' LAN
No.
Q TAM CAPTAIN
I nt eresting.
The room i nmage changes again, until it turns into a |arge

di spl ay of seemingly randominages: there are doubl e helixes,
bubbl es of matter, seemingly areas of the roomthat are sliced
open, all in a weird aqua |ight.

Y' LAN
What is the purpose of this?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
The di nmensions. El even independent
aspects toget her nmake up our
exi stence. Mdst species nove through
either four or five.

Y' LAN
Most .

Q TAM CAPTAI N
As Qtam, we understand nore about
t he hi gher di nensions than nost, if
not all, inferior species. This is
what nekes theminferior

Y' LAN
Not just that.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
We are constantly finding new ways
to exploit our greater know edge.
Constantly expl oring.

Y' LAN
| amaware of this.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Sone di nmensions are | ess mal |l eabl e
t han others, though. Tinme, for
exanpl e.

One of the double helixes nore closer to the two Qtam.
They are constantly revol ving around each other. The captain
is able to mani pul ate the images by just touching them
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Q TAM CAPTAI N ( CONT' D)
W have al ways been aware that tine
noves in two discrete circles -- our
own interpretation of it, and the
true reality. But we have never
known how to exploit it.

Y' LAN
It is unnecessary to try and exploit
it.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
But is it? These two helixes
represent the individual and the
true passage. Let us say one of
themis Y lan. Your inmage of the
passi ng of tine.

Y' LAN
| do not inmegine ny inmage is any
different to any other Qtam's.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
No, you wouldn't. But what happens
when your interpretation of tine
stops for a period?

Y' LAN
In the stasis chanber?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Exactly. Your interpretation freezes.
Li ke this.

He grasps one of the helixes. The other helix continues to
revol ve, nmoving on, while the one the captain holds stays
still, obviously.

Q TAM CAPTAI N ( CONT' D)
Until the time Captain Cross rel eases
you, and you nove on again.

He rel eases the helix again, and it starts revol ving around
t he ot her one.

Q TAM CAPTAI N ( CONT' D)
But real tine has noved on. By two
hundred years. And for all the other
Qtam too.

Y' LAN
Wiy is this rel evant?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
It is relevant because you are two
hundred years out of tinme. In
everyt hi ng.
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Y' LAN
| still do not understand.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
The Hegenony knew this is what woul d
happen when they put you in the stasis
chanber. They wanted this to happen.

Y' LAN
Wy ?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
You are a Qtam tw hundred years
in the past. Even though you are in
the present to us, in your own
personal tine you are not. And when
you conmuni cate with the Hegenony
using the link, you are comunicating
with the past. Your link is, as the
bi peds woul d say, out of date.

Y' LAN
Way woul d the Hegenony want this?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Because now t hey potentially know
everything that will happen in the
next two hundred years. They know
everything that will happen on your
ship and to the gal axy as a whol e.
Al'l down to you.

Y' LAN
Way woul d they not tell me?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Why should they? They wanted a cl ean
report. |If you had know edge t hat
you were doing this, it mght have
af fected your actions, however
i nadvertently. This way, there was
no risk attached. And that is why
we cannot |et you | eave.

Y' LAN
Wy ?

Q TAM CAPTAIN
The know edge you send themis too
powerful. [If the Hegenony knows
everything that is going to occur,
they can use it to mani pul ate events
to their own end. They can
continually rewite history until
they get it to their satisfaction.
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Y' LAN
That woul d be a good thing.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
For the Qtam, yes. For anyone
else, it is nore uncertain. And we
cannot take that risk. For this
reason, you nust remain our prisoner
her e.

Y' LAN
The Hegenmony will rescue ne.

Q TAM CAPTAIN

They will not find you. As long as
you stay in this room you do not
know where we are. And that is how
it must stay. | amtruly sorry.
The Hegenony used you for their own
ends, and now we nust do the sane.
For the protection of the universe,
this is howit nust be.

(beat)
It would appear that some of your
"interesting speci nens" have cone in
search for you. | nust attend to
this.

He slowly shimers away into nothingness, as we | ook at
Y lan's face.

CUT TGO
I NT. SHUTTLE
As before. Quinlan at helm Gey and Dojar at rear consol es.
QUI NLAN
Ladi es and gentlenen, this is your
pi | ot speaki ng, we have arrived.
The shuttle breaks out of warp.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Ww, ook at it.

EXT. SPACE -- CONTI NUOUS

The Hellion Expanse is, just as it has been described, a
massi ve junkyard. Hundreds of old ships and parts of ship
hang notionless in space, rather |ike a strange asteroid
field. W see the SHUTTLE approaching at slow inpul se.

I NT. SHUTTLE -- CONTI NUOUS

As before.
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QUI NLAN
Wiy didn't | know about this place
when | wanted to hide for a while?

DQJAR
' mguessing it's because no one
told you about it?

Quinlan gives hima | ook.

QUI NLAN
Eri k, anything you have woul d be
useful round about now.

GREY
Just a second.

He makes a final correction on the consol e.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Ckay, | think this may work. |'ve
recalibrated the array to sense any
changes in the residual biodensity
of the...

He | ooks up at Quinlan and Dojar's faces which are again
bl ank.

QUI NLAN
Eri k, we don't care what you've done.
Just do the scan.

GREY
Ri ght.

He presses a button, and it suddenly blips. He | ooks up
triunmphantly.

QUI NLAN
You got thenf

GREY
There's definitely something up there.
Quite a lot of somethings, in fact.

DQJ AR
VWl | done.

QUI NLAN
Wiere are they?

GREY
A coupl e of seconds as | triangul ate.
There. About fifteen kil oneters,
dead ahead. That ship there.

Qui nl an | ooks out of the wi ndow to where G ey points.
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QUI NLAN
That | ooks |ike a Cardassi an design.

They both | ook at Dojar.

DQJAR
It is, it's a Haklon-class. dd
transport vessel. They haven't been

in service since before the Bajoran
Qccupation ended. They... used to
be used to transport people from one
pl anet to anot her.

QUI NLAN
Peopl e?

DQJAR
Bajorans. The Guls used to refer to
them as cattle ships.

QUI NLAN
Al'l right, Dojar, you know them how
do we get into then?

DAJAR
Vell, 1...

Suddenly there is a blip on the console.

QUI NLAN
W' re being hail ed.
GREY
(hastily)

Rai si ng shi el ds.

Q TAM CAPTAIN S COW VA CE
Federation ship, this is the Faction
speaking. You will desist from any
attenpts to rescue Y'lan. Not doing

so will result in your termnation
QUI NLAN
No deal. We want our crewman back

Q TAM CAPTAIN S COW VA CE
We do not wish to harmyou

QUI NLAN
Wll, that's good. W don't w sh
you to harmus either. G ve us what
we want and we'll | eave.

Q TAM CAPTAIN S COW VA CE
Not possi bl e.
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QUI NLAN
Li eutenant Grey, prepare to fire.

She shakes "no" to Gey quickly, to show she is bluffing.

Q TAM CAPTAIN S COW VA CE
You will only bring about your own
deat hs.

QUI NLAN
Not the first time we' ve heard that,
sunshine. W have three quantum
t or pedos ainmed at your starboard
bow. You have ten seconds to conply
before we blow you to Q tam heaven

She cuts off the transm ssion and | ooks at the other two.

GREY
Nice try.

QUI NLAN
Do we have three quantum torpedos?

GREY
No. We didn't have tine to | oad any
before we left. W have the phasers,
t hough.

QUI NLAN
Just as good.

She presses a consol e button.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Time's up. Wiat's it going to be?

Wthout reply, all three suddenly hear a fam|liar whine and
t hey shinmrer into nothingness.

I NT. PRI SON CELL -- CONTI NUCUS

It is alnmost completely dark as Quinlan, Gey, and Dojar
appear together. They | ook around.

QUI NLAN
I'll take that as a no, then.

Of their reactions we...
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FOUR
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FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE

A shot of the Hellion Expanse,

ACT FI VE

53.

favoring the Cardassian ship

in the foreground, with the shuttle drifting in the distance.

I NT. PRI SON CELL

As before;

Qui nlan, Dojar, and Gey. They are |ooking round.

GREY
Comms are getting through, but we

can't risk beam ng through any shields

this ship has raised.

DAJAR
They beamed us in.

GREY
Yes, and probably instantly raised
shields again. The signal fromthe
shuttl e woul d get scranbl ed.

QUI NLAN
Dojar, think. How did the Bajorans
used to escape?

DAJAR
They didn't. They died.

GREY
Not terribly helpful.

QUI NLAN
There's an escape route to every
prison, this one is no different.

DQJAR
Each cell is conpletely seal ed, just
for this reason

QUI NLAN
How did they get air in?

DQJ AR
There are m crohol es dotted al
around. Too snmall to exploit.

QUI NLAN

So, what, they transported in here?
DAJAR

Yes, they -- wait a mnute. Yes,

they did, they transported in.
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QUI NLAN
Wiy are you looking at ne like that?
I thought we al ready established we
can't transport out of here with the
shuttle.

DAJAR
Not with the shuttle's transporters,
no. Renenber, this ship is fromthe
early 2300s. The transporter
t echnol ogy was nuch | ess advanced
than it is now. They had backups,
in these cells, to keep the integrity
of the beans.

QUI NLAN
G eat! \here?

DQJAR
l... don't know.

QUI NLAN
Start | ooking.

The lights start to brighten. The Q TAM CAPTAI N shi mers
into view They quickly stand in a line and try not to | ook

guilty.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
| hope you're here to negotiate your
i mredi at e surrender.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Way do you persist in troubling us?
W only want what's best for you.

DQJ AR
What's best for us is to have our
man back!

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Ce is not a man. Your words
illustrate how little understandi ng
you have of our culture.

QUI NLAN
Can we at | east see hinf

Q TAM CAPTAIN
| do not think that would be for the
best .

QUI NLAN
W woul d feel a |ot happier returning
to our ship if we had seen that Y |an
was being treated properly.
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Beat .

Q TAM CAPTAIN
One of you nay.

DQJAR
"1l go.
GREY
| should go -- | know hi m best.
DQJAR
(poi ntedly)

No, | think it would be best if you
stayed here.

GREY
Oh. Yes, indeed. Carry on.

The Q tam captain and Dojar transport into nothingness.
INT. Y'LAN' S CELL -- CONTI NUOUS

Y lan is sitting pensively in the corner as Dojar shimers
into view. Y lan stands.

Y' LAN
Li eut enant .
DQJAR
Y lan. You all right?
Y' LAN
| am adequat e.
DQJAR

Can we talk in here?

Y' LAN
I do not believe our presence here
i nhi bits our vocalizations.

DAJAR
That's not what | neant. Are they
i stening?

Y' LAN

There are no |istening devices here.
The Faction did not see the need for
t hem

DAJAR
Wiy's it so dark in here?

Y' LAN
You forget, the Qtam do not need
light to see.

55.
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DQJAR
Ri ght.

I NT. PRI SON CELL

G ey and Quinlan are scanning the walls.

He detaches his comm badge and begins to pry it open.

Quinl an hands it over.

QUI NLAN
Snmoot h as a button. Not hing.

GREY
There nust be sonme way of detecting
it. Wit.

QUI NLAN
What are you doi ng?

GREY
A sonic pulse mght do the trick.
Open your comm channel

QUI NLAN
(taps her comm badge)
Quinlan to Gey.

GREY
Al'l right, give ne the badge.

and then wal ks al ong the wall.

He starts to run them over the wall.

GREY ( CONT' D)
If there's anything electronic in
t hese walls, the badges will give
of f a high pitched noban on their
natural frequency.

whi ne does start to emt fromthe two badges.

Qui nl an cones and bends down,

wal | .

GREY ( CONT' D)
Got it. Here, help ne to find the
edge to pry it off.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Here's the edge. Can you run your
nail init?

QUI NLAN
No.

56.

CUT TO

G ey begins to bring the two together

After a few nonents, a

runni ng her fingers along the
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She shows hi m her hands.
GREY

Perfect, | get the one wonman on the
ship who chews her nails.

He pulls and finally the panel cones off. The consol e that
is revealed is unm stakably Cardassian in origin, and is
still functioning.
GREY ( CONT' D)
Bingo. | think we're in business.
QUI NLAN
It still has power.
GREY

O course it does. The shipis
active, thus it has power. Ah-ha,
here's Dojar, so |I'm guessing that
strange reading next to himis Y |an.
Let's try.

He pushes sonme buttons, and they watch as Y' LAN and DQOJAR
materialize in front of them

GREY ( CONT' D)
Anyone call for a rescue?

DAJAR
Let's get out of here.
(taps conmm badge)
Dojar to shuttle. Lower shields.

COVPUTER S COW VO CE
Acknow edged.

QUI NLAN
Now all we have to do is find the
shi el d generat or

GREY
W don't need to. W just have to
shut the power down on the ship.
Right, Y lan?

Y' LAN
Correct.

GREY
Doj ar, engineering is usually at the
bottom of the ship, correct?

DQJAR
Yes.
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GREY
Al right, let's try this corridor
here. ..
He presses a button and they transport out...
| NT. CARDASSI AN CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUQUS

G ey, Quinlan, Dojar, and Y'lan shinmrer into view They | ook

around. It is alnost conpletely dark

QUI NLAN

Whi ch way?
Y' LAN

There is a heat source in that

di rection.
GREY

Let's go.

Suddenly there is a SHRILL SHRI EK behi nd t hem

GREY (CONT' D)
Let's go quickly.

They begin to run, as two Q TAM appear in pursuit. They run
into...

| NT. CARDASSI AN ENG NEERI NG -- CONTI NUOUS

The core is glowing, but there is no sign of anyone in there.

QUI NLAN
Eri k, you and Doj ar quickly work.
We'll hold themoff.

DQJAR
Thi s way.

They start working on a console as we hear the shrieks of
the Q TAM getting closer

DQJAR ( CONT' D)

You know, you'd think they'd have
decided to...

Suddenly Q tam appear all around them transporting in

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
...transport in.

GREY
It doesn't matter anynore. There.

He pushes a button, and the core goes dead.
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GREY ( CONT' D)
(taps conm badge)
Gey to shuttle. Energize, now
The four disappear as the Qtam nake to pounce on them
I NT. SHUTTLE -- CONTI NUQUS

G ey, Qinlan, Dojar, and Y' lan transport in.

DAJAR
Get us out of here, Quinlan.
QUI NLAN
Aye, aye, sir. Hang onto your seats.
EXT. SPACE
The shuttle goes to warp, as the Cardassian ship slowy turns
around. It pauses, and then goes to warp as well.
I NT. SHUTTLE

As before; Gey, Quinlan, Dojar, and Y'lan

DAJAR
The Qtam are in pursuit.
GREY
Those ol d shi ps power up quickly.
Y' LAN
They are fast because they want ne
back.
QUI NLAN

You don't say. Quinlan to Enterprise.
I NT. BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS
Talora is on duty; Sukothai at Ops.

TALORA
Enterprise here. Report, Lieutenant.

QUI NLAN' S COWM VO CE
W' ve got Y'lan back, but we have a
rat her unhappy Haklon freighter in
pursuit, filled with pissed-off
Qtam. W'd really appreciate sone

assi st ance.

TALORA
Understood. On our way. Helm set
a course.

( MORE)
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
(beat)
Captain Cross to the bridge.
Engi neering, what is our status?

I NT. ENG NEERI NG -- CONTI NUQUS

Ki nnan and Boyl e are wal king urgently around to the induction
core.

KI NNAN
Commander, we are not battle ready.
| would heavily reconmend we do not
engage any eneny.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Understood, M. Kinnan, but it is
not an option. Do what you can.

Ki nnan | ooks at Boyl e.

BOYLE
Suddenly I wish | was back in
Si ckbay. ..

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The SHUTTLE is in warp, closely followed by the Cardassian
shi p, which unl eashes a couple of energy bolts at them which
barely miss. The shuttle responds, but misses by quite a
mar gi n.

I NT. SHUTTLE
AS before; Quinlan, Dojar, Gey, and Y'|an.

DQJAR
| hate firing at warp.

QUI NLAN
Who knew Cardassian freighters were

SO0 ni ppy?

DAJAR
They were in a hurry when they wanted
to of fl oad Baj orans.

QUI NLAN
W' re being hailed again.

Q TAM CAPTAIN S COW VA CE
Shuttle, stand down. We will not
stop until we get Y'lan back. It is
for your own...
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Qui nl an presses a button.

QUI NLAN
Ah, shut up. | w sh he'd stop saying
that. ..

GREY

Way do they keep saying that's it
for our own good, Y'lan?

Y' LAN
They did not tell ne anything.

QUI NLAN
You're a secretive bunch, you Qtam,
aren't you?

CUT TO

I NT. BRI DGE

The bridge is dimred in the hue of red alert. Talora at
conmand, Sukothai at Ops. Cross ENTERS.

CROSS
Report .

TALORA
W' re rendezvousing with the shuttle
in approxinmately three mnutes.

CRGCSS
How s our status?

TALORA
Not good. Lieutenant Quinlan reports
that the Qtam are in a Hakl on-class
shi p.

Cross crosses over to Sukothai .

CRCSS
Sukot hai, what have we got on then®

SUKOTHAI
Looki ng now, sir. There, Hakl on-
cl ass ships. Conm ssioned 2312,
| ast one constructed in...

CRCSS
I'"'mnot interested in a historical
survey, | want to know their tactica
weaknesses.

SUKOTHAI

G ve ne a nonent, Sir.
( MORE)
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SUKOTHAI ( CONT' D)
The Cardassi ans were never very
forthcom ng on their ships bad points.

CRCSS
I ndeed. Cross to Dojar.

I NT. SHUTTLE -- CONTI NUOUS
As before; Qinlan, Dojar, Gey, and Y'Ilan.

DAJAR
Doj ar here, captain.

CROSS' S COW VA CE
Do you know anyt hi ng about these
ships at all?

DQJAR
Not nmy |line of expertise, Captain.
The only thing | can tell you is
that nost civilian ships of that
period were well known for having
weak dorsal plating.

I NT. BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS

As before; Cross by Sukothai's station, Talora by him
is at the helm

CRGCSS
Weak dorsal plating? Sukothai,
anyt hi ng?

She types away at her consol e.

SUKOTHAI
The only thing | have is that the
construction of these ships were
hanpered by the | ack of kelindide at
the tine.

CRCSS
Kel i ndi de?

SUKOTHAI
They used it primarily in the hul
plating on the nacell es.

CRCSS
So, a good place to fire would be...
t he dorsal nacelle?

TALORA
If that whole area is weak, it could
start a chain reaction

62.

Whedon
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VHEDON
Captain, we're in range of the
shuttle.
CROSS
On screen.
EXT. SPACE
The shuttle is still at warp. The pursuing ship has

noti ceably caught up with them and begins to fire a constant
streamat them They are caught suddenly, and a chunk is
ri pped away.

CUT TGO
| NT. BRI DGE
As before; Cross and Talora both standi ng, Sukothai seated.

CROSS
Ozran, get them out of there!

On the screen the shuttle suddenly EXPLODES.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Ozran, did you get then

QUI NLAN
He got us, Captain.
SUKOTHAI
Sir, we're being hail ed.
CROSS

On screen.

The bl ackness of space is replaced by the image of the Q TAM
CAPTAI N.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Capt ai n. .

CRCSS
I amnot in the mood to talk to you
Do not attenpt to board our ship,
bel i eve ne when | say we can bl ast
you out of the sky in one shot.
Consi der yourself lucky we do not do
so.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
Captain, please listen to ne. Pl ease.
You do not understand what you are
dealing with here, I...
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CRCSS
Where have | heard that one before?

As he speaks, Y'lan, Qinlan, Dojar, and Grey all enter the
bri dge.

Q TAM CAPTAIN
He will...

Suddenly, the screen goes blank. Cross turns to see Y'lan
standi ng by Sukothai's consol e.

Y' LAN
Captain, they will attenpt to board
again. They are on a mssion to
annihilate the Qtam, and will not

be st opped.
CRGCSS
Ylan, |...
SUKOTHAI
Captain, |I'mpicking up a transporter
beam
Y' LAN

We nust not allow themto board again.
They will surely destroy the
Enterpri se.

Beat .

CRCSS
Sukot hai, fire at the dorsal nacell e,
one torpedo.

SUKOTHAI
Aye, captain.

Cross turns to the screen and watches. The torpedo streaks
out of the Enterprise, and hits the nacelle. Just as they
said it would, the nacelle explodes, and triggers simlar
explosions all along the ship, which after a nonent or two
detonate the whole ship. The freighter becones a fireball.
Cross turns back to Sukot hai .

CRGCSS
Did any get on board?
SUKOTHAI
Scanning... no sir, none.
CRGCSS

Thank you. Stand down red alert.
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He turns and | ooks at Y'lan, and then retreats to his ready
room

CUT TO

EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise is once again docked at Starbase 232.

CRGCSS (V. 0)
Captain's Log, Stardate 78720.3. W
have now spent a little over a week
here, and repairs are continui ng
apace. Lieutenant G ey believes we
will be ready to | eave in another
ten days, and that we will be able
to repair the damage to the decks en
rout e.

I NT. GREY'S QUARTERS
W see Kinnan noving in, and G ey and Boyl e wel com ng him

CRCSS (V. Q)
Decks ten through sixteen are stil
off limts, and crewren whose quarters
are on those decks have been
reassigned. It goes w thout saying
t hat ot hers have been never | ess
than willing to assist. Meanwhile,
| amdeterm ned to resol ve the
situation with Y'lan once and for
all.

I NT. READY ROOM

Cross is sitting at his desk, |ooking pensive. The door
chi nes.

CRGCSS
Enter.
Y'lan enters.
Y' LAN
You requested ny presence, Captain?
CRGCSS
Yes, | did. W know you've continued

spying on us, Y Ian.

Y' LAN
| am aware of that fact, Captain.
Al of ny devices have been renoved
by Conmmander Tal or a.
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CRCSS
Yes. Y lan, we trusted you, and you
betrayed that trust.

Y' LAN
Trust is... not a Qtam concept.

CROSS
Per haps not, but on this ship we do
not follow Qtam rules, we follow
Federation ones. | don't |ike having
a menber of this crew whom | cannot
rely on.

Y' LAN
Capt ai n.

CRGCSS
Until further notice, | am having
you under surveillance twenty four a
day. Lieutenant Dojar has drawn up
arota and in addition you are to
file a report every day detailing
your activities. Is that understood?

Y' LAN
Yes, Captain. |Is that all?

CRGCSS
That is all.

Y' LAN
Thi s concept of betrayal, it was
foreign to ne before now.

CRCSS
Everyone on your world follows the
common good, | suppose?

Y' LAN
Exactly. W do what we are asked to
do, and nothing nore. [If information
is not relevant then we are not given
it.

CRGCSS
That is a very alien concept to us,
Y' | an.

Y' LAN

Yes, captain. Although | admt...
recently | amfinding it easier to
see your point of view

CRCSS
Bei ng anongst us is finally rubbing
off on you, eh?
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Y' LAN
Rubbi ng of f on ne?
CRGCSS
Never m nd.
Y' LAN
Capt ai n.
He turns to go.
CRGCSS
(1 ooki ng out the w ndow)
Y' | an.
Y' LAN
Capt ai n?
CRGCSS
Are you a threat to this ship?
Beat .
Y' LAN
| am not.
CRGCSS
That's all | wanted to hear.
D sm ssed.

67.

As Cross stares pensively out of the window, Y lan exits and

we end with his featurel ess expression as we...

END OF ACT FIVE

THE END

FADE QUT.
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