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RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - TEASER 1.
TEASER
I NT. KLI NGON D7 -- BRI DGE

The bridge, with panels flickering and conduits exposed,
rocks wth a torpedo hit. KORTAK sits in the Captain's seat,
barely holding to the sides. There are three other crew
menbers present on the bridge, K ATZ, the male navigation

of ficer, B EVRYL on Operations, and a nale officer on
tactical; a skeleton crew by any nmeasure. The "officers”
are all wearing civilian garb, not the traditional Klingon
uni f orns.

A red alert klaxon is drowned out by the noise of the battle.

KORTAK
B evryl, try hailing them again.

Anot her consol e expl odes.

B' EVRYL
It's no use.
(beat)
W're losing |ife support on al
decks.

KORTAK
Reroute |ife support to the cargo
bay and evacuate all decks. W' ve
cone too far to lose..

K ATZ
Captain, they're com ng about for
anot her pass.

KORTAK
Tactical, do we have any energy |left
in the disruptors?

Bef ore he can respond, the tactical officer's console

expl odes, throwing the officer out of his chair. He's knocked
out, and appears dead. Kortak runs over to the tactical
station and checks the officers pulse. By the tinme he stands
up at the station he is wearing a grimface.

KORTAK ( CONT' D)
Qey! Disruptors are down to 20
percent. |'ll do what |I can. Firing.

EXT. SPACE

W see the exterior of the Klingon cruiser, wth snoke pouring
out of gaping holes in the hull. It fires a weak shot at a

| arger, pristine Vor'cha class cruiser, which bounces off

t he stronger ship's shields.



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - TEASER

The Vor'cha fires a shot at the D7, directly hitting the
port nacelle.

I NT. KLINGON D7 -- BRI DGE
The ship shakes violently.

B' EVRYL
Direct hit on our port nacelle. And
now we have an incom ng torpedo.

KORTAK
Brace for inpact. 1'Il try to knock
it off course. B evryl, hows the
evacuati on goi ng?

B' EVRYL
(flustered)
Stand by-not used to handling so
many things at once.
(beat)
Everyone's either dead or in the
cargo bay.

KORTAK
(divided attention)
Stay focused, B evryl. Now shut
down life support on all other decks.
Al'l ocate the freed up power to shields
and inpulse. How far are we from
Feder ati on space?

K ATZ
About 90 seconds at present speeds.

Anot her expl osion. Snmoke pours fromthe ceiling.

KORTAK
Can you do any better than that?
K ATZ
If you give nme sone power fromthe
shields, | can get it down to 45.
KORTAK

Do it. Can we send a distress cal
across the border?

K ATZ
We only have short-range
conmuni cations on line. The nearest
Federation ship is out of range.
(short beat)
W' re nearing the border.
(urgent)
I ncom ng torpedo.



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - TEASER 3.
A torpedo grows bigger on the screen.

KORTAK
(fingers flying over
consol e)
Al l ocating additional power from
shields to the disruptors. Firing.

Seconds pass. The torpedo |oons larger. A first disruptor
bl ast bounces off the torpedo. Disruptor shots fromthe
Vor' cha continue to rock the ship.

B' EVRYL
Kortak, how are you wi th nmanua
targeting?

KORTAK

(cat chi ng on)
Good idea. Transfer power from
sensors to disruptors.

K ATZ
10 seconds to the border.

As the torpedo | oons closer..
EXT. SPACE

...a disruptor blast shoots out fromthe D7 and hits it
directly, throw ng exploding debris at the ship.

I NT. KLINGON D7 -- BRI DGE

As the crew fall to the floor fromthe shockwave produced by
t he expl osion we...

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER




RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT ONE
ACT ONE

FADE | N:

| NT. BRI DGE

The Bridge of the Enterprise is quiet. Present are CRGCSS,
TALORA, DQJAR, QUI NLAN, and SUKOTHAI .

SUKOTHAI
Captain, |I'mpicking up a Klingon
dogfight. One of the other ships
| ooks Iike it's going to cross the
bor der.

CRCSS
Who' s attacking? The Reform sts?

SUKOTHAI
I"mnot sure. A Vor'cha -- could be
a Reform st ship -- is chasing down
an ol d Dv.

CRCSS
Kl'i ngons, running? And in a D7?
Even the Reform sts can do better
t han that.

SUKOTHAI
They' re com ng up on the border quick.

CRGCSS

Open a channel

(beat)
This is Captain Cross of the
Enterprise. You are ordered not to
cross the border into Federation
space. Hostile vessel, under
interstellar |law, you nust stand
down i medi ately.

SUKOTHAI
No response, Captain.

DAJAR
The D7 is falling apart. Miltiple
hul I breaches. Life support al nost
conpletely offline. Shields and
weapons barely have enough to defl ect

space dust.

SUKOTHAI
Captain, the D7 is crossing the
bor der.

( MORE)



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT ONE

SUKOTHAI ( CONT' D)
(beat)
The Vor' cha has noved 20 kil oneters
away. They're still not answering
hai | s.

CRGCSS
I"d hoped to avoid situations |ike
this.

QUI NLAN
You're going to turn them back, aren't
you? They cone for help and you
turn them back?

CRCSS
(sighs)

Li eutenant, | want to help them

But the Inmgration Act of 2398
strictly prohibits us from accepting
any refugees into Federation space.
We're required to turn them back

It's one of the hazards of patrolling
t he border -- nasty ethical issues.

DAJAR
I've heard about this. Crewran Daroon --
(expl ai ni ng)
he's a Cardassian | wite to on the
Huntress --
(back)
He told ne his captain had to send
back a dozen Yridian refugees | ast

year .
CROSS
I knew this could cone up
(resigned)

But there's nothing I can do. W
have to send t hem back

DAJAR
(protesting)
It can't even make it back by itself.
It's in pretty bad shape, Captain.

Cross agoni zes, but his mnd is made up.

CRCSS
Then we'll have to push them The
law s the law, and | can't afford to
be maki ng enem es back hone.

QUI NLAN
| remenber a Federation where sending
t hem back could earn you a court-

martial .
( MORE)
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QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
The Federation won't last too |ong

wth "laws" like this.
TALORA
The Federation certainly is changing.
CROSS
Enough. If you' ve got a problem
take it up with the Council. W

don't nake the law, and we can't

afford to second-guess it.
(beat)

Sukot hai, hail the D7.

SUKOTHAI
One nonment. |'munsure if they have
enough power to respond.

After several seconds, the viewscreen changes, and is repl aced
with Kortak. Hs inmage is full of static, but the nessage
is com ng through

Kortak is clearly injured, as is Katz and Bev'ryl, both of
whom are still on the bridge.

KORTAK
(weakl y)
Captain, | need to request asyl um
for my crew

CRGCSS

(curtly)
["msorry, but that won't be possible.
Federation | aw prohibits us from
provi di ng refugees with any
assi st ance.

(beat)
|"msorry.

(beat)
Can you make it back into Klingon
space on your own?

KORTAK
Even if we could, it would be suicide.
W only barely nmanaged to escape.
There was a battle. Thousands of
civilians are dead. You can't send
us back.

CRCSS
Wiy are they attacking you?

KORTAK
W haven't had tine to ask them
they just started attacking us.
( MORE)



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT ONE

The viewscreen returns to an image of the ship,

damaged.

KORTAK ( CONT' D)

(breaki ng up)
We're the only survivors of the
col ony.

(defiant)
If you want us out, you're going to
have to nove us yourself. Can you
live with yourself for killing nore
than 30 civilians, Captain?

CRGCSS
(angry, upset)
Cl ose t he channel

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Sukot hai, open a channel to the
attacki ng shi p.

SUKOTHAI
["mtrying, Captain, they're not
respondi ng.

CRGCSS
Dammit. Wat can | do?

SUKOTHAI
I had M ssion Ops do a quick survey
of the law. You can treat their
injured, but if they have operating
life support, you can't bring any
heal thy civilians onboard.

CRGCSS
(points to the
Vi ewscr een)
"' m supposed to just |eave themin
t hat mangl ed t hing? Wat Kkinds of
heartl| ess bastards wote these | aws?
(beat)
Open a channel

Kortak appears on the screen.

CRCOSS ( CONT' D)
| can treat your wounded -- but then
you nust go back. And the rest of

your crew needs to stay on your ship.

KORTAK
| accept your offer. And it will
buy us nore tinme. Healing us and
then sending us to our deaths -- the
Federation is as stupid as they say.

still

heavi |l y



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT ONE

CROSS
(exasper at ed)
My hands are tied, sir. How many
wounded do you have?

KORTAK
Just the three of us on the Bridge.
The cargo bay shielded the rest.
But they're not doing too well down
t here.

CROSS

Like | said, as long as |ife support
is up, | can't bring them aboard.

(taps conm badge)
Bridge to Transporter Room -- | ock
onto the Klingon bridge and beamthe
three occupants directly to Sickbay.
Cross to Elris, prepare for Klingon
casualties, Doctor. Dojar, get a
security team down there.

OZRAN' S COW VA CE
Yes, sir.

DQIAR
Aye, Sir.

ELRIS S COW VA CE
Under st ood.

QZRAN S COW VA CE
Transport conplete.

CROSS
(taps conm badge)
Cross to Elris. Do you have the
wounded?

ELRIS S COW VA CE
Yes, Captain. They're pretty beat

up.

CRCSS
They' re refugees from Kl i ngon space.
We're going to have to send them
back under the Inmgration Act, but
we are allowed to treat them

ELRI S
"Il do what | can. But |'ve got to
tell you, know ng that they may be
dead in a few hours anyway doesn't
give ne a real incentive to speed up
t he heal i ng process.



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT ONE

CRGCSS

You can take your tine, Doctor. And
don't release thema nonent before
you have to. There may still be
sonet hing that we can do.

(taps conm badge)
Cross to the senior staff -- neet ne
in the Conference Room i mediately.
Doctor, you're excused.

(to staff on Bridge)
Dojar, Talora, Quinlan -- you're
with ne. Sukothai, you have the
Bri dge.

I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM

Cr 0ss,

Tal ora, GREY, Dojar,

t he conference table.

CRGCSS
W have a limted anount of tine to
deal with this situation. Doctor
Elris is taking her time with our
Kl'i ngon guests, but that only buys
us a few extra hours.

TALORA
Captain, | don't see that we have
much choice here. You said yourself
t hat we can not second-guess the
Federati on Council no matter how
much we may want to.

CRGCSS
(saddened)
I know.
(beat)

But there nust be sonething we can
do.

GREY
| don't see how, Captain. The law s
the law. And regardl ess of how you
may feel, they wote it for a reason.

QUI NLAN
And what reason is that? Making
sure of the death of hundreds of
i nnocents? | can't believe this.
What the hell has happened to
Starfleet?

CRCSS
You will watch your tone, Lieutenant.

CUT TO

and Quinlan are sitting around
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Qui nl an harrunphs. Cross shoots her a | ook, before Quinlan
changes her mind, and prepares to fight back.

QUI NLAN
This isn't about law, Captain. |It's
about norals and ethics, life and

death. These people, as far as we
know, they've done no harm and. .

CRGCSS
So far as we know, yes. But we don't
know everything, we only have their

wor d.
Qui nl an nods, deciding not to push the point, but still |ooks
deep in thought.
TALORA
Laws are witten for a reason.
CRGCSS
And rul es are nmade to be broken.
DQJ AR
Capt ai n.
(beat)

| agree that we're going to have to
follow the |law, but maybe we can
find sone way around it.

GREY
Wth all due respect, laws aren't
witten to "find a way around"” them

TALORA
Per haps not, Lieutenant, but we only
need to follow the letter of the
law. We are going to need to be
sure not to anger Starfleet.

CRCSS
Normally, 1'd say that we need to
followthe spirit of the |aw too.
But under these circunstances...
(beat)
I think we can at least try to do
the right thing.

GREY
(def eat ed)
They passed that |aw for a reason.
W can't just...

He trails off as Cross shoots Grey a | ook.



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT ONE

CRCSS
It's so easy to pass horrific | aws.
I"d like to see one of the politicians
who passed this bill send these people
to their deaths. | have to doubt
that they'd be this cruel in the
field. In the end it's not them
but us who have to enforce what they
si gn.

TALORA
Still, what can we do?

CRGCSS
Ckay. . .
(pauses)
Here's what we're going to do.

(beat)

Doctor Elris will hold off on
rel easing her patients as |long as
she possibly can. In the neantine,
I'"d like you to do sone research
into the law -- see if there's
anything we can do. Take whatever
personnel you need, and don't sleep
until you've found sonet hi ng.
Sukot hai will continue to try and
hail the attackers. Everyone el se,
return to your stations.

Everyone but Grey begins to stand up and | eave the room
Once the staff have left Gey | ooks up at Cross.

GREY

What are you going to tell Starfleet?
CRGCSS

Not hing, yet. |1'mgoing to hold off

contacting themfor a while.

GREY
You can't be serious. They wl|
find out about this sooner or |later,
sir, and you can not possibly --

CRGSS

(i nterrupts)
Can't possibly do what? |'mthe
captain of this ship, Lieutenant,
and I'lIl runit as | see fit.

(beat)
And you will follow nmy orders.
Under st ood?

GREY
| never questioned them sir.

11.



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT ONE 12.

CRCSS
Good. You're dism ssed.

Gey is surprised at Cross's terse tone, but does not step
in to question himthis time. Gey |ooks at Cross unsure
what to say. Cross indicates the door. Gey stands up, and
| eaves the roomin a very formal manner. As the doors close,

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT ONE




RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT TWD

FADE | N:
I NT. SI CKBAY

ACT TWD

Kortak, K atz, and B evryl are sitting on their biobeds.

KORTAK

K atz, did the nmessage to your wife
get through?

Unf or t unat

K ATZ
ely, | can't be sure. |

sent it as we were boarding the escape

transport,

and there was a | ot of

i nterference.

B' EVRYL

(soot hi ng)

I hope it

got through.
K ATZ

(raises his voice)

W will di

e anyway.

(sighs and returns to
nor mal )

And t oday

is not a good day to die.

| still have too nuch | want to do.

KORTAK

None of us are warriors, Katz. W
didn't sign up for battle -- battle

sought us
w Il never

out. But now | fear we
see our hones again.

K ATZ

| don't think there's nuch left of

our homes, Kortak. Sensors picked

up stray torpedoes slanmng into al

of the big cities on the colony...
(beat)

I ncl udi ng Gepl ak.

Kortak is shocked.
had been destroyed.

Kahl ess. ..
(beat)

They' ve ki

famli es.

It's the first he'd heard that cities

KORTAK

[led themall. Cur

Qur friends.
B' EVRYL

W nust be strong, Kortak.

( MORE)

13.



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT TWD 14.

B' EVRYL ( CONT' D)
They can kill our famlies, but they
can't take away our dignity -- unless
we | et them

KORTAK
What's the point? The Federation is
about to send us back to our deat hs!
What does staying strong prove if
we're going to die anyway?

K ATZ

You know what's even worse? For all
their lofty rhetoric, neither the
Reform sts or the Inperialists cared
enough to keep their battle away
from a popul ated pl anet.

(beat)
Makes me wonder how much they really
care.

CUT TO
I NT. CORRI DOR

Cross is wal king down the hallway. As he walks, Elris turns
into the hallway from another corridor.

CRCSS
Doct or.

ELRI S
Capt ai n.

CRCSS

I'mgoing to speak to Kortak. \Were
are you headed?

ELRI S
Al'so to Sickbay. Do you think
speaking to himis such a good idea?

CRGCSS
Why not ?

ELRI S
VWell, you're already conmtted to
sendi ng himback. | don't think

that you should put a face to the
peopl e you're going to send to their
deat hs.

CRCSS
Wth all due respect, Doctor, | don't
like it any nore than you do.

( MORE)
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
But | don't have a choice if I'm
going to keep this conmand. Tell ne
the truth, do you think the next
person Del fune sticks on this ship
woul d be any better?

They' re nearing sickbay.
ELRI' S
Vel |, chances are he'd just blindly
follow orders. Right now, | can't
really tell the difference.

Cross is visibly hurt.

CRCSS
It's not the job of starship captains
to make policy. [It's our job to

followit.

They have reached Sickbay. They pause outside the door for
a nonent .

ELRI S
If that's what you need to think to
sleep at night, Neil. But you should

take a | ook at who's nmaking those
policies -- and why.

There is a beat before Elris sighs and | ooks Cross in the
eyes.

ELRI S (CONT' D)
Open your eyes to the world around
you, Neil. Look at how ot hers see
you and how ot hers see the world.
You m ght | earn sonething.

She turns around and enters Sickbay.

[ NT. SI CKBAY -- CONTI NUQUS

Kortak, B evryl, and K atz are still talking. They becone
silent as Cross wal ks in.
KORTAK
| don't suppose you' ve changed your
m nd?
CRCSS

I have ny first officer doing research
to see if there's anything we can

do. But I'mnot holding out too

much hope.
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KORTAK
| don't understand. Wy would the
Federati on pass such a law? It's
not as if there's limted space within
Federati on borders.

CRGCSS
| can't speak for the Council, but I
believe it has to do with the
aftermath of the Sheliak War.

K ATZ
So we're being punished for another
one of the Federation's wars. How

typi cal .
CRGCSS
Like I said, | can't speak for the
Feder ati on.
B' EVRYL
Conveni ent .
CRGCSS

I need to ask you a few questions.

KORTAK
(nmock politeness)
Go right ahead.

CRCSS
Are you Reform st or Inperialist?

KORTAK
Nei t her.

CRCSS
So how did you get involved in this
battl e?

KORTAK

One of their battles got too close

to our planet. One of their ships
started using it for cover, and stray
bl asts started shattering our towns.

K ATZ
W were sone of the lucky fewto
escape the planet before the cities
wer e destroyed.

KORTAK
If you can call us | ucky.

CROSS
Vel l, what did you do to provoke the
Vor' cha into firing on you?
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He trails

KORTAK
Again, nothing. W just tried to
escape the carnage. | guess they
didn't want any w tnesses to get
awnay.

CRCSS
Wio exactly is they?

KORTAK
The ship attacking is a Vor'cha.
That means they are nost probably
I nperialist.

CRCSS
| can't believe they would do that
to their own people.
(abruptly)
| need to | eave now.

KORTAK
Captain, you nust let us in. How
can you send us back to our deaths?

CRGCSS
(exasper at ed)
| have no..
of .
KORTAK

(i nterrupts)
You've said that. There are wonen --
and children on that ship. Their
famlies lie dead in the burning
ruins of our honme. How can you send

t hem back?
CRGCSS
(snaps)
You think | don't know that?

He regai ns his conposure.

CROSS (CONT' D)
I will do everything in nmy power to
hel p you, but you nust understand
that there are higher powers in play
here then just on the Enterprise.

KORTAK
Your superiors?

CROSS
They don't know. .. yet.



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT TWD 18.

KORTAK
Then why do they need to know?

There is a LONG BEAT.

CRCSS
(i ntensely)
| need to | eave.

He gets up and wal ks to the door, a m x of frustration, anger,
and confusion on his face.

CUT TO
| NT. READY ROOM
Cross is still agitated. He's sitting at his chair.

CRCSS
Conputer, get me Admral Portman on
a secure channel

COVPUTER
Wor ki ng.  Channel established.

Port man appears on the screen

PORTMAN
Neil. Wat can | do for you?

CROSS
| thought you'd be busy.

PORTMAN
Not so much since |'ve been
transferred to this ghost town. A
ship hasn't flown past us in weeks,
| et al one docked with us. What can
| do for you?

CRGCSS

W have a situation here.

(beat)
A ship of Klingon civilians --
refugees -- just crossed the border
into Federation space. There's a
ship on the other side just waiting
to bl ow them out of space.

PORTMAN
And | et me guess, you don't want to
send them back?

CRCSS
Exactly. But the Inmmgration Act
doesn't | eave ne nuch choi ce.
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Cross real i
sayi ng.

PORTMAN
Have you contacted Admral Delfune
yet ?

CRGCSS

I was hoping to avoid having to
contact her. M experiences with
her haven't exactly been the nost

pl easant .
PORTMAN
(hal f -1 aughs)
Vell, | don't know too many people

t hat have a pl easant tine speaking
to Admral Delfune. But policy is

policy.

zes that Portman's words echo what he's been

CRGCSS
That it is.

PORTMAN
You nust send them back, Neil. Saving
these |ives now will underm ne our

entire effort.

CRGCSS
Effort?

PORTMAN
| put you on the Enterprise for a
reason, Neil. The Federation is
heading into a dark age. | need you

on that ship to keep things straight.
I know you have the norals to get

t hrough what's comng. Hell, the
fact that we're having this

conversation proves it. |If you et
t hese few people live now, billions
could die later.

CRCSS

Is that what | tell the Klingons
sitting in ny sickbay? |'m sending
themto their deaths to save

hypot hetical lives of the future?
They're not even Federation citizens,
l et alone Starfleet... how can |
order themto their deaths just |ike
that? | don't have any authority
over them hell, neither do you,
Admiral!

19.
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PORTNVAN
They're in our territory and under
our jurisdiction. The job of a
Starfleet captain isn't easy.

CRCSS
That's what |'ve been telling nyself.
But this is still inpossible...
PORTNVAN

Contact ne if you need further
assi stance. Portman out.

CRGCSS
Adm ral ?
PORTMVAN
Yes?
CRGCSS
What woul d you do?
PORTMVAN
Of the record?
CRGCSS
Of the record.
PORTMVAN
I'd do what ny heart tells nme to do.
CRGCSS
Even if it nean... twisting the | aw?
PORTMVAN
Fol | ow your heart, Neil. Follow

your heat. Portman out.

The screen goes bl ack, |eaving Cross staring at the Federation
| ogo, confused at his nentor's advi ce.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWD




RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT THREE

FADE | N:
I NT. READY

ACT THREE

ROOM

Sane as before. Cross is pacing up and down.

chi nes.

CRCSS

Cone in.

Elris enters.

CROSS ( CONT' D)

Thanks for com ng.

ELRI S
Capt ai n?

CRGCSS
| need sone advi ce.

ELRI S
About ?

CRGCSS

| just don't know what to do.

I don't want to send the refugees back, but I

what el se |

can do.

ELRI' S

The door

don't know

It's good to see you're com ng around.

But |ike you said, it isn't the job
of a Captain to nmake policy. It's
the job of politicians.

CROSS

That's true, but what can | do? |
can't just send dozens of civilians
to their deaths.

(torn)
But | also have a responsibility to
the rule of law. And to ny ability
to comand this vessel

ELRI S
I's your command nore inportant than
i nnocent |ives?

CRCSS
O course not. But...

21.
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ELRI S
(interrupting)
But what? Because that's what it
seens |ike you' re saying. Choose
now, Neil, what's nore inportant:
your career, or innocent l|ives?

CROSS
(rmore frustrated)
You' re not hel ping.

ELRI S
| amtrying to help you. But if you
want ny help, you're going to have
to get your priorities in order,
Capt ai n.

CRCSS
You think it's easy being Captain?
You think these kinds of decisions
are just black and white? What
exactly do you want nme to do?

ELRI S
| want you to recognize that the
cargo bay on that Klingon shipis
filled wth people, not political
checkers.

(beat)

Do | think it's easy? No. But
whether to |l et soneone live or die --
t hese questions transcend politica
realities. I1'ma Doctor. [|'m bound
by oath to make one, and only one,
of these decisions every day of ny
life. Sometinmes, you can fight your
way around it, but perhaps today,
it's time you looked at it fromthe
norally correct point of view You
used to know that.

CROSS
| used to be naive. Becomng a
starship captain has a way of
stripping away the naivete.

ELRI S
O maybe you're getting entangled in
the corruption that you claimto
hate. Sending that ship back to its
death -- forcing those people to
commt suicide -- how can you even
consi der that option?

22.
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CRCSS
Doctor, | suggest you return to
treating your patients, where your
expertise is needed. W' re done
here. Dism ssed.

Elris is pained, but she's still very angry at Cross.
Li kewi se, Cross is angry at Elris.
ELRI S
(sternly)
| hope you nmake the right choice,

Capt ai n.

She stands up and wal ks out of the ready room The doors
cl ose.

CUT TO
INT. M SSION OPS

The normal ly bustling roomis enpty except Tal ora, Dojar,
LESM, and JONESS.

LESM
Commander, we've been going at this
for hours. We need a break.

TALORA
Agr eed.

The four of themstand up, practically stretching. It's
cl ear none of them got any sleep since the beginning of the
refugee situation, and it's beginning to show.

Joness wal ks over to the replicator on the wall.

JONESS
Wat er, col d.

Water materializes. Joness drinks it.

JONESS ( CONT' D)
Ahhhhh. At least the replicators do
wat er right.

LESM
You know, | really can't understand
t he purpose of this law. \Wat exactly

were they thinking when they wote
it?

DQJAR
Vell, fromwhat | renenber, they
wote it to pacify the general public.
( MORE)
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DQJAR ( CONT' D)
(beat)
During the war, the Sheliak used the
"refugee trick"” nore than once.

JONESS
Yeah. | heard that they destroyed
entire starships.

DQJ AR
That's what | heard too.

LESM
But why stop all refugees fromcom ng
t hrough? The anount of people that
have di ed because of this one |aw...

She trails off.

TALORA
W can't second-guess the Council.
They have reasons for what they do.

LESM

I'd like to see themtell those
reasons to the Klingons sitting on
death row in their cargo bay.

(beat)
I"d like to see themexplain it to
however many thousands of people
have di ed because of it.

TALORA
W're Starfleet officers. Qur job
is to follow the rules

DQJAR
(interrupting)
And speaking of the rules, we still
need to find that |oophole. Let's
get back to work.

LESM
Well, finding that |oophole would be
nore hel pful to those Klingons than
conpl ai ni ng about the | aw
(sits back down)
Let's get back to work.
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Al'l four of them begin working again, poring over thousands
of pages of law, rulings, and precedent.

CUT TO
I NT. KLINGON D7 -- CARGO BAY

Twenty seven Klingons, nostly wonen and children, are in the
cargo bay. It is a filthy place, and nost of the civilians,
havi ng been unable to keep up with personal hygiene, are
filthy as well.

The cargo bay isn't pristine either, with snoke pouring from
one corner, and sparks flying on another side.

The bay door opens. Kortak, K atz, and B evryl enter. The
peopl e becone silent. Kortak reacts to the scene with shock.

KORTAK
(horrified)
Wiere are all the men? And everyone
else? | only see about 30. Are

they all...
He trails off.

KLI NGON WOVAN
(soot hi ng)
Dead. W& were only able to get 27 of
us in here. Wthout the nen
(beat)
| doubt any of us would be here.
They saved our |ives.

KORTAK
(still horrified)
What have | done?

B' EVRYL
You saved their lives, Kort ak.

KORTAK
(quietly, to B evryl)
How do | tell themthey're all going
to die? After this.

B' EVRYL
You nust. You need to let them nake
their peace.

There is a long pause. Kortak surveys the crowd who are
gathering around him the crowmd who are | ooking up to him
aski ng himwhat to do next.

KORTAK
( pai ned)

Friends. ..
( MORE)



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT THREE 26.

KORTAK ( CONT' D)
(beat)
| have bad news.

KLI NGON MAN

(spits)
How much worse can it get?

KORTAK
Wrse. The Federation isn't going
to let us stay. They're making us go
back.

KLI NGON MAN
That's sui ci de!

KORTAK
I know. But they're not giving us
much choi ce.

KLI NGON MAN
How do they expect us to get back
across the border? In this?

KLI NGON WOVAN
| don't understand.

K ATZ
Neither can I. | had thought the
Federati on was synpathetic. Qur
warriors called them soft.

KORTAK
| don't know what to say. But we
all need to nmake our peace. Sto-vo-

kor awaits.
KLI NGON MAN
If there is such a place.
KORTAK
Wiile | don't have traditional Klingon
beliefs, I would Iike to believe
that there is an afterlife.
(beat)
Do you not find it reassuring that
your essence will live on into another
stage of existence?
KLI NGON MAN
If it is even possible.
KORTAK
Forgetting that. W wll live on.

(nods)
| may not be a warrior, but | do
bel i eve in vengeance. ..
( MORE)
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KORTAK ( CONT' D)

(beat)
And we wi |l have vengeance on those
who attacked us... Even if death is

the barrier separating us.

The Klingon man seens slightly reassured by this, but not
much. Kortak gives hima half smle

CUT TO
I NT. SI CKBAY
Elris is doing work at her desk. Cross enters.

CROSS
Doct or.
(beat)
The Kl ingons have gone.

ELRI S
| held on to themas long as | coul d.
|"msorry.

CRCSS
Dammit. We're running out of tine.

ELRI S
(col d)
| though you'd made up your m nd?

CRGCSS
| was hoping Talora would find
sonmething. | don't want to do this.

ELRI S
Then don't.

CRCSS
If we can't find a | oophole, | don't
have a choice. W can't second-guess--

ELRI' S
|'ve heard this before. Tell ne,
what great Captain hasn't second-
guessed Conmmand fromtinme to tinme?
Kirk, definitely one of the greatest,
nust have defied policy dozens of
times.

CRGCSS
Tines are different now. W' re com ng
out of one war, and trying very hard
to stay out of another. It isn't
the time to be playing the hero.
Conmand expects ne to follow the
rul es.
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ELRI S
Sormehow | doubt Henry Portman put
you here so you could blindly follow
the rul es.

CRGCSS
(rai ses voice slightly)
Who are you to say what Portnman wants?
Who are you to judge if you don't
have all the facts? | have no choi ce,
Doct or.

ELRI S
| know enough to know that | don't

know how you'd live with yourself.

Cross sighs, realizing he's raised his voice and that Elris
is trying to help, not just start an argunent.

CROSS
If you'll excuse ne, | need to see
t he Klingons.
Cross wal ks out of the room |eaving Elris brooding.
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT THREE




RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT FOUR 29.
ACT FOUR

FADE | N:

I NT. GREY'S QUARTERS

G ey and Boyle are sitting across fromeach other, eating
dinner. Gey is his usual exacting self, eating sone form
of ration or other, while Boyle is eating a steak. A bottle
of wine is between them W appear to be comng in, in the
m ddl e of a conversation..

BOYLE
Ever since we started going out you' ve
ate nothing el se but those rations.
It kind of puts a danper on a ronmantic
di nner.

GREY
Ever since the war, |'ve been hooked
on them They provide the perfect
bal ance of nutrients to keep me doing

ny job.

BOYLE
That's exactly it. This isn't about
your job. It's about...
(frustrated)
us.

G ey pours a cup of wine. He takes a sip. He is obviously
unconfortable wth the tension that Boyl e has brought between
them and there is a pause before he changes the subject.

GREY
So what do you think about those
Kl'i ngons?

BOYLE

From what | remenber, we were taught
in the Acadeny to al ways give
assi stance to ships in need.

GREY
We've got to follow the rules, Sarah.
Where woul d the Federation be if we
didn't?

BOYLE
I'd agree if the rules stayed the
same fromyear to year. But here..

GREY
Times change. Rules change. W're
officers. It's our job to follow

the rul es.
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BOYLE
| guess that's what | shoul d expect
fromyou,
(nmocki ng)
Li eutenant Gey. Al ways follow ng
the rules. Even when they don't
make any sense.

GREY
This isn't ny decision. | was just
trying to nmake conversation

BOYLE
Yeah. Conversation about work. 1'd

have thought you' d have | earned by
now.

GREY
I"m..

30.

Gey trails off, and the two continue to eat in silence.

INT. M SSION OPS

Tal ora, Dojar,

screens.
bever ages

There is a pause,

sonet hi ng.

CUT TO

Lesm , and Joness are still poring over their

It's been several nore hours, and cups of various

l[itter the area.

LESM

(i ntrigued)
Whoa.

(beat)
Conmputer. Review previous text,
last fifteen |ines.

(pause)
Pl ay agai n.

LESM ( CONT' D)
|'ve got sonething. It seens that
in the debates on the bill, there

was quite a bit of discussion on the

i ssue of repairing a refugee vessel.

TALORA
Repair? | didn't see that anywhere
in the text of the Act.

LESM
It isn't -- explicitly.

( MORE)

as the rest of themsit waiting for
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LESM ( CONT' D)
But there were quite a few Council nmen
that felt passionately about the
issue of repair. A few of them even
threatened not to pass the bill if
it stopped Captains fromoffering
humani t ari an assi st ance.

TALORA
But the act explicitly says that
captains nmay not provide any aid --
(stresses)
i ncludi ng humani tarian, to help a
ship remain in Federation space.

LESM
Exactly. They put in the words
"including humanitarian" to pacify
t he few council nen who wanted a
stricter bill. But they never passed
| anguage that would stop us from
repairing the ship, and then turning

it back.
JONESS
Donna, | never knew you were a | awyer!
LESM
(1 aughi ng)

Law was ny second choice if | didn't
get into the Acadeny.

TALORA
| see | picked the right person.
Let's keep on | ooking. See what

else we can find. | want our case
to the Captain to be as solid as a
rock.
LESM
Al right.
(beat)

Conmputer, cross reference Inmgration
Act with humanitarian assistance and
repair.
More text begins to scroll down her screen.
CUT TGO
I NT. KLINGON D7 -- CARGO BAY

Several of the Klingons, including K LEY, a male, and B KEG
a female, are yelling at Kortak.
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KORTAK
There's nothing we can do. W're in
no condition to oppose the Federation!

K' LEY
What exactly do we have to |lose? |If
we die, let's at least die with
dignity!

KORTAK
What's the dignity in dying fighting
someone who's not even our enemny?
If we die at the hands of that ship
out there, then we will have died
wi th honor.

B' KEG

Not our eneny? They are nore cruel
t han even our eneny. Qur enem es
kill us for sone political goal
Why does Captain Cross send us to
our deat hs?

(snorts)
Not our eneny.

KORTAK
We have nothing to gain by attacking
the Enterprise. Captain Cross has
assured me that they are | ooking for
a way to help us. However slimthat
chance may be, it's better than our
chances against a ship full of trained
nmen.

K ATZ
W nust be calm and accept what
will come. Let's hope Captain Cross
makes the right decision.

K' LEY
Sonehow, | doubt it.

The cargo bay doors open and Cross enters.

B' KEG
W were just speaking of you, Captain.

CRCSS
It looks Iike I'"mgoing to have to
send you back into Klingon space.

Commoti on erupts.

K' LEY
Wiy, captain? Don't you have any
pity? W have no weapons -- no arnor.

( MORE)
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K' LEY ( CONT' D)
W will die within seconds. How can
you do this? There nust be a way
you can hel p us!

CRCSS
I wish there was sonmething | could
do, | swear on ny honor that if |

could help | would. But | need to
follow ny orders.

Kley wal ks to the other side of the roomand grabs a snal
child, ten years old, back to where Cross is standing.

K' LEY
Tell that to him

CH LD
(scared)
What ' s happeni ng?

CRGCSS
(tries)
I'mgoing to have to send you back
over the...
(beat)
... back over the border.

CH LD
What happened to ny nomy?

Kortek tries to calmthe child.

KORTEK
Your monmry is in Sto-vo-kor.
CH LD
Are you sending us to Sto-vo-Kkor,

Capt ai n?

Cross can't take what he's doing, but he's convicted.

CROSS
(half to hinself)
["msorry. | don't make the rules.

Cross' comm badge beeps. He taps it.

TALORA
(over conm
Capt ai n.
(beat)

I think we've got sonething.

Cross | ooks up at the ceiling and cl oses his eyes, hoping he
may be able to take the burden off these people.
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CRCSS
Thank you, Commander. |'mon ny
way.
(to Kortek)
Let me see what | can do.

34.

Kortek nods gratefully and | ooks at the child who smles.

INT. M SSION OPS

The four researchers are stil

It's clear
they're all

sitting at their chairs.

CUT TO

t hat none of them have slept in sone tine, as

weary.

Cross enters, and the four sit up straight.

TALORA
Capt ai n.

CRGCSS
Pl ease tell me you' ve got sone good
news. | can't go back there again

wi th bad news.

LESM
Vell, the bottomline is this: you
can't let theminto Federation space,
but you're allowed to repair their
ship, solong as it's solely a
civilian ship.

CRCSS
| think we can be sure of that.

LESM
There's one catch

CRCSS
Let's hear it.

LESM
The admiralty can order you not to
repair the ship if they find out
you' re going to.

CROSS
And | can keep this a secret from
t hent?

LESM
Well, not technically. But you can't
be court-martialed for failing to
i nform them
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CROSS
Interesting. Are you sure about
t hi s?

TALORA

Everything seens to point in this
direction. But | don't think we can
be sure of anything. The council men
made sure of that when they were
witing this | aw

CRCSS
Vell, I'lIl take this under advisenent.
But it seens |like a good solution
You four did an excellent job. Go
get sone sl eep.

DAJAR
Thank you, Captain.

Al five of them|eave the room

CUT TO
I NT. CORRI DOR
Cross is by hinmself, wal king down the hallway.

CRGCSS
Cross to Gey.

GREY' S COW VO CE
G ey here.

CRCSS
What have you | earned about the
Vor' cha across the border?

GREY' S COW VO CE
Not much. Except that it's arnmed to
the teeth. M guess is that it's an
I nperialist ship, but there's not
much to distinguish the two.

CRCSS
Al right. Conmander Tal ora has
found me a | oophole allowing us to
repair the refugees' ship. Get on
it immediately.

GREY' S COW VO CE
Capt ai n?

CROSS
Start repairing their ship.
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GREY' S COW VA CE
Yes, Captain. But |'ve got to say --
there's not much | can do that'l
make it a match for the Vor'cha.

CRGCSS
Understood. But it's the best we
can do.

GREY' S COW VA CE
Understood. 1'Il get ny people on
it right away.

CRGCSS
And Li eut enant

(beat)

You only have about 5 hours before
peopl e back home will start asking
qguesti ons.

GREY' S COW VO CE
(unconfort abl e)
"1l do ny best.

CRCSS
Thank you, Lieutenant. Cross out.

Cross wal ks past the canera, leaving us with a view of the
enpty corridor

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE

FADE | N:

I NT. KLINGON D7 -- BRI DGE

The Bridge is back up and running. There are still a few
problems, but it appears to be a fully functional bridge.

Kortak, B evryl, Katz, and K ley are on the bridge.

KORTAK
How are we doi ng?

B' EVRYL
Warp core is back online. Matter-
antimatter reaction at peak
efficiency. Hull breaches are
repaired. Life support is restored..

KORTAK
(interrupting)
Are there any significant problens?

B' EVRYL
Not particularly. Everything's
wor king as well as can be expected,
given the short time we had for
repairs.

KORTAK
Al right. Order everyone back to
the cargo bay, and seal it off.

K ATZ

(taps button)
Katz to all passengers.

(beat)
Return to the cargo bay inmediately.
W are sealing off the rest of the
ship to conserve energy. Repeat.
Al'l passengers return to the cargo
bay.

KORTAK
Thank you. B evryl, what's the status
of our weapons?

B' EVRYL
They're all online. W've replicated
a full conplenment of torpedoes, and
our disruptors should be working at
full power.

K ATZ
It's still not going to be enough to
escape, is it?
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KORTAK

(sonber)
Probably not.

(1 ong pause)
But it's the best we're going to be
able to do. W were granted a second
chance. Let's do our best with it.
Qur famlies demand it.

K LEY
Everyone's reporting in the cargo
bay.

KORTAK

Seal off the rest of the ship, and
cut life support to all areas except
the bridge and the cargo bay.
Transfer excess power to the shields
and tactical systenms. [|'m going
down to the cargo bay.

The bridge doors open, and Cross wal ks in. He has a slightly
happi er di sposition.

CRCSS
Captain, is everything in order?

KORTAK
Yes. Al of our systens are
operational, thanks to you and your
crew. W owe you a great debt,
Capt ai n.

CROSS

W did what we could. | only w sh
we coul d have brought you into
Feder ati on space.

(beat)
You understand that if you survive,
you can't tell anyone about this
repair.

KORTAK
| under st and.

CRCSS
Wien will you be ready?

KORTAK
Gve ne a half hour. | need to speak
to the rest of ny "crew "

CROSS
No problem Take as long as you
need.

Cross' comm badge beeps. He taps it.



RENAI SSANCE: "Land of the Free" - ACT FlIVE 39.

SUKOTHAI
(over conm
Captain, the Vor'cha class shipis
hai I i ng us.
CROSS

Unbel i evabl e, after all this tine.
["1l be right there.

Cross nods at Kortak who nods back and sone what unsure of
hi msel f, punches his chest.

KORTAK
Q' pl a, Captain.

Cross does the sanme novenent.

CRCSS
Q' pl a, Captain.

Cross | ooks around the battered ship, before |ooking at the
occupants of the bridge.

CROSS (CONT' D)
You have a fine crew... maybe you
wll get out of this alive.

KORTAK
Maybe we will. Thank you, Captain.

Cross nods and takes one |ast | ook at the Klingon bridge,
before exiting.

CUT TO
I NT. BRI DGE
Sukot hai and several unknown crewren staff the bridge.

The doors slide open and Cross steps in. He quickly takes
hi s seat.

CRGCSS
On screen.

The screen changes, and K rev, the captain of the VOR CHA
Crui ser appears.

K' REV
(nmock pl easant ness)
Capt ai n.
CRGCSS

Captain, we've been trying to contact
you.
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K' REV
| can see that you are repairing the
refugee ship that has entered your
space. | nust demand that you stop
i medi at el y!

CROSS
By what authority?

K' REV
Your own | nmgration Act demands
t hat you send them back so we can
t ake care of them

CRCSS
Wiy don't you |let us take care of
interpreting our own | aws?

K' REV
| demand that you cease all assistance
i mredi ately.

CROSS
Vell, you're in luck. W' ve conpleted
our repairs, and they're going to
return to your space nmonmentarily.

K' REV
(suspi ci ous)
You would do well not to lie to us,
Captain. |I'msure your Admrals
woul d i ke to know what is going on
here. You are harboring known
terrorists.

CRCSS
You don't know that they're
terrorists.

K REV
And you don't know they're not.

CRCSS
Be patient, Captain. They'll be
crossing the border nmonentarily.

K REV
Excellent. Then we can finish the
job we started. They will be no
mat ch for us.

CROSS
Just out of curiosities sake, Captain;
what did they do to warrant an attack
on their vessel?

40.
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K REV
Curiosity killed the targ,

CRCSS
(sighs)

Capt ai n.

You had no reason to attack them

K REV

How coul d we not finish our attack?

CRGCSS
A m sgui ded attack! You di
intend to fire on them

K' REV
(coldly)

dn't even

But we did. And now for honors sake

t he cowards nust be kil l ed!

CRCSS

KI i ngons never cease to anaze ne...

Cross shakes his head.

K' REV
If you're fin--

CROSS
(i nterrupts)
| despise your culture. |
cowardly and quite frankly

find it
i At ur e

t hat once you've started your..
gane, that you take it upon yourselves

to finishit.
(beat)
I"'mglad that | amnot a K

I ngon.

The Kl ingon | ooks aghast at Cross's powerful attack on his

cul ture,

he doesn't know what to say,

CROSS ( CONT' D)
(col dly)
Cross out.

Cross' comm beeps.

and after a beat:

GREY' S COW VO CE
Captain, we've conpleted repairs.

They can | eave at any tine.

41.
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CRCSS
(preoccupi ed)
Thank you, Lieutenant. Cross out.

I NT. KLINGON D7 -- CARGO BAY

42.

CUT TO

The cargo bay is much inproved fromthe last tinme we saw it,

with the snmoke and sparking we saw repaired.

huddl ed into the corner, no longer willing to fight,

tal k.

Kortak | ooks around, trying to get soneone to |listen.

KORTAK
W' re about to | eave back into Klingon
space.

(beat)

The Enterprise has repaired our ship,
so we may be able to fight off that
crui ser for long enough to get to
friendly territory.

WOVAN
Honestly, Kortak, what are the chances
of that?

KORTAK

It's hard to tell, but we may have a
chance. | need all of you to stay
in here. W'Ill do what we can from
the Bridge. Pray for the best.

(beat)
If all else fails, | wish you a safe
journey to Sto-vo-kor.

WOVAN
If that's all you can offer us, go
back to the Bridge. You have nore
to do there.

has no success.

KORTAK
The Federation refuses to hel p us,
and you turn your back on them The
Federation help us and you turn your
backs on ne.

(shakes head)

I's there no pleasing any of you? |If
there was a way | could make things
better, | would. But | ask you,
woul d you appreciate that as much as
you have the Federation's generosity?
They have inproved our chances of
survival much nore then we would
have had originally.

The people are

or even
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There is a long silence.

KORTAK ( CONT' D)

What woul d you have ne do? Go up
agai nst those who hel ped repair us?
W are taking the...

(beat)
... honorable alternative.

(beat)
It appears that our beliefs about
being warriors were wong. W are
warriors. W are taking the honorable
way out and we will nore then likely
go out fighting. But to say that we
tried to defeat our enemes is a
victory! To say that we went up
agai nst a ship, five, maybe ten tines
nore powerful than us is an
achi evenent in itself! | ask you,
ny friends... are we not victorious?

There is another long silence. No one stirs. Dejected, he
turns around to head back to the turbolift. Before he does,
another child steps forward, a nmale in his md-teens.

BOY
Q' pl a, Kort ak!

Kortak turns around, and sm | es.

KORTAK
@' pl a!

Wth that Kortak exits, |eaving the Klingon boy |ooking on
at a great, honorable warrior, preparing to enter battle.

CUT TO
I NT. BRI DGE

Cross, Sukothai, and nondescript bridge officers in their
pl aces.

SUKOTHAI
Captain, the refugees are rel easing
noori ng cl anps.
(beat)
They are heading toward Klingon space.

A | ong pause.
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SUKOTHAI ( CONT' D)

Fi ve seconds to the border. The
Vor'cha is nmoving in to intercept.

I NT. KLINGON D7 -- BRI DGE

B' EVRYL
Two seconds to border.
KORTAK
Prepare to engage that ship.
K' LEY
Loadi ng torpedoes. Powering
di sruptors.
A bl ast rocks the ship.
B' EVRYL
W have crossed the border.
KORTAK
Fire at will.
| NT. BRI DGE
CRGCSS

Magni fy viewscreen to the battle.

44,

CUT TO

CUT TO

The refugee ship is firing at the Vor'cha, but making little

progress. It is attenpting to escape, but the Vor'cha
follows, quickly draining its shields.
SUKOTHAI
Captain, Admral Delfune is hailing.
CROSS
| can't speak to her. Buy nme sone
time.
SUKOTHAI
How?
CROSS

Use your inmagi nation, Lieutenant.

I NT. KLINGON D7 -- BRI DGE

CUT TO

Smoke is pouring fromthe ceiling. The ship is doing very

poorly.
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KORTAK
How are our warp engi nes?
K' ATZ
They're still online.
KORTAK

Set a course away from here, and go.

CUT TO
I NT. BRI DGE

The vi ewscreen shows the devastation in the Klingon battle.
A torpedo punches a hole in the refugees' hull. The refugee
ship tries to go to warp but the Vor'cha follows, firing a

t or pedo.

Before it can nake it to warp, the torpedo catches up with
it, punching through its starboard nacelle. Another torpedo
comes in, hitting Engineering. 1In seconds, the entire ship
expl odes, lighting up the bridge.

Cross watches, in horror.
In the background:

SUKOTHAI
(mut ed)
Captain, Admral Delfune insists on
speaki ng to you.

As Cross noves back to his seat and slowmy drops into it,
the realization that all of the work, all of his brooding

over what to do sinks into him W remain like this for a
LONG BEAT before we. ..

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FIVE

THE END
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