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RENAI SSANCE: " Shadows of a New Dawn" - TEASER 1

TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE
W see nothing, only the glow of hundreds of stars, billions

nore whi ch we cannot see. The canera basks at this amazing
sight for a LONG BEAT before slowy spiraling around to see
a Federation Starbase. There is no activity around the

starbase, all is peaceful and well, and we can see people
wal ki ng past the wi ndows every so often.
CRGCSS (V. 0)
Space... the final frontier... a

vast void, filled with nothing but
dust, until one nonment during an

endl ess eternity, two atons
collided... and nade life. Al of

us, living now, and at any point in
time, in all of the different corners
of the universe, were created from

dust... Over tine, primtive life
began to devel op... and the people
gradual |y realized how their universe
was born... but still didn't see the
significance of it... all of us
brothers, all of us sisters... yet

the fight for the dust goes on..

As we listen to Cross's nonol ogue, we see a Klingon ship
decl oak and approach the starbase, before another decl oaks,
and anot her and another until we can begin to see an attack
formati on devel opi ng and headi ng towards the starbase.

At this point nusic should gradually begin to build behind
Cross's speech, that wll have reached the usual volunme by
the time it ends, nuting out any sounds or voices which we
hear. W can not hear anything, not even weapons firing...

At this point the Iead Klingon ship begins to open fire on

t he starbase, followed by another ship and another until the
fleet of ships has split into four separate waves and
surrounded the starbase, all ready to fire or firing.

| NT. STARBASE -- COWAND CENTER

The nerve center of the starbase is shaken by weapons fire
as we see the famliar turbolift doors sw sh open, giving us
a quick glance at the rider...

| NT. STARBASE -- TURBOLI FT
Looki ng out at the conmand center fromthe inside of the

l[ift, as the occupier steps outside and | ooks out at the
hi ve of activity going on around him
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EXT. SPACE

The Klingon ships continue with their attack, but the starbase
seens to be ready to bite back, with shields now rai sed,

defl ecti ng sone of the weapons which are being ained at it.
The starbase finally fires some of its own weapons, the first
t or pedoes and phasers taking sonme Klingon ships with them as

t hey di sperse into space.

| NT. STARBASE -- COWAND CENTER

The canmera swi ngs around to reveal the face of ADM RAL
PORTMAN, barking orders at his crew as he attenpts to save
his starbase and his crew from i npendi ng doom The odds
aren't good... a fleet of Klingon ships against one

st ar base. . .

EXT. SPACE

Sone of the Klingon ships veer down, heading towards the

| ower part of the starbase, and begin firing, the shields
flicker as they absorb the energy fromthe weapons being
fired, but shields are no match for the anmount of ships firing
weapons at it, and they gradually seemto slowy fade, before
goi ng out of existence all together. The Klingon ships
continue to fire, regardl ess.

| NT. STARBASE -- CORRI DOR

G ant wi ndows grace the side of the corridor, where we see

two Klingon ships gradually cone into view A fermale Starfl eet
of ficer wal ks by, before realizing what she is seeing and
beginning to run for her life as the Klingons begin to fire.
The shields don't last long and the entire section is engulfed
in flames before being blown out into space... |eaving us

with no clue to the fate of the officer..

| NT. STARBASE -- COWAND CENTER

Red alert lights flash and the crew are sweating. Portman
continues to shout orders as the conmand center shakes
vigorously. Portman | ooks down at a consol e, studying sone
readi ngs, and | ooks confused...

EXT. SPACE

W see the Klingons attacking nore of the | ower sections and
nore of them being blown out into space as they continue
with their attacks. This is an attack unlike anything we
have ever seen before, though the starbase has powerful
weapons, it is quite sinply outnunbered and out gunned, not
havi ng any support craft in orbit. The attack is purely
devast ati ng.
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| NT. STARBASE -- CREW QUARTERS

A man pulls on his Starfleet uniform before racing out of
his quarters as a woman joins him comng out of the door.
They enbrace and kiss, before quickly running out and into
the corridor. ..

| NT. STARBASE -- CORRI DOR

Sparks fly and a huge expl osi on rocks the deck and the two
shake, the man falling to the ground. He pulls hinself up
just as he | ooks behind himto see a huge fireball heading
towards them. .

| NT. STARBASE -- COWAND CENTER

The deck shakes with seem ngly the nost devastating expl osion
yet and Portman seens to shout sone famliar words... "ABANDON
SHI P" before headi ng towards another console as the rest of
the crewfile into turbolifts and emergency stairwells.

EXT. SPACE

The Kl ingons conme around for another attack, with two of the
ships veering off fromthe rest...

| NT. STARBASE -- COWAND CENTER

Only Portman and two others are left, and they tap their
consol es, performng the final weapon and damage contro
settings before racing for the turbolift...

EXT. SPACE

Escape pods fly away fromthe starbase's hull and into the
debris field where weckage fromthe starbase and destroyed
Kl'i ngon ships rest, but the Klingons aren't com ng around

for another attack as we first thought... but retreating...

| NT. STARBASE -- COWAND CENTER

Portman hurries past a huge observation port on his way to
the turbolift, and as he | ooks out his eyes widen with shock.
The two officers behind himshout for him but Portman is
notionl ess, and doesn't say anything... and the two officers
finally seeing what he is seeing, and |l et out one |ast shout,
before closing the doors and abandoning their conmandi ng
officer...

W finally see what Portman is seeing... two Klingon warships
headi ng towards the starbase, gathering speed as they head

t owards us. ..

ANGLE ON PORTNMAN

Standing in front of the window with a dunbfounded | ook on
his face, before we cut back to the window with the ships
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appearing al nost touchable, with the i mage of Portman
reflecting in the w ndow.

EXT. SPACE
The Klingon ships hit their target and there is a huge

expl osi on, sending out a SHOCKWAVE whi ch knocks all of the
escape pods off course, vaporizing nost of themas it hits

them Suddenly there is another, even bigger explosion as a

huge FLASH of white light fills the screen, and fromthis
we. . .

SMASH CUT TO BLACK

END OF TEASER




ACT ONE
FADE | N:
| NT. READY ROOM
CROSS is sitting at his desk, staring at a PADD. ELRIS is
standi ng opposite him hands clasped tightly behind her back,

| ooking straight at him He |ooks pale, before |ooking up
at her.

CRGCSS
(weakl y)
| don't know what to say.
ELRI S
["msorry, Neil. But |I've nade up
ny m nd.
CRGCSS
You didn't think of consulting ne
first?
ELRI S

There was nothing to consult you
about. This is ny decision. Mne
al one.

Cross stands up, and wal ks around the desk towards her.

CRCSS
But it affects us both, obviously.
(beat)
| thought things were better between
us now... | thought we'd nade so
much progress over this |ast year...
ELRI S
I know you do, but for nme, nothing's
changed.
He nods.
CRCSS
Even though it has for nme?
ELRI S
It looks that way. | can't keep on
pretendi ng that everything we've
been through warrants still being
your wife. | think that this |ast
year's proved that.
CRCSS

And what nmakes you think this next
year's going to be any different?
( MORE)
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There's a |

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Do you think a divorce will change
t hi ngs between us?

ELRI' S
Because |'ve been thinking about
| eaving the Enterprise.

CROSS
Leavi ng?

ELRI S
|"ve been in touch with one of ny
friends at the research base on Bajor.

A new post's opened up... |'mthinking
of applying for it.
CROSS
Oh.
ong beat.
ELRI' S

| don't know what to say to you
Neil... it's...

CRCSS
(i nterrupts)
| under st and.

ELRI S
You do?

CRGCSS
| understand that you're doing this
out of spite and that you're doing
t his because you never have wanted
to be here. This is the easy way
out for you -- you get rid of nme and
the Enterprise all in one fell swoop.

ELRI S
That's not it at all! 1've nade
friends here... I've made a life for
nyself and 1've tried nore then
ever thought | could. 1've had just
about as nmuch as | can take of you,
and |'ve had ny fair share of
experiences out here on the frontier
as well. I'mready to nove on

CRCSS
(shouts)
Then nove the hell on out of ny ready
room

Elris turns to | eave, but Cross stops her.
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CRCSS ( CONT' D)

(cal mer)
["msorry... it's difficult to accept.
ELRI S
| realize that... | knowit wll
take tine.
CRGCSS
Good.

Cross |looks at Elris, fromthe ook we can tell that he is
still inlove with her... and Elris realizes this too, and
| ooks away unconfortably.

ELRI S
' mgoing to get going.

Cross is about to say sonething when the conm CH RPS.

GREY' S COW VO CE
Gey to Captain Cross. Sir, it's

time.
Cross flinches -- he does not need this now He sighs.
CROSS
Al right, 1'll be right there.
Cross out.

He | ooks at Elris again.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
| need tine.

She nods.
CUT TO
I NT. ENG NEERI NG

There is a large crowd gathered in fromof the warp core.
There is a banner slung overhead with the words: "Open for
Busi ness Again." Anmpongst the crowd are BOYLE, KINNAN, Y'LAN
TALORA, DQJAR and QUINLAN. There is a raised dais in front
of the warp core. Everyone is talking excitedly. GREY
enters.

GREY
He's on his way. He sounded a bit...
preoccupi ed.

BOYLE
He' s al ways preoccupi ed.

A door opens, and Cross enters. The floor murnurs as he
steps up to the dais.
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CROSS
Sorry I'ma couple of mnutes |ate.

He presses on a PADD and begins to read. As he reads the
follow ng speech, we see the various expressions of the people
[istening to him

CROSS ( CONT' D)
It has been al nbst a year now since
| joined the Enterprise, a year of
change and grow h, a year of discovery
and adventure, a year of highs and a
year of lows. W have seen many
amazi ng sights, net many wonderf ul
people. W' ve given hope where before
t here was none, inspiration where
before there was only despair, and
joy where before there was only
m sery. But we have al so encountered
many probl ens, people and races who
do not share our quest for
enlightenment. Wen the Q tam
attacked us nearly seven weeks ago,
the roof caved in, both literally
and netaphorically. W didn't know
which way to turn, why this had
happened to us, why we had been
violated in this way. But now, we
have cone back, stronger than before,
with our eyes opened to the perils
that are before us, but with also a
new optim smthat whatever the future
can throw at us, we are ready to
face it. | was told that it would
be at |least two and a half nonths
before the Enterprise would be fully
fit again but now, in a feat that
t hrough the ages Enterprise engineers
have become renowned for, a mracle
has been worked, and we stand here,
just seven weeks afterwards, and can
officially declare the Enterprise
fully fit again... Lieutenant?

G ey steps forward with a piece of engineering equi pnent.
He bends down to a floorplate.

GREY
The | ast stenbolt to be fixed..

He presses the piece of equipnment into the floor panel and
there is a click.

GREY ( CONT' D)
I do now declare the Enterprise open
once agai n.
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Everyone bursts into a round of appl ause.

CRCSS
So many thanks to everyone who has
wor ked so hard over the past few
weeks, often extra shifts and in
their spare tine. The ship has never
| ooked better.

The crowd nmurmur their appreciation. Gey whispers sonething
to Cross.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Oh yes, and this is a double
celebration. As you know, at the
end of the week Lieutenant Kinnan is
| eaving us, to take up his new post
as Chief Engineer on the Leviathan.

More appl ause.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Qovi ously, we wish himwell on his
new ship. W'Ill all mss you

Both Boyle and Grey grin at Kinnan.

CROSS ( CONT' D)

However, his |eaving creates a gap
in the command structure in
engi neering. Now Lieutenant Gey is
an exenpl ary engi neer, but no man is
an island, and we needed to find
sonmeone who had the necessary
expertise to support him and..

(smling affectionately)
...the necessary patience to work
alongside him W think we have
found that officer.

(dramati c pause)
Pl ease step forward, Lieutenant Boyle.

Boyl e | ooks shocked.

BOYLE
Me?

CRCSS
| don't see any other Lieutenant
Boyl e around here, do you?

She sm |l es and wal ks forward.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Now Li eutenant Grey has al ways been
telling us what a good officer you
( MORE)
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CRCSS ( CONT' D)
are, but it was only recently, when
we' ve seen all your efforts around
the ship in the repairs, that the
rest of us have cone to appreciate
it. | don't think I could turn around
anongst the repair crews w thout
finding you in the mddle of them
directing operations and getting
your hands dirty. | think the rest
of you here woul d agree too...

A small ripple of applause.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
So, it gives ne great pleasure to
award you this.

He steps forward to her, and fixes another RANK PIP to her
collar and sm |l es.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Congrat ul ati ons.

Anot her round of appl ause.
Boyl e steps up to the podium smling.

BOYLE
Erm | don't know what to say. |
hope this pronotion is not just
because |I'm sl eeping with the boss.

Appreci ative |laughter. Gey goes noticeably red.

BOYLE ( CONT' D)
Awwy | ook, |'ve enbarrassed him
But, seriously, I"'msure Erik would
not mnd if | pointed out the debt
of gratitude we all have to Rob
Kinnan. | nmay have been there telling
everyone what to do and where to go,
but wi thout his know how, | don't
think we'd have finished anywhere
near as early. Rob, this shipis
going to mss you

More appl ause.

QUI NLAN
(whi spering to Tal ora)
I"mgetting tired of appl audi ng.
When is someone going to say how
great | an®?

Tal ora | ooks at her disapprovingly as Boyl e steps down.

10.
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CRCSS
Cerenmony's over, the party's just
getting started. See you all in Ten

For war d.
They all start to file out. Gey chats to Kinnan.

GREY
| bet the Leviathian isn't half the
ship ours is.

KI NNAN
I won't mind as long as it has only
half the excitenment this one does.

They | augh as they head out.

CUT TGO
EXT. SPACE
A massed field of DEBRIS |itters the foreground. In the
background, we see a starship approaching. It is the
LEVI ATHAN.

LEVI ATHAN S OPS OFFI CER (V. Q)
W're still getting nothing, Captain.

I NT. LEVI ATHAN -- BRI DGE

It looks practically identical to the Enterprise bridge,
except that it has practically no famliar faces on it at
all. In the hot seat is CAPTAIN JCEL. She | ooks grim

JCEL
Keep trying, Ensign.

LEVI ATHAN S OPS OFFI CER
(i n background)
Levi athan to any escape pods. Do
you copy?
(continues in
backgr ound)

She shakes her head as ADM RAL DELFUNE enters from a
turbolift.

DELFUNE
Anyt hi ng?
JCEL
No. No life signs at all. W' ve

scanned every inch of the weckage.

Del f une nods.
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DELFUNE
It |ooks |ike we've |ost them

JCEL
They coul d have been taken hostage?

DELFUNE
Any attackers causing damage |ike
this won't be very interested in
host ages, Captai n.
(beat)
Any clue on who did this?

JCEL
Several |arge pieces of debris do
not correspond with Starfleet design.

She | eads the Admral over to OPS and points out sonething
on a panel.

JOEL (CONT' D)
There is a cluster here that could
be the remains of a ship. Looks
i ke maybe they were able to take
out one with them

DELFUNE
Can we bring it aboard?

JCEL
W' re not detecting any contan nants.

DELFUNE
Good, do so. The sooner we find out
who we're dealing with, the better.

CUT TO
I NT. TEN FORWARD

There is a party atnosphere in the room The center has

been cleared of all chairs and an inpronptu dance floor |aid,
conplete with spinning mrror ball overhead. HAL, the Saurian
bartender, is behind the bar as usual; Quinlan, Cross, Talora
and Y'lan sit at one table; Gey, Boyle, Kinnan and their

engi neering friends at another; Dojar and some others are at
athird. Cross is looking distracted, while Quinlan nmaking
inroads into the table's bottle.

QUI NLAN
Thank the lord for cel ebrations.
It's the only time Hal breaks open
anyt hing other than the synthehol.

The rest exchange gl ances between thensel ves.
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Y' LAN
Captain, | amuncertain as to the

pur pose of this gathering.

CRCSS
It's a celebration, Y'Ian.

Y' LAN
What does it achi eve?

CRGSS

It nmakes peopl e happy. W are pleased
that the Enterprise is repaired, and
we are pleased our friends are making
progress in their careers, and we

want to share their happiness with

t hem

Y' LAN
Happi ness?

CRGCSS
Yes, Y'Ilan.

Y' LAN

Are you happy, Captain?
Cross | ooks at himfor a nonent.

CROSS
| am happy for ny friends.

Y' LAN

Your bioreadings do not match ot her

peopl e's here.

CRCSS

Are you sure you checked everyone?
Y' LAN

No.
CROSS

Way don't you do that then?

Y' LAN
Capt ai n.

He noves off, Cross and Tal ora | ooki ng
Y' LAN as he noves over to Gey's table.
away at a PADD while everyone else is |
telling a story.

KI NNAN

at each other. FOLLOW
Gey is tapping
I stening to Kinnan

And then the bl oody conduit expl odes,
sparks flying everywhere, the whole

( MORE)
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KI NNAN ( CONT' D)
thing's a conplete nmess, and Erik
here is sitting in the mddle of it
| ooking utterly perpl exed.

Everyone is |aughing. They all |look up at Y |an.

BOYLE

Hey, Y'lan, what can we do for you?
Y' LAN

Are you happy?
BOYLE

W are.
Y' LAN

I's Lieutenant Gey?
BOYLE

| dunno. Hey, Erik, what are you

doi ng?
GREY

Just a mnute. ..

BOYLE
Just a mnute, ny ass. Gve it here.

She snatches the PADD away from him

GREY
Hey!
Boyl e reads the PADD.
BOYLE
What is this?
GREY
It's... a poem | just had the idea
for it.
BOYLE

What's it about?

GREY
It's not finished yet.

KI NNAN
Ch conme on, Erik, let's hear it. |
didn't know you were a poet.
Everyone el se murnurs agreenent.

GREY
Al right.



RENAI SSANCE: " Shadows of a New Dawn" - ACT ONE
He stands up.

GREY ( CONT' D)
(awkwar dl y)

Oh, Boyl e,
You light up ny life,
But just |like a stenbolt,
You deliver me strife.
Sonetinmes you are efficient,
Sonetimes you aren't,
But just |ike a stenbolt,
You are a part of ny heart.
I will always |ove you,
Wher ever you may roam
Whether it be in ny tool kit
O hel ping to power ny hone.
So, Boyle, you see,
I will always |ove you,
Just as | hope that you,
WIIl always |ove ne.

The others STARE at himfor a | ong beat.

BOYLE
| don't know what to say.

KI NNAN
Stick to Engineering, Erik.

GREY
I[t's neant to be funny.

KI NNAN
Is it neant to rhyme as well?

G ey slunps in his seat, as a new dance nunber starts up.
Ki nnan stands up.

KI NNAN ( CONT' D)
(to Grey, re: Boyle)
You don't mind if | have this dance,
do you? The old assistant chief
with the new?

G ey waves them away.

GREY
Go ahead.

Ki nnan and Boyl e join the dance fl oor.

15.
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EXT. SPACE

GREY ( CONT' D)
(mutters)
Good riddance. The Leviathan's
wel cone to you

16.

CUT TO

The Levi athan holds in space at the edge of the starbase's
debris field.

I NT. LEVI ATHAN -- SCI ENCE LAB

Joel, Delfune and a LEVI ATHAN SCI ENCE OFFI CER are | ooki ng at

a large green piece of sheet netal

a forcefield.

JCOEL
There's no doubt where that's from

DELFUNE
The Kl i ngons.
(urgently)
W need to get back to the Starbase,
now.

JCEL
(taps conm badge)
Helm lay in a course to Starbase
232 and engage.

wth an insignia onit in

LEVI ATHAN HELM OFFI CER S COW VA CE

Aye sir.
JCEL
What do you think this neans?
DELFUNE
(shaki ng her head)
| don't know, Captain, | don't know.

She snaps out of her reverie.

DELFUNE ( CONT' D)
I need to go and nake a call. Inform
nme when we reach the starbase.

JOEL
Aye, sir.

I NT. TEN FORWARD

As before.

CUT TO

Cross, Talora, and Quinlan are watching Kinnan
and Boyl e dance.
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QUI NLAN
Hey, where's Lea?
CROSS
| don't think she was in a party
nood.
QUI NLAN

That's a shane, you coul d have danced
with her, eh?

She nudges Cross and wi ggl es her eyebrows. It's evident
she's had a bit to drink. Cross ignores this as his comm
badge chirrups.

SUKOTHAI S COW VO CE
Captain, we're receiving a Priority
One nessage fromthe Leviat han.
It's Admral Delfune.

Cross and Tal ora exchange gl ances.
CRCSS
Understood. 1'Il take it in ny ready
room

He gets up and wal ks out of the room Quinlan | ooks at
Tal or a.

QUI NLAN

So Talora, you fancy a dance?
TALORA

| doubt you woul d renenber the steps.
QUI NLAN

You're no fun. |'mgoing to find

Lea.
She gets up, rather unsteadily, then sits down again.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Maybe 1'11 just comm her.
(taps conm badge)
Quinlan to Elris. Quinlan to Elris.

No answer.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Conputer, |ocate Doctor Elris.

COWPUTER VO CE
Doctor Elris is in Sickbay.

17.
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QUI NLAN
That's funny. GCh well, maybe she's
dealing with a patient.

CUT TO
I NT. SI CKBAY OFFI CE

It is late, the lights are dim Elris is sitting at her
desk -- it is evident she has been crying. W see her comnm
badge lies on a corner of her desk. She is looking at a
PADD, at what though we cannot see. ATKINSON pops his head
in.
ATKI NSON
I''mgoing off shift now, Doctor

ELRI S
(assenbl es her face)
Al right, goodnight.

ATKI NSON
You okay?

He circles round to her, so that he can see what's on her
PADD. She hastily presses some buttons on it.

ELRI S
Yeah, just on the news net, getting
sonme new j our nal s.

She smles at himweakly.

ATKI NSON
Ckay, see you tonorrow.

He goes out. She turns back to her PADD, but just as she is
about to change it, her face reacts.

ELRI S
By the Prophets...

W see what she is looking at. On the PADDit has a story:
"LATE BREAKI NG NEW5: STARBASE 23 REPORTED DESTROYED. "

ELRI S (CONT' D)
Conputer, where is Captain Cross?

COVPUTER VO CE
Captain Cross is in his ready room
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Elris gets up and hurries out.

CUT TO
| NT. BRI DGE

The night shift, including Sukothai in the captain's chair,
is there. Elris rushes in fromthe turbolift.

ELRI S
Sukothai, is Neil in there?

She nods, as Cross cones out, |ooking deathly pale. He |ooks
at Elris, but doesn't see her. Wen he speaks, his voice is
weak and strai ned.

CRCSS
Sukot hai, open a ship w de channel.

SUKOTHAI
Capt ai n?

CRCSS
(tersely)
Just do it.

Sukot hai nods and indicates she has done so. Cross slunps
in Talora's chair.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
This is Captain Cross. | have just
received word from Adm ral Del fune
This morning, a little after oh nine
hundred hours, Starbase 23 was
attacked by assailants as yet unknown.
Al...

Hi s voice nearly breaks, as a single tear begins to drop
fromhis eye

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
All hands were | ost.

He finally looks at Elris, alnost inploring her to nake it
so it isn't so.

CRCSS (CONT' D)
Admral Portman i s dead.

As Elris covers her nouth in shock too and Cross fights back
the tears, we...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The ENTERPRI SE approaches a starbase (different from Starbase
23) -- the LEVIATHAN is already parked in orbit.

CRCSS (V. 0)
(flat nonotone)
Captain's Log, Stardate 78981. 2.
The Enterprise has arrived at starbase
290 as schedul ed, where an emergency
nmeeti ng has been convened to discuss
the Klingon attack yesterday norning.

| NT. STARBASE -- BRI EFI NG ROOM

Present are Cross, Joel, and Delfune. On a wall nonitor are
ADM RAL THEL (from "Unusual G rcunstances”) and ADM RAL CHI ANG
(from"The Call of Duty"), a couple of FEDERATI ON AMBASSADORS
and COUNCI LMEN, and PRESI DENT DRELL (from "Pandora's Last
Gft"), as well as the Klingon MOLAR (from "Changi ng

Synmphony™) .

MOLAR
The Reform sts have been getting
nore desperate over the past few
nonths. We've been able to track
and elimnate a nunber of their bases.
They' re | osing resources fast.

JCEL
Wiy attack us though?

DELFUNE
Attention. W're an easier target
and as supporters of the Inperialist
governnent. ..

DRELL
| wasn't aware we had fornerly
decl ared oursel ves supporters of the
I mperialists.

DELFUNE
In deed if not in word, President
Drell.

JCOEL

Declaring war on us is a bit nore
than just attention seeking, surely?

DELFUNE
Who knows what goes on in the mnds
of Klingons.

( MORE)
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DELFUNE ( CONT' D)
(nod to Ml ar)
Present conpany excepted, of course.

THEL
So what do we do?

CRCSS
We retaliate.

21.

He hasn't spoken before, and sone have forgotten he's there.

They all turn round and | ook at him

CROSS (CONT' D)
Do unto others what they do unto
you.

DELFUNE
| agree. And fast. If we don't,
we're giving thema charter to do it
again. W have to hit them and hit
t hem har d.

JOEL
Captain Mol ar, what kind of defenses
do their bases have?

MOLAR
It varies. Usually between five and
ten Negh' var class ships, maybe a
Napoch or two as well.

CHI ANG
The Thunderbird is at your disposal,
Adm ral .

DELFUNE
Thank you, Adnrial. This should be
a display of force, so we'll call in

the Scimtars, too.

CHI ANG
Admiral, that seens a bit excessive.

DELFUNE
W have to get our nmessage across,
or do | have to remnd you that it
i s because of them Henry Portman's
body is drifting in space?

Cross winces at this, and Del fune notices.

CHI ANG
We'll have to find themfirst.

JCOEL
I think we have a | ead.
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She stands up and wal ks over to a wall console and taps at
it. A starchart cones up.

JCEL (CONT' D)
W' ve been able to trace residua
warp signatures |eaving the site.
They all headed in the sanme direction,
and based on them we were able to
project their destination.

A nunber of dotted |lines span out over the starchart. One
goes through a patch of Iight.

JOEL (CONT' D)
Best guess is they went into that
nebul a.

Cross reacts when he sees it.

CRCSS
VWhich nebula is it?

JCEL
It's...

SMASH CUT TGO
INT. Y' LAN S SCI ENCE LAB

Ylan is at his science table, placidly, as Cross is standing
at him |l ooking very angry.

CROSS
(shouti ng)
...the Coular Nebula! Dd you know
they were there, Y lan? D d you?

Y' LAN
Captain, | had just come out of
stasis. | was not certain where
was, |et al one know where anybody
el se was.

CRGCSS
Y lan, | have neither the time nor

the inclination to play these ganes
with you today. Did you know the
Reform sts were in the nebul a?

Y' LAN
There were no Klingons present when
you rescued ne.

Cross | ooks at himdoubtfully. There is a beat.
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Y LAN (CONT' D)
However, the Hegenony had amassed
evi dence suggesting that they had
been there in your past.

CRCSS

Was the base still operational?
Y' LAN

| believe so.
CRCSS

You knew they were there, all this
time? People have di ed because of
this, Y lan, does that nean anything
to you?

Y' LAN
They woul d have di ed anyway. This
preoccupation with your nortality is
fascinating...

CRCSS
You are a nmenber of this crew, and
you knew they were a threat.

Y' LAN
Yes, Captain, but | was uncertain to
what exactly that threat would entail
I thought it would be intriguing to
see. You nust renenber Captain,
although I am a nenber of this crew
our priorities are rarely the sane.
| am studying your culture, nothing
nor e.

Cross swal | ows deeply.

CRCSS
Are they there now?

Y' | an says not hi ng.

CROSS ( CONT' D)

(fum ng)
Answer me, danmt, or I'll have you
t hrown out of the nearest airlock.
Y' LAN
They are still there.
CRGCSS

Were they responsible for the attack?

Y' LAN
There is a considerabl e anmount of
evi dence pointing to that concl usion.
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Cross closes his eyes, nentally counting to ten.

CRCSS
Y' | an, when we get back | am going
to have to think long and hard about
whet her | want you on ny ship any
nore. Until then, you are confined
to quarters.

Y' LAN
Captain, I...

But Cross has al ready wal ked out.
CUT TGO
EXT. SPACE

Establ i shing shot of Starbase 290. The Enterprise and
Levi athan are joi ned by the THUNDERBI RD, whi ch docks by them

CRGCSS (V. 0)
Captain's Log, supplenental. Wth
the arrival of Admral Chiang's
Thunderbird, our strike force is
buil ding. W expect the final three
ships to be here wthin the day, and
our battle plans are nearing
conpl eti on

I NT. READY ROOM

Cross is sitting working at his PADD when the door chines
goes.

CRCSS
Cone.

Qui nl an enters.

QUI NLAN
You wanted to see ne?

CRGCSS
Yes.

Quinlan sits.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
| don't believe | told you to sit.

QUI NLAN
Sorry, sir.

She quickly stands again. Cross taps at a PADD
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CRCSS
I have here personnel reports. W
keep a constant track on every single
crewran on this ship, as you well
know. Do you know who has nore
stri kes agai nst her nane than anyone
el se?

QUI NLAN
Tal or a?

Cross is not in the nood. He begins to read.

CRGCSS
Stardate 78658.0. Lieutenant Quinlan
late for shift. On arrival, her
uni form was uncl ean and her appearance
| ess than desirable. Stardate
78729.4. Lieutenant Quinlan late
for shift. Spent the first hour
shi el di ng her eyes and conpl ai ni ng
about non-existent noise. Stardate
78843.9. Lieutenant Quinlan fails
to turn up for her shift. Wen
contacted, says she has a headache
the size of Vulcan and "woul d everyone
just |eave her in peace and just
fu .."

QUI NLAN
(interrupting)
It had been a I ong night, Captain,
and | did apol ogi ze.

CROSS
You have a probl em

QUI NLAN
No, | don't.

CRCSS
Quinlan, I saw you at the party | ast

night. There were four bottles on
our table. Three of them were yours.

QUI NLAN
| enjoy a drink, Captain.

CRCSS
It's unacceptable for the Enterprise
conn officer to behave like this.

QUI NLAN
Fi ne, what do you want ne to do, go
to the counsel or or sonething?
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CRCSS
(coldly)
| don't care whether you go to a
counselor or not, | just need to
know you're going to be fit for conbat
tomorrow. | don't want a drunk on
ny bridge.

This | ack of conpassion shocks Quinlan. She's piqued by it.
QUI NLAN
(equal 'y col dly)
"1l be fine.
The comm chi rps.

JCEL' S COW VO CE
Joel to Cross, please conme to the
briefing room

CRGCSS
On ny way.
(to Quinlan as he
stands up)

W | eave at oh six hundred, you wl|
report to Sickbay at oh five hundred
for a blood test. D sm ssed.

QUI NLAN
Thanks for the concern.

CRCSS
D smi ssed, crewran.

Quinlan turns and wi thout another word | eaves the room
CUT TGO
| NT. STARBASE -- BRI EFI NG ROOM

Cross, Joel, Delfune, and Chiang are |ooking at a table with
a big battle schematic on it.

CRCSS
Y' | an has been nonitoring their
comuni cations, their base is on the
northern continent of the planet.
They al so have that old Klingon spy
station up and runni ng again.

DELFUNE
Wiy didn't you destroy that when you
had the chance?

CRCSS
Right now, | w sh we had.
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CHI ANG
The slipstream shoul d prevent them
from pi cking up our approach until
it's too |ate.

DELFUNE
Are you sure you can trust this
(spits the word out)
Qtam's word?

CRCSS
| believe so.

DELFUNE
Basing our entire battle plan on its
wor d t hough. .

CROSS
Admiral, believe ne when | say this
attack's success is the nost inportant
thing tome. | wouldn't risk it for
anyt hing. Anyt hi ng.

Del fune pauses for a nonment, considering.

DELFUNE
Then we're ready.

They all | ook at each other grimy.
CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise docked at the starbase as the canmera noves
around it.

I NT. SI CKBAY OFFI CE

Elris is seated at her desk. She doesn't |ook happy and has
atired, pained, guilt driven expression on her face. She's
deep in thought and doesn't hear the doors open, or the
footstep of feet approaching, or even the figure walking
past the gl ass.

By the tine she notices someone is at her door and who it is
it's too late as:

CROSS
Was it sonething |I did, said?

Elris slowy shakes her head, and thinks of a response.

ELRI S
This isn't anything personal.

She flinches at her choi ce of words.
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CRGCSS
(laughs bitterly)
O course it is!

ELRI S
You know what | nean!
CROSS
No. . .
(beat)
| don't
A | ong beat.
ELRI S
I mean that you haven't done anyt hing
wong. To provoke nmy actions. |'ve

just reached a tine in ny life where
| feel that I"'mready to...

Cross interrupts, finishing Elris's sentence for her

CRCSS
Move on? Yeah, you' ve nentioned
t hat .

ELRI S

It's not your fault.

CRCSS
If it's not then why are you going
through with this? Wy not get the
divorce if the time comes that you
really need it?

ELRI S
Not if. Wen, Neil. And the tine
i'S now.

Cross is obviously put back by this and there is a beat.

CRGCSS
| see.

There is a | ong pause.

CROSS (CONT' D)
I hope that we can still be friends.

ELRI S
We've already tried that...
(beat, then slowy)
...and |'ve already told you that
|'ve seriously been considering about
| eaving the Enterprise.

Cross remains silent.
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ELRI S (CONT' D)
We've tried being friends for nearly
a year now, and...
(shakes head)
W can't. W're either fighting or
stuck in a place where neither of us
can control our feelings for each

ot her. ..
CRGCSS
(i nterrupts)
So you admt that you still have
feelings for ne?
A beat .
ELRI S
Yes.
(shakes head)
No... | nean no. Not in the way you
nean.
(beat)
W had sonething, Neil, we had
sonet hing very special. | |oved
you. But now .. it's different. W
can't live in the past anynore.
It's over.

Cross throws her the PADD

CRCSS
Obvi ousl y.

ELRI S
I"mgoing to go to ny quarters --
get some rest for tonorrow.

CRCSS
It's your fault, you know.

Elris chooses to ignore himand exits. Cross continues to
stand where he is.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
It wouldn't be like this if Dani el

were still alive... if you hadn't
brought that bloody alien into our
busi ness!

(beat)
It wouldn't be like this if Henry
were still alive.

He feels his way down into Elris's chair, falls back and
| ooks at a photo that Elris has been looking at. It's of
him Elris and Portman together all smling.
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A sharp contrast to the Neil Cross and Elris Lea we now see,
as a tear rolls down Cross's cheek..

CUT TO
I NT. TURBOLI FT

And as Elris enters the turbolift, alone as a single tear
rolls down the side of her face also: It's finally over.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The star that gives out the light in the systemthat the
Starbase and the Enterprise are in goes behind the Starbase,
creating a silhouette of both the Enterprise and the Starbase.

I NT. CORRI DOR

Quinlan stonps along it, and hits a door chine. Elris opens
it.

QUI NLAN
That captain of yours has some
nerve. .

She breaks off, as she sees Elris is in floods of tears.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Hey, what's goi ng on?

Elris beckons her in.
INT. ELRIS S QUARTERS -- CONTI NUOUS

They are only dimy lit. A few |oose tissues are strewn
around the room Quinlan and Elris walk over to the sofa.

ELRI S
| feel so bad.

QUI NLAN
About Port man?

ELRI S
(shakes her head)
Yes, but not just that. Last night,
bef ore we knew what had happened, |
gave Neil divorce papers.

QUI NLAN
Oh. ..
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ELRI S
And now all this has happened, |
feel terrible that 1've done this to
him He didn't need that on top of
what ' s happened.

Qui nl an cuddl es her as she starts crying again.

QUI NLAN
Hey, come on, the Captain's a strong
guy, he'll be all right. You weren't

to know about this.

ELRI S
I'"'m.. worried about him and his
nmood. He's enotional, he reacts
with his heart, not his head. [|'m
worried about what he's going to do.

QUI NLAN
I"msure if he does anything too bad
Talora will soon let himknow Cone
on, it's going to be all right.
Everything wll work out...

Elris continues to cry over Quinlan's shoulder, and from
Quinlan's reaction we can see she is nore worried than she's
telling her. Fromthis we...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The armada is now conplete: all six ships. There is a silence
as we | ook at the ships.

I NT. TALORA' S QUARTERS
The lights are dim TALORA is asleep in her bed.

COVWPUTER VA CE
The tinme is oh five hundred hours.

Talora stirs, and rubs her eyes.

TALORA
Acknow edged, conputer.

She | eans to her bedside table and taps her conmbadge.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Talora to all senior staff. Last
mnute briefing in fifteen m nutes.

CUT TO
I NT. CGREY'S QUARTERS

Gey is sitting on the edge of the bed, hair ruffled,
obvi ously having just woken up. He peers blearily eyed
around.

GREY
Sarah? Sarah, where are you?

Reaches for his combadge.

GREY ( CONT' D)
G ey to Boyle. Were are you?

BOYLE' S COW VA CE
(too sounding a little
bl eary)
Erik. | wanted to get an early
nor ni ng wor kout before we | aunch,
get me warned up

GREY
You at the gynf

BOYLE' S COW VA CE
Yeah.
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GREY
Al right. Meet ne in Engineering
in fifteen.

BOYLE' S COW VA CE
Ckay. Boyl e out.

CUT TO
I NT. KINNAN' S QUARTERS

W see that Kinnan is, in fact, lying next to Boyle in bed,
covers discreetly over them Boyle grins at him

BOYLE
I"mgoing to mss you.

KI NNAN
You know what they say. "All good
t hings nust cone to an end." Besides,
there are plenty of other fish in
t he sea.

BOYLE
That's true.

She | eans over and kisses himlightly on the cheek.

CUT TO
I NT. SI CKBAY
At ki nson and AGOLIVE, as well as some nurses, are bustling
about as Elris enters, still pulling on her uniform
ATKI NSON
Doct or.
ELRI S

Are we all set?

AGOLI VE
W are. How many casualties are we
likely to take?

ELRI S
(j oki ngly)
What am|? Psychic?

ATKI NSON
Are we taking Klingon wounded?

Beat .
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ELRI S
No.

CUT TO
I NT. CORRI DOR

Quinlan wal ks along it, |ooking pale but determ ned. She
runs into Y LAN, who is being flanked by a SECURI TY OFFI CER

QUI NLAN
Headi ng ny way, Y'lan?

Y' LAN
It appears so.

They wal k t oget her.

Y LAN ( CONT' D)
Your bl ood pressure |evels are high.

QUI NLAN
| didn't sleep very well. Bit
tw tchy.
Y' LAN
| see.

Qui nlan gives hima weak smle.

QUI NLAN
It'Il be fine.

They enter a turbolift.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
(to conmputer)
Bri dge.

CUT TO
I NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM

Talora, Gey, and Dojar are present as Quinlan and Y'Ilan
wal k in. They all hold PADDs and Tal ora is tal king.

TALORA
We estimate mnimal resistance as
t hey shoul dn't know we are com ng
until we drop out of slipstream By
which time it'll be too late. Y lan
has supplied us with what kind of
vessel s they are nost likely to have.

DOJAR
Most i kel y?
( MORE)
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They nod.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Can't you tell us exactly? Haven't
you been nonitoring thenf

Y' LAN
Not constantly.

TALORA
W all know what we're doi ng?

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Admiral Delfune will |ead the attack
fromthe Levi at han. .

A comm chi rps.

No answer.

JCEL' S COW VO CE
Joel to Enterprise. \What is your
status?

TALORA
W are just waiting for the captain.

JCEL' S COW VO CE
VWhere is he?

TALORA
He's... on his way.

JCEL' S COW VO CE
Understood. We launch in fifteen
m nutes. Joel out.

TALORA
(taps conm badge)
Talora to Captain Cross. \Were are
you?

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Conputer, |ocate Captain Cross.

COWPUTER VO CE
Captain Cross is in his quarters.

Tal ora stands up.

35.
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TALORA
"1l go.
CUT TGO
I NT. CRCSS' S QUARTERS
No |ights at all, but the glow fromthe Starbase conmes through
the window W see Cross is sitting bolt upright on a chair,
staring ahead. In front of him on a table is a PADDwith

the picture of him Portman and Elris on it. The door opens
and Talora is revealed standing in the hall.

TALCRA
Capt ai n?

After a suspenseful pause..

CRCSS
Cone on in, Commander.

TALORA
You' re due on the bridge.

CRCSS
Not for another ten m nutes.

TALORA
You are required to make fina
pr eparati ons.

CRCSS
|'ve got a good crew... you can handl e
your sel ves.

TALORA
But the crew needs a Captain... that
is what you're here for

CRCSS
| just want some tinme alone... before
the battle.

TALORA

Under st ood.

She turns to | eave, before:

CRGCSS
Conmmander ?

TALORA
Yes, Sir?

CRGCSS

Take a seat.
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He i ndicates towards a chair, and Talora turns and sits down.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
It doesn't seemlike five mnutes
ago since you were saying that we'd
have a peaceful new year, does it?

TALORA
Apparently not.

Cross gives a half [augh.

CRCSS
A lot can happen in a few days, can't
it? Things change nore in a matter
of m nutes then they do over the
course of a whole year

TALORA
It is alot harder to contenplate
what has happened when it's persona
to you.

CRGCSS
I can't help but renenber what the
| ast words were that he said to ne...
"I fear for the future"... how right
he was.

TALORA
W all fear for the future, Captain.
It is the one great unknown.

CRCSS
Soneone once said that all we have
to fear is fear itself. But | think
the fear of the unknown is a | ot
nore powerful.

TALORA
Yet it is what drives us all. It's
what keeps us all [Iiving.

CRCSS

|'ve often wondered that. What the
point tolife is, and |I've never
found an answer.

(beat)
| thought 1'd found it, once. |
t hought that all | had to live for

was hope that things would get better
And for a while they did...

(shakes head)
But after you've lived in POW canp
for two years, what do you expect?
You soon realize that things aren't

so perfect.
( MORE)
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CRCSS ( CONT' D)

(beat)
In sone ways | wish I'd never left.
A controlled environment... things
didn't seem so random Death was
still something that hunted everyone
but apart fromthat there was nothing.
| just hoped that 1'd still be alive
the next day... then the next and
the next. | don't think I can
contenpl ate how conplicated things
are now.

TALORA
| think that a | ot of people who are
in prison canps now woul d di sagree.
Freedomis sonething we all val ue..
and that can easily be forgotten.

CRGCSS
How can there be freedomin the gal axy
when there's bastards |ike the
Ref orm sts?

There's a | ong pause.

CROSS (CONT' D)
You | ost your brother, didn't you?

TALORA
Yes.

CRGCSS

Ever since | nmet Admiral Portman
I"ve considered himthe closest thing
|"ve got to famly... and now he's
gone too. |'mbeginning to feel
i ke everyone | care for is being
targeted... and it doesn't feel right.

(beat)
Wien | was in the POWcanp sonme of
the kids there told me how | ucky I
was that | hadn't felt death before,
because |I'd never |ost anyone before
that. Because I'd clung to the hope
that my Dad and sister were stil
alive...

TALORA
I didn't know that.

CRCSS
Because | don't talk about it. |
don't talk to people about ny own
feelings very well, Commander.

( MORE)
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CRCSS ( CONT' D)
I"ve only ever found two people |like
that and now they're both slipping
away or have been taken from ne.
And | don't know where to turn

TALORA
If I'"ve | earned anything over the
past year, it's that a first officer's

job isn't just professional... it's
personal as well.
CRCSS

(hal f smles)
It sounds |ike you're volunteering
to keep nme sane, Commander.

TALORA
(j oki ngly)
If it's really necessary.

Cross half | aughs.

CRGCSS
Are we ready?
TALORA
W are.
Cross | ooks at her.
CRGCSS

Then we' d better get going.

He stands up and | ooks around his quarters before turning
around and wal king out of themw th Talora by his side.

CUT TO
I NT. BRI DGE

Quinlan is at Conn, Dojar at Tactical, Sukothai at Ops. The
turbolift doors open and Cross marches in, followed by Tal ora.

SUKOTHAI
Captain on the Bridge.
CRCSS
Sukot hai, open a channel to the

Levi at han.

After a nmonment, the Leviathan's bridge appears on the
viewscreen, with Joel and Delfune in the center seats.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Captain, Admral, sorry about the
del ay.
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DELFUNE
W are ready.

CRCSS
W have one thing to do beforehand.
Li eutenant Ki nnan, are you ready?

KI NNAN' S COW VA CE
Aye, Captai n.

CROSS
Captain Joel, we're sending you an
engi neer. Take good care of him
won't you?

JCEL
W' ||l do our best, Captain.

CUT TO
I NT. TRANSPORTER ROOM
Kinnan is on the platform and NARV OZRAN is at the controls.

OZRAN
Good | uck, Ki nnan.

KI NNAN
You t oo.

Ki nnan shimers into nothi ngness.

CUT TO
I NT. ENG NEERI NG

G ey and Boyle are working at two consol es next to each other.

GREY
Way did Lieutenant Kinnan wait until
now to be transported across?

BOYLE
(straight-faced)
| have no idea.

GREY
Ch wel | .
(taps conm badge)
The slipstreamdrive is primed
Captain, we're ready to go.

| NT. BRI DGE
As before.
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DELFUNE

(on vi ewscreen)
W are keeping an open commlink to
all ships, Captain, but nmaintain
comuni cations silence as |long as
possible. W all have our attack
plans, let's make sure we don't
deviate fromthem

CRCSS
Understood. Cross out.

The vi ewscreen turns back to the nornal view

QUI NLAN
The Leviathan is nmoving off. Course
is laidin.

CRCSS

It's payback time. Engage.
EXT. SPACE

St arbase 290 rests peacefully in the background as the
i mposi ng force of six Federation warships slowy maneuver
and, one by one, enter the slipstream

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

W see the famliar Coular Nebula |ast seen in "Aftermath.”
The SPACE STATION that we | ast saw as enpty and lifeless is
now obvi ously operational again. It is |lit and there are
several small Klingon vessels swimmng around it.

| NT. COULAR STATION -- OPS

A typical Klingon set up, all red enblens and snoke. 1In the
center of it stands CAPTAIN KOVOR. O ne of his |ackeys | ooks
up fromhis consol e.

KLI NGON OFFI CER
Captain, the Starfleet ships have
| aunched.

KOVOR
Alert the defense force.

EXT. COULAR NEBULA

As we watch, fromthe planet a defence force of KLINGON SHI PS,
one a NAPOCH cl ass and si x NEGH VARS.

| NT. COULAR STATION -- OPS
As before.
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KLI NGON OFFI CER
Captain, the defense force have noved
into position.

KOVOR
Good. Tell the rest of the col ony
to evacuate to the bunkers.

KLI NGON OFFI CER
Yes, Captain.

CUT TO
EXT. REFORM ST COLONY -- COULAR -- DAY

It is set in a lush green valley. There are about sixty
bui I di ngs spread around an area perhaps two kil oneters square.
The buil di ngs appear to have been hastily constructed but
have sone weat hering on them suggesting they have been there
for some tinme. Despite the ranshackl e appearance of the

pl ace, the colony seens lively, |like any other town on a
devel oped worl d. Klingons of both sexes and all ages are
goi ng about their business. Children play in the streets

and vendors ply their trade in a central area. Through this
tranquil scene the Klingon Oficer's voice on a tannoy breaks
t hr ough.

KLI NGON OFFI CER' S VA CE
This is Kor Station, reporting an
i mm nent Federation attack. All non-
mlitary personnel are ordered to
evacuate into the bunkers inmmediately.
| repeat, all civilians to head
i mredi ately for the underground.

The Klingons | ook at each other, and begin to head towards a
conmon goal, a large building on the side of the town. Wile
hurrying, there is no panic or pushing.

CUT TGO

| NT. COULAR STATION -- OPS

As before.
KLI NGON OFFI CER
Now what ?
KOVOR
Now we wait. How long until they
reach us?

KLI NGON OFFI CER
I"mnot sure, | think I may be
readi ng. . .
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The whol e station suddenly shakes froma violent force, and
the screens light up

KLI NGON OFFI CER ( CONT' D)
They' re here!

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The LEVI ATHAN pummel s the space station as the other five
shi ps head towards the planet. Coming to neet themare the
def ense ships, who open fire on them Soon space is lit by
a light show of green and orange fire.

I NT. BRI DGE

As before, but nowthe Bridge is |lit with the hue of red
alert.

QUI NLAN
V' ve got conpany.

CROSS
Doj ar, target the nearest ship.

SUKOTHAI
I'"mreading a mxture of Negh'var
and Napoch ships, Captain, uncertain
nunber of each.

The bridge shakes as the Enterprise is hit.

SUKOTHAI ( CONT' D)
That was a Negh' var.

DQJAR
Returning fire.

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise lets |oose a barrage of shots at the nearest
attacking ship. Another Negh' var comes to its aid, but is

di stracted by the THUNDERBI RD. The Enterprise heads for the
pl anet's northern hem sphere, where the LEVI ATHAN has al r eady
entered orbit. It becones clear the battle is splitting in
two: the Enterprise and Leviathan are heading for the north,
the rest of the Starfleet ships the south.

I NT. BRI DGE
As before.
SUKOTHAI
Captain, the Leviathan is taking

sonme serious damage to its port
nacel | e.
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CRCSS
Enterprise to Leviathan, do you need
assi stance?

JCEL' S COW VO CE
Negative Captain, continue on target.

CRCSS
Doj ar ?

DQJAR
Tar geting now.

EXT. REFORM ST COLONY -- COULAR -- DAY

The Klingons are still continuing their orderly evacuation,
when suddenly two torpedoes cone streaking through the sky
and hit one of the buildings, which erupts in a fireball.
The Kl i ngons abandon their decorum and begin to make a run
for it.

| NT. BRI DGE
As before.

DQJAR
Direct hit.

The room shakes agai n.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Captain, | cannot target both these
ships and the col ony, and the
Leviathan is having its own probl ens.

CRCSS
Sukot hai, what are the Negh'var's
weaknesses?

SUKOTHAI

They have a weak dorsal fin, their
shields are not as strong as sone
ot her cl asses, they don't handle
wel | in atnosphere, they...

CRCSS
Stop. They don't handle well in
at nosphere?

SUKOTHAI
That's right...

Short beat.

CRCSS
Qui nl an, take us down.
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QUI NLAN
Captain, I would advise strongly
agai nst that.

CRCSS
It's not open to debate, Lieutenant.
W have to shake these ships and
target that colony, you got any better
i deas?

TALORA
Captain, | really think...

CRCSS
Quinlan, do it!

Quinlan | ooks at Talora. She hesitates, and then nods.

QUI NLAN
Okay, hold onto your hats. W're
goi ng down. ..
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise, still being pursued by two Negh'vars, angles

down sharply towards the planet itself, alnost plumeting.
As the three ships descend we...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE | N:

EXT. REFORM ST COLONY -- COULAR -- DAY

The evacuation continues as intermttent phaser volleys and
t he occasional torpedo streak through the air onto the town.
A few buildings are up in snoke, but there are much fewer
Klingons still heading for the central building. On a hil
alittle away, a Klingon stands watching.

KLI NGON COLONY COVVANDER
Stotz to Kovor, evacuation nearly
conpl et e.

| NT. COULAR STATION -- OPS

Kovor and the other Klingons are |ooking strained. There is
smoke conming fromseveral of their consoles, and on the
vi ewscreen phaser fire can be seen

KOVOR
Excell ent. The Federation will not
be able to hit our bunkers fromorbit.

EXT. REFORM ST COLONY -- COULAR -- DAY
As before.

KLI NGON COLONY COMVANDER
I ndeed not. Let the dogs do their
Wwor st now. . .

Suddenly behind him we see the gigantic bulk of the
Enterprise emerging fromthe clouds, raining fire down onto
the colony. Behind it, two Negh' vor ships are giving chase.
The conmmander | ooks in awe for a nonent.

KLI NGON COLONY COMVANDER ( CONT' D)
It would seemthat today is a good
day to die after all...
Before him two new buildings erupt in a firestorm
| NT. BRI DGE
As before.
DAJAR
Captain, we have hit another two
bui | di ngs, but the Reform st ships
are still closing on us.

The bridge shudders again as they are hit.
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CRCSS
(bad-tenperedly)
Sukot hai, | thought you said these ships were no good in the
at nosphere.
SUKOTHAI

| did, Captain. Unfortunately, the
Enterprise isn't particularly hot
ei t her.

QUI NLAN
Captain, I'mgoing to pull round for
anot her pass.

EXT. REFORM ST COLONY -- COULAR -- DAY

The Enterprise swoops | ow over the town, causing such a rush
of air that the few remaining Klingons on the street are
knocked down. As debris fromthe | ess stable buildings
showers down around them the two Klingon ships al so swoop

by, still firing. The Enterprise nmaneuvers up and around.
| NT. BRI DGE
As before.

DQJAR

Shields are at sixty four percent.
Captain, it would appear we

underesti mated the weapons capability
of these ships.

TALORA
They must have been nodi fi ed.

CRCSS
Sukot hai, what |ife signs are stil
in that col ony?

SUKOTHAI
Captain, I'mpicking up a large
concentration of Klingons bel ow
gr ound.

CRCSS
Doj ar, how can we target thenf

The bridge rocks again as another shot fromthe negh' vars
hits them

DQJAR
Captain, I would like to respectfully
submit that our priority is dealing
with these warshi ps.
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CROSS
Quinlan, |ose them

QUI NLAN
(bites back a sarcastic
conment )
Any suggestions how, Captain?

CROSS
Sukot hai, what's the surroundi ng
area |ike?

SUKOTHAI
Al'l mount ai nous, Capt ai n.
CROSS
Excel I ent... Take us in.
QUI NLAN

Captain, the Enterprise is not
desi gned for tight maneuvers |ike
this...

CRCSS
| said take us in, Lieutenant.

Qui nl an si ghs.
CUT TG
EXT. REFORM ST COLONY -- COULAR -- DAY

The Enterprise swings away fromthe col ony and heads up the
valley into the snow nountains. |t goes over the top of a
peak and then ducks down. The two Negh'vars follow. The
two ships exchange nore fire as they duck and rise through

t he canyons and peaks. A stray shot or two sends showers of
snow fal ling down the nountains.

| NT. BRI DGE
As before.
SUKOTHAI

If anyone's interested, we've already
caused three aval anches.

CRCSS

Doj ar, take them out.
DAJAR

It's not easy, Captain.
CRCSS

| said take them out.
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TALORA
Captain, | would advise we retreat
back into space, this is
unnecessary. . .

CRCSS
We have a mission to fulfill
Commander, and |I'm not going to allow
anyone to stand in its way.

TALORA
Captain, I...

CRCSS
Stand down, or | wll order you to
| eave the Bridge.

Tal ora hesitates.

QUI NLAN
It's all right, Commander, | have an
i dea.

EXT. MOUNTAINS -- COULAR -- DAY

The Enterprise heads for a narrow pass between two peaks.
One Negh'var continues on a direct pursuit course, the other
veers up out of sight.

I NT. BRI DGE
As before.
DQJAR
Quinlan, 1'mjust questioning your
piloting skills, but are you sure
you can fit through there?
QUI NLAN
(concentrati ng)
Just be ready to fire at those peaks
when | say so.

DQJAR
Al right...

EXT. MOUNTAINS -- COULAR -- DAY

The Enterprise is nearly at the gap.

I NT. BRI DGE

As before. Qinlan's face is a study in concentration.

QUI NLAN
Wit... wait... now
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EXT. MOUNTAINS -- COULAR -- DAY

Just as the Enterprise reaches the pass, the phasers fire at
the two peaks. The Federation ship squeezes through just
before a mass of snow and debris fromthe two peaks tunbles
down. The Negh'var, directly behind them is caught in the
twi n aval anches. The wei ght of snow pushes it into the side
of one of the nmountains, where it CRASHES.

| NT. BRI DGE

As before.

QUI NLAN
You were saying, Dojar?

The bridge suddenly thunders again.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Danmi t !

EXT. MOUNTAINS -- COULAR -- DAY

The second Negh'var ship has reappeared, and is unleashing a
veritable torrent of disruptor fire at the ship.

I NT. BRI DGE
As before.
DQJAR
Shields are down to thirty seven
percent .
CROSS
Get us back to the col ony.
DQJAR
I"mnot sure if we'll make it with
our shields the way they are.
CROSS
Then do sonething to nake sure,
Li eut enant .
DQJAR

Doj ar to Engi neering, can you give
us any nore on the shiel ds?

I NT. ENG NEERI NG

It's a mael strom of activity, everyone rushing about, keeping
the heart of the ship running. Gey answers the hail

GREY
W could, but we'd have to divert
power fromthe phaser arrays.
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| NT. BRI DGE
As before. Dojar |ooks to Cross to guidance.

CRCSS
Do it. Quinlan's not the only one
who has good i deas.

I NT. ENG NEERI NG
As before.

GREY
Yes, Captain.
(to hinself)
W only just got the Enterprise
| ooki ng ni ce again..

EXT. MOUNTAINS -- COULAR -- DAY

The Enterprise does a long graceful arc and heads back the
way it canme. The Negh'var continues its pursuit, firing,

with the Enterprise's return fire noticeably di mmer than
before. As they swing over the | ast peak, we see the Reform st
colony valley spread out as before. It is now covered in
snoke and thick yellow flanes can be seen

| NT. BRI DGE
As before.
DQJ AR

Shields are now forty five percent.
It's the best we can do.

CRCSS
Sukot hai, where is this underground
bunker ?

SUKOTHAI

The concentration is over on the

| eft side of the colony, near that

| arge water tank. The entrance is
fromthe building in the center, but
that's not where they are.

CRCSS
Al right. Dojar, listen carefully.
This is what we're going to do..

I NT. BUNKER

A |l arge nunber of Klingons, a |lot of them wonen and chil dren,
listen to the nuffled sounds of battle from above. They

| ook at each other, the adults giving the children reassuring
| ooks.
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EXT. REFORM ST COLONY -- COULAR -- DAY

The Enterprise seens to be on a direct collision course for

the building in the center. Behind themthe Negh'var is in

cl ose pursuit.

I NT. BRI DGE

As before. The bridge continues to shake under the barrage.
CRCSS

W need to let the Negh'var get as
cl ose as possible.

DQJAR
Captain, | cannot guarantee this
wll work, nor do | agree with it...
CRGCSS
Get ready, Dojar. The range is one
kil oneter.
SUKOTHAI
Negh' var is now four kiloneters and
closing. Two point eight... Point
three... One point five...

Doj ar | ooks nervous, his finger shaking over a button in a
consol e.

SUKOTHAI ( CONT' D)
One kil oneter!

CRGCSS
Now, Doj ar!!

Dojar's finger cones down.

EXT. REFORM ST COLONY -- COULAR -- DAY

A tractor beam shoots fromthe Enterprise and traps the
Negh'var. Instantly, the Enterprise sw ngs upwards, and the
nmoment um pul I s the Negh' var down hard. It crashes into the
earth by the water tank, as the Enterprise rel eases the beam
I NT. BUNKER

The Klingons cry out as the roof caves in with the, to them
gi ant Negh'var. Alnost instantly it erupts into a huge
fireball which engulfs the whole bunker. The roof coll apses
on the hellish scene amd Klingon hows of despair.

I NT. BRI DGE

As before. Everyone |ooks stunned.
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CROSS
Report .
SUKOTHAI
Direct hit.
Cross nods sl owy.
CROSS

Dojar, finish the job here.

DQAJAR
Yes, Captain.

EXT. REFORM ST COLONY -- COULAR -- DAY

The Enterprise, now unhindered, |lets |oose a barrage of

t or pedoes that quickly decinmate the remaining buildings of
t he col ony.

I NT. BRI DGE

Deadly silence as the crew survey the damage.

CROSS
Life signs?

SUKOTHAI
None.

CROSS
Good.

Anot her deadly pause, before a consol e beeps. The canera
noves around the Bridge before reaching the station that's
beeping. It's Dojar's, and it's taken hima while to pul
hi nsel f out of the trance that he's got hinself into.

DQJAR
(sl owy)
Captain... the Scimtars could use
Sone assistance in orbit...

CRCSS
Understood. Quinlan, take us up.

QUI NLAN
Aye, Sir.

She hits sone controls and the image on viewscreen slowy
noves further and further upwards fromthe deci mated Klingon
village, |eaving the nenory of what they have done in each
crewman's nmenory. .
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EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise pulls up through the clouds, as we follow in
t he wake that she | eaves behind, until we have reached space.
In the distance we can see the Leviathan taking on a Negh'var.

| NT. BRI DGE
Sane as before.

CROSS
Status report.

TALORA
The Levi at han has sustai ned sone
damage, but is able to keep on
fighting... the T pethan is adrift

but sal vageable... apparently froma
collision with one of the Reformsts
shi ps.

CRGCSS
And the rest?

TALORA
Still fighting. Four are attacking

the remai ning ships and the Scimtar
and the Thunderbird are attacking
the station.

CRGCSS
Dojar, hail the Scimtar and the
Thunder bi r d.

DQJAR
Channel s open.

CROSS
This is the Enterprise. W'Ill take
the station fromhere. Your new
orders are to attack the remaining
shi ps.

VA CE
Wth all due respect, Sir, our orders
from Admiral Del fune state other--

CROSS
To hell with orders! Attack the
Kl'i ngon shi ps!

VA CE
Under st ood.

The crew | ook at Cross, amazed at his |ack of respect for
t he commandi ng officer's orders.
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CRCSS
Quinlan, take us in towards the
station.

QUI NLAN

Al ready done.
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise approaches the station as the Scimtar and
t he Thunderbird pull away.

I NT. BRI DGE

Sane as before. The Enterprise shakes as weapon fire hits
it.

CRCSS
Gve me a scan of that station

DQJAR
It's taken heavy damage... life
support has only five mnutes of air
remai ning... many of the bul kheads
are unstable... but its weapons are
still operational

CRCSS

Target the weakest areas and fire.

EXT. SPACE

W ride on the Enterprise's hull as she attacks the station's
| ower regions. The station itself is putting up a fair fight
and is hitting the Enterprise, but it is no match for the
great ship. The Enterprise's barrage is severely hitting

the station and it doesn't look like it will be able to
survive for much | onger

| NT. BRI DGE
Sane as before.

DAJAR
W' ve sustained mninmal damage, but
the station is beginning to fall
apart.

Cross doesn't respond.
TALORA
Shall | order the transporter room
to beam aboard survivors, Sir?

There is a | ong pause, no one speaks.
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
Sir?

CRCSS
Let it fall apart.
(beat)
Let them die.

There is a LONG beat. Tension fills the Bridge as everyone
who can see Cross | ooks directly at him Cross noves over
towards his chair and calmy sits down, where he remains
until otherwi se stated. Talora |ooks up at the viewscreen
of the danmaged station.

QUI NLAN
Sir?
CRGCSS
You heard me, Quinlan.
TALORA
The Klingon crew will be suffocating,
Capt ai n.
CRGCSS
I"'mwell aware of that Conmander.
DQJ AR
Sir, this isn't what Starfl eet stands
for.
CRGCSS

And | don't give a damm. They didn't
give our crew a chance when they
attacked it. They could have saved
the crew .. taken them hostage. .

but they let themdie.

DAJAR
You're letting your enobtions get the
better of you.

CRCSS
Wiile I"'min conmand, you do what |
say. And | say let themdie.

Doj ar | ooks disgusted at Cross and turns away fromhim while
Quinl an busies herself with her console, refusing to | ook up
at the stricken Klingon station.

DQJ AR
The station is about to fall in on
itself, Sir.

CRCSS

Under st ood.
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There is a LARGE EXPLOSI ON on the viewscreen as, the Klingon
station is destroyed. Cross continues to watch where the
station used to be, before turning around and exiting, into
his ready room Talora turns to | ook at Dojar.

TALORA
Casual ties, Dojar.

DAJAR
According to our sensors, over two
hundred Kl ingons were on that station,
Conmander .

Tal ora continues to | ook at Dojar, who | ooks down at his
consol e. Quinlan | ooks back, shocked. Talora renmains in
her first officer's seat, not noving to the Captain's chair.

There is a long pause. No one talks. No one noves. The
Bri dge doesn't shake.

TALORA
Status report.

Doj ar reads from his consol e.

DAJAR
The battle's over. The Klingon ships
have all been destroyed except for
one... and it's being chased by the
Levi at han.

Tal ora stands and nods.

TALORA
Open hailing frequencies.

Doj ar nods.
TALORA ( CONT' D)
This is the Enterprise to al

remai ning ships... set a course for
St arbase 290... we're heading hone.

Tal ora nods and Dojar hits a button on his console, apparently
cutting the transm ssion. Talora |ooks over to Quinlan.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Engage.

QUI NLAN
Yes, Sir.

Tal ora wal ks back to sit in the first officer's chair.
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EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise turns away fromthe debris of the station,
and away from Coul ar, before noving off into warp... and
away fromthe devastation that they have caused. Fromthis

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise, the Leviathan, the three Scimtars and the
Thunderbird have arrived at Starbase 290 and are in orbit.
Noti ceably, there are not many battle scars on either ship,
only a few scrapes and bl ack areas. As we nove around the
star comes out from behind the starbase, creating a shadow
on the ships in orbit.

TALORA (V. Q)
First Oficer's Log, Stardate 78988. 6.
The Enterprise has returned to
St ar base 290 after a successful
canpai gn agai nst the Klingon Reform st
novenent .

I NT. ENG NEERI NG

G ey stood working on the induction core as Boyl e stands
wat chi ng behi nd him

TALORA (V. Q)
The Enterprise itself sustained
m ni mal damage, and Li eutenant G ey
is jubilant that we did not take
nore then we actually did..

I NT. BRI DGE

Doj ar stands at his console, deep in thought as the canera
pul I s back to reveal Quinlan in a simlar posture at the
hel m

TALORA
... Though sone of the Enterprise
crew are not so proud of what we
achieved. We believe that every
Kl'ingon on the planet and station
died in the attack, with the exception
of one vessel that escaped the
Levi at han' s chase.

I NT. READY ROOM

The roomis a nmess, Cross's usually tidy desk is covered in
PADDs and other itens that are littering his desk. Cross
hi nsel f sits behind the desk, |ooking in a sem -daze.

TALORA
Captain Cross has remained in his
ready room since the end of the
attack, and has requested not to be
( MORE)
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
di sturbed. However, he has requested
that a wake be held, in Admral
Portman's nenory, on the starbase
|ater this evening. The entire crew
of the Enterprise is expected to
attend. | believe the Captain would
expect nothing |ess.

CUT TO
| NT. STARBASE -- OBSERVATI ON LOUNGE

The roomis crowded, and it is designed to hold hundreds of
peopl e. Each officer present is wearing dress uniform-- no
exceptions. In the center of the roomthere is a casket

that is raised up on a hand made, finely crafted wooden stand.
A plaque rests on top of the coffin, reading HENRY PORTMAN,

no nention of his rank or Starfleet standing.

The crowd, apparently, doesn't recognize his Starfl eet
standing either, as Admral DELFUNE is present, along with a
few ot hers, who are gathered together.

The canera slowy noves over the crowd to a corner, where a
solem Elris and a sober Quinlan stand, staying out of the
way in a far corner. The nost noticeable thing about Quinlan
is that she doesn't have a drink in her hand, while many of
the officers around her do.

ELRI S
Did you know it was Henry who
introduced ne to Neil?

QUI NLAN
No.

ELRI' S
It was quite a peculiar introduction
really... Henry canme in carrying

Neil, after he'd been hurt by a
falling bul khead and pl aced hi mon
ny operating table.

QUI NLAN
Love at first sight?

ELRI S
Hardly. | hated him It wasn't

until after he recovered and he
stopped by to say thank you that I
even paid any attention to what he
was sayi ng.

QUI NLAN
What nmade you change your m nd about
hi n?



RENAI SSANCE: " Shadows of a New Dawn" - ACT FI VE

ELRI S
He was very romantic. He gave ne
fl owers and chocol ates, just to say

t hank you.
QUI NLAN
It's not every day you neet a nan
l'i ke that.
ELRI S
No. It's not. And |ook where it's
gotten ne.
QUI NLAN
On the Federation flagship?
ELRI S
Yes.
(beat)
But |'ve been thinking about | eaving.
QUI NLAN
What ?
ELRI S

Everyone who 1've told has had the
sane reaction

QUI NLAN
You haven't told me? O her people
know?

ELRI S
Only Neil... but he was surprised as
wel | .

Quinl an | ooks relieved.

QUI NLAN

Good... | don't know who'd be here

to keep nme sane if you went.

ELRI S
You may have to find soneone else...

QUI NLAN
This isn't just talk, is it?

ELRI' S
No. It's not.
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On Quinlan's worried expression..

CUT TGO
I NT. CREW QUARTERS
W see a white shirt being pulled on, a black tie being tied
and a bl ack jacket being put on, before wal king out of a
door and into another room
| NT. STARBASE -- OBSERVATI ON LOUNGE
The doors slide open as G ey and Boyle enter. A few officers
nod in respect to them as they walk forwards and shuffle

t hrough the crowd towards the huge wi ndows on one of the
wal |'s.

GREY
["'msorry if you didn't |ike the
poem | didn't nean for it to be
serious.

BOYLE

That's what annoyed ne, Erik. You
couldn't just do what everyone el se
does and wite ne a | ove poem you
had to be different.

GREY
(manly)
But that's what you | ove about ne...
ri ght?

BOYLE
If you like.

Gey looks a little disheartened at this remark, and | ooks
out into space, and at the docked Enterprise. After a beat,
G ey points to a scar on the Enterprise's outer hull, and is
about to conment to Boyle, before turning to her and taking
hol d of her hand.

GREY
You know? It's tinmes |ike this that
| thank God you're here with mne.

Boyl e nods, and | ooks at G ey in the eyes, before |ooking
away from himand around the rest of the room catching
Kinnan's line of sight and smling at him as she retreats
into Gey's enbrace.

BOYLE
You know, Erik? That's one of the
ni cest things you've ever said to
ne.
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GREY
Real | y?

As Boyl e and Ki nnan keep on | ooki ng at each other.

BOYLE
Yeah... | don't know what 1'd do
wi t hout you either. | nean, where
would | be nowif it wasn't for you?
GREY
Not assistant chief engineer, |
suppose.
(awkwar dl y)
But only because |I'myou' re conmmandi ng
officer... not because of the other
thing... you know?
BOYLE
(seriously)

O course.

She pulls out of Gey's enbrace and | ooks at himand smles,
bef or e:

BOYLE ( CONT' D)
I"mgoing to go and talk to Rob, do
you mind if | |eave you for a mnute?

GREY
No, go ahead..

Boyl e noves off to talk to Kinnan, as G ey noves across to
anot her engineer, and points out what he was going to show
Boyl e earlier.

CUT TO
I NT. CREW QUARTERS

A view | ooking at a door, as the figure we saw earlier, now
dressed in a full suit steps forwards towards the door, and
t he doors part open, as the figure steps forward and out
into the corridor

CUT TO
| NT. STARBASE -- OBSERVATI ON LOUNGE

The canera noves through the crowd towards the casket, where
Doj ar stands in thought for a nonment, before Y |an wal ks
next to him

DQJAR
Y lan... | thought you'd been confined
to quarters?
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Y' LAN
The captain specifically said that |
was confined to quarters until "we
got back." | believe that tine has
passed.

DAJAR

In other words the guard told you
that you were free to | eave?

Y' LAN
Yes.

They both stand in reflection for a mnute, before Y |an
speaks:

Y LAN (CONT' D)
Wiy is there a casket present if
there are no remains resting init?

Doj ar | ooks away fromthe coffin for a nonent.

DAJAR
Even though there is no body, we
like to have sonething to synbolize
our grief. It helps us to conme to
terms with our |oss.

Y' LAN
Your beliefs about |ife and death
are indeed strange.

DQJAR
How so?

Y' LAN
You are only on this corporeal plane
for a certain anount of tine... you

know that. Yet you do not accept
it, nor do you |look at the life that
continues to live on around you.

DQJAR
Maybe it's because we'll never see
t he person again and that we'll mss
t henf?

Y' LAN

That is the nature of all nortal

bei ngs. You know that this day wll
cone, and yet you appear surprised
when it does. Wen death occurs in

t he Hegenmony, Qtam sinply accept
there is nothing that can be done

and that that entity wll never be
able to be seen again. Except through
time travel
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DQJAR
Not very reassuring, Y lan. You
going to share these thoughts with
t he Captain?

Y' LAN
| do not believe that I amon "good
terms" with the Captain, right now.
| do not think that he would wish to

see ne.
DAJAR
Maybe he won't. But you m ght be
surprised.
Y' LAN
| have been on your vessel for al nost
a year now, Lieutenant. | al nost

have all of your reactions worked
out. There is very little that
surprises ne now.

DAJAR
You m ght be surprised, Y lan... you
m ght not have seen as nearly as
much as you think you have.

Y' LAN
Perhaps not. But if nothing else,
it is indeed an intriguing world
t hat you hurmanoids live in.

DQJAR
Thank you, Y'Ilan.

Y' LAN
| amunsure as to whether or not
that was a conplinent.
He smles, and they both wal k away fromthe casket.

DQJAR
Sounds about right.

CUT TO
I NT. CORRI DOR

The figure we saw earlier rounds a corner of a corridor, no
one else is present and he wal ks with his head down.
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A figure of solemity in a sea of solitude.

CUT TO
| NT. STARBASE -- OBSERVATI ON LOUNGE

Stood near the entrance of the roomare Adm ral Delfune,
Captain Joel and Conmander Tal ora, all |ooking contenplative.

DELFUNE
I's Captain Cross usually a man for
| ate entrances?

TALORA
If you are inplying that the Captain
w Il not be present, | believe that
you are very much m staken, Admral
DELFUNE
W' |l see. Portrman neant a lot to
Cross.
TALORA

| have no reason to doubt the
Captain's intentions. He requested
that this wake take place and reason
woul d suggest that he plans to attend
it.

DELFUNE
Human enotion can be a funny thing.

TALORA
| believe that Captain Cross is on
top of his enotion

DELFUNE
Just |ike when he deviated fromthe
attack plan and took the Enterprise
down to the surface? O how about
when he all owed the Klingons on the
space station to die? Surely that
was sinply an act of vengeance?

TALCRA
Was the entire mission not an act of
vengeance, Admral ?

DELFUNE
It did not involve killing Reform st
casualties. You know as well as |
do that Cross's actions were inpulsive
and dangerous. The day he's brought
to book, they won't do himany favors.
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TALORA
I"msure that you didn't agonize
over Captain Cross's actions... you

seemto have quite a tough skin.

DELFUNE
| have, Conmander. How else would I
live with nyself fromday to day
ot herwi se? Every Starfleet officer
needs one.

TALORA
| understand. Each plan that you
have set in notion to attenpt to
renmove Captain Cross fromthe
Enterprise, or set a plan in notion
that would result in his renoval
have all ended in an enbarrassnent
or a conprom se for you

DELFUNE
What is that supposed to nean?

TALORA
It nmeans, Adnrial, that we know what
you' re doing at Starfleet Command,
and that while you are keeping a
very cl ose eye on every nove Captain
Cross makes... we are also keeping a
very cl ose eye on you.

DELFUNE
(1 aughs)
I nt eresting.

Talora raises an eyebrow at Del fune's response to her
specul ati ons.

TALORA

You're not worried about that?
DELFUNE

No, Conmander... | just don't care.

Wio are the rest of the Admralty
going to believe? The controversia
Captain Neil Cross and the crew of
the Enterprise, or the Admral that
has only one black spot next to her
name?

TALORA
That remains to be seen. |If history
has shown anything, it is never to
underestimate the crew of a ship
nanmed Enterprise.
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DELFUNE
And we woul dn't want to break that
tradition... would we?

There is a long beat as both wonmen stand contenpl ating,
apparently totally different thoughts passing each worman's
m nd.

DELFUNE ( CONT' D)
I will say this for Captain Cross;
he has followed his nmentor's trait
of not playing by the rules.

TALCRA
How so?

DELFUNE
Adm ral Portman was al ways somewhat
of a controversial character. He
supported the Reform sts, he |iked
to be out on active duty even as an
Admiral ... and he supported Nei
Cross.

Tal ora pauses, and turns to |look at Delfune, |ooking quite
i nfuri at ed.

TALORA
| cannot believe that you are
conparing one of the finest, bravest,
nost honorable nen |'ve ever had the
pl easure of knowing to a group of
evil power hungry Klingons who
destroyed one of Starfleet's
starbase's and its entire crew.
You, whom wi th every nove are renoving
the values for what Starfleet has
stood for, for alnost three centuries.
To be quite honest, Admral, | do
not believe that you have the right.

Del fune | ooks quite surprised at Talora's loyalty towards
her, Captain, it was not what she was expecting.

DELFUNE
Loyalty is such a rare thing nowadays,
it's alnmost... admirable. But

w |l give you one piece of advice,
Conmmander. Captain Cross showed
today he is not above putting his

entire crew at risk to fulfill some
personal crusade. Be careful around
him | don't think he's conpletely
st abl e.

Talora just |ooks at her, knowing there is an el ement of
truth in what she says.
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At this point the doors part and the roomfalls silent, as
the canera cuts back to behind the doors, as the figure in
the black suit wal ks in.

As the figure wal ks towards the center of the room the canera
slowy noves around until we can see that the figure is none
ot her than CROSS. He stands tall and dignified, and is a
stark conparison to everyone else in the roomwearing dress
uni f orns.

Cross stands alone, silent, for a few nonents, half expecting
sonmeone to say sonmething to him But nothing cones. He |ooks
out of the window and at the Enterprise, before noving his
head back.

CRCSS
I"d like to say a few words, if
may.
There is still no noise, no objections, and everyone stands

with their eyes intent on Cross. Cross hinself only | ooks

at those he believes that he can trust, naking eye contact
with his senior staff, notably not Y lan, before turning
around to | ook at Portman's casket as he reaches the eulogy's
concl usi on.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)

| knew Henry Portman for a long tine.

(beat)
He's been one of those people who's
al ways been there for me, no matter
what .

(smles)
Henry was the man who told ne to
take hold of everything that life
has to offer. He was the man who
gave me command of a fine starship
and trusted nme when no one el se woul d.

(nmore serious)
And he was al so the man who introduced
me tonmy wife... | learned a | ot
fromHenry Portman... he had a heavy
i nfl uence on ny comuand style, and
ny deci sion making, he hel ped shape
ny conscience. | believe that any
m stakes that | still have now. ..
are just what he hadn't gotten around
to rectifying yet..

(beat)
I"m proud to have been able to cal
this man ny friend, and even nore
so, ny nmentor.

(beat)
Losing a nentor is one of the greatest
chal | enges you ever face.

( MORE)
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CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
It's the nonent we finally have to
stand on our own two feet, the nonment
our support leaves us. | think he's
prepared me, and all of us, well. |
think he'd like us to think this of
him sonme thoughts on death that I
found. It says:

Thr oughout the poem Cross should | ook strong, but still
sonehow broken. That he'd |ike to believe what the poemis
saying, but still knows that he is going to mss his friend.
The words thensel ves are by Henry Scott Holland, a Canon of
St. Paul's Cathedral .

CROSS (CONT' D)
"Death is nothing at all, | have
only slipped away into the next room
I am| and you are you. \hatever we
were to each other, That we stil
are.

Call me by ny old famliar nane,
Speak to nme in the easy way which
you al ways used. Put no difference
in your tone, Wear no forced air of
solemity or sorrow. Laugh as we
al ways | aughed at the little jokes
we enjoyed together, Pray, smle,
think of me. Pray for ne.

Let my nane be the house hold word
that it always was, Let it be spoken
w t hout effect, Wthout the trace of
a shadow on it. VLife nmeans all that
it ever neant, It is the sane as it
ever was; There is unbroken
continuity.

Way should | be out of m nd because
| amout of sight? | amwaiting for
you, for an interval, somewhere very
near, Just round the corner.

Al is well."

Cross bows his head as he turns to | ook at the casket. He
cl oses his eyes, hiding the one show of enpbtion that we have
seen since he has gotten there.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
(quietly and solitary)
You' ve been |like a father to ne.
I"mgoing to mss you.

He rests his hand on the casket, before turning around, sem -
recovered fromthe enotion he briefly shared with the casket.
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
(quietly, but defined)
I"d like to propose a toast..
(beat)
To Henry Portman. To the finest
officer 1've ever knowmn. To ny
mentor. And to ny friend.

Wth that they all raise their glasses.

ALL
To Henry Port man.

As they drink their toast we slowy pan out fromthe scene
as Elris's voiceover is heard.

ELRIS (V. Q)
This is not the end of our story,
but nerely the beginning. The Captain
said the crew of the Enterprise has
al ready faced many dangers, many
obstacl es, but we know that they are
but the tip of the iceberg. Big
changes are comng, and with them
new perils and new threats to our
way of life. \Wether they be from
the Klingons, the Qtam, or even
t hose who profess now to be our
friends, the only thing we truly
know about the undi scovered country
is that we know nothing at all. And
the worst of those dangers we face,
the ones that in the end are the
only ones to have the power to destroy
us, are those that we face within
oursel ves, our own personal denons.
The hardest fought battles that lie
ahead are those for our hearts, and
for our souls. It is howwe face up
to these chal |l enges, and whet her we
can dig deep within oursel ves and
find the courage and resol ve needed
to overcome them that will ultimately
deci de our destiny.

We finish on a close up on Cross's face, as he drinks his
t oast and we. ..

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FIVE

THE END
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