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RENAI SSANCE: "The Public Eye" - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

BLANK SCREEN

Not hi ng for a nonment, then:

SUPER: TVENTY- FI VE YEARS AGO

EXT. ROMULAN CI TY

W see a city square surrounded by khaki and green buil dings
with a raucous crowd filling it. Huge characters of Romul an
text appear over it, obviously a very inportant exclamation.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
War!  War with the Dom nion! The
Romul an Senate formally decl ares
hostilities follow ng the
assassi nation of Senator Vreenak!

I NT. SENATE CHAMBER

ANNOUNCER (V. O.)
The Senate voted al nost unani mously
for the declaration after a |ong
speech by the esteenmed Senat or
Amanni us.

AMANNI US

(oratorically)
It is nowclearly evident that the
Dom nion will not honor the Non-
Aggression pact. Fellow G tizens,
t he evidence of the Dom nion’s cruelty
stares us in the face. And we w ||
no | onger stand conpl acent as our
f oes schene behind our backs. They
w Il know what it neans to arouse
the wath of the Ronulan Enpire, and
they will nore then regret their
treachery before they’' re done!

The entire senate chanber rises and appl auds Amanni us’s
speech.

ANNOUNCER (V. O.)
Later in his address, Amannius urged
all young citizens to enlist in the
Star Navy and other forces for the
fighting effort.

EXT. SENATE BUI LDI NG STEPS

Amanni us stands at a podiumin front of a mass of journalists
and citizens.
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AMANNI US
We need you to fight in our navies
and our arned forces. W need you
as |l abor to help construct equi pnent
for the war effort. Young Peopl e of
Romul us, it is both your right and
duty to defend your country fromthe
bar bari ans that threaten to destroy
all we hold dear.

REPORTER
Senator, do you have anything to say
to the parents of those in the arned
forces?

AMANNI US
Only this: | know how strenuous it
nmust be for you, worrying about the
fate of your sons and daughters. |
know, because ny children are out
there too. But be proud of them
They are fighting for the nobl est
cause of our tines.

The audi ence of the speech appl auds Amanni us.
ANNOUNCER (V. O.)
In other news, the ongoing search
for Senator Norok’s mssing intern
takes an interesting twst...

The screen FADES OUT at the sane rate that the announcer’s
voi ce does...

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

BLANK SCREEN

Not hi ng for a nonment, then:

SUPER: PRESENT DAY

I NT. ROMULAN ORBI TAL SPACEPORT

An ol der - | ooki ng Amanni us wal ks down the concourse | ooking
for a termnal. Various people glance over at him

recogni zing him ad-1ibbing "Senator," "Just a nonent, sir,"
etc, but he ignores themas he glides through. He appears
happy about sonething, though we don’t know what. He finds
his termnal and sits down. The reaction to himdies down,
al though many still gaze over at where he's seated, nore
curious then anything el se.

Amanni us folds his hands and | ooks out into space, seem ngly
obliviously to all. After a short while, he appears to see
sonmeone he recogni zes sitting down at the sanme term nal out
of the corner of his eye. Finally noved to sone sort of
action, he noves his head to get a better | ook.

The person he recognizes is a Ronmul an man that | ooks to be
equi valent to a human in their early 30s. Amannius's face
turns to one of recognition, but he can't seemto place who

it is. He gazes over with a curious expression. Eventually

t he other man notices himand | ooks up, and seens to recognize
himas well, but a lot nore quickly. And it makes him

di stinctly unconfortable, though he tries to hide it.

ROMULAN
Sonething the matter, sir?

Amanni us shakes it off.

AVANNI US
Not hi ng, nothing. | just...

He trails off, |ooks away.

ROVULAN
Just what ?
ANVANNI US
Coul d' ve sworn we've net.
ROVULAN
| recogni ze you.
ANVANNI US
O course you recognize ne. |I'ma

Senat or.



RENAI SSANCE: "The Public Eye" - ACT ONE 4.

The Ronul an considers that for a nonent. He |ooks |like he's
going to say sonething, but sonething s holding himback.
Finally, he overcones it.

ROMULAN
(sonmewhat weakl y)
You probably don't renenber.

This i medi ately gains Amanni us's attention again.

AMANNI US
VWhat ?

ROMULAN
(1 ouder)
| said, you probably woul dn't
remenber .

AMANNI US
So we have net.

The Romul an nods. He pauses, |ooking over at Amanni us, but
then decides to go the full way:

ROMULAN
I m Mar kan.

Amanni us thinks for a nonment, and then it hits him He
recoils under a sea of enotions but quickly keeps themin
check.

AVANNI US
(only half a question)
Mar kan?

Mar kan wi nces, but he's evidently played his hand. He tries
to remain cool

MARKAN
(sonewhat uneasy, but
formal)
Amanni us.

Amanni us frowns. Markan evidently isn't his favorite
customer, but he doesn't understand what's irritating him
Beat .

ANVANNI US
(noncommi ttal)
It's been a long tine.

MARKAN
(abruptly)
Yes.

Now Amannius is annoyed. Markan is hardly treating himwth
respect.
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AMANNI US
"Yes, Senator."

MARKAN
Yes, Senator.

Beat. Amannius turns away from Markan for a nonent. He
| ooks out through the wi ndow, seenming inpatient. After a
nonment he turns back.

AMANNI US
(not all that
i nterested)
Where are you headed, Markan?

MARKAN
Actual ly, 1'mnot.
AMANNI US
Ah, | see.
(beat)
Wiy are you here, then?
MARKAN
["mwaiting for someone.
AMANNI US
(monot one)
Real | y.
MARKAN
Yes.

Beat .

Mar kan goes back to reading his PADD. Amanni us continues to
| ook out the window. Whatever he’s |ooking for, it isn't
there, and it’s starting to get on his nerves.

AVANNI US
(not facing Markan)
| take it you're still in the service.
MARKAN
Ch, still.
ANVANNI US
(still not facing
Mar kan)

What’s that |ike these days?
MARKAN
(stung)
You want to know?

Amanni us now faces Markan.
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AVANNI US
Not particularly.
MARKAN
(bitterly)
Vell, 1’1l tell you.

(beat)
|’ve been on street patrol duty for
the |ast few years, with the odd
security job. Street patrol! What
kind of job is that?

Amanni us senses Markan’s venom but opts to not rise to the
bai t.

AMANNI US
It nust be done if crine is to be
kept to a m ni mum

MARKAN
It’s a job for policenen. Not the
Tal * Shi ar.

AVANNI US

It’s the best job you' re suited to,
or the Tal' Shiar would not have
assi gned that to you.

MARKAN
(angry)
Rubbi sh. The only reason |’ mon
that job is -—
Amannius smles. It is an unkind, malevolent smle.
AMANNI US

Go on. Say it. |If you dare.
Markan, too late realizing his mstake, is silent. Beat.

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)

(i npetuously, clearly

enj oyi ng this)
Al right, 1'Il say it for you.

(beat)
The Tal ' Shiar woul d have entrusted
you with a | ot nore inportant
assignnments if you hadn't pulled off
that, that...

Amanni us pauses, trying to think of an appropriate |abel.

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
...publicity stunt during the war.

Amanni us has hit honme. Senator or no, Markan is now very,
very annoyed.



RENAI SSANCE: "The Public Eye" - ACT ONE

MARKAN
(on the brink of
expl odi ng)
Stunt? Stunt? OCh, | suppose you
would call it sonmething |ike that,

now, wouldn't you? Stunt! Are you
really that ignorant as to who your
daughter is? You think that was a
stunt? Are you really so..

(beat, restrains

hi nsel f)
She was just as willing as | was.
Every bit as sincere as | was -— and
I was sincere! | didn't do a thing

to her. O course, you would never
believe that. You don't understand
your own of fspring.

Amanni us, however, didn't becone a Senator overnight. He's
got an ace, and he intends to play it. Coldly, he glares at
Mar kan.

AVANNI US
Oh really? You nean to tell nme you
really had no hand in that little
scandal ? You really nean to tell ne
this didn't service ny politica

enem es? In fact, | bet you enjoyed
that little nmedia circus and the
infany you generated! [|'mno fool,

Markan. Nor am | naive. Like she
was. Like she was.

Mar kan shoots upright, clearly at the end of his nerve.

This begins to draw attention. The anount of people
occasional |l y gl anci ng over at Amanni us and Markan increases,
and t he background conversati on goes down a notch.

MARKAN
(restraining hinself,
i ndi gnant )
Look. | cane here so | could get
back in touch with her.

Amanni us’ s eyes narr ow.

AMANNI US
Oh, so that's why you're here?

MARKAN
(firm
Yes, as a matter of fact | am But
you' re bent on attacking ne over
sonething that's long forgotten!
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AVANNI US
Forgotten? Forgotten? By the public,
maybe. And nmy enem es may not be
focused on it at present. But
forgotten?

(beat, vicious)

My dear Markan, | do not forget.
And | do nost certainly not forget
sonething Iike that.

The canmera pans to the gateway at the term nal, where people
are debarking a transport. TALCRA is anong them and sees
Mar kan and Amanni us bi ckeri ng.

TALORA
(groans)
Perfect...

She strides over to the two men still utterly enbroiled in
their argunent.

MARKAN
(to Amanni us)
No, | doubt you do. Instead, you
deci de to hound —-

AVANNI US
Hound? You think you' re being hounded
by me now? | haven't touched you

yet, Markan. Not even scratch

You' re the one that’s hounding.

You' re the one that’'s cone all this
way to see ny daughter —-

MARKAN
And why shouldn’t 1? |If you are any
i ndication, she and | have sone things
to di scuss.

This hits Amanni us harder then any of the previous statenents.
Tal ora has now reached them She is not anused.

AVANNI US
(now very angry and
in Markan's face,
over | appi ng)
Don’t you dare go anywhere near ny
daught er!

TALORA
(icy, overl apping)
Gent | enen.
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MARKAN
(to Amanni us,
over | appi ng)
"1l go to whoever | |ike! And since
when did you speak for your daughter
surely she has a mnd of her own?

TALORA
(1 ouder, overl appi ng)
Gent | enmen!
AMANNI US
My daughter doesn't —-
TALORA
(shouti ng)

Gent | enen!

Finally, they notice her. There is a tense pause. Talora
is very, very irritated. Markan and Amanni us both | ook a
little enbarrassed.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
| didn’t cone hone for this.

MARKAN
(overl appi ng)
Tal ora —-
AVANNI US
Daught er -
TALORA
(col d)

Quite a welcom ng comittee.
Bi ckering and drawing a crowd, all
in one package.

(sighs)
What on Romul us has gotten into you
two?

They open their nmouths again, but Talora stops themwth a
wave of her hand.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
One at a tine.

She nods to her father.

AMANNI US
This man has the gall to consider
neeting you, after what he' s done!

TALORA
Mar kan?
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MARKAN
(not ably meek)
| just wanted to, well...
(beat)
...talk to you.

Tal ora | ooks to one, to the other, and back again.

TALORA
And that justifies this? No, don’t
answer that. W’'Il go.
(preenpting)

Bot h of you.

Tal ora wal ks of f, Amanni us and Markan in tow

MARKAN
Wher e?
TALORA
Home. It’s been quite sone tine

since |’'ve been there, and | stil
intend to take sonme tinme off during
this trip.

Amanni us wal ks over to Tal ora.

AMANNI US
(softly, into Talora’'s
ear)
Are you sure you want to do this?

Tal ora stops, turns around.

TALORA
Yes.

Amannius is distinctly unconfortable with the concept.

AVANNI US
For. ..
(beat)
... how | ong?

TALORA
As long as it takes.

Amanni us shrugs, resigned.

AMANNI US
In which case, it shouldn't take
| ong. Talora, you and I have many
things to discuss...

TALORA
(deadpan)
So | gathered.

10.
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Tal ora di stances hersel f from Amanni us. Amanni us opens his
nout h to speak, but then thinks better of it.

Talora | eads them off to the surface-spaceport transporters.
TALORA ( CONT' D)
(quiet, to herself)
Many things to discuss...
On Talora, we...
FADE OUT

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWD

FADE | N:

SUPER: TWVENTY- FI VE YEARS AGO

EXT. SPACE

A D Deridex-class Warbird slowy |unbering across the screen.
More Romul an text appears over the inage, and the announcer
speaks again

ANNOUNCER (V. O.)
News fromthe war front! The
Praetor's Navy has made a swift strike
agai nst a key Dom nion shipyard,
crippling its capability to produce
war ships. This coordinated strike
caught the eneny conpletely off-guard
and the opposition was quickly
el i m nat ed.

I NT. ROMULAN PRESS ROOM

A Romul an officer, the one and only NELAR (as seen in "Day
In..."), stands at a podiumwhile journalists with their
assorted equi pnment stand ready to listen to what he has to
say. He stands proud and confident. H's father’s son.

ANNOUNCER (V. O.)
Subconmander Nel ar, the el dest son
of the esteened Senator Amanni us,
was the executive officer on the
| . R'W Marcellius, the conmand ship
of the attack. He recently spoke at
a press conference about the success
of the Ronul an Navy's first
contribution to the war.

REPORTER (O. S.)
Subconmmander, how woul d you descri be
this latest victory?

Nel ar smles, as if he expected this question.

NELAR
In a word? Flaw ess. Absolutely
flawm ess. Wave after wave of
Jem Hadar attack craft was incinerated
by our ships. Cear across the
battlefield we held our own and made
t he Dom nion pay dearly for the wongs
conm tted agai nst the Ronul an State.
Virtually no casualties, and tota
anni hilation of both base and forces.
It is a proud day for the Ronul an
arnmed forces.
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ANNOUNCER (V. O.)
On the honme front a scandal has
enmer ged as Senator Amanni us has drawn
criticismfromhis senate opponents
for his allocation of Tal'Shiar
resources for his own personal use.

Cut to what appears to be a shoul der camera with a reporter
running towards a senatorial fellow

REPORTER (O S.)
Senat or Amanni us!

Not hi ng, and Amannius is still noving.

REPORTER (O S.) (CONT' D)
Senator Amannius! |Is there truth
behind the runors that you're using
Tal ' Shi ar resources as personal
protection for your famly?

Amanni us turns to face the reporter.

AVANNI US
I will say this: It is fully within
the jurisdiction of any Senator in
this tine of war to enploy the
Tal ' Shiar for defense agai nst possible
assassination attenpts. The Dom nion
have been known to insidiously
di spense of inportant individuals of
the state and replace themw th their
Changel i ngs, and we cannot al | ow
this to happen in the Romul an Star
Enpire.

Wth that Amannius breaks off and wal ks at a brisk pace away
fromthe reporter

FADE QUT.
BLANK SCREEN
Not hi ng for a nonment, then:
SUPER: PRESENT DAY
FADE | N:
EXT. ROMJULAN COUNTRYSI DE -- DAY
Avilla with distinctively Romulan architecture sits on top
of a hill lightly covered in lush green trees. The |andscape
is well-kept around the villa. In the distance hills tower,

powerful, silent, and quite inspirational to | ook at. The
overall climate seens to be the Romul an equival ent to sumer.
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Three figures shimer into existence froma transporter beam
just next to the door. They are Tal ora, Mrkan, and Amanni us.
They wal k towards the main doorway of the villa. Amannius
presses his thunb to a small plate next to the door, and the
sounds of a deadbolt turning can be heard fromthe door.

When they enter, a |ate-m ddl e-aged Rormul an wonman, Talora’'s
not her MAYLI, gets up froma chair and wal ks over to them
arms out stretched.

MAYLI
(relieved, enotional)
Tal ora! You're hone!

She hugs Talora, who returns the favor. Wen they are done
huggi ng, Mayli then notices Mrkan standing a di stance away
in the doorway, and she stares disdainfully at him Markan
| ooks away when she stares.

TALORA
Mar kan, why don’t you cone in?

Amannius is now staring at Markan scornfully as well. Markan
starts backing towards the doorway.

MARKAN
(nervously)
... ah... need to get back to work
anyway. Maybe sone ot her tine.

Mar kan i medi ately turns and | eaves the villa. CQutside, Mrkan
hits his conmbadge.

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
(i nto combadge)
Tal ' Shi ar coordi nati on, one to beam
to Urina

He di sappears in an alien-looking transporter beam Meanwhile
at the villa, Talora turns and faces her father and sighs as
she shakes her head at him

TALORA
W had things to discuss.

AMANNI US
And quite discussed, if you ask ne.

TALORA
He'l |l be back.

AMANNI US
I sincerely hope not.

He sees the expression on Talora's face and squeezes her
arms.
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AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
My daughter... my darling daughter.

Mayli is preparing a table.

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
I know com ng hone hasn't been what
you expected, but | promse...

TALORA
It’s okay, father.

She | ooks up at him She nmakes a smle.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
I"mjust glad to be back. To breat
the air of Lausonia, to see the hi
of Taratar. ..

MAYLI
(not herly)
Are you going to stay the whol e day
st andi ng?

15.

he
s

Tal ora and Amannius, the fornmer in nock-resignation, sit

down.

MAYLI ( CONT' D)

Now, you stay right there. [1’'Il go

get some birak fruit.

TALORA
Still home-grown?

Mayli | ooks around, smles.
MAYLI

O course they' re hone grown, |ove.
And you very well know that.

Tal ora | ooks over at Amannius, quizzically.
w th nock rueful ness.

Amanni us snil es

AVANNI US
She insisted. | thought we should
get soneone else to do it... Nothing

w || keep her between her and her
birak fruit.

A SERVANT passes t hrough.
AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
(to servant)
Revak!

The servant (Revak) | ooks over at him



RENAI SSANCE: "The Public Eye" - ACT TWD

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
Three gl asses of Ale.

Revak nods, departs.

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
(to Tal ora)
You haven't had to nmake do on
Federation replicators for Al e, have
you? | tried it once at a conference.
Absol utely awful. Doesn't do it
justice at all.

TALORA
I’ve found ny ways.

Mayli returns, with a plate of BIRAK FRU T. A blue usually
shaped fruit with wiry brown roots. She places it on the
table, and sits next to them Talora picks up a fruit as
she | ooks expectantly, and bites. She tastes, swallows,

| ooks satisfied.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
It's delicious.

She takes anot her bite.

AVANNI US

(slightly playfully)
Talora, you won’t find a better

exanpl e of birak fruit anywhere in
the Enpire or out it.

MAYLI

You know that isn't true, you
flatterer.

Amanni us smles and takes a birak fruit, and bites as well.
AMANNI US
(mockful ly)
| savor every norsel
They smi | e.

TALORA
Aren’t you going to take sone, nother?

MAYLI
That’ s okay, | already ate.

Tal ora and Amannius eat in silence for a few nonents.

16.
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MAYLI ( CONT' D)
(wth concern)
Tal ora, we’ve been hearing that
sonet hi ng been going on in the
Federation. ..

The nobod of the room becones sonber

AVANNI US
Repri manded and a report sent back
to the Ronul an gover nnment about your
actions.

Tal ora | ooks at Mayli, and then Amanni us.

TALORA
You nean you didn’t know?

AVANNI US
Beyond the formal reprimand little
informati on has cone into the Enpire.
We know sonet hing big is happening
out there, but we don’'t know what.

Tal ora nods, taking that in.

TALORA
(quietly)
| see.
AMANNI US

Coul d you tell us what happened?

TALORA
["1l do ny best. One of the
Federation's Klingon border starbases
was destroyed by the Klingon
Reform sts. Captain Cross of the
Enterprise, ny superior officer,
ordered the destruction of an entire
Reform st colony in the retaliatory
at t ack.

Amannius |lets out a snort of contenpt.

ANVANNI US
(condescendi ng)
That's what they get for not keeping
a closer eye on the Klingons...

Revak cones back with the gl asses of Ronmul an Al e and hands
t hem out .

AMANNI US ( CONT' D)
(to servant)
Thank you, Revak.

17.
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Revak nods and departs.

TALORA
My captain then becane reclusive
after the incident and even went
m ssing during the initial parts of
the hearing into the matter.

Tal ora takes a drink from her gl ass.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
One of ny crewrates and | took it
upon ourselves to go look for him
because Starfl eet wasn't.

AMANNI US
(i ntrigued)
Real | y?

Tal ora nods.

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
Don't let nme stop you.
(with a wave of his
hand)
Proceed.

Tal ora | ooks at both of them gravely.

TALORA

(qui et)
There apparently was a | arge
conspi racy about to use Cross as a
scapegoat and to cover up the
incident. They went so far as to
plan the dismantling of the
Enterpri se.

AMANNI US
That sounds bad. . .

TALORA
And it's worse. A shady elenent in
t he Federation apparently nade a
deal with the Reform sts to carry
out the attack, and didn’t honor
their secret agreenent after the
fact.

AMANNI US
And these Klingons didn't have an
issue with this?

TALORA
They coul dn't.
( MORE)
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
When they went to the rendezvous to
collect their conpensation, the
organi zation had them kil ed.

Amanni us coughs when he hears what Talora just said.

AVANNI US
(surprised)
Killed them..? 1 didn't think they
had the guts.

TALORA
(di stant)
Yes, killed them | saw the bodies.
AMANNI US
How?
TALORA

My fellow senior officers and |
decided to take it upon ourselves to
i nvestigate into what was happeni ng
with the Enterprise and Cross, and
we found our way to the Hellion
Expanse, where the rendezvous was.
It's all in the formal report
Starfleet sent our MIlitary Exchange
Comm ssion. O so |I’'d thought.

AMANNI US
Oh, it's probably in there, but the
Praetor hasn't disclosed the full
document .

TALORA
Ah.

Mayli puts her hand on Tal ora’ s shoul der.

MAYLI
(synpat heti c)
This is all quite upsetting.

TALORA
(sol emm, distant)
Not as half as it sounds. One of us -
—a friend of mne -— he was killed
t 00.

19.

Amanni us sees the pain in the face of the daughter he knows

all too well.
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AVANNI US
(consol i ng)
I"msorry to hear that... He nust

have been a fine officer for you to
feel upset over his |oss.

TALORA
He was. Me and Doj ar went through a
| ot together.

AMANNI US
(t houghtfully)
Doj ar... sounds Cardassi an.
TALORA
He is Cardassian. | nean, he was.
It’s still hard to think of himin

t he past tense...

AVANNI US
You seemrather torn up.

Tal ora notes the mnute change in her father’s tone, and
| ooks up.

TALORA
O course | am Wuldn't you be if
you' d lost a friend?

AMANNI US
A friend, maybe. But a Cardassian..
Who woul d have thought of it. Perhaps
you’ ve been anong the Federation too
long, Talora, to socialize so | ow.

Tal ora | ooks coldly at her father after the insensitivity he
j ust displ ayed.

TALORA

(col d, enotional)
Dojar was a Starfleet officer. He
died carrying out orders that | gave
him And he never doubted themfor
a nonment. | couldn't give a dam
what his race was, he was ny
subordi nate, and a good officer.
And yes, father, he was a dear friend.

ANVANNI US
(a bit lost for words)
["msorry. | didn't realize he
meant... could nean... well, a
Car dassi an —-
TALORA
He di d.

( MORE)
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
If you spent nore tine anongst other
speci es, Amannius, you'd realize
they’'re not as unlike as you tend to
bel i eve.

AMANNI US
Simlar, yes, but themand their
ways are sinply inferior to ours. |
suppose, given the circunstances it
was a likely friend to nake...

He notices Talora isn't that fond of that reaction either
and trails off.

An awkward silence follows. Amannius is enbarrassed, Talora
lost in the nenories of her tines with that old friend.
Then, in an attenpt to relieve the tension, Mayli speaks.

MAYLI
Vell, in all this fuss sonebody forgot
the news he was neant to tell you.

Mayli nudges Amanni us.

AVANNI US
What ?
(realizing)

Tal ora | ooks intrigued.

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
Wl |, Talora, the Ronul an Navy has
finalized the design plans for our
answer to the Starfleet's Phoeni x-
class ship. Construction of the
| . R W Lukan is planned to start
soon.

TALORA
That was quick... \What does this
have to do with the Senate?

AVANNI US
The conmand of the Lukanis a
politically charged position. He or
she woul d be commandi ng the flagship
of the fleet and woul d be the
forefront representative of our
interests. |I’mbidding for you to
fill this position.
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On Talora's surprised expression, we...

CUT TO
I NT. ALIEN SHI P

A roomin the nysterious alien ship we've seen in the previous
epi sodes. It's too dark for us to see what kind of room or
on what ship it is, though.

Mar kan beans in, and | ooks about, disoriented.

MARKAN
What the...?

Suddenly, four tentacles whip out and grab hold of his wists
and ankl es. Markan squirmnms, trying to break free, but to no
avail. A fifth tentacle brings a hypospray to Markan's neck
and presses it down. As the hypospray hisses, Markan's body
goes linp. The tentacles put Markan down onto the ground
gently. The canmera pans to the owner of the tentacles, Y LAN

COW VO CE
Do we have hin?
Y' LAN
Yes, you did. | will comence with

the menory inplant shortly. What is
your progress on the Tal' Shiar
conput er systens?

COwW VA CE
They have sone heavy security around
t heir database, but nothing we can't
handle. |1'mplanting the files right
now.

Y' LAN
Satisfactory. Continue nonitoring
our targets' activities and inform
me of any changes.

As Y'lan starts putting a strange device on Markan's head,
we. . .

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

SUPER: PRESENT DAY

I NT. HALLWAY

A hallway in an urban apartnment conplex in a Romulan city.

It is by no nmeans ritzy, and is beginning to show age. Tal ora

wal ks down the hall wth a PADD, as if she's |ooking for an

address. She arrives at the address her PADD says and rings

the doorbell. It gives a futuristic but distinctly Ronul an
chirp sound, which sounds nore |ike a gong.

MARKAN
(through doorbel | PA)
Wo is it?
TALCRA
It's Tal ora.

The door opens and Markan | ooks out. He is dressed in
Tal ' Shiar uni form

MARKAN
Yes?

TALORA
We need to tal k...

MARKAN
I know. ..

TALORA
Mar kan, |I...

MARKAN

Not right now.
Tal ora nods.

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
Want to conme in?

TALORA
Actually, | was going to invite you
out for lunch.
Mar kan cont enpl ates for a second, shrugs.

MARKAN
Sure, why not?

He notions to his clothes.
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MARKAN ( CONT' D)
I won't |look awfully casual in this,
t hough.

Mar kan goes back into his quarters to get ready.

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
Come on in if you'd Iike.

Talora wal ks into the room It is a rather snmall apartnent,
with only a bedroom and bat hroom attached to the main room
The walls are sparsely covered. A desk with a term nal and
a sidearmin a |leather holster is in one corner anongst other
various devices. The disruptor catches Talora' s eye.

TALORA
Ni ce pl ace you have here.

MARKAN
Yeah, you nake do with what the
Tal * Shi ar gives you. ..

Tal ora wal ks over to the desk and renoves the disruptor from
the holster and examnes it. |It's obviously Ronmulan, but it
is much | eaner |ooking than the standard Ronul an di sruptor,
obvi ously neant to be easily conceal ed under a jacket. Markan
emerges fromhis bedroom dressed in casual clothes and sees
Tal ora exam ni ng the weapon.

TALORA
(re: disruptor)
Is this the new special issue?

MARKAN
(pessimstic)
Yeah, |'m surprised they even bot hered
i ssuing ne one.

Tal ora notes Markan's bitterness in his conment. He goes
over to gather some of the stuff off the table. Talora hands
Mar kan the disruptor as he picks up the hol ster and conceal s
it under his coat.

MARKAN ( CONT' D)

Where to?

TALCRA
| not sure. I'’mnot famliar with
this city.

MARKAN

You're inviting me out to dinner and
don't know where to take ne?

TALORA
It seened a good idea at the tine.
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MARKAN
Relax. It is, it is. Probably better
t hen staying around here, anyway.
Mar kan ponders for a second and grins.

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
And | know just the place.

CUT TGO
EXT. OUTDOOR RESTAURANT
Tal ora and Markan are sitting at a tabl e underneath an
unbrella, with plates of food in front of them The street

nearby is somewhat busy with people mlling about with a
rail tram overhead.

TALORA
Ni ce pl ace.
MARKAN
Yeah. | usually show up here when

I"moff the street.
Tal ora picks at the food, which |ooks rather unusual.

TALORA
What do you call this again?

MARKAN
D nezzorette.

Mar kan slices a chunk of food fromhis plate.

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
It's a specialty around these parts.
Pretty popul ar.

TALORA
| see.

Tal ora | ooks down at the plate. She doesn't |ike the | ook
but it, but still, she hasn’t taken a bite. Not too
hopefully, she slices part of it off, carries it up to her
mouth with her fork, and sanples a small part. Swallows.
Pl aces the fork back down.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
The cuisine is... interesting.

Mar kan chuckl es.
MARKAN

You haven't eaten nuch Um ra food,
have you?
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TALORA
Before now |I'd never been to Umra

Mar kan takes anot her bite.

MARKAN
It's different, certainly. But you

grow used to it. And after a tine
you can't imagine life without it.

Tal ora gazes down at the food for a nonent.

W

TALCRA
think I can imagine life

| don't
ithit.

26.

Mar kan shakes his head. They return to eating in peace for a

beat .

TALORA ( CONT' D)

What have you been doing |ately?

Mar kan shrugs. Unlike prior he doesn't seemto be al

anxious to

Tal ora sm |

unl oad hi s burdens.

MARKAN
Not that nuch. Not anything al
that interesting, anyway. For nost
of the | ast decade, |'ve been working
as a bodyguard for whoever the
Tal " Shiar assigns ne. And not exactly
upper -cl ass guard work either.
can't think of anybody who'd want to

kill a stock broker...
(beat)
No, wait, | can.

es, shakes her head. Markan grins wyly.

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
Not that |'d be any use agai nst
nyself, mnd you. In any case, |'ve
br oken out of that deadl ock.

TALORA
Real | y?
MARKAN
Really. Lately, 1've been assigned

to nonitor activities of the Tal ons
of D Deridex extrem st group. That's
t he sane anmount of excitenent, m nd
you.

TALCRA
(t hought ful)
The Tal ons of D Deri dex. ..

t hat
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She considers the nane for a nmonent,
withit.

TALORA ( CONT' D)

initially unfamliar

Isn't that the anti-Federation
extrem st group that bonbed the
Feder ati on Enbassy about ten years

ago?

MARKAN

Twelve. And that's them all right.

TALORA
Ah.
(beat)

| thought they were |largely inactive

ri ght now.

MARKAN

And that's exactly the point. Hence,
ny assignment of nonitoring them

TALORA
Have you identified then

MARKAN

Most of them including the
ringleaders. That is, by face. |
haven't been allowed to correlate
their faces to available files. At
| east, | know nost those present at

the neetings | nonitor. |

i ndict any of them though,

ca_n't
sl nce

the Talons of the D deridex are, as
you pointed out, stationary for the
past twelve years. Legally they're
consi dered no nore then a protest

group. .
(beat)

That is, until they spring into
action. Wich is why I'mthere.

t heoretically speaking, of course.
It doesn't look |like they'Il ever
actually spring into action

TALORA
Ah. What's their agenda?
MARKAN
Ch, the usual drivel. 1'msure you've

heard it before. They want the return
of the Neutral Zone, the abrogation

of all previous treaties,

t he

expul si on or execution of Federation

nationals fromthe Enpire

and

i mmedi ate armanent for hostilities.

( MORE)

27.
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MARKAN ( CONT' D)
They' re convinced that if Romul us
noves now, and forcefully, the
Federation itself could fall under
our doni ni on.
(beat)
Utter rubbish

TALORA
You record their conversati ons?

MARKAN
Part of ny job.

TALORA
Have they said anything that could
incrimnate thenf

MARKAN
Beyond the adm ssions they're
staunchly anti-Federation and nmenbers
of that club, no, not really. Al
they do is go on | ong w nded,
i mpassi oned, repletive hate speeches.
Very boring stuff, really. Talk,
tal k, talk.

TALORA
And no action?

MARKAN
If there were action or even the
hal f - consi deration of action they
probably woul d have assi gned sonmeone
el se.

Beat. They return to eating for a nonment. Then Markan
t houghtfully puts down his eating utensils and | ooks up at
Tal or a.

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
So what have you been up to? | hear
you' ve gotten into quite a big issue
with Starfl eet.

Tal ora | ooks up at Markan once nore and considers his
st at enent .

TALORA
Yes... Starfleet is starting to becone
nore and nore shady. Harder to
follow, and harder to trust.
(beat)
You' d think they were trying to
conpete with us.

28.
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MARKAN

You nake it sound |li ke the Domn ni on

all over again.

TALORA
No, it's not that. Something nore
sinister.
MARKAN
What ?
TALORA
That's the problem | don't know.

Mar kan chuckl es at Talora' s comment.

MARKAN

| remenber the day you were sure you
ei ther knew everything now, or you

woul d | ater.

TALORA

And | renmenber the day you still

a passi ng acquai ntance and
conpr ehensi on of nodesty.

Mar kan | aughs, shakes his head.
MARKAN

And what about starship conmand?
| recall, you were determned to
becone a Conmander. Listening to
you, you nmade it sound |ike the best

job in the world.
(beat)

Wl |, what of that job, Talora?

you enjoying it?

TALORA
It was nothing |ike what |

MARKAN
But are you enjoying it?

TALORA
(seem ng i ndi gnant)
O course | am
Mar kan | ooks at her, know ngly.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
... Usual ly.

Beat .

expect ed.
So many things to admnistrate,
many hard deci sions to nake.

29.
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MARKAN
And?

Tal ora sighs in nock-resignation

TALORA
And -- there are sone days that
wish | was still just a tactical
of ficer.

MARKAN

So you' d rather be in another job,
or another track?

TALORA
(definitively)
Not for Ronul us.

MARKAN
Good for you, then. |It's nice to
see one of us is doing well in the
uni ver se.
Beat .
TALORA

Mar kan, we were going to...

Tal ora suddenly | ooks distracted by sonething, and peers off
around Markan. W cut to what she sees, a pair of Romul ans
at a restaurant across the street watching them one of which
is quite heavily built. They have a distinctly unsavory air
about thenselves. They appear to notice Talora | ooking at
them and quickly get up to | eave.

MARKAN
Talora? Wat is it?

Tal ora nods behi nd hi m

TALORA
Those peopl e were watching us.

Markan turns around to see and manages to catch a glinpse of
the |arger one’s face before they di sappear around a corner
bui | di ng.

MARKAN
(serious)
I think we'd better get out of here.
Mar kan and Tal ora both get up fromtheir table.

TALORA
Wiy? Who are they?

They begin to get whatever bel ongi ngs they have.



RENAI SSANCE: "The Public Eye" - ACT THREE

MARKAN
(while putting on his
coat)
I don't know... |'ve seen the |arger

one's face sonewhere before, but |
can't remenber where.

TALORA
Tal ons of D Deri dex?

MARKAN
Coul d be. Could be just a street
thug. Trouble in any case.

Talora |l eaves a credit chit on the table.

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
You don’t need to do that -— I|"']
pay.

TALORA
From your job description | doubt
you' ve got noney to burn, and besides,
I was the one taking us out.

MARKAN
Your | oss.

They gather up their stuff and | eave.

END OF ACT THREE

31.

FADE QUT.
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ACT FOUR

BLANK SCREEN

Not hi ng for a nonment, then:

FADE | N:

I NT. NEWSCAST STUDI O

A Romul an anchor presenting news in a newscast.

ANNOUNCER
...And in other news, the Senate is
goi ng through final deliberations
over the command of the I.R W Lukan,
the Inperial Navy' s newest flagship.

A picture-in-picture appears next to the announcer's head
showing a still picture of the Senate chanber, with nore of

t he inconprehensible (to us, at |east) Romulan text underneath
it.

ANNOUNCER ( CONT' D)
Senator Amannius is planning to
formally bid his daughter
Subcommander Tal ora, for the position
during this session. Although
unannounced, there is a strong
suspi cion that one of Amannius's
rivals will forward a sudden
count er proposal , as has been hinted
over these past few days. To talk
with us about this and nore, we have
an expert on Senate politics and
aut hor of the book on the topic "The
Seven Feathers of D Ramax," Uria
Jarok, here in the studio.

(to offscreen)

Uia-—can | call you Uia?

W CUT to a ROMULAN WOVAN (URI A JARCK) .

JAROK
Sure, O audia, go ahead.

ANNOUNCER ( Q. S.)
Let’s get right down to business.
What kind of chances do you think
Tal ora has of winning this bid,
realistically?
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JARCK
VWll daudia, | think the chances
are not good. ..

CUT TO
I NT. ROMULAN SENATE CHAMBER

An expansive roomw th a donmed ceiling. There is a large
anmphi t heater of desks on the |lower area, wth a | arge bl eacher
on the upper level. The architecture is obviously Romul an,
with birds-of-prey with wings outstretched carved into the
masonry on the ceiling. Scenes from Romul an nmyt hol ogy are

al so carved into sections, idealized images of people in
dramatic postures that coincidentally recalls the Sistine
Chapel, thousands of |ight-years away...

Peopl e are slowy entering the Senate chanber, both on the
floor and in the bleachers. Anpong those already sat down in

t he bl eachers are Talora and her nother Mayli, who are sitting
down. They talk quietly anpbngst thensel ves.

MAYLI
Lausonia is always a good season for
birak fruit. But this lausonia is
particularly special. Can you believe
|"ve got tw ce the harvest of birak
fruit conpared to | ast year...

Tal ora doesn't seemto be interested.

MAYLI ( CONT' D)

Talora, | know this doesn't interest
you, but you don't seemto even be
trying.

Tal ora breaks out of her silence and turns and | ooks at Mayli.

TALORA
(apol ogetical ly)
["msorry -— was | that obvious?

Mayli smles, warmy and a bit m schievously.

MAYLI
Don't try to fool your nother, Talora.
Are you worried about the conmand?

TALORA
Ch, it's not that. Not that nuch,
that is.

MAYLI

Then what, dear?

TALORA
Yest er day peopl e were wat chi ng ne.
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MAYLI
St al kers?

Tal ora nods.

TALORA
You could call themthat.

MAYLI
(firmy)
| would. No other nanme for those
ki nd of brigands.

TALORA
Markan and | noticed two people
wat ching us while we were eating.
Mar kan was going look into it.

MAYLI
(cont enpt uous)
Oh. | guess it will be dealt with
real soon.
TALORA
Mot her. ..
MAYLI
Don't "mother' nme, Talora. | don't
li ke the | ooks of that Markan.
TALORA
Mot her, | can socialize with whom |
pl ease
MAYLI

O course, darling. But don't go

| ooking for ny approval. He's in
the Tal' Shiar, Talora, the Tal' Shiar.
Never forget that. The Tal' Shiar
are to be used, maybe even
respected... but |oved?

TALORA
Wo said it was | ove?

MAYLI
It was before, and it is now |
told you not to lie to your nother.
(beat)
But even if you do |love him you
shouldn't trust him Shouldn't trust
any of them

TALORA
I know what they're capabl e of,
Mother. | haven't forgotten that.
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Mayli puts her hand on her daughter's shoul der.

MAYLI
I knew you had sense, Tal ora.

Tal ora nods, not all that interested. There's a beat.

MAYLI ( CONT' D)
(changi ng the topic)
Well... Are we settled in, Talora?

TALORA
(I ooking at the inmense
size of the chanber)
Yeah... | forgot just how big this
roomis...

Mayli shakes her head.
MAYLI

Well, that's what you get for getting
sent away in that pointless exchange

program. .
TALORA
You di sapprove of that too?
MAYLI
O course | do. It's not l|ike that
starship of yours nakes nuch stops
at Ronulus. | rarely get to see you
t hese days.
TALORA

It was a Wi se career nove.

MAYLI
Oh, | don't doubt that. It's just a
good thing you're about to nake
anot her wi se career nove... and cone
back honme, into the fold.

Beat, as Tal ora considers Mayli's statenent.

TALORA
(carefully)
Mot her, why did father bid for ny
taki ng of the Lukan?

MAYLI
Your father thought your career needed
a gentle nudge forward. You don't
get much praise working in Starfl eet.

TALORA
(slightly annoyed)
But | wanted...

35.
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Talora is cut off by a GAVEL, and the senate CONSUL speaki ng.

CONSUL
The Ronmul an Senate is now in session.
The first order of business on the
roster is the command position of
the I . R W Lukan.

Amanni us stands up from his desk.

AMANNI US
Consul ?

The Consul notices him

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
| have a proposal

The Consul nods.

CONSUL
Senat or Amanni us has the fl oor.

Amanni us st ands.

AMANNI US
| propose a candidate for the
captai ncy of the Lukan: Subcommander
Tal or a.

Amanni us presses a button on his desk's conputer panel. A
| arge screen behind the Consul comes to life, displaying
Tal ora's Romul an Navy record.

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)

(oratorically)
She has been in the service since
t he Dom ni on War, and has received
several commendations, even one from
the Praetor hinself. She also has
experience with several technol ogies
gai ned through the Technol ogy Exchange
Treaty with the Federation, nanely
Quantum Sl i pstream Dri ves.

(beat)
Each one of her commandi ng officers
has commended her for outstanding
performance of her duties, above and
beyond the call. And in her Starfleet
service she has kept Federation
interests at heart. The ideal figure
for this position.

VA CE
(forcefully, tersely)
| oppose Senator Amannius's
pr oposi tion.
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The roomis silent, imediately drawn to that voice -- as

sone sudden whi spering starts up. Amannius | ooks clear across
the room and we pan around with himto see a Senator, who

is now also standing. He is a lean, wiry figure. He has a
distinctly formdable, comranding air about him

Amanni us and the upstart |ock eyes. Fromtheir expressions
alone it is plain they are very, very old enemes. The
Consul, maintaining an officious air, flickers his gaze from
Amanni us to the out spoken Senat or.

CONSUL
Senat or Amanni us, do you cede the
floor to Senator Voran?

Amanni us gri nmaces, not wanting to cede, but know ng he has
no choice. The other Senator (VORAN) has an al nost snug
expression at this reaction -— al nost.

CONSUL ( CONT' D)
Senat or Amanni us?

AMANNI US
(hesitant, not breaking
hi s gaze from Vor an)
...Yes. | cede the floor.

He sits, slowy, alnost nechanically, his gaze still | ocked.
Voran enters the fore. He’'s not smling, but he doesn't

have to be to so blatantly express what he feels. Cool

calm wth precision, confident, alert. Like the world really
was his oyster.

There is quiet consternation anongst the Senators and ot hers
present resulting fromthis recent reaction. They' re al
waiting to see what Voran will say. Voran, savoring the
nmonment, licks his dry |ips.

VORAN

| do not deny that Subcomuander Tal ora
has, on occasion, proven herself to
be a conpetent officer, but not only
is she unworthy of the position
forwarded to her by the hardly
obj ective Senator Amannius, there
are also far nore appeasabl e choi ces.

(beat)
What choi ces, you m ght ask. The
alternative is perhaps one of the
nost di stinguished officers in the
Romul an Star Navy to date, who has
proved himself time and tinme again

in the Conmander's chair -— not nere
Subcommander's — as a shrewd,
brilliant, and fully Ronul an
Conmander .

( MORE)
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VORAN ( CONT' D)
The popul ar consensus of the noment
is that Commander Korilimis to be
t he commandi ng officer of the Lukan.

Many gazes turn towards KORILIM (from "Dance"), who is in
the room but he remai ns sonewhat unreadabl e, though content,
confident, and clearly pleased. The beginnings of a smle,
but only the beginnings, curve his |ips.

Amanni us | ooks sonewhat nervous about the argunment Voran is
about to make. Voran notes Amanni us's nervousness as sSavors
it, licking his brittle lips once nore. The tension is al nost
electric.

VORAN ( CONT' D)
Furthernore, recent reports fromthe
Starfl eet Exchange Program show t hat
Conmander Tal ora has di sregarded
explicit orders froma flag officer
and willingly violated her oath of
duty.

Voran presses a few buttons on a PADD he's holding. The
screen now di spl ays Tal ora's exchange records, translated to
Romul an text.

The entire senate floor |ooks at screen, scrutinizing the
docunent .

We can see fromthe expression on Voran's face that he's far
fromover -— on the contrary, he's only begi nning.

VORAN ( CONT' D)

(i ndi gnant)
Senators, visitors, onlookers, al
t hose present, she commtted an act
no | ess then treason! Only weeks
ago! Is this the kind of officer we
want commandi ng our flagship? One
t hat di sregards orders whenever it
suits her? One whose |oyalty depends
on her nood?

(beat, venonous)
And that is not all, as you wll
note |l ooking at that file. Not only
di sl oyal , Subcommander Tal ora has
proven herself to be grossly
I nconpetent, having shared
responsibility for the deaths of no
| ess then sixty-seven Federation
civilians!

(beat, appraisingly)
O will we take Korilim whose
uncondi tional loyalty to the Twin
Pl anets has been shown tine and tinme

( MORE)
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The Consul

VORAN ( CONT' D)
agai n, who perfornmed above and beyond
the duty Romul us required of him
whenever it was necessary? A hero
of Chin'toka Ill? Awarded three
Avises? A man is guilty of neither
treason nor is inconpetent? The man
whom | shoul d add, squared off wth
t hat same Subcommander Tal ora for
t he cause of the Romulan Star Enpire
whi | e she was agai nst!

CONSUL

Is that all, Senator Voran?
VORAN

All, esteenmed Consul. Until any

counterarguments are raised.
nods, noting that, and | ooks over to
CONSUL

Senat or Amanni us, do you cont est
this information?

Amanni us doesn't stop |ooking at Voran, not for
Voran | ooks at himw th an expression bordering
as if the decision Amannius next makes is but a
i nconveni ence. Amanni us, on the other hand, is
a hint of depression, but also resigned. He's lost this
round, and he knows it.

Beat .

Voran smles thinly,

AMANNI US
...No, Your Honor.

CONSUL
Does anyone el se wish to propose a
candi date or add to the discussion?

CONSUL ( CONT' D)
Senat or Voran, do you have anyt hi ng
nore to add, in light of this?

VORAN
Yes, your honor. Since none wish to
address ny previous comments, | do
i ndeed.
(beat)

It is also noted that Subcommander
Tal ora's exchange commission is still
active, and she still is listed as
t he executive officer on the U S. S

( MORE)

39.

Amanni us.

one i nstant.
on contenpt,

m nor
angry,

finally permtting hinself to feel

W th

snug.
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VORAN ( CONT' D)
Enterprise. Subcomrander Talora's
experience in the Federation Starfl eet
woul d better suit the Enpire as a
conduit of information and
i ntergovernnental cooperation.
Though, as | noted, there are things
in Talora's record that |eave nuch
to be desired, she has shown herself
in this manner at least fully up to
the task given to her. Her exchange
comm ssion will not expire until the
end of the Standard Federation year,
and despite her appalling actions
according to ny Federation
counterparts she is optional to return
to activities within Starfleet until
t hat conm ssion expires.

(beat)

And that is not all. | furthernore
propose that her exchange conm ssion
be renewed for the additional duration
of five such years.

CONSUL
So recorded. The issue shall be put
to the Senate if Talora is not voted

into the conmand of the Lukan. Is
that all, Senator Voran?

VORAN
Yes, your honor, if none wish to
counter.

CONSUL

Senat or Amanni us?

AVANNI US
(weakl y, quiet)
Yes.

Voran sits back down. Unlike Amannius he returns to his
seat with grace, and a fully satisfied air.

CONSUL
Are there any other argunents that
anyone wi shes to nake on this matter?

Long beat.

CONSUL ( CONT' D)
Very well. Al Senators present
pl ease vote for Comuander Korilim or
Subconmander Tal ora for the comand
of the I.R W Lukan on your termnals
now.

40.
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The Senate floor becones quiet, and the bl eachers becone
awash with chatter. The screen behind the Consul is replaced
with a vote counter with proportion bars next to the nanes.
One bar takes a very fast |ead, and the shorter bar is having
maj or probl ens catching up

Mayli watches in shock as the larger bar's growmh slowy
steadies out in relation to the shorter one's. Talora watches
on, as if she half-expected it to happen. She seens

di sappoi nted, but not in those results. Both bars continue
torise, but Korilims bar far nore rapidly. Finally, after

t he Consul uses his gavel:

CONSUL ( CONT' D)
Al the Senators have been accounted
for. This voting session is now
over. Congratulations, Korilim you
shal |l be assigned to the I.R W Lukan
once the ship is comm ssioned.

There is a slight round of approving applause. Korilim does
not speak or get up, but he now conpletes his smle. It is
not particularly open, but it is fully contented smle.

CONSUL ( CONT' D)
This session of the Senate i s now
concluded. There will be a short
recess before the second order of
busi ness i s addressed.

Slowy the previously nmuted conversation |levels begin to
rise and visitors and senators alike file out of the room
Mayli and Tal ora remai n seat ed.

MAYLI
(to Tal ora)
Ch ny... Talora, I'’mso sorry..
TALORA

(consol i ng)
It's all right, Mdther. Korilimwas
probably a better choice anyway. ..

MAYLI
That Voran was incredibly...

Mayli funbles with words, can't think of an expletive worthy
of the crine. Talora puts her hand on her shoul der.

TALORA
Flinging insults and accusations is
part of political life, nother, as I
know too wel .

Mayli | ooks over at Talora. Sonmehow she had expected nuch
nore of a reaction from her
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MAYLI
(soft)

Talora, are you sure you're fine?
TALORA

Yes, Mother. |'m okay.
MAYLI

Your father worked very hard on

this... Weks and weeks of politica

maneuvering. He was determned to
make it work. He's going to be so
depressed after this failure.

Tal ora | ooks off into the distance, pondering her nother's
wor ds.

TALORA
(t hought ful)
Maybe | should have a talk with him

W pan to where she is looking and reveal that it is Amannius,
who is still on the floor. He |ooks very sullen over the
deci si on, rubbing his forehead.
On this clearly depressed man's face, we...

FADE OUT

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE
FADE | N:
I NT. AMANNI US' S OFFI CE
A large office building, lined with bookcases and pictures,

and a | arge wooden desk and chair in front of a window The
| arge grey wi ndow | ooks out on the uniformand yet in a way
beautiful Ronulan skyline. The roomitself is stuffy and

yet honely, cold and yet having warnth. A place alnost |ived
in by one man, and yet he is a man rarely pleasant.

The man hinself, AMANNIUS, is sitting in the chair, tending
to business on his desk’s conmputer termnal. The comm chi nes.
Amanni us | ooks up.

SECRETARY (Q.S.)
Sir, your daughter Talora is here to
see you.

Amanni us's expression indicated he expected this, and he
braces hinself. He |ooks back down at his screen.

AMANNI US
(to the air)
Send her in.

The door parts, and Talora enters Amannius's office. The
door cl oses behind her. She |ooks around, noting the many
changes in the room since she'd been here |ast.

AMANNI US ( CONT' D)
(wor ki ng on consol e,
not directly | ooking
at Tal ora)
| hear you're planning on going back
to Starfleet tonorrow

TALORA
Yes, | am And the Senate has
ext ended nmy conmm ssion for the next
five years.
AMANNI US
(still not | ooking at
her)
Congrat ul ati ons.
TALORA
(movi ng cl oser)

Thank you.

Beat .
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
Do you renenber that argunent we
had?

AMANNI US
(still not | ooking)
Whi ch one? There's been a few

TALORA

It was back in my acadeny days.
After you suggested | keep politics
as a main course. Do you renenber
what | told you?

(beat)
That | wanted to advance on ny own
nerits, and not ny famly nane.

AMANNI US
(still not making eye
cont act)
I know.
Anot her beat.
TALORA

(frustrated)
Then why did you do this?

Amannius SIGHS, and finally nakes eye contact with Tal ora.
He | ooks worn, tired, but caring. Genuinely concerned for
hi s daught er

AMANNI US

(sl ow, passionate)
| wanted an heir to ny title. Soneone
who had a career just as distinguished
as mne to continue the famly line.
Qur famly has always had a nenber
who was at the forefront of the issues
of the Enpire even before the Earth
War al nost three centuries ago.

TALORA
(nonchal ant, but
under st andi ng t he

Vi ewpoi nt)
.1 see...
AMANNI US
And when Nelar died, | had |ost the
one | made out to be ny heir. It
was a terrible blowto ne, to you
toall the famly. It was a |oss

that | felt deeply then, and | feel
deeply now. My boy...
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He trails off. Looking to the floor. Talora knows better
then to disturb that silence.

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)

(finally picking up

t he thread again)
It was also a blowto the name. He
was the one | had hoped would fulfill
the famly line in that regard.
Wth himdead that could never be
possi bl e.

Hi s gaze reaches Tal ora’ s again.

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
But | still had you...
(beat)
| turned to advanci ng your career,
hopi ng you coul d beconme the heir to
our famly's history.

Beat. Talora takes in her father's statenent gravely, but
with no less warnth then he.

TALORA
(consol i ng)
You instilled the right values in ne
in my upbringing, father. That's
di stingui shing enough for ne.

She wal ks over to himand places her hand on his shoul der.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
And, perhaps, one day | will fulfil
that famly nanme, father. To nake
you and the generations before you
proud.

Amanni us | ooks up, noved, and grateful.

AVANNI US
You don’t need to nake ne proud,
Tal ora. You al ready have.
(beat)
Thank you.

Amanni us gets up

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
Have fun with your tinme extension in
t he Exchange Program | know you'l |
do your best and your duty to both
the Enpire and the Federation. And
| hope your ship escapes
decomm ssi oning over this incident.

( MORE)
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AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
The Federati on/ Rormul an rel ations
just wouldn't be the same w thout an
Enterprise invol ved.

TALORA
Thank you, Father. Although |I don't
think there's nuch chance of that.

AMANNI US
We're Ronmul ans, Talora. W make our
chances.

They reach the door. Before they exit, Amannius turns to
face Tal ora.

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
Care to dine with your nother and ne
| ater tonight one last tine?

TALORA
| already have plans wi th Markan
t oni ght .

Amanni us doesn't seem as surprised as Tal ora expected.

AVANNI US
Then you can bring him al ong.

TALORA
(surprised)
You don't say.
AMANNI US

(sem - nock insistence)
Fat her knows best.

TALORA
Al right, all right. He'll cone.
|f he agrees to it.
Beat. Talora opens the door.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Goodbye, Fat her.

AVANNI US
See you tonight.

Talora exits the office, closing the door behind her.
CUT TGO
EXT. ROMULAN SENATE BUI LDI NG

Talora is wal king down the |arge nunber of steps in front of
t he buil di ng.
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Part of the way down, she pauses to take a | ook across the

| arge open square at the bottom of the steps. She pauses as
she sees two hooded figures on the far side of the square,
one apparently watching her intently. As she watches, the
smal ler of the two turns to |leave, briefly pausing as if to
call the other along. The taller figure stands for a nonent
| onger, before following the first.

Tal ora pauses before she conti nues down the steps and out
into the square, when MARKAN comes runni ng up behind her

He | ooks Iike he's been running for sone distance, as he is
panting heavily.

MARKAN
(exhaust ed)
Tal or al

Talora turns around to look at him concerned at his
abr upt ness.

TALORA
Mar kan, what’'s w ong?

MARKAN
(still panting)
| found out who our nystery nen were.

Mar kan hands her a PADD with pictures of the two stal kers
and sonme information next to them Talora's eyes w den when
she reaches a certain point in the dossier.

TALCRA
(1 ooki ng up)
You're not serious...

Gim WMarkan nods.

MARKAN
Tal ons of D Deri dex.

TALORA
But why us? Until a few days ago |
hadn't even heard..

Talora trails off as it clicks.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
I"'min the Starfl eet Exchange Program

MARKAN
Preci sely.

TALORA
Did you tell your supervisor?
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MARKAN
He didn't follow up. He said
"l acked enough evidence to further

investigate the matter." | knew all
along they didn't take nme seriously,
but this really is critical! Trust

nme, the Tal ons may have tal ked hi gh,
but they haven't stal ked anyone. ..
since twel ve years ago.

TALORA
(curses)
D Vor.
(to Markan)
What do we do?

MARKAN
I"mgoing to escort you to the
transporter port. They probably
will strike soon if they intend to.
Let's go.

Markan briefly surveys the area before they nove out.

CUT TO
EXT. RAIL TRAM STATI ON
Tal ora and Markan enmerge froma car.

TALORA
We're here.

MARKAN
(whi sper ed)
Sssh!  They m ght recogni ze your
Voi ce.

Mar kan surveys the area again. He spots sonething or soneone
off in the distance. W pan around to see that it's the
| arger of the two stal kers.

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
| see the large one. Be careful.
And stay close to ne.

Tal ora nods. Markan and Tal ora nove through the crowd,
cautiously, quietly, trying to attract as little attention
as possible. Suddenly, a second person appears from behind
them-— the other stalker. Before they see himor can react,
he then grabs Tal ora and drags her off.

TALORA
(shouti ng)
Mar kan!



RENAI SSANCE: "The Public Eye" - ACT FIVE 49.

Markan whirls around to see Tal ora being dragged off by the
second stal ker. Talora is struggling, but she is obviously
not maki ng any progress escaping her captor. The man is
raci ng through the crowmd, noving too fast for the few feeble
attenpts nmade by onl ookers to stop himsuccessfully. Mrkan
gives chase, racing after himas fast as he can, as the

stal ker makes a turn into an alley. Sone of the crowd is
letting himthrough, but many, largely oblivious to the recent
event, block his path, so Markan begins the excruciating

task of noving through themto his quarry.

Finally, wades through the crowd and breaks out into a sprint
after the captor. He reaches the alley, peers wthin, and
notes that the captor is there. He stays next to the alley
and pulls out his disruptor fromhis jacket.

EXT. ALLEY

Markan whirls into the alley-way, pointing his disruptor at
t he captor.

MARKAN
Tal ' Shiar! Freezel

The captor turns around, and now al so has a disruptor in
hand. He has it pointed at Talora's head, and is al so using
Talora as a shield. He grins a sickening grin at Mrkan.
Markan draws a bead with the sight onto the captor's head.

Markan then feels a poke to his tenple, the nmuzzle of another
di sruptor. A very large hand is holding the grip, owned by
t he burly Ronul an.

DANGERCQUS- LOOKI NG ROMULAN
(deep baritone,
hi ssing, into Markan's
ear)
Drop the weapon, Tal' Shiar.

W go to a wide-angle shot at this standoff. Markan | ooks
nervously back and forth between the captor and the dangerous-
| ooki ng Romul an. He takes a deep breath, and then |eaps

into action. 1In one swift, snooth nmovenent, he ducks his

head out of the Dangerous-Looking Ronmul an’s di sruptor, and
fires off a shot at the captor. The burly Romul an's disruptor
m sses and hits a wall on the other side of Markan, and
Markan's shot mi sses its intended target and strikes the
captor in the arm Talora's captor yelps as he is hit.

Tal ora seizes the opportunity of her captor being wounded
and whi ps the armaround her and twists it. The captor
still stunned fromgetting shot, is unable to counter. She
twists the armhard, and a soft snapping sound is heard. As
the captor screams out in pain, Talora follows up with a
knee to his chest. Talora then grabs the base of his neck
and squeezes. The captor goes linp and col | apses on the
ground. Talora lets out a sigh of relief.
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At the sane tine, Markan follows up fromhis fancy nove by
ki cking the burly Ronulan in the stomach, and then further
twirling around his armto slap the disruptor out of his
opponent's hand. The burly Ronulan is nmonentarily stunned
by the kick. Markan wi nds up another kick, but the Romul an
catches his foot before it strikes. Markan whips his

di sruptor up to fire, but the burly Rormulan swiftly swats
the gun out of his hand. Mrkan's assailant then picks him
up by the leg and drops him Markan gets up, only to be
grabbed on the sides by the Dangerous-Looking Romulan's | arge
hands. He then savagely head-butts Markan, and punches him
in the chest. Markan flies backwards into a wall.

Mar kan is now bl eeding green blood fromhis forehead and

nose. He tries to sit up, and yelps in pain and clutches

his rib cage. Talora |ooks helplessly on as the hul ki ng
Romul an wal ks up to Markan, smling, as if to toy with him
sone nore. Talora then | ooks down and sees Markan’s di sruptor
laying in front of her foot. She quickly |ooks at Markan
sitting there awaiting his dem se. Talora kicks the disruptor
to Markan, who then quickly picks it up in one rapid novenent
bef ore the Ronmul an can react. The Romul an then | unges at

Mar kan, hoping to snother himw th his great bul k before
Markan can fire, but it is too late. A bright green beam

i ssues forth from Markan’s disruptor, hitting the Dangerous-
Looki ng Rormul an squarely in the chest. Wth an earth-curdling
scream he vanishes in a cloud of green vapor. Talora then
runs over to the battered Markan and kneel s down next to him
to inspect his injuries.

TALORA
(worri ed)
Mar kan! Are you okay?
MARKAN
(not there at all)

Uhhh. . .

We cut to a first-person view through Markan's eyes, which
are all blurry, and see a doubl e-vision of Talora.

FADE TO BLACK

TALORA
(echoi ng)
Mar kan!

FADE | N:

W fade back in again through Markan's eyes. He appears to

be |ying down, and there are several devices of a nedical
nature on the wall in front of him A beeping noise is comng
fromthe side of him which is slowy gaining in speed.

VA CE
(di stant)
He's com ng around!
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I NT. ROMULAN HOSPI TAL

An energency room w th Markan, all bandaged up and with a
device on his head, and Talora and a Ronul an doctor standi ng
next to him

DOCTOR
(to Tal ora)
That should do it.

- MARKAN
(groggily)
Where. ..
(beat)
Where am | ?
TALORA

You' re in D Atan's Mercy hospital.

DOCTOR
I'Il be back | ater.

The Doctor |eaves to tend to another patient. Markan gets
up a bit, but hisses as he feels an arc of pain go up his
rib cage. He groans in pain. Talora puts a hand on his
shoul der, maki ng hi m nove back down.

MARKAN
That doesn't feel so good.

TALORA
Take it easy. The doctor says you
have three broken ribs and a
concussion. You should be able to
| eave in two days, one, if you're
| ucky.

MARKAN
Brilliant. Just brilliant.

Beat as his nmenory returns to him

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
(nmore synpat hetically)
Are you okay?

TALORA
I'mfine.

MARKAN
The attackers?

TALORA
You killed one, the other is in
custody, being treated for his
injuries. The Tal'Shiar is going to
do an investigation into the matter.
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Markan lets out a soft grunt.

MARKAN
(nmocki ngl y)
Now t hey do an investigation.
Beat .
TALORA
Those were some fancy noves you pulled
of f there.
MARKAN
(jovially)
Didn't you know? Al Tal'Shiar agents
have to be a phase 1 adept in
Tal dos' El .
Beat .

TALORA
And | was fairly sure when | picked
up that disruptor it wasn't set to
kill.

Mar kan shrugs.

MARKAN
| had to be sure.

Beat .

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
(j okingly)
Vell, | guess this nmeans no dinner
t oni ght .

Tal ora sm | es.

TALORA
| forgot to tell you...
(beat)
I"ve decided to stay a couple nore
weeks until you get better.

Mar kan coughs.

MARKAN
Ah. ..
(beat)
Well then...

Just then, AMANNI US wal ks into the ward.
MARKAN ( CONT' D)

(noticing him
Senat or.
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AMANNI US
Mar kan.

MARKAN
I won't detain your daughter any
| onger, you can speak to her now.

AMANNI US
Actually, it's you | cane to see.

Mar kan frowns, not know ng what to nmake of that.
Beat. Amanni us takes a deep breath.

AVANNI US ( CONT' D)
| have sonething to tell you. [|I'm
sorry for letting sonmething that has
| ong past affect nmy attitude towards
you. |'ve ruined your career, and
m streated you at the spaceport. |
hope you can accept mny apol ogy.

MARKAN
Apol ogy accepted. |[|'d extend ny
hand, but...

Mar kan nods to his incapacitated position.

Amannius turns to | eave, but turns around to say one | ast
t hi ng.

AMANNI US
(al nost as an
aftert hought)
And t hank you for saving ny daughter's
life.

MARKAN
Anytine. Well, that is, if | need
toin the future...

AVANNI US
(not sure what to
make of that)
Ri ght.

Amanni us then exits Markan's ward. Markan | ooks back to
Tal or a.

MARKAN

| really balled up that one, didn't
| ?

TALORA
He understands. Sonetines he isn't
the best with words hinsel f.

53.
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MARKAN
A Senat or ?

TALORA
And a father.

MARKAN
Ahhhhhh. . .

Beat .

MARKAN ( CONT' D)
Wiere do you think we should spend
the rest of those few weeks?

TALORA
Wio says |'m staying with you?

MARKAN
Wio el se would you be staying with?
Your father?

TALORA
Way not you stay with himtoo?

The | ook on Markan's face is priceless.

MARKAN
You're not serious...

TALORA
O course |''m not.

Mar kan seens visibly relieved.

Beat. Talora noves towards Markan, about to say or do
sonmet hing -— but then considers better of it.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
| have to get going too. | have to
unpack agai n.

Markan smles, trying to | ook confortable — although he
clearly isn't.

MARKAN
See you around.

Talora gets up to |eave, leaving the canmera fixed on Markan
who falls back asleep to let his body heal. A voice over of
a newscast plays as well.

ANNOUNCER (V. O.)
(fadi ng out)
Wl cone to the evening news.
( MORE)
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ANNOUNCER (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Qur breaking story is a thwarted
attenpt on the life of Senator
Amanni us' s daughter thanks to the
intervention of an unidentified
Tal " Shiar agent. The attack was
believe to be...

The shot then pans out nore, and appears to have actually
been on a display screen. The announcer slowy fades out
into the background noi se.

CUT TO
I NT. ALIEN SH P

Y' LAN wat ches Markan sl eeping blissfully, and checks severa
ot her readouts on other displays.

COW VA CE
M ssi on acconpl i shed.

Y' LAN
Yes, but now we have ot her
conplications.

COW VO CE
What do you nean?
Y' LAN
They wll likely discover that this

tine, their plan was not thwarted by
a coincidental event. There will be
obvi ous clues in Markan's brain that
there was a nmenory inplant. They
may al so decide to take care of their
targets thensel ves instead of
mani pul ating others to carry out
their m ssion.

COW VA CE
What's our new course?

Y' LAN
Sect or 001.

COW VA CE

Under st ood.
On Y'lan's unreadable alien face, we...
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FIVE

THE END
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