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RENAI SSANCE: " O her Things Equal " - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE -- ANTARES FLEET YARDS

Open on the bl ackness of space, and we see a large Starfl eet
docking facility, simlar (but not identical to) the docks
at Uopia Planitia.

CRGCSS (V. 0)
Personal Log, Stardate 79353.6. The
Enterprise has been docked at the
Antares Fleet Yards for the past
week, undergoing repairs to the hul
arnor after the mission to the Banks
Drift.

As Cross speaks, we zoomin towards the station, until we
see the ENTERPRI SE, noored to the station

Thi s drydock is unlike those we've seen before, however --
in addition to the usual nmetal franmes surrounding the ship,
the frane is covered with a transparent material, conpletely
encl osing the interior.

CRCSS (V.0 ) (CONT' D)
The down tine hasn't been exactly
hel pful ... at least, not for ne.
|'ve slowy gotten back into the
routine of running the Enterprise --
with no small amount of help from
Tal ora and the others.

W continue to zoomin even closer. W see various engi neers

wor king on the hull, renoving scorched hull plates and wel di ng
new ones into place. None of the workers are in spacesuits --
it's a pressurized environment with a normal atnosphere.

Qur perspective focuses on one person, not working on the
hul |, but rather sitting, and watching the repairs. Push in
further...

EXT. ENTERPRI SE -- HULL

It's NEIL CRCSS, sitting with his back | eaning agai nst the

rise of the Bridge dome. He's narrating to a PADD which he
holds in his hand. (Note: Cross should be wearing nmagnetic
boots to anchor his feet to the "deck.")

CRCSS
But somehow, | can't shake this
feeling of doubt, of reluctance.
Fate has put ne here again, given me
t he opportunity to nmake anends for...
for what | did.

( MORE)
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CRCSS ( CONT' D)
(beat)
But I'mstarting to wonder if |I'm
only going to do nore harmthan
good. . .

He trails off, and stares off into space, presunmably watching
the hull work continue.

W hear the CLUWP of a nmagnetic boot attaching itself to the
hul | .

QUI NLAN (O S.)
Capt ai n?

Cross turns to see QUINLAN com ng into view around the edge
of the done.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
You turned your conmuni cator off.

CRCSS
Sonet hi ng wong, Lieutenant?

QUI NLAN
Not unl ess you count a pani cking
Romul an.

Qui nlan grins.
QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Tal ora's been turning the ship upside-
down | ooking for you.
Cross turns back, facing away from Quinl an.

CROSS
| just needed a bit of quiet tine...

A beat. Quinlan listens -- with the engineers |aboring around
them the sounds of hull arnmor being welded into place, it's
hardly what one would call "quiet."
QUI NLAN
You coul d' ve gone to your quarters
for that.

Anot her beat. Cross sighs, but keeps |ooking straight ahead.

CRCSS

What do you see out there, Quinlan?
QUI NLAN

Un.. the hull?
CRCSS

Exactly.
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Quinlan starts to get a concerned | ook.

QUI NLAN
Captain, are you all right?
CRGCSS
(curtly)
I"mfine.
QUI NLAN

I'"'mno counselor, but it seens that
you' ve got somet hing on your m nd.

CRCSS
(mldly annoyed)
O course |'ve got sonething on ny
m nd. ..
(beat)
Take a | ook around, Quinlan.

Qui nl an | ooks.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
You see engi neers working on the
hull. | see people cleaning up
anot her mess that | created.

QUI NLAN
Wy ?

CRCSS
You know that as well as | do. |

was so obsessed with doing some good --
acconplishing a peaceful First Contact
m ssion -- that | ended up endangering

the ship yet again, causing nore
damage.

Cross finally turns around to | ook at Quinlan directly.

CROSS ( CONT' D)

Even when I'mtrying to do sonething
good for the ship, there's sonething

that bites ne in the ass.

QUI NLAN
qui ps)

Isn't that how it always works anyway?

(beat)
Captain, you can't afford to keep
second- guessi ng yourself. W al
make m stakes. Hell, I"'mone to
tal k about that, aren't 17?

Cross smiles briefly.
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QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
At sone point you' ve got to --

Her sentence is suddenly cut off by a blaring ALERT KLAXON.
Quinlan and Cross | ook at each other.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
How can you have a red alert in
drydock?

Cross stands up, suddenly all business.

CRCSS
Let's find out.
(taps commbadge)
Cross to Bridge, report.

| NTERCUT:
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

TALORA and DQJAR stand together at the Tactical station.
Around them the rest of the crew bustles under the flashing
alert lights.

TALORA
Captain, we've just received a
distress call fromthe starship Robert
April. Station operations is
scranbling all ships.

CROSS S COW VA CE
Acknowl edged. Qinlan's with nme --
beam us aboard i nmedi ately.

TALORA
Yes, sir.
(beat, adjusts conm
Transporter Room beam Captain Cross
and Lieutenant Quinlan directly to

t he Bridge.

DAJAR
Conmander, |1'mreading a power surge
fromthe April.

Change perspective to see the front of the Bridge, as Cross
and Quinlan appear in the usual flash of light. He

i medi ately strides forward into the central area, while
Qui nlan rushes to the hel mconsol e.

CRCSS
Can you determ ne the nature of the
April's distress?
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TALORA
No. The signal was al nost
unintelligible. W only got a few
wor ds.

CRGCSS
How | ong until we can | aunch?

TALORA
At | east --

DAJAR

(urgently)
Captain, they' re powering up their
slipstreamdrive!

Cross whirls.
CRCSS
What ?
CUT TGO
EXT. SPACE
W see the Robert April, a sleek, powerful-1ooking starship
with a clear resenblance to the Enterprise. It glides past

our point of view, and we see it BLAST AWAY in a bl azing
bl ue streak into slipstream

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
Doj ar | ooks up fromhis console, grim
DAJAR
Too late... they're gone.
On everyone's reactions, we...
FADE QUT.

END OF TEASER




RENAI SSANCE: " O her Things Equal " - ACT ONE

FADE | N:

ACT ONE

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE -- MOVENTS LATER

Sane as before. Cross is PACCNGin front of his chair.
Talora still stands next to Dojar at the Tactical console.
Qui nl an has taken her place at the Helm

The aft Bridge doors H SS open,

CRGCSS
Cone on, cone on..

the primary Engineering station.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
(to Tal ora)
What's taking so | ong?

At the OPS consol e, Lieutenant CALE responds.

CALE
Sir, Engineering reports that al
repair teans have evacuated. Station
ops is ready to begin
depressuri zation

CRCSS
And how long will that take?

CALE
At least two minutes, sir.

CRCSS
(i ncredul ous)
Two m nut es?

In the background, Gey eyes Cross with annoyance.

GREY
Sir, the station can't sinply bl ow
open the doors. The expl osive
deconpressi on woul d damage the entire
drydock frame.

Cross frows in Gey's direction, then turns to | ook at
CRGCSS
Do you have a sensor |ock on the
April?
DAJAR
Yes, sir. But the signal's fading --
they' Il be out of range in less than

fifteen m nutes.

and GREY enters and sits at

Doj ar .
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Cross turns to Tal ora.

CRCSS
How many ot her ships are |aunching?

Tal ora consults her panel

TALORA
Four .
(reading)
The Rohna, the Challenger, and the
Napol eon are underway, and the
T Kunbra is about to launch, but...

Cross's face falls.

CRCSS
(conpleting Talora's
t hought)
...But none of themis slipstream
capabl e.
(beat)
W're it, then.

Cross turns to Gey.

CRCOSS ( CONT' D)
Li eut enant, how soon can you have
the slipstreamdrive ready?

GREY
(concer ned)
Sir, the induction core was conpletely
shut down for nmaintenance. |'d
reconmend at |least a ten mnute warm
up sequence.

CRCSS
(annoyed)
In case you didn't notice, Lieutenant,
an unknown party just made off with
Starfleet's newest warship. | want
to make the junp to slipstream no
nore than two m nutes after we | aunch.

G ey scows, and for a nmonment | ooks as if he's going to argue

t he point.

GREY
Yes, sir.
(beat)
If you'll excuse ne, | should oversee

t he | aunch sequence from Engi neeri ng.

Wthout waiting for a response from Cross, he gets up and
EXI TS through the rear doors. As the doors close, Talora
gives Cross a grave | ook.
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CRGCSS
(ironically, to hinself)
D smi ssed, Lieutenant.

After a beat, he turns to Dojar.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Tal ora, can you find out which other
sli pstream capabl e starships are
depl oyed in the sector?

TALORA
Yes, sir. Allow nme a nonent to access
t he depl oynent roster.

CONTROLLER S COW VA CE
Enterprise, depressurization is
conplete. You're clear for departure.
Stand by for space doors.

Cross sits in his chair. On the viewscreen, the huge doors
enclosing the Enterprise begin to swing open |like the petals
of an alien flower.

CRGCSS
You heard the man, Quinlan. Take us
out, full thrusters.

QUI NLAN
Aye, sir. Full thrusters.

EXT. ENTERPRI SE -- DRYDOCK

Li ke a wakeni ng beast,

pushes away fromits enclosure.

EXT. SPACE -- ANTARES FLEET YARDS

CUT TO

the Enterprise runbles to |life and

The Enterprise soars away fromthe conplex and into deep

space.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As before.

GREY' S COW VO CE
Bridge, this is Engineering. The
quantum i nduction core is powered up
and ready for slipstream

TALORA
Acknow edged, M ster G ey.

CUT TO
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QUI NLAN
W' ve cleared the station perineter.
Cross nods.
CRGCSS
Pursuit course, Lieutenant. Maxinmum
speed.
(beat)
Engage!
CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

In a blazing streak, the Enterprise junps to slipstream
CUT TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As before. Cross turns in his seat to | ook up at Dojar.

CRGCSS
Doj ar, do have a good reading on the
April?

DAJAR

Yes, sir. She's about one-point-
four light-years distant, and hol ding
at 120,000 TSL.

QUI NLAN
They' re pushing awfully fast...
(wry) _ _
Though | would too if I'd just
hi j acked a Federation warship.

CRCSS
(to the com
Mster Grey, do you think we can
catch up to the April?

A beat .

GREY' S COW VO CE
| don't think so, sir. \Woever's in
control over there is pushing their
engines to the limt. W're risking
an engi ne burnout just maintaining
this speed.

CRCSS
Under st ood.
(beat)
Tal ora, what do you have on the
depl oynment roster?



RENAI SSANCE: " O her Things Equal " - ACT ONE 10.

TALORA
(frustrated)

There aren't any slipstream capable
starships listed on active duty for
this sector. |'ve w dened the search
fleet-wide -- but it appears that
t he depl oynents of Starfleet's battle
fleet 1s classified.

CRCSS
(di sgust ed)
That's par for the course these
days. ..
(beat)
Doj ar, get ne a secure channel to
Starfleet Conmmand.

DQJAR
Aye, sir.

Doj ar reacts to a beep fromhis console.

DOJAR ( CONT' D)
Sir, Starfleet Command is hailing
us. Priority One channel
(beat, grim
It's Admral Delfune.

Cross and Tal ora exchange rueful | ooks.

CRCSS
(sarcastic)
What a surprise. 1'll take it in ny
Ready Room Lieutenant.

Cross gets up and heads for the door.

DQJAR
Aye, sir.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

The doors sw sh open as Cross enters and wal ks over behind
his desk, which has a relatively |arge stack of PADDs off to
one side at the nonent. He sits -- and pauses for a nonent,
with a pensive look on his face. As if nmentally forcing his
armto nove, he reaches up and activates the desktop
viewscreen. On it, we see ADM RAL DELFUNE. She appears

| ess than happy.

CRCSS
(neutral)
Admi ral .
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DELFUNE
Captain, we've just received the
alert from Antares concerning the
situation. Wat's your status?

CRCSS
We're currently pursuing at
slipstream less than fifteen m nutes
behind them W' re maintaining our
maxi nrum speed at 120,000 TSL, but
Li eutenant Grey has expressed concern
about traveling any faster than that.

DELFUNE
(nods)
Mai ntai n your current speed. Better
to keep up with themthan risk falling
behi nd because of an engine failure.

CROSS
Understood, Admiral. W'IlIl catch up
with them when they have to drop out
at the twelve-hour Iimt.

Cross tries to neet Del fune's piercing gaze.

CROSS (CONT' D)
W'l get them Admral. Woever
"t hey" are.

Del fune smles with thinly veiled contenpt.

DELFUNE
| have no doubt that you wll,
Capt ai n.

A beat. Delfune glances offscreen to consult sonething on
her desk.

DELFUNE ( CONT' D)
Towards that end, Command is
assenbling a task force to help
recapture the Robert April. W' ve
called in Captain Joel and the
Levi athan, along with the Marshall,
t he Katana, the Firebrand, and the
Sting. They should be assenbl ed and
ready to |l aunch within three hours.

Cross's eyes widen as Delfune rattles off the ships' nanes.

CRGCSS
Admral, with all due respect...
don't you think that's a bit of an
overreaction?

11.
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Del fune gl ares through the viewscreen, as if trying to
literally bore through Cross's face.

DELFUNE

(biting)
Let me be very clear on this, Captain.
Regar dl ess of ny or Conmand' s opi nion
of your abilities as an officer, we
absol utely cannot allow the Robert
April to fall into eneny hands. No
Federati on starship has been seized
during peacetime in over twenty-five
years. W cannot allow such an
enmbarrassnment now. Furthernore,
Starfleet's defensive capabilities
rely nore than ever on technol ogi ca
superiority over the neighboring
powers. |If the Robert April is
allowed to escape, our enemes wll
have access to the nost advanced
mlitary systens in the gal axy --
slipstreamdrive, quantum induction
energy systens, reactive hull arnor,
not to nmention vast quantities of
classified data in the ship's conputer
core. We cannot afford to have our
secrets fall into the hands of the
i kes of the Breen, the Sheliak, the
Thol i ans, or heaven forbid sone rogue
faction |like the Cardassian
supremaci st groups or Klingon
Ref orm sts. ..

(beat)
Need | go on?

Cross's face falls, conceding the point.

CRGCSS
No, Admiral.
DELFUNE
Good.
(beat, back to business)
The Leviathan's task force will |aunch
as soon as it can, but they wll
still be at |east three hours behind
you. Your job is to mmintain constant
sensor contact with the April, provide

the Leviathan with all avail able
tactical data, and attenpt to
determ ne who has seized the ship.
Engage the April if you have an
opportunity, but do not risk
everything in sone overconfident
attenpt at heroics.

(beat)
Don't screw this up, Cross.
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Stung, Cross can only manage a weak response.

CRCSS
Yes, Admral.

Del fune continues as if she's just discussing the weather.

DELFUNE
Captain Joel will have overall command
of the task force; inform her
i medi ately of any change in the
April's status.

Anot her blow. Cross practically reels.

CRCSS
(weakl y)
Under st ood, Adm ral .

Del fune smiles, rubbing salt in the wound.

DELFUNE
"1l make sure you're provided with
all necessary data on the April's
capabilities and outfit at the tinme
it was commandeer ed.

(beat)

Good luck, Captain. Starfleet Comrand
out.

She reaches over to an unseen control, and her image
di sappears.

CLOSE- UP OF CRCSS

As he sits back, trying to absorb the enormty of the
conversation. He stares off into space, and we...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE -- QUANTUM SLI PSTREAM

In the ethereal blue tunnel of slipstream the Enterprise
bl azes past.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI EFI NG ROOM

At the table, Cross, Talora, Dojar, and Quinlan are seated.
Of to the side, the doors open, and Grey and ELRI S enter.
Cross | ooks up and gives her a brief NOD before turning to
the others, as Elris sits.

CRCSS
Al right, let's get started. Dojar --

Cross is interrupted as the doors open again, and Y' LAN
enters.

Y' LAN
| apol ogi ze for ny tardiness.

CRGCSS
(surprised)
Y lan, we didn't call you...

Y' LAN
| believe | can be of assistance
during this operation.

Cross quickly glances at the others; offering assistance was
rarely Y lan's style before.

CRCSS
| have no doubt about that, Y'Ian.
Pl ease, sit down.

Y | an awkwardly plants hinself in one of the seats at the
table. Cross turns to Dojar.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
As | was saying, Dojar, what's the
April's status?

DQJAR
The April is maintaining its course
at 120,000 TSL. 1've managed to

performa few scans of the ship in
t he past hour, but they're all of
relatively poor resolution due to
our relative speeds and di st ance.

( MORE)
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DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Al so, we've been unable to determ ne
a destination -- their current vector
doesn't pass near any star system or
known out post.

CRCSS
For the nmoment we'll have to assune
they' Il continue on their present

course and wait as |ong as possible
before exiting slipstream \What's
in the sector near their presuned
exit point?

DQJAR
Not much -- a few uni nhabited systens,
t he Chratinor Nebula, no najor
out posts to speak of. Al though
sonething could certainly have
devel oped there that we don't know
anything about. The last Starfl eet
survey of the sector was perforned
over forty years ago, by the starship
Mal i nché.

TALORA
Essentially, we have no idea what
we' re heading into.

DAJAR

(grimy)
That's right.

Cross | ooks unhappy, and turns to Tal ora.

CRCSS
Have Ops perform a | ong-range sensor
sweep of the sector when we get close
enough. | don't want to walk into
an anbush.

Dojar nods. Cross then turns to Gey.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
G ey, what's the situation with the
slipstreamdrive?

G ey straightens into a fornmal posture -- even nore forma
t han usual

GREY
Sir, the induction core is operating
at full efficiency. Hull ionization
is currently within tol erance |evels;
however, we will likely be forced to
exit slipstreamw thin three hours.

15.
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CRCSS
What about the April?

GREY
The Robert April carries the sane
type of slipstreamdrive as the
Enterprise; based on the
specifications |'ve seen, they are
limted by the same restrictions.

Cross nods.

CRCSS
"Il be relying on you to keep us in
slipstream | ong enough to get the
jump on them Lieutenant.

G ey | ooks unhappy.

GREY
Sir, I can't guara --

He is cut off by a BEEP fromthe comm

LESM 'S COW VA CE
Security to the Briefing Room

Cross | ooks up.

CRCSS
Go ahead.

LESM 'S COW VA CE
Captain, Mster Carter is demanding
to speak to you i mediately.

Everyone reacts, and none of them favorably. Rolled eyes,
exasperated sighs, and nuttered curses by everyone except
Y' | an.

CROSS
(annoyed)
InformMster Carter that | am
currently in the mddle of a strategic
briefing and cannot be disturbed. |
wll speak to himlater.

CARTER S COW VO CE
(muffled, in background)
Captain, you can't jus --

LESM 'S COW VA CE
(interrupting)
Acknowl edged, Captain. Lesm out.

The connection term nates. Cross Sl GHS.
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CRCSS
(j oki ng)
Let's drag this neeting out as |ong
as possible, shall we?
(beat, to Gey)
Conti nue, Lieutenant.

GREY
Captain, | can't recommend renaining
in the slipstream any |onger than
the regul ations specify. The
i ncreasing ionization of the hul
plating will begin to interfere with
the slipstream and eventually cause
a cascade fail --

CRCSS
(i nterrupts)
Li eutenant, all | need to know for

now i s whether or not you can allow
us to maintain pursuit as long as
possi bl e.

GREY
(sul I en)
"Il do ny best, sir.

Cross turns to Elris.

CRCSS
Doctor, is Sickbay ready?

ELRI S
Yes, Captain. Trauma teans are
equi pped standi ng by for any
casual ties, and nedkits have been

doubl e-checked at all | ocations.
Cross nods.
CRCSS
Good. If that's all on the readi ness
front, there's another issue -- just

who are we dealing with here?

TALORA
Frankly, Captain, we haven't a cl ue.
Antares Station provided us their
sensor telenmetry on the April just
before it took off. Al we can say
for certain is that the April was
boarded by an unknown force which
gai ned control of the entire ship
within a matter of mnutes and nanaged
to escape into slipstream-- a
t echnol ogy whi ch woul d al nost

( MORE)
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
certainly be difficult for someone
unfam liar with the technology to
learn in so short a tine.

CRCSS
Y lan, do you think we have nore
Qtam on our hands?

For a nonent, Y'lan doesn't respond. As Cross is about to
repeat the question:

Y' LAN
It is highly unlikely that Q tam
have perpetrated this attack.
Al t hough they certainly have the
capability, the only notive for
hijacking a starship would be to
obtain it as an exanple of its

technology. The Qtam -- even the
Faction -- have no need for obtaining
nore primtive technol ogies.

CRCSS
| see... Do you have any idea of
who m ght be on the April?

Y' LAN
| do not.

(beat)

However, | will attenpt to obtain
nore data on this matter.

CRCSS

Thank you, Y'Ian.
Cross | ooks around.

CRCOSS ( CONT' D)
(to everyone)
If there's nothing else, you' re al
di sm ssed.

Everyone except Cross stands up. Gey sonewhat hurriedly
exits, while the others | eave at a nore nornmal pace.

Talora is the |last one, but pauses by the door when she
notices that Cross hasn't gotten up, and instead holds his
head in his hands.

TALCRA
Capt ai n?

CROSS
(over his shoul der)
I'"mfine, Conmander.

18.
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TALORA

Actually, | was about to ask you if
you wanted to join nme for lunch before
the April drops out of slipstream

(beat)
But now that you nention it... Quinlan
never told ne where she found you
this nmorning. She just said sonething
about qui et never being so |oud?

Cross laughs, briefly, but his entire deneanor has changed --
his posture is slack, passive.

CRCSS
I went for alittle walk. | just
wanted a bit of tine on nmy own.
(beat)
From our conversation a few hours
ago, | got the inpression that Admral
Del fune was al nost eager for us --
for ne -- to fail at this assignnent.
(beat)
She told nme, "don't screw up."

TALORA
Adm ral Delfune is hardly the nost
obj ective individual to judge a "screw

up. "

CRCSS
Maybe... but she's also perfectly
right. The last tine | was in conbat,
| wiped out a hundred innocent I|ives.

Tal ora pauses for a nonent, then returns to sit at the table
next to Cross.

TALORA
Captain, four weeks ago you said
that you had | earned from your

m stake. | don't think anything has
changed since you said that.
(beat)

One of the worst things a soldier
can do is second-guess hinself.

Cross | ooks up, upset.

CRCSS
I'"'mnot a soldier.

TALORA
No, you're a Starfleet captain. And
sonetinmes, Starfleet captains are
called to fight. [It's your duty.
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CRCSS
(ironic)
Haven't we had this conversation
al ready?
TALORA

Perhaps we did... but it doesn't
hurt to rem nd yourself that you can
keep going. You can keep pushing
yoursel f to be better.

(beat)
And make sure that you don't repeat
the m stakes of the past. That's
al ways possi bl e.

Cross smles, but faintly.

CRCSS
| suppose so... | hope so.

TALORA
| know so.

Tal ora stands up.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Wul d you care to have lunch, Captain?

Cross | ooks up, and pauses for a nmonent, then stands up as
wel | .

CRCSS
Sounds good.

They both EXIT, into...
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS

Doj ar, Quinlan, and Cal e occupy their respective stations as
Cross and Talora enter fromthe forward | eft door, fromthe
Briefing Room

Hovering defiantly in the rear near the science stations,
under the bal eful gaze of Ensign LESM, is CARTER

As Carter notices Cross's entrance, he imedi ately rushes
over.

CARTER
Captain Cross! Wiy haven't | been
i nforned about the Enterprise's
i nvol venrent in this crisis?

Cross stops short, staring at Carter. Talora stands aside,
expecting sonething very ugly -- Cross has straightened,
presenting an aura of command agai n.
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He starts to nove off,

Carter

CRGCSS
(biting)
Mster Carter, we are currently in
the mddle of a serious crisis and
are about to head into a conbat
situation. | don't have tinme to
satisfy your curiosity right now

CARTER
Captain, | was guaranteed reasonabl e
access to all starship operations in
order to give the public an accurate
and truthful account of the
Enterprise's activities by Admral
Del fune herself. | can't performny
job if I'"mcontinually kept in the
dark by your offic --

CRGCSS
(i nterrupts)
Mster Carter, in case | didn't make
nyself clear: the Enterprise is about
to head into battle.

bl anches.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
|'"ve tol erated your presence so far.
But I will not allowthis ship to be
endangered by you poki ng your nose
around and interfering with our jobs.

Cross turns to Lesm.

She forcefully takes Carter by the arm and gui des hi m out

CROSS (CONT' D)
Ensign Lesm, escort Mster Carter
off the Bridge. Perhaps he'll find
sonething interesting in Mssion
Qper at i ons.

LESM
Yes, sir.

t hrough the rear doors.

He's cut off by the closing doors.

CARTER
(struggling)
Captain, you can't do this! I'm

going to nake sure som --

col l ective sigh of relief.

Everyone lets out a

21.

but Carter steps up to block his path.
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QUI NLAN
That man gets nore annoyi ng every
week. Is there any possibility of
novi ng his quarters to an open
airlock?

CRCSS
Maybe anot her tinme, Quinlan.

Cross, followed by Talora, exits through the right-side doors
into the Ready Room

CUT TO
EXT. SPA -- QUANTUM SLI PSTREAM
The Enterprise blazes past in the blue tunnel.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM
Cross and Talora sit at the desk, both with a nostly-finished
neal in front of them The stack of PADDs we saw earlier
has been shoved to one side.

The pair are in the mddle of a conversation. They continue
eating while they talk.

CROSS
...And as | was listening to her
orders, | just got the feeling that
she was expecting ne to fail sonehow.

(beat)
And of course, there's the additiona
hum i ati on of sending the Leviathan.

TALORA
It seenms reasonable for Starfleet to
send both of its slipstream capable
heavy cruisers on this assignnent.

CRCSS
Ch, of course it does. But in this
case, Delfune gets to rub in the
fact that the Enterprise isn't the
flagship anynore -- and that | have
to report to Joel

TALORA
(doubt ful)
I think you m ght be reading too
much into this.

CRCSS
Wth Del fune? She relishes every
chance she gets to twi st the screws
just alittle bit tighter.
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TALORA
That still doesn't change the facts.
Regardl ess of her opinion, the chain
of conmand is what it is.

CRCSS
Still, despite Delfune's words, it's
crystal clear that she has no
confidence in ny abilities --

TALORA
(i nterrupts)
Captain, forget about Delfune. She
is not the suprene judge of anyone,
and especially not you. Wat matters
is that you have confidence in your
own abilities.

Cross nods, but doesn't respond i medi ately, instead focusing
on the remains of his |unch.

TALORA ( CONT' D)

(gently)
Captain, if you are encountering

t hese kinds of doubts, perhaps...
Cross raises his finger preenptively.

CRGCSS
Ah, ah -- don't tell ne to talk to a
counsel or about this. Even if we
had one on board right now, I wouldn't

go.
Bef ore Tal ora can respond, the comm BEEPS.

DOJAR S COW VA CE
Bridge to Captain Cross. Sir, the
April has just dropped out of
sl i pstream

CRCSS
Acknow edged, Lieutenant.

Cross and Tal ora both rise and head for the door.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As before: Dojar, Quinlan, and Cale are at their stations,
W th various supernuneraries in the background.

Cross and Talora ENTER fromthe right-side doors.

CRCSS
Wiere are they?
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DAJAR
They' re about half a light-year
out si de the Tol pani System

Cross and Talora sit in the center seats.

CRCSS
What have we got on the Tol pani
Syst enf?

DQJAR
Not nuch. |It's a class-F2 star,
w th seven planets -- none of them
habi t abl e.

CRCSS

Keep a cl ose sensor |ock on them
Li eutenant. And informthe Leviathan
of their |ocation.

(beat)
Quinlan, don't take us too close --
drop out of slipstreamat least fifty
mllion kilonmeters away fromthem

QUI NLAN

(flippant, but nervous)
["1l try -- but | don't know how
precise I'll be able to get when

you're traveling a hundred thousand
tinmes the speed of light...

CRGCSS
| have full confidence in your
piloting skills, Lieutenant.

Qui nl an mani pul ates her consol e.

QUI NLAN
Ckay, folks. Hold on to your hats...

EXT. SPACE -- QUANTUM SLI PSTREAM

We get an "over the shoulder"” view of the Enterprise, facing
ahead as it careens through the blue tunnel.

As we watch, there's a brilliant FLASH of blue-white |ight
ahead, and the ethereal rings of the slipstreamtunnel fade
inits brilliance. W get the inpression of numerous streaks
of light suddenly whipping past, and just as suddenly the
streaks thensel ves di sappear as the Enterprise enmerges into
nor mal space.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
As before.
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CROSS
Do you have a fix, Dojar?
DQJAR
(concentrati ng)
Yes, sir, |I've got them They're

hol di ng position, about sixty-five
mllion kiloneters away, bearing 12
mark 21.

CROSS
Vel | done, Quinlan.

At Ops, Cale frowns.

CALE
Captain, |I'mpicking up a strange
sensor readi ng about two hundred
t housand kil oneters away.

Doj ar works his consol e.

DAJAR
Confirmed... but I'munable to get a
definite | ock.

CRCSS
(concer ned)
Is it the April?

DQJAR

Definitely not a sensor ghost, sir.
Stand by.

(reacts)
Wait. ..
VWHAM  The entire Bridge ROCKS under a massive inpact, and
the lighting i mMmediately dinms under the alert conditions. A
second later there's a second inpact. And ANOTHER. .

SMASH CUT TO BLACK
END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

SMASH CUT I N:

EXT. SPACE -- ENTERPRI SE

W see the Enterprise holding still in space... just as a
dark torpedo-like projectile shoots in fromoff-camera to
I MPACT in a brilliant shower of |ight against the forward
saucer.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Continuous action fromthe end of Act Two. The Bridge
continues to rock under a series of explosions.

CRGCSS
(shouts)
Get the shields up! Quinlan, evasive
maneuver s!

Dojar claws to his feet during a lull between inpacts. He
punches a qui ck comand into his console while struggling to
mai ntai n bal ance at the same tine.

DQJ AR
Shi el ds acti vat ed.

QUI NLAN
Evasi ve maneuvers, aye.

CRCSS
Get nme a danmge report. And find
out what's hitting us!

Tal ora gets up and hurries to the aft consoles as the Bridge
ROCKS again -- albeit |ess violent than before.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- ENG NEERI NG

Around the induction core, it's a scene of utter chaos as
engi neers run around trying to keep on top of the damage.

G ey stands to the side at one console, also directing the
response.

GREY
to hinself)
What the hell has he gotten us into
this time...?
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CUT TO

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As before.

DQJAR
' m picking up a faint warp signature.
(beat, urgent)
Everyone hang on!

VWHAM  Anot her rapid series of blasts rock the ship, none as
violent on its own, but creating a nore drawn-out runble.

QUI NLAN
(to herself)
Wiere the hell are they shooting
fronf

DQJAR
(responding, but to
hi nsel f)
Froma |l ong way off..

TALORA
(readi ng a consol e)
Damage reports comng in. Casualties
on Decks Ten and El even. EPS ruptures
in sections five through eighteen
Hul | breach on Deck Twenty, energency
forcefields active.

CALE
Li eutenant Dojar, |'mgetting another
of those readings...

DQJAR
Acknowl edged. Stand by. ..

EXT. SPACE -- ENTERPRI SE

The Enterprise, still notionless in space as before. Al ong
t he saucer, one of the phaser arrays quickly charges up,
letting | oose a short burst at...

EXT. SPACE

... Anot her incomng projectile, which pronptly EXPLCODES.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Reaction shots fromeveryone. Cross turns in his seat to
| ook up at Doj ar.

CROSS
Doj ar, what the hell was that?
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DAJAR
It appears, Captain, that the Apri
is equi pped with Starfleet's new
| ong-range ambush m ssil es.

Cross hangs his head, frustrated.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
... Anot her one incom ng! Firing.

W hear the (O S.) effects of the phasers firing again, and
a nore gentle runble as the mssile expl odes.

QUI NLAN
Anbush m ssiles? Wen the hell did
t hey get those?

CRGCSS
W' || save the recrimnations for
later. Quinlan, nove to intercept
the April. \Warp 8.

QUI NLAN
Warp 8, aye.

CRGCSS

Dojar, target the April and be ready
to swat down any other mssiles they
shoot at us. Attack pattern Sierra.

DQJAR
Yes, sir.

CROSS
Qui nl an, engage!

EXT. SPACE -- ENTERPRI SE

A fast shot past the Enterprise it blasts past our perspective
and junps to warp.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
Sane as before.

QUI NLAN
Twenty seconds to intercept.

DAJAR

They' re launching two nore mssiles...
Firing phasers again.

(beat)
First target destroyed.

(beat)
The second one overshot us, it's
novi ng away.
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CALE
Sir, the April's nmoving -- they're
breaking off at full inpulse.

CRCSS
Stay with them Quinlan...

QUI NLAN
Yes, sir. Adjusting... dropping out
of warp in five seconds..

EXT. SPACE

The Robert April cruises past our perspective -- heading
away fromus. Wthout warning, it turns to port and | aunches
a barrage of quantum torpedoes.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As before. Watching the viewscreen, Cross |eans forward
urgently.

CROSS
Qi nlan, pull up!

EXT. SPACE

The April's torpedoes hurtle past, right as the Enterprise
appears out of warp... and right into the torpedoes' path.

The Enterprise's forward shields erupt in a quick flurry of
expl osi ons.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Once again, the Bridge ROCKS under the pressure of nultiple
det onati ons.

CRCSS
(shouts)
Evasi ve pattern epsilon! Dojar,
return fire, torpedo tubes two and
four!

GREY' S COW VO CE
Bridge, this is Engineering. W're
t aki ng heavy damage to the EPS
conduits in the outer sectors. Wat
the hell is going on up there?

Cross gl ances at Tal ora.
CRCSS
(tersely)
Acknowl edged, Lieutenant. Keep ne
apprai sed. Bridge out.

Cross gets up out of his chair, turns around to face Dojar.
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CRCOSS ( CONT' D)
Doj ar, prepare a staggered |aunch of
guantum t or pedoes. First sequence,
target one hundred nmeters in front
of the April. Second sequence set
to dispersal pattern sierra,
bearing... 133 mark 0. Wait for ny
or der.

DQAJAR
Aye, sir.

Cross hurries over to stand behind Quinlan at the Helm
CROSS

Quinlan, on ny signal, pull us into
a 360-degree loop to port at full

i mpul se -- as tight as you can nake
it.
QUI NLAN
Yes, sir.
CRGCSS
Dojar... fire first sequence.

(beat, suddenly)
Qui nl an, now

EXT. SPACE

Wth a cluster of torpedoes in the distance, the Enterprise
suddenly twists like a wild animal attenpting to catch its
own tail.

The April seenms to be caught off-guard, faltering at this
radi cal maneuver.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As before.
CROSS
Dojar, fire second sal vo!
EXT. SPACE
Wiile it's still inits tight spin, the Enterprise spits out

a quick flurry of torpedoes which disperse across a huge
range of space due to the spin. Two of these torpedoes catch
the April am dships as it attenpts to swing in.

The April then turns away... and begins to nove off.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As before.
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DAJAR
Captain, they're nmoving off... it
| ooks like they're preparing to go
to warp.

CRCSS

Quinlan, stay with them..
Quinlan's sweating, concentrating on the wild nmaneuveri ng.

QUI NLAN
Aye, sir...

EXT. SPACE

Wth the April a barely-recognizable pinprick in the
background, the Enterprise breaks out of its spin and heads
off in pursuit. W pan along the length of its hull as it
noves past... and what's that tiny glint of [ight BEH ND t he
Enterprise?

The glint of |ight quickly approaches the Enterprise until

we make it out to be another mssile -- and it EXPLODES |ike
an ancient firework, showering the Enterprise with brilliantly
gl owi ng debris which also explodes in multiple subdetonations,
amplifying its effect.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As before. The entire crew is again rocked, but rmuch harder
t han before.

CRCSS
What the hell was that?!

Doj ar furiously works his console.

DAJAR
Tel enetry indicates another mssile
expl oded directly behind us... but
the April didn't launch it.

QUI NLAN
(urgently)
Captain, the April's gone to warp.
CRCSS

Match their course and speed, Quinlan!

QUI NLAN
Aye, sir.
(beat, frustrated)
Sir, warp engines aren't responding!

Cross turns furiously.
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CRCSS
(to comm

Bri dge to Engineering, we need warp
speed i nmedi at el y!

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- ENG NEERI NG

The roomis in even nore chaos than before. G ey works
urgently at the console in front of the induction core.

GREY
(to comm incensed)
Bri dge, that |ast shot caused a
rupture in the starboard warp plasma
conduit. I'mgoing to need at |east
an hour to get it patched.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
As before.

Cross turns in his seat to | ook at Talora, crushed. He
doesn' t respond.

TALORA
Acknow edged, Lieutenant. Keep us
informed. Bridge out.

Cross turns back to stare straight ahead. Talora notices
this and gets up fromthe console she's been sitting at off
to the side.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Doj ar, do you have a | ock on the

April?

DAJAR
(checki ng the consol e)
Yes, commander. They're currently
at Warp 9.99, on a direct course for
t he Chratinor Nebul a.

Still silent, Cross turns his attention to the status pane
of his command chair.
TALORA
How soon until they'll be able to
use the slipstream again?
DAJAR
Assuming they're limted by the sane
restrictions we are, it'll take at
| east six hours for the hul
ionization to subside -- and there's
no good way to speed up the process.
At their current speed, they' |l enter

the nebula in about...
( MORE)
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DQJAR ( CONT' D)
(checks)
Two point three hours.

TALORA
(nods)
Mai ntai n constant surveill ance.

Cross strai ghtens again.

CROSS
Li eut enant Dojar, open a channel to
t he Levi at han.

DQJAR
Aye, sir.
(beat, working)
On screen, Captain.

On the forward viewscreen, we see CAPTAIN ERI KA JOEL, Captain
of the Leviathan. (Last seen in "I'm Not Scared.") She's
sitting in her Ready Room which fromour limted view appears
identical to Cross's.

JCOEL
(all business)
Captain, you have sonmething to report?

CRGCSS
(pensi ve)
Yes, Captain.
(beat)
I"mafraid | nust report that the
April has managed to escape for the
nonent .

On the screen, Joel's eyes narrow, but she gives no other
i medi ate reaction.

JCEL
Clarify.

CRCSS
We dropped out of slipstream about
sixty mllion kiloneters away from
the April, and were imedi ately
ambushed by sonme type of |ong-range
mssile. W attenpted to engage the
April directly, but our warp drive
has been tenporarily disabled and we
are unabl e to pursue.

Through Cross's expl anation, Joel's face begins to harden,
clearly di sapproving.
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JCEL
You allowed the target to catch you
of f-guard and escape.

CRGCSS
(hurriedly)
No, Captain, we didn't allowthemto
escape at all..

JCEL

(i nterrupts)
Have your tactical officer transmt
all data concerning your engagenent.
Mai ntai n sensor contact with the
April -- if you can.

(beat)
W expect to rendezvous with you
within three hours. Leviathan out.

She reaches for a control, and the viewscreen reverts to the
usual starfield.

Cross sighs, then rises fromhis chair and begins to wal k
t owards the Ready Room doors.

CRCSS

(subdued)
Dojar, transmt our battle records
to the Leviathan. Talora, organize
t he damage control teans and try to
find out where the hell that |ast
mssile cane from | want a staff
conference in thirty m nutes.

Wthout waiting for a response, Cross exits. Dojar |ooks at
Tal ora questioningly.

DQJ AR
Commander...?

TALORA

(qui et)
Just send that transm ssion to the
Levi at han, then coordinate with
Li eutenant Grey on the repairs.

DQJ AR
Yes, Conmmander .

Talora starts to wal k away, but Dojar reaches out.
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DQJAR ( CONT' D)

Conmander... we can't let himstay
like this.

TALORA
I know.

On Talora's | ook of concern, we...

END OF ACT THREE

35.

FADE QUT.
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ACT FOUR

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

A cl ose shot of the Enterprise, coasting through space, with
several black scars marring the hull

PAN OQUT to see that the Enterprise is no | onger alone --
al ongside is the Leviathan, identical in appearance.
Surrounding the two ships are four smaller, needle-like
cruisers identical to the Scimtar, which we saw in the
previ ous season finale.

I NT. LEVI ATHAN -- BRI EFI NG ROOM

I dentical in appearance to the Enterprise's own briefing
room-- except for the presence of unfamliar faces. Al ong
both sides of the table sit four people in Starfleet uniform
all with Captain's rank pins. Captain SOVEK, a Vul can;
Captai n SURRHA, Captain CAJAL, and Captain OKAZAKI, all Human

Al are discussing quietly anong thensel ves when the doors
open and Cross ENTERS. All four turn to |ook.

CRCSS
(nods)
Capt ai ns.

Everyone nods in polite greeting, but it's clear that there's
no real friendliness fromnost of them For a brief, awkward
monment Cross stands where he is, but then seats hinself at

t he table.

Captain Surrha sits to Cross's right. As Cross sits down,
he offers his hand with a smle, greeting an old friend.

SURRHA
Good to see you again, Neil.

Cross accepts the handshake with a wan smle.

CRGCSS
You too, Ain.

The other three officers stare for a nonment -- not quite
hostile, but certainly not willing to offer simlar wel cone.
SURRHA
(grins)
I"'mglad to see you're still up and
kicking... How s the Enterprise?

Hol di ng toget her?
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CRCSS
(hesitantly)
Reasonably wel |.

Surrha pauses, uncertain at Cross's al oof ness. Before he
says anything, the doors open and Captain Joel enters. Right
behind her is a Starfleet Marine officer -- Mjor HOGAN

Joel briefly glances in Cross's direction as she takes her
seat at the head of the table. Hogan sits imediately to
her right.

JCOEL
(all business)
Thank you all for comng. This
meeting will be our primary strategic
and tactical assessnent prior to
engagi ng the April.

Joel presses a panel which activates a hol ographic displ ay
of a nebul a.

JOEL (CONT' D)
Based on the telenetry fromthe
Enterprise, the April entered the
Chratinor Nebula approximately forty
m nutes ago. Qur |ong-range scans
have not detected her since, so we
w || operate on the assunption that
whoever is in control of the ship

intends to wait us out. | don't
pl an on giving themthat opportunity.
(beat)

Since we have no information avail abl e
concerning the origin or identity of
the hijackers, | feel it is crucia
that we get as nuch intelligence as
possi bl e. The ship needs to be
retaken, intact, and if possible

W th prisoners.

A beat, as everyone considers.

SURRHA
What ki nd of sensor resolution can
we count on inside the nebul a?

JCEL
The Chratinor Nebular is a class-O
particle drift surrounding a young
protostar cluster. Suffice to say,

it'll be thicker than pea soup in

there. Qur range will be limted to

a fewbillion kiloneters, at best.
CAJAL

A needle in a haystack, then.
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SOVEK
The nost direct course of action
woul d be to perform a coordi nated
sweep inside the nebul a.

SURRHA
(doubt ful)
But we'd still be chasing a noving
target... not to nmention that we
can't possibly cover the nebula in
one pass.
CRCSS

W may be able to tilt the odds in
our favor. Anbassador Y'lan has

some equi pnment that may | et us extend
t he sensor range.

Joel | eans back -- she can see where this is going.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
We'd be able to sweep the entire
nebula in nmuch less tine, give them
| ess of a chance to evade us.

HOGAN
(poi ntedly)
O outwit us?

Cross bristles.

CAJAL
["mnot willing to trust that...
being... with a m ssion of such
i mport ance.
(to Cross)

O have you forgotten about the attack
on Utopia Planitia already, Captain?

CRCSS
(heat ed)
Now just a damm min --

JOEL
(interrupts, calmy)
| agree with Captain Cajal. Despite
your... personal rapport with the
Qtam envoy, quite frankly | don't
trust himone whit. W can take
care of this on our own.

A beat, as Cross backs down.

CAJAL
What if we could herd themin a
specific direction? Box themin,
cut off avenues of escape?
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SURRHA
W' d need to expend an awful |ot of
firepower for that... Even conbined,

we don't have enough torpedoes to
reliably cover the whole area.

CAJAL
(poi ntedly)
O we could deploy the transphasics.

A nonment of silence as everyone takes this suggestion in.
Cross is stunned, Captain Surrha surprised but wlling.

CROSS
Transphasi ¢ war heads haven't been
fired outside of a test range nore
than a dozen tines in the past two
decades. ..

JCEL
(cutting in)
But there's nothing out here to stop
us fromusing them either. It's an
i solated region -- just a nebul a,
after all..

SURRHA
...And while we're lighting fireworks
under their noses, a couple of us
can be waiting by on the outside to
cut themoff when they try to run

Cross casts a sharp glance at Surrha. He faces Surrha, but
addresses the whole room

CRGCSS
W' re tal king about superweapons
here. ..

HOGAN
(snorts)
Weapons which we'd be fools not to
use when they're available to us.

CAJAL
(derisive)
Don't tell me you're against using
overwhel m ng force when necessary.
I was at Coul ar, after all...

SURRHA

(slightly apol ogetic)
...t makes sense, Neil

the wind taken out of his sails,

Cross sits back again,
h Cajal's reference to Coul ar.

especially wt
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Joel, nmeanwhil e, has been entering information into her PADD
mani pul ati ng the tabl etop hol ogram

JCEL
(briskly)
Al right, then. The Leviathan, the
Katana, the Sting, and the Firebrand
will sweep through the nebul a,
detonating transphasics at strategic
coordi nates to block off any escape.

On the display, tiny icons indicating the different ships
sl ow y nove al ong.

JCEL (CONT' D)
Meanwhi l e, the Enterprise and the
Marshall will hold position on the
nebul a perineter, ready to swing in
when the April energes.

Agai n, the holo-display reflects Joel's outline.

JOEL (CONT' D)
Once we've cornered them Major Hogan
and the Marines will beam over and
retake control of the ship.

Hogan nods. Joel |ooks up and around, glancing at each
officer in turn.

JCEL (CONT' D)
If there's nothing else, then we're
done here. W |aunch as soon as
you' ve returned to your ships.
(suddenly recalling)
Oh -- Captain Cross, | presume repairs
to your warp drive are conplete?

Cross winces at the remnder. Joel's question isn't sarcastic
in tone, but there's a faint trace of nockery in her attitude.

CRGCSS
Yes, Captain.
JOEL
Good.
(beat, nods)
Di sm ssed.

Everyone rises, begins to filter out. Cross remains still,
staring off into space, as if in a trance. The doors H SS
close, and it's quiet.

SURRHA (O S.)
You okay, Neil?
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Cross turns around to see Surrha watching him
nuster a halfhearted smle

CROSS
["mfine. Just... thinking.

SURRHA
Don't let Cajal get to you... he's a
hot head. Won't |et anything or anyone
stand in the way when he's set on
sonet hi ng.

CRCSS

(qui et)
Yeah. Sure.

A beat .
SURRHA
(worri ed)
It's nore than that, isn't it?
Cross nods, nutely.

SURRHA ( CONT' D)
Coul ar ?

41.

He tries to

Anot her nod. Surrha cones back and sits down next to Cross.

CRCSS
Too often now, | feel like I'm being
toyed with, yanked around on sone
invisible string, pushed wherever
sone casual and uncaring fate wants

ne.
(beat)

|'"ve lost control, and | feel like a

failure.

A beat as Surrha absorbs this.

SURRHA
It's only a failure when you rol
over and accept it.

(beat)

Neil, | renmenber when you had enough
drive for practically everyone and
everyt hi ng back on Marcus Base.
Sone terrible things have happened --
Admral Portman's death not the | east
of them-- but we can't do anything
but nove on.

He gets up again, and gives Cross a friendly clap on the

shoul der.
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SURRHA ( CONT' D)
Conme on. Can't have your ship taking
of f wi thout you.

Cross rises. Hold on the two as they head out the doors,
then we. ..

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE
The task force in formation, as we saw themearlier. 1In an
awesonme blaze of light, all six ships junp to warp.

CUT TO

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- ENG NEERI NG

Gey is hard at work, focusing on mani pul ati ng an engi neering
tool. A floor panel has been pulled up, exposing a conduit
underneath which Gey is currently working on

GREY
G onseth, get ne a reading on the
pol ari c di scharge..

No response. Wthout |ooking up, Gey calls again
GREY ( CONT' D)
(insistent)
G onseth, what's the discharge
readi ng?

DAIAR (O S.)
Need sone assi stance, Lieutenant?

G ey | ooks up, to see Dojar approaching, PADD in hand.

GREY
No, I'mjust trying to make sure
that the warp drive doesn't blow up

under us.
Doj ar chuckl es.
GREY ( CONT' D)
(sharp)
What's so funny?

DQJAR
Vell, I... just thought you..

He trails off.
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GREY
| don't see anything funny about
maj or battle danmage that prevents us
from doi ng our jobs.

DQJAR
Are you all right, Erik?
GREY
Oh, I"'mjust fine. Just running

around to and fro, cleaning up the
mess. Then, just as everything's

back in proper order, our good Captain
charges into the thick of things and
throws it all out of whack again.

DQJAR

['"mnot sure that's entirely fair...
GREY

Isn't it? [1've just spent a whole

week overseeing the replacenent of
si X thousand square neters of hul
plating in drydock. Barely half a
day after we launch, we're sitting
ducks with a danmaged warp drive.
(beat)
Did you know that | had to call Rob
Ki nnan on the Leviathan for some
hel p? Luckily he had a few crewnren
to spare and sent them over -- |
woul dn't have been able to get us
underway in so short a tine otherw se.

Anot her beat. Gey turns back to the work in the floor panel,
but he's clearly building up a full head of steam

GREY ( CONT' D)
And all because our good Captain
Cross saw fit to charge to the rescue
once again. Not only did we take
unnecessary danmage, not only was our
quarry allowed to escape, but |'ve
al so been enbarrassed in front of ny
fell ow engineers. The Enterprise is
a tarnished ship, and it's a mark
agai nst everyone who serves aboard
her .

G ey looks up to give Dojar a sharp gl ance.
GREY ( CONT' D)
What are you doi ng here anyway,
Li eut enant ?

Dojar is conpletely taken aback by his friend s forceful
attitude.



RENAI SSANCE: " Ot her Things Equal" - ACT FOUR 44.

DQJAR
... just wanted to check with you
on the repairs to the forward phaser
arrays. But... maybe |'d better
check with Lieutenant Boyl e instead.

G ey has already turned his attention back to his work.

GREY
(di sm ssively)
Sur e.

Hold on Grey as Dojar noves off...

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The six ships, a grand display of the pride of Starfl eet,
soar past at warp.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM

The |ights have been di mmed somewhat, providing a rather

noody atnosphere. Cross sits at his desk, with the pile of
PADDs heaped in front of him But he's turned to the side,

| ooki ng out the forward wi ndows at the stars streaking towards
hi m

As we watch, the streaking stars vanish as the ship sl ows.
In the distance, we see the Chratinor Nebula -- a dark reddi sh-
orange cloud that seens simultaneously bright, yet shadowy.

The comm BEEPS.
TALORA' S COW VA CE
Bridge to Cross. W' re approaching
t he Chratinor Nebul a.
Cross slowy lunbers to his feet.

CRCSS
Acknow edged, Commander.

He exits into...
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS

As in earlier scenes, Talora, Dojar, Quinlan, Cale, and sone
supernuneraries nman the various stations as Cross enters.

CROSS
Report .
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TALORA
W are currently twenty thousand
kilonmeters fromthe nebula perineter,
hol ding position with the task force.

DQJAR
Message fromthe flagship, Captain

CRCSS
(frowns)
Put it through.

JCEL' S COW VO CE
Al'l ships, deploy to preassigned

positions.
CRGCSS
Qui nl an, you heard her.
QUI NLAN
Aye, sir.
EXT. SPACE

Wth the foreboding nebula in the background, the Enterprise
and the Marshall break off, while the remaining Scimtars
formup in a wide wedge around the Levi athan and head into

t he nebula, gradually fading from view.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
As before.

The nood is tense as everyone watches the viewscreen. W
see a sudden FLASH from sonewhere inside... then another..
and anot her.

DQJAR
The Leviathan's started the firing
sequence.

The tableau is broken by a sudden comm beep:

Y' LAN' S COW VO CE
Captain Cross, ny instrunents are
detecting an energy signature that
may indicate the [ocation of the
starshi p Robert April.

Cross | ooks at Talora, surprised and questioni ng.

TALORA
(shrugs)
Y' lan offered to provide additiona
sensor readings fromhis own
i nstrunments.
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QUI NLAN
(amazed)
He vol unteered to hel p? Wat happened
to his "inferior beings" spiel?

CRCSS
There's a first tine for everything,
| suppose.
(beat, to comm
Y' Il an, thank you very nmuch. Can you
reroute your information to Lieutenant
Doj ar on the Bridge, please?

Y' LAN'S COW VO CE
| shall do so imediately. Stand

by.
Doj ar works his console, gathering information.

DQAJAR
Tracki ng the source..

Tal ora rai ses her head suddenly, as if realizing sonething.

TALORA
Dojar, put a tactical display on the
vi ewscreen -- overlay the ships

positions with the approximte
| ocation of the energy reading.

A nmonent |ater, the forward screen changes to show the
appropriate information -- the wedge of Starfleet ships,
| abel ed, and a singular blinking dot.

CRCSS
They' re attacking.. .
(urgent)
Doj ar, get ne the Leviathan, NOW

Doj ar works feverishly on his console. Cross barely waits.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Captain Joel, we're detecting an
uni dentified energy signature
approachi ng your flank -- bearing 38
mar k 25!

Sil ence -- Cross st ands, anxious, as the silence continues
even longer. Finally:

JCEL' S COW VA CE
Enterprise, we're not getting any
energy reading. There's nothing
t here.

46.
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CROSS
Dammt, Captain, the April's noving
to attack!

DQJAR

(quietly, to Cross)
Sir, the disturbance is approaching

the Firebrand -- approximately half
a mllion kiloneters.

(beat)
| still can't get a direct reading,

but I don't think it's a ship --
m ght be another mssile.

Cross whirls around.

CRGCSS
Dojar, get ne the Firebrand directly.
DQJAR
Aye, sir.
(beat, working)
You' re on.
CRGCSS

Ain, you ve got to break formation --
we're tracking the April noving in
on your position.

Anot her | ong, agoni zing beat. Cross paces around the forward
section of the Bridge.

SURRHA' S COW VA CE

| get no reading... are you sure?
CROSS
(insistent)
Yes, I'msure! Danmt, pull up!

JCEL' S COW VO CE
(breaking in)
Marshal |, maintain formation. Captain
Cross, you will cease causing
interference imedi ately. Remain in
position and stand by to intercept
the April when it's tine.

CRCSS
(furious and pl eadi ng)
Captain, the April is intercepting
you!

Over the commline, there's a sudden BURST of STATIC.
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CUT TG

EXT. SPACE

The sl eek starship Marshall soars past our perspective,

| aunching a smal |l nunber of bright-orange torpedoes in
apparently randomdirections but at regular intervals. W
wat ch the ship fly into the distance, and suddenly we see an
incredi bl e EXPLOSI ON erupt directly in front of it.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
Close on Cross's intense features.
CROSS
No. . .
On his face, we...
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE

FADE | N:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE -- MOMVENTS LATER

Sane as before. Cross is standing in front of his seat,
staring at the viewscreen.

CRGCSS
Doj ar, do you still have contact
with the Firebrand?
A beat .
DAJAR
(quietly)
No, sir. The ship is intact, but
adrift. | can't detect any life

signs fromthis range.

Cross takes a deep breath, then turns resolutely to sit back
in his seat.

CRGCSS
Quinlan, stand by to take us in.
QUI NLAN
(surprised, but eager)
Aye, sir!
She grins.
TALORA
(concer ned)
Capt ai n. .
CRGCSS
Dammt, Talora, |I'mnot going to

just sit on the outside watching in
whi | e whoever's on that ship w pes

out the entire fleet. |If Joel won't
listen to us, then we'll do it
our sel ves.

Tal ora nods.

TALORA
Yes, sir.
CRGCSS
(to comm

Y lan, we're going to need sone nore
of that old Qtam magic. Can you
find out where that damed m ssile
cane fronf
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Y' LAN S COW VA CE
One nmonent, Captain. | will provide
the informati on when | have it.
CRGCSS
(to comm
Thank you.
(to Dojar)

Doj ar, what's the Leviathan and the
ot hers doi ng?

A beat as Dojar reads the console.

DAJAR
(surprised)

They haven't even stopped... the

Kat ana and the Sting have adjusted
their formation and they' re continui ng
t he sweep of the nebul a.

CROSS
(curses)
Dam you, Joel... what happened to
taking care of our own?
(firm
Quinlan, take us in, full inpulse.
QUI NLAN
Aye aye, sir!
EXT. SPACE
The huge bul k of the Enterprise heaves forward, into the
nebula. In the background, the Marshall can be seen hol di ng
posi tion.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As before.

Doj ar reacts to a beep on his console.

DAJAR

Incom ng hail fromthe Marshall

CAJAL' S COW VA CE

Cross, what the hell are you doing?
Qur orders --

CROSS
(i nterrupts)

Captain, in case you didn't notice,
one of our ships just got hit because
Joel didn't listen to our warning.
The Enterprise can do nore good in

t here.
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CAJAL' S COW VO CE
(seet hi ng)
Cross, you fool... you pulled this
sane stunt at Coular. Stay where y --

Cross signals to Dojar with a slashing sign, and the
connection is cut off.

Talora frowns, and |l eans close to Cross so only he can hear.

TALORA
Captain, are you sure about this?
Cajal is right... we should stay in
our assigned position.

CRCSS

Talora, Y lan's just proven that his
sensors can help us find the April.
Joel won't listen to us, won't trust
us. So we'll do it ourselves.

Still sonmewhat dubious, but still understanding, Tal ora nods.

| NTERCUT:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- Y'LAN S LAB

Y lan is beavering away at his Qtam table in the center of
the room mani pul ating various alien-looking controls with
his tentacles. In the center, above the table, is a
projection of the nebula, with a nunber of flashing vectors
that seemto intersect at random points.

Suddenly, one series of vectors seens to TWST and
met anor phose in the projection, and begins pul sing brightly.

Y' LAN
(to comm
Bridge, | believe that | have | ocated
the starship Robert April. | am

provi di ng Lieutenant Dojar with the
coor di nat es now.

CROSS' S COW VA CE
Acknow edged, Y'lan. Good work.

The table emts a strange PURR, and suddenly the pul sing
vectors FLASH for a second, then split intwd. Y lan's three
eyes narrow.

DOJAR S COW VA CE
(puzzl ed)
Y lan, |I'mpicking up a second signal
Did they just |aunch another mssile?
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Y' LAN
No. The signal is stationary... it
appears to be holding position with
t he Robert April.

Suddenly, lights on all sides of the table subtly LIGHT UP,
and Y'lan's eyes narrow even further in a reaction of
surpri se.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
How i nteresting...
(beat, to comm
| amunable to attain a full sensor
profile of the second signal. |Its
characteristics do not match any
profile known to the Qtam.

| NTERCUT
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
As before. Cross exchanges a worried glance with Tal ora.

Y' LAN'S COW VO CE
One nmonment... | appear to be | osing
t he signal ..

CRGCSS
Quinlan, intercept course for the
April, now Dojar, hail the
Levi at han.

DQJAR
(beat, working)
Yes, sir. You're on.

CRGCSS

(to comm
Captain Joel, we've found the April.
It's located...

(reading his console)
Located about 500 mllion kilometers
fromyour port bow Bearing 319
mark 274. Stand by, we're noving to
i ntercept.

JCEL' S COW VO CE
Negative, Enterprise. Qur sensors
don't read anything. Hold position
and follow the strategy.

DAJAR
W're alnost in range... on screen
Capt ai n.
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EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise's perspective, as it pushes through the nebul a.
A vague dark shape in the distance ahead gradual Iy resol ves
to becone the Robert April -- notionless. Alnost... drifting?

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
As before. Cross and Talora stare at the viewscreen.

QUI NLAN
I wonder what they're waiting for..

TALORA
Doj ar, have they | ocked weapons?

Doj ar reads from his panel.

DQJAR
No, Commander. In fact... |'mnot
readi ng anyt hing active over there
but the emergency systens.
(beat, reacts)
Captain, the Leviathan is approaching.
They're hailing us.

JCEL' S COW VO CE
Enterprise, you will stand down
i medi ately and --

She breaks off, and the comm goes qui et.

CRCSS
(whi spers, to Tal ora)
| guess they just saw what we saw.

JCEL' S COW VO CE
(brusque)
Enterprise, you will stand down while
we board the April and regain control.

CRCSS
(to comm
Captain, request perm ssion to send
a boarding party of our own al ong.

JCEL' S COW VO CE
Negative, Enterprise. You' ve done
qui te enough here al ready.

Cross rolls his eyes at Tal ora.

CRCSS
Captain, in case it escaped your
notice, we've got sonme equi pnent
over here that's pretty good at
( MORE)
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CRCSS ( CONT' D)
sniffing things out that norna
Starfl eet sensors can't.

Sil ence on the comm

JCEL' S COW VA CE
(sighs)
Very well, Captain. "Il inform
Maj or Hogan to expect your detachnent.

CRCSS
Thank you, Captain. Enterprise out.

Cross nods to Dojar, with a slashing notion of his hand.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
M ster Dojar, perhaps you would care
to lead the Security team over?

DAJAR
(smles)
Wth pleasure, sir.

Doj ar heads for the rear doors. Just as he reaches it...

CRGCSS
Oh, and Dojar -- | think Y'lan is
anxi ous to take a | ook, too.
DAJAR
(nods)
Yes, sir.
Doj ar exits.
CUT TGO
EXT. SPACE
A cl ose shot of the Robert April, drifting and well-lit by
both its internal lighting and the reflections of the nebul a,

yet eerily dark at the sane tine.
I NT. ROBERT APRIL -- TRANSPORTER ROOM

Identical to the Enterprise's transporter roons in |ayout

and appearance -- except that the entire roomis in shanbles.
Wal | panel s have been ripped out, its contents strewn apart
on the floor. A MARINE nans the main consol e.

On the pad, six figures materialize -- Dojar, Y lan, Lesm,
and three other (N.D.) Security officers. As the beam ng
finishes, the five humanoi ds react in disgust.
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LESM
By the stars... what happened in
her e?

Y' I an has no such qual ns, and eagerly scutters down to exam ne
the weckage. At the console, the Marine taps a control.

MARI NE
(clipped, precise)
Mpj or Hogan, the Enterprise boarding
party has arrived in Transporter
Room One.

HOGAN S COW VA CE
Copy that.

Doj ar steps down fromthe pad, and nods to the Marine, who
is staring suspiciously at Y'Ilan.

DQAJAR
Anyt hing of interest yet, Sergeant?

MARI NE
No sir. Engineering and the Bridge
have been secured, Conpanies A and C
are sweeping through the | ower decks.
But it |ooks |ike whoever was here
took off in a real hurry.

(beat)

They left an incredible nmess, too...
fl ooded all the decks with methane
gas for some reason

Doj ar wi nces.

DAJAR
No wonder it stinks in here...
(beat)
Al right. W're going to be taking
a |l ook around, see if we can figure
out anything about our nysterious
friends.

MARI NE
Yes sir.

The Enterprise officers exit.

I NT. ROBERT APRIL -- CORRIDOR -- CONTI NUOUS

The corridor is in about the sanme condition as the Transporter
Room -- panels torn out, scorch marks on the walls, |ight
fixtures bl own out.

Y' |l an scutters along, pointing a small tricorder-1like device
at anyt hing and everyt hing.
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Y' LAN
Most curious... | have not observed
such an energy dispersal pattern
enpl oyed in this region before.

Doj ar | eads the group around a corner, where they all STOP
COLD upon seeing. ..

The body of a dead Starfleet officer, one of the April's
crew menbers. Not only is the chest blasted open with sone
energy weapon, but the torso practically ripped apart as if
sonmething were trying to dig inside.

Behi nd the body, in the distance, we can see several MORE
corpses, each in simlar condition..

DQJAR
(stunned)
What kind of nonsters were here?
Wth a quick flash, we...
FLASH TO
I NT. REFORM ST SHI P -- CORRI DOR ( FLASHBACK: "DEAD AND BURI ED")
A dim dismal corridor, littered with Klingon corpses.
FLASH TO
I NT. ROBERT APRIL -- CORRI DOR

Doj ar shudders at the sight, and turns away in disgust.
Behind him the other humanoid officers react simlarly.

FLASH TGO
I NT. CARDASSI AN SHI P -- TRANSPORTER ROOM ( FLASHBACK: "RTBY 1")

Doj ar stands on a transporter platform | ooking around in a
state of sem -shock

DQJAR
Ylan... |...

He doesn't get to finish his sentence, though, as he pulls
his hands up to his head and SCREAMS in pain.

On the scream we slowy...

FADE TO
I NT. LEVI ATHAN -- READY ROOM
Captain Joel sits at her desk, with Cross sitting opposite

her. The roomis rather spartan, with fewer decorations
than we're used to seeing in Cross's room
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W get the inpression of a precise, organized office.

Joel is reading froma PADD.

JOEL

And your Qtam says he has no idea
who did this, then?

CRCSS
That's what he sai d.
JCOEL
(causti c)

And |I'msure he's the very nodel of
righteous truth. For all we know,
the Qtam are trying to pull another
deception on us.

CROSS
(confi dent)

This wasn't the Qtam, Captain

JOEL

Oh, really?

CRGSS

I"mpositive. This isn't the way
they operate -- not to nention that
t hey have no real notive for doing
sonething like this.

JOEL

"The way they operate” being what
your Qtam has told you?

CRCSS
| trust Y'lan, Captain.
JOEL
(countering)
And | trust what | know. | don't
know the Qtam, so | certainly don't
trust him

A beat, as Joel shuffles PADDs. Cross watches in silence.

JOEL (CONT' D)
suppose it's only fair to let you

know about the report I'Il be
submtting to Admral Delfune. 1've
conpletely laid out your failure to
prevent the April fromreaching the
nebul a, and al so your bl atant

di sregard of the m ssion plan and ny
direct orders as task force conmander.

( MORE)

S7.
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JCEL (CONT' D)
(beat, cavalier)
Certainly nothing exceptional given
your past record, but | doubt that
Command wil|l be pleased with yet
anot her incident involving the
Enterpri se.

Joel | ooks Cross right in the eye.

JOEL (CONT' D)
And | certainly don't | ook forward
to the next tinme you' re assigned to
ny task force, Captain.

Cross stiffens in indignation.

CRCSS
Captain, if it weren't for ny
initiative you wou --

JCEL

(i nterrupts)
I"mnot interested in a debate,
Captain. You broke the chain of
command. |'mjust inform ng you of
t he consequences.

(beat, derisive)
Now ki ndly get out.

Cross briefly glares at Joel, but wilts under her cold gaze.
Wthout a word, he rises and exits.

FADE TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM

The sane room but now Cross's room (Use an identical angle
fromCross's exit in the last scene -- only the roonis
decorations have changed.) The lighting is dimer, the
feeling nore confortable, yet also nore disorganized, even
nessy.

He wal ks in, towards his desk, and carelessly tosses the
PADD he's carrying onto the growing pile. He starts to nove
around the desk, to sit down... and stops.

I nstead, he turns around and goes to | ook out the w ndow.

CRGCSS
(to conmputer)
Begi n Personal Log, Stardate 79357.7.
(beat)
| think | didit. It's the first
time 1've been in battle since I|..
since |l... returned to service.
( MORE)
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
| did ny job, reasonably well.
Dependi ng on who you ask, | even
saved the day.
(beat)
Maybe.

A beat. Cross sinks into a nearby chair.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)

A few weeks ago, | alnost felt |ike
| was ready to take on the universe
again. | haven't forgotten what
... what | did.

(beat, quietly)
The killing. But | was able to ignore
it, for awhile. | told nyself that
"' m doi ng some good here.

(beat)
I'mnot so sure about that now |
keep telling nyself, |'ve saved the
day. | saw what needed to be done
and did the job I was sent to do.

Cross turns in his seat, to stare out the forward w ndow.

FADE TGO
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise cruises past our perspective.
CRGCSS (V.0)
But | just can't shake the feeling
that 1'msuch a failure..
The ship slowy recedes into the distance, noving on -- and

then junps to warp. As the flash of its departure subsides,
we. . .

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FIVE

THE END
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