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RENAI SSANCE: "The Ground Beneath Her Feet" - TEASER 1.
TEASER
EXT. QUARRY -- NI GHT

Running. As fast as her feet will take her. W pull up and
out froma pair of bare feet running along the cruel, stone
filled | andscape below to reveal a G RL her M D TEENS
desperately trying to escape what | ooks |like an old quarry.

The quarry is lit in various places by huge spotlights, which
make the ugliness of it all the nore apparent. A KLAXON
fills the cold night air, and two nore spotlights turn on
from what appear to be GUARD TOAERS and begin foll ow ng her
not far behind her.

Fromw thin a building, two nore spotlights appear, with the
fam liar hum of shuttlecraft acconpanying them The girl
clutches on to a LARGE BLUE STONE that she is holding -- it
appears to be VERY SLOALY burning her flesh, we can see the
di sconfort on her face.

The shuttles fly overhead, and the girl clings to the stone
even nore tightly, bringing it closer to her clothed chest.

Behi nd her we hear the ring of a TRANSPORTER and for a brief
instant as the girl turns around we see FIVE LARGE KLI NGONS
joining the pursuit.

As she runs they fire weapons in her direction, luckily the
erratic nature of the | andscape is causing themto have an
unsuccessful aim

The girl continues to run until she is at the edge of a large
drop that |eads to a stream sewage out-take a fair distance
bel ow. Seeing this, she takes a deep breath and from her

run she bounces into a powerful junmp that takes her through

a FORCEFIELD and lands with a roll on the other side of the
stream

As she stands she | ooks behind her, to see the guards | ooking
confused and stunbling around for their comunicators as the
girl runs away into the distance.

As we pull out and behind the guards to a wi de shot of the
girl running away into the darkness we...

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER




RENAI SSANCE: "The G ound Beneath Her Feet" - ACT ONE 2.
ACT ONE

FADE | N:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

TALORA i s standing | ooking out at the stars on the viewscreen.

(NOTE: We are not at slipstream) The turbolift doors open
and Talora turns to see CROSS entering.

CROSS
Report.
TALORA
Captain, we're picking up a distress
call froma civilian transport ship.
CROSS
Wiy aren't we at slipstrean?
TALORA
The civilian ship is inside Kl ingon
territory.
CROSS

Geat. How far inside?

TALORA
Approxi mately twenty |light years
past the Federation's side of the
bor der.

Cross raises his eyebrows, sighs.

CRCSS
Take us to slipstream Lieutenant.

QUI NLAN
Aye aye, Sir.

EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise junps fromwarp to slipstream

CUT TO
EXT. CTY -- DAY

The girl we saw in the teaser wal ks through what appears to

be the slunms district of a small Klingon city. She is wearing
| ong rags, having sonehow nmanaged to formpart of theminto

a hood to conceal her non-winkled forehead fromthe rest of
the old winklies around her.

She is in the mddle of a noderately sized crowd -- apparently
a main street.
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She keeps attenpting to stop sone of the friendlier Iooking
Kl'i ngons, but her small quivering voice is nothing in
conparison to the roar of sonme of the Klingons.

She | ooks resigned, about to give up, before a glinpse of
hope crosses her eyes. She | ooks up and sees a sign post
witten in Klingon.

She manages a half smile before carrying on in the direction
of the sign post as we pull back to reveal a Klingon speaking
into a communi cator | ooking intensely in her direction.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise rips through slipstream
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI EFI NG ROOM

Cross is surrounded by the senior staff, all stood at a wall
di spl ay, we can see |ong range sensor scans of nunerous ships.

CRCSS
Some of you aren't going to like
what |'m about to tell you.

The crew | ook back, blank, half expecting what he has to
say.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
W picked up a distress call froma
civilian transport inside Klingon
space just under ten m nutes ago
and. ..

GREY
(i nterrupts)
Sir, | don't have to rem nd you that
Starfleet...

CRGCSS

(interrupts, then

m m cki ng G ey)
That Starfleet have expressed specific
instructions that the Enterprise not
enter Klingon space under any
ci rcumnst ances.

(beat)
You're right and you don't have to
remnd me. But I"'mnot going to sit
idly by and let a civilian ship be
destroyed in a fight that isn't their
own.

GREY
How do we know t hat?
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CROSS
It's a civilian ship, Lieutenant.

GREY
Li ke the Klingons at Coul ar?

The room beconmes extraordinarily tense, no one nakes eye
contact with either Cross or Gey.

CRGCSS
| don't want to hear fromyou for
the rest of this neeting unless it's
rel evant.

G ey remains quiet and only acknow edges himwith a snal
novenent of his head.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
I f anyone el se has any di sagreenents
with me on this, they can voice them
now.

No one speaks.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Good. Dismissed, we'll be arriving
shortly.

He sits back in his chair as they all walk out on to the
Bridge. Elris hangs back. Cross doesn't notice before:

CROSS ( CONT' D)
(to hinself)
Assum ng our resident Judas doesn't
sabot age the slipstream before then.

ELRI S
Judas?

He finally notices Elris.

CROSS
| didn't think it would be you who'd
be the obligatory hang back. ..
(beat)
That's who he is.

ELRI S
Judas betrayed Jesus Christ. Has
Li eutenant G ey betrayed you?

CRCSS
Who sai d anyt hi ng about nme?

ELRI S
| don't understand.

4.
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CRCSS
He's not betraying nme, he's not just
betraying the norals of the Federation --
he's betraying his own.

Elris doesn't nod, doesn't show any sign of agreenent,
| ooks intrigued by Cross's answer for a beat.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
I's there any worse kind of betrayal ?

Elris |ooks up, directly into Cross's eyes.

ELRI S
I woul dn't know.

Cross | ooks at her, sonmething passes between them

CRCSS
If there's nothing el se?

ELRI S
"1l talk to you later...

j ust

Cross nods as she | eaves via another door. After she has
| eft Cross stands and | ooks at the display still on the wall,

before exiting on to the Bridge.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS
Cross enters, and | ooks over at Tal ora.

CRCSS
Join nme, Conmmander

As he enters, she follows himthrough.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

Cross seats hinself on his side of the desk and i ndicates

for Talora to take a seat on the guest side.

CRGCSS
You didn't say anything in the
meet i ng.

TALORA

| got the inpression that if | did I
woul d al so be asked to remain silent.

CRGCSS
Wy ?

TALORA
You di sm ssed Lieutenant G ey.

5.
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CRCSS
Tell me you can tell the difference.

TALORA
| can.
CRGCSS
Then why did you stay quiet?
TALORA
You woul d not have |iked what | had
to say.
CRGCSS
Which is?
Tal ora takes a breath.
TALORA

I think that you should inform
Starfleet. There may be anot her
ship in the sector that we don't
know about that will cause |ess
controversy fromentering Klingon
space.

CROSS
You're worried that I'mdoing this
off my own initiative? To prove

sonet hi ng?
TALORA
To be blunt, yes.
CROSS

How about 1'mdoing if I'mdoing it
fromny heart?

TALORA
| don't believe that your heart would
stop you fromcalling Starfl eet.

CROSS
(sarcastically)
Not yet anyway.

TALORA
If we go ahead with this m ssion we
cannot afford to fail

CRCSS
Wiile we can still interfere with
whatever it is the Qtam have planned
for us, | think we can afford to
mess up on just about anyt hing.
(beat)
But we won't. Not today.
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TALCRA
(smles)
I will informthe crew

CRCSS
Better tell Hal first, he mght run
out of whiskey.

Tal ora rai ses an eyebrow

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Let me know as soon as we arrive.

Tal ora nods and exits.
CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- ENG NEERI NG

G ey stornms into engineering and towards the Q C, he | ooks
at it menacingly before stormng into his office. He picks
up a PADD and | ooks down at the console that it was laid on
and rises the PADD up, and slans it down into the console.

GREY
| hate that man.

He pushes the PADD aside and sits down at a stool. For a
nonent he just |ooks plain bored, and sighs, before
inspiration strikes and he rapidly starts hitting keys on
t he consol e.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise approaches a transport ship from behind, there
are no other vessels visible.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

W start on a view fromthe back of the Bridge |ooking out
towards the viewscreen at a stricken transport vessel. W
hear the swi shing of doors open and pan to one side to reveal
Cross entering fromhis Ready Room

CRCSS

Report .
TALORA

W' re approaching the transport.
CRCSS

Any sign of the attackers?
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DAJAR
Not yet, but we shoul d assune that
they're still in the imediate
vicinity.

CRGCSS

Agreed. Any life signs fromthe
transport?

DQJ AR
I'"'mnot sure, there's too nuch
i nterference.

Cross | ooks at the viewscreen, seeing nothing that could be
causi ng interference.

CRCSS
What's its source?

DQJAR
It appears to be emanating frominside
the ship itself.

CRCSS
Get Y'lan on it.

Doj ar nods as Cross nakes his way towards his chair, and
sits down. He leans in next to Tal ora.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
I've been in touch with Admra
Del f une. ..

TALORA
Del f une?

CRCSS
Yeah, apparently she's been pronoted
to the general day to day running of
Starfleet "interests"” in this
sector. ..

TALORA
Conveni ent.

CRGCSS
| didn't have time for the
pl easantries. She's not happy that
we're heading into Klingon territory,
but she hasn't got a choice unless
she's planning on leaving a civilian
ship stranded in a war zone.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- UNSPECI FI ED LOCATI ON

W switch to a new view of the conversation fromdirectly
behi nd Cross and Tal or a.
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W hear the odd footstep and ot her noises from other Bridge
personnel nore anplified than usual, but we still have good
sound -- enough to clearly understand what the two are saying.

After a nmoment or two, we begin to pull away from what we
see is a console, until we pull back past sonmeone wat ching
Cross and Tal ora..

TALORA
She aut hori zed our presence here?

CRGCSS
For the duration of this m ssion,
yes, then we're straight back out
agai n.

Tal ora nods.

TALORA
Under st ood.

Cross pulls back away from Tal ora.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

W're no | onger watching on the conputer consol e anynore,
we're now on the Bridge again.

CROSS
Y' | an, have you got anythi ng?

Y' LAN'S COW VO CE
Not hi ng Captain, other than a strange
readi ng emanating fromthe ships
life support system

CRGCSS
That m ght just be what we're | ooking
for, Y Ilan.

Y' LAN

I do not see how it could be of any
signi ficance, Captain.

CROSS
Expl ai n?

Y' LAN
My table is detecting nothing nore
than a slightly nodified oxygen
conpound in the ships atnosphere --
| do not see how it could be
interfering with your scans.

Quinlan REACTS to this news, she is obviously unconfortable
about it.
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CROSS
Okay, keep | ooking. Do you have any
reason to believe that it could be
harnful to an away teanf

Y' LAN
Negative. As | have already stated
| am detecting nothing nore than a
nodi fi ed oxygen conpound.

Cross nods and closes the comm He turns to |ook at Tal ora.

CRCSS
Assenbl e an away team-- | want to
be in and out of here as fast as we

can.

Tal ora nods and heads towards the turbolift, indicating for
Dojar to join her as she goes.

Quinl an 1 ooks edgy, |ooking like she is about to stand up
and then not, before finally making her mnd up and actually
standing up and turning to face Tal ora.

QUI NLAN
(bluntly)
Commander, | want to go with you

Tal ora | ooks intrigued, but nods in agreement and Quinl an
runs to catch the waiting turbolift. The canera closes in
on the closing doors...

CUT TO
EXT. ATY -- DUSK

The sanme girl we saw earlier, still walking through the city,
but a much quieter part of it, |arge skyscrapers hover in

t he di stance however, inplying that we are not far away from
a major business/residential area. A very different sight
to what we saw earlier

The girl |ooks exhausted, al nost on the verge of collapsing
but hauls herself along towards a SPACEPORT where a nunber
of transports are docked.
She stunbles into the main entrance and as we see a transport
simlar to the one we saw on the main viewscreen of the
Enterprise we...

FADE OUT

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE | N:

I NT. TRANSPORT SHI P -- CORRI DOR

The fam liar shimrer of the transporter effect appears on
the screen and Talora, Dojar, Quinlan and Elris nmaterialize,
along with another N.D. security officer. Al bear HAND
PHASERS and after the usual | ook-before-you-scan routine,
Elris and Quinlan pull out tricorders.

ELRI S
I"mdetecting one life form it
appears to be stable.

TALORA
Wher e?

ELRI S
Through there.

She i ndi cates a door.

ELRI S (CONT' D)
But 1'malso detecting a | arge anount
of organic mass. Though there.

She i ndi cates anot her door.

ELRI' S (CONT' D)
I think it's Klingon.

TALORA
I's there any indication as to why
our sensors couldn't scan the interior
of the ship?

ELRI S
| can't see why..
(to Quinlan)

Have you got anyt hi ng?
Qui nl an shakes her head.

QUI NLAN
I"mgoing to go and investigate this
oxygen conpound.

Tal ora nods, as Quinlan wal ks down the corridor and indicates
for Elris and the security guard to go into the room where
the life formhas been detected. Talora and Dojar head for

t he other door Elris indicated.

Elris puts away her tricorder and replaces it with a phaser
she takes point with the guard slightly behind her. The
guard presses sone keys to open the door before we hear:
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VA CE
No!

Elris and the guard share a | ook of concern before both
plunging into the roomready to fire..

OPPCSI TE ANGLE

Tal ora WHIPS AROUND to see Elris and the N.D. about to enter
t he room

ORI G NAL ANGLE
Heavy breathing as Elris and the guard...
I NT. TRANSPORT SHI P -- ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

...stormin, weapons ainmed, brows furrowed, ready to fight...
only to find the girl that we saw earlier crouched in a corner
sweating profusely and rubbing the sides of her head. She
repeats her earlier plea.

G RL
No! Get out! You can't cone in
here! Get the hell out! This is
m ne!

Elris |ooks at the guard who after a cautious | ook around
nods back at her, and Elris pulls out her medical tricorder.
Before she even scans her she can see that there's sonething
wWr ong.

ELRI S
She's got a fever...
(1 ooks at tricorder)
I need to get her back to the ship --
her bl ood pressure's rocketing.

The guard nods and Elris kneel s down beside her and hits her
conm badge.

ELRI S (CONT' D)
Elris to Enterprise, two to beam
directly to Sickbay.

G RL
No! [It's not supposed to be this
way. |'m supposed to be..

Elris and the girl disappear in the transporter glow shortly
before the guard | ooks around the rest of the room and begins
to cough. ..
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CUT TO
I NT. TRANSPORT SHI P -- CORRI DOR

Qui nl an wal ks down a dark, enpty corridor, only lit by the
['ight fromher phaser and tricorder.

Very creepy, the shadows are in a constant state of notion
due to the various lights on the tricorder and Quinlan's
constant novenent. W can hear the guard coughing in the
di stance as he EXITS the roomhe found the girl in.

She approaches a door, and taps the controls -- it opens out
on to the Bridge. She takes sone cautious steps forward...

NEW ANGLE

Anot her corridor, again barely lit. Talora and Dojar approach
a door, and | ook at each other.

DQJ AR
The bionmass is in here.

Tal ora nods. She taps sone controls on the side of the door,
but it does not open.

Her and Doj ar exchange a gl ance.
CUT TO
I NT. TRANSPORT SHI P -- BRI DGE

Qui nl an wal ks from console to consol e, |ooking at the
enpti ness on each one of them There is nothing. The ship
is lifeless. Black.

Until we hear a BEEPING She turns to see a light flashing
across the other side of the Bridge fromwhat woul d have
been an Operations console. Quinlan wal ks over to

i nvestigate.

CUT TGO
I NT. TRANSPORT SHI P -- CORRI DOR
Doj ar takes off the panel on the door, revealing the wiring
behind it. W | ook through the wiring towards Tal ora and
Doj ar, both peering inside the circuitry.

CUT TGO
I NT. TRANSPORT SHI P -- BRI DGE
Qui nl an approaches the consol e, the beepi ng becones nore
rapid as does her pace. She reaches the console to see one

noni tor flashing NEW Bl OSI GNS DETECTED -- CALI BRATI NG LI FE
SUPPORT SYSTEMS.
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Quinlan | ooks up, startled and presses sone keys on the dead
console, and mraculously it springs to life -- only to reveal
an UNAUTHORI ZED ACCESS si gn

Intrigued, Quinlan hits some nore keys and pulls up a new
screen showi ng a Bl OHAZARD SI GN and the fil enane KAM KAZE
GAMVA.

Her eyes fill with fear

CUT TO
I NT. TRANSPORT SHI P -- CORRI DOR
Doj ar holds two wires together, which SPARK

CUT TO

I NT. TRANSPORT SHI P -- BRI DGE
Quinlan hits her commbadge.
QUI NLAN
Quinlan to Talora -- do not open
t hat door!

Quinlan turns and runs as fast as she can out of the Bridge
and down the corridor.

CUT TO
I NT. TRANSPORT SHI P -- CORRI DOR
The doors slide open... as Talora and Dojar look in wth
di sgust Tal ora replies:
_ TALORA
_(grinmy)
W just did.

We swing around to see that inside the roomthere is a pile
of about one hundred dead bodies, all in various stages of
decay, and not a pleasant sight. W sw ng back on to Dojar
as he winces in pain...

I NT. TRANSPORT SHI P -- CORRI DOR

Quinlan legs it as fast as she can through the ship.

QUI NLAN
Shit! W need to get out of here,
Conmander !

TALORA

Understood. Proceed to neet... Dojar?
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We hear a very audible THUD. Quinlan |ooks confused but
carries on running.

QUI NLAN
Quinlan to Enterprise, get a |lock on
everyone over here and get us out
now

CRCSS' S COW VA CE
Under st ood, Li eutenant.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

Peace. Solitude. Calm Elris stands over her patient, the
young girl that we saw on the transport, who i s now sedated
and at rest. She injects a hypospray into the girl's neck
as she | ooks at sone readings on the | arge readout screen
behi nd her.

CRCSS' S COW VA CE
Cross to Sickbay, prepare for
casual ties, Doctor.

Elris | ooks up and away from her patient, concern in her
eyes.

ELRI S
["mon it. What's happening?

The READ ALERT kl axon begins to flash.
| NTERCUT:
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Cross paces across the Bridge, as the canera closes in on
himas Gey and Y LAN enter fromthe rear turbolift.

CROSS
We don't know, but sonething' s going
on over there.

W close in on the transport ship on the viewscreen..

CUT TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- TRANSPORTER ROOM
Close in on NARV (OZRAN at the transporter console as he
energi zes the matrix, before closing in on the transporter
pad, where Talora and Quinlan materialize... and Dojar and
the N.D. Security Guard materialize in a pile on the pad.

Talora inmredi ately turns and wal ks off the pad pul ling Quinlan
w th her.
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TALORA
Get themto sickbay...

Just as BOOM The ship rocks, as we close in on Quinlan.
Her expression blank yet in deep contenplation as Dojar and
t he guard dematerialize.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Talora to Bridge, what's happening?

| NTERCUT:
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Anot her explosion, this tinme we swing across the viewscreen
to see a KLINGON BIRD OF PREY flying past our view, as what
appears to be the remants of the destruction of the transport
fade away. ..

CRGCSS
Get up here Commander, we're under
attack!

TALORA' S COW VO CE
["mon ny way.

CRCSS
Cal e, what the hell just happened?

CALE
The transport just expl oded!

Cross sighs and wal ks across to Cale's consol e and pushes
t he hapl ess young ensign asi de.

CRCSS
They didn't destroy it...

As a SECOND and THIRD Bird of Prey decl oak and begin attacking
t hem

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
It sel f-destructed.

He | ooks up at the viewscreen and pushes Cal e back towards
hi s consol e before marching back to the center seat, and
turning back to look at Y' lan as he goes.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
Y' |l an, where the hell have those
Birds of Prey cone fronf

Y' LAN
| detected a |large buil dup of ships
at the edge of the system but they
have not posed a threat.
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CROSS
(sarcastically)
Until now.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

Elris scans Dojar, a | ook of concern on her face as she puts
a MEDTECH i nstrument on his forehead, before walking to the
security officer and scanning himand injecting himw th a
hypospray, she continues scanning hi mbefore we hear:

G RL
No!

Elris runs over to her, and indicates for a nurse to go and
conti nue scanning the security guard and another to continue
nmoni toring Dojar.

ELRI S
Hey, hey! It's okay! 1It's going to
be all right, we've rescued you!

G RL
It's never going to be all right!
Not anynore, not ever...

BOOM The ship rattles and rolls, as Elris clings on to the
bed for stability.

G RL (CONT' D)
They're here, aren't they? They're
comng to get ne! | can't stay! |
have to | eave! | have to | eave now
| have to go and get him
(beat, then shouts)
Let me out of here! You can't keep

me here! | have free will! |'m ne!
Not you! [|'m not you!
ELRI S
(cal m ngly)

Al right, all right. Let's calm
down. Cone on, that's a good girl.

The girl looks at her intensely, as Elris injects her with a
hypospr ay.

G RL
Grl?
(horrified)
You have no idea...

But she doesn't finish the sentence as she falls back into
bliss again, and away fromthe runble of the ship being
attacked. . .
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CUT TO

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

The turbolift doors open and Tal ora and Quinlan enter.

CRCSS
Conmander, the transport just self-
destruct ed.

Tal ora rai ses an eyebrow, Quinlan seens to be white. Cross
notices this.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
You don't | ook well, Lieutenant.

Quinlan | ooks up at him horror-struck.

QUI NLAN
| don't think that | am..

CRCSS
(confused)
Do you need to go to Sickbay?

QUI NLAN
No. | need to be relieved of duty.
I'"mresponsible for everything that's
happened to that transport ship.
On Quinlan's blank, sonber face we...
FADE OUT

END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Sanme as before. The ship continues to rock throughout the
remai nder of the episode, unless otherw se indicated.

CRCSS
What do you nean you're responsibl e?

QUI NLAN
(fragnent ed)
Seven years ago, when | was wor ki ng

for Devon, | got sent on a m ssion
to keep an eye on a nman, Maxwel |
Coonbs. | didn't know what it was,

not until we got there. Only that
it was going to be dangerous because

Mac was there. |f Mac was there,
you didn't want to be.
CRCSS

What happened?

QUI NLAN
W' d been sent to hijack a Starfl eet
shi pment of bio-chemcals. W
delivered themto sone Klingons, not
that far fromwhere we are now.

TALORA
What ki nd of chemical s?

Qui nl an | ooks up.

QUI NLAN
Thorium arkenide. It's deadly. In
the wong hands they could kil
mllions of people.

Cross reacts.
CRGCSS
I think we'd better talk about this
somewher e el se.
He | ooks over to Tal ora.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Commander, you have the Bridge.

Tal ora nods, as Cross wal ks off to his Ready Room foll owed
sl ow y by Quinlan.
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I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

Cross takes a seat and indicates for Quinlan to do so al so,
but she continues to stand, |ooking out into space, into the
m ddl e of nowhere.

Before Cross can ask her anything nore, Quinlan carries on
t al ki ng:

QUI NLAN
| always told nyself that | was never
hurting anyone. That | was just the
m ddl eman. Making a |iving out of
ot her peoples foul deeds and

m sfortunes. |'ve only just recently
started to realize that I was very
wWr ong.

Cross remains silent.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Mac and ne, | don't think when it
cane down to it we were all that

different. |If you hadn't have cone
al ong when you did, then..
CRCSS

Ckay, that's enough.
Quinlan seens to snap herself out of it a bit.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
What do these chem cals have to do
wth any of this?

QUI NLAN
I think they're what killed the people
on that transport.

CROSS
Are they a threat to ny crew?

QUI NLAN
| don't think so. The structure of
the chemcals that | detected had
been nodi fi ed sonehow.

CRGCSS
["1l informDoctor Elris -- | want
you to go down there now and tel
her everything you know.

Qui nl an nods. She begins to | eave, but stops and turns
around.

QUI NLAN
Captain, I...
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CRCSS
(firmy)
We'll talk about it later, Lieutenant.

Qui nlan quickly nods, and exits, Cross sits back and Sl GHS.
CUT TO

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise fights the Klingons, but the Kl ingons are
coming in on hit and run attacks, firing a volley or two and
t hen headi ng back out of range again.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

Sickbay is extrenely underlit in this scene, red alert lights
and what | ook |ike blue fluorescents are our only source of
l'i ght.

Quinlan ENTERS to see Elris pulling a SHEET over the security
guard's body.

QUI NLAN
(under her breath)
OCh ny Cod.

She stands | ooking at the dark scene for a nonent, as Elris,
obvi ously noved by the death of the guard noves on to tend
to the now unconscious girl and Dojar.

Quinlan slowy takes sone steps forward towards Elris, and
stands behind her, |ooking extrenmely awkward, not know ng
what to say to her, until Elris turns around and JUWPS.

ELI'S

Jen! \What are you doing here?
QUI NLAN

Uh, the Captain sent nme down here.
ELRI S

| didn't hear you cone in.
QUI NLAN

['"'m quiet.

Elris | ooks at her.

ELRI S

I's everything alright?
QUI NLAN

I"mnot ill. If that's what you're

asking. You don't need to worry
about ne.
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ELRI S
Then why are you here? | don't have
time to stand about and chat.

QUI NLAN
...

(beat)
| needed to tell you sonething. The
Captain asked me to come down here.

ELRI' S
Oh?

Qui nlan swal | ows, prepares herself for what she knows she
has to do.

QUI NLAN
I"mthe reason that man just died.

Elris | ooks confused, obviously doesn't take Quinlan seriously
and wal ks over to Dojar and begins scanni ng hi magain.

ELRI S
What do you nean? You knew just as
much as we di d about what was over
on that ship.

Quinl an closes her eyes deep in regret.

QUI NLAN
No. | knew plenty nore. |'m not
fooling around here, Lea, none of
t hat metaphoric crap. |I'mhere to

tell you how that nman died.

ELRI S
How do you know?

QUI NLAN
You don't have the tine for nme to go
into it, you just need to know that
the core basis of what's attacking
Dojar and that girl is a very
primtive biological weapon.

ELRI S
| haven't detected anything |ike
t hat .

QUI NLAN

I know. There's a base signature
that's emtted as a disguised brain
wave, it's not designed to be found.

ELRI S
| thought you said it was primtive?
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QUI NLAN
In design it is, but...
(shouts)
We don't have tinme for this, Doctor

Elris | ooks shocked at Quinlan's outburst.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
G ve ne your tricorder

Wthout waiting for Elris to offer her it she snatches it
from her hand and begins progranm ng in sone information.

It should be apparent that Quinlan is NOT reading fromthe
tricorder in this scene, but that she is telling Elris
information that she al ready knows.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
They've nodified it -- | thought
that it had been programed to target
one life sign, but...
(1 ooks at tricorder)
| don't know. | can't make head or
tail of this.

She thrusts the tricorder back towards Elris.
QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Look for the brain waves, you'll see
what ' s happeni ng.
Quinlan turns and exits.

ELRI S
Jen! Wit!

But it's too late, Quinlan is gone.
CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Quinlan stornms along the corridor as the ship shakes around
her, torn between pure anger and pure guilt.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC DECK

Quinlan enters and | ooks over towards the bar. The bottles
glint at her with the reflection of huge expl osi ons outsi de,

t hough the main wi ndow that is usually visible is now covered
with hull plating.

The canera closes in on Quinlan, before she turns away and
wal ks over to sit at a table and slans her fists into the
cl ear surface.
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A crack appears and a small patter of blood hits the gl ass
before Quinlan slanms her knees up into it.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

The ship shakes as Cross energes back out on to the Bridge
agai n.

CROSS
Report .

Talora is at the center chair, Cale at tactical

TALORA
The Klingons are continuing their
assault, very mninmal damage.

CRCSS
| don't understand. Wth what they've
been throw ng at us, how can we only
have m ni mal danmage?

Cal e's answer conmes off as very snobby.
CALE

The obvi ous answer -- their weapons
are inferior.

CRCSS
They must be trying to do sonet hing.

CALE
(cocky)
| don't think so, Captain.

BANG There is a huge explosion at the hel mcontrols, as
Gey's voice fills the Bridge speakers.

GREY' S COW VA CE
Engi neering to Bridge -- they've
taken out the QC
Tal ora | ooks at Cross.

CALE
| npossi bl e.

Cross raises an intrigued eyebrow.
GREY' S COW VO CE
| don't know what happened, Commander,
the core just overl oaded.

Cross | ooks confused.
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CRCSS
Commander, find out what's happeni ng.

Talora hits sone controls on her chair.

TALORA
They're firing at the exact sane
frequency the slipstreanis operating
at. ..

CRCSS
That's what they've been doing al
along. Wy didn't we detect it
bef ore?

Tal ora | ooks over at a visibly w ncing Cale.

TALORA
Perhaps you'd care to explainit to
us, Lieutenant?

Cal e smles nervously.
CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- ENG NEERI NG

G ey storns through Engi neering, heading towards a snoking

QC

GREY
Boyl e, get nme sone readings on the
recharge rate of the core! Francis,
I need you to reroute all power
t hrough the warp backup core!

BANG  Anot her huge expl osion

GREY ( CONT' D)
What the hell was that?

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise tilts to one side one of its engines is on
fire.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Smoke is comng fromall over, cables hang fromthe ceiling,
Cross and Tal ora drag thenselves up fromthe floor and | ook
at the flickering screen to see thenselves surrounded by a
vast anount of Klingon cruisers.
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_ CRCSS
Inferior weapons? Gey! | need
some power to maneuver

GREY
I"'mtrying, but I don't think I'm
going to be able to give you anything
nore than inmpulse! They' ve taken
out one of the engi nes!

CROSS
Repair tine?

GREY
Two hours, if we can hold out!

CRCSS
Get on it, use anyone you have to.

GREY
Under st ood!

BANG The ship runmbles again. Talora | ooks down at her
chair.

TALORA
There's a deconpression in progress!
Deck si xteen!

CRGCSS
Seal it off, get a team down there!
Cross to Elris.

No response.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Shit. Commander, get down there!

Tal ora nods and heads for the turbolift. Cross turns to
face Cal e.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
You better have sone weapons to fire
or God help you I'll kick you through
t hat vi ewscreen!

CALE
| have phasers!
CRCSS
That'll do start firing.
CALE

| don't have any targets, the
targeting | ocks are offline!
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CROSS
You think that matters? Start firing,
nowt

CALE
Wher e?

CROSS

Anywhere, God damm it!

Cal e starts pressing buttons.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Talora EXITS a turbolift and heads towards Sickbay,

27.

CUT TO

but as

she rounds a corner she's confronted by a forcefield, with
debris and a huge gash in the hull on the opposite side.

TALORA

Tal ora to Bridge!
CRCSS

Go ahead, Commander.
TALORA

Si ckbay's been hit, Sir.
CRCSS

How bad?
TALORA

| don't know, | can't get to it.
Suggest you do a scan fromup there!

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
Sane as before, Cross stood over Cale's console.

CROSS
We're working on it.

He wal ks over to his chair and hits sone controls.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
"' m not picking up anything... |
don't know if there's anyone |eft
alive down there.

As we close in on Cross we. ..

| NTERCUT:

SMASH CUT TO BLACK

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE | N:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

Start on the girl, who has fallen off her bed and is resting
against it, pan up to Dojar who is beginning to regain
consciousness but is holding his head, before we see Elris
and anot her nurse and TORAN NOA beginning to regain their
footing. The power is down now, except for the blue

fl uorescents.

ELRI S
Elris to Bridge!

No response.

ELRI' S (CONT' D)
Elris to Engineering, can anyone
hear ne?

Still no response.

ELRI' S ( CONT' D)
Dam it.

She wal ks over to the girl as one of the two nurses wal k
over to Dojar.

TORAN
You pi cked one hell of atime to
come back around, Lieutenant.

DAJAR
What ' s happeni ng?
As the nurse begins to fill Dojar in on the situation as she
scans him we nove over to see Elris scanning the girl.
ELRI S
How are you feeling? Can you see
properly?
G RL
What is there left to see?
ELRI S
(calmy)
Ckay, how about we don't play ganes
for now? | need you to tell ne if

you can see properly.

G RL
Yes.
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ELRI S
Good, now, follow nmy finger.

She begi ns nmoving her finger around as the girl follows it
bef ore we nove back over to Dojar.

DAJAR
| need to get back up to the Bridge.

He stands and nakes his way towards the EXIT, but is stopped
by a FORCEFI ELD.

TORAN
The corridor outside's been
deconpressed. Besides, you're not
ready to go anywhere, yet.

DQJAR
G eat.

Swi ng back to Elris and the girl.

ELRI S
Good, | don't think that you have a
concussi on.

The girl smles, Elris | ooks at her tricorder.

ELRI' S (CONT' D)
But you're not well.

G RL
(afraid)
Wy ?

ELRI S

Wiy don't we try and find sonewhere

qui et ?
She smles, and leads the girl off to her office.

CUT TGO

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC DECK
Underneath the glass table Quinlan was sat at earlier, we
see Quinlan's face resting above us on the glass. Blood is
smeared on it from Quinlan's nose and the glass has cracked
where her head has inpacted with it.
She slowy begins to sit up, where HAL | ooks down at her.

HAL
This is b-a-d!

Qui nl an groans and stands up and wal ks away fromthe table.
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I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SICKBAY -- ELRIS' S OFFI CE

It is  relatively quiet in here, we can still feel the ship
shaki ng but the explosions aren't as apparent and it is a
peaceful , serene atnosphere.

Elris sits on her desk, looking at the girl.

G RL
| know what's wong with ne.
ELRI S
You do?
G RL
They told ne.
ELRI S
Who?
G RL

The Klingons. Wo attacked the ship.

ELRI S
And what did they tell you?

G RL
That |'mdying. That I'd outlive
everyone el se on the ship. Gve ne
tinme to think about what |'ve done.

Elris slowy shakes her head.

ELRI S
The virus is attacking your nervous
system There's nothing that | can
do.

A beat as this sets in.

G RL
How | ong do | have |eft?

ELRI S
A few hours. Not [ong now.

Silence for a beat.

ELRI S (CONT' D)
What have you done to the Klingons
to deserve this?

G RL
Do you want to hear the story of ny
life?
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ELRI S
That bad, huh?

G RL
No one ever does, just brush me aside
like I'"m sone bruised apple.

ELRI S
| didn't say that | didn't want to.

The girl |ooks up, a twinkle in her eye. Beat.

ELRI S ( CONT' D)

An appl e?
G RL
My Mumused to call ne that.
ELRI S
Ri ght.
G RL
That's the one thing that | renmenber
about her. | close ny eyes every

night and try to renenber what she

| ooked like, things that she'd said
to me, but the only thing I can ever
remenber is her calling ne an apple.

Elris | ooks quite perplexed at why sonmeone woul d conpare
their child to an apple, but carries on anyway.

ELRI S
What happened to your nother?

G RL
| don't know. W were going hone to
Earth, after the civil war with the
Klingons started a few years back.
Qur ship... it was attacked. Boarded.

ELRI S
What happened?

G RL
They shot her.

Elris looks at the girl, there is silence for a nonent.

ELRI' S
I was five when ny nother died. She
was in an explosion. | like to

bel i eve that she died instantly, but
the Cardassians... they told ne that
she was buried alive. That she died
sl ow y.
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G RL
| feel for you, Doctor.

Elris gives her a half smle

ELRI S
What happened after your Mim was
Killed?

G RL

They took ne, took anyone who was
young enough to not fight back.

ELRI S
How many of you were there?
G RL
Si x. Maybe seven. | can't renenber.

But there were nore from other ships,
each and everyone of us Human. |
think that there nmust have been thirty
to forty of us.

Elris | ooks shocked.

ELRI S

And they just held you all prisoner?
G RL

No. Mich worse than that. They

made us into soldiers. Into fighting

machi nes.
More shock

A RL (CONT' D)
They tried to brai nwash us, but a
few of us managed to survive it. |If
you can call it that. | guess we
survived, to survive was our aim
But what for? W didn't have a life
tolive, we just carried on breat hing.
Carried on wal ki ng, each and every
day. W couldn't even put ourselves
out of the msery.

ELRI S
What do you nean?

G RL
There were no ropes, Doctor. No
sharp bl ades. They made sure of it.
We knew that we could wing each
other's necks. But what woul d happen
to the one that was |eft behind?
There's al ways one, isn't there?

( MORE)
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A RL (CONT' D)
There's al ways one that stays, that
can't escape, no matter how mnuch
they try, what |engths they go to.
They can never get out.

ELRI S
How di d you get out?

G RL

| had... a friend. Called hinself
Rick. He was there for ne when
needed someone. He kept ne sane on
a night. | was kept sane sonehow,
he was just... he was the only person
who | knew that | could conpletely
trust.

(beat)
Wien you conme out of a hard day of
fighting or quarrying and there's
hardly any food and everyone's hungry
you really do | earn who your friends
are. It takes a while, but by the
end of the first week you start to
catch on.

(beat)
The bastard stole ny food the first
night I was there. He was just the
only person who ever canme up to nme
and said that he was sorry.

Elris smles.

She si ghs,

ELRI' S
That was kind of him
G RL
You think? | never did Iike him
not for a long time. | guess | never

really talked to him or appreciated
himfor what he was.

and | ooks down at the fl oor.

A RL (CONT' D)
Then as the people who | could trust,
who | thought were ny friends became
nore and nore entranced with the
life that they couldn't escape, as |
becane nore and nore of an outsider,
| stood up one night and | left them
For him Just like that. | could
never get over how different he was
that first night. W talked al
night long and I knew that he'd be
the truest person |I'd ever neet.

( MORE)

33.
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A RL (CONT' D)
He was kind of burning fromthe inside
out instead of the outside in for a
change.

ELRI S
What do you nean?

G RL
... he was just hinmself, no |ying
or pretending, no crap. Even when
he stole my fucking dinner that night
he was being true to hinself. |
couldn't believe it.

ELRI S
How ol d did you say he was agai n?

G RL
W were both sixteen when we tal ked
that first night. Then the next
ni ght when we found out how ol d we
both were... there were sparks.
Kind of led fromone thing to another.

She | ooks up at Elris.

A RL (CONT' D)
You know, | mean we had sex.
ELRI S
Yeah, | got that part.
G RL
And then we started planning our
escape.
ELRI S

Interesting transition.

G RL
It was |ike divine inspiration.

El ri s nods unconfortably.

G RL ( CONT' D)
VWhat ?

ELRI S
It sounds to ne |ike you noved on
your feelings very quickly.

G RL
| don't think I've ever known anything

different.
( MORE)
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A RL (CONT' D)
When you're in a place |like that you
act on things as they happen because
you never know if you'll get a chance
to conme back and do it again.

ELRI S
It sounds a lot like the real world
to ne.

G RL

| don't want you to criticize ny

choi ces, Doctor, what's done is done.
I have my own |life and even though
there mght not be that nuch of it
left in front of me don't take away
what |'ve got behind ne.

ELRI S
"' m not.

G RL
| thought that you were different,
but you're just |ike everyone el se,
aren't you? You're just trying to
steal ny life away from underneath
ny feet, whatever's left of it.
Tell me Doctor, are you going to
lock ne up as well? M body? Are
you going to lock it up!?

ELRI S
Ckay, | think it's tine we relaxed a
little.

G RL
["1l tell you when | want to rel ax,
| lost everything, | lost himand
now you tell me to relax! | don't
think that's possible, let go of ne!

Elris | ooks confused as she's not holding the girl.

G RL (CONT' D)
(shouts)
Let go of ne!

Elris stands and | ooks outside the office.

ELRI S
Doct or Tor an!

Toran enters, the girl noves under Elris's desk and craw s
herself up into a ball and rocks backwards and forwards.

G RL
"1l never let you catch ne. Never

35.
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ELRI S
(to Toran)
Hold her while | get a hypospray to

her.

Toran nods and does as he is asked and noves under the desk
to restrain her but the girl draws himcloser to her and
BITES HMon his nouth. Toran retreats away, but the girl
pulls himclose to her and holds him fortunately Elris gets
to her frombehind and injects a hypospray to the girl's
neck.

ELRI' S (CONT' D)
Are you all right?

TORAN
I think so

He puts a hand to his wounded mouth and | ooks at the bl ood
running fromit.

TORAN ( CONT' D)
Not hi ng maj or

Elris nods and sml es.

ELRI S
Good.

She | ooks down at the girl.
ELRI S (CONT' D)
She shoul d be out for five or ten

m nutes and then be back to nornal
agai n.

She pulls out her tricorder and exam nes the girl.

ELRI S (CONT' D)
Her nervous systemis overstinulating.

TORAN

I's there anything we can do for her?
ELRI S

Only carry on injecting her. It

will return her to normal for a while,
but she will gradually get worse and
Wor se.

(beat)
If we had some power around here |
m ght have been able to renove sone
of the elenents of the virus and
keep her stable until we reached a
st ar base.

She | ooks around her.
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ELRI S (CONT' D)
But it doesn't look |like that's going
to happen, does it?

Toran | ooks glum as there is another explosion that rocks

the ship, and the forcefield on the entrance to the door of
si ckbay shimers as the doors fly off into the corridor and
out of view.

TORAN
Someone will find us. They have to.

Elris half smles.
CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC DECK

Quinlan is kneeling beneath the bar which has its panel
renmoved. Numerous wires and circuitry lays out on the floor,
and Quinlan holds her tricorder to her nouth, using it as a
conmuni cat or

QUI NLAN
| understand that, Captain, but...

Static, Quinlan winces it is that | oud.
CRCSS' S COwW Vd CE

...you back up here now, | can't
| ose ny best pilot right now.

QUI NLAN
You won't, Captain. But |'m going
to Sickbay. | have to.

More static.

CROSS S COW VA CE
Si ckbay... help... here.

Qui nl an ponders for a nmoment.

QUI NLAN
What ' s that Captain?

More static.
QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Don't worry, Captain. [|'Il have
t hem out of there and be back on the
Bri dge before you know it.
More static.

Hal raises an intrigued eyebrow.
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HAL
Very origi nal

QUI NLAN
Fancy going on a rescue m ssion?

Hal retreats to a corner. Quinlan thrusts a nmedkit in his
di rection.

Hal stands up heroically.
SMASH CUT TO BLACK
END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The battle, as before. As the Enterprise streaks past, we
see a trio of Klingon Birds of Prey decloak, swoop in, and
open fire.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
Cross turns around to look at Y'Ian.

CRCSS
Get down there, | don't want Quinlan
doi ng anyt hi ng st upi d.

Cross doesn't | ook inpressed, Y |an cocks his head, intrigued,
yet remains rooted to the spot.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Move!

Y' lan scutters off towards an exit, and Cross noves around
to | ook at Cal e.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
How are you doi ng, Ensign?

CALE
I think I"ve disabled naybe three
out of the seven ships that are
attacki ng us.

CRCSS
Good, keep at it.

Cal e nods.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
Conmmander, are conmmuni cati ons back
up yet?

TALORA
Negative, but Lieutenant G ey reports
that they will be back on-line within
t he hour.

CRCSS
As soon as they are send a priority
one nessage to Admiral Delfune --
even if we finish off those ships
we're not going to be able to get
out of here under our own steam
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TALORA
| thought that we were going to "do
things right for a change.”

CRCSS
W were. Plan's changed.

CUT TO

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SICKBAY -- ELRIS S OFFI CE

The girl is still sitting in the chair, but only Elris is in
the roomwith her now It is quiet, aside fromthe runble
fromoutside. The roomseens to be cut off fromthe rest of
t he ship.

Elris brushes the girl's hair as her eyes begin to flutter
open.

ELRI' S
Hey.

The girl groans.
ELRI' S (CONT' D)

You gave Doctor Noa quite a nasty
bi te back there.

The girl doesn't say anything.
ELRI' S ( CONT' D)
Don't worry about it. There's nothing

you coul d have done about it. Next
time we'll just sedate you before...

G RL
If there is a next tine.

Elris remains quiet.

G RL (CONT' D)
| feel like I'menptying, Doctor.
That all of the control | have over

nyself is being slowy drained away.
What's the point in living if you
don't have any control anynore?

A beat. She | aughs.
A RL (CONT' D)

I never though I'd hear nyself say
t hat.

ELRI S
Wy ?
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G RL
| hate control. Everyone has it,
even when you' re sonewhere |ike we
were. Everyone has sonething to
| oose, everyone has the power to
t ake sonething away fromyou. You
never realize it, but it's there.

It's there.
ELRI S
| don't understand.
G RL
| don't think anyone does. Not until
you're in a place like that. 1've

been brought up with it now, I
understand it. You have a control

over ne, Doctor, you could kill ne
at any instant, just as | could Kkill
you.

ELRI S

I think that when you work on a
starship, you start to realize that

t 0o.

G RL
It's not just that. It's how you
enter into these... relationships

with people and never really think
about the control you're giving them

Elris regains her puzzl ed expression.

G RL (CONT' D)

Think about it, Doctor. You care
about your friends; they should care
for you. But how far do you go to
follow up on that trust, what if
they were dying? Wat if you had to
kill themto live, where does that
put you? Are you still their friend
or are you their new worst eneny?

(beat, then slowy)
You think about them You care about
them \Wat is there past that? You
never truly know what they think of
you. You trust them

(beat)
And the control that gives them..
it can make you do sone very dangerous
things, Doctor. And ultimately, the
only thing that ever gives you is
pain and death. 1've just started
to realize that.
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CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Hal and Quinlan round a corner, and enmerge at the forcefield
that is protecting sickbay fromthe vacuum of space.

QUI NLAN
Turn around.

Hal puts his back to Quinlan and takes sone BEACONS out of a
pack that he is carrying off his back and begins setting
t hem up around where the energency forcefield is active.

We hear the bul khead groan and Quinlan | ooks up at the
shinrering forcefield.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
We don't have nuch tine.

Hal | ooks scared.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY -- ELRIS S OFFI CE
Sanme as before.

ELRI S
What happened?

G RL
To make nme reach that heart w enching
concl usi on?

ELRI S
Yeah. But | nean at the canp. Not
on the ship.

G RL
Ri ght.

Beat .

A RL (CONT' D)
Wen we weren't being brai nwashed,
or in "training," they nade us work
in the quarry. It was huge, but |
don't think one tenth of what cane
out of it will have been worth
anything. At least, it all |ooked
like dried up nud to ne.
(beat)
A few weeks after Rick and I... we
had our first shift together in the
quarry and they noved us over to a
( MORE)
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She hol ds

G RL (CONT' D)
new part of it. Fresh. Unbroken
Pretty. | renmenber that. It was
the first tinme I'd had that thought
for along time. The rocks we found
were pretty as well. They burnt our
hands.

out her hands towards Elris.

ELRI S
They're radiation burns. | was
wondering how you' d got them

G RL

What ever they were they interfered
with their forcefields. Let us waltz
in and out of themlike they weren't
even there.

(beat)
Sonmetimes we didn't have anything
better to do then to throw stones at
the forcefields. Look for gaps.
These rocks, they just went straight
t hrough them

ELRI S
And that's how you escaped.

G RL
That's how | escaped.

ELRI S
What happened?

G RL
Remenber what | said about trust?
It's power in that place. Soneone
nmust have realized that we were gone.
Everything that we'd built up through
t hat place; everything we'd been
t hrough together, and it all cane
down to that one perfectly innocent
betrayal. No joy that we'd gotten
out, only jealousy and bitterness.

ELRI S
They were the ones who you |eft
behi nd.

G RL

No. They weren't. They were a risk.
It wasn't feasible for two hundred

of us to walk through a major Klingon
city unnoti ced.

43.
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ELRI S
Was that for you to decide?

G RL
No. But in the end soneone had to
make that choice. W nmde it for
them and seal ed our fate. Maybe it
wasn't the right choice, maybe it
was. Either way, it didn't work out
right for any of us.

ELRI S
Wy ?

G RL
They killed Rick.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Quinlan sets up the final beacon, just as Y'lan rounds the
cor ner.

QUI NLAN
Y' Il an, what are you doi ng down here?

Y' LAN
The Captain instructed ne to assi st
you. He does not wi sh you to do
anything "stupid."”

QUI NLAN
Sounds |i ke the Captain.
(beat)
W' re al nost done here; the doors
are fused so we're going to have to
bl ow t hem open, but we're just about
ready to go in.

Y' LAN
I will follow you

Qui nl an nods.

HAL
Does that mean | can go now?

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY -- ELRIS S OFFI CE
Sanme as before.
d RL

He was in front of ne.
( MORE)
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A RL (CONT' D)
Faster runner, so obviously... I...
his back was snoking. | didn't have
time to stop. He'd made ne prom se
not to stop. To keep on running no
matter what. He said there wasn't a
reason why | should stop. So | left
himthere. Executed or dead and
dyi ng. Wi chever is worse.

ELRI S
You di d what you had to.
G RL
Yeah. Survival's all that matters,
isn't it? But | left him | left
himthere to die wi thout a second
t hought .
She rubs her head.
ELRI S
What is it?
G RL
My head... it feels like it's...
br eaki ng.
ELRI S
Br eaki ng?
G RL
It hurts.

She continues rubbing it, alnost nmassaging her tenples, Elris
goes to get a hypospray.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Same as before, all beacons are in place, Hal takes a sw g
of sonething out of a metallic bottle.

QUI NLAN
Okay, listen up, here's how it goes.
W go in, we get out. Got it?

HAL
| could have said that.

Quinlan gives hima | ook.
HAL ( CONT' D)

What if there isn't an atnosphere in
t here?
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Quinlan throws hima tricorder.

QUI NLAN
There is; at |least for now, anyway.
(beat)
Everyone know what they're doing?

Hal nods, Y lan flips a tentacle.
CUT TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SICKBAY -- ELRIS' S OFFI CE

It should be obvious that the girl's condition is quickly
deteriorating, as we watch it is getting worse and worse.

G RL
| can feel it.

ELRI S
kay.

She reaches out for a hypospray and holds it to the girl's
neck, but the girl slaps it out of Elris's hand.

G RL
No nore drugs. No nore.
ELRI S
Ckay. But you're going to have to
cal m down.
G RL
No nore drugs. It hurts too mnuch.

How | ong left?

ELRI S
An hour or so.

Elris brushes the girls hair back, but the girl |ashes out
agai n, and pushes her back.

G RL
Don't touch nme! Don't touch ne! It
hurts too nuch. So nuch

Elris steps back.

ELRI S
I'"mgoing to have to give you
sonet hi ng. ..

G RL
No. | want you to prom se ne

sonet hi ng. ..
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ELRI S
What's that?
G RL
Prom se ne that you'll go back and
get them
El ri s nods.
ELRI S
One day | promise I'Il go and get
t hem
G RL

No one deserves to |live through that.
Tell them | said that.

(beat)
Tell themthey all deserve to die.
Tell themthat if he died, then they
died. Tell themthey betrayed us

all. They betrayed thensel ves.

They can't do that to us again.
Betray. Betrayal. It means so nuch
So little.

She rubs her head nore and screans.

G RL (CONT' D)
| can't live with this, Doctor! It
hurts so much..

The canera closes in on Elris as we hear a | oud expl osion
fromoutside, as the doors to sickbay BLOW OPEN as Quinl an
Y' lan and Hal enter.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY -- CONTI NUOUS

W nd bl ows through sickbay, apparently deconpression is in
progress and we can see where, in the corridor where the
door has been BLOWN OPEN

Quinlan activates the enmergency forcefield and the wi nd stops.
Hal | ooks quite relieved.

QUI NLAN
I's everyone okay in here?

Various mutterings indicating yes. Dojar rushes over to
t hem

DAJAR
| need to get to the Bridge.

Qui nl an nods and Dojar runs out of the roomand over the
forcefield.
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HAL
Does anyone need any hel p?

TORAN
Elris is in the other roomw th the
girl we rescued. She m ght need
you.

Qui nl an nods and wal ks towards Elris's office as the
evacuation of Sickbay continues. Hal hel ps people through
the door, Y lan potters around not doing rmuch until sonething
catches his eye; he wal ks over to it.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SICKBAY -- ELRIS S OFFI CE -- CONTI NUOUS
Qui nl an ENTERS where Elris is still trying to calmthe girl.

G RL
(snaps)
Who' s she?

ELRI S
(asi de)
You don't want to know.
(to the girl)
She's here to help us get out of
her e.

d RL
Wy ?

ELRI S
It isn't safe here anynore.

The girl nods.

HAL (O S.)
Hurry! | don't think we have | ong!

QUI NLAN
CGet out of here, Hal!

Elris indicates for Quinlan to help her carry the girl.
Quinlan | ooks at the girl.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
|'"mso sorry.

Elris pulls Quinlan aside.

ELRI S
This isn't the tine.

Qui nl an nods.

QUI NLAN
Let's get her out of here.
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Elris nods and they begin to help the girl out of the office,
it's obvious the girl's finding it difficult to concentrate
as well as nove.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY -- CONTI NUOUS

As Quinlan, Elris and the girl enter fromElris's office,
Y' | an approaches them @ tam scanning device in his hand.

Y' LAN

Doctor Elris, you cannot exit this
room

They st op.

ELRI S
Why not ?

Y' LAN
If you wll follow ne.

QUI NLAN
We don't have tinme for this, Y I|lan.

Y' LAN

On the contrary, | believe that this
could save all of you.

Elris sighs.

ELRI S
Stay here.

Quinlan nods as Y'lan leads Elris through to another part of
Si ckbay, where the girl was originally beaned.

Y' lan points at a ROCK which is lying next to one of the
beds.

Y' LAN
Who owns that rock?

The canera closes in on Elris as realization cones over her.

ELRI' S
Ch, Cod.

She | ooks at Y' I an.

Y' LAN
Have you handled it?

ELRI S
| don't think so. No.

Y' l'an holds out his scanning device and scans Elris.
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Y' LAN
I am not detecting any radiation.

ELRI S
But my patient...

Y' lan | ooks over in her direction and holds out his scanning
devi ce.

Y' LAN
This could prove interesting.

Elris | ooks at himbefore marching over to Quinlan and the
girl.
ELRI S
Change of plan, we're not noving.

QUI NLAN
VWhat ?

Elris makes no effort to disguise this fromthe girl, thinking
t hat she cannot hear what she is saying, but it should be
obvi ous that she does in fact understand.

ELRI S
(indicates the girl)
She escaped using a rock that
interferes with forcefields.

Quinlan's eyes w den.

QUI NLAN
Ch, God.

Elris hits her conmbadge.

ELRI S
Elris to the transporter room

No response.
ELRI S ( CONT' D)

(to Quinlan)
Get down there.

QUI NLAN
How am | supposed to contact you?
ELRI' S
If you're back here in five mnutes,
we' Il know either way.

Quinlan nods and exits, Sickbay is now enpty except for Elris,
the girl and Y' | an.

Elris turns to Y'Ilan.
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ELRI' S ( CONT' D)
I's there any other way to get her
out of here? Can't we just put a
pl ank over the forcefield?

Y' LAN
We do not know how the forcefield is
affected by the radiation. It may
still disrupt it.

Elris funes.

CUT TOthe girl's perspective, as she listens to what they
are saying, as she continues to rub her head.

ELRI S
There nmust be a way! | can't just
| eave her here!

G RL
(whi spers)
Don't worry.

Elris doesn't hear her, but Y'lan turns and observes her.

ELRI S
VWhat ?

Y' LAN
| believe that she has nmde her own
deci si on.

The girl begins wal king towards the door, and Elris wal ks
over to her and bl ocks her way.

ELRI S
What are you doi ng?
G RL
What | have to do! | don't want to

die in pain!
She continues rubbi ng her head.

ELRI S
Wien we get out of here, | can take
you to sonewhere that has power.
"Il be able to help you!

G RL
...Don"t want hel p.

ELRI S
I"mobliged to help you

The girl turns and | ooks at her.
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G RL
Then hel p ne now.
Beat .
ELRI' S
I"'msorry. | can't.
Elris wal ks over to the girl and tries to maneuver her back
to where Y lan is still standing, watching.
G RL
" msorry, Doctor
ELRI' S
It's all right. You m ght even thank
me for...
G RL
No.

She pushes Elris aside and towards a bul khead, as she begins
running towards the door, towards the forcefield.

Running. As fast as her feet will take her. W pull up and
out. ..

EXT. QUARRY ( FLASHBACK)

...Froma pair of bare feet running along the cruel, stone
filled | andscape below to reveal a G RL her M D TEENS
desperately trying to escape what |ooks |like an old quarry...

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

She continues running, her face is filled wth pain and her
run is unstable. She holds her hand out next to her and the
nanme of her friend, R ck crosses her lips one |last time as
her feet hit the air..

Elris manages to sit up and watch as the girl smles as her
feet fall through the invisible air. Y lan continues to
wat ch, fascinated.

W go into slow notion as Elris stands up and air begins to
bl ow out once again. Elris grabs on to sonmething to hold on
to, Y lan defies the aws of nature. Elris |ooks over at
Y' I an and shouts for himto do sonething, however we don't
hear her, as the wind is too | oud.

Sl ow notion continues as the girl continues to descend..
and descend... and descend. Descending.

Until she is gone.
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Elris looks up with tears in her eyes as the wind stops, as
Quinlan rounds the corner, as Y |an continues watching, as
t he ship continues runbling.

ELRI S

You know what |'ve just renenbered?
QUI NLAN

What ?
ELRI S

| never asked for her nane.
As the ship shakes once nore, we slowy..
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FI VE

THE END

Author's Note: Al over the world there are children
being forced to fight for causes that they are not
ol d enough to understand or strong enough to do
anything about. In many cases this is happening
against their will and is leading to their deaths.

Pl ease visit ww. ammesty. org
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