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RENAI SSANCE: "A Friend" - TEASER 1.

TEASER
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE
A wi de shot of a wide area of space. |Inmmediately we can see

the Enterprise, but she is not alone. There is a Sovereign-
class vessel in the vicinity, a Scimtar, a |arge, bulky
cargo transport, a Liberty-class vessel with distinctly Tril
additions. There are also a nunerous anount of civilian
ships, some of themfromdistinct cultures -- Cardassian,
Vul can, Bolian..

But what undoubtedly catches the eye the nost is the STARBASE
that | oonms over them In size and shape, it is very simlar
to Earth's Spacedock: Simlar, but not quite. The curves

are |l ess curved, nore angul ar, making the station's circles

| ook nore |ike octagons.

Two | arge, nenaci ng spi kes, each on either side of the main
octagon, stick up through the air and down. They seemto

have sonme military purpose. The painting of the station is
| ess brighter then others, veering towards a darker shade of

grey.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As we know it. NEIL CROSS sits in the Captain's chair, TALORA
sits inthe First Oficer's, JENNI FER QUI NLAN at Tacti cal,
NATHANI EL STOLT at CONN, and BRI AN CALE at Ops. Qur canera
angl e keeps the viewscreen in view, where we can see the

St arbase and nost of the ships inits vicinity.

Al'l eyes are on Tal ora.

CRGCSS
What ?

QUI NLAN
You can't be serious.

TALORA
|"mperfectly serious.

Cross relaxes, snmiles. He can take this.

CRCSS
Al right. How rmuch did they want,
t hen?

TALORA

Two t housand tons.

No, he can't.
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CRCSS
(i ncredul ous)
Two t housand tons!

G avely, Tal ora nods.
CRGOSS ( CONT' D)

Way on Earth woul d t he Whagosh want
t hat much earwax?

TALORA
| don't --

Talora is suddenly cut short by a DEAFENI NG ROAR. On the
screen we can see the cargo transport EXPLODE.

SMASH CUT TO BLACK
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

SMASH CUT I N:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Conti nuous fromthe end of the teaser. Cross bolts to his
f eet.

CROSS
Bridge to Transporter Roomi Lock on
to any life signs onboard the S. S
Mani | a and beam t hem onboard
i medi at el y!

The expl osi on di es down.

_ OZRAN S COW VA CE
(grim _ |
Captain... I"'mdetecting no life
si gns.

W cut to the viewscreen, where there are a few chunks of
horribly tw sted debris, but nothing nore. By now, everyone
in the roomis either working at their consol es or gazing
into space inconprehensibly.

CRCSS
(quietly)
god. ..
(1 ouder)
Qui nl an, have any of the other ships
in the vicinity been damaged?

QUI NLAN
Checking, sir.
(beat)
The S.S. Stonn is reporting danmage
toits shields... nothing else, sir.
CALE
Sir?

Cross, slowy, tears hinself away fromthe awful sight and
| ooks at Cal e.

CRCSS
Yes, Lieutenant?

CALE
The expl osion doesn't look like it
was caused by an internal failure or
a warp core breach, sir. According
to these readi ngs and the bl ast
patterns. ..

He pauses.
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CALE ( CONT' D)
Sone kind of bonmb placed in the rear
end of the ship.

CRCSS
What ki nd?

CALE
Whatever it was, it wasn't antimatter,
sir.

Cross nods, turns away.

CRCSS
Thank you, M. Cale.

He noves towards the viewscreen again.

QUI NLAN
Captain, I'mgetting a transm ssion
fromthe Admral of Starbase 478.
He wants to speak to you

CROSS
In nmy ready room Quinlan.

Cross is already noving in that direction.

QUI NLAN
Aye, sir.

Cross EXITS into his Ready Room W hold on the bridge for
a BEAT. It is deathly quiet. (There is no nusic in this
scene or either of the next two scenes.)

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

A silent shot. The ships and Starbase are essentially in the
same positions as before. The S.S. Manila is the main
exception, having been shred into two main half-nelted,
twisted parts, with a nunber of other scattered shreds.

There is now a sal vage ship next to it, and if we |ook closely
we m ght nmake out dozens of tiny people in spacesuits working
al ong the debris.

DI SSOLVE, SLOAMY:
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM
Cross is standing, |ooking out the window. His right hand
is clenched, hard. W hold on himfor a nonent of absol ute
si |l ence.

There is a chine behind him
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CRCSS
(1ow)

Ent er .

The door parts, and ERI K GREY energes. He |ooks nore than a
l[ittle shocked.

GREY
Sir.

Cross half-turns, sufficient to ook at Gey.

CRCSS
The Admiral requested that the
Enterprise send all the scientific
and engi neering personnel we can
spare over to Starbase 478 to assi st
in the investigation. Cale's already
pi cked his scientific team and went.
I want you to assenbl e an engineering
teamto do |ikew se.

GREY
Yes, sir.

Cross turns back, to | ook out the window Gey strains to
see what exactly Cross is looking at - and then sees it. A
tw sted lunp of netal floating in the space beyond.

GREY ( CONT' D)
(quietly)
That's it?
There is the faintest of nods fromthe Enterprise's captain.

CRGCSS
That's it.
(beat)
You' re di sm ssed.

G ey nods.

GREY
Sir.

He EXITS. Cross continues to stare out at the remmants of
the Manila. W close in on a side view of his face, facing
the infinity of space...

DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. STARBASE 478 -- CONFERENCE LOUNGE
Simlar to the Enterprise's |ounge, only substantially |arger

and nore confortable. The colors are all subdued, and npst
of themare light or dark shades of grey.
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Standing in the roomis Cross, two other nmen, Starfleet,
captain rank -- one of themlate twenties, the other md
forties. Third and finally is a female TRILL, wearing the
uni form of the TRILL NAVY (as seen in "Unusua
Crcunstances.”) It is faded brown overalls, drab and

uni npressive but unm stakably mlitary.

They are all standing near a | arge conference table, that
coul d seat about thirty-five people.

The el der captain extends his hand to Cross. They shake.
LONNROT

["'m Captain Harri LOonnrot of the
starshi p Endeavour. Neil Cross, the

Enterprise, | presune?
CRGCSS
(nods)
Nei | Cross.

They rel ease.

L ONNROT
Wl | then,
(i ndicating the younger
capt ai n)
-- this is ny colleague, Captain
Marten Sorenson of the Acinaces.
(to the Trill)
You are?

Tl RAX
(flatly)
Tirax. Senior Commander Ezel Tirax.
S.S. Curzon

L ONNROT
(not hi ng daunt ed)
Ti r ax.

CRGCSS
(to Lonnrot)
Captain... when is the Admra

arriving?
LONNROT
Actual Iy, he should be here any m nute
now.
W hear a door open.
VO CE (O S.)

I ndeed | shoul d.

W cut to behind Lonnrot, were we see a figure in a Starfl eet
Admral's uniform
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He has a blue face, white, glossy, thin hair, tw antennae..
his face is angular, his nood deadpan, his expression
hunor| ess, and he's got a squint.

In short, Admral THEL.

THEL
(i ndicating conference
table, in a dry
nonot one)
Pl ease be seated.

Thel strides over to the seat at the head of the table and
sits down. Lonnrot sits at the seat to one side of Thel,

t he YOUNGER CAPTAI N (SORENSON) at the other. Cross sits
only a short distance fromboth, and the Trill (Tirax)
pointedly sits near the very end of the table.

THEL ( CONT' D)

Lonnrot al ready knows nost of what |
am about to tell you.

(to Sorenson)
I meant to debrief you personally on
your arrival, but with this
occurrence, you will be told in this
conf er ence.

SORENSON
(confused)
Tol d what --

Thel waves to Sorenson to be quiet.

THEL

The evi dence conplied so far indicates
that the attack on the S.S. Mnil a
was carried out by Benzar Stands
Al one And Together, a splinter group
of the Benzar Liberation Mvenent.

(beat)
I know this to be otherw se.

Thel nods to Lénnrot, who works at one or two controls with
his panel. Behind Thel a map of this sector of space energes.
The words "BREEN BUFFER ZONE" appear in a nunber of |anguages
over a chunk of space that Starbase 478 appears in the mddle
of. At the top of the map are the words BREEN

THEL ( CONT' D)
The Breen are a secretive race that
allow little foreign contact beyond
alimted trading franchise. There
are only two things of inportance we
know about them
The first is that they have a highly
unusual system of governnment: On any
( MORE)
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THEL ( CONT' D)

matter of national inportance, each
Breen casts a single vote, and the
majority of votes dictate their
action. They have, apparently, no
formal | eaders, these votes are
processed nechanically. Any Breen
citizen can propose a notion. Their
forei gn anbassadors and
representatives are chosen on this
basis, and they are the only Breen
t hat hold power as we understand it.
It's a very odd system but,
apparently, it works.

(beat)
The second thing we know is that the
Breen will do anything, short of
open war, to take back the Breen
Buf f er Zone.

Little red squares begin to appear across the Buffer Zone
map. At the bottom of screen there is the map, which
identifies themas "Breen-related attacks, with date.”

THEL ( CONT' D)

Al nost fromthe noment this area was
acquired after the Dom nion War,
t here have been terrorist attacks on
vital facilities and supplies needed
to mai ntain Federation control of
the Buffer Zone. The terrorists
have been distinctly diverse in
nature: renegade Jenl Hadar,
Car dassi ans, Anticans, Oions,
Baj orans. ..

(beat)
Not one Breen national. The only
Breen nationals we know of being
dangerous are a bunch of petty pirates
near the Torraht Expanse that thrive
on disrupting trade to the Breen
worl ds. The Breen have thensel ves
| aunched quite a few expeditions to

destroy this inconvenience -- we can
hardly qualify them as Breen
operatives.

(beat)

And yet, all the targets these foreign
groups have attacked, w thout
question, were disruptions to the
Buf fer Zone that would make it easier
to facilitate Breen re-occupation.
The Manila, for instance, was
transporting vital supplies to both
this starbase and all the other
out posts in the Buffer Zone.

( MORE)
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THEL ( CONT' D)

(beat)
Clearly, the Breen have been using
sone kind of extensive extra-nationa
core to achieve their objectives
whi |l e exenpting themof all officia
bl ame. Even now, the evidence we
have so far is purely circunstanti al
whi ch prevents us fromeven formally
accusing the Breen of these attacks.

The red squares are beginning to appear with greater rapidity.

THEL ( CONT' D)

(noting the screen)
As you m ght have noticed, the attacks
have steadily increased in occurrence
as the years go on. It started with
one or two attacks every five years.

(beat, for enphasis)
Since | took over conmand of this
starbase al nost a year ago, there
have been four attacks, excluding
the Manila. | amtelling you al
this so that you shall remain vigilant
t hr oughout your stay in this sector.

Thel nods to Loénnrot, who powers down the map, which has now
finished displaying red squares. The red squares are

di spersed right around the entire zone, but are heavily
concentrated around Starbase 478 and the ot her outposts.

THEL ( CONT' D)
Are there any questions?

TI RAX
The Trill Navy shall pursue and punish
anyone who perpetrates terrori st
actions against our interests or the
Federation's.

THEL
(indifferent to Tirax)

Any guestions?

Beat .

THEL ( CONT' D)
GCood. You are disnmssed. Cross,
remai n behi nd.

Cross nods. He looks Iike he expected this. Sorenson and
Tirax get up and EXIT. Loénnrot does not nove. Thel's already
squinty eyes narrow a bit.
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THEL ( CONT' D)
(i npatient, not |ooking
at him
LOonnr ot ?
L ONNROT
Sir?
THEL
(still not | ooking)

You are di sm ssed.
Lonnrot is noticeably surprised. He stands, nods.

L ONNROT
Aye, sir.

He wal ks off towards the door. Before he EXITS, he shoots
Cross a look as if to say "What the hell does he want you
for?"

The roomfalls into silence. Thel |ooks over to Cross, Cross

to Thel. Thel evidently expects Cross to speak first.
CRCSS
| thought this was a Starfl eet
briefing.
THEL
It was.
CRCSS
Then why have a conmander fromthe
Trill Navy?
THEL
Her rank is the equival ent of
Starfleet captain, and Trill Navy

officers are required to sit in

briefings relevant to them This

briefing was for all the starship

captains currently in orbit of this

St arbase... her position qualified.
(beat)

An interesting choice of words,

t hough, if you noticed them "our

interests and the Federation's."

Beat .
CRGCSS
(realizing)
You called ne here to discuss the
Trill, didn't you?

Thel folds his hands.
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THEL
| amsure you recall the last tine
we di scussed this.

CRCSS
(coldly)
| could hardly forget it.

THEL
| did what was required to be done
to preserve the Federation's peace
and stability. But | amunder no
illusions as to the direction Trill
aut onony is going.

CROSS
Oh?
THEL
Every year, the Trill governnent

build nore and nmore mlitary

facilities, and buy nore starships.

There is already not one but three

Trill-owned orbital batteries circling

Trill. The Trill do not just have a

navy, but they have an arny. The

highly influential synbiosis

conmi ssion controls part of both.

Al Starfleet facilities in the Tril

sector have been requisitioned by

the Trill Navy. Half the Trill

officers in Starfleet have transferred

to the Trill Navy. Al the sectors

adj acent to the Trill systemare

under joint Starfleet-Trill defense.

They pursue a separate econom c policy

t han the Federation. They're even

debating introducing a Trill currency.
(beat)

During the Sheliak War, this was

bot h reasonably controllable and

acceptable. The Trill formed an

i ndependent, haphazard navy to defend

their homeworl d sinply because

Starfleet couldn't spare any.

Governor Kigan, who took that step

never dreanmed of this degree of

autononmy. And even since then, the

Trill government has al ways been

very cooperative and has hel ped to

solidify Federation interests.

CRCSS
And?
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THEL
There are... others... in the Trill
hi erarchy who do not see these
devel opnents as hel ping to secure
t he Federation, but steps towards
fully breaking fromit. Narlan Rex
i s one such other.

CRCSS

Not a man of many scruples, is he?
THEL

Hardly. The previous Chief of the

Symbi osi s Conmi ssi on was | ess so.
Zi a Larzon, yes, was the one who

deci ded to assassi nate Qzran, but
she believed that his very life was
fundamental | y dangerous to the
Federation, and intended to take him
out with the Federation in m nd.

CRCSS
Char m ng.
(beat)
Wait, previous?

THEL

Yes, previous. 1In the Synbiosis
Conmi ssion there has |lately been a
rather fierce power struggle. Rex
won. He's the new Chief of Staff of
t he Synbi osis Conm ssion, and thus,
t he nost powerful unelected Trill
within the Trill autonony. And as |
said, Rex is a staunch nationalist,
who wants nothing | ess then conplete
Trill independence. That view was
acceptabl e, when he was nerely a
hi gh ranki ng conmander in the
Synbi osis's segnent of the Tril
Navy. Hi's superior Larzon could
keep himin check, and she was not
groom ng Rex to succeed her

(beat)
The Trill government is still
staunchly pro-Federation. But it
has al ways been strongly influenced
by the Synbi osis Conm ssion's stance.
The Synbi osis Comm ssion is always a
very inportant factor in the
aut ononous governnent el ections, and
those are just over a year away.
This is a very disturbing trend.

CRCSS
| thought you were staunchly pro-
Trill.
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THEL

One's opinions are rarely as sinple
as they seem Captain. | place the
Feder ati on above everyt hi ng.
bel i eved then and still believe today
that a certain degree of autonony
for the Trill is inmensely beneficial
to the Federation's interests. It
t akes sonme of the burden off
Starfleet's shoul ders in defending
the interior, it worked as a deterrent
to stop the Sheliak from seizing the
planet. But there is a point where
such aut onony begi ns to undern ne
Federation interests, be distinctly
danger ous.

(beat)
W are fast approaching that point.

A | ongi sh BEAT.

CRCSS
You brought nme here to tell you that?

THEL
Yes, that. But not just that. You
and many nenbers of your crew are
eye-wi tnesses to an incident that,
if made public, would ruin Narlan
Rex's political career. | told you
two years ago | w ped, edited and
repl aced your ship's nenory bank
record of the incident, to discredit
any claimof this attack. | have
kept a backup copy, including proofs
of its validity.

CRGCSS
Then what? You're going to put Rex
on trial after a two year del ay,
whi p out the necessary evidence,
thus disclosing to all the Federation
your deceitful little trick? If you
weren't careful, Admral, you'd be
followng Rex right to jail.

THEL
O course not. The data will have
been edited by Narlan Rex, who had
his science officer hack into your
dat abanks before | eaving the system
The necessary evidence to this event
will be, of course, produced.

CRCSS
You nean fabricated.
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Thel shrugs.
THEL
Essential | y.
CRGCSS
And you'll want nme to go along with
t hat ?
THEL

Preferably, yes. You can go agai nst
it with your own testinony, of course,
but there will be no evidence to

back you up

CRCSS
That's nore than econonmical with the
truth, Admral

THEL
| place the Federation above the
truth.

CROSS

You pl ace your career above the truth.

THEL
How am | to hel p the Federation
wi t hout a career?

CROSS
Is this really the kind of help the
Federati on wants?

THEL
It is the kind of help the Federation
needs, irrespective of the individual
wants. |If Rex remains as Chief of
Staff of the Symbi osis Comm ssion
ri ght through the autononous
government elections, it is nore
than likely that his influence wll
bring a nationalist, separatist group
to power. That group would then do
everything within its power to nmake
Trill independent, and woul d, at
| east, concentrate even nore |oca
power in the autononbus governnent's

hands. If, in the unlikely event,
Rex's influence is not strong enough
to get such a group to power... the

position of Chief of Staff can be
held indefinitely. He could influence
the el ections after that, or after
that, and serious concessions to
aut ononmous power would be made in
t he process.

( MORE)
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THEL ( CONT' D)
(beat)
Al of the possibilities, in even
their npbst innocent form are serious
threats to Federation interests.

Beat .
CRGCSS
When are you going to "discover" the
evi dence?
THEL
Not yet. For now, | wll watch.
But when the tinme cones... you wl|
be tol d.
CRGCSS
And you'll expect me to conply.
THEL
I will expect you to think about it.
CRGCSS
And if | don't reach your conclusion?
THEL
You woul d be the one nost likely to
convince the rest of your crewto
give testinony. | wll see if | can
convi nce any of them nyself, of
course, but lacking a conplete
testi mony woul d danage the case.
CRGCSS
| don't speak for my crew.
THEL
Yes, but you can speak to your crew.
A |l ong beat.

CRGSS
I will not support any of your
falsified i nformation.

THEL
W shal |l see.
(before Cross responds)
Oh, | know what you would say to
that. But wait until you reach that
road before saying it.

15.
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CUT TO
I NT. STARBASE 478 -- OPERATI ONS

A massive room Stairs going up, stairs going down, railings
surroundi ng each level, different segnents and places slipping
off for specialist work -- it's three decks built in a simlar
manner to the Enterprise's Mssion Operation's two decks.

This is quite possibly one of the biggest interior sets seen
on a Federation station or craft. Somewhere on the second
deck we can see a kind of command al cove where whoever is in
charge stays, and there are a variety of different and
extensive term nals both on that deck, the one above it, and
below it. Its color-coding mitches the rest of the station:
Subdued, nostly grey. W begin with a long shot, taking in

a substantial part of the set -- not it all, because from

the way it's built it would be inpossible to get a near-

conpl ete shot fromthe interior

The place is a hive of activity, STARFLEET OFFI CERS buzzing
to and fro with PADDS, tricorders, and the |ike -- working
at termnals, tapping away at a PADD, tal king to another

officer, noving to another termnal... we notice that sone
of the larger termnals -- ones that are partially closed
off to alnost provide a roomto thenselves -- feature an

extensi ve hol ographic interface, and we see | arge hol ograns
appear next to themout of the ground. W can recognize one
as a slow notion shot of the Manila EXPLODI NG which it does
in silence.

Slowy, we pan down past the steps, past the officers busily
wor ki ng away. We |eave the first deck behind, hang in vertigo
above the second deck for a nonment, and then fall towards

the third, and final, deck

O nore accurately, part of it that can only be accessed
fromthe second deck via a stairs. It contains one of those
| argi sh panel s that can project hol ograns.

Gey is standing at the top of the stairs to this panel, and
with himis ANDREW CHAMBERS and an unknown fenmal e ENG NEER.

G ey pats Chanbers on the back

GREY
(to Chanbers)
Carry it on fromhere, Andrew.

Chanbers nods, and WALKS OFF.

GREY (CONT' D)
(to engi neer)
You were saying?

ENG NEER
Do you want to see the evidence,
sir?
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She mpotions towards the stairs.

GREY
O course.

They both wal k down the stairs towards the conputer panel.

GREY ( CONT' D)
(as they wal k)
How exactly did you get the
information indicating it was a
Benzite attack?

ENG NEER
(reaching end of stairs)

Quite sinple, sir.

She wal ks up to the panel and begins to type at it. As well
as the | arge hol ogram projector, there are about a dozen

ot her readouts next to the control termnal, all of which

di spl ay inportant-|ooking technical information.

ENG NEER ( CONT' D)
For such vital cargo as the Mnila
was carrying, security caneras were
installed in all sensitive areas.
Qur sal vage teans, thankfully, found
the records for the point where the
expl osi on took place conpletely
intact. There casing is nmade of the
hardest material available the
Federation, the planted fusion bonb
could hardly nake a dent in them

A 2-D image of a cargo hold onboard the S. S Manila APPEARS
floating fromthe hologramprojector. |It's a huge roomwth
piles and piles of futuristic boxes, each |abelled "FEDERATI ON
SUPPLI ES. DO NOT OPEN. "

Near the canera we can see a hunched down, blue figure, who
is clothed in black overalls. H's face is visible -- Benzite,
definitely. He's placing a small black object near one of

t he supply boxes.

He gl ances up at the camera for a nonent, but only a nonent,
and then wal ks QUT OF VI EW

Gey frowns, and enters a few commands into the panel.

The hol ogram obl i gingly changes to a 3-D, |ife-size view of
the Benzite in question. It is still wearing the black
overalls. It is a still, upright position, and rotates
slowy. Floating al ongside him biological and bi ographica
data -- date of birth in stardates, condition of l|iver, etc.
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ENG NEER ( CONT' D)
(noddi ng to inmage)
This canera data was sufficient to
identify himas Mrodaks, a known
terrorist and former nmenber of the
Benzite Liberation Movenent who was
known to be one of the nmenbers of
t he Benzar Stands Al one And Toget her.
(beat)
W assune that he perished in the
expl osion, but no trace of his body
has yet been found. It is quite
likely it was sinply incinerated.

18.

Gey's gaze flickered to one of the information feeds, one

that is sinply listing nunbers. Al nost inmediately,
catches his eye.

GREY
(authoritatively)
Hol d.

sonet hi ng

The Engineer is caught a bit off guard by this, but does so.

Everything, including the rotating Benzite, freezes.

GREY (CONT' D)

(poi nting)
Look at this data stream

ENG NEER
Yes, that's part of the information
obtained fromthe Benzite's scan..

GREY
It's fake.

ENG NEER
Fake?

GREY

During the Sheliak War, nyself and a
friend of mne had to pass eneny
lines. W needed to make convincing
Shel i ak, so we progranmmed a

hol ographic emtter that could be

pl aced on us and sell it fairly
convincingly. You' d have to know
how we programmed it to pick up its
few faul ts.

The Engi neer | ooks hard at the now static stream of nunbers.

ENG NEER
| don't see it.

GREY
Exactly.
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G ey noves away fromthe stream and indicates the panel.

GREY ( CONT' D)
May | ?

The Engi neer nods.

He begins to type rapidly at the panel. The hol ogram i mage
freezes, flickers, and begins to change.

GREY ( CONT' D)
You'll see it in a nonent...

We focus on Gey tapping away at the controls, not | ooking
at the changing hologram He works frantically for only a
few seconds. The Engi neer continues to | ook at the hol ogram

GREY ( CONT' D)
(to hinself)
It's very simlar to what we used.
(beginning to | ook up)
Qdd, really, that they'd duplicate
it so..

Gey trails off when he sees the new hol ogram (which we still
cannot see). He stares, conpletely speechless, conpletely

ast oni shed, above and beyond words. He is frozen to the

spot, hit by sonething so hard he cannot yet begin to react --
all he can do is stare.

Slightly worried, the Engineer |ooks over at him

ENG NEER
Sir?

GREY
(1 owy)
| know t hat man..

We pan around. The bl ack overalls that the Benzite was seen
wearing are still on this new hol ogram - but this hol ogram
is no Benzite. The replacenent is human, nale, sonewhere in
his md thirties. He has cropped, jet-black hair. And even
as a hologram he |ooks slightly, ever so slightly,

m schievous. But it is a very grim dark m schief that
occupi es himnow. He | ooks nore ruthless then we have ever
seen himbefore. And he is indeed a famliar face - in fact,
very little has changed since we have | ast seen him

GREY (CONT' D)
Karl. ..

He is KARL SCHANN.
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE | N:

SEQ Scenes from"The Call of Duty."

I NT. STARBASE MESS HALL

This is part of the first the reunion scene onboard Starbase
290. MKE HAUDER, the host, is near the front. The roomis
totally silent, and all eyes are on one person we cannot

see, including GREY'S, who is near the corner.

HAUDER
But we haven't heard...

VA CE
Can you blane ne for keeping a | ow
profile?

HAUDER

(stammeri ng)
But . ..

(beat)
But . ..

(beat)
Were have you been? How did you
know?

VA CE
Oh, here and there. And | have ny
cont act s.

GREY
(munbl ed, to hinself)
Karl ...

The owner of the voice wal ks past Hauder, and we can see
that it indeed SCHANN. He |ooks around the utterly silent
room

SCHANN
Don't end the party on nmy account.
It's what 1'm here for.

The conversation begins, somewhat nuted, but nany eyes are
on him

Schann spots Grey, who is still staring at him He strolls
over and sits down.

SCHANN ( CONT' D)
One woul d think you've seen a ghost.

GREY
Maybe | have.
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Schann LAUGHS.

SCHANN
Come now. There's nothing that
unusual about ne.

GREY
You di sappeared for six years. 1'd
call that unusual

CUT TO
I NT. STARBASE MESS HALL

Much later. This is the third reunion scene. GREY is
standi ng near SCHANN.

SCHANN
Time flies. M transport |eaves
eight mnutes. | better get down to
it.

GREY
Where are you headed?

As we begin a sl ow FADE

SCHANN
VWhere ny will takes ne.

DI SSOLVE TGO
I NT. STARBASE 478 -- OPERATIONS -- THI RD LEVEL

Same as before. W fade fromthat final shot of Schann to

t he hol ographic, stiff, nockery of the man. Gey is glancing
back at the technical data on hand, again and again -- |ooking
for a fault, alnost hoping to find a fault.

G ngerly, the Engi neer |ooks at the appeared individual

ENG NEER
Who was he?

GREY

(as he works)
Karl Schann. That friend | told you
about earlier, which hel ped ne get
t hrough Sheliak lines? That's him
He conpl etely di sappeared from al
public know edge over seven years
ago - | think I now know where he's
been.

Sonet hi ng el se catches his eye as he works.
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I NT. STARBASE 478 OPERATI ONS - SECOND LEVEL

W now focus on the comuand al cove nmentioned earlier. The
CH EF OF OPERATIONS, a femal e ARCTURI AN, COVWANDER in rank
sits in the alcove's main, and reasonably confortable, chair.
She is working with no particular rush at a panel when --

ENG NEER (O S.)
Tnotil!

The ARCTURI AN (Tak' nar ph-Gsin'toka-larl, or TNOTIL) | ooks up
as the ENG NEER and G ey rush into view.

TNOTI L
Yes?
GREY
The Manila attacker is still alive.

This catches Tnotil's attention. She bolts upright.

TNOTI L
Wher e?

G ey wal ks over to her panel and taps rapidly. Tnotil watches
over his shoul der.

GREY
|"ve just determ ned that the attacker
shrouded both his real identity and
the fact he beamed out nonents before
t he expl osi on using a hol ographic
matrix. Tell me, was there any ship
in these exact coordinates at the
tinme of the attack?

G ey backs away. Tnotil sits down, and corroborates Gey's
i nput with her preexisting data.

TNOTI L
(still 1ooking at the
screen)
Yes. A Cardassi an nerchant vessel,
t he Danor.

GREY
VWhere is it now?

Tnotil continues to work, then:
TNOTI L

It requested permi ssion to | eave the
St ar base - -
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SMASH CUT TO

I NT. STARBASE 478 -- CONFERENCE LOUNGE

Same as before. Thel with Cross -- evidently the scenes in

Oper ati ons happened whil e they tal ked.

Thel

TNOTI L' S COW VO CE
-- about an hour ago, and proceeded
to | eave the system at high warp.
Qur long range sensors indicate this
Cardassi an frigate has al ready passed
into Breen space. Additionally, the
Enterprise's chief engineer inforns
me that the attacker was not, repeat,
not, a nmenber of the Benzite terrorist
group, but a Human operative.
I nstructions?

THEL

(into the air)
Informthe necessary Breen authorities
that the Federation believes that
t he Danor harbors a known terrorist.
Supply data on appearance, nane, et
cetera, and request the Breen
authorities that, if apprehended, he
shoul d be returned to Federation
custody to stand trial.

(beat)
Addi tionally, revoke the Danor's
trading license for the year period
allotted to vessels that do not guard
t hensel ves adequately against illegal
st owaways.

TNOTI L' S COW VA CE
Yes, sir. Anything el se?

THEL
No, thank you. Admral Thel out.

hits his commbadge and the link is severed.

CRGCSS
Ask the Breen to hand their operative
over? | doubt that will be of nuch
hel p.

THEL

O course not. Unfortunately, that's
our only legal outlet the nonent
t hat vessel passes into Breen space.
W' re expected to do that nuch if
we' ve got this kind of evidence.

( MORE)
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THEL ( CONT' D)

(sighs)
Chances are, the Danor's captain is
on the Breen's payroll too. And as
there's no concl usive evidence that
t he operative boarded the Danor with
any of the crew s explicit perm ssion,
revoking their trading license is
the best I can do for now. O course,
"1l make sure that a nuch cl oser
eye is kept on that vessel if it
ever cones anywhere near the Buffer
Zone once it is back in comrerce.

A beat .
Cross nods towards the door.

CROSS
May | ?

Thel nods. Cross gets up, wal ks towards the door, and EXI TS,
| eaving Thel alone with his thoughts...

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

Simlar to before. The massive starbase still dom nates the
view. The Enterprise, the Sovereign-class starship
(ENDEAVOUR), and the Scimtar class (ACINACES) are still
present. The Trill-nodified Liberty-class vessel (CURZON)
I's, however, nowhere in sight. Wrk is still progressing on
t he sonber remains of the Manila -- though to a nuch smaller
degree then before. The conposition of surrounding civilian
craft has changed quite a bit. W close on the Enterprise..

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- GREY'S QUARTERS

The sane as ever. The doors PART, and Gey enters. He |ooks
around as the doors close behind him He seens to | ook at
everything with a new, bleak, light...

"Why?" is a question that |ooks alnost ready to | eave his
i ps, but never does so. He is considerably distraught.

G ey goes towards the bed and throws hinself onto it. He
pounds the pillow for a nonment, then stops hinself. He closes
his eyes and clenches his teeth, alnmost as if in physical

pain. Finally, he opens his eyes, and slowy turns over to
face the ceiling. He is exhausted, and for a nonent he
doesn't know what to think. Fitfully, he lies there, gazing
upwards... we CLOSE IN on his eyes --

DI SSOLVE TO
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SEQ FLASHBACK
EXT. BARRACKS ( FLASHBACK)

A massive, bleak stretch of grey defense grids and conpounds
stretch out into the distance. It is not huge, but fairly
decently sized. The sky is a mld greyish-blue, and filled
with low lying clouds. There is a sense of bleakness, a
sense of utter desolation...

Text appears:

DOSON BARRACKS, ANTI GONI D ARCHI PELAGO, | PSUS
STARDATE 65094. 2

We focus on a clearing within the barrack's multi-building
structure. It is a beak, dusty area, about the size of two
decently sized parking lots. Standing by the edge of one of
the buildings and | ooking into the sky are two nmen, whom we
have both seen before. One, Colonel JENNER ("Men of War and
Science") is only a little younger then when we | ast saw
him The other, Lieutenant Col onel DAVI D BATTENBERG (" The
Call of Duty") is substantially nore so. Both |ook Iike
particul arly unconprom sing, stern people.

W now see what they are gazing at: A single runabout, N le-
class, the U S.S. Aru Darya, which is making its descent.
Battenberg | ooks further -- as if he's | ooking for nore of
them-- and then, turning his gaze back to the descending
Amu Darya, |ooks disgusted.

BATTENBERG
| would hardly call those
rei nforcenments.

JENNER
(as the runabout
descends)
We can only spare a few hundred
t housand for |psus, Battenberg. For
an isol ated barracks, even one hol ding
such a strategically inportant
position, a single runabout is about
as much as we coul d expect.
(beat, nore
meani ngf ul | y)
They need every man at the front.

There is a clank. The runabout has |anded. Jenner, wth
Battenberg following him wal ks away fromhis side position
to the head of the runabout as MARINES pile out. W can't
get a good |l ook at the marines at first, but there's about
twenty of them

JENNER ( CONT' D)
(1 oudly)
Ten- SHUN!
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The marines imedi ately snap into a formation, left of the
runabout they have exited. Jenner |ooks over them and as

he does, we recognize one of them near the front -- GREY,
over a decade younger, and |ike the rest of them decked in
Marine gear. Jenner strides over, still |ooking over the
rigidly still marines.

JENNER ( CONT' D)

(after a beat)
At ease.

(when they do so)
The Antigonid Archipelago is one of
the nost vital strategic positions
on Ipsus. |If a serious attack is to
be nmade, part of that attack wll
hit here. That neans | want
absol utely no degree of laxity. It
will not be tolerated in any shape
or form and will be punished
accordi ngly.

(beat)
Do I make nysel f clear?

MARI NES
(as one)
Yes sir!

JENNER

Good. Now, the accommodati ons of
this barracks are limted and you
wi |l be bunked.

(ot i oni ng behind him
Behi nd that door are some of the
staff here who will direct you to
your bunks. They should al so direct
you to the gymasium and | expect
all of you there within the hour for
fitness checks.

(beat)
Under st ood?

MARI NES
(as one)
Sir!

Jenner stands aside. Battenberg wal ks over to a panel by
the door, presses it, and it opens. Wthin are another group
of Marines. The first group march forth into that area --

| NT. DOSON BARRACKS -- ENTRANCE -- CONTI NUOUS

Organi zed chaos. The second group of Marines are all calling
at various individuals within the second group. W focus on
Gey, who is trying to shift through the chaos. He runs

into a female Marine next to him
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MARI NE
(cal l'ing)
Gey, Erik. Gey --
GREY
' m here.
She | ooks at him
MARI NE
Ri ght.
(cal l'ing)
Schann, Karl. Schann, Karl
G ey seens slightly surprised -- it's evident he's never

heard that nane before.

VA CE
I''m Schann, Karl

G ey | ooks over at KARL SCHANN, who approaches the Marine.

Li ke G ey, he is nuch younger then we have previously seen
him and is decked out in marine gear. Karl glances at him
briefly, making nothing of him and | ooks back at the Marine,
as Grey does |ikew se.

MARI NE
Thi s way.

She wal ks of f, and both GREY and SCHANN fol | ow her, slightly
behi nd. Schann watches her for a while and then | ooks at
G ey again.

SCHANN
(to Gey)

You bunking with nme, then?
GREY

|'d assune so. Schann, isn't it?
SCHANN

Yeah, Schann. Karl Schann. You?
GREY

Erik Gey.
SCHANN

Must' ve m ssed you during the flight.
GREY

Probabl y.

Beat .

SCHANN

Gey, eh? As in the --
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GREY
(annoyed)
I've heard those jokes.

SCHANN
Oh. Pity, because they're really
qui te good.

GREY
| wouldn't say so.

Schann shrugs.

SCHANN
Sone peopl e have no taste.

The Marine stops at a door.

MARI NE
You sl eep here.

She wal ks of f.
Schann opens the door, and we nove into --
| NT. DOSON BARRACKS -- BUNK ROOM -- CONTI NUQUS

A basic, drab, uninpressive roomw th three bunk beds. The
one at the end of the roomis conpletely unoccupi ed, the one
in the mddle has a single, Vulcan occupant in the | ower

bed, eyes closed, hands folded, and the other at the other
end of the roomhas a man sitting on one of the top beds.
GREY and SCHANN enter.

MAN
You' d be the new ones, then?

G ey strides over to the bed, and purposefully takes sonething
out of his pocket.

SCHANN
Yes, we are. |'mKarl Schann, and
that fellow over there is El mer

Gey...

W can now see that what Gey has in his hands in a book,
medi um sized. Its title is "On Marine Regul ati ons And
Conduct, An Introduction.”™ He opens it where there is a
page- mar k.

GREY
(as he does so)
Eri k.

SCHANN
Erik, yeah, that's it.
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MAN
Oh. Well, I'"'m M chael Warren, and
t hat guy over there --
(i ndi cating Vul can)
-- is Strove.
(to Vul can)
Hey, Strove, you awake?

Slowy, pointedly, the Vulcan opens his eyes. |If he wasn't
a Vulcan, he'd look rather irritated. He stares at the bed
above him notionl ess, expressionless.

VULCAN
| was nmeditating. And ny nanme is
St r ovok

MAN ( WARREN)
What ever. Want to say hello to our
roonmat es?

VULCAN ( STROVCK)

(still 1 ooking above)

G eetings.

Strovok closes his eyes again. Warren rolls his.

WARREN
See what kind of conpany | have?

SCHANN
Yeah. That's a shane. You're not
doi ng your part right though.

WARREN
(dunbf ounded)
What do you nean?

Schann sm | es.

SCHANN
The trick is to spike their ploneek
soup. .

Warren waves this away.

WARREN
Bah. They're probably just as boring
drunk as they are sober.

SCHANN
On the contrary.

The snmil e has w dened.

WARREN
You didn't actually...
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Schann stares at him

WARREN ( CONT' D)
Al right, 1'll bite. Wat happened?

SCHANN
Not only was he stone drunk -- that
was hilarious initself -- but would
you bel i eve Vul cans find al cohol
highly allergic? Suvan didn't stop
sneezing for a week.

Warren | aughs.

WARREN
Hell, | wished | tried that.
(nmocki ngl y)
Hey, Strove, you want sone ploneek
soup?
STROVCK

(not openi ng eyes)

warren chuckl es. Then:

WARREN
(to Gey)
Hey, Ed! Wat you think?
GREY
(not | ooking up)
Erik.
WARREN

(di sinterested)
Yeah, whatever. What do you think?

GREY
(not | ooking up)
About what ?

W can see that Warren now realizes Grey paid absolutely no
attention to the conversation. He |ooks at Schann and shrugs.

SCHANN
(to Gey)
What's that you're readi ng?

G ey holds up the book higher so that Schann can read the
title "On Marine Regul ati ons And Conduct, An Introduction.”
He is still inmmersed.

SCHANN ( CONT' D)
Ah.  Want to inpress the boss?

G ey lays the book down and | ooks up at Schann.
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GREY

(bl unt)
| believe it is absolutely inperative
that | amfully informed on each and
every aspect of Marine protocol and
t hat protocol's proper procedure,
fromthe Field Marshal down. This
information is both inval uabl e on
the field of battle and in conduct
of my overall career

SCHANN
Oh.  Good for you, then.

GREY
(annoyed)
Good for nme? Wsat do you nean, good
for me? W're in a wartinme situation
and we are expected to performto
our very best. W need a strict

mai nt enance of discipline.

SCHANN
Hey, don't get me wong there. |'m
all for discipline. The Col onel
tells ne to suck vacuumand |'Ill ask
how nmuch. 1'll serve the Federation
to ny dammed very best. [|'mno
sl acker, let me tell you. | just
don't read protocol in ny off-tine,
okay?

G ey begins to cal mdown.

GREY
Maybe you shoul d.

Gey's gaze flickers right back down to his book. He returns
to reading. Schann still |ooks at him nevertheless. He is
visibility surprised by Gey's outburst.

SCHANN
You know what ?
(beat)
Maybe | shoul d.

G ey does not respond. Schann | ooks away.

SCHANN ( CONT' D)

(to Warren)
Hey, M ke, you know where | can get
some food in this place? |1'mstarved.

As they EXIT, we...
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| NT. DOSON BARRACKS -- CORRI DOR

The sane drab and dull corridor. Al colors are subdued,
and it has a Spartan feel to it, despite the futuristic

t ouches.

cl othes appropriate for jogging,
all are sweating profusely.
and go their separate ways.
particul ar direction,
direction turn off

We | ook at one door, which opens. Gey, Schann
and OTHER MARI NES, all fromthe runabout and al

di al ogue until only Grey and Schann are |eft.

SCHANN
Now that's sonething |I'm not going
to forget in a lLong tine..

GREY
(partly to hinself)
That was pointless.

SCHANN
(over heari ng)
You think so?

GREY
Yeah. 1'msure Jenner read the
reports he was sent on us, it's in
the regul ations. They woul d have
shown us, of course, in absolutely
fit health. Hell, even if he didn't
read he'd know it as a fact that the
Marines don't accept people who aren't
in the very best of health.

SCHANN
But isn't it a regulation that regular
fitness checks are required?

GREY
It is at the discretion of a conmander
to order fitness checks. The unit's
doctors anal yze the physical health
of the entire unit nonthly, including
their fitness, and send a conplete
report to the Col onel.

SCHANN
Ah. In that case, maybe he want ed
to keep us fit. Sitting on a Sickbay
bed isn't hard work.

GREY
| can keep fit. | exercise.

32.
CUT TO
dressed in

pile out of the room They
The Marines begin to break up
G ey and Schann head one

and the marines al so headi ng that

in other directions during the follow ng
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SCHANN
And how is he supposed to know that?
And what if not all the Marines
exercise? Besides, if you do
exercise, what's wong with a bit

nor e?
GREY

| exercise at ny own conveni ence.
SCHANN

Oh. Don't want to follow discipline,

t hen?
Gey glares up at him

GREY
That was a | ow bl ow.

Schann rai ses his hands defensively.

SCHANN
Just saying things as | see them

They continue to walk in silence. Then:

GREY
Besi des... we shoul d be doing
sonet hi ng i nportant.

SCHANN
Vell, |ike what?

GREY

(expl odi ng)
There's a war on! Right across this
sector the Sheliak are poundi ng and
occupyi ng Federation worlds! Tellar
is being beaten to a bl oody pul p!
And here we are, stuck here, doing
push-ups for all anybody cares.
Push-ups! How is that neant to help
the war effort?

Schann puts on a rather patient |ook.

SCHANN
What, you don't know why we're here?

GREY
Oh, | know all right. To defend
| psus. From | ethargy, evidently.

SCHANN
Last | checked, |psus was one of the
nost strategically relevant planets
( MORE)
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SCHANN ( CONT' D)

inthis entire sector. Believe ne,
t hose Sheliak would | ove to have
their slimy tentacles on this thing.
Look at the canpai gns ongoi ng on
lotia Al pha. Wy do you think they
want that world? Got no real worth
of it's own except for one point:
It's an excel |l ent base for staging
an attack on I psus.

(beat)
If things keep on going in lotia
Al pha the way they're going, then
we' ve got the best and brightest of
the Sheliak war force headed right
out way.

GREY
And if they don't?

SCHANN
So much the better, so nmuch the
better. But |isten, the chances
Sheliak are going to pour all over
this place are very real

They reach the door to the bunk room It opens, and both
Schann and G ey enter.

| NT. DOSON BARRACKS -- BUNK ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

Strovok is still present, neditating in the sane spot and
position as before, but Warren is nowhere to be seen. Schann
and Gey enter. Gey, rather tired, makes his way for the
bed he was sitting on earlier. Schann stands nearby.

GREY
(sighs)
| guess you're right, Karl. Can I
call you Karl?

SCHANN
Why not ?

GREY
(1 ooki ng away)
It's just so frustrating to be here
doi ng not hi ng. ..

SCHANN
It'"ll be alot nore then frustrating
if we ever end of doing sonething.

G ey | ooks up at Schann.
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GREY
But that's why you joined the Mrines,
isn"t it?

SCHANN
Actual ly, the pay was rather
attractive.

G ey looks at himblankly. Schann is irritated by this
particularly bad crowd of one.

SCHANN ( CONT' D)
Hey, lighten up, wll ya?

GREY
| don't see any particular reason to
do so, so no.

SCHANN

I was j oking.

(with conviction)
O course | joined the Marines to
get in the thick of this war. | saw
t hose horrors on Tellar and | was
every bit as noved as you. Wat
t hose Sheliak are doing..

(beat)
Yeah, | want to do ny bit to defend
the Federation. And the Federation
wants ne to defend here, then here
["1l stand.

Beat. Gey considers this.

GREY
|...(beat)
| guess | msjudged you. |'msorry.
Schann waves it away.
SCHANN

Think nothing of it.
Schann | ooks at his watch.

SCHANN ( CONT' D)
Hmm Dinnertinme. You hungry, Erik?

GREY
Absol ut el y.
SCHANN
(wavi ng towards the
door)

C non.

35.
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Toget her, Schann and G ey walk towards the exit. W pan in
on Gey's face --

END FLASHBACK.

DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- GREY'S QUARTERS
-- and hold. The face is over a decade ol der now, and pain,
confusion, and listlessness is nmuch nore promnent inits
expression. An expression of personal horror and private
torture.
G ey continues to stare upwards towards the ceiling as we
pan back... he is so still one can barely notice he is
breathing. Besides the |low throb of the Enterprise's engines,
there is not a sound in the room
Oh Gey, we --

FADE OUT

END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

An establishing shot, again of the Enterprise, Endeavour,

Aci naces and Starbase 478. None of the Manila's remains are

visible in the shot, nor the ships that had once been working

on them

Once nore, the overall conplenent of civilian craft has
changed.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- ENG NEERI NG

An eye, riveted with pain. W can hear sounds of work, though
we can't see from where

W pan back: A face, betraying the sane expression. It is
Gey. Slowy, we nove fromhis face, to reveal his upper
body, working at a conputer panel. W begin to pan around,

to go over his back, and gain perspective on the situation
around him

He and NARV OZRAN are hard at work at sone panels not far
fromthe QC.

G ey | ooks very preoccupied. He seens, at first glance, to
be | ooking at the readouts in front of him but in fact he
subnmersed in his mnd s eye.

QZRAN
(in md-speech)
The result of this, basically, is
t hat our readouts are giving us
i naccurate information about the
I nduction Core.

GREY
(not paying attention)
Ri ght.
OZRAN

I'"ve rerouted these panels --

(i ndicating the panels

both he and Gey are

at)
-- and they should give us accurate
i nformati on.

GREY
(automati c response)
Yeah. Ckay.

Ozran's brow furrows.
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OZRAN
What's its current efficiency?
GREY
(di stractedly)
Its current efficiency... its current
efficiency is... currently efficient.

Qzran, now quite surprised, |ooks up.

OZRAN

(pressing)
Sir? The power status?

GREY
(vague, nunbl ed)
The status of the intermx ratio
is...

Ozran, provoked, noves over to Gey. He stands close to his
side. He seenms worried, fromwhat one coul d gather

OZRAN
(quietly)
Sir... we don't have an intermx
ratio.
GREY

(not | ooking at him
Yes, of course not. W said we

di d?
OZRAN
You di d.
This finally makes an inpact. |Imediately, Gey is |urched

back into the here and now Slowy, he turns his head,

| ooking up at Ozran. He | ooks slightly enbarrassed, but his
expression is nostly still very preoccupied, pained - if
keeping up with the present.

QZRAN ( CONT' D)
| don't nean to pry...

G ey sighs and sits down, as Ozran sits on the chair next to
hi m

GREY
No, that's alright.

OZRAN
Do you want to tal k about it?
(i ndicating the panels)
This can wait.
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GREY
(hal f - anused)
W weren't maki ng much progress,
were we?
(beat, nore serious)
I just can't stop thinking about it,
Narv. About Karl, that is.

OZRAN
(under st andi ng)
Ah.

GREY

He' d nmeant so nuch to ne, Narv. He
was there right fromthe start of
t he Sheliak War. W fought al ongside
each other throughout the entire
war. He'd saved ny life nore tines
then | can count... and | his. He
wasn't just a friend. He was a
conrade-in-arns. Karl Schann nmeant
a great deal to ne, and together, we
fought for what we believed in. |
t hought | knew him

(beat)
Then he... changed. That's the best
word | have for it, that's the best

word I"ve got. [I'mnot trying to
understand it... not anynore. But
one day, he up and renounced the
Federation, all its ideals, and al
the beliefs he -- we -- had strived
for.

(beat)
| saw himagain, | saw hi mchanged...
and | could accept that. Sonmehow, |
felt I still knew him | don't know --

maybe | wasn't really |istening, or
maybe | just never felt that, despite
all he'd said, he'd try to bring
actions behind his words... certainly
not like this. Mybe it was al ways
there, and |I'd just never noticed
it... well, like I said, |I don't
know anynor e.

(beat)
But he did. 1|'ve seen the Manila
expl ode a thousand tinmes by now,
over and over... ny friend did it.
My dearest wartime conpanion is a
terrorist. He's conmtted high
treason and massacred Federation
citizens who he had once risked his
life to protect.

(beat)
It's a horrendous, unspeakable crinmne.

( MORE)
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GREY ( CONT' D)
I never woul d have thought Schann
woul d ever have been capable of it.
Is he really the man I fought w th?
Is this the sane nman that saved ny

life?
(beat)
| feel betrayed, Ozran. | couldn't

bel i eve that soneone | had once
trusted so nmuch could do such a thing

like this!
(beat)
Vell... now you know why | can't
concentr at e.
OZRAN
It wasn't your fault.
GREY
That's not the point.
OZRAN
I know.
(beat)

It's something we all at one stage
or another like to think at one point

inlife... that we truly know anot her
person. That we know what they wll
and will not do... that we know their
i nnost soul s.

(beat)

It's alie. W lie to ourselves,

and we'd like to believe it. But no
matter how | ong you know soneone, no
matter how wel |l you know soneone. ..
you never know themfully. The depths
of sonmeone el se's soul can never be
fully explored. To what depths

anot her can sink or what heights

anot her can rise, you can never truly
say, never truly know. It is one of
t he greatest dangers of |iving:

Li keabl e, am cabl e peopl e who seem
worthy of trust and friendship can

be infinitely cruel. It is not a
sinmpl e universe we live in.
(beat)

You' d shared the same deprivations
with him You d fought al ongside
him You' d saved each other's |ives.
And on that basis, you thought you
really knew him Now you've wi tnessed
a facet of himyou' d never have
bel i eved in.

( MORE)
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OZRAN ( CONT' D)
(beat)

Whet her he has becone |ike this over
time or if it was sonething al ways
present, | cannot say. But do not
burden yourself with blanme for not
knowi ng. You trusted him Erik --
you didn't know him They are two
very different things.

A long beat, as Grey considers this. He is nelancholy, and
slightly pained.

GREY
You know what, Narv?
(beat)
You're right, I didn't know him and
maybe never will. But | trusted

him And | thought he was worthy of
that trust. He betrayed that trust.

(beat)
It's one thing to look at this
abstractly, it's another to have it
happen to you. He was a close friend,
and no matter whatever darker
tendencies | did not see -- or chose
not to see -- a friend he was. |
m ght have not known his soul, but
he was ny conrade. And that counts
for sonet hi ng.

(beat)
He has violated that trust. He has
gone agai nst everything he stood for
when we were conrades. He has killed
ny fellow citizens. That counts for
sonet hi ng, too.

(beat)
Maybe | was wrong to trust him you
can say in retrospect. But that's
retrospect.

(looking directly at

Qzr an)
He neant a lot to ne.

Qzran returns the gaze, synpathetic. He knows when his speech
wll do little good. There is a long silence, then, finally:

GREY ( CONT' D)

Vel l, | suppose | kept you waiting
| ong enough.
(turning back to the
panel )

VWhere were we?
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I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM

Cross is sitting at the desk.
is hot chocolate, with a touch of mnt.

we suspect

face is on the screen in front of Cross.

CRCSS
(m d-conversati on)
W were preparing to | eave, Admral

THEL
(dryly, as always)
O course.
(beat)

Captain, | would like to extend ny
t hanks for the successful

identification of the Manila attacker.

CRCSS
You shoul d thank our engi neer, not
ne.

Cross takes a sip of chocol ate.

THEL
Then forward ny thanks. W were
unli kely to have di scovered the
identity without him.. though the
val ue of this discovery nust not be
over esti mat ed.

CRCSS
Oh?

THEL
Using the information your engineer
supplied us, we've been review ng
all the previous attacks in this
region. This is certainly not the
first time Breen operatives have
used these hol ograns, by the | ook of
it -- the earliest confirmed attack
to use it was seven and a half years
ago, and the vast majority of them
since have enployed it.

CRCSS
(t hought ful ly)
Seven years ago... that was about
the time this Schann di sappeared
fromall public record, wasn't it?

THEL
Yes.
( MORE)

42.
CUT TO

Next to himis a nug of what

Thel 's
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THEL ( CONT' D)
In fact, the first attack to use
this devi ce happened just a nonth
|ater -- and we have confirned that
Schann hinsel f was al so responsi bl e
for this attack.

CRGCSS
| see.

THEL
Qur evidence so far has Karl Schann
hel d responsible for alnmost a third
of all terrorist attacks after that
point. Mst of those attacks were
nostly low |l evel... fromwhat we
have gathered, the Manila is the
bi ggest attack he has yet done.
Additionally, there has been a sharp
increase in his inportance in the
attacks very recently.

CROSS
Do you have anything solid?
THEL
(taken aback for a
nonment )
Sol i d?
CRCSS
Proving the Breen are behind this.
THEL
Hardly. Wat we thought were Orions

turn out to be Bolians, what we
t hought were Anticans turn out to be
Cardassians... all handily using
mar ket - produced weaponry and
equi prent. This information can
definitely be used to prove that
nost of the recent attacks were a
col I aboration to sone extent, but
not for who -- or why.

(beat)
The Breen are careful to | eave no
tracks. Which is why | say we should
not overestimate the significance of
your engineer's discovery.

(beat)
But it is one step closer to the
truth. Most of the terrorists we
have di scovered in that seven year
bracket appear to still be alive,
and al nost all have commtted nore
then one attack. For future security
reference, would you |ike our dossier?
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Cross nods. Thel taps at sonething off-screen.

COVPUTER VA CE
(al most i medi at el y)
Downl oadi ng conpl et e.

CRCSS
I's there anything el se?

For a nmonent, both Cross and Thel hold each other's gaze.
I f expressions could speak, Thel's would say "W have
unfi ni shed busi ness."

THEL
(not too reluctantly)
No. Starbase 478 out.

The screen flickers, REPLACING Thel with the Federation | ogo.
Thoughtful Iy, Cross brings the cup to his nmouth and si ps.

CRCSS
(as he puts it back
down)
Conputer, call up the downl oaded
file.

The screen changes to a display of text and inages -- the
i mages primarily being shots of faces, anong them KARL SCHANN
We CLOSE IN on this photo of SCHANN, then...

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- GREY'S QUARTERS

...and begin to pan out froman IDENTICAL inmage. But this
one is on the conputer in Gey's quarters, and it is GREY,
not Cross, that is looking at it. H s eyes bore intensely
into the picture's false eyes, as if searching for its soul

G ey is hunched over in front of the nonitor, his hands
clasping his chin. He |looks hollow, stiff. He is sitting
on a rather unconfortable | ooking chair.

For a long, silent BEAT, Gey stares into the oblivious inmage
of Schann's eyes.

Final ly, he straightens.

GREY
Comput er, one bowl of Htrag rice.

The replicator shimers, and a bow of reasonably ordinary-
| ooki ng, Federation rations rice (as seen in "...Day Qut")
appears. Gey |looks at it expressionlessly, breathing in
the aromas of his past...

W PAN I N TOMRDS THE RI CE. . .
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DI SSOLVE TO

SEQ FLASHBACK

I NT. ROOM

And PAN QUT as a fork-like utensil hits the bow, taking up
a clunk of rice (rice clings toits front, as if it was sone
kind of rice-magnet) which finds its way imediately into a
noticeably younger Gey's nouth. W begin to pan out to get
a better sense of Grey's surroundi ngs.

As we do so, a caption appears:
STARDATE 65418. 1: FI VE MONTHS LATER

We can now see clearly that the roomis a COMWUNAL DI NI NG
HALL. There are rows and rows of |ong tables where Marines
can be seen eating Hrag rice. The walls are drably col ored
like the rest of Doson Barracks, it is the largest interior
room we have seen in the barracks so far

Schann is sitting directly next to Gey, and he is talking
animatedly as Grey swallows. Just behind him at another
table, if we cared to |ook, Warren can be seen, also consum ng
rice.

SCHANN
(nmock-confidentially)
And you can guess how Mark felt about
that. ..
(when Gey fails to
respond)
Hey, you paying attention?

GREY
(after he swal |l ows)
Eati ng.

SCHANN
That's not an answer. ..

Gey lets the fork utensil descend again.

GREY
(as it does, |ooking
at rice)
Yeah, | heard you.

SCHANN
Ah. Then what did you think?

GREY
I think you m ght want to pay nore
attention to that bowl of rice in
front of you.
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SCHANN
Oh, c'nmon! You can't tell ne you
didn't want to see the |Iook on his

face.

GREY
Can | get another bow of rice for
it?

Schann sighs, as if trying to look frustrated but not doing
it very well

SCHANN
Al right, all right. W'Il talk
about what you're interested in, eh?
The war .

GREY
(as he prepares to
eat the rice)
It is why I'm here.

SCHANN
Don't you tal k about anything el se?

Beat. Gey lets the rice-collecting device dangle in front
of his face for a nmonent, | ooking thoughtful.

GREY
Marine regul ati ons.

SCHANN
(overl appi ng)
I knew it! | knewit!

Beat, as G ey swallows rice. Schann plunges in his own
devi ce, and then dangles it, laden with rice, in front of
his face. Hi s expression seens to harden.

SCHANN ( CONT' D)
(sonberly)
| assune, then... you've heard the
news.

Gey is slightly surprised by Schann's sudden change of
attitude and tone.

GREY
What news?

Schann | ooks up at him
SCHANN

The | ast stronghold on lotia Al pha
fell this norning.
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GREY
| could see that comng. The position
on that planet was just |ooking
bl eaker and bl eaker the nmonment the
nort h-central and south-centra
continents were seized. How |long
had they been besieging that |ast
stronghol d, a week?

SCHANN
Ten days.

GREY
Ah.

There is a BEAT, as both eat their rice.

SCHANN

(I owy)
The Second Fleet is trying to check
t he Sheliak advance in that theater,
but now that lotia Al pha is in Sheliak
hands it doesn't have any near by
natural defenses it can rely on..

(beat)
Saving a mracle, it's only a matter
of tinme before the Sheliak reach
| psus. We have weeks, nmaybe days.

G ey PUTS DOMN the utensil. Schann has struck a particularly
passi onate chord within him
GREY
And that's when we start to make a

di fference.

Suddenly everything BLACKS QUT, and all we hear is the sound
of a very distant explosion. It sounds |ike something of
enor mous power .

The lights flicker on again, glowng at a dinmrer |evel. Now
that we can see them again, we can see that both G ey and
Schann are standing, all interest in their food evaporated.

Around them the nmany N.D. Marines are also getting up and
becom ng ready,,,

GREY ( CONT' D)
(1 ooki ng around
urgently)
What the hell was that?

SCHANN

(grimy)
That's a planetary bonbardnent.
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G ey locks eyes with Schann, al nost too shocked for words.
Schann | ooks at himw th the sureness of soneone who has
been cast into a blazing inferno and lived to tell the tale.

JENNER' S VO CE
This is the Colonel. W are under
attack. | repeat, we are under
attack. This is nodrill. Get to
your battle-stations! Mve, nove,
nove!

Thi s message continues to repeat, automatically, for the
remai nder of the flashback sequence.

At the sound of this, people imediately PILE OUT of the
room racing towards their intended destination. GREY,
SCHANN, (and WARREN, who we glinpse briefly) are anong those
who are making their way for the right-hand door.

| NT. DOSON BARRACKS -- CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUOUS

The sanme kind of corridor we've seen previously, if not the
exact same corridor. Gey, Schann, Warren, and nunerous
ot her MARINES run down it as we follow them

Suddenly, there is another sound of a DEVASTATI NG EXPLOSI ON - -
and it sounds like it's a lot closer. Behind Gey and Schann
t he room COLLAPSES conpletely on itself. This CRUSHES several
Marines, whom we can hear their blood-curdling death cries,
and as the rubble begins to clear we can see that Warren is
caught in the rubble -- he's on the ground, and only his

upper body is visible. There's blood on his forehead, though
it does not seemto be his owmn. W can just about naeke out

an hand or two of also energing fromthe rubble, crushed by
the weight of the walls -- like their former owners. Bl ood
trickles out fromthem

Al the surviving N.D. Marines quickly disperse to their
posts, but Gey and Schann are both interrupted by --

WARREN
(in pain)
Ch Jesus. ..

Schann stops, imediately | ooks back towards him G ey does
t he sane.

SCHANN

Mk goverlapping)
e’

WARREN
(babbl i ng, overl appi ng)
Oh ny god, oh ny god, oh ny god, oh
ny god. ..

The fol |l ow ng happens very quickly.
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G ey glances up at the ceiling directly above him-- it's
been badly shaken by the recent explosion, and | ooks |ike
it's going to give way. Schann doesn't take a nonment, but
is about to LUNGE TOWARDS Warren --

When GREY GRABS HM and with all the force of his strength
HURLS SCHANN DOMN THE CORRI DOR, i mmedi ately JUWPI NG after
him-- just as the segnent of corridor they were standing on
conpl etel y COLLAPSES.

We can hear a ghastly cry, presumably Warren's -- and a horrid
smashi ng sound, |ike bone ripping through flesh -- though we
do not see this. Gey and Schann col | apse at the edge of

the corridor, having barely made it. They are both coated

in the dust of the collapse. Gey has a cut in his |ip due

to shrapnel, and Schann a cut in his |eft-hand eyebrow

Nei t her seemto notice.

They are badly shaken, Schann nore so. They sit there,
huddl ed, shell-shocked, for a single BEAT, as the dust clears.

SCHANN

How did you... how did you..
GREY

| looked up. It was going to do

that. ..
Schann extends his hand to G ey.

GREY ( CONT' D)
(irritated)
What ?

SCHANN
| owe you ny life, damm it! Allow
me to express a little gratitude.

GREY
(as he takes it)
Ch. Sorry.

He SHAKES it, once, firmy. Together, they stand up.

SCHANN
W need to get to our battle-stations,
then. C non.

GREY
Yeah.

But before G ey noves, he glances back, at the coll apsed
rubble. He |looks like he wants to reach out and touch it --
reach out and wish it all away. An inmage has been seared
onto his mnd of what it was, only nonents ago, and it is
not an imge he seens |likely to forget.
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Schann | ooks back at him noticing that he wasn't com ng,
and then with him towards the rubble.

Sinply |l ooking at the rubble strains Schann profoundly.
It's as if he desperately wants to | ook away, but coul d not
bear doi ng so.

SCHANN
There's nothing we can do for him
now.
G ey swal l ows, unconfortably.

GREY
I know.

Slowmy, Gey turns away, and Schann follows suit. Silently,
both run down the corridor. W remain in this part of the
corridor, notionless...

FADE OUT
END FLASHBACK.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE
St arbase 478 still hangs in view, the Endeavour and Aci naces

circling her, the Enterprise off to a distance. As always,
there are now a different array of civilian crafts.

As we watch, the Enterprise turns around and, with a bl ast,
enters WARP.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- GREY'S QUARTERS

Gey is still sitting in front of the conputer termnal,
conpletely lost in thought. W take a good | ook at what
he's | ooki ng at.

It's an imge, of a Human wonman, smling, late forties, red
hair. Altogether congenial. Next to it is a text, that is
scrolling. W focus on the last few |lines, which read..

"...perished when the S.S Mnila was sabotaged, Stardate
80153.8. Survived by husband, Al eksandr Tkachev."

GREY (O S.)
Conputer, next file.

The woman's face is replaced by that of a man, a young
BAJORAN. W pan back as Gey begins to read..

The door chines. Gey does not seemto notice, and continues
r eadi ng.

It chines again. Gey |ooks sonewhat surprised, as if he
had not heard the first chine.

GREY ( CONT' D)
(neutral, not | ooking

up)
Ent er .

The door opens, and QU NLAN enters.

QUI NLAN
Hey.
GREY
(not | ooking up)
Hel | o.

Qui nl an begins to wal k over to him | ooking over his shoul der.

QUI NLAN
What's that you're doi ng?
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GREY
(finally I ooking over)
Ch, this? It's the crew roster for
the Manil a..

Quinlan pulls up a seat.

QUI NLAN

OCh. D d you know anyone...?
GREY

...on the Manila? No. Al the

sane... | think | owe it to them
QUI NLAN

Ah. And you' ve been doing that for
t he past four days?

GREY
VWhat ?

QUI NLAN
Besi des being at work, not a soul
has seen you outside your quarters
since you returned fromthe Starbase.

GREY
(irritated)
Oh, that's what this is about. ..

QUI NLAN
(undaunt ed)
| thought you m ght want to talKk.

G ey pauses, thinks. Then he turns his chair conpletely
around to face Quinlan, and sits.

GREY
Al right. Talk.
(beat)
Do you renenber the Marine reunion |
had, oh, two years or so ago?

QUI NLAN
| know it was Karl Schann that
destroyed the Manila, Erik.

GREY
That wasn't ny question.
QUI NLAN
Vel |, yeah.
GREY

Did you neet Schann there?
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QUI NLAN
| don't think so, no...
(beat)
They all | ooked pretty nuch the sane
to me.

G ey is sonewhat chagrined by this response.

GREY
(sighs)
Never m nd, then
(beat)

He was like I'd never seen him before.
He' d al ways had sonmething of a bitter
streak, but this... this was very
different. To ny face, he talked
about how the Federation nust be
destroyed. He'd di sappeared w thout
a trace years ago and then suddenly
pops up spouting anti-Federation
tripe. Shouldn't that have been a
war ni ng enough?

QUI NLAN
Warning? Hell, Erik, | used to say
that kind of stuff all the tine. Do
you think 1'd do what he did?

GREY
No! O course not.

QUI NLAN
Then why do you think you should
have caught on? 1've fired on the
Enterprise before. |Isn't that a

good enough hint?
Beat .

GREY
Yes, it was just words, okay? But I
never even asked myself where he'd
been... never stopped to think what
the hell such an iconoclast woul d
spend his tine doing!

QUI NLAN
That's it, isn't it?
GREY
(taken aback)
What ?
QUI NLAN

@Quilt. You feel you could have
stopped this, and can't stand that
you didn't -- that's it, isn't it?
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GREY

(firmy)

(waveri ng)
I[t's... it's n

Qui nl an | eans back.

ot all of it.

QUI NLAN
Al right. Wat is all of it?
GREY
(angrily)

That guy was ny conrade, dam it! |

never had a cl

all ny lifel

life nore then

life nore then
(beat)

He betrayed ne

oser, dearer friend in
| trusted himwith ny
once. | saved his
once.

, Jen. He betrayed ne

conpl etely and absol utely.
QUI NLAN

You're still alive, aren't you?
GREY

That's not the point!
QUI NLAN

To you, it isn
Schann feel s?
(beat)

"t. \What do you think

Do you honestly think he feels he's

betrayed anyon
et hics, and yo

e? He has his code of
u have yours. His

m ght feel personal gratitude towards

you for saving
that gratitude
Federation at
feel betrayed
cover.

his life, but clearly
doesn't extend to the
| arge. He mght even
because you bl ew his

GREY

That's --

QUI NLAN
Di sgusting? Mst certainly. But it

makes sense to

G ey looks into her eyes,

him..

and he begins to realize sonething.

GREY

You're not tal
you?

ki ng about Karl, are
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QUI NLAN

In a general sense, I am | wouldn't
be surprised if soneone all high
m nded |i ke himhas worked out his
justifications to a T.

(beat)
But no, not really. Trust is a rather
vague termin a line of business
that requires every formof duplicity,
but as far as that went... | trusted
Devon, once. | could count on him
at least nore then I could count on
anyone el se.

(beat)
But that trust only counted when I
was on his side. Wen | decided to
go it alone, well...

(beat)
You trusted Schann with your life.
That seens to be a good enough bet --
you are still here. But you thought
t hat just because he'd save your
life he wouldn't attack sonething
you believed in... that wasn't a
good call. You saw sonething in him
t hat may have never been there.

GREY
Oh, it was there all right, once.
Schann was every bit as conmtted to
the Federation as | was...

QUI NLAN
The road not taken?

G ey seens genui nely distraught by this suggestion.
GREY

(forcefully)
| could never be like him

QUI NLAN

That's it, though, isn't it? You
see yourself in Schann

(beat)
Eri k, you were not responsible for
the Manila attack. He was. It
doesn't matter how eerily simlar he
is -- he's not you. Snap out of it.

There is a | ong BEAT.

GREY
But he was once ny friend...

QUI NLAN
That does not nake you responsi bl e.

55.
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G ey sighs, deeply.

GREY
I just couldn't believe it, | guess...
(beat)
Even now, it's a little hard to
bel i eve.
(1 ooki ng up)

| needed that. Thanks.

QUI NLAN
Anyti ne.

Quinlan gets up, is about to | eave, and then turns around.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
You want di nner?

GREY
Sur e.

Together, they EXIT...

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM
G ey is standing before Cross.

CROSS
(m d- speech)
...the Manila is, however, the biggest
known attack he's perfornmed so far.
(beat)
That about covers what we know about
hi m si nce his di sappear ance.

GREY
(nods)
Thank you, sir.

There is a beat. Cross clearly intends to say sonething
el se, but he doesn't seemto know how he should say it.

CRCSS
Do you know Schann's parents?

GREY
|'ve spoken to them

CRCSS
(sl owy)
They have yet to hear the news.

The statement drops |ike a dead weight.



RENAI SSANCE: "A Friend" - ACT FOUR 57.
CROSS ( CONT' D)

(quietly)
I"ve discussed this with the
Admral... he's agreed that, if you
want, you can be the one to inform
t hem

(beat)
Do you?

G ey stands, quietly determned to bear this final, but nost
unbear abl e, of pains. There is no doubt as to his response.

GREY
(softly)
Yes, sir.

CROSS
Then 1'l1 have it arranged. You are
di sm ssed.

GREY
Sir.

G ey wal ks towards the door, pauses, and | ooks back.

GREY (CONT' D)
(sincerely)
Thank you, sir.

Cross nods, slowy. Gey EXITS
CUT TO

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- GREY'S QUARTERS

Once nore, Gey is hunched up in front of the conputer
nonitor. The image is of the Federation | ogo.

COWUTER VO CE
Cont acti ng house 24601 in Al pha Gty,
Luna, grid Kappa- Epsil on- Gama- Gamma.
(beat)
Cont act successful.

The image changes fromthe Federation logo to a shot of a
man somewhere in his late eighties. He's sitting in front
of his conputer, and behind himis some confortabl e-Iooking
furniture.

OLD MAN
Hel | 0?

GREY
M. Schann? 1t's Erik Gey.



RENAI SSANCE: "A Friend" - ACT FOUR 58.

OLD MAN ( SCHANN S FATHER)
Ch, Erik! Karl often tal ked about
you. .

Gey tries to smle -- he can't. |It's all he can do to not
cry.

GREY
(weakl y)
Yes, you've said that before.

SCHANN S FATHER

Ch, have |?

(slight chuckle)
I mss himthough, you know. | just
wi sh he'd wite honme once in a
while...

W note that Grey's right hand, which Schann's father cannot
see, is clenched into a tight fist. Besides this he is
overall well conposed, but he is clearly fighting his pain.

GREY
(calmy)
Where is your wife?

SCHANN' S FATHER
She's out at the botanical gardens.
They grow sone |ovely roses there...

GREY
When will she be back?

SCHANN' S FATHER
Ch, a good few hours from now.

GREY
| see.
(beat)
Do you renenber the last tine |
cal | ed?

SCHANN S FATHER
Oh, yes, yes. You haven't heard
anyt hi ng about our Karl since then,
have you?

There is a long beat. Gey doesn't even know where to begin
W PUSH IN on his face. There's no avoiding it now.

GREY
(hol | ow y)
Yes. Yes, | have.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FOUR

THE END
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