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RENAI SSANCE: " Wi spers fromthe O her Roont' - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise, sailing through stars at a leisurely warp
speed.

CRGCSS (V. 0)

Captain's Log, Stardate 80247. 3.
After dropping off Y |lan and Doj ar
at the Ellensworld Institute to
conduct sone research, we are headi ng
once nore for the Bajoran sector to
conduct a study of the unusual dark
matter formations in the Callahan
Nebul a.

(beat)
The Enterprise being sent on a
scientific mssion. Wo would ve
t hought ?

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC LOUNGE

W see TALORA sitting at a table, eating breakfast and
chatting wwth a MAN we haven't seen before, a ruggedly
handsome man in a blue Starfleet uniform The two are tal king
am cably as they eat, occasionally |aughing at a joke or
shaki ng their heads at sonet hi ng.

We pan around to see ELRIS LEA and JENNI FER QUI NLAN huddl ed
together at a table in the corner, watching Talora and the
nystery man. Quinlan scratches her cheek thoughtfully.

QUI NLAN
Human.
ELRI' S
Ri ght.
Pause.
QUI NLAN
Sci ence cor ps.
ELRI' S
Ri ght.
Pause.
QUI NLAN

Unrealistically handsone.

ELRI S
Three for three.



Qui nl an | ooks at her.
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QUI NLAN
Seriously, | hardly know anyt hi ng
about him He cane aboard at Starbase
451, and is joining the science team
on the Enterprise -- what there is
of it -- but beyond that |'m
conpletely in the dark. | don't
even know hi s nane.
ELRI S
Ri chard Mar ek.
QUI NLAN
How do you know t hat ?
ELRI S
From gi ving him a physical the day
he came on board.
Quinlan | ooks fromElris to Marek, back to Elris. She |ooks

faint.

She grins
at them

in somet hing outside the | arge w ndows,

QUI NLAN
You...? Hm..?

ELRI S
Wiy are you surprised? It's Starfleet
protocol: arriving crew nenbers are
given full physicals. Wich, | admt,
doesn't nmean as nuch as it did five
centuries ago, but even so...

slyly. Across the room Talora suddenly |ooks up

The two wonen suddenly take a great deal of

barely noving |ips.

QUI NLAN
What about Tal ora, though? That
makes no sense.

ELRI S
That Marek would take an interest in
her ?

QUI NLAN
That she woul d take an interest in
anybody. Don't get me wong -- she's
ny senior officer, and worthy of
respect in that role. But let's
face it -- the Ice Queen? The
M stress of Frigid?

i nt er est

and speak through
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ELRI S
| think everybody needs conpani onship
soneti nes.

QUI NLAN

W' re tal king about TALORA here. |
think we should warn himbefore it's
too | ate.

The woman in question |ooks in their direction again. Elris
and Quinlan smle and wave to her cheerfully, |ooking sweetly
innocent. Talora |ooks at them blankly for a nonment, then
turns back to Marek.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
(softly)
Am 1 right or aml| wong?

ELRI S
| don't really think it's appropriate
to comment on such matters, Jen. |
w |l say, however, that you have on
occasi on di spl ayed profound w sdom
in certain matters of life. Now, if
you' Il excuse ne, ny shift's about
to start.

Wth a final grin, Elris rises and wal ks out of the Rec
Lounge.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

We see a cheerful TORAN NOA sitting on a biobed, feeding a
Tribble nestled in the crook of his arm Elris enters
Si ckbay, and wal ks up to him

ELRI S
How s Fluffy today?

TORAN
(grinning)
Four days straight with no
procreation. | think we've got a
wi nner here.

ELRI S
You nean you've got a winner. It
was your project. You canme up with
the drive suppressant; it's your
name that will go down in the history
books as the man who finally gave
the Tribbles a cold shower.
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TORAN

(wth a shrug)
These days, that's not nuch nore
than tidying up an obscure corner of
medi cal history. And all such efforts
nmust be paid for -- in this case, by
figuring out what to do with all the
baby Tribbles we have in stasis.

ELRI' S

(grinning)
Like | said, it was your project.

TORAN
Yeah. Maybe the Klingons woul d
appreciate a few of them..

Elris chuckles and rubs Fluffy's fur. Fluffy responds with
a characteristic PURR She and Toran | ook at each other for
a second. The second stretches into several seconds.

TORAN ( CONT' D)
What's on your mnd, Doctor?

ELRI S
Not a lot. Just thinking that, now
t hat we have sone peace and quiet on
the Enterprise...

The alert klaxons start to WAIL, and red lights FLASH in
Si ckbay.

CRCSS' S COW VA CE
Red Alert. Al decks to battle
stati ons.

ELRI S
...maybe 1'Il finally learn when it
woul d be smart to just shut up.

They | ook at each other ironically for a noment, then go off
to their workstations.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

The kl axons and flashing |lights are nmaking thensel ves known
here as well, as CAPT. NEIL CROSS paces in the center of the
Bridge. NATHANIEL STOLT is at the Helm BRI AN CALE at Ops,
and various N.D. officers at Tactical and the aft positions.

STOLT
Ready for quantum slipstreamdrive,
Capt ai n.
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CRCSS
Initiate. And shut off that noi se.

The Bridge is at once quieter. Then it shudders slightly as
the Enterprise passes into quantum slipstream The aft doors
open and Tal ora and Quinlan enter the Bridge. They head
toward their stations at the right-hand comand chair and
Tactical, respectively.

TALORA
Troubl e, Captain?

CRCSS
As usual. Tine to intercept, Ensign?

STOLT
Three m nutes, twenty seconds.

CRCSS
Cal e, play back the nmessage.

Cale taps buttons. A |oud burst of static fills the Bridge
speakers, through which a voice can intermttently be heard --
mal e, frantic-soundi ng.

VO CE ON SPEAKER
...anyone... US.S Mjestic... being
attacked by... four seven mark two...
can hear ny voice, please..

The nessage cuts off abruptly. The senior officers |ook at
one anot her.

TALORA
US S Myjestic? | don't believe
I've heard of it.

CROSS
Advanced Sovereign Cass. Watever
attacked her nust have packed quite
a punch, so be ready for anything
once we cone out of slipstream
Under st ood?

QUI NLAN
Aye, sir. \Wapons arnmed, standing
by on shi el ds.

TALORA
Al'l decks report battle ready, sir.

Cross faces the viewscreen and squares his shoul ders.

CRGSS
Here we go. ..
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CUT TO
EXT. SPACE
A tear opens up in the fabric of space, and the Enterprise
ZOOVS out of it. Immediately before it is another starship,
the Majestic. It is obvious that she has suffered greatly --
she is adrift, with several gaping holes in her hull. No

ot her vessel is seen.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Cross stares at the broken body of the Majestic on the
Vi ewscr een

CROSS
Life signs?

CALE
Negative. Life support has failed
on nore than half of the ship
M ni mal power em ssions.

CRCSS
What about escape pods?
CALE
None in this area. Sir... | am
pi cking up a second ship, bearing
three two seven mark six. It's
headi ng away from here at warp two.
TALORA
Not in rmuch of a hurry.
CRCSS

O sinply linmping away fromthe
battle. Can you identify it, Cale?

Cale taps buttons. He pauses, then taps buttons again. His
eyes w den.

CALE
Sir, 1 don't... | nean, these readings
can't be right.

CRCSS o
I's your console mal functioni ng?

CALE
| don't think so.

CRCSS
Then talk to ne.
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Cal e checks his console once nore, then | ooks up at Cross.

CALE
Sir... the ship reads as Jeni Hadar

A long, stunned silence.

Then, all the officers | ook at Cross.

Cross, shocked beyond all rational belief, |ooks at the
viewscreen. We slowy zoomin on his face as, faintly,
di stantly, we hear echoes of battle... phaser fire,
expl osi ons, humans shouting to one another... and a boy
screamng for his nother. On Cross's face, we...

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

FADE | N:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Continuous action fromthe teaser. Cross is still staring
at the viewscreen, disbelieving, haunted.

TALORA
Captain? Captain Cross!

Cross blinks, shakes his head, as though snapping out of a
dream He | ooks around, regains his bearings. He speaks,
softly at first, then with grow ng determ nation

CRGCSS
Quinl an, advise Starfleet Command of
our findings. Send out our sensor
| ogs, any other pertinent information.
Priority one.

QUI NLAN
Aye, sir.

CRCSS
Cal e, any other ships nearby?

CALE
Negative, sir. Except for the second
ship, the sector appears to be clear.

Cross nods.

CRCSS
Al right. Conmander Talora, you
wll prepare an away teamto board
the Mpajestic. Search for survivors,
and try to get a better handle on
what happened. The Enterprise wll
| eave you here and go after... the
second ship --

TALORA
Sir, may | respectfully suggest that
you shoul d conmmand the away team
your sel f.

Cross | ooks at her sharply.

CRGCSS
Captains entrust the comand of away
teans to their First Oficers. That's
how it's been done in Starfleet for
quite sonme tine -- didn't you get
t he meno?

8.
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TALORA
I think you would be a better choice
for this mssion, Captain. You have
nore famliarity with ol der Federation
starships and their technol ogi es.

CRCSS
My aunt's foot.

Pause. Talora steps closer to Cross and | owers her voice so
that the others can't hear.

TALORA
| don't want you going after the
Jem Hadar ship, Captain. Ideally, I
don't want you involved at all.

Cross stares at her. Talora stares back evenly. Cross
exhal es t hrough cl enched teeth.

CRCSS
Ensign Stolt, lay in a pursuit course
and stand by. This won't take |ong.

He takes Talora's armand hal f-escorts, half-drags her into...
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS
When the doors cl ose behind them Cross wheels on Tal ora.

CROSS
Talora, you're the finest officer
that |'ve served with, and for that
reason I'minclined to put up with
nore fromyou than fromothers. But
first, to contradict ny orders in
front of everyone on the Bridge...
Second, to question nmy command fitness
in a vital nonent such as this...

TALORA
You trust ny judgnment, sir -- you've
said so before. And you nust know
that | can observe things that you
may be either unaware of, or unwlling
to admt to yourself.

CRCSS
| can | ook out for nyself.

TALORA
| saw you out there, Captain. | saw
you freeze when Cale told you it was
a Jem Hadar ship. | saw you becone

that little boy again, the boy who
experi enced things no one shoul d
ever have to go through.
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Cr 0ss,

CRCSS
(sarcastically)
Yeah, and | saw a Counsel or about
it.

TALORA
Wth respect, sir, | don't think
that's good enough. | respect your

conmand aut hority, but | cannot allow
you to place yourself in a position
where you coul d endanger the ship --
the entire Federation -- because of
your own past.

CROSS
The hell with that! The danger to
t he Federation would be not having
me there! W need soneone there who
knows about the Dom nion -- knows
what they're capable of. W need
sonmeone who isn't afraid to take
action, not sone feel-good dipl omat!
W need to destroy them push them
back, do whatever it takes before
it's too late! Dam it, don't you
understand? They're nonsters!

remar kably cool under his wld gaze.

TALORA
Step back for a nonent, Captain Cross,
and take a good | ook at yourself.

10.

his eyes in a frenzy, |ooks at her. Talora remains

Cross opens his nouth to yell at her again... then, slowy,
begins to calmhinmself down. He turns away from her.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
| don't want to come to blows with
you over this. | need you to see
for yourself what's best for everyone.
You' re balancing on a very thin wre
right now If you go after that
ship, you won't be able to hold

against the wind. | know | wouldn't
be a good First Oficer if | let
you.

Cross | ooks at her, looks at her for a long nmonent. Then,
as though releasing a great weight, he sighs.

I NT. MAJESTIC -- CORRI DOR

CUT TO

The corridor of the ship is dead but for sone energency

lights.
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Through the wi ndow, we see the Enterprise hovering in the
di st ance.

Five transporter beans appear, and within themmaterialize
Cross, Elris, Quinlan, and two security officers, BRUNN and
VETTERLI NG, wearing environnment suits. No sooner do they
finish beam ng in than, through the wi ndow, we see the
Enterpri se cone about and ZOOM off into warp. The away team
| ooks around them Elris and Cross scanning with tricorders.
Qui nl an, sweeping the corridor with her phaser rifle at the
ready, whistles softly.

QUI NLAN
It's like a tonb in here. Woops...
wrong choice of words. Sorry.

CROSS
Get it together, Lieutenant.

Quinlan I ooks at himironically.

QUI NLAN
| have it together, sir. |It's just
that. ..

She breaks off. Cross glances at her.

CRCSS
Just what ?

QUI NLAN
You don't expect to see this on a
Federation ship. You sort of think
that we're invul nerable, that we
can't be taken down. The M ghty
Starfleet, greatest mlitary power
in the Quadrant. But first the
Qtam, then this...

CRGCSS
| hear you. Doctor?

ELRI S
No |ife support anywhere on this
deck, just as we figured. The
interior sections probably fared
better.

CRGCSS
Right. Quinlan, Brunn, make your
way to Engi neering. Keep your eyes
peel ed. The rest of us will start
with the Bridge. It's right through
here. ..

As Quinlan and Brunn | eave down the corridor, Cross goes to
t he nearby door and keys the panel next to it.
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Not surprisingly, nothing happens. He opens the panel, pulls
t he manual override |lever, then nods at Wetterling. Together,
they pull the door open and step into...

I NT. MAJESTIC -- BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS

An updat ed version of the old Sovereign class bridge, the
command center of the Majestic has becone a nightmare. Burn
scars cover the walls, debris from expl oded panels lie
everywhere, and conduits are blown right out of the wall.
Most of the consoles are dead, although a few gl ow weakly.
There are bodi es everywhere -- sone died from deconpression,
some fromthe expl osions.

Elris and Wetterling fan out and | ook around, while Cross
wal ks up to the center seat. In it is a mddle-aged man
wearing Captain's bars. A large piece of netal is sticking
out of his chest. Hs face is locked in a final expression
of horror, his eyes wide and lifeless. Coss |ooks down at
hi m

CRCSS
Captain Garcia, | presune. He held
his post to the very end, held them
off as long as he coul d.

WETTERLI NG
It looks Iike they all died at their
posts, sir.

Cross nods, then slowy reaches down and cl oses the Captain's
eyelids. He |ooks up.

CRCSS
The Dominion wll pay for this. |
swear it.
Elris, fromacross the room |ooks at him
CUT TO
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise, sailing away at warp.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

LT. CMDR ERIK GREY has arrived on the Bridge, and is wal ki ng
to an Engineering termnal aft. He activates it.

GREY
Comput er, transfer Engi neering control
to Bridge.

The console lights up. Gey looks up at Talora, who is
wal king up to him
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TALORA
W didn't need you here, Commander.
You coul d have stayed in Engi neering.

GREY
| heard what we were going after. |
suppose | wanted to see it for nyself.

They wal k to the tactical station together, and | ook over

the tac officer's shoulder at the display. It is show ng

t he sensor readings of the fleeing ship -- a ship which bears
t he unm stakabl e | ook of the Jem Hadar. Gey takes a deep
breath and tries not to shudder at this hellish vision from
the past. He |ooks up.

GREY (CONT' D)
Any ot hers?

TALORA
Not that we've been able to detect.
Perhaps this ship is a | one wol f,
t hat came through the Bajoran wormhol e
alone and is operating by itself.
Perhaps it's a rogue.

GREY
Yeah. We should be so | ucky.

Tal ora | ooks at him

TALORA
| take it you're less optimstic.

GREY
You know what they say: hope for the
best, prepare for the worst. And |
don't think it could get nmuch worse
t han a Second Domi ni on VAar.
I"mnot sure the Al pha Quadrant could
pul |l itself together for another go
at them-- especially with things
bei ng what they are right here in
t he Federation. W have a hard enough
ti me guarding against forces from
within. And as you said, the first
time around was bad enough.

Tal ora nods sonberly. There is a pause.

TALORA
Did you suffer fromthe war?
GREY
Well... to be honest, | don't renenber

much of it.
( MORE)
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GREY ( CONT' D)
| was very young -- and when | grew
up, I had nmy own war, with the
Sheliak. But what | renenber nost
fromthe Dom nion War is the fear
My parents, ny neighbors, ny
friends... everyone | knew, | could
see it in their eyes. People were
scared of the Dom nion, and that's

the truth. | can't say | blane
Captain Cross for his feelings.
(beat)

What about you, Commander? Wat was
your experience |ike?

Tal ora | ooks away for a | ong nonent, her face deliberately
even. Then she | ooks back at him

TALORA
A long story, for another tine.

G ey nods in understanding.

GREY
May there be another tine, then.

He turns his attention back to the Jem Hadar ship on the
tactical display.

CUT TO
I NT. MAJESTIC -- BRI DGE

Cross is at the rear of the bridge, messing wth sonething
i nside an open panel, as Elris and Wetterling continue
searching the debris.

Suddenly, the console next to Cross's open panel |ights up.
Cross nods in satisfaction, closes the panel, and taps keys
on the console. He spends a nonent on this, then sighs.

CRCSS
No good. Even w th power restored
t hrough the new generator, | can't

access the ship's |ogs.

ELRI S
Have they been saf eguarded?
Encrypt ed, naybe?

CRCSS
| doubt they would have had tinme to
do that, but | can't tell either way --
the LCARS sinply isn't responding to
comands.

( MORE)



RENAI SSANCE: " Wi spers fromthe O her Room' - ACT ONE 15.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Looks like if we want to get a handl e

on what happened here, we'll have to
physically go through the nmenory
banks.
ELRI S
That woul d take next to forever.
CRCSS
Right. So I guess we'll just have
to learn fromour... friends out
t here.
He slans his fist into the hull, frustrated.

CUT TO
I NT. MAJESTIC -- CORRI DOR

Qui nl an and Brunn come around a corner in a corridor deep in
the ship, lit only by dimenergency lighting. Quinlan makes
an eyeball sweep of the area, then uses her tricorder and
scans an energency bul khead that cl osed over the corridor.

QUI NLAN
Looks li ke the next section is
pressurized. W can't beam through
t he bul khead, so we'll have to nmake
an airlock. Can you find a manua
rel ease for the next bul khead?

BRUNN
Ri ght here, sir.

He indicates a closed panel in the corridor wall. Opening
it, he finds a lever and pulls it out. Next to him another
emer gency bul khead SLAMS into place, effectively trapping
the two in that small section of corridor. Quinlan takes
out a small device and places it on the other bul khead. She
nods at Brunn.

QUI NLAN
Make sure to brace yourself.

Toget her, they pull the bul khead open -- as they do, a gust
of air RUSHES into the corridor section, knocking them both
back a half-step. Wth sonme effort, they fully open the

bul khead, revealing another corridor. Quinlan scans with
the tricorder again, then nods. Wth relief on their faces,
they take off their helnets and stow them Brunn sniffs the
air.

BRUNN
Smel | that?
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Quinl an nods. She | eads Brunn around a corner and through a
door that has been janmed open, into...

I NT. MAJESTI C -- ENG NEERI NG -- CONTI NUCUS

Li ke everything else on this ship, this roomis nostly dead --
the warp core deactivated, the consoles |ifeless -- but the
enmergency lights are bright enough to see the carnage that

t ook pl ace here:

A dozen or so bodies lie on the ground -- sone Starfleet,
some Jem Hadar. Mbst bodi es have | arge phaser wounds; the
rest died fromthe explosions that consumed nuch of the

Engi neering equi pnent. One person, a human, has been burned
all over his body.

Qui nl an, her nout h hangi ng open, slowy steps into the room
Suddenly she SLIPS in a puddl e of Jem Hadar bl ood, and nearly
falls -- Brunn is there to catch her just in tinme. She nods
her thanks, then | ooks around again.

QUI NLAN
(softly)
One hell of a fight.

BRUNN
Yes, sir.

They | ook at each other, then back at the bodies.
CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Talora, Gey, Cale and Stolt are at their respective
positions.

STOLT
Approachi ng the Jenm Hadar ship,
Commander -- she's dropping out of
war p.

TALORA
Slow to inmpulse. Hail them
Li eut enant .

Cal e presses buttons as the Dom nion ship, large as Iife and
menacing in a way only the Jem Hadar can manage, grows | arger
on the viewscreen.

CALE
No response, Commander .

TALORA
Are they noving to attack posture?
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CALE
No, ma'am They're continuing on
their original course, noving at
half inmpulse. [I'mnot sure they're
even aware of us.

GREY
They dropped out of warp when we
approached, Lieutenant. Don't junp
t o concl usions.

CALE
Yes, sir.

Tal ora stands and wal ks up to Cale's consol e.

TALORA
Anal ysi s?

CALE
| don't understand this, Commander.
I"'m not picking up any life signs on
t he Dom nion ship either.

Tal ora frowns.

TALORA
How can that be? Was she hurt that
badl y?

CALE

She took a beating, sir. Shields
are down, mninmal power to their
weapons array. Deflector grid |ooks
pretty weak as well.

TALCRA
Life support?

CALE
Ful ly functional throughout the ship,
so | don't see--

The Jemi Hadar ship EXPLODES in a searing fireball, throw ng
flame and debris everywhere.

Bef ore anyone can react, a huge chunk of the ship's hul

HI TS the Enterprise's shields, rocking the ship. Talora
grabs the back of Cale's chair to stay upright as alarns go
of f at various consol es.

TALORA
Damage report!

CALE
Shields holding. Mninmal damage to
secondary systens.
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GREY
What the hell just happened?
Tal ora shakes her head -- she has no nore idea than anyone
el se.
CUT TGO

I NT. MAJESTI C -- ENGQ NEERI NG

Quinlan is searching the bodies, as Brunn finishes searching
the large room

BRUNN
That's all of them

QUI NLAN
Al right. Go out and search the
adjoining corridors, see if the battle
spilled out there anywhere. Be
careful out there -- the ship's bad
enough that | wouldn't trust the
superstructure if |1 didn't have to.

BRUNN
Yes, sir.

QUI NLAN
And nmake sure you stay in contact.
If for any reason you can't get a
hold of ne, call the Captain.

BRUNN
Under st ood.

He | eaves, as Quinlan continues searching the Jem Hadar

bodi es. Finding nothing of interest, she stands upright and
noves to one of the Engineering consoles. She taps at it,
trying to activate it -- then, she [ ooks at her hand. It is
covered in Jem Hadar bl ood.

QUI NLAN
Yuck. ..

She makes a face and | ooks around for sonething to w pe her
hand on.

Suddenly, there is a CLICK behind her, and a weapon appears
out of nowhere, pressing itself to the back of Quinlan's
neck.

VO CE
Keep perfectly still.

On Quinlan's nervous | ook, we...
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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FADE | N:

ACT TWD

I NT. MAJESTI C -- ENGQ NEERI NG

"Whi spers fromthe O her Roonmt - ACT TWO 19.

As before, with Quinlan nervous and standi ng at phaser poi nt
from an unknown assail ant.

VA CE

Put your hands on your head, fingers

interlaced. Slowy.

She conpl i es.

QUI NLAN
Who are you?

A gl oved hand reaches around and renoves her conmmbadge.

VA CE
That's MY questi on.

Qui nl an | ooks confused and scar ed.

I NT. MAJESTIC -- BRI DGE

CUT TO

Cross is still tinkering with the controls, and Elris stil
searching through the debris -- Wetterling has gone off

sonmewher e.

CRCSS
Even the basic sensor |ogs would be
a nice start right now |If we can
find out how the Dom nion ship
attacked, what new weapons or
technol ogies it used against the
Mpj estic, we can be ready...

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Talora to Captain Cross.

Cross | ooks up.

CRCSS
Cross here.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Tal ora and the others are still
of events,

| NTERCUT:

shaken fromthe sudden turn

but are working diligently to secure the ship and
conti nue on.
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TALORA
The Domi nion ship is destroyed,
Captain. W're starting to investigate
t he debris now.

CROSS' S COW VA CE
You destroyed it?

TALORA
No, sir. It appeared to self-destruct.

| NTERCUT
I NT. MAJESTI C -- BRI DGE
Cross and Elris exchange | ooks.

CROSS
| don't understand. Did they see
you com ng? Were they trying to
protect somnething?

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Unknown, sir. The ship was severely
damaged; |ife support appeared to be
functional, but we failed to detect
any life signs.

CRCSS

(grimy) |
A booby trap, then. They tried to
catch you off guard, lure you in.
Al right, proceed with the debris
search. Be as thorough as possible;
don't overl ook anything that m ght
give us an edge. Understood?

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Understood. Tal ora out.

The intercomis silent. Cross's brows |ower in puzzlenent.
He thinks for a nmoment. Then he suddenly | ooks at Elris,
who catches his nmeaning i medi ately.

ELRI S
The crew. They can't all have died
in the battle. If they weren't on
their ship, where were they?

CRGCSS
Ei t her another ship took them off,

or...
He hesitates, then taps his comrbadge.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Cross to Wetterling. Find anything?
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VETTERLI NG S COW VO CE
Yes sir, | have... and | think you'l
want to see it for yourself. [|'mon
deck two, section G 7.

CRCSS
Stand by there.

He heads for the exit, notioning Elris to follow
CUT TO
I NT. MAJESTI C -- CORRI DOR

Wetterling is standing in the corridor, grimfaced, staring
down at sonething we can't see. Cross and Elris turn the
corner, and stop in their tracks, seeing what Wtterling
sees. Cross's eyes widen, and Elris | ooks at him

ELRI' S

(quietly)
You were right.

CRGCSS
(tappi ng his commbadge)
Cross to Enterprise. Belay that
| ast order, Commander -- the debris
search will have to wait.

We pan around to see, there in the corridor in front of him
a mniature version of the carnage in Engineering. Starfleet
and Jem Hadar bodies, four or five of each, apparently having
fought to the death

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Qur friends never left.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Understood, sir. CQut.

Cross kneels down next to the bodies, studying them while
Elris runs her tricorder over them

ELRI S
However it happened, it was fast.
Al'l deconpressi on danage appears to
be postnortem

CRCSS
They woul dn't have sent in such a
small force. There nust be others.

He taps his conmmbadge again.
CROSS ( CONT' D)

Cross to Quinlan, what's your status
down there?
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No answer.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
Quinlan, do you read ne?

| NTERCUT:
I NT. MAJESTI C -- ENGQ NEERI NG

W see a CLOSE-UP of Quinlan's commbadge, and next to it her
phaser, |ying am dst the bodies and debris in Engineering.
We can hear Cross's voice through the commbadge.

CROSS S COW VA CE
Quinlan, cone in. Are you receiving
me? Quinlan!

| NTERCUT:
I NT. MAJESTIC -- CORRI DOR

Brunn is wal king down the corridor, looking |eft and right
at the junctions. Al is dark, all is quiet... until a
shuffling noise is suddenly heard behind him He whirls
ar ound.

BRUNN
Li eutenant Quinlan? 1Is that you?

He retraces his footsteps, returning to the |ast junction.
Slowy, his back to the wall, he peers around the corridor.

Not hi ng t here.

He pulls his head back, pausing to breathe a small sigh of
nervous relief. This place is clearly giving himthe creeps.
He takes a nonent to get a grip on hinself, and starts to
wal k away.

As he does, a HAND appears from behi nd hi mand touches his
shoul der. Brunn YELLS in surprise and whirls around...

SMASH CUT TO:
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
Gey is sitting at the Engi neering console as before. He is
t appi ng keys, his eyebrows | owered in concentration. After
a moment of this, he | ooks up.

GREY
Commander, | think |I have sonet hing.

Tal ora wal ks back to join himat his station. Gey calls up
a graphic.
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GREY ( CONT' D)
|'ve been going over our sensor |ogs,
scanning all the EM and subspace
bands | could think of. It appears
that the Dom nion ship received an
encrypted data signal two m croseconds
before it self-destructed.

TALORA
Two m croseconds would tend to stretch
t he boundari es of coi ncidence, |
t hi nk.

GREY
Right. The self-destruct nust have
been renotely activated. Which neans
it mght not have been a booby trap
at all.

TALORA
(noddi ng)
They coul d have sinply wanted to get
it out of the way. What about the
source of the signal? Dd it come
fromthe Mjestic?

GREY
Well, that's the sticking point,
ma'am .. According to our sensor
readi ngs, the signal came from
ever ywhere.

Tal ora | ooks at him

TALORA
Ever ywher e?

GREY
Ever ywhere.

TALORA
How i s that possible?

GREY
Vel 1, unless we're caught in a signal
grid larger than a Dyson Sphere, the
signal obviously had to cone froma
particul ar source. The only
explanation | can think of is quantum
di ffusi on.

TALORA
Which is?
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GREY
A way to send a signal w thout giving
away your |ocation. It works Iike

this: all EM and subspace signals
decay as a function of distance,
right? You send your signal on a
particul ar subspace carrier wave,
designed so that upon decaying a
certain anmount -- which corresponds
to the distance to your receiver --

t he signal energy switches over to a
certain quantum resonance frequency.
This makes the energy scatter and
bounce -- same way the photons scatter
when you beam a fl ashlight through
dust, only this is nuch nore
effective. [It's alnobst conpletely
uniform so that the signal at the
receiver's end seens to conme from
everywhere at once.

Tal ora blinks, and | ooks dazed for a second.

TALORA
I had no idea that was even possible.

GREY
It's entirely theoretical. | only
know about it because Y'lan nentioned
it sone nonths ago -- and except
perhaps for the Qtam, nobody has a
clue as to how to actually pull it
of f.

TALORA

And if the Dom nion have devel oped
that kind of technology in the |ast
quarter century...

GREY
...then who knows what el se they've
cone up wth.

Talora | ooks grimfor a | ong nonent, studying the console
readout and thinking. Then she nods at Gey.

TALORA
Stay on it. Anything else you find,
l et ne know.

GREY
Yes, ma' am

He goes back to work as Talora returns to the center seat
and sits down. As she does so, Cale's consol e beeps.
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CALE
Commander, incom ng nmessage from
Starfleet Command. Admral Lynch
cal l'i ng.

TALORA
(under her breath)
Geat...
(1 ouder)
On screen, Lieutenant.

LYNCH
Enterprise, this is Rear Admral
Leland T. Lynch.

TALORA
Yes, Admral ?

LYNCH
W have received your information on
t he Jem Hadar ship, but are just as
much in the dark as you are. W
have no additional information on
the attack on the Mjestic, nor on
any ot her possible Dom nion incursions
into the Al pha Quadrant.

TALORA
Has there been no word fromAdmralty,
or fromStarfleet Intelligence?

LYNCH
They' ve both been inforned, but |
haven't heard back fromthem Then
again, people don't tell Leland T.
Lynch a great deal around here. |
don't know why that m ght be. Do
you, Conmander ?

Tal ora keeps her face carefully neutral.

TALCRA
l"msure | wouldn't know, sir

LYNCH
It's dammed frustrating. Anyway,
pl ease investigate as far as possible,
and keep nme updated of your progress
at all tinmes. At |east then soneone
wll keep me in the | oop

TALORA
We had simlar hopes, sir.

no- nonsense face and a

25.

The main viewscreen lights up with the face of ADM RAL LYNCH
an elderly gentleman with a hard,
gol d uniform
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LYNCH
O course you did. Take care of
yourself out there. Leland T. Lynch
out .

The viewscreen flicks off. Talora's eyes narrowinto slits.

CUT TO
I NT. MAJESTIC -- CORRI DOR

We | ook frominside the pressurized corridor as the bul khead
| eading to the nmakeshift airlock opens, revealing Cross,
Elris and Wetterling. They wal ked out into the corridor,
removing their helnmets as they do so. Elris scans with a
tricorder and Cross and Wetterling pan around, their phasers
at the ready.

ELRI' S
No sign of anyone. Engineering is
just around the corner.

CRCSS
That's where |I'd be. Cone on.

He | eads them around the corner, and into...
I NT. MAJESTI C -- ENG NEERI NG - - CONTI NUOUS

They react at the bodies lying on the ground. Wtterling is
vi si bly shaken by the sight, but keeps it together. Elris
scans as Cross steps forward, surveys the bodies... then

spots the combadge and phaser |lying on the ground. He kneels
down and exam nes the conmbadge cl osely.

CRGCSS
Quinlan's. No sign of Brunn anywhere.

VETTERLI NG
Shall | go out and search, sir?

CRGCSS
Not yet.
(tappi ng his commbadge)
Tal ora, do you read?

| NTERCUT:
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As before.

TALORA
Loud and cl ear, Captain.
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CROSS S COW VA CE
Elris, Wetterling and | are in
Engi neering. Quinlan and Brunn are
m ssing. Quinlan's combadge and

phaser are here -- along with nore
Jem Hadar bodies. A dozen or so.
Still no life signs, but 1'd bet

there are nore of themin the
pressurized sections. W need a
search party, heavily arned.

TALCRA
Aye, sir. Wth your perm ssion,
"Il lead it nyself. M... experience

may prove useful

CROCSS S COW VA CE

G ant ed.

TALORA
Gey, with me. Cale, you have the
Bri dge.

She stands and | eads G ey off the Bridge. Cale starts to
stand up, but pauses when Cross's voi ce cones back

CRCSS' S COwW VA CE
M. Cale, | want you to | ook for
life signs again, this time with a
| evel 2 scan. Concentrate on the
pressurized sections.

CALE
Aye, sir.

He sits back down at Ops and taps keys, nuttering sonething
to hinmself. Stolt, at Helm |ooks over at him

STOLT
What was that?

CALE
Just thinking out loud. Not nuch
sense in scanning is all.

STOLT
They m ght still be alive.

CALE
Under the tender mnistrations of
t he Jeni Hadar ?

Stolt, having no i medi ate answer for that, turns back to
his station. Cale continues tapping keys for a nonent.
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CALE ( CONT' D)
Cale to Cross. Aside fromthe three
of you there in Engineering, |'m not
pi cking up anything on the Mjestic.

| NTERCUT
I NT. MAJESTI C -- ENG NEERI NG
Cross sighs heavily.

CRGCSS
Understood. Has there been any
contact from Starfl eet Command?

CALE' S COW VO CE
Yes, sir, a few m nutes ago we spoke
wth Rear Admral Lynch

CROSS
(gri maci ng)
No help there, then. Al right,
Cale. Continue periodic scans, and
let nme know if you find anything --
or if you hear from sonmeone ot her
t han Leland T.

CALE' S COW VO CE
Under st ood, Capt ai n.

Cross stands upright as Talora, Gey, and half a dozen
security guards materialize in Engineering. He turns to
themas they take in the sight of the bodies and react.

CROSS
G ad you could make it, Commander
TALORA
My... pleasure, sir.
CROSS
We'll split into pairs to search for
Quinlan and Brunn -- everyone keep

your partner in sight at all tines.
This deck and the one below it are
pressurized, as are a nunber of
Jefferies tubes in the nearby decks --
it's afair bet that's where they're
hi ding. Take nothing for granted,

and contact the rest of us if you

find anything at all. Everyone clear?

Everyone nods.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Let's nove.
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They start noving out of Engineering.

CUT TO
I NT. MAJESTI C -- STORAGE ROOM

EXTREME CLOSE- UP of Quinlan's face, as she SCREAMS bl oody
mur der .

After a few painful seconds of this, she stops scream ng,
and we pull back to see that she is, in fact, alone in the
room She is securely restrained to a chair in the mddle
of the small room her face red fromscreamng -- not in
pain, but sinply to be heard. She catches her breath for a
few seconds, then starts scream ng again.

The door opens and a Jem Hadar wal ks in. He w nces, very
slightly, at the racket Quinlan is making. He steps forward,
| ooks down at her as she pauses again. Wen he speaks, we
can tell by the voice that it is the sane person who found
her in Engi neering.

JEM HADAR
Pl ease stop scream ng.

Quinlan, glaring up at him grins viciously... then starts
into another |oud scream The Jenml Hadar pauses for a second --
then, with terrifying abruptness, SLAPS Quinlan hard across
the face. Her head recoils fromthe inpact, then she turns

to look at him her |ip bl eeding.

JEM HADAR ( CONT' D)
(patiently)
| can be polite, or I can hurt you.
How woul d you have it?

Quinlan | ooks at the large creature with hatred.

QUI NLAN
What do you want from ne?

JEM HADAR
As |'ve already indicated to you,
Mss Quinlan, I want answers. Nothing
nore or |ess.

QUI NLAN
You sound nore intelligent than
woul d have expected, scunbag, so
per haps the phrase "nanme, rank and
serial nunber" neans sonething to
you?
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JEM HADAR
(smling)
It does -- and it is a much |arger

concessi on than we Jen Hadar woul d
ever nmake to an eneny. A weakness
of your species, perhaps.

QUI NLAN
Yeah, well, you won't soon be getting
any answers out of this particular

weakl i ng.

The Jem Hadar takes a step back, spreads his hands in
supplication

JEM HADAR
Yet the question that is forenost on
ny mnd is very sinple, and very
reasonable. It is this: why have
you attacked us?

Quinlan | ooks at himin disbelief.

QUI NLAN
Wiy have | attacked you?

JEM HADAR
That is what | have been instructed
to find out fromyou. Nothing nore
or less. | shouldn't think it would
pl ace a great strain on your
intelligence, or on your sense of
duty. | do not ask for vital tactical
information, or intrude upon your
sexual history, do I?

As he paces around Quinlan's chair, his feet kick a netal
rod of some sort, about twenty centineters |ong, toward
Quinlan's feet. Neither of themnotice -- Quinlan is stil
| ooki ng at the Jem Hadar incredul ously.

QUI NLAN
That drug you're all supposed to
take -- does it warp your nenory or

sonet hi ng?

The Jenmi Hadar | ooks at her bl ankly.

JEM HADAR
No.
QUI NLAN
(rolling her eyes)
That was a joke. It was sarcasm
JEM HADAR

Ah -- hunor. What was its purpose?

30.
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QUI NLAN
I"'mtelling you that you attacked
me, not the other way around! You
captured nme in Engineering, and took
me here against ny will. | didn't
attack you. And it's pretty clear
that you and your friends invaded
the Majestic -- we sure didn't invade
one of your ships, or kill a bunch
of your conrades.

JEM HADAR
Pl ease don't profess ignorance, M ss
Quinlan. It is a waste of our tine,
and an insult to our intelligence.

QUI NLAN
It's awmfully hard to insult something
t hat doesn't exist.

The Jeml Hadar blinks and frowns for a nonent.

JEM HADAR
Was that anot her exanple of hunor?

QUI NLAN
Yes.

The Jenmi Hadar nods in understanding. Then, at |ightning
speed, he SLAPS her across the face again. He then leans in
very close to her, takes her by the chin and | ooks her in
the eye, their noses al nbst touching.

JEM HADAR
(hi ssing)
If you do not give me the answers we
are looking for, and soon, you wll
di scover exactly how hunorless | am
Do you under st and?

Quinlan only glares at him

CUT TO
I NT. MAJESTIC -- CORRI DOR

Talora and Grey wal k slowy down one of the pressurized
corridors, she with phaser at the ready, he with tricorder.
The lights in this section are flickering; there is not as
much damage and debris as tends to be el sewhere.

GREY
The pressurized section extends
anot her twel ve neters around that
corner. After that, it's all vacuum
( MORE)
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GREY ( CONT' D)
According to the sensors, there's
nowhere el se on the Majestic where

sonmeone m ght have survived... this.
TALORA
Wien it cones to this ship, | find
nysel f somewhat... skeptical of our
sensor readi ngs.
GREY
You think something's interfering
wi th then?
TALORA

Interfering or deceiving. There

nmust be sonething on this ship that
we haven't accounted for yet; Quinlan
and Brunn did not vanish into thin
air.

They round the corner to find, a dozen nmeters ahead of them
an energency bul khead sl amred into place... and Iying on the
deck in front of the emergency door, a human head.

Just a head. Nothing else.

Talora and Grey look at it for a long nonent, silent. Then
her face unusually full of sorrow, Talora heaves a great
si gh.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
| thought ny war was over.

Gey only nods grimy. They turn and, |eaving the gruesone
sight behind them continue their sweep of the corridors.
They sinply walk in silence for a nonent when, suddenly, the
tricorder BEEPS. Gey looks at it.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
What is it?

GREY
I't--

He frowns.

GREY ( CONT' D)
It's gone, whatever it was. An energy
readi ng, about forty meters from
here, in that direction.

He points off in one direction. Talora frowns.
TALORA

That would be in a corridor w thout
life support.
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GREY
Yeah. But... there are a few
Jefferies tubes out that way which
are still pressurized. | think
Wetterling and D raja were assigned
t here.

Tal ora taps her conmbadge.

TALORA
Talora to Cross.

There is no response.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Tal ora to anyone.

Si | ence.

GREY
You seeing a pattern here? | think
sonething is definitely messing with
sensors and communi cations. The new
and i nmproved Dom ni on technol ogy.

TALORA
W' || need an access hatch to get
into the Jefferies network.

GREY
Shoul d be right back here.

He | eads her a little ways back the way they cane, until
they cone to a door in the wall. G ey operates the manua
rel ease, and pulls the door open. It leads into...

I NT. MAJESTIC -- ACCESS ROOM -- CONTI NUCUS

A small roomw th a | adder going up and down, and hatches
that lead into the maintenance shafts, slightly smaller than
man-si zed, on each wall. Gey |ooks at the tricorder

GREY
No sign of the energy readi ng now,
but if | renenber correctly, we can
get to that site through here.

He steps up to the hatch opposite fromthe door through which
they entered, opens a panel next to it and tinkers with its

i nner workings. Talora, phaser held at the ready eyes the
hatch warily.

TALORA
I thought Sovereign class ships were
supposed to have |l arger Jefferies
t ubes.
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GREY
These are the larger ones. Wy, are
you cl austrophobi c?

TALORA
No.

He | ooks at her.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Really. 1'mnot.

He shrugs, and goes back to his tinkering.

GREY
Believe nme, this is nothing. You
know what the Jefferies tubes on the
Enterprise are |ike, of course, but
you shoul d have seen the ones on the
ol d Akira class vessels. They were
barely | arge enough for a Betazoid
dart-ostrich to pass through. So,
it could be worse.

He finishes his tinkering, and pulls the hatch open. An
instant |ater, his eyes widen, and he JUWS out of the way

as phaser fire FLASHES out of the hatch froma ways down the
tube. Talora manages to duck past it just in tine. They
press thensel ves against the wall as several nore shots FLASH
past. They | ook at each other.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Don't say it.

They stay out of the way, as phaser fire continues to erupt
fromthe hatch, and we...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

I NT. MAJESTI C -- ACCESS ROOM

Conti nuous action fromAct Two. Cross and Elris run into

the room phaser rifles at the ready, and take safe positions
outside of the line of fire. They speak over the fire --
every so often, Talora |leans over to fire a couple shots of
her own down the Jefferies tube.

ELRI S
We heard the shots.

GREY
W were followi ng an energy reading
in the mai ntenance shafts. Looks
i ke about three or four Jem Hadar,
down at the first access junction.

Talora | eans around, squeezes off several nore shots, then
ducks away as nore phaser fire comes down the corridor toward
her.

TALORA
It looks like there's a Vorta with
them But as it now stands, we're
in a stalemate. Can you call the

ot hers?

CRCSS
Qur communi cators aren't working in
this section... Let's try for a

capture; the Vorta m ght know where
our officers are being held.
Suggesti ons?

GREY
There's a power phase inhibitor down
at that junction -- if we can hit

that wwth a blast, the explosion
woul d set off a |localized shock wave,
i ncapacitating everyone there. W
could take themalive, interrogate
themlater. But it's a very snal
target to hit -- you' d need sone
shar p shooti ng.

TALORA
| could do it.

CRCSS
Fine. Now, let's see if we can give
you the time you need for a good
shot . ..
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ELRI S
You don't suppose we could just ask
them do you?

Tal ora, noving slowy, peers around the corner into the
Jefferies tube. She quickly pulls it out again as another
round of phaser fire conmes down the hatch

TALORA
No, | don't.

Cross, neanwhile, is |ooking around the access room His
eyes eventually fall on a panel built into the floor in one
corner of the room He |ooks at that panel for a | ong nonent,
then | ooks at G ey.

CROSS
Erik.
G ey looks at him Cross points down to the panel. Gey
| ooks at it, then | ooks back up at Cross. Slowy, he smles.
GREY
You t hinki ng what |'mthinking,
Capt ai n?
CROSS

Can you do it?

GREY
Hol d that thought.

He | eans down, opens the panel, and begins maki ng adj ustnents
tothe circuitry inside of it. This continues for a |ong
noment as Talora and Cross continue to exchange sporadic

fire wwth the Jem Hadar. Finally, Gey |ooks up

GREY ( CONT' D)
It's ready, but it won't last nore
than a couple of seconds.

CRCSS
"1l tell you when. Doctor, get
into position.

Tal ora takes a position behind the opposite corner of the
hatch, as Tal ora stands behind Cross. A beat, then Cross
nods. He and Talora | ean around the corner and FlI RE severa
qui ck phaser bursts down the shaft. They pull back --

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Now

G ey nmakes a final adjustnment, and a force field SNAPS into

pl ace at the entrance to the shaft. A second |ater, Jenl Hadar
phaser bursts hit the force field... and BOUNCE back the way

t hey cane.
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W hear the screans of a Jeni Hadar as he is hit with his own
fire, and at the same tine the force field goes down.

Cross taps Talora on the shoul der, and she noves around him
to kneel at the entrance to the shaft. As Cross and Tal ora
provide covering fire, Elris ainms her phaser.. squints...

i nhal es... and FI RES.

There is an explosion, followi ng by a reverberati ng GONG
sound as the shockwave is released at the far junction.
Then, silence.

Tal ora takes a deep breath as she stands up and | ooks down
the corridor. Al is quiet.

GREY
Ni ce shooting, Conmander.

TALORA
Thank you.

Cross in the lead, they enter the shaft one by one and crouch-
wal k to the other end, where they arrive at...

I NT. MAJESTI C -- ACCESS JUNCTI ON -- CONTI NUCUS

The bodi es of several Jeml Hadar and one Vorta lie on the
floor in the access junction. Elris and Grey scan themwth
their tricorders.

ELRI S

They all survived the shockwave.
CRCSS

Condi ti on?
GREY

Bad to worse.

Cross kneel s down next to the Vorta and turns his unconsci ous
formover. He |ooks down at his face, eyes filled w th anger,
his lips curled into an al nost-sneer. He |ooks up at the

ot hers.

CROSS
W'l take themall back with us.
Tal ora peers at him
TALORA
To Sickbay, of course...
CRCSS
For now. Then... | suppose they'l|

get what they deserve. Doctor, |
assunme you can safely renove the
Vorta's term nation inplant?
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ELRI S
Yes, but | have to renove it before
he wakes up, or he'll trigger it.
CRGCSS
Then let's get them back to
Engi neering -- we can still beam
back fromthere. Gey, you'll stay
behind on the Majestic and find the
others fromthe Enterprise -- tel
themto hold positions for now
W' || see what information we can
get.
GREY
Ri ght.

They each start hauling an unconsci ous person toward the
exit.

CUT TO
I NT. MAJESTIC -- SMALL ROOM

Quinlan is still in her chair, alone once nore. Her face
now sports several |arge bruises, and her nose is bl eeding.
She is in obvious pain, but remains alert as she | ooks around
t he room

After several seconds of |ooking, her eyes fall upon the

thin metal rod by her feet. She has noticed it for the first
time, and after a second of puzzling -- probably over where

it came from-- she shrugs and starts shuffling her feet to
catch the rod in between her boots. After a nonent of effort,
she succeeds.

QUI NLAN
Aunt Shannon said that | could have
been a great gymast. Let's see if
she was right...

She then extends her |egs straight outward in front of her,

still gripping the nmetal rod with her feet. Gunting, she
flicks her boots backwards and apart at the sane tine. The
nmetal rod FLIES back toward her -- and |ands neatly into her
| ap.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
That was too easy.

Wth a bit of |eaning and groaning, she nmanages to get the
metal rod into one of her restrained hands. Just then, she
hears footsteps just outside the door. Quickly, she tucks
the rod under her wist -- just as the door opens, admtting
t he Jem Hadar from before. The netal rod hidden, Quinlan

| ooks up at himw th a sickeningly sweet smle.
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QU NLAN ( CONT' D)
You nust really enjoy nmy conpany.

JEM HADAR
| thought you'd like to know that
your Captain and shi pmates have |eft
the Majestic. They have abandoned
you.

QUI NLAN
(scof fing)
| don't believe you. And even if |
did, they' |l be back for me. W
Starfleet folks tend to be stubborn.

JEM HADAR
Fool i sh woul d have been ny choice of
wor ds.

QUI NLAN
You say to-nmay-to, | say to-mah-to.

The Jemi Hadar bl i nks at her.

JEM HADAR
I must also tell you that, given
your unwi | I ingness to cooperate, you
may very soon cease to be useful to
us. And if there's one thing we
Jem Hadar never allow, it's a person
outliving her useful ness.

QUI NLAN
| already told you. W did not attack
you -- you attacked us.

JEM HADAR

We know for a fact that it was a
Starfl eet vessel that attacked us.

QUI NLAN
A Starfleet vessel? GCee... you
woul dn't happen to nmean the one we're
standi ng on, would you? And I
probably woul dn't bl ame them
consi dering your attitude problem..

The Jem Hadar, growling, |eans down very close to her.
Quinlan I ooks himin the eye.

JEM HADAR
You give nme answers, human, or..

QUI NLAN
O what? You'll hit ne?
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She smles sweetly again. The Jem Hadar stares at her a
nonment | onger, then stands upright.

JEM HADAR
I will return soon. Consider
carefully your actions when | do.

He turns on his heel and nmarches out of the room \Wen the
doors close, Quinlan exhales a sigh of relief and takes the
netal rod out from under her wi st.

QUI NLAN
Definitely too easy..

She bends down, nmanages to catch the nmetal rod in her teeth,
and starts working at the | ock nmechani smof her armrestraint,
novi ng her head this way and that to mani pul ate the rod.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise and the crippled Myjestic, still drifting
next to one anot her.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

Three Jem Hadar are lying in the biobeds, one with a sheet
covering his entire body. As we watch, Toran pulls up a
sheet to cover the body of another. Elris enmerges fromthe
surgical bay and | ooks at the body.

ELRI S
That one didn't make it either, huh?

TORAN
The cranial trauma was too nuch for
him And for a Jem Hadar, that's
saying a lot. Nunmber three is going
to make it, however. |'m keeping
himin restraints for the tine being.
Any probl emrenoving the inplant?

ELRI S
None. It was exactly as our records
said it would be -- they haven't

nodified it over the years. The
Vorta was beanmed directly to the

bri g.

TORAN
Vel |, hopefully they can get sonething
out him

Elris |ooks at the two dead bodi es on the biobeds, her face
unr eadabl e.
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CUT TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI G
The Vorta, whose name we will learn is REES, sits in the
smal | security cell, clutching his head and wincing. Talora
stands in front of the force field, |ooking at him
TALORA
Are you in pain?
REES
No.
TALORA

Ah. You're wondering why your
termnation inplant isn't functioning.

The Vorta | ooks at her in surprise. She smles slightly.

REES
You deactivated it? That's
i mpossi bl e.

TALORA

| suppose the Federation and the
Dom ni on have both cone a | ong way
since last we net. You have quantum
refraction, untraceable sensor
transporter and conmuni cation

i nhibitors, and the Gods know what

el se. W also have some new toys.

The Vorta | ooks away, discouraged.

REES
You're the ship that attacked us, |
assune.
Tal ora frowns.
TALORA

The ship that attacked you? | don't
under st and.

REES
| should have known. We shoul d not
have cone back

The door leading to the corridor opens, and Cross enters.

Tal ora notices himand quickly flashes hima | ook. She nouths
the words "Stay there!" Cross, looking fromher to the cell --
he is not yet visible to the Vorta -- picks up her meaning

and stays back against the wall, listening, his face

si meri ng.
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TALORA
Do you nmean that the Majestic attacked
your ship? You were on board the
Mpj estic, so--

REES
I mean the ship that attacked the
Maj esti c!

TALORA

The Jeni Hadar vessel ?

REES
No! The Federation ship!

Tal ora and Cross exchange confused | ooks.

TALORA
Per haps we should start fromthe
begi nning. Wo are you, and why
were you on board the Majestic?

The Vorta sighs and clutches his head again.

REES
My nane is Rees. | was... part of a
detachnment fromthe Jen Hadar vessel
you spotted on board the Mjestic.

TALORA
Wy ?

Rees says not hi ng.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
What was your m ssion, M. Rees?

Rees still says not hing.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
What were you doing in the Al pha
Quadrant? Wy were you on the
Mpj estic?

42.

Rees | eans back, sighs, and | ooks at Tal ora, saying not hing.

Tal ora | ooks at Cross, who is quietly seething, then turns

back to Rees.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Al right. You and your nen were on
the Majestic for sone reason when
all of a sudden..

REES
A Federati on vessel attacked us
W t hout war ni ng.
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TALORA
How do you know it was a Federation
shi p?
REES
| was standing next to a w ndow.
TALORA
Conveni ent. But sonething confuses
me, Rees -- why would a Starfl eet

vessel attack one of its own?
The Vorta leans forward, |ooks Talora in the eye.

REES
| don't know. You tell ne.

Near by, unnoticed by either one, Cross clenches his fists.

TALORA
And you claimit was the Enterprise
t hat attacked you?

REES
| didn't see the nanme on the ship --
it was some di stance away, and | was
too busy running for ny life to notice
the finer details. But it was
unm st akably a Federation ship. And
t hen you happen to show up m nutes
later. Do you expect ne to believe
that's a coinci dence?

Wt hout responding, Talora picks up a nearby padd, fiddles
with the controls for a nonent, then shows the display screen
to Rees. Rees stands and approaches the force field, staring
at the screen. W see that it is showng the outline of a
Phoeni x cl ass starship.

REES ( CONT' D)
No. That's not it.

TALORA
Then it was not the Enterprise who
attacked you.

REES
Per haps, perhaps not. | can only
speak to what | saw Starfleet firing
upon Starfleet. The mghty Federation
turning upon itself. Honestly,
Commander -- with such corruption
and disorder in your fleet, it's a
wonder you've survived all these
years.
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Cross finally explodes. He steps out of his hiding place
and in front of the force field before Talora can react, his
eyes burning into the Vorta.

CRCSS
Corruption? Disorder? Speak al
t he Dom ni on propaganda you want,
but there's one thing you cannot
deny and shoul d not doubt: the Al pha
Quadrant woul d sooner go down in
flames than submt to your kind of
“order."

Rees | ooks at Cross evenly, appraising him

REES
You nust be Captain Cross. |[|'ve
heard of you

TALCRA
Capt ai n. .

CRCSS
I"mnot finished! Just |ook at
yoursel f, a sightless, inhuman
m ddl eman, acting on the whimof a
bunch of shapeshifting freaks!

Tal ora | ooks at her Captain, w de-eyed.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
And let's not forget your puppets,
t he Jeni Hadar, those nonsters who
live for no purpose other than to
mur der innocent peopl e!

REES
Interesting words comng fromthe
But cher of Coul ar.
Cross reacts as though slapped. Rees smiles faintly.

REES ( CONT' D)

Oh yes, |1've heard about that as
well. Several hundred wonen and
children -- Klingons, weren't they?

Wth a SCREAM of prinmal rage, and oblivious to the force
field separating them Cross raises his fist and | unges at
the Vorta. Before hitting the force field, Talora grabs
Cross by the arns and restrains him H s teeth clenched,
murder in his eyes, Cross speaks over his shoul der

CRCSS
Let go of me, Commander. This is
bet ween - -
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TALORA
At ease, Captain! Step into the
corridor! Now

Cross is taken aback by the directness of her words, and the
authority in her voice. After a |long noment, Cross rel axes
and allows Talora to escort himinto the corridor, glaring
at Rees the whole tine.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUOUS

Talora leads Cross into the corridor. As the doors close,
Cross shakes free of Talora's grip and paces in front of
her, clenching and uncl enching his fists.

CROSS
Hi s kind nurdered nmy parents. They
murdered ny sister. They nurdered
mllions of people, and then they
turn around and tell pe how civilized
bei ngs shoul dn't behave! They have
no right... no right...

He stops pacing, calmng hinmself dowm. He stands quietly
for a nonment, Talora watching himcalnmy.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
You were in the war, Talora. You
don't talk about it, but I knowit
wasn't a pleasure cruise for you
How can you | ook at him and not...

He | ooks at her, his nouth open, searching for the words.
Talora sinmply continues to | ook at him saying not hing,
waiting. Finally, Cross nods.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
This is why you didn't want me
involved. | think | understand.

TALCRA
I hope so.

He | ooks away, and sighs.

CRGCSS
"Il be in ny ready room Keep ne
inforned. It's in your hands now.
TALORA
Aye, Captai n.

He nods, gives her a final glance, then wal ks down the
corridor. Talora watches himleave, then steps back into the
bri g.
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CUT TO
I NT. MAJESTIC -- SMALL ROOM

The doors to the room open, and the Jeni Hadar steps in. He
| ooks at the chair, and frowns.

The chair is enpty.

The Jem Hadar SNARLS, and turns to his left to check the
corner. As he does so, Quinlan emerges fromthe shadows
behi nd hi m and BASHES t he Jenm Hadar over the head with a
| arge core sanpling rod.

The Jem Hadar crunples to the ground, recovers quickly and
stands to face his opponent -- but not quickly enough.
Quinlan delivers a KICK to his abdonen, sending himspraw ing
backwards. He regains his feet, not quite steadily, and
groms at Quinlan. Quinlan holds the core sanpler like a
basebal | player ready to swng. A smrk appears on her
battered face.

QUI NLAN
You want anot her piece of ne, tall,
dark and ugly?

The Jem Hadar SCREAMS and | unges at her. Quinlan SWNGS

He tries to duck out of the way, but Quinlan is the faster

of the two -- she delivers a solid blowto the Jem Hadar's
shoul der, knocking himaside. Wthout mssing a beat, Quinlan
whirls around, noving with the nmonentum of the core sanpler's
rebound, and delivers another blow, this tinme to the base of
the Jeml Hadar's skull. The Jeni Hadar col | apses to the ground,
barely consci ous, noaning softly.

Qui nl an pauses to catch her breath, then drops the core
sanpl er, reaches down and takes the Jeni Hadar's phaser from
its holster. Then she draws herself up to her full height
and | ooks down at him

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
I don't know if you can understand
me, or if you even care, but | am
going to say this for the last tine.
W di d NOT!

She KICKS himin the guts.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
ATTACK!

Anot her KICK to the guts.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
You!
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A final kick, to the Jemi Hadar's face. He winds up on his
back, unconscious, his face bleeding. Quinlan gives hima
final, contenptuous |ook, then exits the roominto...

I NT. MAJESTI C -- ACCESS JUNCTI ON -- CONTI NUCUS

Energing fromthe storage room Quinlan surveys her possible
routes of escape. Several Jefferies tube shafts branch out
fromthis junction, but all except one are seal ed by energency
bul kheads. Quinlan walks to the one that isn't seal ed..

and hears faint voices, grow ng |ouder. Moving quickly, she
stuffs the Jenm Hadar phaser into her belt, nounts the | adder
in the center of the junction, and clinbs upward. W follow
her up the | adder, until she reaches...

I NT. MAJESTI C -- ANOTHER ACCESS JUNCTI ON -- CONTI NUCUS

She ascends into the room clinbs off of the |adder, and

| ooks around. There are nore Jefferies tubes leading off in
different directions, each of themclosed with an ordinary
hatch. None of them | ooks any different from any ot her.

She | ooks around for a nonent.

QUI NLAN
Luck of the draw, Jen.

She chooses one of the hatches, seenmingly at random and
opens it.

I NT. MAJESTIC -- JEFFERI ES TUBE -- CONTI NUOUS

W watch fromthe entrance of the tube as the hatch opens
and Quinlan | ooks inside. W cannot see what she sees...
but the reaction on her face is clear enough. Surprise,
followed by dismay and resignation. She sighs heavily.

QUI NLAN
Qops.

VA CE
Al right, Lieutenant Quinlan, you've
made your point.

Quinlan | ooks at the source of the voice, her face surprised
again -- but before she can respond, another VORTA cones up
behind her, smling, and renoves the Jem Hadar phaser from
her unresisting hand.

CUT TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI G

Tal ora and Rees are as before, Rees sitting on the bunk once
nore, shaking his head.
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REES
| can see why you're conducting the
interrogation and not him To be
honest, Commander, | don't know why
you woul d serve with him

Talora glares at the Vorta.

TALORA
W all have our pasts to bear.
Captain Cross has shown hinself to
be an out standi ng comrandi ng of ficer;
there is no one in Starfleet whom
I'"d rather serve under.

REES
If you say so. But whatever else
you m ght think about us, we do have
a sense of norality. There are many
val ues which we share.

TALORA
W' | | discuss that another tine.
Right now, I"'mnore interested in
your m ssion here in the Al pha
Quadr ant .

Rees sighs again, |eaning back against the wall.
REES

| thought | had nade it clear that I
will

not discuss it.
TALORA
Wiy? What do you stand to | ose?
REES
| sinply have no reason to trust
you.
TALORA

Nor do | have a reason to trust you
The difference between us is that
you're in a security cell, while I
suffer no discerni bl e disadvant age
frommy mstrust.

REES
How woul d | - -

He breaks off, frowning. He |ooks away into space for a
noment, concentrating. Talora |ooks at him puzzled.
Finally, Rees |ooks back at Tal ora.

REES ( CONT' D)
Al right.

48.
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Tal ora bl i nks.

TALORA
Al right what?
REES
Al right, 1'll explain to you why

we are here. Better still, "Il
take you to the | eader of our..
del egation to the Al pha Quadrant.
He can expl ain.

He rises, and stands in the mddle of his cell, waiting.
Tal ora continues to | ook at him puzzl ed.

TALORA
| don't understand. Wat has caused
t hi s sudden change of heart?

REES
It was not ny decision, but our
| eader's. He has decided to trust
you, and asks for a neeting.

TALORA
And when did he tell you this?

REES
Just now.

Slowy, a | ook of conprehension cones over Talora's face.

TALORA
A subdernmal transceiver

REES

(smling)
Cl ose enough -- actually a cranial
i mpl ant using a disguised carrier
wave. As you've pointed out, we've
devel oped sonme new toys since our
| ast neeting. |In any case, our
del egati on now waits aboard the
Mpj estic. Once there, your prisoners
will be released to you, and
everything will be expl ai ned.

TALORA
No conditions?

Rees | ooks away and is quiet for a noment -- he appears to
be listening to sonething. Then he | ooks back at Tal ora.

REES
No conditions, but one suggestion.
Per haps your Captain should not be
present for this initial neeting...
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CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise and the Majestic, still drifting together
anmong the stars.

I NT. MAJESTIC -- ACCESS JUNCTI ON

It's the sane Junction that Quinlan clinbed into earlier.

W watch as Talora, Grey, Rees, and an Enterprise SECURI TY
OFFICER (N.D.) materialize in the shimer of a transporter
beam They | ook around. Rees steps up to the Jefferies

t ube hatch that Quinlan had gone through before, closed once
agai n.

REES
Through here.

Tal ora nods at him He keys the panel, and the hatch opens.
He then |l eads the others into...

I NT. MAJESTIC -- JEFFERI ES TUBE -- CONTI NUOUS

As the four of thementer, their faces, all but Rees's react
appropriately to the sight before them

Several dozen people -- Federation officers mxed in with

Jem Hadar and Vorta, sitting or standing in the Jefferies
tube. No one |ooks particularly alarned or agitated at their
entrance. No one says anything, but a few Federation officers
and Vorta nod at the Enterprise crew as they nmake their way

t hrough the m xed crowd.

GREY
Quite a party.

REES
After the attack, we determ ned that
this was the safest place on the
ship, and noved all the survivors in

her e.
Around a corner, we see, |eaning against a wall, Quinlan and
Br unn.
GREY
Jen! Ensign Brunn -- are you two
okay?
BRUNN
Fi ne, Commander. Nothing hurt except
ny pride.
QUI NLAN

Yeah, Steve got off easy.
( MORE)
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QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
| enjoyed the conpany of a friendly
nei ghbor hood Jeni Hadar zeal ot.

GREY
Your face... M God, what did they
do to you?

QUI NLAN

Oh, that's nothing conpared to how
they snelled to ne....

TALORA
But why? None of the others appear
to have been mstreated -- why did

they do this to you?

VO CE (O S.)
W had to nmake sure of you

It is the same voice as before -- again, we cannot see its
source. Talora and conpany turn to look at it. After a
nonent, Talora takes a step forward.

TALORA
You' re a Founder.
VO CE (O S.)
And you're a Romulan. | had heard

that you and the Federation were on

better terns, but | nust admt | am

surprised to see a Rormulan wearing a
Starfleet uniform

TALORA
What, exactly, did you have to be
sure of ?

VO CE (O S.)

That you weren't our attackers. |
ordered one of the soldiers to give
Mss Quinlan... special treatnent.

| personally despise the nethods,

but the risks in this situation were
too great to be |l ess than certain.

| have apol ogi zed to the Lieutenant
for mstreating her -- and for what
it's worth, she made an excel |l ent
show of herself.

Tal ora | ooks at Quinlan, who smles and shrugs.
QUI NLAN
As | used to say when we were kids,
you shoul d' ve seen the other guy.

Tal ora nods, then turns back to the voice.
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TALORA
| take it you're the |eader of the
Dom ni on peopl e here?

VOCE (O S.)
| am
TALORA
Way are you here?
VOCE (O S.)
Because Captain Garcia invited us
for a tour of the Majestic. In a
br oader sense, however, | am here as
an Anbassador for the Dom nion.
TALORA
Anbassador... | think | understand

now. You're here to negotiate peace
with the Federation.

Slowmy, we pan away fromtheir faces, toward the source of
t he voi ce.

VO CE (O S.)
Not just the Federation. | have
returned to sue for peace with al
of the major Al pha Quadrant powers,
if possible. The tine has come to
| eave the past where it bel ongs.

GREY
You' ve returned. Does that nean
you' ve been here before?

We finally pan around to the source of the voice... and there
is no mstaking who this Changeling is. He stands there,
large as life, and | ooking not a day ol der than when we [ ast
saw hi m

©D.0)
It's been a long tine, but | am
certainly no stranger here.
On ODO s sol enm expression, we...
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE | N:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI EFI NG ROOM

The doors open, and Cross enters the conference room Two

steps into the room he stops, and stares at the roonis other

occupant .

On the other side of the room Odo slowy turns fromthe
| arge wi ndows to | ook at Cross. He nods respectfully.

DO

Captain Cross.
CRCSS

Anbassador Odo.
oDO

You conmand a magni ficent starship.
CRCSS

(sl owy)

And you're standing on it.

He says it as if he can't believe it hinself. He continues
to stare at Odo, his face unreadable. Odo nods to hinself.

©D.0)
Commander Talora told me of your
experiences with ny people. | won't
attenpt to assuage the anger you
must feel. But | think you should
know, if you don't already, that I
returned to ny people--

CRCSS
Yes. You did.

Odo pauses a beat.

©D.0)
| returned to ny people after the
war, to change all that.

CRCSS
You're one of them If it was sinply
an accident of your birth, then
perhaps | could bring nyself to
understand, but it wasn't. You chose
to be anong them

©D.0)
They are ny peopl e.

Cross takes a couple steps toward him his eyes burning.
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CRCSS
And Bajor, and the Federation? They
were what, chopped liver?

@D 0]
| performed nmy duty to them | did
the best that | could for all sides.

CRCSS
You're a traitor

Qdo sighs, folds his arnms, and scow s at Cross.

©D.0)
"Il accept your judgnment of mny past
actions, reasonable or not, for the
tinme being. If | had to justify
nyself to you, a man who holds a
personal grudge agai nst the Dom nion,
then we woul d have a problem But |
don't.

CROSS
I know -- | received word from
Starfleet Command a few m nutes ago.
They are choosing to proceed with
the peace initiative... which, it
seens, they knew about all al ong.
They ordered nme to tell you that
t hey neither caused nor condone the
attack on the Majestic and your own
ship, and are investigating the matter
as we speak.

©D.0)
That's good news.

CRGCSS
So you say.

Cross continues to glare at Odo as the Changeling pulls out
a chair at the conference table and sits.

©D.0)
Si x days ago, | piloted a one-nman
scouting ship through the wornhol e,
and made contact w th Federation
officials at Deep Space Nine. The
Federation and the Ronul an Enpire
agreed to the peace proposal, and
when last | heard, the Klingons were
giving it serious consideration.

CRCSS
Wiy do you come to seek peace? Wy
now, of all tines?

54.
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DO
It had to happen sonetinme. And this
seened a good tinme -- |ong enough

t hat much of the bad bl ood between

t he Al pha and Ganma Quadrants woul d

be over with. It's been nearly thirty
years -- an entire generation since
the war. W couldn't hide forever

CRCSS
(softly)
No, | suppose not..

©D.0)
In any case, the Federation and the
Rormul ans nade the decision to keep
it a secret for now, that wasn't ny
i dea. Yesterday, the rest of the
del egati on cane through the wormhol e,
and we set our course for Canp
Khi tomer, escorted by the Majestic.
Then, a few hours ago, we were

attacked.
CRCSS

By a Federation vessel.
©D.0)

Yes. Naturally, those in our

del egati on suspected a Starfl eet
trap had been sprung, and before |
coul d take action, they started
assaulting the crew of the Mjestic.
It was... very fast.

Cross steps up to the table and puts his hands on the back
of a chair, thinking for a noment. Then he | ooks at Odo.

CRCSS
When we answered the Majestic's
distress call, we assumed that your
ship had attacked ours.

©D.0)
G anted, the information you had was
[imted.

CROSS

Conveniently limted. The distress
call was just garbled enough; the
sensor | ogs just happened to be
i naccessible at the tine. Starfleet
Conmand tells me that there is to be
peace, but for all | know, ny initial
assunption is correct.

( MORE)
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CRCSS ( CONT' D)
And when you think about it, thirty
years is long enough for the
Federation to have a | owered state
of readiness after the war -- but
for all we know, there are hundreds
of Jem Hadar ships waiting to cone
t hrough the wormhol e, phasers
bl asti ng.

Qdo springs to his feet, glaring at Cross.

0D 0]

(sharply)
Do you see conspiracy theories
everywhere you | ook, Captain Cross,
or only where it concerns those who
have injured you? Either way, you're
starting to sound very much |ike ny
old tailor!

CRGCSS
| have no reason to trust you

DO
Nor do we have reason to trust you
Thirty years ago, was it not Starfl eet
t hat al nbst comm tted genoci de agai nst
ny people? And |lest we forget, it
was your side that attacked us today,
when we were on a mssion of peace!
But we- -

CRGCSS
Put all the blame on Starfleet you
[ike, but don't insult me by passing
yoursel f off as trusting -- you
ordered your man to beat Lieutenant
Quinlan to within an inch of her
life! How can there be a
justification for that?

56.

Qdo is taken aback. He slowy sits back down, | ooks down at

hi s hands,

and is quiet for a | ong nonent.
DO
(softly)
You're right. | didn't trust you,

not at first. And despite ny words,
| know that that trust will not come
easily or willingly to either of us.

He | ooks at OCross.

ODO ( CONT' D)
| know only that it nust cone.
( MORE)
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ODO ( CONT' D)
Sonehow, we nust find a way to make
it cone.

Cross | ooks at Odo, his lips pressed together, his eyes
doubtful. He says not hing.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM

Cross sits at his desk, |ooking at the i mage of ADM RAL
DELFUNE on his term nal.

DELFUNE
After anal yzing the sensor |og
fragnents your recovery team extracted
fromthe Majestic's LCARS we have
identified the vessel that attacked

the convoy. It was a Starfl eet
vessel. The U S. S. Atlantic.
CRCSS

The Atlantic -- that's a Pelagic
class. Do we have a possible notive
for the attack?

DELFUNE
W do. Captain James Dykstra.

Cross frowns, and thinks for a nonent.

CRCSS
| don't believe |I've net him

DELFUNE
Real | y? That surprises me -- the
two of you would have a great deal
to tal k about. Like you, Captain
Dykstra lost his parents to the
Domi ni on.

Cross's eyes widen. He leans forward in his chair.

CRGCSS
Dykstra's parents were killed in the
war ?

DELFUNE

A few years beforehand, actually.
They were aboard the Odyssey when it
was destroyed during the Federation's
first encounter with the Jen Hadar.
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Pause.

CRCSS
| see... Then he wouldn't have needed
much provocation, if any, to attack
t he Jem Hadar vessel. The Mjestic
nmust have gotten in the way somehow -

DELFUNE
No. His target was both ships.

CRCSS
| don't understand.

DELFUNE
Captain, we kept the Dom nion peace
initiative a secret because we were
afraid of exactly sonmething |ike
t his happening. A century ago, the
Khi t omer peace accords with the
Kl'i ngons nearly failed because a few
det erm ned nmen could not reconcile
t hensel ves to the idea of peace. W
bel i eve that the Domi nion are making
a good faith effort toward peace,
and we are doing what which is in
our power to nake it work.

Del fune pauses, smles wyly, and shrugs a little.

Cross | ooks stunned. He sits back in his chair, a dazed

DELFUNE ( CONT' D)
As a wi se man once said, every so
often a person should do sonet hing
just because it's right. 1In any
case, it was a stroke of m sfortune
t hat Captain Dykstra stunbl ed upon
the convoy -- and, on an irrationa
i mpul se, fired on both ships. He,
too, could not afford the idea of
peace.

ook in his eyes, and is quiet for a |ong nonent.

CRCSS
Admiral... you can imagine the effect
that this is having on ne.

DELFUNE
| hope so, for all of our sakes.
Now, the Atlantic has been on silent
runni ng since the attack, but she
was spotted twenty minutes ago in
t he New Santago system Right now,
our best chance of intercepting her
is the Enterprise. But, if necessary,
we can send another ship after her..

58.
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Her words trail off deliberately as she | ooks at him an
expectant | ook on her face. Cross pauses once nore, gathering
his thoughts... then nods slowy. Delfune reads the

expr essi on.

DELFUNE ( CONT' D)
Good. Keep ne appraised. Delfune
out.

The terminal switches off. Cross stands, hesitates, then
wal ks over to the wi ndow and | ooks out into space. The
wr eckage of the Majestic is at the forefront -- and from
Cross's POV we can see nore of the damage. Sonehow, the
battl e scars show a certain streak of viciousness to the
attack. Cross stares at it.

CRGCSS
How can | say |I'msorry... when it
could just as easily have been ne?

His face is suddenly filled with sorrow. He stares at the
wr eckage a nmonment |onger... then pulls hinself up, squares
his shoul ders, and turns to wal k out of the ready room

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS

Talora is in her seat, Stolt at the Helm Cale at Ops, and
Quinlan -- looking nuch inproved -- at tactical. The ready
room doors open, and Cross steps onto the Bridge, tapping
hi s commbadge as he wal ks toward his conmand chair.

CRCSS
Cross to Ensign Wetterling. Please
escort Anmbassador Odo to the Bridge.

VETTERLI NG S COW VO CE
Aye, sir.

Cross sits in his chair.

CRCSS
Hel m set course for the New Santiago
system and stand by quantum
slipstreamdrive. Set |ong range
sensors to scan for any Federation
vessel s as we go.

STOLT
Aye, Captain. Course plotted and
laid in.

CROSS
Initiate.

(to Tal ora)
It was the U.S.S. Atlantic. W're
going after her.
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TALORA
Wiy did she attack?

CRCSS
(dryly) | _
Her Captain has personal issues with
t he Domi ni on.

Pause.

TALORA
| see.

The turbolift doors open, and Odo steps onto the Bridge,
escorted by an arnmed Wetterling. Cross stands and | ooks
back at them

CRGCSS
Thank you, Ensign, that will be all.

Wetterling | ooks fromQdo to Cross, surprised.

VETTERLI NG
Aye, sir.

He hesitates a beat, then steps back into the turbolift,

| eavi ng Gdo unguarded and alone in the aft of the Bridge.

He stands there inpassively, |ooking at Cross. Cross draws
a deep breath and | ooks in OGdo's general direction, avoiding
eye contact.

CRGCSS
Anbassador, in the interests of
cooperation and nutual consideration
during this prelude to the peace
negotiations, | invite you to w tness
our pursuit of the vessel that
attacked your delegation. Fromthis
poi nt, whatever information | receive,
you will hear at the sane tine.

©D.0)
Thank you, Captain Cross.

Cross waves himto the command chair to his left, and Gdo
crosses over to it. They sit down and face the viewscreen.

There is a | ong pause, which stretches out to the point of
awkwar dness.

ODO ( CONT' D)
(quietly)
You don't have to do this, you know.

Cross | ooks at him
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CRCSS
Par don ne?

©D.0)
| have no doubt you have been ordered
by your superiors to hunt for this
vessel. | think you will do so with
or without me present... and it is
obvi ous that ny presence causes
di sconfort for you

Cross nods, and sighs a little.

Qdo gives Cross a long, hard | ook. Talora does the sane.

Final ly,

CRCSS
Then let's say it's because we owe
you. The vessel that attacked you
was indeed a Starfleet vessel. |Its
Captain was injured by the Dom nion
as | was.

©D.0)
| suspected as much. Even so, it is
unnecessary for you to--

CROSS

M. COdo, every fiber of nmy being is
telling me not to trust you. Every
part of who |I've been is telling nme
to throw you out the airlock and
never | ook back. | barely know you,
but | despise your very existence,
for no reason other than what you
are.

(beat)
That cannot stand. And if it's ever
going to change, then the change
must begin now, in this room wth
this m ssion.

©D.0)
(sl owy)
| see. Then, in the interests of
peace- -
CRCSS
No. This is not about peace. It's

about who | am and who I m ght have
becone.

Odo nods.

0D 0]
I think I understand, Captain... and
I thank you for being honest with
ne.

61.
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CUT TO

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise ZOOVS out of the quantum slipstreamand into
nor mal space.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

As before.
STOLT
Now entering the New Santiago system
sir.
CALE

Sir, long range sensors have detected
a Federation vessel holding position
above the star's nmagnetic pole at a
di stance of twelve mllion kil oneters.

CRGCSS
Undet ectabl e by all but the nobst
sophi sticated sensors. Can you
identify it, M. Cale?

CALE
No, sir. It is not sending its
transponder signal. But it appears
to be Pel agic cl ass.

CRCSS

The Atlantic. Hail them Lieutenant.

A pause as Quinlan taps keys in her console.

QUI NLAN
No response.
TALORA
M. Stolt, nove to intercept.
STOLT
Aye, Commander. Interception in

four m nutes, fourteen seconds.

CRCSS
Qui nl an, hailing frequencies.

QUI NLAN
Open.

Cross stands, takes a step forward, faces the viewscreen
whi ch shows the sun of New Santiago, expanding as the distance
is closed.
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CROSS
This is Captain Cross of the
Enterprise, calling the U S S.
Atlantic. Captain Dykstra, do you
read nme?

There is a pause.

The speaker is suddenly filled with static,

QUI NLAN
It's hard to make anything out through
the solar interference, but I am
receiving an audi o response.

CRCSS
On speaker.

and the voice

63.

that comes on over it is that of a male, around Cross's age.

DYKSTRA' S COW VA CE
Cross? Neil Cross? This is Captain
Dykstra, and I'mglad it was you
they sent after me. | think you're
the only one who woul d under st and.

Cross and Odo exchange | ooks.

Cr 0ss,

CRCSS
What is there to understand, Captain?

DYKSTRA' S COW VA CE
The Jem Hadar, Cross, they've cone
back! And they've corrupted the
very core of Starfleet Command! |
was nmonitoring their ship-to-ship
transm ssions. They're ready to
hand them the Federation on a silver
platter!

CROSS
So you admit that you fired on and
di sabl ed the Majestic. You killed
hundreds of people today, not to
mention violated a flag of truce.

DYKSTRA' S COW VA CE
"Flag of truce?" That doesn't nean
anything to those bastards! They
killed ny parents on the Qdyssey,
not because they were in a war, but
just to prove a point! No other
reason! Listen to nme, Cross. You
and I, we have to work together to
stop them W have to end this
madness before it starts.

| ooking refl ective, takes another step forward.
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CROSS
That's exactly what I'mtrying to
do, Captain. End the madness. And
for starters, I"'mordering you to
surrender your vessel at once.

DYKSTRA' S COW VO CE
Sur-- You don't actually believe
them do you, Cross? How can you?
After what they did to your famly,
to all of us?

CROSS
We all have our burdens to bear,
Captain. You nust now bear yours,
by accepting responsibility for the
atrocity you have comm tted today.
That ends the discussion -- you w ||
now surrender your vessel.

There is a |long pause, as the speaker crackles.

There is a final burst of static, then silence fromthe

speakers.

A pause.

DYKSTRA' S COW VA CE
They got to you, didn't they? I
heard about you, Cross, and | thought
you were different. But you're just
anot her one of them There's no
reasoning with you.

CRCSS
Captain Dykstra, | warn you that if
you do not - -

DYKSTRA' S COW VA CE
(venonous)
Bring it on, Captain Cross. The
Atlantic is probably no match for
the Enterprise, but at least | wll
die with my dignity intact.

QUI NLAN
They cl osed the channel, sir.

CRCSS
Hai | them agai n.

QUI NLAN
No response.

CRCSS
Helm tinme to intercept?

64.
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STOLT
Two m nutes, twenty seconds.

Cross | ooks back at Odo, who has been listening intently.
He returns Cross's gaze.

DO
I"'msorry, Captain -- | wish | could
advise you in this situation. But
what ever action you take, | wll
support it.

CRGCSS
You place a great deal of trust in
ne.

DO
Yes. | do.

Cross nods slowy, then sighs.

CRGCSS
Li eut enant, advise the Atlantic that
if they do not surrender within two
mnutes, we wll--

QUI NLAN
Captain, the Atlantic is hailing us.
Audi o only.

CRCSS
On speaker.

The speaker again crackles with static, and then a new voice
comes on -- female, younger than Dykstra.

THI ESEN S COW VA CE
Captain Cross? This is Comuander
Gabrielle Thiesen, First Oficer of
the Atlantic. | have relieved Captain
Dykstra of his duty and confined him
to quarters. W are prepared to
conply with your instructions.

There is a general sigh of relief on the Bridge -- even (Odo
| ooks relieved.
CRCSS
Under st ood, Commander. We will
rendezvous with you shortly. | hope

Dykstra didn't give you nmuch trouble.

TH ESEN S COW VO CE
OCh, he raised a fuss, sir.
( MORE)



RENAI SSANCE: " Whi spers fromthe O her Roont - ACT FOUR 66.

THI ESEN S COW VO CE ( CONT' D)
But he was acting irrationality,
clearly letting his enotions interfere
with his comrand judgnent. | -- |
mean, we, the conmand crew, believe
that it was the right thing to do.

Cross | ooks back at Talora, and sm | es.

CROSS
It takes a special kind of soneone
to stand up to her commandi ng officer
when he acts like that. You're al
right in ny book.

Talora returns the smle

EXT. SPACE

The Enterp

THI ESEN S COW VA CE
Thank you, sir.

CUT TO

rise, sailing through the stars at inpul se power.

CRGCSS (V.0)

Captain's Log, stardate 80247. 3.
Commander Thiesen is taking the
Atlantic back to Starbase 142, where
Captain Dykstra will answer for his
actions of this day. W have returned
to the Majestic to pick up the
remaining survivors -- and also to
comenorate the |l oss of the 691 nen
and wonmen who died. Let the record
show that they gave their lives in
the line of duty.

(beat)
Meanwhi | e, the Dom ni on Peace Accords
w |l proceed. And for better or for
worse, the face of the galaxy is
about to change once agai n.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Cross and

Odo are slowy wal king toward the aft of the Bridge

as they tal k.

CRGCSS
...and so the prelimnary conference
will take now place on Deep Space
Ni ne?
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©D.0)
The cat, you might say, is out of
the bag -- there is little need for
secrecy, and Deep Space Nine seens
an appropriate place. 1t will also

give ne the opportunity to ook up a
few .. old friends.

Cross nods in understanding.

CRCSS
Wll, the Enterprise will convey you
to DS9 for the conference. After
that... who knows? | guess it's up

to the powers that be to determ ne
what part we'll play.

DO
Know ng what | do about the history
of ships naned Enterprise, | wouldn't
be surprised if it's a large part
i ndeed.

CRCSS

Perhaps. We'll see.

There is a pause. Both Cross and Odo | ook sonewhat
unconf ort abl e.

DO
(suddenl y)
Oh, by the way, | ran into that
reporter of yours, Carter. After
recovering fromhis initial shock at
seeing a Founder, he asked nme for an
interview.

CRCSS
And?

DO
And he won't do it again.

In spite of hinself. Cross laughs. Odo smiles with him
Then, there is another awkward pause.

ODO ( CONT' D)
Vell, I will retire to nmy quarters.
Thank you once again, Captain, for
your help during this. [|f peace

does happen between our peoples, it
will be largely because of you.

CRCSS
As a Starfleet officer, it has been
ny pleasure to be of assistance.
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Qdo nods in acknow edgenent, then turns to the turbolift.

CRGCSS ( CONT' D)
Qdo.

Odo turns back. Cross |ooks himin the eye, pauses a beat...
then steps forward and offers his hand.

Odo | ooks from Cross's hand to his face, not concealing his
surprise. Then, slowy, he steps up to Cross and takes it.
They shake hands.

Then they | ook at each other once nore.

DO
That was very difficult for you

Cross | ooks away for a nonment, considering.

CRCSS
| still have many denons to battle,
Anbassador -- and whatever m ght
happen in the future, I don't think
t hat shaking hands with you wll
ever be very easy.

oDo
| understand. It nmakes it all the
nor e meani ngful .

He smles slightly and, with a final nod, turns and | eaves
the Bridge through the turbolift. Cross stands there for a
| ong nmonment, staring at the closed turbolift doors, his face
a potpourri of enotions. Then he turns and wal ks to his

pl ace at the front of the Bridge, where all officers' eyes
are upon him He |looks at themin turn, then sits down.

CRCSS
Time to go, Comuander.

TALORA
Yes, sir. Helm set course for the
Baj oran system and stand by quantum
slipstreamdrive.

STOLT
Aye, Commander. Course laid in.

Tal ora | ooks at Cross. Cross | ooks back at her, and then
nods.

CRGCSS
Initiate.
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EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise flies past the canera, and ZOOVS into the
quantum sl i pstream |eaving us |ooking at the ever-changing
starfield as we...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FOUR

THE END
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