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RENAI SSANCE: "Nor Bid the Stars Farewel | " - TEASER 1.
TEASER
EXT. SPACE

Establ i shing shot of the ENTERPRI SE docked at DEEP SPACE
NINE. We hang on this for a little |onger than usual so
that the viewer may absorb the architecture of the station
as well as the nultitude of ships that have gathered around
it. Starfleet, Klingon, Ronulan and Dom ni on designs al
hang in space surrounding it.

CRGCSS (V. 0)
Captain's Log, Stardate 80255. 8.
The Enterprise has been docked at
Deep Space Nine for the past two
days in preparation for the upcom ng
peace tal ks with the Dom nion

INT. DS9 -- PROVENADE

W see the Pronenade just as we renenber it; busy, noisy and

a dark ugliness that sonmehow manages to convey a brilliant

at rosphere of monmentum and the circle of life -- people young
and old, Human, Klingon, Ronulan and Bajoran all going about

their |ives.

Yet sonething seens strange about it, the Bajorans seemto
be very aware of thenselves and the area around them they
constantly | ook over their shoulder, and with good reason.
For surrounding themare the faces of enem es both past and
present -- Cardassian, Jenm Hadar and Vorta.

Deep within the cromd are Cross and Quinlan, who we slowy
close in on during the continuation of Cross's |log entry.

CRGCSS (V.0)

Despite the events of the previous
two days, many of the del egates
gat hered here are optim stic -- but
I find nyself tense. Wthdrawn. No
matter who | surround nyself with |
feel wong. Maybe once all of this
is over I'"Il feel better about
everyt hi ng.

(pause)
And everything they did to ne.

By this point we are all but on a conplete close up of Cross
and Qui nl an.

QUI NLAN
| never thought I'd see anything
i ke this.

Cross remains quiet for a second, then:
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CRCSS
| never hoped |'d see it.

QUI NLAN
| think it's quite funny how we put
things like that to one side. 1've

never really thought about the war
since | joined the Acadeny...

CRCSS
I think about it.
QUI NLAN
Oh... O course... | didn't nmean

to...
Cross swiftly pulls her out of the hole she has dug.
CRCSS
How did the war affect you,
Li eut enant ?

She | ooks over at him unsure were to take this.

QUI NLAN
Not a great deal. |, errm | |ost
an uncl e.

CRGCSS
|"msorry.

QUI NLAN

Yeah. He was great. Had this little
Jack Russell that junped all over
me. Think the damm thing was trying
to have his evil way with ne or
sonet hi ng.

(Cross gives her a

funny | ook)
That's the dog, Sir, not ny uncle.

CRCSS
(nods, part sarcastic)
It sounds like the three of you were
very cl ose.

QUI NLAN
Some of the survivors told ne they
were carrying civilians to the escape

pods to the end. | renenber one
woman, she broke down telling ne how
she owed her life to nmy uncle... it
was a nenorial service, | was ten

it was a horrible experience. She
had this really weird..
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CRCSS
Did you just say they were carrying
civilians to the escape pods?

QUI NLAN
Uh- huh.
CROSS
And you said this dog, it was a...
QUI NLAN
Jack Russel |
CROSS
Ri ght.
QUI NLAN
Bravest dog in the quadrant.
CROSS

Mmm  But then he'd be conpeting
agai nst Lassie and that dog the
Russi ans sent up a few centuries

back.
QUI NLAN
He's still out there?
CRGCSS
Oh yeah... Picard made contact with
hima few years back
Beat .
QUI NLAN
He didn't really, did he?
CRGCSS
Just as mnmuch as your Uncle's ever-
faithful Jack Russell dragged that
dyi ng woman to safety.
QUI NLAN
Hey!
Cross sighs.
CRGCSS
W' re del udi ng oursel ves, you know.
QUI NLAN
We are?
CRGCSS

Look around you. We talk about the
past and it hurts us.
( MORE)
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
So what do we do? We nake a joke
out of it. It hurts us and so we
turn it all into a conedy. What
does that tell you about us?

QUI NLAN
That we don't want to be sad?

CRCSS
That we don't want to face up to who
we really are. W put up a nmask

QUI NLAN
It sounds |ike you' ve had that one
wel | rehearsed.

CRCSS
Maybe because we hol d up too many
masks? Even if we find one that
fits us we keep shifting through the
collection until we find one that's
bi g enough to cover our faces two
times over

QUI NLAN
(conf used)
Ri ght.

CRCSS
How upset were you when your uncle
di ed?

QUI NLAN
| hadn't really seen himfor a few
years. But yeah. | was upset. |
was ten.

CRCSS

(strongly)
Ten.

QUI NLAN
Ten.

CRCSS
That's how old I was when they took
nme to the Hole.

QUI NLAN
The POW canp?

CRCSS
(nods)
They took everything away from ne
and me away from everything that was
( MORE)
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CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
left. | didn't think I could find a
pl ace that was enptier than that.

QUI NLAN
| thought you were with your nother?

CRCSS
She died. Wiile we were there.

QUI NLAN
["msorry. | didn't realize.

CROSS
| didn't think Iife could be any
enptier after that. Now it feels

even worse. | sonetines find that
t he nenpries of what could have been
are just too great. It's

over whel m ng.

QUI NLAN
| get where that's com ng from

CRGCSS
Bad | uck.

He | ooks at her.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Want a drink?

QUI NLAN
["'mon duty.

CROSS
To hell with it, you' re having one.
Cone on.

He | eads her into what we used to know as Quark's and to a
tabl e on the upper |evel.

CROSS (CONT' D)
Don't worry -- |I'Il get sonething
soft.

QUI NLAN
Thanks.

Quinlan sits | ooking down the Pronenade at the assorted
Dom ni on del egates gathered around there and sees ODO
entering, looking particularly delighted to be back on his
ol d stonping grounds, before Quinlan | ooks up a nonent |ater
to see Cross returning with drinks.

On anot her part of the Pronenade we see an airl ock opening
to see sonme Starfleet Admrals boarding Deep Space Nine, to
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be greeted by a Dom nion del egation along with sone Starfl eet
officers in dress uniform Quinlan | ooks up a nonent |ater
to see Cross returning with drinks.

CRGCSS
Her e.

He pl aces one of the drinks down on the table, retaining one
of themfor hinself.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
(toasting the
sur roundi ngs)
To hell.

Quinlan frowns at the dry toast, but picks up her drink and
clinks it together with Cross's anyway.

QUI NLAN
(unsure)
May it... continue to burn?
CRCSS

Sounds good.

They both take a sip of their drinks, Cross shakes his head,
evidently taken sonething strong. Quinlan sits staring into
her glass for a second, as Cross sits staring at Quinlan.

CROSS ( CONT' D)

(quietly)
It's a strange old game we play.

Quinl an doesn't reply, but we hear novenent behind us and
before we know it, Gdo is standing next to the table.

©D.0)
Captain, Lieutenant, would you m nd
if I joined you?

CRCSS

(with a hint of
rel uct ance)
Not at all.

Odo takes a seat and | ooks at them both.

D8]
It Iooks i ke you' ve both seen happier
time

CROSS
Sonet hing |ike that.

©D.0)
I think that this bar may al so have
seen them
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QUI NLAN
What do you nean?

©D.0)
There used to be anot her barkeep
here, a Ferengi, went by the name of
Quark. Used to be the nost
predi ctable petty thief in the book --
seened to think that | |oved himfor
one reason or anot her.

Rai sed eyebrows from both of crew nenbers.

ODO ( CONT' D)
Turns out he left about four years
ago. Found his fortune in the stem
bolt industry and bought a noon in
orbit of a systemjust past R sa.

QUI NLAN
Lucky him

DO
No, not exactly. Quark was conned --
he t hought he was buyi ng paradi se,
it seens that he bought one with a
prison colony covering half of it
that he later ended up serving in
for smuggling.

QUI NLAN
What did he do?

©D.0)
Apparently he tried to snmuggl e sone
ki nd of narcotic to one of his former
enpl oyees. She prom sed to rub his
| obes if she got her fix and Quark
bei ng Quark agreed.

QUI NLAN
So who's running this place now?

©D.0)
One of his nobst trusted associ ates.
Goes by the name of Morn. 1'd be
surprised if the bar hasn't gone
bankrupt by the end of the year.

CROSS
Riveting stuff.

Qui nl an shoots hima gl are.

DO
Wul d you like me to | eave, Captain?
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CRCSS
Vell, | had hoped for a quiet drink
rather than listening to the life
story of this place.

OoDO
(to Quinlan)
What's wong with hin®

Qui nl an shrugs.

QUI NLAN
He has his off days. Don't take it
personal | y.

DO

I"d find it difficult to believe he
had good days if we hadn't already

met .
CRCSS

Am | just not here anynore, or what?
©D.0)

It's difficult to have a conversation
with you wi thout bringing up your

pet hates, so |'ve decided to talk

to Li eutenant Quinlan here.

CRCSS
Maybe t hose "pet hates" have sonethi ng
to do with your fell ow bl obs of goo
holding ne in a PONcanp for two
years of ny chil dhood while you were
floating around over at this place
maki ng gooey eyes at their | eader!

Qdo obviously takes this personally, but chooses not to
respond to Cross's attack.

D8]
Tell me, Captain, what is the
Enterprise still doing here when it

has someone as unstable as you for
its captain?

CRCSS
Unst abl e?

©D.0)
Yes, unstable. One day |I'm your
ally, the next |I'myour eneny. Wen
will you decide what 1'mgoing to
be?

CROSS
You' ve never been ny ally, Odo.
( MORE)
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CRCSS ( CONT' D)
(beat)
But | don't think, and | hope, you'l
never be my eneny either.

He stands to | eave.

DO
So what does that make us, Captain?
Non-existent? Irrelevant? O is
t hat just what you want us to be?

CRCSS
Maybe it is. Maybe it is.

He | eaves, |leaving Odo sat next to Quinlan, unsure what to
say.

INT. DS9 -- PROVENADE

As Cross wal ks along we begin to pick out nore and nore
Dom ni on personnel anongst the crowd, until Cross is seemngly
surrounded by people fromthe vari ous Dom nion races.

They seemto close in on him all walking at him | ooking
straight at himas Cross watches in fear before seeing a gap
in the cromd and running as fast as he can towards it...

FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

FADE | N:

I NT. DS9 -- PROVENADE

Conti nuous action fromthe teaser.

Cross continues to run towards the gap in the crowd before

we begin to slowy flicker into a FLASHBACK. W see Cross
running away fromthe crowd, and the inmage gradually intercuts
wi th anot her scene of a young boy running away from an unseen
foe, towards a gap in a crowd of blurred people...

I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

A younger version of Neil runs towards a gap in the crowd of
Dom nion and other fam liar humanoid races fromthe Al pha
Quadrant, apparently these are other POM. Behind him a
l'ine of various races are gathered, apparently going through
sone kind of registration process.

From behi nd we hear a sharp, concerned cry for you the young
boy:

ALICE (O S.)
Nei | !

The Jem Hadar easily put a stop to the boy's break for freedom
by extending their arms and knocking himto the floor where
he Iies barely conscious.

Alice runs towards him but another Jem Hadar stops him he
as the first Jeml Hadar lifts the dazed Neil to his feet.

ALI CE ( CONT' D)
What are you doing with hin? Don't
touch him

A Vorta energes fromthe crowd.

VORTA

That doesn't concern you.
ALl CE

O course it does, |'mhis nother!
VORTA

You'll have to let nme know how t hat

works. Vorta and Jenl Hadar are
cloned. Sorry.

(to Jem Hadar)
Take hi m away.

ALl CE
Wait! \Where are you taking hin?
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VORTA
I sol ation, where el se would we be
t aki ng hi n®?
ALI CE
Wul dn't an airlock match your style
better?
VORTA

(cl asps hands together)
On! What a good idea! Let's do
t hat instead!

He savors her reaction for a few brief seconds, before rolling
his eyes and taking Alice aside for a nonent.

VORTA ( CONT' D)
Believe ne, you won't for |ast very
long here with an attitude |ike that.

ALI CE
"' mnot planning on |asting |ong.
VORTA
Ch, that's a shanme, | was hoping
you' d be a fighter
ALI CE
Sorry to disappoint you.
VORTA
"1l live. You'll see the boy again
in tw weeks.
ALI CE
Two weeks?!
VORTA

Wth our equival ent of only bread
and water to survive on. Wn't that

be fun?

ALl CE
Take me instead. Don't make him
suffer -- he's only a child.

The Vorta's ears instantly prick up at this and he suddenly
becones deadly serious.

VORTA
Are you offering yourself to us?

Beat .

ALl CE
| suppose | am
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VORTA
(to Jem Hadar)
Take her.
JEM HADAR

What about the boy?

VORTA
Leave him It wll be interesting
to see if he can survive here w thout
hi s not her.

Alice snarls at him before turning to the other assorted
i nmat es who have recently been captured.

ALI CE
(pl eadi ng)
Sormreone take care of him Pl ease!
He's all 1've got left! Please,

sonmeone | ook after him

Young Neil begins to stare as we continue to hear the fading
sounds of Alice being taken away.

Neil lies on the floor, |looking up at the ceiling as the
Vorta wal ks over to him

VORTA
Look at him He's barely been here
five mnutes and he's already | ost
hi s not her.

There's a beat as he | ooks on, alnmost in synpathy, before he
snaps to and | ooks up at the rest of the assenbl ed PON.

VORTA ( CONT' D)
be interesting to see how

| t I 1
| ong the next one | asts.

W
g
He bends down towards Neil, patting himon his shoul der.

VORTA ( CONT' D)
['l'l see you in a few days.

He wal ks of f, perhaps faintly chuckling.
FADE TO
I NT. DS9 -- PROVENADE

Cross is now wal king al ong quite quickly and before we know
what is happening he wal ks straight into TALORA.

TALCRA
Capt ai n?
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CRCSS
Talora! | didn't see you

TALCRA
Evidently not.

There is an awkward sil ence for a nonent.

CRCSS
I's there anything I can do for you?

TALORA
I was on ny way for a chat with
Li eut enant Qui nl an.

CRGCSS
What about ?

TALORA
You.

CRGCSS

Ddn't we have this conversation a
few days ago?

TALORA
Apparently it didn't affect you as
much as |'d hoped.

CRGCSS
Conmander, |I'mon a snmall space
station, surrounded by the people
who set ny life nmoving towards the
abom nabl e cesspit that it is, I'd
appreciate a little roomfor |everage
every now and t hen.

TALORA
Then perhaps Deep Space Nine isn't
t he place for us.

CRCSS
Have you been tal king to Gdo too?

TALORA
O course not.

CRCSS
Then why did you bring it up?

TALORA
Because | think it, Conmmander G ey
thinks it, Lieutenants Quinlan and
Boyle think it, and so does the
Feder ati on Counci |
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CRCSS
Since when has it mattered what Boyle
t hought ?

TALORA

Since today. W cannot afford for
the Enterprise to be involved in any
nore... incidents.

CROSS
And there won't be any nore incidents.
W're here for the good of the

Feder ati on.

(beat)
I know these people better than
anyone. | spent two years of ny

[ife around them | know how t hey
think and | know how they act. This
entire situation is a tinme bonb,
Conmander, and the Federation cannot
afford to not have its best people
on the Dom nion here, regardl ess of
whet her that puts the Enterprise on
the front Iines once again or not.
I's that understood?

TALORA
It is understood, but not necessarily
agr eed.

CROSS
The understanding is all that | need.

TALORA
You know how | feel about the
situation, Captain. |If you do intend
to stay at Deep Space N ne -- please
stay out of the way.

CRCSS
Under st ood.

Talora realizes the reference and rai ses an eyebrow as Cross
gives her a wy smle.

TALORA
Wiile | have your attention, Y I|an
and Doj ar have returned fromthe
El l ensworl d Institute.

Cross doesn't know how to react to this news.

CRCSS
Oh. That's good news.

TALORA
| don't believe that it is.
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CRCSS
How do you nean?
TALORA
As you have denonstrated, the tension
| evel has risen dramatically since
t he Dom ni on envoy arrived at the
station. | do not believe that it
woul d be wise to insert two nore
variables into the situation
CRCSS
| don't understand.
TALORA
Dojar is a Cardassian, Y lan a Qtam.
Nei t her race has been on the best of
terms with the Bajorans.
CROSS
(realizing)
O course. | never thought.
TALORA
You do appear to have other matters
on your m nd.
Pause.
CRCSS
"Il talk to them
TALORA
Good | uck.
CRCSS
| thought Romul ans didn't believe in
| uck?
TALORA
| have only ever required it when
the situation involves the Qtam
and hi s shadow.
Cross sm | es.
CROSS
"Il see you later
He turns and wal ks away, still noticing the |arge amount of

Dom ni on troops around him

15.
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I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- DQJAR S QUARTERS

CUT TO

Y lan is half sitting in a chair with his tentacles curled
up under himwhile Dojar stands |ooking out of the w ndow,
sort of |leaning against a wall. For a nmoment,
they're not tal king before we slowy begin to hear voi ces,
as the two aliens' thoughts begin to fade in.

We al nost

DQAJAR (V. Q)
That is irrel evant.

Y LAN (V. Q)
| fail to see how you can categorize
sonmet hing so significant to your
personal life as irrelevant.

DQJAR (V. Q)
| do not wish to communi cate on the
t opi c.

Y LAN (V. Q)
Il will find out sooner or |ater.

DQJAR (V. Q)
Then you will have to wait.

hear Y'lan sigh, but not quite.
Y LAN (V. Q)

I will purchase you a drink if you
tell me.

Dojar turns to |l ook at him

DAJAR
It's not that sinple, Y lan! [If |
informyou that | don't want to talk
about it then | do not want to talk
about it. Do you understand?

Y' LAN
No.

Doj ar shoots a glare in his direction.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
You cannot be the only individual in
this situation. If you do not w sh
to talk to nme, then talk to someone
el se.

DQJAR (V. Q)
So you can listen in on the
conversation? Don't think so,
Tent acl es.

it

| ooks |i ke
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Y' LAN
"Tent acl es"?

DAJAR
I wish you' d stop doing that.

Y' LAN
| cannot help it.

Doj ar si ghs.

DQJ AR
| don't want to talk about it because
it hurts for ne to do so.

Y' LAN
Then allow me to share in your pain.

DQJ AR
You woul dn't want to.

Y | an stands and wal ks over to him

Y' LAN
| wish to.

Beat .

DAJAR
My father thought that the Dom nion
was our salvation. Before he could
get down on all fours and grovel at
their feet, they had hi mexecuted.

DQJAR (V. Q) (CONT' D)
Happy now?

Y' LAN
Indeed. | would like to hear the
conpl ete story.

DAJAR
There's nothing else to tell.

Y' LAN
But that is an abbrevi ated version
of the story.

DQJAR
Abbreviated. But the only version |
can tell w thout questioning
exi st ence.

Y' LAN
You do not question existence
continual ly?

17.



RENAI SSANCE: "Nor Bid the Stars Farewel " - ACT ONE 18.
The door CHI MES.

DQJ AR
I'd rather not tal k about this, Y Ilan.

The door CHI MES once agai n before Dojar sighs and wal ks over
to it.

Y LAN (V. Q)
As al ways, when your thoughts are
becom ng of interest.

Doj ar shoots hima glance. The door slides open to reveal
Cross.

DQJAR
Captain, what can | do for you?
CRCSS
I wanted to have a little talk with
you bot h.
Y LAN (V. Q)

I wish to be al one.
Dojar turns to face Y'|an.

DAJAR
(shouts)
And | do not!
(turns to Cross)
Conme on in, Captain.

He wal ks into the quarters leaving Cross, a little unsure of
hi msel f, waiting behind them

CRGCSS
(half to hinself)
| see the honeynoon's over.

He enters.

Y' LAN
What do you want ?

Cross | ooks at him uninpressed.

CRCSS
I need to tal k about what's happeni ng
with Deep Space N ne at the nonent.

DQJAR
What ' s happening? | haven't had a
chance to visit the station yet.
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CRCSS
I know. And | don't think that you're
going to get that chance either

DAJAR
What do you nean?

Y LAN (V. Q)
I's that not obvious?

CRCSS
Commander Tal ora. .

Y LAN (V.Q)
Tal or a.

I's that aggravation we hear in his voice? Perhaps.
Dojar rolls his eyes.

CROSS
...and | have been tal king about the
tensi on | evel anobngst the Bajorans
at the mnute. ..

Doj ar suddenly begins to realize where this is going.

DAJAR
And the two of you thought that if |
were present it would make them even
nore uneasy. And | thought the war

was over.
CROSS

It's not so much you as...
Y' LAN

Me.
CRCSS

Just about.
DAJAR

So the Jem Hadar are allowed to freely
roamthe station while |I'm | ocked up
on the Enterprise?

CRCSS
You're not | ocked up at all.

DQJ AR
Aren't 1?

CRCSS
It's a request. Sonething for you
to consi der.
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There is an awkward silence for a nonent as Cross digests

DQJAR
Tell me, Captain, how nuch influence
did you have in this? Wen you first
met nme, | seemto recall sone
bi tterness.

CRGCSS
Actually, | really didn't think about
it until Talora nentioned it.

DAJAR
But you feel it.

CRCSS
Towards them | do, yes.

DQJ AR
And to nme?

CRCSS
My job's brought ne into contact
wi th Cardassians enough to nmake ne. ..
rel ax around them over the past few
years.

DAJAR
But you don't deny that deep down
there's hate still buried there.
CRCSS
No, | don't. It's a part of ne, and
it's a part of them
Y' LAN
It doesn't have to be.
CRCSS
What ?
Y' LAN

| can assist you in renoving the
prejudi ces fromyour consci ousness.

this information.

Beat .

Y' LAN ( CONT' D)
You do not wi sh for these prejudices
to be a part of you for any |onger,
correct?

CRCSS
| don't know...

20.
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DQJ AR
You don't know?

CROSS
No, | don't. Like | said, those
prejudices are a part of ne. \Wat
would | be like wthout thenf

DQJAR (V. Q)
Probably a better person.

CRCSS
It's not as sinple as you nmake it
sound, Y'Ilan.

Y' LAN
| realize that. But Dojar believes
t he experience woul d make you a better

per son.
DQJAR
Y' | an!
Cross | ooks at Doj ar.
CRGCSS

And he's probably right. But | don't
knowif |I want to |lose that part of
ne.

Doj ar | ooks back at him frowning.

CRGOSS ( CONT' D)
Thanks for offering Y lan, but I
need to give that a |ot of thought.
It's not sonething that | can just
t hrow away over night.

Y' LAN
The offer still stands if you would
like ne to assist you.

CRCSS

"Il get back to you on it.
He nods at Doj ar.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Thi nk about what | said. You used
to run security on this ship, you...

DQJAR
(bitter)
You don't need to rem nd nme, Captain.

Cross continues to | ook at the Cardassian for a nonent before
turning away and exiting, |eaving Dojar and Y lan in the
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room al one together, with the distant voices slowy beginning
to fade back in again...

CUT TO
INT. DS9 -- PROVENADE -- REPLI MAT

Tal ora and Marek sit at a table overlooking the Pronenade
eating a neal together. They talk softly to one another,
slow y eating and appreciating their food.

MAREK
How about you?

TALORA
| spoke with the Captain sonme nore
about the Dom nion. Oher then that,
not hi ng of rel evance has happened.

MAREK
The Captain is still uneasy around
t he Dom ni on?

TALORA
Indeed. Until earlier today, the
Enterprise's presence was not even
required here and | asked himto
| eave the Baj oran region.

MAREK
And obviously he didn't. Wy are we
needed here now, though?

TALORA
A Ronmul an senator has requested that
I be Romulus's chief negotiator to
t he Domi ni on.

Marek stops in his tracks for a second.

MAREK
Hol d on, hold on. Chief negotiator?
| thought you said that nothing el se
of rel evance happened today?

TALORA
It did not. It is hardly a key role.

MAREK
O course it is! Talora, do you
realize what this nmeans? You could
be one of the people who nmake a
di fference, who make a new begi nni ng
for the Al pha Quadrant and the
Domi ni on!
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TALORA
| appreciate your enthusiasm

MAREK
| only wsh it were infectious!

TALORA
| have not yet accepted the request.

MAREK
VWhat ?

At this point Cross, who has been wal ki ng al ong the Pronenade,
reaches them and stands next to the table.

CROSS
['"mnot interrupting anything, aml1?

Apparently he doesn't instantly recognize himas he bends
around the corner to get a closer |ook.

TALORA
Not at all. What can | do for you?

CROSS
(slightly awkwardly)
Can | have a word with you?

TALORA
O course.

She nmoves her armindicating for Cross to enter.

CRGCSS
| got an intriguing offer fromY' | an
this evening.

He continues to | ook over at Marek for a second or two before
turning around to face her.

TALORA
What did he say?

CRCSS
That he could take away my prejudices.
O at |east bury them deep enough
that they wouldn't effect ne any
nore, sonething |ike that.

TALORA
Did you accept?

CRCSS
Not as yet.

TALORA

| see.
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CRGCSS
I know it sounds stupid but...
(beat)
| don't know who |'d be wi thout them
TALORA
I would say that your concerns are
justified.
CRGCSS
Real | y?
TALORA

O course. As nuch as | would |ike
to see you work with an open
unprej udi ced m nd everything that
has conme before is as nuch a part of
you as, say, Doctor Elris is.

CRCSS
But you think that 1'd work better
W thout it?

TALORA
| didn't say that.

Cross smles at her.

CRCSS
You know what? | mght give it a

try.

Tal ora cones close to sighing, but manages to restrain herself
and shakes her head.

CROSS ( CONT' D)

Don't worry about it. 1'll see how
it goes.

TALORA
Agr eed.

There is a pause as Cross turns back to | ook at Marek who
smles back at him Talora begins to | ook awkward and
indicates for Marek to stop, he does so, slightly too abruptly
and Cross turns back to | ook at Tal ora who renains | ooking
awkwar d.

CRGCSS
Who's your friend, Talora?
TALCRA
This is Lieutenant Marek, from
Sci ences.
CRGCSS

Mar ek, eh?
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Cross pokes his head around the front of Tal ora who has now
all but blocked his view of Marek and smles at Marek, who
| ooks inanely back at him

MAREK
Hello, Sir.

TALORA
I's there anything else, Captain?

Cross stops in his tracks, not fully realizing that he's
i ntrudi ng.

CROSS
O course. 1'll see you in the
nor ni ng.
TALORA
Good ni ght, Captain.
CROSS
Good ni ght.

He exits |l eaving Tal ora and Marek al one agai n.

MAREK
You know what your problemis, Talora?
You' re too cauti ous.

Tal ora says the following a little too sternly:

TALORA
Excuse nme?

MAREK
(awkwar dl y)
We, erm we are off duty here aren't
we?

Talora instantly realizes her mstake and refrains fromthe
i ce queen inage.

TALORA
O course.

MAREK
Good. It's just that, | think, every
time an offer comes up, there's always
sonet hing that holds you back, no
matter how good the offer m ght seem

TALORA
"Seem' is the key word in that |ast
sent ence.
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MAREK

Yes, but, the Dom nion peace talks,
per haps the nost influential peace

tal ks of the last ten years, if not
our lifetimes, and you didn't reply
with a resounding "yes" the mnute

t he Romul ans asked you to be their

representative?

TALORA
| had to consider my options.

MAREK
And then the Captain..

He | ooks as though he is about to continue, but Talora
interrupts himas she sits back down again.

TALORA
The Captain ignored ny advice and
chose to visit Y lan anyway.

MAREK
Well, there is that.

Tal ora cocks her head and continues to eat.

MAREK ( CONT' D)
I just wish you'd be alittle nore
open to ideas instead of... analyzing
themfor so |ong.

Talora |l ooks intrigued and is ready to fight back, before
Marek, realizing that he is fighting a flawed argunment quickly
shovel s sone food into his nouth.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Cross wal ks down the corridor, alone, towards Y lan's |ab at
the very end of it. He taps the chinme and waits. The doors
open and Y'lan stands in the doorway.

Y' LAN
Captain. It is late.

CROSS
I know and |'m sorry.

Y' LAN
You need not apol ogize. Qtam do
not sleep, and only Dojar has been
di st ur bed.

CRCSS
That's reassuring.
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Y' | an nods slightly.

Y' LAN
Have you decided to accept ny offer?

CRGCSS
| have.

On Cross's determ ned face we. ..
FADE OUT
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE | N:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS' S QUARTERS

Cross and Y'lan enter, Y' lan | ooks around, the Q tam
equi val ent of unconfortable.

CRCSS
Sonet hi ng w ong?

Y' LAN
| have never been inside your quarters
bef ore.

CRCSS

First time for everything.

Y' LAN
And there is a final time for
everything al so.

CRGCSS
There is.

He | ooks out at the stars before turning back to face Y'Ian.

CRCSS ( CONT' D)
| don't know if I'mready for this,
Y' | an.

Y' LAN
Your fears will be renpved from your
consci ousness; you will be able to...

CRCSS
Hold on a second, did you just say
fears?

Y' LAN
| did.

CRCSS
My prejudices aren't based on fear.

Y' LAN
Are they not?

CRCSS
| don't think so, no.

Y' LAN
Then what are they based on, Captain?

CRCSS
| don't know.
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Y' LAN
During my short time studying your
culture | have determ ned that al nost
every prejudice is based on fear,
whet her it be the fear of heights,
smal | insects, or, in your case, the
fear of the Domi nion returning to
t he Al pha Quadrant and repeating
their past actions.

CRGCSS
Actually, for as long as | can
remenber |'ve wanted the Donminion to
cone back so | could kick their ass
into the next mllennium

Y' LAN
Resulting in the Dom nion not being
able to return to the Al pha Quadrant
to cause any nore danage.

Cross just looks at Y'lan, silent for a nonent.

CROSS
(accepting)
| suppose so.

Y' LAN
Do you wi sh to begin the procedure?

A beat as Cross exam nes hinself for a nonent, then finally...

CRCSS
| do.

Y' LAN
Pl ease take a seat, Captain.

Cross does as he is told, and Y' |l an wal ks behind him as
Cross | eans back and relaxes in his chair.

CROSS
How long is this going to take?
Y' LAN
As long as it needs to.
CROSS
(hal f j oki ng)

G eat.

At this point, Y lan lays a nunber of his tentacles down on
Cross's head. Suddenly, the room begins to spin around us,
with Cross being the only figure we can clearly identify --
as the spinning gets faster and faster we suddenly zoomin

on one of Cross's eyes as it flicks open...
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SMASH CUT TGO
INT. THE HOLE -- STREET -- FLASHBACK

Sane shot, new |location. W pull out to reveal that we have
returned to the POWNcanp, as the younger Neil runs away from
an unseen eneny, once again.

He sees sone piled up rubbish further dowmn the "street" he
is running down and dives into it, unseen by his pursuers,
who run past him

After a nmonment, Neil enmerges fromthe rubbish, sighing as he
picks the litter off him

Fromthe direction he ran in, another figure enmerges from
t he shadows.

VO CE (O S.)
Wien will you | earn?

Neil visibly junps at this and swings around to see an elderly
VULCAN wonman facing him

NEI L
Never. | won't surrender.

VULCAN
You may want to put fighting on hold
if you wish to escape here intact.

NEI L

Maybe | don't want to escape intact?
VULCAN

You still don't believe that your

not her is alive.

NEI L
The Vorta said her isolation was for
two weeks, it's been three.

VULCAN
That means not hing. The Dom nion
woul d be breaking many war conventi ons
if they did..

NEI L

(shouts)
Do you think the Dom nion cares about
war conventions? |If they win the
war they just forget about them if
they | ose they' ve | ost anyway, so
what's a few nore viol ated war
conventi ons?
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VULCAN
You shoul d | ower your voice. They
will hear you.

NEI L
| don't care. No one here does.
VULCAN
Sone do.
NEI L
Wy ?
VULCAN

Because we believe that the Federation
wll win this war.

NEI L
Based on what ?

VULCAN
Hope.

NEI L

Isn't that an enotion or sonething?

VULCAN
| suspect that many Vul cans choose
to ignore the concept, but in tines
as brutal as these, what else is
there to hold on to?

As Neil considers what she has said we begin to hear raised
voi ces from sone of the other POM in another |ocation --
apparently sonething is happening, and a | ot of people are
gathering together. Neil and the Vul can | ook at each ot her,
before Neil turns and wal ks towards the sound of the noise.

VULCAN ( CONT' D)
| hope that you find your nother.

NEI L
(di sm ssively)
Thanks.

CUT TO
INT. THE HOLE -- MAIN SQUARE -- FLASHBACK

A large nunber of "inmates" have gathered in the main square.
Nei | blatantly pushes many of themto get towards the front,

where many of the gathered are |ooking up at a set of stairs,
| eading to a |l arge door that has a flashing red |ight above

it.

FERENG
What do you think? Mre new innmates?
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ANDORI AN
Maybe that Klingon's finally com ng
out of isolation?

Cross | ooks instantly excited by this and continues to push
to the front as the Ferengi and the Andorian continue their
conversation

FERENG
Ch, | hope not.
ANDORI AN
Why not ?
Beat .
FERENG

| stole his tooth sharpener.

The Andorian | ooks decidedly unoptimstic for the Ferengi's
future

Meanwhil e Neil has worked his way to the front of the crowd
behi nd some | arge barriers, which are guarded by a nunber of
Jem Hadar. One of them | ooks at Cross with a snarl

JEM HADAR
["1'l kill you one day, boy.

NEI L
Try it.

The Jeni Hadar snarls sone nore.

Suddenly, the door opens, and the Vorta we saw earlier
emerges, followed by a nunber of other captives.

VORTA
(shouts)
Let this be a lesson to you all. Do
not upset the Dom nion

Apparently the returning captives have been in isolation,

and the assorted i nmates cheer |oudly and begi n pushing people
against the metal barriers, which results in them being
shocked.

Nei | al so desperately tries to |look for his nother, trying
to junp to | ook above the heads of those who have stood in
front of himwhilst avoiding the huge netal barriers in front
of him He continues to do this for a while, until about
twel ve captives have wal ked down the stairs, and no others

follow, and the Vorta wal ks away -- there is no sign of his
not her .
Neil | ooks infuriated as the other inmates run to wel conme

their friends back to the world of the Hole, but Neil runs
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towards the barrier and touches it, holds on to it, causing
the roomto be illumnated and to quiet. Wen he lets go
hi s hands are burnt.

NEI L
(shouts)
Vorta! What have you done to ny
Mun? Vort a!

The Vorta stops in his tracks and sm|es before turning around
and | ooki ng down at the young Neil.

VORTA
Oh, | wouldn't worry. She's safe.
| sh. She's been causing sonme of ny
men a slight anount of... conflict...

so |'ve decided to keep her a little
whi | e | onger.

Nei| looks up at himfumng as the Vorta notices Cross's
burnt hands.

VORTA ( CONT' D)
Oh. Did you burn your hands? How
unfortunate.

NEI L
(shouts)
Bast ar d!

VORTA
And there | was about to offer you
some mnedi cal treatnent.

He smiles a m schievous smle once again.

VORTA ( CONT' D)
(to Jem Hadar)
You! Bring himup here! After all..
he's only a child.

The Jeni Hadar who threatened Neil earlier npves towards him
but Neil instantly draws back in fear. The Vorta apparently
sees this.

VORTA ( CONT' D)
And don't hurt him O you'll pay
with your life.

The Jem Hadar snarls again as he lifts Neil across/through
the barrier.

As we watch this happening the canmera pulls back and we see
Cross and Y'lan stood watching anongst the crowd.
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Y' LAN
You do not appear to have changed,
Capt ai n.

On Cross's benused expression, as he watches his younger
self is escorted towards the Vorta. After a nonent or so,
they begin to follow Neil, talking as they go.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
Do you believe that this is where
your fear of the Domi nion is rooted?

Cross rolls his eyes.

CROSS
No shit, Sherlock. They hurt ne
here, Y lan. Physically. Mentally.
They hurt ne. There's nowhere el se
it could have cone from

Y' LAN
| disagree.

CRCSS
What ?

Y' LAN

| believe that your hatred |ies nuch
deeper than that.

CRCSS
So you think it cane from sonewhere
el se other then here?

Y' LAN
Perhaps. W nust | ook deep down
i nsi de your consciousness, Captain,
because it is there that we wll
find the event that has becone so
buried within you, that you no | onger
have the choice of whether or not to

| et go.

CRGCSS
One event?

Y' LAN
| ndeed.

CRGCSS

| was a prisoner of war for two years,
how can everything that | hate about

t hese bastards | ead back to one
nonment ?
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Y' LAN
|"msure that that answer will be
reveal ed to us once we identify the
event itself.

CRGCSS
| don't know about this, Y lan. How
am | supposed to find sonething when
| don't even know what it is that
"' m | ooking for?

Y' LAN
Your conscience will |ead the way.
CRCSS
(sarcastically)
Oh, ny conscience! 'Cos we all know

that | have one of those!
Y' | an stops wal ki ng and | ooks over at Cross.
Y' LAN
I do not believe that you are fully

dedicated to this exercise, Captain.
Do you wish for ne to stop?

CRGCSS
No. I'm --

But before he can finish,

Y' LAN
Then do not be so chil dish.

Cross pulls a face of nock fear and intimdation.

CRGCSS
Forgive ne, Father, for | have
si nned. . .
Y' LAN
I was not aware you were religious.
(pause)

Were there any particular events
during your time in the canp that
stand out as l|ife changi ng nonents?

CRCSS
Vell, | lost ny nother in the canp.

Y' LAN
She was kill ed?

Cross puts his hands to his head and wal ks in front of Y I|an.
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CRCSS
(with a raised voice)
No, Y lan, | just |lost her down the

veget abl e aisle while we were shoppi ng
one day and then | never saw her
agai n!

Y' LAN
That i s unfortunate.

CRCSS
(shouts)
Dam right she was kil l ed!

Y' LAN
And you reacted in a simlar way to
how you are reacting now?

CRGCSS
Ch no. This is nothing to how
reacted to being told she was dead.

Y' LAN
You did not witness the event
your sel f?

CRGCSS
No. | didn't. | don't know what
happened to her body. | suppose
that was for the best, really.

Y' LAN
Wiy is that?

CRGCSS

Because if | had seen the body, |
woul d probably have had to watch it

rot.
Y' LAN
There were no graves here?
CROSS
No. If we were |ucky, the Dom nion

equi val ent of the garbage nmen woul d
cone around every so often and throw
theminto a furnace.

Y' lan seens quite insulted by this.
Y' LAN

You woul d treat the dead in such a
way as that?
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CROSS
If it was the choice between seeing
maggot s come out of soneone's eye
sockets for another day or throw ng
themin the trash, what woul d you

do?
Beat .
Y' LAN
| woul d not be able to nmke that
deci si on.
CRCSS

Then pray to whatever god you believe
in that you never end up in a
situation like this.

Y' LAN
| intend to.

Cross | ooks at Y'lan, surprised by what he has said before
they carry on wal ki ng.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
Where are we goi ng?

CROSS
Zeyvir's office.

Y' LAN
Wio is Zeyvir?
CRCSS
The Vorta that runs the Hol e.
Y' LAN
The Hol e?
CRCSS
An affectionate nicknane for this
pl ace.

Cross indicates the PONcanp bel ow them before Y |an nods
i n acknowl edgenent as they approach the door to which young
Neil is being led to.

The Jem Hadar opens the door and they enter, followed by
Cross and Y'lan. The Vorta seen earlier is waiting inside.

ZEYVI R
Neil, | don't believe that we got
t he chance to get fully acquainted
upon our first nmeeting. M nanme is
Zeyvi r.

He extends his hand to which Neil spits at.



RENAI SSANCE: "Nor Bid the Stars Farewel | " - ACT TWD

Zeyvir does not | ook inpressed and sighs, before wal ki ng

NEI L
Go to hell.

38.

over to his desk and pulling out a tissue to wi pe the phlegm
of f his hand.

Nei |

ZEYVI R
| really should stop trying to be so
friendly.

NEI L
| don't know why you bot her anyway.
If you wanted to be friendly you'd
just let us all go from here.

ZEYVI R
Yes, well unfortunately that isn't
possible is it, so we may as wel |
make as nuch as we can fromthis
little... holiday.

NEI L
Sonme hol i day.

ZEYVI R
But isn't it exciting! Meeting new
peopl e, not know ng what w |l happen
fromone mnute to the next, not
knowi ng where your nother is!

just stares blankly back at him

NEI L
Are just trying to intimdate nme so
"Il attack you and you can kill ne
t 00?
ZEYVI R
She's not dead, Neil, | prom se you.
NEI L
Then rel ease her.
ZEYVI R
I"'mafraid | can't do that.
NEI L
Why not ?
ZEYVI R
Because she volunteered to take your
place in isolation. | didn't want
to see her hurt, Neil, really |

didn't, but she didn't seemto
understand that by replacing you
( MORE)
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ZEYVI R ( CONT' D)
she'd be tripling the anount of tine
she'd have to spend there herself.
I know that it's unfortunate, but
it's just the way life is sonetines.

NEI L
You didn't tell her that before she
went in.

ZEYVI R
Oh, so you were conscious after all?
She was worried about that, you know.

NEI L
Does she even know if |'m okay?

ZEYVI R

What would be the point in nme telling
her that you're safe when you're
getting yourself in nore trouble by
t he day?

(beat)
Wy, Ekar'idan here could be groom ng
hi nsel f when you creep up from behi nd
himand attenpt to break his neck!
You could fail, be shot and |I'd have
told your nother that you were fine,
only for her to find out that you're
dead as soon as she gets out of
i solation! What kind of inpression
woul d that give of me? No, | don't
t hi nk so.

NEI L
Why have you brought me here?

ZEYVI R
Because | want to nake a deal wth
you.

NEI L
VWhat ki nd of deal ?

ZEYVI R
I will consider releasing your nother,
today, if you agree to sone ground
rul es.

NEI L
And they are?

ZEYVI R
Firstly, no nore trouble causing.
( MORE)

39.
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ZEYVI R ( CONT' D)
If I find out you have been, 1"l
have your nother put back in isolation
for double the time on half the
rations. Secondly there's the smal
matter of di scontent anongst the
"inmat es"” as they've branded

t henselves. | want to put a stop to
t hat . And if you want to see your
not her, today, you're going to help
me do that.

NEI L
What do you nean?

ZEYVI R
Neil, 1I'mdisappointed. Do | really
have to spell it out for you?

(pause)

| want you to spy on themfor ne.

NEI L
And you really think I'd do that for
you?

ZEYVI R
If you want to see your nother any
tinme soon, yes, | think you wll.

Nei | | ooks at him

NEI L

You're a total bastard, do you know

t hat ?

Zeyvir smles the same m schievous smle we saw earlier.

ZEYVI R
(hunor ousl y)
Yes, | believe | am actually.

(pause)
So, what is it to be, M. Coss? Do
you accept ny offer or not?

NEI L
Wiat do | have to spy on?

ZEYVI R
Oh, just escape attenpts, talk of
rebellion, riots, et cetera, just

bring it to ne and we'll put an end
toit. Not nmuch to ask really, is
it?

There is a long pause as Neil thinks. He swall ows.
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NEI L
And when do | get to see ny nother?

ZEYVI R
Ri ght away.

This seals the deal for Neil and he can resist no |onger.

NEI L
Then you' ve got yourself a deal

ZEYVI R
(smles)
| thought we m ght.

NEI L
| want to see her. Now.

Zeyvir wal ks over to his desk and taps sonme controls,
apparently an intercom

ZEYVI R
I think it's time we let Ms. Cross
out of isolation. Bring her here.

VA CE
Under st ood.

Zeyvir takes a seat and indicates for the Jem Hadar to | eave,
he does so, leaving Neil alone in the roomwith the Vorta.

ZEYVI R
What are you going to say to her?

NEI L
What's that got to do with you?

ZEYVI R
I want to know whether or not | need
t hat handkerchi ef again, we Vorta
are very enotional, you know.

NEI L
I woul dn't have guessed.

ZEYVI R
| want to be your friend you know,
Nei | .

NEI L

But I don't want to be yours.

ZEYVI R
Way ever not?
( MORE)
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ZEYVI R ( CONT' D)
I"msure we'll start to get al ong
just fine once you start bringing nme
all that information you're going to
be gathering. Ch, the fun we'll
have! And, after a while, you m ght
find that this roomis the safest
place in the entire conpound.

NEI L
What does that nmean?
ZEYVI R
["msure you'll find out sooner or

| at er.
Behi nd hi mthe door chi nes.

ZEYVI R ( CONT' D)
I wonder who that could be? Are you
exci ted?

NEI L
Just get on with it, would you?

Zeyvir sighs and heads towards the door, before turning around
agai n and | ooki ng back at Neil.

ZEYVI R
| could nmake you, wait you know.
And you know, when you're waiting
for sonething like this tine seens

to drag on forever... mght be why
ny life seens to, but... oh, what
the hell, I can see you're not going

to anuse me in the slightest.

Nei|l just stares back at himblankly as Zeyvir heads back
towards the door. He taps the key to open it, where two
Jem Hadar sol dier stand. Slouching between them | ooking
extremely weak, pale and covered in soot, is Alice Cross.

Nei |l wal ks over to his nmother and lifts up one of her hands
that is hung Iinp by her side and holds it.

NEI L
Munf

Al'i ce manages to open her eyes slightly, apparently stil
getting used to the light.

ALl CE
Nei | ?

Neil smles and hugs her, unable to keep his manly inmage.
He is brought to tears and Alice's closed, red eyes al so
begin to water.
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NEI L
It's me, Mum [t's ne.

At this point Zeyvir wal ks forward, stepping behind Neil and
whi spering into his ear:

ZEYVI R
(softly)
You m ght want to | ook after her.
(whi spers)
I think she may have been raped.

Nei | | ooks on, shocked as he continues to hug his nother.

As they do so, we pull back to where Cross and Y'lan stand,
wat ching. As Cross | ooks back at his traumati zed younger
self, the Hole fades fromaround them |eaving us back in..

DI SSOLVE TO

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS S QUARTERS

Y' lan renoves his tentacles from Cross's heads and wal ks
around to the front of Cross who is sat in a trance |ike
state on the chair.

There is silence for a nonent before:

CRCSS
Tell me that that isn't traumatic
enough for you.

Y' LAN
It was traunmatic

Anot her nonent of sil ence.

Y LAN (CONT' D)
But there is still a long way to go
bef ore we can pinpoint the nonent
your hatred began.

CRCSS
You nean that wasn't it?

Y' LAN
| doubt that your consciousness woul d
have al |l owed us access to it so
easily.

CRGCSS
So, you want to go again?

Y' LAN
It is too fast for us to be exploring
that |evel of your conscience again,
( MORE)
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Y' LAN ( CONT' D)

Captain. |If we proceed further, we
coul d. ..

CRGCSS

(shouts)

| don't care, Y lan! | want to do
this and I want to do it now

Y' LAN
You wi |l not sway ny opinion on this
matter, Captain. | suggest that you

get some rest and prepare yourself
for a session tonorrow evening.

CRGSS
Tonorr ow eveni ng?

Y' LAN
Tonorrow evening. Good ni ght,
Capt ai n.

He exits leaving Cross in the roomalone. He wal ks over to
a table with an ornanent on it and knocks it over.

FADE TGO

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS' S QUARTERS -- LATER
Cross lies awake in bed, tossing and turning, trying to sleep.
We keep FLASHI NG into flashbacks, scenes that we have al ready
seen and that we are yet to see. They are a little distorted
and difficult to nake any sense of, before one flashback is
just as clear as that of Cross |aid awake in bed..

SMASH CUT TO:
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK
W see Alice's dead body slunping to the floor, with a huge
stab wound across her chest... as a young Neil [ooks on with
wi de-eyed di shelief.

SMASH CUT TO:
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS'S QUARTERS

Cross junps up in his bed, fully awake, breathless, he | ooks
around and starts shaking in his bed..

SMASH CUT TO BLACK
END OF ACT TWD




RENAI SSANCE: "Nor Bid the Stars Farewel|" - ACT THREE 45,
ACT THREE

FADE | N:
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS S QUARTERS
Cross runs into the bathroom and begi ns splashing his face
with water, before looking up at his reflection in the mrror.
As the canera closes in on himwe FLASH i nto anot her
f | ashback. ..

SMASH CUT TGO
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Neil sits on the floor next to his nother's |inp, bleeding
body. He holds her, crying.

SMASH CUT TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS S QUARTERS

Cross is sweating profusely, breathing deeply and | ooking
slightly uneasy on his feet.

SMASH CUT TO
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK
A Jem Hadar | ooks back at Neil, smling.

SMASH CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS' S QUARTERS
Sanme as before.

SMASH CUT TO

I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK
The reflections of flanes play across Neil's face as he
wat ches somet hing burning with tears in his eyes. Pull around
to see a pile of wood burning quickly.

SMASH CUT TO:
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS' S QUARTERS

Cross is now | ooking severely ill, and nonents later it shows
he col | apses on the floor.
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DI SSOLVE TGO
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Nei|l and Alice wal k down the staircase fromZeyvir's office
together, with Neil supporting the weak Alice's traunatized

body. Both are quite obviously enotionally frail for various
reasons.

NEI L
How are you doi ng, Mnf®
ALl CE
Not so good.
NEI L
You' re not supposed to say that...
ALl CE
I know honey, | know.. .

There is a pause as Neil guides her down a particularly
difficult step dowmn to the floor

ALI CE ( CONT' D)
What is this place?

NEI L
They call it the Hole. There isn't
much of a welcom ng party though

ALl CE
| guessed so.

There is an awkward beat as Neil guides Alice through the

"streets" of the Hole, towards whatever it is he is calling
home t hese days.

NEI L
D d he nean what he said, Minf

ALl CE
What do you nean?

NEI L
The Vorta. He said they...
(awkwar d, enbarrassed
pause)
...that they raped you

ALl CE

It's nothing you need to worry about,
hun.

Neil is obviously hurt by this and begins to get quite
enr aged.
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NEI L
But it's all ny fault!
ALl CE
No it isn"t. | would never |let them
put you through that.
Nei | sobs as he continues to guide his nother,
very weak.
ALI CE ( CONT' D)
And | want you to prom se ne
something, Neil. Listen to ne.
They stop and Neil |ooks up to his Mum
ALI CE (CONT' D)
Prom se ne that you'll never get
yourself put in there. No matter
how | ong you're in here for, promse
me you'll never do anything to get
yoursel f put in there.
NEI L
Il won't. | won't, | won't.
ALl CE
Good.
Nei| | ooks alnobst in awe at his nother, before realizing
that they are still standing in the mddle of a street.
NEI L
Come on, we're al nost back.
ALl CE
Back where?
NEI L
Horre.

They round a corner where we see the entrance to a snal

NEI L
But they hurt you!

ALl CE
Yes, they did, but there's nothing I
can do about that now.

roomto which the doors have been forced open. Nei
Alice head towards it.

ALl CE
I thought we'd be in cells with the
ot her prisoners?

who is still

47.
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NEI L
No.

He heads towards the door.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
You' re going to have to hold yourself
up for a mnute.

He | eans her against a wall and wal ks over to the door and
di sconnects sonme wiring fromvarious places around the door.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
You' d get a pretty good shock if you
wal ked into any of that.

Hs Mimsmles at him

ALl CE
You were always so cl ever.

Nei | wal ks back over to Alice and hol ds her up again and
begins to wal k over to the door with her.

Just as they are about to enter however Neil is struck down
by somet hing from behind -- a CHALNOTH appears, having hit
Nei | across the back of his head, taking both himand Alice
to the ground.

Alice cries out in pain as he | ashes out and hits her also.
Both lie on the ground unconsci ous.

DI SSOLVE TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

Cross lays on a biobed, with Talora and Elris watching over
hi m
ELRI S
Vel cone back.

CRCSS
What happened?

ELRI S
We found you unconsci ous in your
quarters after you didn't turn up
for duty.

CRCSS
How | ong have | been out?

ELRI S
At | east six hours.

Cross sighs.
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ELRI S (CONT' D)
Do you have any idea what happened?

Cross | ooks up at Y'lan.

CRCSS
Has Y' lan told you about what happened
 ast night?

TALORA

He told us that you were involved in
a procedure designed to resolve the
i ssues between you and the Dom ni on.

CROSS
That's right. Did he tell you that
it was through it was a form of

t el epat hy?

ELRI S
No, actually. Wat did he do to
you?

Beat .

SMASH CUT TO:
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK
W see Alice's dead body slunping to the floor, with a huge
stab wound across her chest... as a young Neil looks on with
wi de-eyed di shelief.

SMASH CUT TO:
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

Sane as before.

CRCSS
Not hing. | just renenber feeling
really tense and then | nust have
passed out.

ELRI S

You do have a | ot of neural activity
goi ng on around your hi ppocanpus.

CRCSS
What does that nean?

ELRI S
It nmeans that you've been accessing
your nenories a lot nore than your
brain's designed for.
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CRCSS
What |'ve been seeing is al nost as
if I was actually there.
(beat)
Everything seens so real

ELRI S
There we go, then.

CRGCSS
| don't want to stop working with
Y' lan on this.

Elris and Tal ora share concerned gl ances.

He sm | es

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Has it caused any pernmanent damage?

ELRI S

No.
CRCSS

Could it cause any permanent damage?
ELRI S

| don't think so, but I still don't

reconmend it. Your brain sinply
isn"t designed for..

CROSS
(i nterrupts)
Then 1'm going to go ahead with
anot her procedure. And besi des,
it's the best sleep I've had in years.

at her.
ELRI S
| don't recommend it.
TALORA
Listen to her, Captain.
CRCSS
Tal ora, you were the one who told ne
to put ny prejudices behind nme, 1I'm

doing that and |I'm not stopping here.
| have to find out what happens.

Elris sighs.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Am| free to go?

ELRI S
| can't see any reason to keep you
here.

50.
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He stands, getting ready to |eave.

CRCSS
Then 1'l1 see you |ater and
(to Tal ora)
"Il see you on the Bridge.

Elris nods and Cross turns to | eave.

TALORA
Unl ess you return to Sickbay first.

CRCSS
Ch, shut up

He exits.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUQUS

The smle that was on Cross' face in the previous scene
qui ckly dissolves into a frowm as he wal ks al ong the corridor.

DI SSOLVE TGO
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Neil and Alice lie on the floor unconscious, but as we watch
Nei| begins to stare. He winces at the pain in his head and
| ooks over at his Mumwho is still unconscious. He gently
shakes her.

NEI L
Mim  Mum

She al so begins to stare and Neil turns to | ook at his room
He wal ks away fromhis Mumfor a nmonment and | ooks inside the
room It is devastated, there is nothing left inside it

ot her then sone rags and two poorly constructed wooden objects
that are apparently passing for beds. Neil sighs and wal ks
back over to his Mum

NEI L ( CONT' D)
They took everything.

ALl CE
VWhat ?

NEI L
Everything's gone; everything that I
had here, what |'ve got together
over the past four weeks, it's gone!

Alice slowy sits up

ALl CE
What was t here?
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NEI L
Food, water, blankets, ny alarm
system They've taken it all.

(beat)
Wiy didn't they just finish us off
as wel | ?
Alice is still weak but we hear a determ nation in her voice

t hat we have not yet heard.

ALl CE
Don't ever speak |like that, Neil.

NEI L
Wiy? There's no point...

Though she is still obviously weak, the concern she has for
her son has not been affected by this, if not nade stronger
by it.

ALl CE
We can get all of that again. |
can't get another you again.

She lets this settle in for a nonent before:

ALI CE ( CONT' D)
Besi des, don't say "us" next tine.
Sone of us have got our hearts set
on making it out of this place.

She manages to force a smle as Neil helps her up and gui des
her inside the room

INT. THE HOLE -- CHEZ CROSS -- CONTI NUOUS -- FLASHBACK

Nei | guides Alice over to one of the beds and gui des her
down on to it.

ALl CE
Who attacked us?
NEI L
| didn't see who it was.
ALl CE
Looked |i ke a Chal not h.
NEI L
Chal not h?
ALl CE

Big furry things.

NEI L
There's quite a few big furry things
her e.
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ALl CE
Coul d be them then.

A pause as Neil slunps down against the back wall.

NEI L
My head hurts.

ALl CE
Let nme have a | ook.

Neil walks in front of her and kneels down so that she can
i nspect the wound.

There is a fair anount of blood on the back of his head.

ALI CE ( CONT' D)
Do you feel dizzy?

She begins to touch around it.

NEI L
A bit, yeah. OWM
ALl CE
Sorry. How s your vision?
NEI L
Not bad.
ALl CE
Not blurry?
NEI L

Nope, ow Stop it!

ALl CE
| don't think there's any mgjor
danmage. Looks |ike a m nor
concussi on.

NEI L
It doesn't feel like it.

He rubs the back of his head.

ALl CE
So why did they attack you?

NEI L
| don't know, they just did.

Alice gives himone of those | don't believe you | ooks that
not hers so often give their children. There's a pause.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
| haven't nmade many friends here.
( MORE)
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NEI L ( CONT' D)
(beat)
It's been a long four weeks.

ALl CE
It should have been two weeks nore.

Nei |l remains quiet.

ALI CE ( CONT' D)
Any idea why they let me out early?

NEI L
(edgy)

Alice notices the tone of Neil's voi ce.

ALI CE
Are you sure?

NEI L
Yeah. |' m sure.

Al'ice | ooks at him concerned, as Neil deliberately |ooks
away from her gaze.

FADE TGO
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise docked at Deep Space N ne.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Cross stops wal king outside Y lan's |lab and hits the chine.
The doors open and Y' | an appears.

CRCSS
You heard about what happened?

Y' LAN
Yes.
CRGCSS
Is it because of you?
Y' LAN
It is a possibility.
CRGCSS

And is it the reason why | can't
stop thinking about what happened
while | was there?

Y' LAN
| do not know.
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CRGCSS
|"ve started to remenber things,
Y lan, things that |'ve never
remenbered before.

Y' LAN
The part of your brain that stores
your nenories has been put under a
great deal of strain. You may be
remenbering what | have told you
about, your real reasons for your
hatred of the Dom nion. Things that
you, as a child, have already bl ocked
from your consciousness or creating
menories fromother echoes that. ..

CROSS
(i nterrupts)
Wait a mnute, wait a mnute. You're
telling me that nmy brain could be
maki ng some of this up?

Y' LAN
It is a possibility.

CRCSS
So these new nenories |'m having...
t hey m ght not have happened?

Y' LAN
Perhaps. But there is also an equa
possibility that the events did happen
and that you are nerely retrieving
t hem from your subconsci ous.

CRCSS
How can | found out which it is?

Y' LAN
| do not know.

CRCSS
What if you conme back into my m nd
again? Wn't you be able to separate
what's real fromwhat's not?

Y' LAN
No. It is not that sinple.

At this point Cross begins to get nore and nore infuriated
by the enigmatic Q tam.

CRCSS
Why not ?
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Y' LAN
It is not possible for nme to interpret
t hat .

CRCSS
Damm it, Y'lan, you said you' d help
nme!

Y' LAN
| did.

CROSS

Did you know that this could happen

to me? That these nenories could
begin to surface?

Y' LAN
| did.

CRGCSS
Then why didn't you warn ne?

Y' LAN
| warned you that there could be
side effects.

CRCSS
It's hardly a side effect, Y Ilan!

This is nmy life, as | know it, being

brought into question! | need to
know if what |'mseeing is real or
not !

Y' LAN
| cannot help you. | amsorry,
Capt ai n.

CRGCSS

What about our next session?

Y' LAN
| cannot hel p you.

Cross frowns at him

CRGCSS
Cannot or will not?

Y' LAN
Good ni ght, Captain.

56.

Y lan turns to exit but Cross gets ahead of himand foll ows

himinto his | ab.
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INT. ENTERPRI SE -- Y' LAN S LAB -- CONTI NUOUS

CROSS

Have Talora or Elris spoken to you?
Y' LAN

Yes.
CROSS

What did they say to you?

Y' LAN
They forbid me fromcarrying on with
procedure. Wth little respect for
ny thoughts on the matter.

Cross is infuriated.

CRGCSS
Your thoughts? Wat about m ne?!
Does it matter what anyone el se
thinks, Y lan, does it? This is ny
life, not theirs and I need to know
what it is that |'m experiencing and
| need to know now | can't... get
to all of the nmenories, they're
bl ocked, | need your help to get ne
there. 1'mgoing to ask you one
nore tinme Y'lan, then I'"'mgoing to
start getting angry: WIIl you help
me?

Y' LAN
| cannot.

Cross | ooks extrenmely angry but manages to control hinself.
CRGCSS
Then | guess I'll just have to find
out for nyself, won't 1? And all of
you will have to live with the
consequences. . .
He exits leaving Y' lan | ooking quite nystified.
| NT. ENTERPRI SE --- CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUOUS

Cross exits the lab and begins to march down the corridor
and as we close on Cross's face we...

DI SSOLVE TGO
INT. THE HOLE -- HUT -- FLASHBACK

...a close up on young Neil's face as he peers between sone
metal railings looking into a hut type structure where a
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nunber of people, including the Chal noth, Ferengi and Andorian
fromearlier are gathered.

They talk with quiet voices, on edge, constantly | ooking
around to see if anyone has seen them

ANDORI AN
And this is the point where we hide
in waste disposal ?

FERENG
Correct.
CHALNOTH
I will not hide fromny fatel
FERENG
Do you want to escape this place or
not ?
CHALNOTH
Are you questioning ny dedication?
FERENG
No.
CHALNOTH
Good. | will not be ridiculed!
ANDCRI AN

That's nice. Were's the Vul can?

FERENG
She' || be here, be patient.

CHALNOTH
Patience, is something |I'mfast
runni ng out of.

He | ooks at the door and is about to exit when the assorted
rags gathered there nove and the fenmal e Vul can we saw earlier
enters.

Nei| reacts to her presence with that of disnmay.

VULCAN
| amsorry | amlate
CHALNOTH
I was just |eaving.
VULCAN
That is unfortunate. | was afraid

that | was being followed.

ANDCRI AN
Were you?
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VULCAN
| don't think so.

ANDORI AN
You' d better hope that you weren't
or you will have endangered us all!

VULCAN
| realize that.
ANDORI AN
Good.
VULCAN

Where were you?
I NT. THE HOLE -- STREET -- FLASHBACK

Wth that Neil turns away fromthe railings and begins to
wal kK away down the "street."

NEI L
(quietly, to hinself)
Wiy did she have to be there?

He sighs and continues to wal k forwards.
DI SSCLVE TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

The doors part and Cross wal ks in. The lights are di mand
no one else is apparently around. He picks up a hypospray
and then wal ks over to a cabinet full of add-ons to the
hypospray (containing the nedication) and roots through them
until he finds what he is | ooking for.

He holds it up to his neck and injects hinself with the
hypospray before turning and exiting..

DI SSOLVE TGO
INT. THE HOLE -- ZEYVIR S OFFI CE -- FLASHBACK

Neil is sitting on a wooden chair in the same office he was
in earlier; the Vorta sits on the edge of his desk | ooking
down at him Standing either side of Neil are two Jen Hadar
guards, including the one (Ekar'idan) fromearlier.

ZEYVI R
So tell me, Neil. What do you know?

NEI L
Not a | ot.
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Si | ence.

A beat .

ZEYVI R
Real ly? 1'd have thought a boy of
your reputation would have eyes and
ears all over the conpound.

NEI L
Then you don't know nme as well as
you t hi nk.

ZEYVI R
So you're telling ne that you don't
know anything. Wat is it you humans
say? All's quiet on the Wstern
front?

NEI L
Sonmet hing |ike that, yeah.

ZEYVI R
So if there is, oh, say an escape
attenpt, in the next few days you
won't mnd nme putting your nother
into isolation for the next eight
weeks?

NEI L
There m ght be stuff going on | don't
know about .

ZEYVI R
| hope for your sake that there isn't.

ZEYVI R ( CONT' D)
You know | don't want to hurt you
Neil, but I can't do that if you
don't cooperate... Let ne ask you
one nore tine. Do you know anyt hi ng?

NEI L
If you didn't want to hurt nme, you
woul dn't nmake nme do this.

ZEYVI R
But where would | be w thout you?
You' ve becone ny lifeline. Your
visits are ny one source of true
happi ness, Neil. | beg you, don't
di sappoi nt mne.

NEI L
Fine. The Chalnoth. He's planning
sonet hi ng.

60.
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ZEYVI R
Pl anni ng what ?

NEI L
An escape.

Zeyvir notions to one of the Jenml Hadar sol di er standi ng next
to Neil.

ZEYVI R
You. Put himin isolation -- ["'1]I
speak to himl ater

The guard, the one that isn't on the best of ternms with young
Neil, nods, leaving only one guard by the Vorta's side.

ZEYVI R ( CONT' D)
I's that everything?

Nei |l nods.

NEI L
Uh- huh.

A pause as Zeyvir looks into Neil's eyes.

ZEYVI R
| don't believe you.
NEI L
No one else is involved, | swear!

Zeyvir raises an eyebrow at Neil's unnoticed slip of the
t ongue.

ZEYVI R
Correct me if I'"'mwong -- but isn't
t he Chal noth the man who rai ded your
rooma few weeks back?

NEI L
Yeah, he was.

ZEYVI R
Then why protect hin? | seemto
recall that he hurt your nother.

NEI L
No nore than you did.

ZEYVI R
Ch, Neil, don't drag that up again,
| thought we'd put that behind us.
Let's get back on track. Now why
woul d you protect soneone who woul d
do sonething like that?



RENAI SSANCE: "Nor Bid the Stars Farewel | "

Pause.

Cross nods.

Pause.

ACT THREE

NEI L
I"mscared of him
ZEYVI R
You' re scared of hinf
NEI L
What's going to happen to hin®
ZEYVI R
He's going to be put away for a |ong
tinme.

NEI L
What if he gets out? What if he
finds out it was nme who told you?

ZEYVI R

I"d be nore worried about what happens

if he tells us anything you haven'
I's there anything el se you haven't
told us?

NEI L
No. That's it.

t.

62.

Zeyvir pulls a phaser out of one of the drawers on his desk
bef ore | ooki ng over to the one remaining Jen Hadar. .

He | ooks over at the Jeni Hadar about to say sonething,

ZEYVI R
Bring his nother here.

NEI L

No! 1'Il tell you everything I know,

| prom se!

ZEYVI R
Maybe 1'l I have her brought here
anyway, just to encourage you?

NEI L
No, | don't want her to know |'ve
been doing this. Please don't.

ZEYVI R
I'msure she'll understand.

when:
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NEI L
If you bring her here | won't be
able to carry on spying for you

Pause.
ZEYVI R
Tell me everything you know, and
make it quick
Neil looks at him relieved but still very much on edge.

CUT TO
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Al'ice, who now | ooks noderately better, is waiting for Nei

at the bottomof the staircase. Neil energes with Zeyvir

who sends himdown the stairs, while he waits at approximately
hal f way down.

Alice | ooks at her son

ALl CE
That's the second tine in a week.
What ' s goi ng on?

NEI L
Not hi ng.

ZEYVI R
He's just been helping with ny
paperwork; 1 thought the boy could
do with at | east sonme form of
education while he's in here.

ALl CE
Wiy do | not believe you?
ZEYVI R
It's your choice.
ALl CE
(to Neil)

Conme on, let's go.

She turns himaround and they begin to wal k towards the
"street."

ALI CE ( CONT' D)

(whi spers)
W' |l talk about this when we get
back.
NEI L

There's nothing to tal k about!
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At this point a 'ghost' of Neil appears which runs off down
the street, |eaving the other Neil stood beside his nother,
only wal king slightly faster towards their 'hut'.

I NT. THE HOLE -- CHEZ CROSS -- FLASHBACK

Neil storns into the hut, quickly followed by Alice.

ALI CE
Do you want to tell ne what's going
on?

NEI L

There's nothing to tell!

ALl CE
Oh really? Then nmaybe you'd care to
explain why the Dom nion rel eased ne
early and why you' re spendi ng so
much time with that damm Vorta? 1Is
he hurting you, Neil?

NEI L
No!
ALl CE
Has he touched you?
NEI L
No!
ALl CE
Then what's goi ng on?!
Pause, as Neil |ooks down at the ground, Alice wal ks over to
hi m

ALI CE ( CONT' D)
Whatever it is, Neil, you can talk
to me about it. No one's going to
be annoyed, but you have to tell ne
what's goi ng on

Anot her pause.

ALI CE ( CONT' D)

kay?
NEI L
kay.
A | ong pause.
NEI L ( CONT' D)

He said they'd release you if | spied
on the canp for him
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ALl CE
(shocked)
Spi ed?
Neil |ooks at his nother, distressed by the anount of shock
he sees in her face and quickly tries to rescue hinself.
NEI L
(qui ckly)
He said they'd rel ease you, | couldn't

bear to be without you for any | onger,
I had to get you out of there, Min

I couldn't let them keep you there!

| love you!

Alice looks at himinfuriated and Neil takes a few steps
back, worried about what his nother m ght say, but she says
not hi ng, only begi ns wal ki ng towards the door.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
Mum Where are you goi ng?

She doesn't answer. Tears once again begin to fill his eyes.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
Mun

ALl CE
| have to talk to him

NEI L
Mum no, you can't! They'll put you
back in there again, you can't!

Al'ice ignores his pleas and storns outside..
I NT. THE HOLE -- CONTI NUQUS -- FLASHBACK
Alice exits, followed in quick succession by Neil

NEI L
Mum

Neil turns to |look at his nother, already a few nmeters down
the street, only to watch in horror as the Chal noth appears
behind Alice, holding a knife up to her before plunging it
into her back. She screanms as it cones out of her chest and
Nei | begins to run back to her as the Chalnoth pulls the

kni fe out.

From behi nd the Chal noth the Jem Hadar appears, smling and
as Neil continues to run over towards his fallen npother and
hol ds her as the Chalnoth retreats into the street.

As he pulls her linp head up on to his |legs, she holds out a
bl ood covered hand and strokes his face with it.
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She holds it there for what seens |like an eternity as tears
bl eed fromNeil's eyes.

ALl CE
I love you, Neil
NEI L
Don't say that! You're going to be

okay!

Alice smles at him as her breathing becones nore difficult.

ALl CE
| love you. Promse ne you'll mnake
it out of here. | |ove you.

Eventual |y, the hand grows linp and it slunps down on to the
floor as a pool of blood begins to grow around them..

NEI L
(weakl y)
| prom se..

As a crowd of people grows around them we...

FADE TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS' S QUARTERS
Cross is curled up in a ball in his quarters, shaking
violently. W are unable to tell if he is conscious or not.
Fromthis we...

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE | N:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS' S QUARTERS

Cross lies still on the floor before we hear the doors slide
open. The canera pulls up to show Elris and Tal ora urgently
wal king in. Elris flips open her tricorder and runs it over
Cross.

Cross's eyes open ever so slightly, it is barely noticeable
but as they do so the background behind them..

FADE TO
I NT. THE HOLE

And we see Elris and Talora from Cross's point of view as
t hough they are in the Hole with him W only hear a strange
ECHO of what Elris and Tal ora are sayi ng.

ELRI S
Just like | expected; he injected
himself with triaxocol.

TALORA
Has he overdosed?

ELRI S
| don't think so. It |ooks like the
stimulation in his brain has just
sent himinto shock

Cross's eyes finally close again and we. ..

FADE QUT.
FADE | N:
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Same as the | ast shot, except the eyes are nuch younger.
Young Neil is holding Alice in his arnms as the Chal noth noves
closer and closer. He lets Neil savor the nonment of his

not her's death

CHALNOTH
Savor it, Human. Savor the sight,
the sound, the snell of it all.
It's raw passion, and it's the |ast
thing that you' re ever going to
experience. You lucky b--

But before the Chalnoth can finish the sentence or get any
cl oser a beam of energy strikes himin his side and the alien
falls to the ground.
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For a beat Neil remains |ooking at where the Chal noth was
standi ng, before turning to |l ook at his shooter. Zeyvir
stands still, phaser still in hand. The two of themj ust
| ook at each other for a second before:

ZEYVI R
It's not your tine.

Nei | doesn't respond. The stare continues for what seens
i ke an eternity before Zeyvir turns to | ook at the Jeni Hadar
who stood idly by during the killing.

ZEYVI R ( CONT' D)
You. Up here. Now.

The Jemi Hadar glares at Neil before walking to his fate in
the Vorta's office.

Neil continues to cling to his nother's dead body. W hold
on this image for a while, before we see sone footsteps
wal ki ng towards them-- the Vulcan we saw earlier has arrived.

VULCAN
You can't stay there forever, you
know.

Nei | doesn't say anyt hing.

VULCAN ( CONT' D)
Wuld you like to cone with ne?

Neil still remains silent. The Vulcan leans in closer to
hi m and pushes the | oose hair off the front of Neil's face.

NEI L
| have to keep her warm

The Vul can remains knelt down beside Neil as a crowd begins
to devel op around t hem

After a nmonent there is a FLASH and the Vulcan is suddenly
replaced by Talora. Elris also appears, standing next to

her. The young Neil is also replaced, and slowy fades into
t he present day adult Cross.
CRCSS

| have to keep her warm.
FLASH TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

Talora and Elris stand over the now conscious Cross. Both
| ook at each other, utterly confused.
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FLASH TGO
I NT. THE HOLE

Sane as before. Cross begins to realize that it is Talora
and Elris and no | onger the Vulcan who is present.

CRCSS
Wiy are you here? You aren't supposed
to be here!

Talora turns to |l ook at Elris.

FLASH TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY
Sanme as before.
TALORA
Are these the side effects?
Elris is about to speak before:
FLASH TGO

I NT. THE HOLE
Sane as before.

CRCSS
(through tears)
What the hell are you tal king about?

Elris leans in closer to himand begins scanning Cross with
her tricorder. She |ooks very confused at the readi ngs she
i S seeing.

ELRI S
| don't know what it is that |I'm
seeing. ..

FLASH TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- S| CKBAY
Cross sees the tricorder.
CRCSS
You're fromStarfleet. You're here
to rescue ne!

Talora and Elris | ook at each other severely unnerved.

TALORA
What ' s happening to hinf
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A beat before Elris shakes her head.

ELRI S
| don't know. You'd better get Y'lan
up here.
Tal ora sighs.
FLASH TO
I NT. THE HOLE
Sanme as before.
CRGCSS
You have to help nmy Mumi  She's been
st abbed! She's still warm you can

hel p her!

At this point the images of Talora and Elris begin to fade
away, replaced once again by that of the Vulcan woman. Cross
al so fades away into the body of his younger self over the
foll ow ng di al ogue:

CROSS/ NEI L
(through tears)
You have to help her! Please!
Pl ease!

W pull out to see that a crowd has surrounded him and as
t he Vul can worman conti nues to crouch down by his side, Neil
Cross continues to weep, holding his nother's body in his
arnms. ..

Hold on this image for a few beats before:

FADE QUT.
FADE | N:
INT. THE HOLE -- ZEYVIR S OFFI CE -- FLASHBACK

The doors part to reveal a rough | ooking Neil appear in the
doorway, staring straight at Zeyvir.

NEI L

(dryly)
You rang?

ZEYVI R
Yes, | do believe | did.

No smiles this tine, he is deadly serious.

NEI L
Get on with what you want to say.
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Beat .

ZEYVI R
I"mtruly sorry about what happened
to your nother.

Nei| attenpts to stand firm but his bottomlip shakes the
neverthel ess... Over the follow ng sentence his voice goes
froma quiet whinper to a |oud, fierce shout:

NEI L
You expect ne to believe that?
ZEYVI R
Not really, no, but I thought 1'd
give it a go anyway. It is

unfortunate, though.

NEI L
What, because you haven't got anyone
to keep nme doing your dirty work
anynore?

ZEYVI R
Sonmet hing |ike that, yes.

Nei | sighs and stares at him bl ankly.
ZEYVI R ( CONT' D)

Do you know what the problemw th
people like us, Neil?

NEI L
You' re an asshol e?
ZEYVI R
(smles)
W don't know when to stop
(pause)

I show you conpassion in your tine
of need, | give you synpathy in your
dar kest hour and what do | get in
return? Nothing, but ny good nature
t hrown straight back in ny face.

NEI L
| wonder why?

ZEYVI R
That's what |'ve been trying to
understand. Surely, after news of
your little job got out you can't
have many friends |left down there...

NEI L
(i nterrupts)
Didn't have any anyway.
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ZEYVI R

Al'l the nore reason for you to accept
what |'mgiving to you

(beat)
You may not like it, but I do w sh
that you' d accept it -- perhaps even
treasure it -- but that's not
i mportant, | just w sh that you would
take it as though it fromwas soneone
who cared about your well being as
much as your nother did...

72.

Really the wong thing to say, Neil |ooks at hi menraged and

runs over to himand pins the Vorta to his desk.

NEI L
How t he hell would you know what
that felt [ike? Tell me, Vorta,
have you ever felt what it's like to
be | oved? Ever?

ZEYVI R
| saw a Founder once...

Nei | bangs Zeyvir's head agai nst the desk.

NEI L
Wong answer! | alnost feel sorry
for you, you know. Never know ng
what that's like. But then you don't
have to feel what it's like to be
ri pped away fromthem because of
your fucking delinquency!

He bangs his head against the desk tw ce nore.

ZEYVI R
Neil, I...

NEI L
Shut the fuck up! You think you're
so clever manipulating ne |ike that,
don't you? Well, how clever are you
going to | ook when all your fucking
brains are smashed out on to the
fucki ng desk?

He smashes Zeyvir's head on the desk over and over, as the
doors behind hi mopen and two Jeml Hadar sol di er throw Neil
against the wall. Blood appears at the side of his nouth,

but he manages to pry hinself up and wal k towards the door.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
Get out of ny way.

He manages to run between the two guards and out into the
Hol e, | eaving Zeyvir sem consci ous on the desk.
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NEI L ( CONT' D)
(shouts)
"Il be back for you, Vorta! You
just wait!

As we see Neil disappear fromour view we...

I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

The reflections of flanes play across Neil's face,

73.

FADE TO

across

the tears in his eyes, as he watches something burning in

front of him

He tightly holds on to the pendant that Alice gave him
holding it between his fingers and running the fingers of

hi s other hand down the chain as though it were hair.

Slowmy pull around to see a large pile of debris alight with
a huge plune of snoke rising above it -- as we hear klaxons

begi nning to sound and guards beginning to nobilize,

Nei |

takes one | ast ook at the flanes, before turning and fl eeing

into the depths of the Hole...

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CONFERENCE ROOM

CUT TO

The entire senior staff with the exception of Cross and Elris
are gathered in the room Elris joins themby video Iink on

one of the nonitors.

GREY

Wien will he regain consci ousness?

ELRI S
I"ve been up all night trying to
work out just that -- but | don't

have a clue. | just don't know what's

wong with him

GREY
What about Y'|an?
(to Tal ora)
Didn't you say he got himin this
state in the first place?

TALORA
Not exactly... but we believe that
what ever the Captain experienced

whilst he was with Y lan did initially

trigger his hallucinations.

GREY

How do we know he's not hal | ucinating

now?
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Talora | ooks at Elris.

ELRI S
W don't. The neural patterns are
simlar, but not identical. Anything
coul d be happeni ng.

QUI NLAN
I's it causing himany danmage?
ELRI' S
Not that | can tell. But | don't
think we'll fully know for certain

until he wakes up.

QUI NLAN
So what do we do until then?

GREY
I think that we should bring Y Ian
in for a few questions.

QUI NLAN
Agreed. If anyone knows what's
happening to the Captain, it's him
He m ght even have some nagi cal gadget
t hat can make everything go back to
nor mal .

TALORA
That woul d be conveni ent.

QUI NLAN
If only he had one for everything.

TALORA
Bring Ylan to Sickbay. Doctor Elris
and nyself will talk to himthere.

QUI NLAN
Under st ood.

TALORA
D sm ssed.

The staff begins to file out and Elris di sappears fromthe
noni t or.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY
Tal ora stands over Cross as Elris continues to performtests.

The doors slide open and Quinlan enters with Y lan in front
of her.
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QUI NLAN
Here he is, Commander.

Talora turns around to see Quinlan walking in with Y |an but
does not respond.

ELRI S
Hell o, Y'Ian.

Y' LAN
Good norni ng, Doctor

ELRI S
Anything | should know?

Y' LAN
| amin perfect health. Do you know
sonething that I do not?

ELRI S
If you're trying to be funny, you're
not .

Y'lan remai ns qui et.

ELRIS (CONT' D)
W need to know what's happening to
t he Capt ain.

Y' LAN
| have only come into contact with
hi m once since our |ast neeting and
as requested, | did not allowthe
procedure to conti nue.

ELRI S
Coul d that have had an effect on
hi nP

Y' LAN

Possi bly. Non-Q tam who have not
conpl eted the procedure have been
known to have conpl ete nental

br eakdowns.

Talora and Elris | ook at each other.

TALORA
And you didn't think it was necessary
totell us this before?

Pause.
Y' LAN

| presunmed that you were aware of
the rel evant facts.
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Talora and Elris collectively sigh.

ELRI S
When you say conpl ete nenta
br eakdown. . .

Y' LAN

The patient went conpletely insane.
Beat .
ELRI S

I's there any way you can continue
t he process now he's unconsci ous?

Y' LAN
| could. But at great risk to ny
owm well being. | too could |ose

control of ny sanity.
Anot her pause.

TALORA
What will the Captain will be
experiencing right now?

As Y' lan says the follow ng, the canera slowy zoons in on
Cross, before seeing Elris and Talora's reactions to what
Y lan is saying.

Y' LAN
| presume that he will be where
left himlast; in the Dom nion
prisoner of war canp where he was
held as a child...

ELRI S
(whi spers)
Fighting for his life.
TALORA
I's there any other way we can help
hi n?
Y' LAN

Not that | am aware of.
Pause.
Y LAN (CONT' D)
But that will not be necessary. |
will assist you.
Elris seens slightly stunned by this.

ELRI' S
You will?
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Y' LAN
I will.

Elris breathes a sigh of relief.
Y' LAN ( CONT' D)
| must go and prepare. | wll return
wi thin the hour.

He exits leaving Elris and Talora slightly shell shocked by
what he has said.

QUI NLAN
(to Elris)
You been massagi ng his tentacles

agai n?
Elris | ooks back unanused.
CUT TO
INT. THE HOLE -- CONDU T

Neil is curled up inside what | ooks |ike a small, conpact
electrical conduit. Hs clothing is in a nuch worse state

t han we have seen previously; it is ripped and has bl ood and
dirt all over it. Hs face is also covered in blood and dirt.

He lies still, silent, even when there is a bright flash
from behi nd himhe remains notionless. The canera pulls back
to reveal Y lan crouched down inside the conduit. He walks
towards Neil .

Y' LAN
Captain Cross?

A beat .

Y' LAN ( CONT' D)
Capt ai n?

He puts a tentacle on the boy's shoul der, and Neil suddenly
jerks to life, pushing hinself back against the wall.

NEI L
What are you doing here? How did
you find out where |I'm hiding?

Y' LAN
| have cone to take you away from
her e.

NEI L
The Hol e?

Y' LAN

What ever you wish to call it.
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NEI L

Who are you?
Y' LAN

I am Y| an.
NEI L

How do | know | can trust you?
Y' LAN

I am a nmenber of your crew
NEI L

My crew? You nean from Starbase

129?
Y' LAN

I mean what | said.

Nei | | ooks confused.

NEI L

How do | know | can trust you?
Y' LAN

Because | can hel p you escape.

Beat as Neil contenplates this -- how can he say no?

NEI L

What do | have to do?

Y' Il an outstretches one of his tentacles and gently puts it
on to Neil's head. The scene around us...

FADES TO
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK
Cl ose up on the younger Neil Cross who appears to be a little

ol der than when we saw himlast, standing in front of the
stairs leading up to Zeyvir's office.

He still shows all the signs of the harsh environnent that
we saw last tine, his face is still covered with dirt and
bl ood, his clothes still torn, but he appears to have nore

stam na about him perhaps slightly nore cool.

Nei | stands watching the fermale Vul can we saw earlier being
led up the stairs by two Jenl Hadar sol di ers, headi ng towards
sone nmake shift gall ows.

Zeyvir, showing no signs of the attack Neil laid out on him
earlier, stands at the top of the stairs smling.
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ZEYVI R

(shouts)
Let this be a |l esson to you all!
The Vul can nmay have el uded our capture
for two years, but no one can escape
the m ght of the Dom nion -- not
Vul cans, not Humans and certainly
not your pathetic Federation! No,
ny friends, soon the Federation wll
fall and all of your hopes for
liberation and freedomw || be
quashed. The Dominion is the new
power in this quadrant and if you
haven't. .

Suddenly there is a LARGE EXPLOSI ON and debris rains from
the roof of the Hole. Zeyvir |ooks around before scanpering
back into his office as all of the prisoners dive for cover
fromthe falling debris.

Nei| | ooks up at the dust falling fromthe ceiling fromhis
make shift shelter with a smle on his face.

NEI L
| knew you'd cone.

He picks hinself up fromthe floor and runs forward towards
the stairs as debris continues to fall and the Hol e shakes
around him

He reaches the electric barrier fromearlier and slowy hold
out a piece of debris towards it, but before he can touch
the barrier with it, the room shakes once again sending him
crashing into the barrier! He w nces, bracing hinself for
the pain he will feel as his entire body hits the barrier...
but it never cones, the barrier is offline.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
To hell with that!

He junps over the barrier and runs up the stairs, ducking

down and extending his arnms and legs resulting in the two

Jem Hadar soldiers falling fromthe stairs and to their deaths
bel ow, before Neil pulls the Vulcan to her feet and snaps

her to.

VULCAN
Nei | ?

Nei| | ooks towards Zeyvir's office as he stands on the stairs.
W hear the supports of the stairs creaking around them and

t hey begin to buckle beneath him Zeyvir |ooks up from what
he is doing at his desk for a nonent and their eyes | ock,
before Neil quickly turns away and devotes his attention to

t he Vul can.
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NEI L
It's ne.

He puts his arm around her and supports her as the two of
themrun down the stairs. As they do so the stairs begin to
fall to pieces fromabove them and Neil picks up the pace,
forcing the Vulcan to run down the stairs rather then stagger.
They finally reach the bottomas the stairs finally coll apse
in a pile of dust behind them

They head towards one of the streets inside the Hole as energy
beans suddenly begin firing at them from an unseen assail ant.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
It's Starfleet; it's got to be!

VULCAN
You said that six nonths ago.

NEI L
But the |last group of prisoners who
cane in here, they said that Starfl eet
was planning a big push into this
sector!

VULCAN
That woul d be pleasing if it were
true, but right now | would suggest
that you stick to the pessimsmthat
we have spoken of previously.

NEI L
So when you were being |led up those
stairs, you thought you were going
to be killed.

VULCAN
I knew that | was going to be kill ed.
| did not, however, wi sh to be.

NEI L
You Vul cans have got one screwed-up
i dea of optimsm

VULCAN
| do not believe that | would survive
if optimsmwere a trait | possessed.

NEI L
| wouldn't be able to |ive wi thout
it.

They are now running down a snoke or dust filled street, as
t hey manage to reach the conduit that we saw earlier and
jump inside it, slanm ng the door on it shut behind them
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FLASH TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- S| CKBAY

Cross is sweating...

FLASH TO:
INT. THE HOLE -- CONDUI T -- FLASHBACK

Neil and the Vul can are pressed on top of one another as

t hey hear soldiers run past outside, but they are not safe
for long as we hear the famliar sound of a transporter as
THREE JEM HADAR beaminto the conduit, reducing the space
inside the conduit even nore so.

Nei | and the Vul can see what is happening and quickly craw
to the door and pull it open and |eap outside. There is
even nore debris falling fromthe ceiling and we can hear

t he noi se of weapon discharges fromall that far away.

They resume runni ng once again.

NEI L
Looks |ike you were right.

The Vul can | ooks at him

VULCAN
| would not be so sure. Listen.

They listen, Neil |ooks back, confused.

VULCAN ( CONT' D)
Those are Starfleet phasers.

NEI L
Real | y?

The Vul can al nbst sm | es and nods her head.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
But they were Jem Hadar!

VULCAN
Li berations don't cone easily.

NEI L
W have to help them

VULCAN
That woul d be unw se.

NEI L
Wy ?
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VULCAN
You could be killed in the fire fight.
NEI L
O | could die hiding -- | know which
I'd rather do.

They continue running back into the main area where we see
Starfleet soldiers fighting the Dom nion.

Nei| and the Vulcan rush into the thick of things, and begin
fighting sonme of the Cardassian soldiers nearest to them

Nei| begins to get particularly aggressive with one Cardassian
sol dier, kicking his face to a bloody pul p once he has knocked
hi m unconsci ous.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
This... is... for... ny nother!

He gets so caught up in the nonment that he does not see a
Jem Hadar creeping up on himfrom behind him and the
Jem Hadar is about to snap Neil's neck when a phaser bolt
kills the Jem Hadar in md step and Neil sw ngs around to
see the Vul can hol ding a Cardassi an phaser.

VULCAN
Wat ch your back

Nei | nods and smles, before another phaser bolt hits the
Vul can square in her back fromabove him Neil quickly turns
around to see the Vorta holding a phaser of his own.

ZEYVI R
No one escapes the Dom nion!

He ainms his phaser at Neil and is about to fire when anot her
HUGE pur pl e-col ored phaser beam conmes roaring through the
ceiling, apparently one froma Domnion ship in orbit,
sonewhere in one of the streets behind Neil, resulting in
debris flying in all directions and everyone being thrown to
the floor... Fromthis we...

SMASH CUT OUT
END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE

FADE | N:

I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Pan across the fallen rubble through clouds of dust. Beneath
us, we can see various bodies littered across the floor and
we close in on the body of a notionless boy, with bl ood
running down his forehead... fromthe position of his neck

he is quite obviously dead.

Suddenly we hear a COUGH and the canera suddenly sw ngs around
to see young Neil, not |ooking that nmuch better off (with

t he exception of the whole neck thing) beginning to sit up

and renove sonme of the dust fromhis face.

His face remains pretty nmuch the same, so he pulls up his
hands to his nmouth and spits on themand tries rubbing his
face again -- this doesn't achieve nuch nore than making the
dust solidify, he shakes his head and some of it gets out of
his hair, but just |ike everything else around himhe is
still covered in dust.

Suddenly, he renenbers sonmething. He puts his hands in his
pockets, quickly I ooking around for sonething, but he can't
find it. He continues searching, |ooking around the dust
covered ground for what he has lost. He frantically searches
around on the ground for a second or so before finally finding
what he is |ooking for.

He pulls out a long chain and after a nonment we see that it
is the pendant Alice gave himand he holds it up to the |ight
as nore dust falls fromthe ceiling. He lets hinself smle
for a second before quickly remenbering his business, and
begi ns wal ki ng around in the dust.

As he wal ks he | eaves footprints as he goes, just as though
he was wal ki ng through the snow. He reaches the position
where the Vulcan fell fromearlier and begins to dig around
in the dust until he finds her face, the dust clinging to
her pointed ears she alnost |ooks |ike a snowran, entonbed
in a snowthat will never nelt... The smle that was on his
face previously is now a distant nmenory as his face becones
overtaken with rage and once again he begins frantically
digging in the dust...

FADE TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

Y lan is now stood away from Cross, Talora now stands over
himas Elris nonitors himw th a tricorder

ELRI S
Not hi ng' s happeni ng.
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TALORA
How | ong until there's any effect?

Y' LAN
| cannot say. The captain is now
living out the final days of his
time in the prison canp. | cannot
pi npoi nt how nmuch nore time there is
until his escape, nor whether he
w || regain consci ousness once he
has conpleted reliving his
experiences.

ELRI S
So you m ght not have changed anyt hing
what soever ?

Y' LAN
That renmains to be seen.

Suddenly Cross's eyes jolt open and bolts up right staring
at Elris and Talora in the face before junping off the bed
he has been laid on and on to the floor, knocking one of
Elris's nmedical boxes on the floor with himas he goes.

He qui ckly begins searching through the equi pmrent as Tal ora
and Elris | ook at each other before | ooking back at himon
the fl oor.

TALORA
What' s he doi ng?

Elris kneels down next to him

ELRI S
Capt ai n?
(pause)
Nei | ?

Cross | ooks over to her for an instant, before hitting her
square in the chest, which sends her crashing back agai nst
t he nmedi cal bed. He then continues his search.

TALORA
Security teamto Sickbay i mediately.

COwW VA CE
Aye, Sir.

Tal ora | ooks over at Cross, increasingly concerned.
FLASH TGO
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Nei | continues digging through the dust, still |ooking for
sonet hi ng.
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He tightly holds on to the pendant with one hand, being
careful not to lose it as he continues digging. Eventually
he finds what he is looking for -- the phaser the Vul can was
hol ding earlier...

FLASH TO:
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

Two security guards enter, |ooking puzzled at the seem ngly
insane Cross sprawl ed out on the floor searching through the
medi cal gear, a nurse is now attending to Elris's head, which
i s bl eeding.

The security officers wal k over towards Tal ora.

TALORA
Restrain him

The two guards | ook at each other before wal king next to
Cr oss.

SECURI TY GUARD 2
Sir? Wuld you come with us please?

Cross's neck snaps around to | ook at themand instantly sees
t he phasers attached to their belts.

SECURI TY GUARD 2 (CONT' D)
Sir?

Cross begins to stand up, but only nakes it to waist height
when he proceeds to grab one of the security officer's phasers
and stunning the other one with it whilst knocking the other
guard off his feet and turning to stun him al so.

Elris and the nurse | ook on hel pless while Tal ora wal ks up

on Cross from behind but Cross turns just in tine to give

her a punch to the face, knocking her against a biobed, where
she crashes down out of sight.

FLASH TO
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK
Nei|l stands up with the phaser and begins to | ook around.
He sees Jeni Hadar and Cardassi ans |ying either unconscious
or dead on the floor and begins to shoot themregardless.
FLASH TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY
Cross | ooks angrily over at Elris and the nurse, the nurse

clings to Elris terrified. Elris just |ooks at Cross square
in the eyes as he draws his weapon and ains it at them
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FLASH TGO
INT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Just as Neil is about to shoot another Jem Hadar, we hear

voi ces from behind us and Neil sw ngs around to see an unseen
group of people with torches heading towards them he ains
his phaser at themand is about to fire when:

OFFI CER 1
Don't shoot! We're Starfleet!

Nei | drops his phaser to his side still keeping hold of it
as he watches the Starfleet officers approaching him W
begin to see their uniforns as they get closer and cl oser
but the tension in Neil's face is not released, it is stil
there and he is not content.

OFFI CER 1 (CONT' D)
Hey. You okay?

The officer wal ks over to him unsure of what to expect.

OFFI CER 1 (CONT' D)
Do you want to give ne that gun?

He indicates down towards the gun that Neil is holding, but
his hand tightens around it and the officer sees this.

OFFI CER 1 (CONT' D)
Okay. You just keep hold of that,
but 1'mgoing to have to get you to
cone with ne.

Neil remains quiet, his grip still tight around the phaser.
OFFI CER 1 (CONT' D)
(calmy)
Hey, can you hear ne?
Beat .

NEI L
| need to get ny things.

Pause as the officer contenplates his options.

OFFI CER 1
Ckay, okay.

He indicates for soneone else to join him and the canera
pans fromthe ground up to reveal CAPTAI N HENRY PORTMAN

OFFI CER 1 (CONT' D)
What ' s your nane, kid?
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NEI L
Nei | .

OFFI CER 1
Okay, Neil, this is Captain Portnman,
he's a Captain in Starfleet. He'l
take you to get your things.

Nei | nods blankly and turns to wal k towards one of the
streets. The officer indicates the gun to Portman and
indicates for himto watch Neil

Portman runs to catch up with Neil and wal ks by his side.

FLASH TO

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY

Cross exits, leaving Elris and the nurse al one, before walking
out into the corridor...

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUOUS

...and as he does so the bodies littering the hole, as well
as the dark snoky atnosphere fills the corridor and Portman
fades in, alnost ghostly as does the younger Neil.

PORTMAN
Hol d on a second!

Nei| stops and turns to see Portman wal ki ng towards him - -
at this point he is facing the debris field of where the
stairs leading to Zeyvir's office used to be, and through
t he now dust covered, tinted wi ndows he sees novenent
upstairs.

He takes note of this for a brief instant before turning to
| ook at Portman who has now caught up with himand hasn't
noti ced where Neil's gaze was nonentarily fixed.

At this point, QU NLAN wal ks around the corner, arned.

PORTMAN ( CONT' D)
So where are we goi ng?

QUI NLAN
Where are you goi ng, Captain?

CRCSS & NEI L
Hone.

Portman | ooks at himand smles, Quinlan | ooks confused.

QUI NLAN
Where's home?



RENAI SSANCE: "Nor Bid the Stars Farewel " - ACT FI VE 88.

PORTNVAN
Wiere are you fron?

CRCSS & NEI L
Earth, you?

Portman | ooks at himwyly, Quinlan tries to match the two
Cross's pace, holding her phaser up to him

QUI NLAN
Unl ess you want nme to shoot you,
you' d better start maki ng sense,

Capt ai n. .
PORTMAN
If you don't want to tal k..
CROSS & NEI L
No. | really don't.

Al four are now out of view of the rest of the Starfl eet
of ficers and expl osions continue overhead, as does the phaser
fire fromall around them

Cross and Neil pick up their phasers and fires at Portnman
and Quinlan, bringing themcrashing to their feet. They are
both still conscious but have been burnt fromthe phaser
fire.

Cross and Neil quickly run over to them and takes off their
conmbadges.

CROSS
I"msorry, but there's sonething
need to do.

QUI NLAN

You're not thinking rationally,
Captain! Whatever you're thinking,
we can help you. Let us help youl

PORTMAN
You coul d have just asked.

CRCSS
You wouldn't |like what | had in m nd.

They al so take Portman's phaser fromhis holster, Quinlan's
fromhers and swap it for the one they are hol ding, handing
Portman and Quinlan the ol der phasers.

PORTMAN
What's this for?

QUI NLAN
What are you doi ng?
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CRGCSS
You don't deserve to die.
PORTMAN
How do you know I just won't shoot

you?
Qui nl an picks up her phaser and takes aim
Cross shrugs.

CRGCSS
It's set to kill

Both Portman and Quinlan attenpt to adjust the settings but
fail.

NEI L
You learn a fewtricks in places
like this.

CRGCSS

'l be back soon

He puts the conmbadge in his pocket, or what's left of it,
and then wal ks away from Portman who lies on the fl oor,
| ooki ng around at the situation around him

I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Nei|l reaches the battered remains of the staircase, there
isn"t much left but there is just about enough left to nake
a determned effort to the top and Neil Cross begins his
ascent ...

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR
Cross pulls off a panel next to one of the turbolifts and
pull's out the circuitry inside it, the lights in the section
go dim
| NTERCUT
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
Gey is sitting in the command chair.
CALE
Conmmander, the power to turbolift
three just went dead!

G ey | ooks back, confused.
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| NTERCUT:
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Cross pries the doors of the turbolift open and | ooks up the
turbolift shaft before beginning to clinb the | adder upwards...

I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Nei|l clinbs up the debris of the staircase, slipping every
now and then but determned to make it to the top.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- TURBOLI FT SHAFT
Cross clinbs upwards, ascendi ng the huge shaft...
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Nei | continues to ascend the debris, but he slips suddenly
and falls a little of the way down, resulting in Neil's |eg
bei ng sl ashed by a piece of shrapnel..

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- TURBOLI FT SHAFT

Cross reaches his drop off point and crawls into a nai ntenance
tube -- not far away fromhimis a sealed door with a | ever
next toit. He pulls at it, revealing the entrance to anot her
set of maintenance shafts, but quite different to those on

the Enterprise. These are the maintenance shafts of Deep
Space N ne..

I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Nei | manages to recover fromthe fall and begins to ascend
once again, though the slash in his leg is quite obviously
serious...

INT. DS9 -- MNAI NTENANCE SHAFTS

Cross craw s through the maintenance shafts before reaching
a panel in the shaft below. .. he opens it and drops down
into...

I NT. DEEP SPACE NI NE -- GUEST QUARTERS -- CONTI NUCUS

He quickly swings around to see ODO | ooki ng straight at him
apparently having heard himcomng. Cross draws his phaser
and points it at him

DO
| take it you're not just dropping
in for dinner?

Cross doesn't react.
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INT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Neil finally nmakes it into Zeyvir's office -- quietly, so
that Zeyvir can neither see nor hear him Zeyvir is working
at the very back of the office, pulling his personal effects
together whilst talking to presumably a Jem Hadar on the
comm

ZEYVI R
| couldn't care less if it was the
only functioning Dom nion ship in
the quadrant, the only thing |I care
about right nowis that you're the
only ship in range with its
transporter working!

The Jem Hadar ship suddenly stops respondi ng, replaced only
by static and Zeyvir |ooks at the conm panel, puzzled.

Nei | positions hinself in the doorway, the cut on his |eg
fromthe ascent into the office is bleeding badly now and he
appears a little unstable on his feet -- nevertheless, he is
hol di ng t he phaser..

NEI L

(quietly)
Vort a.

Zeyvir doesn't hear him he carries on worKking.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
(1 ouder)
Vort a.

Zeyvir stops what he's doing and | ooks over at Neil.

ZEYVI R
| don't suppose you're here to help
me with ny packing?

Nei | | ooks back at him not anused.

At this point Odo and Cross as well as sone itens fromthe
GQuest Quarters were in nonments ago FADE IN to view as the
two tinelines begin to draw cl oser together..

DO
Odo to Security.

ZEYVI R
As much as |'d love to stay and chat,
I"mafraid I"ve really got to go.
G ao.

He taps sonme buttons on the comm
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ZEYVI R ( CONT' D)
CGet ne out of here.

Not hi ng.

NEI L
| wouldn't get your hopes up.

He hol ds up sone kind of honmemade SI GNAL JAMM NG DEVI CE and
waves it around in front of Gdo and Zeyvir.

DO
Captain, | know that mny people hurt
you, but I'mhere on a m ssion of
peace -- an incident like this won't
hel p our cause.

In his dialogue, Zeyvir seenms quite reticent about escaping
alive, he knows his outlook is quite bleak whether he does
or he doesn't, but like all living entities, his survival
instinct kicks in, and he begins to bargain for his life,
albeit half heartedly.

ZEYVI R
I haven't had ny hopes up since they
t ook Cardassia, to be honest. But
we're all friends here, aren't we?
| could have had you killed at any

nmonent... but | didn"t! You're still
her e!

NEI L
But there's people who I |ove who
aren't -- sonme of them dead at your

hand! Do you expect ne to just
forgive and forget sonething |ike
that? Do you?

©D.0)
| don't expect you to forget, but
this is the time for peace. Neither
of us may |ike what's happened in
our past, but for the sake of the
peopl e of today, we nmust let it rest.

ZEYVI R
No, | don't, but you survived --
you're a survivor, and that's what
matters!

NEI L

What's the point of surviving if
there's no one left to share it with?
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DO
(grunts)
You' ve got your own starship over
there. 1'd hardly say that your
life's enpty.
ZEYVI R

Surely you have the rest of your
famly to go back to!

NEI L
Hardly. You've taken everything
away fromne. There's no one left.

DO
| can't say | blane them if you're
like this all of the tine.

ZEYVI R
W killed thenf

NEI L
More than that! You took away ny
life. Everything. Everything that's
ever gone wong in ny life is because
of you!

ZEYVI R
(patroni zi ng)
Real | y? So before the war broke out
you were a happy little boy with the
wind blowng in his hair with nothing
to fear?

DO
Oh please, don't tell me we're getting
into that again.

NEI L
Sonet hing |ike that.

ZEYVI R
To be honest |'ve always believed in
maki ng what you can out of life.
It's not ny fault you' ve been crying
in a hole for the past two years
rat her then taking advantage of the
night life.

©D.0)
Wiy do | get the feeling that you're
tal king to soneone el se?

Nei| begins to get increasingly worked up, getting closer
and cl oser to Zeyvir.



RENAI SSANCE: "Nor Bid the Stars Farewel " - ACT FI VE 94.

NEI L
| hope you've nade the nost out of
yours, oh no, wait a mnute you can't --
because you're held on a | eash by
the Founders all the tine, sitting
on your ass all day watching over
this place, getting some kind of
sick pleasure out of watching people
suffer. Can you honestly say you' ve
done that?

Zeyvir sees lights flashing outside his sil houetted w ndows,
Starfleet is alnost upon him He sighs.

ZEYVI R
Probably not, but I'msure there's
anot her clone of ne somewhere in the
Ganma Quadr ant who m ght.

DO
Do you really think you can kill ne
with one of those?
He grunts.
NEI L
Let's hope not.
ZEYVI R
Wll, it's been nice know ng you,

Neil, nowif you' d kindly hurry up
and get all of this over with before
t hese hounds finally break into their

cage, |'d very nmuch appreciate it.
A beat as Neil |ooks at him
NEI L

No. No you don't. For the past two
years you've taken ny life fromnme --
you're not going to die thinking

that you forced nme into kill you
This is me and ne al one.

He smacks Zeyvir across his face as he goes plunging into
hi s desk.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
Where have | seen this before? |
shoul d have killed you when | had
t he chance.

ZEYVI R
You did, this would be the second
tinme you' ve done it and if you don't
press that button sooner or later,
you won't be doing it at all.
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Neil is nowin a conplete rage; his face is bright red from
t he anger.

NEI L
Bast ar d!

He ainms his phaser at Zeyvir, who |ooks at him smling,
defeating Neil one last tine, just as the doors open from
behind him and Portman linps in followed by an Enterprise
security teamled by Quinlan and Tal ora.

Nei | quickly noves around to the other side of Zeyvir and
hol ds the phaser to his head.

PORTMAN
Don't do it, Kid.

NEI L
I"ve already done it once, what
difference is a second tinme going to
make?

Portman | ooks confused but carries on with his diplonmacy.

PORTMAN
What ' s your nane?

ZEYVI R
Zeyvir, you?

Port man doesn't respond.

PORTMAN
What ' s your nane?

NEI L
Nei | .

PORTMAN

Ckay, Neil, good. Now I'mgoing to
tell you what's going to happen to
this son of a bitch if you don't
shoot him and then you can decide
what to do, okay?

NEI L
kay.

PORTNVAN
Okay, good. He's going to be taken
back to Earth and he's going to be
tried for war crinmes, just like his
| eaders have been

ZEYVI R
(dryly)
That will be fun.
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PORTMAN

He's going to be found guilty and
he' Il be taken to a maxi mum security
prison somewhere in the Beta Quadrant,
his people won't know where it is.
He' || be taken there by a Starfl eet
ship in total isolation, a white
room absolutely nothing -- and then
he' Il be beamed over where it wll
be exactly the same, and we'll keep
himalive for as | ong as we can.

(beat)
The Federation gave up on the death
penalty a long time ago, Neil. W
started to understand that conplete
isolation is a |ot worse a sentence
t han shooting their brains out.
That's the easy way out. That's
what they want you to think. That's
what he's trying to nake you do.

ZEYVI R
"' m not. Honest .

PORTMAN
Now what you've gone through here, |
can't pretend to understand what
you' ve gone through, it's tough, I
know, but what he'll go through wll
be one hundred, one thousand tines
worse. He won't have anyone. He'l
be totally alone and he'll rot, Neil.
Don't give himthe satisfaction of
deat h because that's exactly what he
wants. Do you understand?

Nei|l remains quiet as Portman |inps forward.

PORTMAN ( CONT' D)
Now. How about you hand ne that
gun?

96.

Nei | | ooks over to himw th a conpletely blank expression on
he | ooks totally enotionless yet tears streamfrom
He's about to be freed. Hi s enem es are defeated.

his face,
his eyes.

Hs famly is dead.

He | ooks back at Portman and hands hi mthe phaser.

Vort a.

As the security guards begin to denmand a total
Portman puts his armaround Neil and begins to
as Talora supports Cross and

t he canp,

wal kK himtowards a back exit,

gui des hi maway from Cdo.

surrender of

Por t man
indicates for the guards to cone forward and they cuff the
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The canera closes in on the struggling Neil and the struggling
Cross before we pull up and out to see the Hol e FADE AVWAY
fromaround us, leaving us in Qdo's guest quarters on Deep
Space N ne.

I NT. DEEP SPACE NI NE -- GUEST QUARTERS
Sane as before.

0D 0]
| don't suppose someone would care
to explain what's going on?

Elris looks at himand lets out a sigh of relief.
I NT. THE HOLE -- FLASHBACK

Silently and solemly Portman guides Neil into one of the
corridors within the Hole at the end of it is a door, which
opens as they approach it. Neil's eyes widen with anticipation
as they get closer and closer towards it before they finally
step outside into...

EXT. PLANET SURFACE -- N GHT

A beautiful star-filled night sky. Neil breathes a sigh of
total relief as he | ooks up at the stars around him-- it is
a magni ficent view

W do not see the ghastly the sight of the canp behind him

nor the terrain surrounding him-- just the stars. And Nei
Cr oss.

FADE TO
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise docked at Deep Space N ne.

TALORA (V. Q)
First Oficer's Log, supplenental.
| have been inforned by Doctor Elris
that the recent incident involving
Captain Cross is a sign that he is
bei ng restored back to his norma
self. The doctor believes that the
two worlds the Captain has been |iving
out are beginning to nerge into one
as his nenories of the PONcanp begin
to once again return to his
subconsci ous. After a full
expl anati on, Ambassador Odo has
accepted a full apology on behalf of
t he Capt ain.
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CUT TGO

EXT. SPACE

A SOVEREI GN CLASS starship, cruising through space at warp.

I NT. USS LIBERTY -- FLASHBACK

Nei| sits |ooking out of the wi ndows inside his guest

quarters. Noticeably, this is the first tine in the episode

t hat we have seen the younger version of Cross clean and in

cl ean cl ot hi ng.

The door chines, and Neil, still with a | ook of renorse on

his face, does not say anything. The doors open anyway and
Port man enters.

NEI L
| thought there was a reason for the
chi me?

PORTNVAN
One of the privileges of being a
Capt ai n.

He smiles, Neil continues |ooking out into space.

PORTMAN ( CONT' D)
I think you'll be pleased to know mny
leg's all better.

Not hi ng.
PORTMAN ( CONT' D)
So | hear you were in there for two
years?
Nei | nods.

PORTMAN ( CONT' D)
That's a pretty long tine, huh?

NEI L
| guess.

PORTMAN
There's not many people who' ve done
that long you know. You're a
survi vor.

NEI L
I'"d really rather not talk about it.

PORTMAN
kay.

He sits down on Neil's bed.
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PORTMAN ( CONT' D)
| thought 1'd try and give you sone
conpany, though. |It's a long ride
back.

Neil | ooks at himfor a nonent.

NEI L
What is there to talk about?

PORTMAN
What do you want to tal k about?

NEI L
I don't know. The only thing I've
t hought about for the past two years

is survival. It's etched on ny
m nd. ..

PORTNVAN
It mght take you a while to get
back to normal. But we have people
who can help you with that.

NEI L
| don't want any hel p.

PORTNVAN
Everyone says that when they first
get out.

NEI L

How woul d you know?
Portman gives hima know ng | ook.

NEI L ( CONT' D)
Oh.

PORTMAN
It wasn't for very long. A few weeks.
But enough to nake ne realize how
true a cause it is that we're fighting

for.
NEI L
You fight the fight.
PORTMAN
| do.
NEI L
My Mum and Dad used to... fight the
fight.
PORTMAN

Do you want to tal k about thenf
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Neil finally turns around on the bed, he is no | onger facing
t he wi ndow, but facing Portman. And over the follow ng
di al ogue tears begin to well up in his eyes...

NEI L
' m never going to see them again.
Tal ki ng about themis all I've got

left...

He | ooks at Portman in the eyes and shifts closer towards
hi m

NEI L ( CONT' D)
| think it's going to take a while.
PORTNVAN
It's okay.
(pause)

I's there anything I can do for you?

Beat, as for the first tine, a small smle begins to play
across Neil's face.

NEI L
Take me to see the stars again..
PORTMAN
You' ve got themright outside your
wi ndow.
NEI L
No. | mean, really see them

Portman smiles and stands up, followed by Neil and the two
of them EXIT.

I NT. USS LIBERTY -- SHUTTLEBAY -- FLASHBACK

Nei | and Portman stand watching the shuttl ebay doors as they
slowy SLIDE OPEN. Behind themare the stars, noving at
warp, shining brilliantly in the stellar arena.

PORTVAN
Portman to Bridge.

OFFI CER S COW VO CE
Yes, Captain?

PORTNVAN
Drop out of warp for a second, would
you?

OFFI CER S COW VO CE
Aye, Sir.

The order is obeyed and in front of them the stars slow,
leaving a brilliant view of the stars in front of us.
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Nei |l wal ks towards them wuntil he is as close as he can get.
He reaches out his hand and cones into contact with a
forcefield...

CUT TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC DECK
An enpty, dark Rec Deck.
Cross stands | ooking out at the stars with his hand extended
to the huge view ng wi ndow, his hand also in contact with
the forcefield.

The canera pans down to reveal that he is still holding his
not her' s pendant.

He sml es.
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FI VE

THE END
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