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RENAI SSANCE: " Consi der the Heavens" - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

EXT. SPACE

The stars, bright and nunerous, and the bulk of the MIky

Way gal axy behind them An awe-inspiring sight. W watch

in silence for a nmonent until, very gradually, a sound begins
to fade in. The sound of a dozen voices chanting in sone
al i en | anguage.

The chanting continues as we watch the stars... then stops
abruptly. A pause, then a single voice begins to speak.

VA CE
Medi eval theol ogians believed in the
i npossibility of an actual spati al
or tenporal infinity; they devised
all sorts of argunents for this
mostly intuitive, and used it to
argue for the existence of a personal

deity -- for if the universe did not
al ways exist, it nust have conme from
sonmewher e

(beat)

We now know t hat spatial and tenpora
infinities can and do exist, and it
isonly in light of this know edge

t hat we can | ook back and w t ness

t he damage that the theol ogi ans of
old did to theism 1In their

zeal ousness to act in accordance
wth their -- often barbaric --

noti ons of salvation, they cast aside
t he one thing which should never be
cast aside: Truth!

The voice continues as, slowy, we begin panning across the
starfield, away fromthe bow of the MIky Way.

VO CE (CONT' D)
Not only do infinities exist in space
and tinme, but they exist in ways
whi ch, though natural, we cannot
even begin to conceptualize. Only
t he Transcendent, the One in whose
t hought all the universes are
sust ai ned and nourished, can see the
entire picture. Wuld | say that we
are to the Transcendent as ants are
to us? | would not say that, unless
| wished to pay the ultimte insult

to ants.
( MORE)
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VO CE ( CONT' D)
Particularly when one considers that
there are an infinite nunber of
degrees of infinity itself, which
can be found in the physical world
as well as mathenmatical, does one
understand that the Transcendent and
his real mdefy all of our concepts,
all of our vain attenpts to
under st and.

The panni ng stops, and we can see, far in the distance,
sonet hing slow y approaching us -- a ship, perhaps? The
voi ce continues, but fading out now.

VO CE ( CONT' D)
This is not to say we should not try
to understand; the Order has al ways
mai ntai ned that Truth is knowable to
within our limtations. But now you
see the necessity of the Transcendent,
for who el se can observe and
understand all of the natural realm
with all its grandeur and all its..

The voice fades out to inconprehensibility now, and begins

to overlap with another voice, nore famliar. As the first

voi ce dies away and the second grows in strength, the ship
approaching is now recogni zable: it is the Enterprise, sailing
t hrough the heavens at a leisurely inpul se speed.

CRCSS (V. Q)
...and al though sone historians
consider it apocryphal, it is

nonet hel ess an honored tradition in
Starfleet that Captains have shared
this happy privilege with our
predecessors of the first wooden
sailing ships...

The Enterprise is now al nost upon us. W FLY right through
the I arge wi ndows into..

| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC LOUNGE -- CONTI NUOUS

W see, at first, only CAPT. NEIL CROSS, wearing his dress
uniform a small smle on his face.

CRGCSS
...that of joining two people in the
bonds of matri nony.

He pauses, | ooks at the people in front of him and takes a
deep breath
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
And so now it is ny honor to unite
you. ..

W pan away from Cross to see, standing in front of him
NATHANI EL STOLT and M CHELLE KAPLAN, a young worman with the
rank insignia of a Chief Petty Oficer and ears that suggest
sone Vul can ancestry. He wears his dress uniform she wears
a lovely bridal dress.

Sitting in arranged seats nearby are several dozen crew
menbers, including JENNI FER QUI NLAN, ERI K GREY, ELRI S LEA,
TORAN NOA, BRI AN CALE, HAL the bartender, and many ot her
famliar and sem -famliar faces. Everyone is smling. A
few eyes are wet.

CROSS ( CONT' D)

...Mchelle T nara Kapl an, and you,
Nat hani el Lionel Stolt, together in
marriage here in the sight of your
friends and conrades.

(beat)
Ensign Stolt and Chief Kaplan have
served under ny command for sone
months now. During that tine | have
wat ched their relationship grow,
devel op and flourish. | personally
believe that today's cerenony could
not be nore appropriate. The
relationship of marriage i s based on
| ove and nutual respect, freely given
and recei ved; although these things
are a part of our everyday |iving,
they are no | ess extraordinary for
it.

He pauses again, and smles down at the happy couple. 1In
the crowd, Toran reaches for Elris's hand and squeezes it.
Hal surreptitiously hands Quinlan a napkin to wi pe away her
tears.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Ensign Stolt and Chief Kaplan -- Nat
and Mchelle -- are two conplete and
uni que persons who now choose to
commt to alife-long union, a
partnership in the truest sense of
t he word.

The canera, still watching the proceedi ngs continuously,
flies QUT of the wi ndows into..

EXT. SPACE -- CONTI NUOUS

Cross's voice continues as we watch the cerenony for a nonent
| onger through the Rec
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Lounge wi ndows, then begins to fade as our POV starts to
nmove down and across the hull of the ship.

CRCSS (V. Q)
I n devoting thensel ves to one anot her,
they affirmtheir own aspirations to
personal fulfillnment -- and their
responsibility to the greater good
of sentient beings throughout the
Uni ver se. .

Cross's voice fades out conpletely now as we silently nove
across the hull of the ship. Eventually we stop at a single
wi ndow and | ook inside for a nmonent before ZOOM NG t hr ough

t he wi ndow into...

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- Y'LAN' S LAB -- CONTI NUOUS

Y' LAN and GRIL DQJAR are sitting in front of the conplex
equi pnrent that defines Y |lan's workspace. They are silent
for a long nonent, |ooking at one another. Suddenly...

DQJAR
Damm it! | can't do this; | just
can't talk to you like this
tel epathically.

Y' LAN
You are communi cating sufficiently
wel | .

DQJAR

| can send and receive nessages; the
probl emis know ng what they say.
You keep sending ne these inmages,

but | have no idea what they are; no
basis in my experience -- in our
shared experiences -- of determ ning
what you're tal king about. That's
the problemw th sendi ng nessages
telepathically; it assumes a common
frame of reference that, too often,
you and | don't have.

Y' LAN
As | explained to you before, the
word "send" is inaccurate when it
cones to the sharing of--

DQJAR
Not that argunent again, please. |
woul d feel better if we vocalized
our thoughts for a while, got them
out into the open. Is that all right
w th you?
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Beat pause.

Y' LAN
As you w sh.

DQAJAR
Thank you. Now what are you trying
to say?

Y' LAN

Unfortunately, it is difficult to
communi cate even verbally, as | nyself
lack a frame of reference for what |
am under goi ng.

DQJAR
So you're having a uni que experience.
Can you describe it?

Y' LAN
Perhaps... but only by making use of
a hunmanoid frame of reference.

Doj ar raises his eyebrows, his interest piqued.

DQJAR
Well, there's sonmething we don't
hear often. You al nost never admt
t o needi ng humanoi ds, or humanoi d
t hings, for anything at all.

Y' LAN
| remnd you that this is entirely
for your benefit; you asked about
it.

DQJAR
Al right, all right. So in humanoid
terms, then, what are you goi ng
t hr ough?

Y' 'l an | ooks away for a nonent, and appears to think. Then
he | ooks back at Doj ar.

Y' LAN
A crisis of faith.

On Dojar's surprised reaction, we...
FADE QUT.
END OF TEASER
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ACT _ONE

FADE | N:

| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Seated in the command chair is TALORA, studying a console

readout on her arnrest. She stands as the turbolift doors o

pen and Cross and Quinlan, still in their dress uniforns, e

nter. Quinlan walks to her station as Cross walks up to T
al or a.

CRGCSS
Report.
TALORA
We just received a priority two
distress call, bearing 147 mark 12.
CRGCSS
Sour ce?
TALORA
A Bol i an passenger ship. The signal
is automated; | can't get any

specifics. There are no hostile
vessels in the area, however

CROSS
Let's check it out. Helm set a
course to intercept the freighter
Cross to Engi ne Room Have you
finished the slipstream em ssion
calibrations yet, Mss Boyle?

BOYLE' S COW VA CE
Sorry, Captain, not for another hour.
You have warp speed, though, whenever
you want it.

CROSS
Ri ght now w |l do nicely, thank you
Cross out. Helm what's our ETA at
war p ei ght?

OFFI CER AT HELM
Ni ne m nutes, ten seconds.

CRGCSS
Warp eight, then. Engage.

He sits down in his chair, Talora sitting next to him as
the sound of the warp engi nes engagi ng can be heard.

TALORA
How was t he weddi ng, Captain?
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CROSS
Splendid. It was exactly as |
pictured my first time officiating
at a wedding would be -- full of

joy, tears, hugs and kisses,

cel ebration, even sone rice, courtesy
of M. Cale. It was certainly a

wel come boost for norale.

QUI NLAN
We m ssed nost of the reception,
though. | didn't get to eat any
cake.

CRGCSS
And | didn't get to dance with the
bride. Oh well. Hopefully this
di stress signal won't turn out to be
very serious, so that we can give
Ensign Stolt a decent honeynoon.

CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- Y'LAN S LAB
Dojar and Y'|lan are as before.

DQJAR
So let me get this straight. The
religion, so to speak, of the Q tam
is that you are destined to becone
gods?

Y' LAN
"Destined" is not the correct term
for it; it inplies that forces other
than natural are at work in pronoting
our ascendancy. The Qtam wll not
becone gods because matters have
been thus arranged. W see it as an
i nevitable historical, or rather,
psychohi st ori cal outcone.

DQJAR
Ckay, so you are... | nean, you wll
i nevi tably becones gods.

Y' LAN
"CGods" is also an inprecise termto
describe the state of events. As
you know, the Q tam concept of
personal identity is very fluid.
Let us say that the Qtam race wll
becone godl i ke.
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DQJAR
VWhatever. And so it follows from
t hat whatever the Qtam says is
right is right, and whatever the
Qtam says is noral is noral, and
that applies to now as well as the
future, because a race that can | ay
claimto deity can justifiably do so
inall times?

Y' LAN
That is an accurate enough
description. It would be nore

accurate to ascribe identity where
you now see a sinple connection; for
Qtam, the right way i s synonynous
with the Qtam way; we do not
recogni ze a difference in meaning.

DQJAR
And so | should just get down on ny
knees and worship you now.

Y' LAN
No. We do not call for your worship
of our species. W do expect,
however, that all sentient beings
will do what is right and noral, and
w Il be what they shoul d be.

DQJAR
As determned by the Qtam.
Y' LAN
Yes.
DQJAR
(bl'i nki ng)
Whoa. That nust be a nice faith to
have.
Y' LAN

As | tried to explain earlier, "faith"
is not correct. W see it as a
certainty, a sinple fact.

DQJ AR
"Acrisis of faith." Your words, not
m ne.

Y' LAN

It is asinple maitter to extrapol ate
fromthe past and present state of
affairs. The ascendancy of Q tam
to godhood is, as | have stated,

i nevi tabl e.
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. - DAIAR .
G ven certain axions and assunpti ons,
of course.

Y' LAN
O course.

DQJAR
So what's the problenf

Y' LAN
The problemis what the humans cal
cognitive dissonance. | have been
observing that humanoi ds act in ways
whi ch they consider right and noral,
but which the Qtam would consider
wrong and i nmor al .

DAJAR
Well, that should be resolved easily
enough. Humanoids aren't future
gods, so they're the ones who are
wWr ong.

Y' |l an stands and begins to slowy pace around the room

Y' LAN
| fear that matters are no | onger so
sinple for ne.

DQJAR
You have doubts about the Q tam
ascendency?

Y' LAN
No; the inevitability of our
ascendency i s based on axions and
assunptions which | see no reason to
call into serious question as of
now. However, | amwondering if the
norality of the Qtam standard
necessarily follows fromthat. To
put it another way, | am wondering
if the right way nmay nean sonet hi ng
other than the Q tam way.

DQIAR
In other words, it's possible that
the Qtam sense of norality is
flawed, at |east in places.

Y' lan stops pacing. He is quiet for a |ong nonent.

Y' LAN
As far as the Hegenony is concerned,
admtting even the possibility of

( MORE)
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Y' LAN ( CONT' D)
that is heretical; it is even
i ndi cative of what you woul d consi der
a severe nmental disorder. And yet..

DAJAR
And yet, you admt that it is
possi bl e.

Anot her | ong pause.

Y' LAN

It is possible.

(beat)
The Hegenony woul d no doubt associate
t hese thoughts with the tinme | have
spent aboard the Enterprise, observing
and working with humanoi ds. They
woul d take as further justification
the fact that | did not very seriously
entertain these thoughts until ny
link to the Hegenony was sever ed.

DQJAR
But ?

Y' LAN
But these thoughts had begun to
mani f est even before the |ink was
severed. You nust understand, Dojar,
t hat meki ng these adm ssions to you
is tantanount to admtting that | am
denoni c, suprenely nmalevolent, in
nost humanoid religions. In fact,
even admtting that the belief system
| have outlined is areligion is
contrary to the Qtam way -- we see
it, not as a religion, but sinply as
our relationship to the universe.

DQJAR
Are you sure the Qtam aren't sinply
trying to avoid the negative
connotations of the word "religion?"

Beat .

Y' LAN
O course not. The Qtam consider--

There is a |l oud POP sound, as of an electrical circuit
shorting, and all of the conplex machines in the room
deactivate at once. The roomis silent. Dojar and Y'I|an
stare at the dead equi pnent for a tine, then | ook at each
ot her .
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DQJ AR
That was random

Y' LAN
| ndeed. M equi pnent contains a
nunber of safeguards to prevent such
an occurrence as this; there has
never been such a catastrophic
br eakdown of ny equi pnent before.

DQJAR
Maybe it's a sign that you really
are denoni c.

Y lan | ooks at him

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Never m nd. Let's check the equi pnment
out .

CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE

Cross and Talora are standing now, |ooking at the nain
Vi ewscr een.

Di splayed on it is a Bolian passenger ship, adrift in space.
There are no lights glowng, and in a few places gas can be
seen venting into space. Cross and Talora | ook at one

anot her .

CRGCSS
Sensor s?

QUI NLAN
Al'l systens on the ship have been
deactivated; life support itself is
operational in only a couple of
conpartnments. But Captain... |I'm
not readi ng any actual danage to the
hul | .

TALCRA
Then it couldn't have been a
firefight.

CRGCSS
Life signs?

QUI NLAN
Yes, sir. Fourteen, humanoid, al
i nside the pressurized conpartnents.

CRGCSS
Per haps a comuni cator i s working.
Hai | them Lieutenant.
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Qui nl an taps buttons.

QUI NLAN
We're receiving a signal, Captain.
Audi o only.
CROSS
On speakers.
There is a crackling of static, then a voice cones on -- we

recogni ze it as the same voice that was heard in the teaser

BARUUKA' S COW VA CE
Hell o, can you hear ne? This is
Bar uuka- bey of the Xapori, aboard
the Bolian vessel Kesok. Please
respond.

CRGCSS
This is Captain Neil Cross of the
Federation starship Enterprise.
What is your condition?

BARUUKA' S COW VA CE

Prai se the Transcendent! Bless you
for finding us, nmy friend. There
are fourteen of us, stranded inside
two of the crew quarters. W think
we may have no nore than a few hours
of life support remaining; nost of
our fuel has been purged, and nost
of our air with it.

CRCSS
Do any of you require nedical
assi stance?

BARUUKA' S COW VA CE
There are a few injuries, but nothing
serious.

CRGCSS
Stand by, sir. W'IlIl get you out of
there nonentarily.
(to Quinlan)
Li eutenant, |lock on to the survivors
and beamthemdirectly to Sickbay.
W won't take any chances.

QUI NLAN
Aye, sir.

CRGCSS
Tal ora, once we've talked to this
Bar uuka-bey, 1'd Iike you to break
out the environment suits and | ead
( MORE)
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
an away teamover to the Kesok. Try
to find out what happened. This is
a peculiar situation, and I'd
appreci ate sonme answers.

TALORA
Under st ood, sir.

QUI NLAN
Transport conplete, Captain. W got
all fourteen of them no problens.

CROSS
Excellent. You have the Bridge,
Lieutenant. |[|'ll be in Sickbay.

He turns to | eave the Bridge, Talora follow ng cl ose behind.
CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- S| CKBAY

The Sickbay is cromded with doctors, nurses, and Xapor
survivors. The Xapori are humanoi d bei ngs who all wear |ong
white robes and smal|l amul et pouches around their necks.
They appear a bit shaken up, but are otherw se in good
spirits, and chat lively with the nedical personnel.

One Xapori, sitting on a biobed with a woman and a girl of
about ten years, |looks up as Cross enters the Sickbay. A
broad sm | e appearing on his face, he stands and noves to
shake the Captain's hand. W recognize himby his voice as
BARUUKA.

BARUUKA
Captain Cross, | would presune!
Such a pleasure to neet you in person

He acts as though greeting an old friend. Cross, a bit
surprised but pleased, shakes the Xapori's hand.

CRCSS
M st er Baruuka-bey. It was ny
pl easure to be of service.

BARUUKA
For which you have nmy undying attitude --
and, | have no doubt, the bl essings
of the Transcendent.

CROSS

Ah. .. Thank you.

Bar uuka i ndi cates the woman and girl who were sitting with
him They step forward to greet the Captain.
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BARUUKA
May | present ny wfe, Ankhe-bey,
and ny daughter, Lusa-bey.

Cross shakes ANKHE s hand, then LUSA' s. Lusa |ooks at Cross
shyly, then turns her attention to all the equipnent in
Si ckbay.

CRGCSS
| trust you are all in good condition?

ELRI S
They're all fine, Captain. The worst
injury was a broken arm which |'ve
had to reset -- it should be good as
new in a coupl e hours.

ANKHE
That woul d be El ora-bey. Poor dear,
she tripped and fell on a bul khead
as we were racing toward an energency
shelter. Fallor-bey tried his best
to repair the arm but w thout a
medki t. ..

CRCSS
| under st and.

BARUUKA
And then there's Tanee-bey in the
corner. She and Yornal a- bey were--

CROSS
One nmonment. Are all of these people
menbers of the Bey famly?

Bar uuka blinks, and | ooks confused for an instant. Then,
understanding fills his face, and he | aughs | oudly.

BARUUKA
Oh no, ny dear Captain! You
m sunderstand. That is sonething
each person has voluntarily added to
their nanes. One mght say that we
are all nenbers of a famly, but it
is afamly of spirit rather than
bl ood.

ELRI S
|'"ve read a bit about the Xapor
religion, the Order of the
Transcendent. The -bey suffix denotes
t hose who have formally joined the
order.

BARUUKA
Preci sel y.
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CRCSS
(sonmewhat bl ankly)
Fascinating. You nust tell nme nore

sonetine. In the neantine, let ne
express ny condol ences for the |oss
of your kinsnmen. | have a crew over

on the Kesok now, investigating what
happened, and | assure you we w ||
get to the bottomof this.

BARUUKA
Captain, I'mafraid | can tell you
what happened in one word: sin.

Beat pause.

CRGCSS
Si n?
ANKHE
O, if you prefer, insanity -- to

us, the words are synonynous. W
bel i eve that any sane person foll ows
the Path of the Transcendent, whet her
they are aware of it or not. In the
case of the Second O ficer aboard

t he Kesok, however, the Path was n
owhere to be found.

CROSS
VWhat happened?

BARUUKA
The man | ost his mnd. W should
have seen it comng but... Well, two

days ago, he suddenly took control
of the Bridge, and disabled as many
systens as he could. Propul sion,
communi cati ons, he even took out
life support in nost of the ship.
Sonme of us made it to Engineering
and the enmergency shelters in tine.
Many did not.

CRGCSS
And t hen?

BARUUKA
And then he tried to nake his way to
Engi neering, to finish the job and
conpletely destroy the vessel

ANKHE
He had a phaser with him He
started... shooting people, whoever

he saw
( MORE)

15.
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ANKHE ( CONT' D)
When he reached Engi neering, he tried
to deactivate the antimatter
cont ai nnment fields.

BARUUKA
And when we prevented himfrom doi ng
so, he turned the phaser on hinself.
Afterwards, we tried to patch things
up, and managed to send out an
aut omat ed di stress signal.

Cross lets this sink in for a nonent.

CRCSS

The second officer... He was Boli an?
BARUUKA

He was.
CRCSS

Bol i ans have sonetines been known to
be eccentric, but insane? A serving
officer in the Bolian fleet? | have
adifficult time believing that.

Bar uuka nods sonberly.
BARUUKA
As you say, Captain, you have a crew
on the Kesok investigating. They

will confirmthat | amtelling the
truth.

CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- TALORA'S OFFI CE

Talora is sitting at her desk, typing onto her term nal.
Cross stands in front of her.

CRCSS
And?
TALORA
And, as far as we can tell, he's

telling the truth. Second Oficer

V' ton hinsel f disabled nost of the
Kesok's systens fromthe Bridge. He
al so activated the air and fuel purge
syst ens.

CRGCSS
That woul d explain the venting we
saw. It nust have nade his job
faster.
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TALORA
We then traced his steps fromthe
Bridge to the Engineering. He killed
at | east two dozen people on the
way, including the Kesok's Captain.
Hi s body was in Engineering. W've
transported it to the Enterprise for
an aut opsy, but based on ny personal
observations of the phaser wound, he
probably did commt suicide.

Cross shakes his head and paces slowy in front of Tal ora.

CRCSS
What a tragedy.

Tal ora |l eans forward, hesitates, then | ooks up at Cross.

TALORA
Captain, this may be no nore than a
gut feeling on ny part, but | believe
that sonmething isn't right here.
Sonmething is very out of place.

CRGCSS
" m not surprised you feel that way.
There is nothing right about insanity --
by its very nature, it defies rationa
description. Wth all our nedical
advances, we nmay like to think that
our society has evol ved past shovi ng
all the undesirables into the broom
cl oset, out of sight and out of m nd--

TALORA
But V' ton wasn't out of sight. That's
the point, Captain. He was a highly
respected officer who showed no signs

of nmental illness before a few days
ago.

CRGCSS
From what | know of nental ill ness,

it can remain latent for years, even
decades, before surfacing.

TALORA
But that's why we have screenings,
prot ocol scans--

CROSS
Talora, this doesn't feel right to
be either. A part of ne feels that
there sinply nust be a rational
explanation for this other than the
random destructiveness of one nan.

( MORE)
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
But did you find anything that would
conclusively rule out insanity?

Tal ora thinks for a nonment.

TALORA
No, sir. | think that only Dr. Elris
can do that, and we'll have her
results in a few hours. As for ne,
all 1 have is a gut feeling.

Cross nods, and smles a little.

CRGCSS
Personally, | feel safer know ng
that you have those gut feelings of
yours. Don't ever let go of them
But don't ever forget to take them
with a grain of salt, either.
Sonetinmes things really are as they
appear.

Tal ora sighs, |eans back in her chair.

TALORA
Under st ood, sir.

CUT TO

| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- GUEST QUARTERS

A spaci ous apartnment with a nice view of the heavens through
the picture windows. Cross enters, followed by Baruuka,
Ankhe and Lusa.

CRGCSS
| trust that you will be confortable
in these quarters until we reach
Starbase 84. Starfleet has already
arranged transportation fromthere
to Geshel I1.

The Xapori are exam ning their new surroundi ngs, inpressed.
Ankhe exam nes the furnishings while Lusa goes over to the
w ndows and stares out at the stars contenpl atively.

BARUUKA
Real ly, Captain, this is nmuch nore
than we could have asked for. |
only hope you didn't uproot sone
poor crew nmenber and his famly for
our sake.
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CRCSS
Not at all; these are guest quarters
we reserve for anbassadors,
dignitaries, special guests and the

i ke.
BARUUKA
(chuckl i ng)
Agai n, Captain, you give us too much
credit -- we are but hunble servants

of the Transcendent.
Beat pause.

CROSS
O course. Anyway, there are two
bedr oons t hrough that door, and over
here is your food dispenser. Do you
know how to use it?

ANKHE
(with a smle)
After where we've been, Captain, we
can use just about any standard
replicator in the Quadrant.

She turns to Baruuka and says sonething in gibberish. Baruuka
replies simlarly. Ankhe nods and wal ks over to the food
slot. As she quietly gives it instructions, Baruuka | ooks

at Cross's confused | ook and chuckl es agai n.

BARUUKA
The Xapori |anguage is inconpatible
with the universal transl ator.

CROSS
Evidently. And right here is a comm
panel which you can use to contact
nmysel f or another officer if you
have any problens. O course, the
Rec Lounge and Gymmasi um are at your
di sposal during your stay. At the
nmoment, we're preparing to get
underway again, so unless there's
anything else | can do for you...

BARUUKA
Captain, there's sonmething I'd |ike
to do for you

Bef ore Cross can protest, Baruuka opens the small pouch
hangi ng around his neck and renoves an anulet: a small crystal
sphere, with a tiny blue gemat its center. The gem sparkles
and shimmers in the lights of the room
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BARUUKA ( ( CONT' D)
This is an Icon, the synbol of our
devotion to the Transcendent. All
menbers of the Order keep this on
their person at all tinmes. | would
i ke you to have m ne.

He places the amulet in Cross's hand. Cross | ooks
unconfortabl e.

CRCSS
Really, | wouldn't feel confortable
accepting a val ued possession of
yours.

BARUUKA

Ch, no need to worry about that.

He retrieves a | arge bag fromthe one suitcase he managed to
bring on board wwth him and opens it. It is full of amulets,
dozens if not hundreds of them He chooses one, nore or

| ess at random and replaces it in his own pouch.

BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
When you have been Called, as we
have, it helps to be prepared.

CRGCSS
Evi dently.

He | ooks at the small lcon in his hand, then, with a sonmewhat
resigned | ook on his face, slips it into his pocket.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
| appreciate the gift, Baruuka. And
now, if you'll excuse ne...

BARUUKA
O course, of course. You have a
ship to run, and we have a neal to
prepare. Once nore, ny thanks for
your hospitality.

CRCSS
My pl easure.

The two nen shake hands. Then, w thout warning, Baruuka
pl aces his hands on Cross's shoul ders, |eans forward and
ki sses himon both cheeks.

BARUUKA
Bl essi ngs of the Transcendent.

Cross blinks and pauses for a |ong beat.

CRGCSS
Thank you.
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He nods at Ankhe, then executes a hasty retreat fromthe
room Baruuka chuckl es as Ankhe carries several plates of
exotic-looking food to the table.

ANKHE
Real |y, my husband, there was no
need to cause himdisconfort. He
seens |ike a good man.

BARUUKA
O course he's a good man -- | saw
it in his eyes. But there's also a
great sadness about him He could
benefit from know ng about the
presence of the One in his life.

ANKHE
You say that about everyone.

BARUUKA
And | nean it. But the Captain is
an exceptional case. At the sane
time his soul cries out for the
heal i ng power of the Transcendent,
it also stubbornly rebels against it
with all of its mght. | suspect he
w Il pose an interesting chall enge.
| suspect that many of these people
will.

ANKHE
| know that | ook, Baruuka. You're
al ready planning strategy in that
head of yours. But may | suggest it
at least wait until after dinner.

BARUUKA
(smling)
O course, ny wife.

Ankhe finishes setting the table for their meal. Baruuka
and Ankhe sit down opposite each other.

ANKHE
D nner, Lusa.

The young girl turns away fromthe w ndow and joins her
parents at the table. Once everyone is seated, Baruuka and
Ankhe join hands across the table and begin to chant together
in the Xapori |anguage. Lusa watches them the contenplative
| ook still on her face. W focus in on her expression as
we. . .

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT _TWO

FADE | N:

| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS S READY ROOM

Cross, alone in his ready room takes the Icon out of his
pocket, looks at it curiously for a nonent, then sets it
down on his desk. He then wal ks over to the food di spenser.

CRCSS
Hot chocol ate, touch of mnnt.

He thinks for a second, then quickly:

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Computer, cancel that. 1'mfeeling
alittle bit adventurous today.
Let's try a hot chocol ate, touch of
Saurian brandy.

The food slot chirps and huns, then a cup of hot chocol ate
materializes. He takes it over to his desk and sits down.
Behind him through the wi ndow, we can see that the Enterprise
is at warp. Cross picks up a padd and begins to read it.

As he is about to sip the hot chocol ate, the door chines.

He puts the cup down.

CRCOSS ( CONT' D)
Come in.

Gey enters the room He holds up a padd of his own.

GREY
My report on the slipstream em ssion
cal i brations, Captain.

CRGCSS
Bottom | i ne?

GREY
The slipstreaminitiator has
accunul ated nore baryon particles

than we calculated -- | didn't think
we'd reach these | evels for another
three or four years. | guess SCE' s
cal cul ati ons were off.
CRGCSS
So the initiator needs a baryon sweep?
GREY
Yes, sir. Until then, | don't feel

safe going into slipstream
( MORE)
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GREY ( CONT' D)
The quantuminterference with the
baryon particles could cause a cascade
overl oad which would destroy both
the induction core and the ship.
" mjust glad we caught this when we
did -- another nonth of running as
we were, and it woul d have been al nost
a certainty.

CRGOSS
Wll, we're in luck. Starbase 84 is
only eight days away by warp, and
they have a mniature array we can
use. That should work, yes?

GREY

That woul d be perfect sir.
CROSS

Right, then. 1'Il contact the

St ar base and nmake the arrangenents.
He pauses a nonent, thinking, then sighs.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
| suppose you had better contact the
Leviathan as well, in case they
haven't caught the problemin their
own quantum core.

GREY
Under st ood, sir.

CRCSS
Thanks, Eri k. Di sm ssed.

Grey nods, places his padd on Cross's desk, and | eaves.
Cross turns back to his own padd, and picks up the cup of
chocolate to sip again. Before he can, the door chines.
Cross groans, sets down the cup

CRCOSS ( CONT' D)
Come i n.

The door opens, and Quinlan enters, holding a padd of her
own. She sets it on the desk next to Gey's.

QUI NLAN
Security roster assignnents for the
next week, sir.

CRGCSS
Very well. Thank you, Jen.

She | ooks down at the lcon sitting on Cross's desk. Her
eyes |ight up.
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QUI NLAN
That's a beautiful ornanent, sir.
haven't seen it before.

Cross glances at the Icon, disinterested, then turns back to
hi s padd.

CRGCSS
The | eader of the Xapori gave it to
me. A thank-you gift. It's an Icon,

a synbol of their faith

Qui nlan picks up the small crystal sphere and exam nes it
reflectively for a | ong nonment.

QUI NLAN
Do you know nuch about the Xapor
religion, Captain?

CRGCSS
Not a | ot.

QUI NLAN

Lea was trying to tell nme about it
earlier, but she was too busy to go
into detail. Their god, what do
they call it? The Transcendent?
suppose it's |ike the boundaries of
the crystal transcends the little
bl ue gem and contains it wthin.

Cross grunts, disinterested.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
Yeah, | get it. The sphere is the
whole, and the little gemis us, a
part of the whole. But the central

part -- is that just because the
Transcendent | oves consci ous bei ngs?
(beat)

O maybe |1've got it wong. Maybe
the sphere i s supposed to represent
each one of us. The inner gemis

our soul, or maybe -- what did they
call it? -- the Divine Spark within
each of us. But the shell containing
it is transparent, baring our souls
to... the Transcendent? Each ot her,
maybe? O maybe it's a conbination
of the two: our souls contained wthin
the Transcendent, resulting in a

t hing of beauty, a whole out of...

She trails off, looking at Cross. The Captain is |ooking at
her, jaw hal f-agape. She laughs a little, enbarrassed, and
sets the Icon back down on the desk
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QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)

Sorry, sir. | didn't nean to wax
phi |l osophical like that. Just one
of those days, | guess.

CROSS

Was there anything el se you want ed,
Li eut enant ?

QUI NLAN
No. Thank you, Captain, I... 1"l
just | eave now.

CRCSS
Good i dea.

Quinlan | eaves quickly. Cross |ooks after her for a nonent,
then turns back to his own padd. He reaches for his cup of ¢
hocol ate. The door chi nes.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Wat is it!?

The door opens, admtting Y'I|an.

Y' LAN
Is this a bad tinme, Captain?

Cross sighs and puts down the cup.

CRGCSS
It's all right. Wat can | do for
you, Y'lan?

Y' LAN
My | ab equi pnent suffered a breakdown
two hours ago.

CROSS
(frowni ng)

What ki nd of breakdown?
Y' LAN

Conpl et e.
CROSS

Can you be nore specific?
Y' LAN

No.

Beat .

CROSS

| can't tell you how nmuch | enjoy
these little tal ks of ours.
( MORE)
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
Coul d you el aborate on what the hel
you' re tal ki ng about ?

Y' LAN
Certainly. At 1552 hours today,
every piece of equipnment that | had
constructed in ny |aboratory ceased
to function. Dojar and | have spent
the tine since trying to determ ne a
cause for the breakdown. W have
been unsuccessful .

CROSS
Hm Well, Commander G ey and his
merry men are probably going to be
bored w thout the quantum slipstream
on-line, so if you ask the Commander
nicely I"'msure they'll be able to
spare a detachnent to help you out.

Y' LAN
That is unlikely to be productive.
| have the npost know edge of ny
equi pnent of anyone aboard, and |
have been unabl e to di agnose the
pr obl em

CROSS

(shruggi ng)
Couldn't hurt, could it?

Y' LAN
No. | will do as you suggest,
Captain. In the neantinme, | have

prepared a conplete report of the
br eakdown for your perusal

Y' lan holds up a padd. Cross rolls his eyes.

CRGOSS
Toss it on the pile and go on to
Engi neeri ng.

Y' |l an tosses the padd under-tentacle onto the desk, |anding
it neatly on the other two, and | eaves the ready room Cross
shakes his head and taps a button on his panel.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Cross to Bridge.

CALE' S COW VA CE
Cal e here, sir.
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CRGCSS
Short of a life support failure or a
Borg attack, 1'd Iike to be
undi sturbed until further notice.
Pl ease see to it.

CALE' S COW VA CE
Yes, sir. Bridge out.

Cross exhal es, leans back in his chair, turns back to his
padd, picks up his cup of hot chocol ate and sips. Beat pause.
Cross nmakes a face and al nost spits out the chocol ate.

CRCSS
Damm it, Cross, why do you have to
be so adventurous?

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise at warp.

CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- TALORA'S OFFI CE

Tal ora and Grey are sitting opposite a Xapori, FALLOR,
interviewing him They are taking notes on their padds as
Fal | or speaks.

FALLOR
...and the next thing |I renenber, |
was bei ng dragged out of the
Engi neering conpartnment and into a
nearby crew quarters. That's where
we stayed until you cane and rescued
us.

TALORA
Fallor, 1'd like to go back to where
the troubl e began. You say there
was a security alert that V ton had
starting shooting people on the
Bri dge?

FALLOR
Yes... but actually, the trouble
began before that. V ton had started
to act erratically.

TALORA
I n what way?

Fal | or consi ders.
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FALLOR
It's hard to explain. But he was
acting belligerently, picking
argunents with both crew and
passengers, sonetinmes shouting. W
never really thought he woul d becone
vi ol ent, though.

GREY
How | ong before the viol ence began
did Vton start acting strangely?

FALLOR
Oh, at least four or five days.

Tal ora and Grey | ook at one anot her.

| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC LOUNGE

28.

CUT TO

Talora and Grey sitting at a table, | ooking reading their
padds and tal king over drinks. Behind themwe can see the
usual Enterprise crowd in the Rec Lounge, with a few Xapor

m ngl i ng anong t hem

(Screenwriter's Note: this scene, and every scene in this
epi sode which takes place in the Rec Lounge until further

notice, will consist of a single, continuous shot;
time during these scenes will the canmera cut away.)

GREY
Hi s statenent agrees with the others.
None of it really contradicts what
we found on the Bolian ship.

TALORA
| agree.

Pause, as Grey regards Talora thoughtfully.

GREY
But you aren't satisfied.

TALORA
| am not.

CREY
Why ?

Tal ora | eans back, a contenplative | ook on her face.

qui et for a | ong nonent.

TALORA
Honestly, | don't know. It's purely
instinct, or intuition.

( MORE)

at no

She i s



RENAI SSANCE: " Consi der the Heavens" - ACT TWO

TALORA ( CONT' D)
| have no factual or evidential basis
for suspecting foul play, and I
realize we nust therefore accept the
evi dence we have on hand. But ny

mnd -- ny very spirit -- rebels
agai nst the idea. | have no idea
why.

Beat pause.

GREY
| can hazard a guess.

Tal ora | ooks at him eyebrow raised.

TALORA
Oh?

GREY
It's the sane reason why | don't
want to believe it's true either. A
respected officer goes insane and --
what's worse -- betrays the trust of
hi s passengers and col | eagues.
know that for a Starfleet crew,
accepting that would be accepting
t he unt hi nkabl e.

TALORA
As is the case with any Ronul an crew.
Per haps you're right.

Beat pause.

GREY
But ?

TALORA
But | find it odd that this happening
shoul d coincide with the ship carrying
a nunber of religious zealots froma
race we know conparatively little
about .

Gey sighs and drinks fromthe cup in front of him

GREY
First of all, Comrander, they're not
zealots. They're devout, but they're
by no neans the nost religious race
' ve ever seen.
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TALORA
(smling thinly)
Rel i gi ous evangelists, then, froma
race we know conparatively little
about .

GREY
Is that a crinme? | can tell you it
isn't in the Federation; the Fourth
Guarantee grants all citizens and
visitors conpl ete freedom of religious
bel i ef and expression, short only of
injury to another's person or

property.

TALORA
It seens odd for such a paranount
principle to be held in such a secul ar
soci ety.

Now Grey raises his eyebrow.

GREY
W're not all atheists, if that's
what you nean.

TALORA
Yet religion is by no nmeans thriving
in the Federation. Fromwhat | know
of your history, the major religions
died out in the late twenty-first
and early twenty-second centuries.

GREY
There are still scattered sects of
Hi ndui sm and Christianity.

TALORA
Smal |, playing no role in policy

maki ng or the shaping of noral ethics.
And yet, freedomof religion remains
a prime principle of the Federation.

CGREY
| can't explain it either, but it
seens |like a good idea. Al nost an
extension of the Prine Directive: do
not interfere in the natural evolution
of areligion, since that is a large

part of many cultures. 1ncluding
nost Earth cultures up until a few
centuries ago. Imagine if the WVul cans

had cone al ong and stanped out
Christianity inits formative years.
( MORE)
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GREY ( CONT' D)
The Federation woul d probably not
even exist today, inits current
form and the shape of the entire
Gal axy woul d have been changed.

Tal ora thinks a nonent.

TALORA
| see your point. But if preserving
the sanctity of religion is so
inportant, why did it all but die
out on Earth?

GREY
| honestly don't know. | suppose
First Contact may have had sonet hi ng
to dowthit -- the "logic" of the
Vul cans made us realize that we didn't
really need God anynore.

TALORA
You sound regretful. Do you believe
in a deity?
G ey shrugs.
GREY
Not really. | suppose | believe in

Sonmething, wth a capital S, but
that doesn't make ne a theist.

Tal ora nods. A silence, which draws out for a | ong nonent,
then they | ook at each other.

GREY (CONT' D)
VWhat were we tal ki ng about ?

TALORA
(rai sing an eyebrow)
W seemto have been sidetracked.

CGREY
Ugh. Back to work.

They pick up their padds and start reading them again.

TALORA
The Kesok has been seal ed, and al ert
beacons pl aced, correct?

GREY
Ri ght. The Bolian government wl |
be out to collect it in a few days.
| ve spoken to--
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Qui nl an suddenly appears at the table, smling brightly.
Her hand is clenched around sonething we can't see.

QUI NLAN
Commander. FErik, do you want to
have a drink with ne? | have
sonething I want to show you

GREY
(smling)
Maybe | ater, Jen. W have sone work
to finish up here first.

QUI NLAN
Ckay, well, find nme when you're done.

She nods at both of them then wal ks away fromthe table.

We follow her as she reaches the bar, and takes a stool next
to where Elris and Toran are huddl ed together, having a drink.
They | ook at her.

ELRI S

Hey, Jen. D d you enjoy the weddi ng?
QUI NLAN

Oh, it was beautiful! | only w sh

the Xapori were here to see it; Ankhe
told me about their weddi ng cerenony,
and it puts our Starfleet cerenony

to shane. No offense to the Captain

She turns to a bartender and quietly places a drink order as
Tor an nods.

TORAN
| think Captain Cross did a fantastic
job of it.

ELRI S
Yeah, and | think he enjoyed it. It
finally gave him sonething positive
to do.

QUI NLAN

(1 owering her voice)
Speaki ng of the Captain, does he
know about you two yet?

Beat pause.

ELRI S
Didn't | tell you? | talked to Nei
about it |ast week.

Quinlan takes her drink fromthe bartender with one hand and
sips, her other hand still clenched around sonet hi ng.
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Elris and

QUI NLAN
How did he take it?

Toran exchange | ooks.

ELRI S
He wasn't surprised.
QUI NLAN
(grinning)
| told you so.
TORAN
| tried to tell her as well. | knew

that Captain Cross woul d under st and.

ELRI S
You hoped he would. You didn't know
any nore than | did.

TORAN

Call it educated w shful thinking.
QUI NLAN

Whatever it was, I'mglad it worked

out. And I'mvery glad that you two
are finally together; you deserve
each ot her.

She raises her glass in a toast to them Toran smles and
takes Elris's hand in his.

Elris and

Qui nl an.

TORAN
So are we, believe ne.

QUI NLAN
So when's your weddi ng?

Toran blink, ook at each other, and back at

ELRI S
Jen, it's only been a few weeks!

QUI NLAN
So? It's never too early to start
pl anning. | renmenber back in grade
school, | had a crush on this one
guy who | was so sure | was going to
marry, | began pl anni ng the weddi ng
right then--

ELRI S

VWll we're not in grade school, and
Noa and | agreed that we're not going
to rush things.

( MORE)
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ELRI S (CONT' D)
Let's tal k about sonething el se.
Li ke, what's that in your hand?

Quinlan | ooks at her clenched fist.

QUI NLAN
Ch! | alnost forgot about this --
this is actually the reason | cane
to see you guys.

She opens her fist, revealing an Icon, identical
over it.
TORAN

| s that what the Xapori wear in those
pouches around their necks?

QUI NLAN
Yep. It's called an Icon; it's the
central synbol of their faith
ELRI S
Where did you get that?
QUI NLAN
Ankhe gave ne one. Isn't it

magni fi cent ?

TORAN
VWhat does it nean?

QUI NLAN
That's what | asked Ankhe. She said
there's no one explanation for it;
it nmeans many different things, and
each person and take fromit whatever
meani ng they w sh.

ELRI S
No wonder the Order of the
Transcendent has been so successf ul
in recent years; they've given
t hensel ves a fl exi ble, universa

appeal .

TORAN
Different people find different things
init.

QUI NLAN

See, but it's really the sane thing:
the thing that they need!

TORAN
VWhich is?

34.

to the one
Cross received from Baruuka. Elris and Toran ooh and ahh
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QUI NLAN
It's different for each person. But
that's what Ankhe told ne: the
Transcendent appeals to people on an
i ndi vi dual basis because the
Transcendent is the enbodi nent of
everything that people need or want
in this universe

ELRI S

Anmong ot her things, of course.
QUI NLAN

O course.
ELRI S

Jen, you're starting to sound |ike
an apol ogi st for the Order.

Qui nlan blinks, surprised, then shakes her head.

QUI NLAN
No no no, not at all. |'mjust saying
that the Order does have theol ogi ca
merits. That is, if you're into
that kind of thing--

ELRI S
(smling)
Rel ax, Jen, I'mriding you. If you're
ent husi astic about this, then that's
fine with me. Heck, I mght even
| earn nore about it nyself.
TORAN
(eyebrows raised)
Funny. | know that you're not

religious, Lea, and | wouldn't have
figured you as the religious type
ei ther, Jen.

Quinlan and Elris ook at him then at each other.

QUI NLAN
W' re not.

ELRI S
Not at all.

QUI NLAN
Nope.

ELRI S

We just see this as an interesting...

QUI NLAN
Un intellectual...
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ELRI S
Exer ci se.

QUI NLAN
Yeah.

Now it's Toran's turn to sml e.

TORAN
It's okay, | think I understand. So
out of curiosity, what else did Ankhe
tell you about this religion?

QUI NLAN
VWl l, she said that the Transcendent
goes beyond what we would normally
think of as a deity; it's actually
nmore like...

Her voice trails off we nove away fromthem | ooking around
the Rec Lounge. W spot Ankhe and Fallor talking to a few
Starfleet crewnen, although we are not close enough to hear
t he di al ogue.

We then pan over and head toward the | arge w ndows, where

Y lan is standing by hinself, |ooking out at the stars. He
is alone, silent, |ooking al nost brooding. W watch for a
monment in solitude, until Baruuka comes up and stands next
to him | ooking out the wi ndow hinself. Y |lan does not turn
his head. Baruuka is smling a little as he | ooks out the
W ndow.

BARUUKA
"When | consider the heavens, the
wor k of Your fingers, the noon and
the stars which You have ordai ned;
what is a man, that You are m ndfu
of hi nP"

Y lan turns to |l ook at him

BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
|"msorry -- | didn't nean to startle
you.

Y' LAN
You did not. Was that poetry?

BARUUKA
It was actually a verse from an
ancient Earth religious text -- the
Qur'an, | think. 1've had the
opportunity to study sone of themin
my tinme aboard the Enterprise.

Y' LAN
| see.
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There is a nonent of silence as they both gaze out the
W ndows.

BARUUKA
It seens that we're both a | ong way
from hone.

Y' LAN
That is not so. | nsofar as | can be
said to have a hone, the Enterprise
is it.

BARUUKA
| see. But surely there are tines
when you nmust m ss your own Kind.

Beat pause.

Y' LAN
The situation is conplicated.

BARUUKA
| under st and.

Anot her npnent of sil ence.

BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
You don't speak very nuch, do you?

Y'lan | ooks at hi m again.

Y' LAN
My unwillingness to take initiative
in conversation with you is not
i ndi cative of ny speaking habits,
but of ny desire to be undi sturbed
at present.

BARUUKA
Ah... Well, perhaps you wish to be
left alone. O, if | my so venture,
per haps you are too al one.

Y' LAN
| repeat that the situation is
conplicated -- and, with respect,

not sonmething I wi sh to discuss.

BARUUKA
You know what ny uncle once told nme?
The peopl e who ask for another's
opi ni on and advice are the people
who don't really need it... and vice
ver sa.

37.
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Y' LAN
| cannot account for the veracity of
what your uncle told you. | can

account only for nyself.

Y'lan noves a little ways away. Baruuka, undaunted, follows
hi m

BARUUKA
|"ve been doing this for a long tine,
my friend, and it's obvious to ne
that you need the Transcendent in
your life.

Y'lan wheels to ook at him eyes al nost glaring, although
hi s voice remai ns even

Y' LAN
By "this,"” | assunme you nean religious
evangelism It would not be in your
best interest to neet someone whom
you did not consider an ideal target.

BARUUKA
(laughi ng dryly)
You make it sound like witnessing to
the bl essings of the One is actually
a war!

Y' LAN
The goal of your evangelismis to
gain converts, is it not? Even at
t he expense of other religions?

Bar uuka bl i nks.

BARUUKA
My friend, it is no crinme to share
t he good news of the Transcendent to
all who woul d hear.

Y' LAN
It mght be considered ethically
dubi ous to spread a fal sehoood.

Bar uuka reacts as though kicked in the stonmach. He |ooks at
Y'lan wi de-eyed, as Y'lan returns his gaze evenly.

BARUUKA
Oh ny... | knew of course that there
are those who disbelieve in the One,
but out spoken atheismis by no neans
the normin the Federation. You are
a unique creature, M. Y'Ilan.
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Y' LAN
In that statenent you m scharacterize
me in two different ways; | amnot a
"mster," and | amnot a professed
at hei st .

BARUUKA
If you're not an atheist, then what
are you?

Y' LAN

| ama Qtam, who knows that the
t heol ogy of the Transcendent is
i ncorrect.

BARUUKA
(scoffing)
You make it sound so sinple.

Y' LAN
It is so sinple.

BARUUKA
It can't Dbe. Look out therel

He indicates the manifold of stars beyond the Rec Lounge
w ndows, passing by as the Enterprise travels through warp.

BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
Can you honestly | ook at the universe,
with all of its order, and conplexity,
and majesty, and tell me that a
Creator such as the Transcendent
does not exist?

Y' LAN
Yes.

Baruuka i s taken aback once nore. He regains his footing
qui ckly, however.

BARUUKA
Very well; kindly explain the origin
of the universe absent a Creator

Y |l an | ooks from Baruuka to the wi ndow, and back to Bar uuka.

Y' LAN
| can give you only one honest answer:
| don't know. Neither ny science
nor mny theol ogy provides an adequate
expl anat i on.

BARUUKA
Then howis it irrational to believe
in the One who creates and sustains
all of us?
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Y' LAN
Because of the nethodol ogi cal
princi pl e known as parsi nony.

BARUUKA
Par si nony?

Y' LAN
Among humans, it is better known as
Occami's Razor. One way of stating
it is that, all things being equal,
t he sinplest explanation is nost
likely to be correct, where sinplicity
is defined in ternms of the nunber of
entities and factors involved. Now,
if the existence of the Universe
must be expl ai ned, how is that done?
If we say that it is explained by
the existence of a "Creator," then
we posit a being who is necessarily
much nore conpl ex and, to use your
term "mgjestic" than the Universe
itself. W therefore do not solve
the original problem we nore than
double it. W also initiate an
infinite regress, an ultimte
vi ol ation of parsinmony. Therefore,
whil e the existence of a Creator may
not be logically disprovable, to
posit its existence i s unnecessary
and irrational.

He turns back to the window. There is a pause as Baruuka
digests all this. Then, slowy, he chuckles.

BARUUKA
My nmentor at the Sem nary woul d have
| oved to converse with you. He al ways
conplained that ny mnd wasn't as
phi | osophi cal as he woul d have |iked.
But | believe | see your problem

Y' LAN
Oh?

BARUUKA
You believe that it's all about |ogic.

Y lan turns back to | ook at Baruuka.

Y' LAN
| do not know how to respond to such
an anbi guous st at enent.

BARUUKA
Let me clarify, then.
( MORE)
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BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
You believe that logic is the |ast
word in your thinking and feeling
processes.

Y' LAN
It is, in the sense that nothing
that defies the laws of |ogic can
exi st .

BARUUKA
Ah, but you said it yourself: the
Transcendent is not logically
di sprovabl e!

Y' LAN
| said it may not be.

Baruuka takes a step closer to the Qtam.

BARUUKA

VWhat if it isn't? Wat if, in spite
of all you just said, the Transcendent
is alive possibility? And what if,
once you' ve reached your nortal limt
and taken the transcendi ng j ourney
yoursel f, you di scover that you were
wong? Were would that |eave you?

Y' lan | ooks at the Xapori a nonent |onger, then turns back
to the w ndow.

Y' LAN
It would leave ne in a state of being
incorrect. That is all. 1 do not

fear what theists call Judgnent,
since a just deity would not punish
me for using ny reason honestly,
whereas an unjust deity m ght punish
you sinply out of capriciousness.

BARUUKA

Ch, cone, cone! Do you think | am
so petty that | nust appeal to the
prospect of reward and puni shnment ?
Qur theol ogy does not work like that.
We believe that everyone will becone
one with the Transcendent, whether
they like it or not. Wat | am

tal king about is you, friend Y'I|an.

Y' LAN
| would not have you consider ne a
friend.
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BARUUKA
That's your problem | cone to you
in friendship, offering the greatest
message a nortal can ever hear, and
yet you will not listen! The problem
is not that your mnd rejects the
One; the problemis that your heart
is reluctant. This is the paradox
of the nortal condition: even as we
ache for sonething outside of
oursel ves, sonething greater that we
can | ook up to and take confort from
as we suffer the pains and indignities
of being alive, we reject the One
who is standi ng outside the doorway
to our souls. W all yearn for the
Transcendent. Even you, Y'lan, though
you may protest all you wish. You
have the sane desire as we all have:
the desire to be bathed in the spirit
of the One to be enbraced in a |ove
beyond words, beyond form The desire
to belong to the greatness that lies
beyond the materialistic plane, and
to never again be alone, in any sense
of the word. | know you have it,
because | have it too. Everyone has
it. The question is not whether you
have it; the question is what you
will do about it. | wish only to
hel p you answer that question.

Y'lan | ooks out the w ndow, saying nothing. The silence
stretches out for what seens like forever. Finally, Y lan
speaks sl owy.

Y' LAN
| see no need to address your
argunent, as its central prem se,
that all nortals desire your theol ogy,
i's unverifiable.

BARUUKA

(quietly)
Nonet heless, it is true. It is also
true that the deepest part of your
being, a part you probably don't
admt exists, even to yourself, has
al ready accepted this truth. \When
the rest of you catches up... then
you know where to find ne.

He stands there a nonent |onger, looking at Y'lan with a

serene,

knowi ng | ook. Then he turns away and wal ks back

toward the crowmd. W remain focused on Y'lan as he stands
at the wi ndow, |ooking at the stars, unnoving. H's eyes are
unr eadabl e.
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He says nothing, and his gaze remains fixed on the heavens.

Behi nd him we focus on where Baruuka has joi ned Ankhe and
Fallor. They have gathered a rather sizable crowd around
them and are taking turns addressing them their words are
i ndi stinct, but we can guess the substance of what they are
sayi ng.

The crowd |istens to the Xapori, their faces intent,
occasi onal | y noddi ng.

On this sight, we...
FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Cross is wal king down the corridor, passing an occasional
crewnan, nodding his greetings as he goes. A frown is slowy
devel oping on his face.

AS VE PAN AROUND TO SEE HI S POV, we see why: several of the c
rewren he passes are wearing |con pouches.

He | ooks at them curiously. None of the pouch-Iladen crewren
seem ot herwi se any different; a couple of themnotice Cross's
odd | ook, and | ook nervous thensel ves before scurrying away
qui ckly. Cross shakes his head slightly and wears a what -
the-hell-is-all-this-about? Expression.

Just ahead of Cross, Ensign Nat Stolt and Chief Mchelle
Kapl an cone around a corner and nearly collide with Cross,
stopping thenselves just in tinme. They are both wearing
uni fornms, and | con pouches.

STOLT
Whoa! Excuse us, Captain.

CROSS
Quite all right, Ensign, Chief.
Say, I'"'msurprised to see the two of
you here. | thought you had anot her
two days of | eave.

KAPLAN
Yes sir, we do. W sinmply like to,
er, conme up for air every now and
t hen.

CRCSS
| under st and.

He casts his eye deliberately down on the pouch that they
are wearing. Stolt |ooks down at the pouches hinself, and
| aughs, a little enbarrassedly.

STALT
Mchelle's idea, sir. | nean, we
bot h decided to wear them while our
Xapori guests are on the Enterprise.

KAPLAN
Yes, sir, | thought it would make
them feel welconme, especially after
what happened to their ship. You
know, sir, diplomacy and all that.

Cross nods sl owy.
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CRGCSS
| see. Quite thoughtful of you two.

KAPLAN
Yes, sir. W were trying to be

Beat pause.

CRGCSS
Well, carry on, folks. Your honeynoon
isn't getting any | onger.

STOLT
No, sir. Thank you, Captain.

They nod respectfully and wal k away. Cross watches them go,
then shakes his a little, a slight smle on his face, and
continues along the corridor.

CROSS
(to hinself)
Being nice to our visitors, that's
all it is. You did sonething right,
Cross, because our crewis getting
into the spirit of diplomacy. See?
Not hing to worry about.

He stops at a turbolift and waits. A nonent |ater, the doors
open, and a fenmale crewman steps out, wearing an |con pouch.
She smles dazzlingly at Cross.

CREVWAN
Bl essings of the One, Captain.

CRGCSS
(noddi ng)
Ensi gn Tayl or.

She wal ks away. Cross steps into the turbolift, and heaves
a sigh, making a face.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
You were saying, Cross?

The doors cl ose.

CUT TGO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
Cross exits the turbolift to find Quinlan and Cale at their
stations. As they both turn around to nod at him Cross
sees that they are both wearing icon pouches. Cross's eyes
widen. His lips clench. He marches up to Quinl an.

CRGCSS
Li eut enant !
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Quinlan flinches.

QUI NLAN
Unh... Yes, Captain?

CRCSS
Kindly explain the violation of dress
code hangi ng around your necKk.

She | ooks down at the Icon pouch and back at Cross,
continues to glare at her.

QUI NLAN
Sir, | thought... That is, | was
under the inpression that the
Starfleet dress code recently made
exceptions for religious ornanents,
such as Bajoran earrings and the
like.

CROSS
Only insofar as the crew nenber who
W shes to wear the ornanent is a
practicing nmenber of the religion
which it represents. Are you a
practicing menber of the Order of
t he Transcendnet, Lieutenant?

Beat pause.

QUI NLAN
No, sir. Not formally, that is. |
mean, | agree with a lot of their--
CROSS

The pouch cones off, Quinlan. Now.

Quinlan | ooks at her feet, downcast, and pauses a nonent

bef or e noddi ng.

QUI NLAN
Under st ood, sir.

who

46.

She reaches up and takes off the pouch. Cross directs his

gl are down at Cale.

CROSS
And you, M. Cale? Wat's your
excuse?

Cal e stands up, and cones to attention facing Cross.

CALE
Captain, | nust report that | have
officially logged ny intention to
formally join the Order of the
Transcendent .
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CRGCSS
You what! ?
CALE

| amto be formally initiated in the
O der tonorrow.

Cross wal ks down and stands in front of Cale, whose face
remai ns even and defi ant.

CRCSS
Pl ease, Lieutenant, tell ne this is
a practical joke.

CALE
No, sir.

Beat pause.

~ CROSS
You' re serious.

CALE
Yes, sir. My | ask why the Captain
objects? It is not the normfor a
starship crewran to be a practicing r
eligionist, but Starfleet recognizes t
hat the Fourth Guarantee--

CROSS
The Captain does not object!
(beat)
The Captain is just surprised.

CALE
May | ask why?

Cross hesitates.

CROSS
Brian Cal e-bey. It doesn't really
suit you.

Cale finally manages a smle

CALE
| agree, sir. Happily, the nam ng
is a voluntary part of the initiation.
| will not be taking the -bey suffix.

CROSS

(dryly) _
Vell, then, I"'mrelieved. As you
wer e.

He stonps off. W follow himinto..

47.
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CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS' S READY ROOM - - CONTI NUOUS

The door close behind him Cross's face is a m xture of
frustration and di sgust as he paces in front of his desk.

CROSS
My ship is turning into a bunch of
[unatics! Wiy? Wy?

He clutches his forehead as he paces, trying to think. After
a nonent of this he stops, exhales, and | ooks off at nothing.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
Ckay, stay cal mand think about this.
They' re being influenced by the
Xapori, they have to be. How?
(beat)
The Xapori cane on board, and brought
wth them..

He trails off, then | ooks down at his desk. W zoomin on
the Icon that is sitting there. Cross picks it up and quickly
wal ks to the door.

CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- S| CKBAY

Cross and Elris are standing at one of the nedi cal
wor kstations, Elris scanning the Icon with a nedical
tricorder.

CROSS
VWhat 1'd like to do is order al
t hose pouches taken off and t hrown
out the airlock. The trouble is,
Cale's right -- both the Xapori and
the crewnen are protected under the
Federation Bill of Rights. So w thout
sonme proof that sonething is causing
this, ny hands are tied.

ELRI S
Well, I don't think you'll find any
proof here. The sphere is sinple
crystal, nothing strange about it.
No different fromany other crystal

|'ve seen. | can give you a precise
printout of its nolecular structure
if you' d I|ike.

CRCSS

What about the blue genf
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ELRI S
A proto-sapphire. Easily replicable,
just as ordinary. |'mpretty sure

that the entire purpose of this Icon
i s decorative.

CRGCSS
Doctor, in the last forty-eight hours,
this ship has experienced a rash of
religious conversions, formal and
otherwi se, that so far as | know is
unprecedented in the history of any
Starfleet vessel. | won't be
satisfied with the explanation that
the Xapori are just very convincing
speakers. |Is there sonme way that
this thing mght be causing it?
M ght it have sone property that
your tricorder scans wouldn't pick
up?

Elris considers for a nonent.

ELRI S
The only thing that comes to mnd is
if the Icon is a poly-neuron focus.
It's a phenonmenon we di scovered on
Bajor Il, where certain mnerals
reacted with brain signatures in
such a way that--

CROSS
Spare ne the technical details.
Wul d a pol y-neuron focus be a
possi bl e cause for brai nwashi ng peopl e
into this belief of theirs?

ELRI S
It's possible. But even if this is
a poly-neuron focus, | can't rule

out ot her possible causes.

CROSS
How can you find out if it is?

ELRI S
Thi s way.

She takes the Icon and | eads Cross to anot her workstation.
She prepares a piece of equipnent, prograns instructions,
and sets the lIcon underneath it. She turns the machi ne on.

ELRI S ( CONT' D)
The scan wll take a couple m nutes
to conpl ete.
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CRGCSS
Fi ne.

They stand there, |eaning against the workstation, arns
fol ded, sharing silence for a nonent. Elris |ooks at Cross.

ELRI S
How have you been, Neil?
CRCSS
(chuckling dryly)
Irritated. Very irritated. It seens
like this entire ship has turned
into a madhouse since the Xapor
have cone on board.

ELRI S
That's not what | neant.

Cross | ooks at her, sees her serious |ook, hesitates, then
shrugs a little.

CRGCSS
I"'mfine. You know, it's... taking
sone getting used to. But |I'mfine.

Elris smles alittle.

ELRI S
| suppose it's hard for you. | can't
tell you how nmuch it neans to ne, to
both of us, to have your understanding
about this.

CRCSS
O course | understand. He's a good
man. You coul d do nuch, nuch worse.

He doesn't sound very convincing. Elris's smle fades away.

ELRI S
You haven't really accepted it, have
you?
CROSS
(dryly) _
O course |'ve accepted it. In fact,

| " ve been thinking about branching
out a bit nyself. That Ensign Tayl or
is quite lovely.

ELRI S
Neil...

CROSS
( MORE)

Sorry.
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
(beat)
Well, ny mnd has accepted it if
not hing el se. You love him he |oves
you, not nuch | can do about it.
The facts of life and all that.

Pause.

ELRI S
If it really makes you unconfortabl e,
Neil, | suppose that Noa and | could

apply for--

CROSS
Don't even think about it. Between
you and Dr. Toran, | have the best
medi cal staff in Starfleet. There's
no way in hell 1'm handing you over
to sonme ot her Captain.

Elris sm|es again.

ELRI S
Thank you.
CROSS
Besi des, not |long ago | hel ped you
face your past. |It's only fair that
| now hel p you face your future.
ELRI S
(chuckl i ng)

Well, when you put it like that.

They share silence for another nonent. Behind them
machi ne continues to humas it scans the |con.

ELRI S ( CONT' D)
| just don't want you to have any
fal se expectations, Neil. | nean, |
honestly don't know if you're stil
hol di ng out hope for us, but--

CROSS

Lea, the fact is that you're happy
with him and your bei ng happy makes
me happy. \Whatever | may be feeling
for nyself is ny own burden to bear;
it shouldn't have anything to do
w th your new relationship.

(beat)
Besides, if | was hol ding out hope
for us, then there would be no reason
to feel guilty about it. After all,
who knows?

t he

51.



RENAI SSANCE: " Consi der the Heavens" - ACT THREE 52.

They | ook at each other for a |long nonent. Before either
one can speak, the machine on the workstation beeps. Elris
turns and studies the readout.

ELRI S
No detectabl e poly-neurons in the
lcon. It's not a focus. I'mtelling
you, Neil, this is not what you're

| ooki ng for.
Cross exhal es through cl enched teeth.
CROSS

Well 1'mlooking for sonething, dam
it.

ELRI S
Wiy not ask Y'lan for hel p? He has
much nore advanced equi pnent.

CROSS
And it's still broken down for who
knows what reason. | talked to Dojar
a few m nutes ago; he's working on

it.
(beat)
There nust be sonet hing. ..

H s conmbadge chirps.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Tal ora to Cross.

CRCSS
Go ahead, Commander.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
| need to see you at once, Captain.
It's about the Kesok. 1've discovered
sonet hi ng you need to know.

CROSS
My ready room |'ll be there in a
m nut e.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Aye sir.

Cross taps his combadge off and rai ses an eyebrow at Elris.

CRCSS
Maybe we just found it.
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CUT TO

| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE
Cross enters the Bridge, where Talora is waiting in front of

hi s Ready Room holding a padd, and Quinlan and Grey are
tal king in hushed tones at one of the Engi neering stations.

They are both wearing |con pouches.
Cross | ooks at them sharply. They look up at Cross's gl are,
looking a little bit guilty. No one says anything. Finally,
Cross nerely grunts in disgust and wal ks to his Ready Room
nmotioning for Talora to follow himin.

CUT TGO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS S READY ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

The door closes behind themas they enter.

CRGCSS
Report.
TALORA
Captain, | downl oaded the sensor and

crew |l ogs fromthe Kesok before we
got underway. Mich of them were
scranbl ed due to the power
fluctuations in the nenory core, but
we have been able to piece together
enough of the fragnments to get a
better picture of what happened.

CRGCSS
And?
TALORA
And, it turns out that Baruuka was
telling the truth. V ton "sinned."
Cross blinks.
CRGCSS
Expl ai n.
TALORA

It turns out that nost of the people
on the Kesok, passengers and crew
ali ke, were active nenbers of the
Order of the Transcendent at the
time of the accident.

CRGCSS
| knew it!

He punches his desk, his teeth clenched.
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TALORA
Yes, sir, it appears to have been a
simlar phenonmenon to what i s now
goi ng on aboard the Enterprise.
V' ton hinself becane outspoken about
his views on Transcendent theol ogy.
It turns out he had a difference of
opinion with the others -- the nature
of which I haven't been able to
determ ne, but it was sonething that
t he Xapori consider heretical.

CRCSS
Go on.

TALORA
V'ton did act as the Xapori indicated:
killed off the Bridge crew, nade his
way to Engineering, and attenpted to
di sabl e the safety systens. Wat
they left out, however, was what
happened just before that.

CROSS
VWhat happened?

TALORA
A theol ogical argunent in the Mess
Hal |, from which we've been able to

retrieve sonme dialogue fromthe
interior sensor |logs. Again, |
enphasi ze that this is only
fragnentary information--

CRGCSS
Cut to the chase, Talora. Wat
happened?

Tal ora pauses, |ooks down at her padd.

TALORA
V' ton declared that he was the only
ri ght eous person aboard the Kesok,
and that the Transcendent had
pronounced a judgnment of "guilty"
upon all the others.

Cross lets out a long, slow sigh.

CRCSS
Those bastards. They conme aboard ny
ship, they spread their poison to ny
Crew -
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TALORA
Captain, this doesn't necessarily
change anything. V ton may actually
have gone insane, and it sinply
mani fested itself as an abuse of the
Xapori faith.

CRCSS
O maybe whatever it was that
brai nwashed their crew had too strong
an effect on him

TALORA
Captain, we still don't have any
proof that "brai nwashing" is taking
pl ace.

CRGCSS

Look around you! Mre than half the
crew are wearing those pouches! You
think that's an accident?

TALORA
| think it's too early to--

The door chi nes.

CRCSS
Come in!

The door opens, admtting LEWS CARTER. He | ooks
uncharacteristically hunble, and he is clutching a small box
of isolinear chips. Cross groans softly.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
This isn't a good tine, Carter. |Is
this earth-shatteringly inportant?

CARTER
|"msorry to interrupt, Captain; |
won't take up your tine. | just
wanted to give this to you, and to

apol ogi ze.

He hands the box to Cross, who |ooks at it, and back to
Carter, confused.

CROSS
Apol ogi ze for what? What is this?

CARTER
It's a collection of unauthorized
footage |'ve been gathering of the
crew over the |ast few weeks.

( MORE)
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CARTER ( CONT' D)
| was planning to nmake a candid

docunentary of the social l|ives of
the Enterprise crew, but | neglected
to ask your permssion first. It

was wong, Captain, and | ask for
your forgiveness in the nane of the
One.

He bows his head, ashaned.

Cross looks at him then at the box, then at Talora. A long
monment passes. Finally, he slans the box down on his desk

CRGCSS
That's it!

Carter flinches, preparing hinself for the worst. Cross
stonps right past him and out the room Carter stares at
the cl osed door, puzzl ed.

CARTER
| don't get it. Isn't he angry with
me for what |'ve done?

TALORA
| wouldn't take it personally.

CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC LOUNGE

Cross enters the Rec Lounge, to find Baruuka presiding over a
| arge gathering. At |east a hundred people, Xapori and c
rewnmen, are sitting in arranged seats near the bar, facing B
aruuka and hanging on his every word. Mbst of the crewren a
re wearing |lcon pouches.

St andi ng near the wi ndows, well apart fromthe crowd, is
Ylan. He is silent, watching the proceedings froma
di stance, his expression unreadabl e.

BARUUKA
...again, this is part of what I
call the nortal condition. Everyone
has transgressions; no on is exenpt
from-

He breaks off, noticing Cross march toward himat the front.

BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
Captain Cross! This is an unexpected
pl easure, ny friend. Wn't you join
us?

Cross reaches the front and, ignoring Baruuka, turns to the
assenbl ed crowd.
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CRGCSS
This gathering is over, as of right
now. All Starfleet personnel wll
return to their duty stations or
their quarters at once.

Nobody noves. Everyone | ooks at Cross, or at each other.
There are nmurnmurs of surprise. Baruuka laughs a little,
confusion on his face.

BARUUKA
Captain! This is a civil gathering,
and these good people are here on
their own--

Cross whirls on him

CRCSS
As for you, you and all the other
Xapori are confined to quarters until
we reach Starbase 84. W'l let
t hem deci de what to do with you

The murmurs of surprise and protest grow | ouder. Baruuka
signals for quiet.

BARUUKA
Confined to quarters, you say? On
what grounds?

CRGCSS
On the grounds that you are
brai nwashi ng ny people! You're
altering their m nds sonehow i n order
to convert themto your religion

BARUUKA
| see. \Wat evidence do you have of
this?

Baruuka's tone is not confrontational, only curious, and a
little concerned. Cross |ooks at him and at the crowd, who
| ook back at himexpectantly.

CROSS
VWhat's wong with you people!? Can't
you see what's going on? How do you
t hi nk they' ve gai ned so many
"converts" in such a short time?
Not only here, but on the Kesok as
wel ! How do you explain this?

Nobody | ooks i npressed.
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BARUUKA
(calmy)

|, for one, explain it as a spiritua
renai ssance. People are thirsting,
now nore than ever, for the healing
power of the Transcendent in their

lives. | believe that you thirst
for it nost of all, Captain.
CROSS

Don't try your voodoo nmagic on ne,
sir. It may have worked on them

but it doesn't work on ne!

BARUUKA
(shaki ng his head)

One does not need to be a nystic in
order to sense a great deal of anger

in you, Captain.
CROSS

You' re dammed right |I'm angry!

BARUUKA

| can only imagine what it is |ike

to be a professed atheist.

There is a pause. Qite suddenly, and very subtly, Cross

and Baruuka have exchanged positions.

Cross is now on the

defensive, and Baruuka is calmy challenging.

CRGCSS
| never said that | was an at
In any case, this isn't about

hei st .
me.

This is about the people whose m nds

ee will.

you are influencing, their fr
BARUUKA

We would not dreamto interfere with

free wwll. That is a virtue

t hat

t he Transcendent consi ders paranount.

CROSS

Yeah, right. That's why he needs

peopl e |ike you to brai nwash
i nnocents.

BARUUKA
There is no brai nwashing. It
only your professed atheismt
made you angry- -

CROSS

is
hat has

There you go again! You speak of

atheismin such a way that it
undesi rabl e, a taboo, a noral
( MORE)

is
crime.
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
They tried that in the early twenty-
first century.

BARUUKA
| do not consider atheismto be
undesirable, or crimnal. | consi der

it to be nonexistent.

CRGCSS
Unbel i evabl e. That nust be the ol dest
rhetorical trick in the book: taking
a position you don't like, and
defining it out of existence.

BARUUKA
You profess at hei sm because you don't
want to acknow edge a hi gher power.
You want to be conpl etely aut ononous,
with no god to worship but yourself.

CRGCSS
| profess athei sm because your
religionis a crock of shit!

Cross stops suddenly, realizing the outburst he has just
made. Everyone in the audience is staring at him Baruuka
remai ns unnmoved. Cross gathers hinself quickly and continues:

CROSS ( CONT' D)

And if you want to practice your
religion in your tenples, or in the
privacy of your own homes, you won't
have any problemwth nme. [It's your
right as a sentient being. But when
you cone out and try to force your
mystici smupon my crew, upon ne--

BARUUKA
Again | nmust ask: what evidence do
you have of this?

CROSS
The Kesok. We discovered what
happened there. V ton went insane
because of your conversion power.

BARUUKA
V' ton was never a nenber of our faith.

CROSS
There you go again! Defining your
opponents out of existence!

BARUUKA
| speak the truth.
( MORE)
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Pause.

Cross glares at him his eyes ful
wi thout a word, he turns and wal ks toward the exit. W
follow himas Baruuka, his face stil

Then,

BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
It is one of our central tenets that
t he Transcendent does not pronounce
j udgnent upon sentient beings; that
we shoul d share his presence with
others sinply because it is in
everyone's best interests to have a
fulfilled life. V ton, however,
beli eved that the Transcendent --
and, by proxy, hinself -- judged
everyone. He was a heretic.

CROSS
"1l bet he was just fine before you
canme on board.

BARUUKA
Sonme peopl e do strange things when
confronted with the truth. Look at
yoursel f, for instance.

CRGCSS
|"mnot going to dignify that with a
response. And |I'mnot going to stand
meekly by while you corrupt the crew

of the Enterprise. 1'mgoing to
contact Starfleet Command and the
Federation Council, right now. |'m

going to get their perm ssion to put
a stop to this.

BARUUKA
This is your right. In the neantine,
| assume we are free to continue?

turns back to the assenbl ed crowd.

BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
As | was saying, everyone, at somne
point in their life has commtted a
transgression; no one is exenpt.
But we are all sinners; we are al
equal in the eyes of the Transcendent,
whet her we are guilty of a little
white lie, or of the atrocity of the
mass nurder of innocents..

60.

of sonething |like hatred.

I npassi ve as ever,

Cross hesitates. His step falters. He then resunes wal ki ng

past the crowd and toward the exit,

Just a little. Baruuka is now out of our sight,
hear his voi ce.

but alittle bit sl ower.

but we still
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BARUUKA (V. O.) (CONT' D)
...we all feel the guilt of our
transgressions. It weighs upon us.
It burdens us with its nmenory. It
seens that we can never be rid of
it, however far we nove on

Cross's pace slows further. He nears the exit.

At the back of the crowd, alnpbst at the exit,

BARUUKA (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
It seens that we can never fully
under st and our burden. Even when
years have passed, and the person
grows and changes, the burdens of
our transgressions remain wth us.
How can you carry this burden? How
can you carry your past wth you?

Slowy, he turns to | ook at Baruuka.

We slowy
Bar uuka' s

BARUUKA (V. Q. ) (CONT' D)
There are the sins that we have
commtted, and there are the sins
comm tted agai nst us. \Wether you
have full responsibility, or joint
responsibility, or whether you have
no responsibility -- sonmetinmes it is
hard to tell which is the case --
these sins are a part of our past.
Qur past, in the formof our nmenories
and the world around us we have hel ped
to create, is always with us. It
burdens us. But there is the
Transcendent, the One to whom
everyone, saint and sinner alike,
can turn to in their tine of need.

zoomin on Cross's intent face as he listens to

Voi ce.

BARUUKA (V. Q.) (CONT' D)
The bad news is that the One cannot
relieve us of this burden. But the
good news -- the best news of all,
in fact -- is that he can hel p us
carry it. Understand: with the
Transcendent in your life, you are
never alone. The One can be the w nd
at your back, if you would only open
your heart. The Transcendent | oves
you. You can feel this |love, and
this forgiveness, if you want to.
You can find neaning, and gui dance
in your life.

( MORE)

Cross stops.

61.
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BARUUKA (V. QO.) (CONT' D
You can truly make right your wongs,
and make the Universe new again.
You need only open yourself. Open
your heart. ..

Extreme cl ose-up of Cross's face as Baruuka' s voi ce fades
away into indistinctness. Cross's face remains intent as he
stands there, not noving, not blinking. He stands there, at
t he back of the crowd, and he |istens.

He |i stens.
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise, at warp.
CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- Y'LAN S LAB

Dojar is fiddling with a scanner-1like tool over the dead
equi pnent in the lab as Y'lan enters. Dojar does not | ook
up.

Y' LAN
What did you want ne to | ook at?

DQJ AR
Thi s.

He shows the scanner readout to Y'I an.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
A residual energy pattern in the
power distribution nodes. It's the
closest |'ve yet to an expl anation
for the breakdown, but the pattern
signature is unlike anything |'ve
ever seen before. Can you make
sonet hing out of it?

Y' LAN
Yes. It is a field generated by a
st andi ng energy wave buildup within
the tertiary sub-processors in the
di stribution nodes. WlIl done; you
have found the cause of the breakdown.

DQJAR
Not exactly; we still don't know
what caused the energy buildup in
t he sub-processors.

Y' LAN
Their design schematic, coupled with
t he standi ng wave output, constricts
t he possi ble causes to one: omcron
waves.

DQJAR
Om cron waves? Are those |ike omcron
particles?
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Pause.

Y' LAN

No, they are conpletely different
phenonena. \While omcron particles
are caused by certain interactions
between matter and antimatter, om cron
waves are a form of neural energy
generated by every sentient being.
In nost cases, the effect is so
| ocalized that it does not penetrate
the cranium but in rare cases the
field is much nore intense.

(beat)
|'ve never known sonmeone's om cron
field to enconpass a space the size
of a starship. Such a person nust
have profound nental abilities.

DAJAR
You' re saying that soneone's brain
caused your equi pnent to break down?
That soneone is wlling the
mal f uncti on?

Y' LAN
No; om cron waves cannot be directly
or indirectly controlled by the being
itself. This breakdown is nore likely
an incidental circunstance of an
om cron generator of enornous power
com ng onto the ship.

DQJAR
The Xapori! The om cron generator
nmust be one of them-- your equi pnent
di ed just as we approached their
shi p.

Y' LAN
That is the logical conclusion. It
may al so explain the recent outbreak
of religious behavior aboard the
Enterpri se.

DQAJAR
You're saying that the om cron
generator is brainwashing the crew?

Y' LAN
| repeat: an om cron generator cannot
directly or indirectly control its
out put. However. ..

DQJAR
Yes?
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Y' LAN
Because of the extrenely |ocalized
effects of om cron waves,
experinmentation on the infringenent
of one wave signature onto anot her
is inpractical. | do not know of
such an experinent being conduct ed.
| therefore have insufficient
information as to the effects of
such a phenonenon.

(beat)

Cone.

He starts toward the exit.

DQJAR
Were are we goi ng?

Y' LAN
We require access to the ship's
conputer; ny interface does not
functi on.

Y'lan | eads Dojar out of the [|ab.

CUT TGO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DCE
It's fairly quiet on the Bridge; nondescript crewren -- nost
wearing |Icon pouches -- are manning the stations as Y'lan

and Dojar are sitting at two of the Science stations. Y'lan
is typing furiously, intent on his screen, while Dojar pokes
around. They study for a nonent in silence.

DQJAR
Y'lan, ook at this. [|'ve pulled up
sonme information about the Xapori --
it's hard to cone by, because their
race is nomadic and relatively
recl usive.

Y' LAN
(not | ooki ng away)
What have you di scovered?

DQJAR
Their religion, the whole O der of
the Transcendent thing? It seens
that for nost of recorded Xapor
hi story, the religion was defunct.
Most Xapori didn't even practice it,
and those that did regarded it as
sinply a cultural fol kway, something
synbolic and literal rather than an
actual faith
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Y' LAN
Interesting. Wen and how did it
becone w despread?

DQJAR
Ei ght years ago, on Tenpest 1V, which
hol ds the hi ghest concentration of
Xapori in the Quadrant. A rejuvenated
interest in the Order was kindled,
and spread like wildfire in a very

short tinme. It seens this happened
under an initially small novenent of
devot ees, spearheaded by -- wait for
it!

Y' LAN
Bar uuka.

DQJAR
Bar uuka!

Y' LAN
That is useful information. | nyself

have made an informative discovery:
the reports of a Romul an scienti st

who conducted experinments with om cron
waves a half century ago. He nade
startling discoveries about their
effects on the human brain.

Doj ar | ooks over at Y' lan's screen, which is filled with
techni cal words, fornulae and di agrans. He blinks.

DQJAR
That's all gibberish to nme. Wat
does it nean?

Y' LAN
It means we nmust see the Captain at
once. Conputer, location of Captain
Cross?

COWPUTER (V. Q)
Captain Cross is in his Ready Room

Y' |l an stands and | eads Dojar across the bridge to the Ready
Room door. The doorbell chirps as they approach.

CROSS' S COW VO CE
Come in, please.

The doors open, and they step into..
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CUT TO

| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CROSS S READY ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

Stepping into the room Y lan and Dojar see Cross sitting

behind his desk, and Talora sitting opposite himin a chair,

| ooking at a padd. They look up as Y'lan and Dojar stare at

t hem

Cross and Tal ora are both wearing |con pouches.

A | ong pause.

CROSS
Can | help you gentl enen?

Y' LAN
No.

He abruptly turns and | eaves. Dojar |ooks between him and
Cross, then shrugs apologetically and follows Y' | an out.
The doors close. Cross and Talora | ook at each other.

TALORA
What was that about?
CRCSS
| have no idea; | stopped guessing

about his quirks a long tinme ago.
You were sayi ng?

TALORA
| was saying that total repair tinme
to the Slipstreaminitiator, including
renmoval and re-installation, should
not exceed ei ght hours.

CRGCSS
That's good news. Oh, | got a nessage
from Adm ral Jacobs on Starbase 84.
He has invited both of us to dinner
when we arrive.

TALORA
Jacobs... Is he the one with the
col l ection of desiccated Ferengi
remai ns?

CRGCSS

That's t he one.

TALORA
(rai sing an eyebrow)
It should be an interesting dinner.
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CUT TO

| NT. ENTERPRISE -- Y' LAN S LAB

Y'lan and Doj ar enter once nore.

DQJAR
So they were wearing the pouches.
It doesn't nean--

Y' LAN
It changes the circunstances. Captain
Cross wll be unlikely to help us in
his current condition. W nust act
on our own initiative.

DQJAR
Wonderful. Well, at |east we know
t hat your equi pnent breakdown and
the crew s odd behavi or are connected;
t hey have a conmmon cause, anyway.
What do we do about it?

Y' LAN
Theoretical ly, both equipnment and
crew should be restored to norma
functioning once the om cron generator
is renoved fromthe Enterprise.

Doj ar peers at Y' lan, his expression grow ng concerned.

DQJAR
Y'lan... You're not talking about
killing one of the Xapori..

Y' LAN
That shoul d not be necessary. W
need only suppress his or her om cron
wave output to a nore |localized
capacity.

DQJ AR
And how do we do that?

Y'lan starts going through his equi pnent, |aying out snal
tools after testing their functionality or |ack thereof.

Y' LAN
W need a device for the task, of
course. The Enterprise would not be
carrying such a device, since omcron
wave generation is an al nost unheard-
of phenonenon. W nust therefore
construct it ourselves. But we nust
hurry.
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DQJ AR
VWhat's the rush?

Y' LAN
Recal | what happened aboard the Kesok.
The omi cron waves, or a rel ated
ef fect, caused a crew nenber to go
insane. It is possible that a simlar
event could occur here on the
Enterpri se.

Doj ar | eans over the workbench and begins to help Y I|an
assenbl e conponents.

DAJAR
Vell if this is about to becone a
ship of madnen -- nmadder nen, that
is -- let's just hope it hasn't

al ready started.

SVASH CUT TGO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC LOUNGE

The Rec Lounge is one nassive argunent. Several dozen people
are gathered, including nost of the Xapori , all wearing

| con pouches, and everyone is arguing, shouting to be heard
over the clanor. Several people are getting right into each
others' faces, and although the situation has not yet cone

to blows, there is atension in the air, a definite feeling
that this could happen at any second.

Bar uuka and several other of the Xapori nobve anong the peopl e,
trying to cal mthem down and separate them but their voices
are unheard in the din.

Cross and Talora arrive in the Rec Lounge. Fromthe edge of
the crowd, Quinlan, nervously fingering her phaser, wal ks
over to them They speak |loudly to hear one another over

t he noi se.

CROSS
Report!

QUI NLAN
| have no idea how it got to this!
| was talking wwth Stolt and Kapl an
about the Transcendent, whether he
is nmore inclined to faith or to good
deeds -- Stolt and Kaplan started
argui ng, and shouting at each ot her!
Then several people cane over to
join the argunent, and..

CROSS
And one thing | ed to anot her?
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QUI NLAN
Pretty much, yeah

CRGCSS
Unbel i evabl e. Your phaser,
Li eut enant .

Qui nl an hands Cross her phaser. He adjusts the setting,
ainms at the ceiling and fires. There is a |oud BOOM sound,
and a flurry of sparks, but no actual damage. He does have
everyone's attention now, however. A stunned silence.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
This is a far, far cry fromthe
behavi or that is expected of Starfleet
of ficers! Wuld soneone m nd
expl aining the reason for this chaos?

A pause then everyone starts tal king at once, then shouting
to be heard. Everyone is trying to explain to the Captain
what happened, who started it, etc. Cross and Tal ora exchange
gl ances.

TALORA
Captain, | don't like where this is
goi ng.

CRGCSS

Maybe this is a good chance to put
your fanmous nediation skills to work
once nore.

TALORA
In this situation, | think I'll need
hel p. | suggest we summon Bar uuka.

Speak of the devil; Baruuka arrives and rushes up to Cross,
Tal ora and Qui nl an.

Behind him the Rec Lounge doors start to close, then open
again to admt Y'lan and Dojar, both carrying nodified
tricorders. Unnoticed by anyone, they slip into the room
and start to nove anong the crowd, scanning individual people
with their tricorders. W stay focused on Cross and conpany.

BARUUKA
| heard, and | cane as soon as |
coul d.

CRCSS

We need your hel p, Baruuka- bey.
BARUUKA

| can see the problemclearly; |

wll do what | can.

He steps forward, and addresses the crowd.
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BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
My friends! Hear ne, | beg of you!

The crowd quiets down sonewhat, and nost of the people turn
to | ook at Baruuka, although sonme angry nurnuring can still
be heard.

BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
| inplore, think about what you are
doi ng! These are not--

Doj ar appears out of nowhere, steps up to Baruuka, and hol ds
his tricorder up to the Xapori's head. Baruuka |ooks at him
in confusion. After a nonent of scanning, Dojar shakes his
head and withdraws the tricorder.

DOJAR
Excuse ne.

He wal ks away. Baruuka blinks in confusion, then shakes his
head and turns back to the crowd, holding up his arns.

BARUUKA
These are not the actions of sentient
bei ngs, but of aninmals! To walk the
Pat h of the Transcendent neans to
settle your differences peaceably,
not through angry words and deeds!

CREWVAN #1
Bar uuka- bey, that's exactly what |'m
trying to tell these people! The
Transcendent smles upon deeds and
wor ds, not upon netaphysical belief!
A non-Transcendental i st can still be
a noral person, beloved of the One!

CREWVAN #2
That's a |load of crap! You have to
believe in the Transcendent in order
to receive his bl essing!

CREWVAN #1
Ch, cone on! There are noral
athei sts, and there are i mor al
Transcendent al i st s!

CREWVAN #2
How can you wal k the Path if you
don't even know it's therel

The general argunment breaks out once nore in the crowd.
Finally, Stolt steps up to the forefront and waves his hands
for silence.
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STOLT
Fol ks, there's a way we can settle
this, okay? Baruuka is here; he, as
much as anyone, is famliar with the
Way of the One. He can tell us which
is nore inportant to the One, whet her
it be faith, or good works.

He turns and | ooks at Baruuka, expectantly. Baruuka
hesit ates.

BARUUKA
That's a very ol d theol ogi cal
guestion, and one which few
t heol ogi ans have settled upon.
Personally, | believe that the One
sm | es upon both those who hold his
Nane and those who wal k his Pat h- -

CREWWVAN #2
But how can you walk the Path if you
don't speak his Nane?

The shouting begi ns again, |ouder than ever, and Baruuka is
hel pless to stop it this tine. He steps up to the crowd and
tries to cal mthemdown, but to no avail. The tension nears
t he breaking point; at any second, sonmeone m ght throw the
first punch.

Meanwhi | e, we focus on Y'lan, who is noving through the crowd.
After scanning several of the Xapori, he | ooks off to one
si de.

Standi ng there past the edge of the crowd, no doubt placed
out of harms way, is the little girl, Lusa. She is | ooking
at Y'lan curiously.

Y lan returns the I ook. He then noves over to her, and scans
her head with the tricorder. Lusa watches himthe whol e
time. After scanning for a nonent, Y'lan nods to hinself,

t akes out another device -- unfamliar |ooking, but with an
obvi ous appearance of being home-fashioned -- holds it to
Lusa's head, and presses a button. Lusa doesn't even blink
as the end of the device glows orange for a nonment, then
shuts down.

The Rec Lounge is silent.
Dead sil ent.

It is as though sonebody has pushed the nute button; everyone
has stopped tal king at the sane nonent, and everyone is

| ooki ng around, as though sonething very inportant just
happened, but nothing seens to have just happened. There is
not hi ng but an eerie silence.
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CUT TO

| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUOUS

Several people wal king down the corridor stop in md-step,

and | ook around in confusion, as though sonething just
happened.

CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS
The crewnen at their stations -- sone wearing |con pouches,
some not -- |look up fromtheir tasks. They are all silent.
They are all confused.

CUT TO

| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- MAIN ENG NEERI NG -- CONTI NUOUS

Several people in Engineering, including Gey and Boyl e,
stop what they' re doing and ook up. Al is silent. Gey
stands up fromhis chair and | ooks around.

GREY

(quietly)
VWhat the hell...?

CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC LOUNGE -- CONTI NUOUS

(Screenwriter's note: Fromthis point on, the Rec Lounge
scene is no longer a single, continuous shot; the canera
cuts away as normal .)

Al is still quiet. Finally...

QUI NLAN
Un Would soneone m nd expl ai ni ng
what just happened?

CRCSS
| have no i dea.

Y' LAN
| can explain, Captain. The om cron
generator on this ship has been
suppressed. Your nental functioning
has been returned to nornal.

A long pause. Everyone stares at Y'lan and Lusa in disbelief.
QUI NLAN

You' re sayi ng soneone was interfering
wi th our nental functioning?
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Y' LAN
Yes. Lusa, here, was generating
what are called om cron waves. The
ef fect has been re-|ocalized.

Cross's eyes w den.

CRGCSS
| knew it! | knew that the Xapor
wer e brai nwashi ng us sonehow
DQJAR
That is not precisely correct,
Capt ai n.
BARUUKA

| assure you, Captain, we would never
turn soneone to the Transcendent

against their will. | have no nore
i dea about this than you do.
(to Y'lan)

What does ny daughter have to do
with all this?

Y' LAN
Her m nd was generating a field of
om cron waves | arge enough to
enconpass this entire vessel. At
the sane tinme that these waves
interfered with the functioning of
nmy | aboratory equi pnent, they also
interfered with the normal nental
functions of everyone aboard.

STOLT
| nterfered how?

Y' LAN
It was di scovered by the Romul ans
that om cron waves tend to make a
person's thought patterns simlar to
that of the generator's. You were
not coerced into believing one thing
over another; you were sinply nore
inclined to believe in the Xapor
deity; you found such belief nore
favorabl e than you ot herwi se woul d

have.

QUI NLAN
If we weren't brai nwashed, then how
did we all beconme nenbers of the
Order?
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DQJAR
There was a part of you, however
smal |, that wanted to be a part of

it. The om cron waves sinply renoved
nost of whatever nental resistance
you m ght have had to that particul ar
bel i ef .

75.

Lusa tugs at Y lan's tentacle. Y lan | ooks down at her.

She reaches for the tricorder that Y lan is hol ding.

After

a beat pause, Y'lan gives it to her. She holds it and studies
its functions, a |l ook of intense concentration on her face.

Y' LAN
As you can see, Lusa has an innately
curious mnd. Her curiosities tended
to spread, sonewhat anplified, to
the rest of the crew, this
anplification is a side effect of
intensely strong om cron waves, which
| believe Lusa started to generate
as she entered puberty. That is why
an argunment was breaking out here
anong the Enterprise crew as to
whet her the Xapori deity favors deeds
or faith.

TALORA
And on the Kesok, the argunent was
whet her or not the Transcendent judges
nortals, directly or through others.

Y' LAN
In both cases, these were |ikely
guestions that Lusa had been pondering
in her mnd. | surmse that V ton
was particularly susceptible to the
effect of the waves, and was overcone.
He went i nsane.

Lusa holds the tricorder up to Y'lan and scans him
| ooks at the two of them sadly.

BARUUKA
It makes sense. | was not Called
into the faith until shortly after
Lusa was born. And ny decision to
follow the Path... It was never really
my choice at all, was it?

Y'lan peers at him

Y' LAN
| repeat: there was no coercion

i nvol ved.
( MORE)

Bar uuka
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Y' LAN ( CONT' D)
The ideas involved in the Order were
sinply nore favorable to your m nds,
and encountered | ess resistance.
Utimately, the decision was yours
to make. Utinmately, it was
everyone's to nake.

There is a long silence as the assenbled crowd | ook at one
anot her and take this in.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise at inpul se power, noving toward a docki ng
port of a |large space station

STOLT' S COW VA CE
Enterprise to Starbase 84, request
docki ng cl ear ance.

WOVAN S COWM VA CE
You are cleared to dock, Enterprise.
Wel cone to Starbase 84. The baryon
array has been prepared for your

arrival. Oh... and 'mtold that
you' re bringing us sone interesting
visitors.

STOLT' S COW VA CE
You could say that, Starbase. You
could say that.

CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Cross and Baruuka are strolling down the corridor together,
the latter with a packed bag -- and still wearing his Icon
pouch.

CRGCSS
Fromwhat Y'lan has told nme, your
daught er has extraordi nary nental
abilities. | suspect that she'll go
far in life.

BARUUKA
| nyself has suspected as nuch since
she was two years old. Captain,
want to thank you again for rescuing
us fromthe Kesok. 1In spite of what
happened. ..
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CROSS
There was no way you coul d have
prevented it.

BARUUKA
| feel responsible nonethel ess.

CROSS
You need not. And may | say, it was
a pleasure having you and your people
aboard -- yes, in spite of what's
happened. |1'msorry we can't take
you all the way to Geshel II.

BARUUKA
It's just as well; your slipstream
drive would get us there all too
qui ckly. | suppose we could all use
the tinme to think, and reflect.

They arrive at a hatchway where the Enterprise is connected
to the Starbase's docking port; people can be seen com ng
and going fromthe station. Cross turns to Baruuka.

CRGCSS
VWhat will you do fromthere?

Bar uuka thinks a nonent, his expression sonber.

BARUUKA
Honestly, Captain, | don't know. |
still have ny famly -- and, as you
can see, | still have nmy faith. But

it feels i ke ny entire universe has
been pulled out fromunder ny feet.

| feel as though the |ast decade of
my life has been a lie.

CRCSS
| wouldn't junp to concl usions.
Renmenber what Y'lan said about the
om cron waves: they make you nore
inclined toward a certain belief,
but they don't choose that belief
for you. You nake that decision.

(beat)
And for all | know, your theol ogy
could very well be correct. Wo
knows?

BARUUKA
VWho knows i ndeed.

He pauses agai n.
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BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
Last night | tucked ny daughter into
bed, kissed her goodni ght, went out
to have a cup of grendo tea -- this
is all ny habit in the evenings, you
understand. Then | got into bed
next to ny wwfe, we talked for a
while, and then | extinguished the
lights and, as | have al ways done,
closed ny eyes in a silent prayer to

t he One.

(beat)
But, for the first tinme in eight
years, | did not feel his presence.

He | ooks at Cross sadly. Cross |ooks back at him not know ng
what to say. Finally, Baruuka conposes hinself.

BARUUKA ( CONT' D)
My famly awaits ne.

CRCSS
O course.

Bar uuka shakes Cross's hand, bows formally with hands cl asped,
then takes his bag down the corridor, disappearing from sight
into the Starbase. Cross stands there for a nonent, then
starts back down the corridor

Behind him Cale conmes around a corner and catches up to
Cross. He is still wearing an |Icon pouch.

CALE
Capt ai n? Engi neering reports that
the slipstreaminitiator has been
prepared for the baryon sweep. W
can nove it into the Starbase at any
tine.

CRGCSS
Very good, Lieutenant. Proceed at
your conveni ence.

He | ooks at Cale's Icon pouch, and raises an eyebrow Cale
| ooks at the pouch, then back at Cross, smling a little.

CALE
The Order nade sense to ne when the
Xapori first introduced it to ne.
It still does.

Cr oss pauses.

CROSS
at's what you really want, Cale,
be the last one to try to talk
( MORE)

f th
I
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CROSS ( CONT' D)
you out of it. But are you sure
you' ve thought this through?

CALE
|"m positive, Captain. | know what
happened, and | know what probably
caused nme to feel this way in the
first place. But sir... Nothing's
changed. This...

He | ooks down at the pouch again, and clasps it in his hand.

CALE ( CONT' D)
...this is what |'ve been | ooking
for all ny life, and | didn't even
know it. This is sonmething to which
| belong. | can't help that. 1['ve
| ooked at every consi derati on,
Captain, and the Order is what
want .

Cross |l ooks at Cale for a |l ong nonment, sees the seriousness
in his eyes, and finally nods.

CRGCSS
Very well. Carry on, Lieutenant.

CALE
Aye, sir.

Cal e wal ks back the way he cane, di sappearing around a corner.
Cross | ooks after himfor a nonent, then continues down the
corridor.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- Y'LAN S LAB

Al'l of the conplicated equi pnent is up and runni ng once nore.
Y'lan is alone in the | ab, working on another device connected
to a small pad. He is putting the finishing touches on it
when the door chines.

Y' LAN
Ent er.

The doors open, and Cross enters the room | ooking at the
equi pnent as he wal ks up to Y Ilan.

CROSS
Just wanted to nmake sure everything
was up and runni ng once again.

Y' LAN
Indeed it is, Captain. Thank you.
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Cross | ooks at the device curiously.

CROSS
VWhat are you working on here?

Y' LAN
This is a prototype quantum di spersa
unit, which | have been devel opi ng
for sone tinme. This seened |like a
good tinme to finish it.

CROSS
| see. And it does what, exactly?

Y' LAN
It reduces an object down to its
constituent virtual particles, which
t hen di sperse naturally into the
guantum foam -- effectively rendering
t he object nonexistent. Like a
di sintegrator, but nmuch nore

effective.

CROSS
Sounds like it could be quite a
weapon.

Y' LAN

At present, its power consunption
makes it inpractical for use as a
weapon. But it is good for taking a
thing and, as a human m ght say,
getting rid of it once and for all.

CRGCSS
Interesting. |In any case, | also
wanted to thank you for solving the
problemw th the Xapori

Y' LAN

Not at all; it was in our mutual
best interests to do so.

Cross nods, smles, and turns to | eave. Halfway to the door
he stops, pauses, and | ooks back at Y'Ian.

CRGCSS
It's not a bad thing, is it?

Y lan turns to |l ook at him

Y' LAN
| beg your pardon?
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CRGCSS

Baruuka said that | was an athei st,
several tinmes. And he was right.
That in itself doesn't bother ne,
but the way that he said it... |
mean, to ne, netaphysical naturalism
is just a fact of life, just |ike
doors and chairs. But the way the
Xapori say it, it's such an ugly
wor d.

(beat)
There's no reason for ne to be ashaned
of it, is there? O aml really
m ssi ng sonet hi ng here?

Y' | an considers for a nonent.

Y' LAN
Do you know of that which m ght be
called the Qtam theol ogy?

CROSS
Only in broad strokes; Dojar told ne
about it the other day.

Y' LAN
It is a part of that theol ogy that,
at present, no gods exist. In that

sense, all Qtam mght be considered
atheists. Yet it would be false to
say that they |ack any beliefs which
m ght be call ed sacred.

(beat)
Perhaps that is a justifiable
measuring rod by which we my
ascertain the value of a person
Perhaps it is not. |In either case,
Captain, | would say that you have
nothing to worry about.

Cross sni | es.

CRGCSS
You know, Y'lan, | think that's the
hi ghest conplinent you' ve ever paid
ne.

Y' LAN
You're wel cone. |In any case, the
measure of a man goes far beyond
whet her or not he holds a particul ar

religious belief. |If a system argues
that |ack of such a belief is a npora
defect in the two of us, | would

argue that that systemis itself
defective.
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CRGCSS
You'll get no argument fromne. And
you know, npost humans are perfectly
happy living in a secular society
with strong values. There are
exceptions, of course -- | saw one
of themjust a nonent ago. But those
peopl e manage to find a path that
works for them Just as | have done.

Y' LAN
And just as | wll do. | do not
know yet whether it will be the path
of the Qtam ... But | do know that
it will be the path of Y'Ilan.

Cross nods, still smling. They share a |ook for a nonent.

CRCSS
Good day, Y'lan.

Y' LAN
Good day, Captain.

Cross leaves the room Y lan turns back to his device and
installs the final conponent. He tests the device; it chirps
and glows, indicating an operational status. Y lan then
reaches down to a small, conceal ed conpartnent under the

wor kbench, opens it, and brings sonething out.

It is an | con.

He holds it up and stares at it for a long, |long nonent. W
| ook closely at his eyes and see sonething there that we
don't often see in the eyes of Y lan: an enotion. A wave of
sadness, of regret.

He then places the Icon on the device pad and activates the
device. There is a chirp, a brief pause, then the Icon gl ows

a bright white and di sappears into nothingness. W focus on
the enpty pad as we...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FOUR

THE END
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