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RENAI SSANCE: "Dirty Tricks" - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

EXT. ENTERPRI SE

At war p.

| NT. JEFFRI ES TUBE

CGREY and BOYLE are squeezed into an extrenely tight tube,

both nonitoring a pul se of energy arcing through one of the

t ubes.

BOYLE
There it is. And again. And again.

GREY
It’s repeating every two seconds.
We need to take it out.

BOYLE
Ri ght .

They shift round, Gey reaching for a box of tools.

GREY
We haven't been this close since...
you know.

BOYLE

Yeah | know. Her e.

She takes a small device from Gey and attaches it to one
end of the tube. Gey does the sane with another device to
the other end of the tube.

GREY
Ckay, three, two, one.

They both press a button on their devices, and the gl ow ng
t ube goes dark.

BOYLE
Energy’ s been diverted.

She reaches in and takes the tube, laying it on the floor.
They start to dismantle it.

GREY

It wasn't that bad, was it?
BOYLE

Hhm?
GREY

You know, when we...
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Boyl e | ooks up. Gey shuffles unconfortably.
GREY ( CONT' D)

You know...

BOYLE
Had sex?

GREY
Yeabh.

BOYLE

No, of course not, it was fun. Pass
me the ionizer will you?

He does so.

GREY
That’s sonmething. And we used to
have fun, didn't we?

BOYLE
Sure we did.

GREY
In C own Worl d.

BOYLE
Ch yeah. W had a |ot of fun there.

GREY
So...why did you act like that?

BOYLE
Because I’'ma bitch. You know that.
Boyle the bitch, | believe is the
usual expression.

CGREY
| never called you that.

BOYLE
And that’'s one of the reasons | broke
up with you.

GREY
What ?

BOYLE
You' ve got no balls. You can’t even
bring yourself to say bitch, or
(makes quot ati on marks
wi th her fingers)
Have sex. You're stuffy.

GREY
Oh.
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She hol ds

She pl ugs

BOYLE
And for a career gal like nme, you re
not the highest rung on the | adder.

GREY
That’ s not a good ethic to choose
your partner by.

BOYLE
No, but it was just another factor,
anot her thing that nakes you you.
You're a bit like this tube, in fact.

it up.

GREY
| don’t get you

BOYLE
Look at this tube. Solid, dependabl e,
a bit clogged up. It’s like you.
Vital to the running of this system
but not very inportant as far as the

whol e ship goes. It can run quite

well without it. And because of

that, it’lIl never anount to nuch?
GREY

And Carter will?

BOYLE
Vell...he used to. People used to
isten to him Not so nmuch now.

GREY
So does that nmean you're going to
show hi m t he door?

BOYLE
Not yet. Because out of everyone
here, he’'s the only one who m ght
possi bly recover soneday. The rest
of you are no hopers, destined for a
life of nmediocrity. You' ll never be
inportant, no one will ever hang on
your words. You're just like this
tube, destined to remain in a
backwat er of the system doing its
job faithfully but never anounting
to anything nore. And that is why
we split up.

it inwth a snap and | ooks at G ey.

GREY
You really are a bitch, aren’t you?
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BOYLE
Per haps, but I'’ma bitch who's going
pl aces.

She presses a button, and the tube begins to pulse with life
again. Gey shakes his head as they begin to pack up.
Suddenly the comm signal chirps:

CROSS COW VA CE
Cross to Grey, could you cone and
see ne in ny ready room i mmedi ately,

pl ease?
GREY
On ny way.
(to Boyl e)

Are you alright to pack up?

BOYLE
Sur e.

G ey nods, and slowy crawls away. W watch Boyl e wor ki ng
away as we slowy...

FADE OUT
END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

FADE | N:

| NT. CROSS READY ROOM

GREY enters to find CROSS sitting at his desk, TALORA standi ng
behind him They both have very worried expressions on their
faces, as though they' re about to tell Gey he has a term nal
di sease. To one side is standing a tall burly man in official
uni form whom we haven’'t seen before.

GREY
(uncertainly)
Captain. Commander. Wat’'s going
on?

CRCSS
Sit down, Lt.

G ey does so. Cross reaches for a PADD

GREY
What ' s goi ng on?

CROSS
At oh eight hundred hours this norning
we received a sumons fromthe
Federation Privy Council requesting
you attend the Suprene Court of
Gal actic Affairs on Earth in three
days fromnow Failure to conply
Wil result in termnation of your
comm ssion in Starfleet and or a
penal sentence of no | ess than
ei ght een nont hs.

Grey’'s eyes have gone very w de.

GREY
Privy Council? What...does it say
why ?

CROSS
No. It does go on to say that from

now on you are to comrunicate with

no one before neeting with the Chief
Justice of the Federation, Ferel

Har abad, which you wll do i mediately
on arrival at Federation Headquarters
tomorrow norning. There is a secure
shuttle waiting in Shuttlebay 2 to
take you. You are to |eave

i mredi atel y.

Gey |l ooks fromCross to Tal ora hel pl essly.
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GREY
VWhat the hell is going on? Wat am
| neant to have done?

CRGCSS
| don’t know, | was rather hoping
you' d tell us that.

TALORA
Al t hough officially you would not be
permtted to tell us even if you did
know.

GREY
VWhich | don't.

CRGCSS
Then that’s not a problem Lt
Mat hi son here will escort you to

your transport. | amformally
relieving you of your duties at this
tinme.
G ey nods.
CGREY

Thank you, Captain.

CRGCSS
(to Mat hi son)
Al right, Lieutenant.

Mat hi son acknow edges himwith a nod, and gestures to G ey.

MATHI SON
Lt Gey, if you woul d?

Alnost in a daze Gey nods, and turns to | eave. At the door
of the ready roomhe turns briefly and | ooks at Cross and
Talora in bew | derment.

| NT. BRI DGE
CALE is at ops as GREY is | ed out by MATH SON

CALE
Lt? What’'s going on?

Grey shakes his head quickly at him he can’t speak.
| NT. SHUTTLEBAY

We see GREY and MATHI SON wal ki ng towards a non-Starfl eet
private Federation space |liner, another guard standing to
attention on the outside. Fromthe view ng gallery, we see
CROSS and TALORA watching. Gey glances briefly upwards to
t hem before entering the shuttle.
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| NT. SHUTTLEBAY VI EW NG GALLERY
CROSS and TALORA watch as the shuttle powers up.
PILOT" S COW VA CE
Shuttlecraft Xerxes requesting
perm ssion to depart.

CROSS
Permi ssion granted. Safe journey.

As the shuttle rises QU NLAN runs in.
QUI NLAN
Captain, what’s going on? | heard
t hat sonmeone’s taking away Erik..?

Cross gestures to the shuttle slowy easing its way out of
the bay into space.

CRGCSS
He’ s gone.
QUI NLAN
Why ?
CRGCSS
| wish | knew, Lt. | wish | knew...

| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT

CGREY is sitting on one side of the cockpit, facing MATH SON
and the other guard on the other, both of whomare staring
ahead i npassively, not making eye contact wwth him To the
front we see the pilot.

GREY
This is cozy.

No response.

GREY ( CONT' D)
This is a Cessna Star Rider 2380,
isnt it? Bit long in the tooth
nowadays, the plasma turbochargers
have been replaced in the newer type-
ys, there’s better tune-upshifting
with them now. Although there is
slight loss of plasma stability, but
nobody worries about things |ike
that. Apart from people Iike ne.
Who have nothing better to do. You're
not going to react to anything |
say, are you?

He's got that right. Gey sighs.
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GREY ( CONT' D)
It’s gonna be a long trip. Wat
about broadcasts, is there anything
saying | can’t watch then?

Mat hi son and the ot her exchange di screet gl ances, then
Mat hi son activates a vidcomm

GREY (CONT' D)
Thank you.

He turns and wat ches the broadcast, which has an FNN |l ogo in
the corner of the screen, besides which is displayed "First
Presi denti al Candi dates Debate, live fromBetazoid." He

wat ches it...

| NT. DEBATI NG CHAMBER

The debate is taking part in an inpressive Betazoid chanber,
rather simlar to the Roman auditorium design the candi dates
are surrounded on all sides by sloping seats rising upwards,
which are filled with journalists, official |ooking people,
Bet azoi ds and ot her assorted people. At the nonment ZAYGARE
is tal king...

MARI EL
W need to nove adm ni stration away
from bi g business, put it back into
the hands of the smaller consuners.
At the nmonent it is the little people
that suffer.

ZAYGARE
That is, if you wll excuse ne, a
naive view of the system Wthout
bi g busi ness, the econony of the
Quadrant woul d fl ounder, as you well
know.

MARI EL
The econony can survive if we |et
it, allow the people who at the nonent
don’t have a chance to get that
chance. Cut through sone of the red
tape. G ve people back their say.

ADJUCATOR
Presi dent Drell?

DREL L
As far as |’ mconcerned, everything
is fine as it is. The econony is
grow ng, and peopl e seem cont ent
h

withit.
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MARI EL
That’ s only because there’s nothing
better - you' re not giving them
anything to aimtowards! They need
nore hel p, and the present
adm ni stration, and the one that the
Senator here is proposing, wll not
give it to them

ADJUCATOR
And on that note, we’ve conme to the
end of our time. | would like to

t hank...
The sound di ps.

FNN ANNOUNCER
Comi ng up next, we get reactions
fromthe world of entertainnment to
the debate. In the studio we'll
have conedi an Harry Hasgl oe, forner
nodel turned Charity Wirker Kayba
Meadows and current singing sensation
Jemma W Iians.

| NT. SHUTTLECRAFT

As before; GREY and the two guards. He sighs and reaches to
turn the vidscreen off.

FNN ANNOUNCER ( ON SCREEN)
Find out who they’'ll be voting for
after these nessages

Grey leans back in his seat and cl oses his eyes...
TI ME LAPSE
EXT. EARTH

As usual the orbit around Earth is alive with all sorts of

goi ngs on. Shuttles dash about, we see a couple of shipyards
floating and a starbase. Into this whirl of activity Gey’'s
shuttle arrives descends.

PILOT" S VA CE
This is Shuttlecraft Xerxes requesting
priority clearance.

COW VA CE
Granted, Xerxes. You' re expected.

EXT. FEDERATI ON HEADQUARTERS

The shuttl e descends i nsi de.
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| NT. FEDERATI ON HEADQUARTERS RECEPTI ON AREA

Anot her hive of activity, it rather resenbles a cross between
the UN and a busy airport. GREY is escorted through the

mael strom by the two guards who flank himon either side.
They cross over and enter a code into an el evator, which
opens its doors immedi ately.

I NT. PRIVY COUNCI L CHAMBERS

Fromthe view outside we see the chanbers are near the top
of the Federation building. You nust be able to see for
nearly twenty mles out of them The city bel ow | ooks very
beautiful as the el evator doors open and GREY is herded
through to a small waiting area. MATHH SON gestures to a
chair.

MATHI SON
VWait here.

G ey does so, as Mathison goes and speaks to a receptionist
quietly. Gey watches them we can see the secretary gl ancing
at himwth evident interest as they confer before Mathison
returns.

MATHI SON ( CONT' D)
W’ re to go straight in

Grey stands up again.

CGREY
Best get it over wth.

| NT. COUNCI LOR WEJ' S OFFI CE

GREY is brought in. A man, presumably the Councilor, is
sitting behind a desk reading a padd. He' s younger than you
m ght expect, no nore than forty, a human, with an open
expressive face. A figure sits to one side, but until Gey
| ooks at himwe don’t spot that he is a Ferengi. Gey is
brought before the desk but the COUNCI LOR doesn’t | ook up.

MATHI SON
Li eut enant Commander Eri k G ey,
Counci | or.

He | ooks at Grey and stands up. He offers himhis hand

V\EJ
Lt Gey, I'"mCouncilor Wj. Please,
be seat ed.

GREY

(cautiously)
Thank you.
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He shakes his hand and sits down, as does Wej. The COUNCI LOR
| ooks at Mat hi son.

V\EJ
Thank you Mat hison, that will be
al | .

MATHI SON
Counci | or.

He bows and t hen heads out, closing the door behind him

Grey glances at the Ferengi, who gives hima big toothy grin.
Gey quickly | ooks back at Wj. Wej drops the padd onto his
table top

V\EJ
No doubt you’' re wondering what this
is all about.

GREY
Just alittle.

V\EJ
| apol ogi ze for not being nore
forthcom ng but we couldn’t risk any
nore | eaks to the nedia. I1t’s been
bad enough as it is.

GREY
The nedia? | don’t understand.

Wej | eans back in his chair and begins to explain.

V\EJ
Tonmorrow norning the INN, | ndependent
News Network, will lead with a story

which will give us no choice but to
indite Councilor Mariel, one of the
candi dates for this year’s
Presidential Elections, with grand
perjury. She will be brought to a
prelimnary hearing where nyself and
five other councilors will have to
deci de whether to bring formal charges
agai nst her. A decision that rests
al nost entirely on testinony that
you will give.

GREY
Me? \What have | got to do with it?

V\EJ
| want you to watch sonet hing.

He swings round his console so G ey can see it too. There
is an imge freeze-franmed on it of Mariel with her right
hand rai sed.
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WEJ ( CONT' D)
This is footage fromlast nonth's
candi dat es i naugurati on cerenony.
How much do you know about the
el ectoral process?

GREY
| know that the candi dates have to
be sworn in before they can officially
enter the race.

V\EJ
Right. This is part of Mariel’s
of ficial oath.

He presses a button and the inmge begins to nove.

MARI EL

(on screen)
| wll do ny duty by ny planet, ny
governnment and ny Federation, to do
what is right and what is proper. |
will be faithful to the state, ny
famly and to nmy own beliefs, and
wi |l not conprom se, no matter what
t he provocation or apparent
justification.

W] presses a button and the inage freezes again before
| ooking at G ey for a reaction. Gey shrugs, baffled.

V\EJ
The I NN contacted us yesterday norning
inform ng us that they had had an
anonynous source cone forward to say
that on stardate 79650 Council or
Mari el and you had intercourse on
the Enterprise.

Gey opens his nouth to speak but Wj hastily starts talKking
agai n.

WEJ ( CONT' D)
| do not want to know now what your
reaction to this statenment is.
However, this is not sonething we
can ignore and so we nust make steps
to study these all egations, whether
they be ill founded or not.

G ey frowns.

GREY
| don’t understand what bearing they
woul d have either way.
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\EJ
Mariel in her oath used the expression
"I wll be faithful to the state, ny
famly and to my own beliefs."”
Council or Mariel has been married
for the past thirty one years.

Grey closes his eyes and swal | ows.

WEJ ( CONT' D)
Now it’s true that the coupl e have
been estranged for many years, but
t hat does not make them any the | ess
married in the eyes of Federation
| aw. The sane | aw that she swore to
she would remain faithful. [If it is
est abl i shed she has broken this oath...
she is going to be in very serious
troubl e.

Grey | ooks at him stunned.

GREY
Am | allowed to know the nature of
this source the INN are pinning this
al | egation on?

W shakes his head.

V\EJ
|’mafraid not. But just knowit’s
significant enough that we have to
take it seriously. The INN were
ki nd enough to give us forty eight
hours before they broke the story,
to get you here and organi ze things.

FERENG
Very generous indeed, considering
that the I NN hates the Federation.

Gey junps he d forgotten the Ferengi is there. He |ooks
over at himbefore back at W questioningly.

V\EJ
This is M O ax, a Personal Relations
expert. W are assigning himto you
for the duration, to help you.

GREY
Help me? Help nme with what?

Clax sidles over and grins again.
CLAX

| don’t think you quite realize what
you're in for
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GREY
In for? Wiat aml in for?

CLAX
Lt Gey, when this story hits
tonorrow, you’'re not going to be
able to go anywhere or do anything
wi t hout hordes of reporters foll ow ng
you and nonitoring your every nove,
your every utterance. They |love a
scandal , and a scandal involving a
Presidential Candi date and G and
Perjury is manna from heaven for
them as well as the fact that you're
a controversial figure anyway, com ng
fromthe Butcher of Coular’s very
own ship of the dammed. The next
week they’ re going to be living,
breat hi ng, eating and dri nking you.
Every nmoment fromyour life wll be
dug up, all the skeletons in your
closet, all your old sexual conquests,
all your childhood enmties, people
won't be able to nove w thout seeing
you staring out at themfromthe
front of every magazi ne, every paper
fromhere to the Delta Quadrant.

H s face is now nere inches away fromGey’'s face, the latter
reacting to the snell of Clax’s breath

CLAX (CONT' D)
It's going to be great.

CGREY
(to Veéj)
| think I'd be better off on ny own.

V\EJ
Sadly, it’s not an option. Not only
do we have to protect you fromthe
excesses of the paparazzi, we al so
have to make sure that you don’t do
anyt hing...indi screet. W can’t have
you doi ng or saying anything that
m ght conprom se your testinony in
three days’ tine.

GREY
It sounds to ne as though you ve
al ready convicted Councilor Mariel.

\EJ
(seriously)

Not at all.
( MORE)
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WEJ ( CONT' D)
But one way or the other this needs
to be dealt with so that the truth
is seen to have cone out and be
spotlessly clean. W nust be very
careful to do everything by the book,
hence M C ax here.

Gey turns to look at Clax in distaste, who hasn’t noved his
face fromGey's. Cax leers at him

GREY
So what now?

V\EJ

You are free for tonight. You may
go where you |ike, acconpanied by M
Cl ax of course, up until oh five
hundred hours tonorrow norni ng.
That’s when the INN is going to break.
After that you nust not |eave your
apartnent unl ess given express
perm ssion by nyself or one of ny
associ at es.

(t hi nks)
Not that you' re going to want to.

GREY
Can | contact ny ship?

V\EJ
No. We would prefer it if you had
no conmuni cations from your ship.
It doesn’'t seemthe nost air tight
of ships in regards to information.

GREY
But | need to warn ny friends. If
what you say is true, they’ re going
to have attention thrust onto them
t 00.

CLAX
| woul d have thought they’ d be used
to that by now.

V\EJ
(i gnoring d ax)
W’ ve al ready made provisions for
that, the Enterprise has been
reassigned to the Katarmnebula to
study proton bursts. They' re as
good as unobt ai nabl e.

Grey sighs again and | ooks out of the w ndow.
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GREY
Now what ?

\EJ
M Cax here will show you to your
apart nment .

He stands up and offers his hand again.

WEJ ( CONT' D)
|’mtruly sorry about this.

Grey grudgingly takes W 's hand.

GREY
So am |.

V\EJ
The first hearing wll be tonorrow
evening. You' |l be required sinply
to say who you are and to agree to
appear. 1’|l see you then.

G ey nods.

GREY

Thank you.

He turns and | ooks at C ax, who bows sycophantically and
gestures for Gey to walk ahead of him Gey does so before
Clax hurries after him still bowng | ow, seem ng to be having
a good tinme. The doors close after him

| NT. ELEVATOR

We can see through a small w ndow the speed at which the

el evat or descends. GREY stands staring straight at us while
CLAX toothily smles at him Gey stares strai ght ahead of
us and refuses to ook at Cax at all.

EXT. FEDERATI ON GROUNDS
A di stance shot of GREY and CLAX wal ki ng across a comon

green area towards a residential block. People conme and go
around them unaware they are anythi ng special .

CLAX
W’'re not telling the press where
you are, naturally, but they' Il find
you anyway.

GREY
How?

CLAX

They have ways.
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They enter the residential building.
| NT. GREY' S APARTMENT

We're inside, the front door opens and GREY is standing there,
CLAX peering over his shoul der.

CLAX
And here we are. Welcone to your
new hone.

He hurries in ahead of Grey, who walks in nore cautiously,

| ooking around. It is an unremarkable place, barely
furnished. The main roomis divided into a |iving area and
a kitchen, both of which afford pleasant views of the city.

CLAX (CONT' D)
It has all the anenities that you
could wish for. Treat this place as
your own. However, do not answer
the door unless it is I, and do not
respond to any attenpts at
communi cation via the comm system
unless it’s | or the Councilor.
Under st and?

Grey nods desultorily.

GREY
| just need to get sone sleep, it’s
been a long trip.

CLAX
But of course. Your roomis through
t here.

He indicates a room Gey nods and goes to it before
st oppi ng.

GREY

d ax.
CLAX

MmT?
GREY

Is this as big a deal as it seens?
CLAX

(anxi ously)

Ah ah ah.

GREY

What ?



RENAI SSANCE: "Dirty Tricks" - ACT ONE 18.

CLAX
No tal ki ng about the case.
(He slides over to
Gey.)
Strictly forbidden.

He wiggles his eyebrows and rolls his eyes around the room

GREY
Ch. You think there m ght be soneone
listening in?

CLAX
| think there mght be | ots of
soneones listening in. The Ronul ans,
the Vul cans, the Al zari ...

GREY
The who?

CLAX
Ch the Federation hasn’t net them
yet. Nice people
(wi nks at Gey)
Very friendly, capiche?

GREY
Right. You know what, |I'mtired.
It was a long journey, | think I'm
going to get sone rest.

CLAX
Ckay, that sounds a very good idea
to ne.

GREY
So I'll see you l|ater.

CLAX
You got it.

Grey stares at Clax, who continues to grin at him After a
noment :

GREY
Pl ease go away.

CLAX
Ch no no no no no no no no. |’ mnot
goi ng anywhere. |’'myour m nder. |

have to stay here constantly, make
sure no one gets at you.

GREY
You're getting at ne.
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CLAX
(sycophantical ly
chuckl es)
Very droll. But seriously, nmy job

is to stick to your side. Not
literally of course, ha ha. You
seemvery nice but | don't really
fancy oo nox from you.

GREY
|’mglad to hear it.

CLAX

So off you go and have a nice rest,
safe in the know edge I'’mhere to
protect you fromthe tabloids. Don’'t
worry about me, | have plenty to do.

(leans in

conspiratorially)
Thi s pl ace has cabl e.

He waggl es his eyebrows at Gey, who sighs deeply and turns
to his room slamm ng the door behind him Cax flops
appreciatively onto a confy | ooking sofa and activates the
vi dscreen.

VI DSCREEN VA CE
Com ng next on the Ferengi Love
Channel, OCo nox Orgy.

Cl ax gurgles happily.
TI ME LAPSE

W see the light slowy sink, as the scene fades back to
what is obviously early evening. Cax is now asleep on the
sofa. Gey energes fromhis roomslowy. He walks over and
sees C ax.

VI DSCREEN VO CE ( CONT' D)
Ch ny goodness, |1’ve never seen such
bi g ears.

VI DSCREEN VO CE 2
Ten inches baby, all for you.

Grey w nces.

GREY
Of.

The light fromthe screen goes off. Gey slowy wal ks over
to the wi ndow and | ooks out. The city lights shimer bel ow
him with the cool twilight creating an appealing atnosphere
over a park he can see in the md distance. He turns back
and | ooks at the sl eeping Ferengi.
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GREY ( CONT' D)
Forget this.

He turns and swiftly wal ks out of the apartment, carefully
enough t hough not to nmake any noi se.

EXT. G TY PARK

GREY wal ks slowy along a main path, taking in the nice night.
Around hi mcouples wal k, a few children run and play, others
wal k their dogs. He stops for a nonent and takes in the
idyllic scene.

GREY
(whi spers)
This is what we're fighting for.

H's reverie is broken by the sound of cheering further along.
He wal ks on to investigate.

I n anot her part of the park there is a small rally being
held. A crowd of maybe a hundred people, nost of whom | ook
i ke college and university students, are assenbl ed before a
soap box stage, on which is strung in large letters "Mari el
for President."” A girl is standing on the stage, speaking.
Grey wal ks in and stands at the back, watching.

G RL
President Drell thinks that everything
is well and is content to let things
continue as they are. Well, | ask
you, | ook around, at the slunms, the
housi ng, the refuges fromthe other
pl anets. Senator Zaygare i s convinced
the way to help is by bringing in
the corporations. Well, it didn't
work for Cardassia did it? Look at
what happened there when Bi g Busi ness
took over. Councilor Mariel, on the
other hand, is willing to take a
chance, take a chance on us. W are
the future, and only Kariann Mari el
recogni zes that. She is the one we
want, our one and only chance to
make a difference. And | don’t know
about you but | sure as hell want to
make a difference!

The crowd roar with approval.

G RL (CONT' D)
So | say to you now. Go out, spread
the word. Do we want 5 nore years
of Dreadful Drell, the nobst passive,
i nconpetent, accident prone |eader
in Federation history, or do we want
( MORE)
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G RL (CONT' D)
Kariann Mariel, who can bring back
to the Al pha Quadrant what we have
| ost? The Federation needs her, and
so do we.

More cheering, as the crowd begins to disperse. One of the
guys looks at Grey’'s uniform

QY
| suppose you didn’'t approve of that?

GREY
Why woul d you say that?

QY
You' re Starfleet. W all know what
Starfleet is nowadays. Shoot now,
don’t bot her asking questions |ater.

GREY
That’ s not entirely...

cV)4
You work for a corrupt adm nistration
nmore interested in power for power’s
sake, presided over by soneone who
doesn’t give a dam. \Wether you
admt it or not, if Mariel doesn't
get in things are only going to get
wor se.

GREY
| can’t argue with you on that. But
you know, not everyone in Starfleet
is tarred with the sanme brush. Sone
of us are trying to do our best.

(€8)1
Yeah, fine, whatever. [It’s no good.
On the galactic scale, what difference
can soneone |i ke you nmake?

He wal ks off scornfully. Gey |ooks back at the Mari el
banner, and whi spers silently,

GREY
More than you can possibly inmagine,
my friend. More than you can possibly
i magi ne.

Sadly, he turns and wal ks away as we focus on the picture of
Mari el |ooking back at us, as we...

FADE OUT
END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
MONTAGE

We open with a nontage of news networks carrying the story
as it breaks.

ANCHORWOVAN 1
We are getting reports of allegations
bei ng made agai nst Presidenti al
hopeful Councilor Kariann Mariel ...

ANCHORMAN 1
D sgraced forner flagship Enterprise
finds itself in the headlines again
this morning with its Chief Engi neer
Erik G ey enbroiled in a presidential
scandal ...

ANCHORNMAN 2
Mariel is said to have seduced Erik
Gey during a fleeting visit to the
Enterprise late | ast year...

ANCHORWOVAN 2
The Councilor’s canp are renaini ng
silent this norning while Lt Gey’'s
present whereabouts are unknown.

| NT. ENTERPRI SE RECREATI ON LOUNGE

HAL, BOYLE and CARTER are watching in amazenent, evidently
over breakfast.

ANCHORWOVAN 2’ S VO CE
Hi s Captain has confirned that he
has taken a | eave of absence

CARTER
Damm It! He was here, right under
my nose, and | mssed it. This could
have been ny ticket back to the big
| eagues.

BOYLE
Ahh shut up, he wouldn’t have spoken
to you. Good for Erik anyway.
This’ |1 do him good.

HAL

(quietly)
Soneone doesn’t | ook too pl eased

about it.
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He gestures. Boyle and Carter turn to see QU NLAN, watching
fromthe door. Wen she sees them | ooking at her she quickly
turns and exits, |ooking ashen-faced.

| NT. GREY’ S APARTMENT

Gey energes fromhis roomto find CLAX wat ching the
broadcasts literally quivering with excitenent, a huge smle
on his face. He junps up and down excitedly clapping his
hands, gleeful little noises escaping fromhis throat. He
turns to | ook at G ey.

CLAX
Isn't this fantastic? Look! It’s
you, everywhere!

He waves his hands at the vidscreen. Gey glares at him and
goes to open the curtains.

CLAX (CONT' D)
Ah ah ah ah ah, | wouldn't do that
if I were you

GREY
Wy not ?

CLAX
Look out...carefully.

Gey frowns and slowy peers out. Way down bel ow at the
foyer we see a | arge crowd gat hered.

CLAX ( CONT' D)
You open those curtains we’'ll have
fifty vidbots hovering outside the
wi ndow in a flash, taking pictures
of you in your jimmy jans. You don’'t
want that, do you?

GREY
Oh ny God. How did they find ne?
(turns and gl ares at
d ax)
Did you tell themwhere | was?

CLAX
(affronted)
Certainly not, I am offended you
woul d even think that. | have been

given a job by those on high and |
intend to do it to the best of ny
abilities which are, I mght add,
consi der abl e.

GREY
| see.
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CLAX
No, | told themyou were in Singapore
bei ng conforted by long-term m stress
W n-1 o.
GREY
(furious)
You di d what?
CLAX
Rel ax, relax. If | hadn’t that crowd

down there woul d be double the size.
The others will soon find out it was
a cock and bull story, no pun

i nt ended.

Grey slunps onto a sofa and si ghs.

GREY
God.

CLAX
(busi ly)
Now, here’s the schedul e for today.

He sits down next to G ey slightly too close for confort
and grins at him before consulting his padd.

CLAX (CONT' D)
(starting to read a
long list)
Si xteen hundred hours, attend
prelimnary hearing.

He stands up again.

CLAX ( CONT' D)

CGot it?
GREY
s that it?
CLAX
Oh yes. That’'s quite enough for
t oday.

Gey glares at the screen.

CGREY
Can’t you turn that off?

CLAX
No no no, you mnmust be aware of what’s
bei ng said. Besides, it’s funny.
The FNN are silently fumng the I NN
scooped them

24.
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GREY
Heh.

CLAX
It’s funny if you re in the business.
Look.

He gestures at the screen again.
I NT. FNN STUDI O
An anchorwonman is talking to canera.

ANCHORWOVAN 3

Specul ati on has al ready begun on
exactly how this story has been

| eaked. Attention naturally turns

to Councilor Mariel’s opponents in

t he upcom ng el ection, but both
President Drell and Senator Zaygire’'s
canps are strenuously denying they
had anything to do wth the story.

| NT. CORRI DOR

DRELL is being chased down a corridor with a group of
officials attenpting to block journalists. He is speaking
to a m crophone which has been thrust under his nose.

DRELL
| have no idea where this came from
but | can assure you | knew not hi ng
about it.

| NT. GREY' S APARTMENT
CLAX and GREY wat chi ng.

CLAX
No change there then.

| NT. NEWS STUDI O

ZAYGARE sitting snmugly in a chair, |ooking i mensely pl eased
about the situation.

ZAYGARE
No, it’s not fromus. W wouldn’t
stoop to anything so low, unlike, it
woul d seem the good Council or.

He smles oilily at the canera
| NTERVI EVEER

VWhat is your initial reaction to the
story?
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ZAYGARE
It would be wong of ne t
attenpt to score a politi

o0 make any
cal point

fromthis, Amanda. | feel that Mariel
is doing a good enough job with
scoring own goals for the both of
us.
I NT. FNN STUDI O
As before.
ANCHORWOVAN 3
So far Councilor Mriel’s canp have
refused to comment, although we
understand that the Gvil Ofice of
t he Federation El ectoral Conmm ssion
have requested her presence at a
hearing this afternoon.
| NT. GREY' S APARTNMENT
CLAX and GREY wat chi ng.
CLAX
Andrea Lehmann. 1’d give her sone
news any day. Look at her, she’'s
| oving this.
GREY
What do you nean?
CLAX
Eri k, the nmedia have been waiting
months for this kind of thing,
literally nmonths. 1It’s all been so
boring and good natured so far,
there’s not been a whiff of anything
juicy and scandal ous. All the debate
so far has been about ...
(winkles his nose in
di sgust)
The policies.
GREY
And that’s not a good thing?
CLAX
Pl ease. Your average Federation

citizen doesn’t give a danmm about

trade deficits or re-inte
policies or any of the ot
t hat the Federation dea
dai ly busi ness.

( MORE)

gration
her m nuti ae
wth on a

26.
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CLAX ( CONT' D)
When it’s a choice between readi ng
sonme boring planet joining up with
us and sone high official joining up
with some conmmon |ieutenant, no
of fence, which do you think nore
peopl e are going to want to read
about ?

GREY
It shouldn’t be |like that.

CLAX

Yawn. Maybe not for you but nost of
us are red-bl ooded sex machi nes, we
know what we |ike and we definitely
like this. You, ny friend

(wraps his arm around

G ey’ s shoul der)
s the start of the good stuff.

GREY
The start?

CLAX

Ch yes, just the start. Now that
one scandal has broken out you can
sure that others will follow each
network will want their own
excl usives, their own particul ar
exposes of the candidates. Any
lustful thoughts, any shady busi ness
dealings, any tine they swatted a
fly the nedia will find out about it
and give it maxi mum cover age.

(He sighs contentedly)
It’s going to be great.

GREY
For you maybe. It doesn’t really
hel p the denocratic process does it?

CLAX
Ch cone on, it makes politics
interesting. W all enjoy a scandal,
we all like seeing our politicians
squi rm

GREY

But at what price? Anything |like
this | essens our faith in them

CLAX
Nobody’ s perfect.

He grins at Grey and then | eaps up, heading for the door.
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GREY
Where are you goi ng now?

CLAX
|’ mgoing to informthose ani mal s
down there you have no conment at
this nonment in tine.

GREY
That’s right, confirmIl’ m here.

Cl ax has di sappeared out of the door.

CLAX (O S.)
They al ready know

Grey grunts and | ooks at the vidscreen again.
ANCHORWOMAN 3" S VA CE
So what do we know of disgraced
Engi neer Erik Gey? He's

GREY
Of!

The room goes silent. Gey closes his eyes.
| NT. CAPTAI N S READY ROOM

CRCSS is at his desk working on sone papers when his chine
goes.

CRCSS
Come i n.

The door opens and QUI NLAN enters.
QUI NLAN
Captain, have you seen the news this
nor ni ng?

Cross stops what he’s doing and | ooks at her.

CRGCSS
Yes, | have.
QUI NLAN
Did you know about this?
CRGCSS
No. | only knew he’d been summoned

sonmewhere on the highest authority.

QUI NLAN
| can’t get in contact with him
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CRCSS
O course you can’t. He's under
di pl omatic quarantine at the nonent.

QUI NLAN
But | need to, | | want to nmake
sure he’s alright.

Cross | ooks at her.

Qui nl an sl

| NT. CGREY

CROSS
Jennifer, this is Erik Gey w're
tal ki ng about.

QUI NLAN
Yeah...you think he’'ll put on a stoic
front and get on with it?

CROSS
No, | think he’'ll be curling up on
his bed with enbarrassnent. He’s
not going to be happy.

QUI NLAN
You' re not hel pful.
CRGOSS
Look, 1’ ve already spoken to Council or

Wej, who is |ooking after Erik.

He's told nme Federation protocol
says that he can’t have contact with
any friends or famly until after he
has testified. Wuat | did get out
of himis that it shouldn't be nore
than three, four days maxi num before
he’s called to the wi tness stand.
This isn’t going to go on too | ong.

unps down into the chair and | ooks at Cross.

QUI NLAN
This is a time he needs a friend.

CROSS
l’msorry. If it’s any consol ation
Wej told nme he’s in very good hands.

S APARTMENT

CLAX cones bursting back in, yelling.

CLAX
Argh, argh, argh

GREY cones running out of his room
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GREY
VWat is it?

CLAX
VWhat didn't you tell me | had bits
inny teeth? |[|’ve just gone on

galactic television with bits in ny
teeth! Arrgghh!

He runs into the bathroom Gey rolls his eyes.
| NT. OFFI CE

Compl etely bland room w th no pictures or personal nenentos.
A man sits behind a desk watching the vidscreen, show ng
CLAX talking to reports. W can clearly see a bit of green
sticking out of his teeth.

CLAX ( ON SCREEN)
Commander Grey has no comments to
make at this time, and has asked
that you kindly | eave us al one.
This is a difficult time for him
his famly, his friends, his |oved
ones, and he wll not say anyt hing.
We don’t want anyone trying to coerce
hi m

The man presses a button and the screen freezes. He presses
a padd on the table. A voice answers.

VA CE
Hel | 0?

MR X
W need to talk.

I NT. QUI NLAN S OFFI CE

QUI NLAN i s going through sonmething on a PADD hal fheartedly
when the door opens and ELRI S enters.

ELRI S
Knock knock.
QUI NLAN
H Lea.
ELRI S
(gesturing with a
padd)

|’ ve brought the health checks you
wanted. You were right about Ensign
Kel ly.

QUI NLAN
You nmean he can't...
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ELRI S
Not at all. Been keeping it very
qui et .

QUI NLAN
Geat. He'll have to be noved.

Security can’'t have a man who isn’t
able to fire his phaser.

She si ghs.

ELRI S
You alright?

QUI NLAN
Yeah. Just worri ed about Erik.

ELRI S
Have you heard from hi n?

QUI NLAN
No, no one's allowed near him The
Captain’s already tried.

Elris nods, then hesitates.

ELRI S
Do you...do you think it’s true?
What they’ re saying about hinf

Qui nl an | ooks at her.

QUI NLAN
| have no idea. | mean, | remenber
he and Mariel seenmed to get on, but
| was a little distracted at the
time.

(beat)
Besides, so what if it is? He hasn't
done anyt hi ng wrong.

(anot her beat)
At all. 1t’s she that should be
ashaned.

(1 onger beat)
Not him

(looks at Elris)
Damm |t.

Elris smles and sits down.

ELRI S
It would be nice if we could get a
message to him let himknow we’re
supporting him

QUI NLAN
| know.

31.
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A comm badge goes.

COW VA CE
Doctor Elris to Sickbay.

ELRI S
On ny way.

She stands up again.

ELRI S ( CONT' D)
Meet you in the Rec Lounge for |unch?

QUI NLAN
Sur e thing.

Elris hands her the padd.

ELRI S
See you | ater.

She turns to wal k, when suddenly

QUI NLAN
Phaser s!

Elris turns and | ooks back.

ELRI S
What ?

Quinlan is shaking the padd at her.

QUI NLAN
| have a friend who used to supply
us with weaponry, phasers, rifles,
t he usual sort of thing.

ELRI S
Was this an illegal friend?

QUI NLAN
Ch very. He was a conpl ete rogue.
Only, he was arrested and
rehabilitated. He's working for the
Federation now. On Earth.

She | ooks at Elris.

ELRI S
What could he do?

QUI NLAN
| don’t know.
(She turns to her
screen.)
But | intend to find out.

32.
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She grins at Elris.
| NT. GREY' S APARTNMENT

CGREY is sitting at a table playing chess on a screen.

t he bat hroom we hear raucous singing.

CLAX (OOs)

(si ngi ng)
When | was seventeen ny ol d noogie
said to ne You be the best, the best
Ferengi you can be And | said "Mogi e,
can you teach nme?" And she said
"Yes, for the right fee.” You ve
got to...got to..got to...lnportant
peopl e, you nmust flatter ‘em Then in
busi ness you can batter ‘em Only
that way lies gold pressed-Ilatinum
If you listen to ne

GREY
d ax!

CLAX
(still singing)
And | said "Mogie, what'|l happen
if I don't listen "If I’mnot in the
best position? If | don't learn ny

Rul es of Acquisition? Wat’ll happen
to me?"
GREY
(getting up)
C ax!
CLAX

(still singing)
And she said, "Son, think of the
profits you won’t nmake The busi nesses

you' I | never overtake Your own deat h,
you' || have to fake, If you don’'t
listen to ne".
GREY
(bangi ng on the door)

d ax!

Cl ax appears, soaking wet, towel around his waist.

CLAX
What ?

GREY
Shut up.

CLAX

Charmng. Are we ready to go?

33.
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GREY
(poi nt edl y)
| am
CLAX

VWl cone on, then.
(wraps his arm around
Grey again, wetting
hi m
Fame and fortune awaits.
EXT. FEDERATI ON COURTHOUSE

Crowded as you woul d expect with reporters. One is speaking
to the canera

REPORTER
W’ ve been told that Councilor Mari el
has al ready arrived at the Courthouse,
and we are expecting the arrival of
Erik Gey at any nonent.

A murmur goes up

REPORTER ( CONT' D)
In fact, | think he’s com ng now.

A craft has pulled up. The reporters crowd round as CLAX
junps out, smling broadly, holding his hands up.

CLAX
Pl ease, please, let ny client through,
we have nothing to say. Cone al ong,
conme al ong.

A coupl e of m nders hel p GREY out, pushing past the scrum

REPORTER 1
Lt Gey, have you anything to say?
CLAX
It’s Commander Grey, get it right?
REPORTER 2
Sorry, | can never renenber, it seens
to change from week to week.
REPORTER 3
Did you sleep with Mariel ?
REPORTER 4
Are you still in arelationship with
her ?
REPORTER 5

Have you slept with any of the other
candi dat es?
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Finally they nmanage to get G ey inside.

| NT. FEDERATI ON COURTHOUSE LOBBY

GREY | ooks ashen faced, as CLAX hurries him al ong.

GREY
Is it always |ike that?

CLAX
It’s usually nmuch worse. Cone al ong,
we're | ate.

GREY

| wonder who's fault that was?
CLAX

| was checking ny teeth. | didn't

want a repeat of this norning s
enbarrassment. Now, tell ne again
what you’'re going to say today.

GREY
My nanme, rank and serial nunber.

CLAX
That’s right. Nothing nore. The
|awers will try and squeeze out of
you whi ch way your testinony is going
to go, but say nothing, understand
me. Just say "I do not have to answer
that at the nmonent." Got it?

GREY
Cot it.

They have conme to an antechanber. They step through a
detector and two guards nod them through.

GUARD 1
In there.

CLAX
Thanks.

| NT. FEDERATI ON COURTHOUSE WAI TI NG ROOM

A small, well furnished office with confortable seats and an
al nost cozy at nosphere, a small w ndow | ooking out. It is
enpty as CLAX and GREY cone in. Cax wal ks over to another
door and peers in. Frominside we hear various |egal
munbl i ngs.

CLAX
Good, they haven't got to you yet.
Still on Mariel. Stay here until

you’ re call ed.
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GREY
Where are you goi ng?

CLAX
Going to watch, see howit’s going.

He di sappears into the door. Gey sighs and | ooks around.
He starts to pace, back and forth, back and forth. He peers
out of the w ndow and sees below himthe reporters, stil
mlling around on the steps. He shakes his head, and turns
as the door opens again.

CGREY
They’'re still there. Oh.

MARI EL and her m nders have wal ked in. Mariel and G ey | ook
at each other for a nonent.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Erm hi.

M NDER 1
(whi spers to Mariel)
We shoul d go.

MARI EL
Just a m nut e. Leave us.

The two m nders nod and wal k out. The two fornmer |overs
| ook at each other. There is an unconfortable silence.

GREY
| don’t know what to say.
MARI EL
|’ msorry you have becone invol ved
in this.
GREY
|’msorry too. | swear, | have never

sai d anyt hi ng.
Mariel raises a finger.

MARI EL
Peopl e may be |i stening.

G ey nods.

GREY
It seens nothing is private any nore.

MARI EL
| know that you didn’'t say anyt hing.
| know | can trust you to do the
ri ght thing.

( MORE)
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MARI EL ( CONT' D)
But sonetines, there are forces nore
power ful than we can know, worKking
agai nst us...and there’s nothing we
can do about it.

CREY
" msorry.

MARI EL
Do not trust anyone, Erik, do you
understand me? No one at all.
Enem es are everywhere. Everywhere.

Grey nods, as C ax cones back in.

CLAX
They’'re ready for... Argh! No no
no no no! Councilor, you nmustn’t be
here. Quickly, out!

Mariel turns and wal ks to the door, before |ooking back.

MARI EL
Good | uck.

Grey nods, as she disappears. Cax turns and | ooks at Mariel.

CLAX
What did she say? You didn't say
anything did you, what did you say?

GREY
Cone on.

He wal ks through the door into the court room C ax | ooking
worried behind him

| NT. ROOM

Dar k, shadowy, bare it’s obviously sonething unconventi onal
is going on in there. There are two nen waiting, as a third,
MR X from before, wal ks in.

MR X
Grey has taken the stand.

MAN 1
How do things | ook?

MR X
Good. Everything is going to plan.

MAN 2
Do you know what he will say on
Thur sday?
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MR X
Not yet. But things are...progressing
ni cely.

MAN 1

We nust be guaranteed the result
t hat we want.

MAN 2
We cannot rely on chance.

MR X
Don't worry. W are al ready working
onit. W have ways of persuasion.
Gey will talk...and he will say what
we want. One way or another.

He | ooks grimy at the other two as we slowy...
FADE OUT

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

EXT. FEDERATI ON COURTHOUSE

The reporters still throng outside.

| NT. FEDERATI ON COURTHOUSE ANTECHAMBER

CLAX is waiting, peering out of the w ndow, when GREY energes,
puffing and bl ow ng, | ooking washed out.

GREY
That was tough. | felt like I'd
mur der ed soneone.

CLAX
You were in there two m nutes.

GREY
Felt |Iike two hours.
(see O ax by the w ndow)

They still there?

CLAX
O course they are, they' Il be canped
out there all week. 1’ve made

alternative arrangenents for us to
| eave so you don’t have to go through
t hem agai n.

GREY
Thank you C ax, that’s...surprisingly
t hought f ul .
Cl ax grins.
CLAX

They’ ve had their picture of you
today, you're a valuable comuodity.
G ving them another one wll just
debase that value. WMake you |ess
interesting in their eyes.

GREY
Heaven for bi d.
CLAX
Come on, this place has a basenent

par k.
W' re being collected there.
GREY

Rem nd nme again why we can’t just
transport in and out?
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CLAX
Qoo no, you can’t do that. Not since
the unfortunate incident of Two Headed

Si | essa.
GREY
Two headed Sil essa?
CLAX
Well, she wasn’t two headed before.

Nasty business. Point is, for
security reasons transportation is
considered a no-go area. There are
too many effective scranblers out
there. Cone al ong.

| NT. BASEMENT PARK

Several vehicles loomin the darkness as CLAX and GREY ener ge.
Cl ax squints and | ooks round.

CLAX
Not here yet. Hwmim [I’'I| just go
and check they’'re on their way.

GREY
Hey wait, wait!

It is too late. Cax has scuttled away. Gey sighs and
| ooks away. There is a silence in the air, broken suddenly
by the sound of feet tapping. Gey |looks warily around.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Cax? Hello? Hello?

VA CE
Lt G ey.

Qut of the shadows energes MR X

GREY
Who are you?

MR X
It doesn’'t matter who | am Lt G ey,
what does matter is what | am going
to say to you. Now |listen carefully.
Your testinony is extrenely inportant

on Thursday. It would be...unfortunate
if you nmade the wong choice in what
you say.

GREY

And what do you want nme to say?
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MR X
| think you know. The truth, that
is all.

GREY

And what happens if what | say doesn’t
pl ease you?

MR X
As | say, that woul d be...unfortunate.
In the extrene. For you and for
your friends...on the Enterprise.

GREY
| don’t react well to threats.

MR X
This isn't a threat, nerely a
suggesti on.

GREY
Who | eaked the story?
MR X
| do not know.
GREY
Was it soneone on the Enterprise?
MR X
Goodbye Lt Grey. Renenber ny words.
GREY
Who do you work for? Janus?
MR X
Goodbye.
GREY
Wai t!

G ey | ooks round but X has vanished. Al nost i mediately
CLAX reappears cheerfully.

CLAX
It’s on its way. Wat? Wat?

Gey is staring at him Then he turns away.

GREY
Not hi ng.

| NT. SHUTTLE

As GREY is driven back to his apartnent, he | ooks out

t houghtfully. The shuttle drives past a political rally,

"Support for Mariel" group.

41.
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They drive on, past a nore rundown area, full of dirty
bui | di ngs and decrepit people. He closes his eyes then | ooks
at CLAX, who is sitting watching him grinning as always.

| NT. GREY' S APARTMENT
GREY and CLAX enter.

GREY
|’ m going to bed.

CLAX
It’s the mddle of the afternoon.
What about sone food?

GREY
|’ m not hungry.

Clax stares at himas if he’s mad. Long beat.

CLAX
The pressure is getting to you.

CREY
Yep.

He turns and wal ks di sconsolately to his room
TI ME LAPSE

It is nowthe mddle of the night. GREY tosses and turns in
his room before waking, and wal king slowy out into the
mai n room of the apartnment. He |ooks round but there is no
sign of Cax. He walks over to his comm unit and activates
it.

GREY ( CONT' D)
Collect call for USS Enterprise.

COMPUTER VO CE
Deni ed. No outside communi cati ons
may be made fromthis term nal.

Grey sighs, and wal ks over to the TV.

GREY
On.

The screen flashes to life. On it there is yet another news
program Gey slunps onto the sofa and wat ches.

NEWS ANCHOR
...been no reaction yet fromMariel’s
party of Zaygare's call for her to
drop out of the race, and say they
w Il not nake a statenent until the
( MORE)
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NEWS ANCHOR ( CONT' D)
result of the hearings are nade cl ear,
whi ch shoul d be at sone point today.

Political commentators have already noticed that the tone of
t he debate has becone nore savage in the |ast twenty four
hour s.

The screen changes to a press conference being held by
ZAYGARE.

ZAYGARE
Politics wll not stand this kind of
sl eeze any nore. If we are to raise

the Federation fromthe gutter of
corruption into which it has slid
peopl e nust have faith that their

el ected | eaders are entirely above
any formof recrimnation. | plead
with Mariel, for the sake of the
future of our governnent, to do the
honorabl e thing and step down.

Back to the news anchor.

NEWS ANCHOR
Wth me in the studio is Professor
Gregory Venn of Starfleet Acadeny’s
Political Sciences departnment and a
supporter of Zaygare's, and al so
Ali son Mehmann, a close friend of
Councilor Mariel’s and | eader of the
Equal Rights G oup. Professor Venn,
your thoughts on the devel opnents?

VENN
Qpportuni stic, junping on the gravy
train. Zaygare is pushing hard, as
he knows he can. People do not want
this kind of thing to bog down anot her
el ecti on.

VEHMANN
This sort of thing? Nothing has
even been confirnmed yet, how can you
say this sort of thing? Innocent
until proved guilty.

VENN
There is no snoke wi thout fire,
Al i son.

VEHVANN

There’s plenty of snoke surroundi ng
Zaygar e.
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VENN
Even if this allegation is proved
fal se, Mariel’s nane is now tarnished.
Surely it would be better in the
long run if she did stand down?

NEWS ANCHOR
Al i son Mehmann?

VEHMANN

Councilor Mariel is a good wonman.
Her actions on the Equal Rights
Comm ttee, ensuring fair equality
for the Brem n Pass refugees, the
| ost and di senfranchi sed on Hardan
IV, her commtment to the fund of
i nternational co-operation, all point
to a woman dedi cated to doing the
right thing. Wereas your nman

(to Venn)
Seens to spend all his tinme taking
fancy |l unches and schnoozing with
the rich and powerful. Wen was the
| ast tinme he even went close to an
Equal Rights tenenment?

VENN
When was the | ast tine he was caught
with his pants down?

VEHVANN
Personal predilections should not
erase the fact that Councilor Mari el
woul d make a fine President.

VENN
But if the people can’t trust her

GREY
Change channel .

The channel changes to anot her news channel.

NEWS ANCHOR 2
President Drell continues to refuse
to conmment but Senat or Zaygare has
gone on the offensive...

GREY
Change!

The channel changes...to another news channel. Gey rolls
hi s eyes.

NEWS ANCHOR 3
Wo is Erik Gey? Were is he going?
( MORE)
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NEWS ANCHOR 3 ( CONT' D)
What does he want? On the line now
is former |over Sarah Boyle who m ght
be able to shed sone light on this
el usive enigma. Lt Boyle, are you
t here?

BOYLE S face appears on a splitscreen with the anchor

BOYLE

NEWS ANCHOR 3
Sarah Boyle, you dated Erik Gey for
what, a year and a hal f?

BOYLE
That’ s right.

NEWS ANCHOR 3
VWhat was he |ike?

BOYLE
Very passive. | had to make all the
noves, had to do all the groundwork.
It’s a mracle he ever made it to
asking me out at all.

NEWS ANCHOR 3
| see. So, in your mnd, you woul dn’t
be surprised if these allegations
were true?

BOYLE
Not in the slightest. If a woman
made a pass at Erik, he wouldn’t
know what to do, he’'d just give in
and go wwth it. The only thing that
does surprise ne is that soneone
like Mariel would give hima second
| ook.

GREY
(angrily)
fl
The screen, and room goes black. Gey |ooks ahead of him

in disbelief. Suddenly:

CLAX
She’s very pretty.

Gey junps. Cax is right behind him |eaning down, talking
right to his ear. Gey turns round.
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GREY
Jesus, Clax. How |long have you been
standi ng t here?

CLAX
Long enough. Light.

The lights come on, and Clax is revealed to be wearing a
very ornate dressing gowmn, with frills aplenty. He pads
round and sits opposite G ey.

CLAX ( CONT' D)
So that’'s your old squeeze is it?

CGREY
| don’t want to talk about it.
CLAX
Why not? That’'s what |'’m here for.
CGREY
Thanks, but no thanks.
CLAX
|’mworried about you. You're very
t ense.
CGREY

O course I'’mtense, what do you
expect? It feels as though the entire
guadrant is rooting through ny past,
di ggi ng up whatever they can, |I’'m
trapped here with a nasty little
troll and I don’t know. ..

(he stops)
Never m nd.

CLAX
You don’t know what to say?

GREY
| said, | don’t want to tal k about
it.

CLAX

That’ s fine.
Beat. They sit there in silence.

CLAX ( CONT' D)
You know, | could arrange for soneone
to come and hel p you...relieve your
t ensi on.

GREY
No t hanks.
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CLAX

| f you know what | nean.
GREY

No t hanks.
CLAX

" m tal ki ng about sex.

GREY
| know you are.

CLAX
| know sonme very attractive wonen.

GREY
| m sure you do.

CLAX
O nmen, if that’s your thing.

Gey glares at him

CLAX (CONT' D)
O robots? You | ook the sort of man
that m ght enjoy intinmcy with robots.

GREY
Pl ease go away.

CLAX
l’monly trying to help. But fine.

He gets up and begins to wal k away. Then he turns back.

CLAX (CONT' D)
Not even a little hint about what
you're going to say?

GREY
NO.

CLAX
Because, you know, | don’t want to
put any pressure on you, but the
el ection m ght depend on what you
say in that courtroomtonorrow.

CREY
Go. Away.

CLAX
Fine, fine. 1'Il be in ny roomif
you need to talKk.

He di sappears. Gey breathes deeply. Suddenly:

47.
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CLAX' S VO CE
You sure | can’t get you a nice
Del t an?

GREY
NO

He bangs his fist on the table and then rests it on his brow
| NT. NEWS STUDI O
Anot her nont age of news progranms, all with norning jingles.

NEWS ANNOUNCER 1
It’s the norning of the nost inportant
day of the election so far.

NEWS ANNOUNCER 2
In Il ess than eight hours tinme we
will know Lt Grey’'s testinony.

NEWS ANNOUNCER 3
Councilor Mariel’s canp this norning
were said to be in reflective nood,
as Senat or Zaygare stepped up his
calls for her to resign

| NT. GREY’ S APARTMENT

GREY is sitting on the floor wwith a | oad of machine parts
surroundi ng himas CLAX energes.

CLAX
Hey hey, it’s the big day, up and at
‘emErik ny boy, |I... what are you
doi ng?

GREY

Just rew ring sonme things.

Clax wal ks over to a hole in the wall and | ooks at it.

CLAX

No, you didn’t. You couldn’t have.
GREY

‘Fraid so.
CLAX

You took apart the replicator?
GREY

Yep.
CLAX

Great. Conputer, activate channel
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GREY
No, don’t!
CLAX
Si x.
A smal | explosion detonates in the wall. Flanme starts to

energe. Clax lets out a squeal

CLAX ( CONT' D)
Arggh!  Arggh! Arggh!

Grey grabs a fire extinguisher and puts out the flanes.
Cl ax | ooks at him

CLAX ( CONT' D)
Have you gone conpletely mad? You
took apart the TV as wel | ?

GREY
| didn’t like what it was saying
about ne.

Clax just stares at him And then, as if shaking hinself
out of a reverie, he turns and heads for the bathroom

GREY ( CONT' D)
| woul dn’t bot her.

Cl ax enmerges again, holding a tap. He looks fromit to Gey
and back again dolefully.

CLAX
It’s just as well | didn't get you
any robots. You' ve gone quite nad.

Suddenly there is a comm chirp. Cax |ooks round, then
back at G ey.

CLAX (CONT' D)
Excuse nme a m nute.

He di sappears into his room Gey continues to play with
the replicator. After a noment C ax re-energes.

CLAX (CONT' D)
Do you know what you need?

GREY
You to go away forever?

CLAX
No. You need a wal k.

GREY
Li ke that’s going to happen.
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CLAX

| can get you out of the building.
GREY

No thanks. | don’t want to be

hounded.

Clax frowns, a little frustrated.

CLAX
No, | can honestly say | can guarantee
one hundred percent you won’'t be
hounded.
GREY
Cl ax, |’ m happy here.
CLAX
Pl ease.
GREY
No.
CLAX
For ne.

Gey gives hima withering | ook. Then he frowns.

GREY
Why are you so keen on mny going out
for a wal k?

CLAX
What ? You need it before you go to
court this afternoon. You' re |ooking
very pasty faced.

GREY
(slightly concerned)
No, really, 1I'mfine.

He stands up again. Cax frowns.

CLAX
WIl you excuse nme for a mnute then?

He heads towards the door. Gey grabs his arm

GREY
Where are you goi ng?

CLAX
| need a walk, even if you don’t.

Gey stares at him



RENAI SSANCE: "Dirty Tricks" - ACT THREE 51.

GREY
No, | think you should stay here.
CLAX
No, | really want to go out.
GREY
No, | really think you should stay
her e.
CLAX

Unhand ne sir.

GREY
Are you going to go out?

CLAX
No.

Gey lets go. Cax bolts for the door. Gey dives for him
Cl ax, squealing, manages to get through. Gey follows him
out ...

| NT. APARTMENT HALLWAY.

There are three big nen standing, waiting. CLAX stands by
them protectively. GCREY |ooks at them and understands.

CLAX ( CONT' D)
| really think you need to cone for
a wal k.

Grey considers, then realizes he can’t get away fromthem
Resi gnedl y, he nods.

| NT. SHUTTLE

GREY sits gloom |y between two of the nmen. On the opposite
side CLAX exam nes his twisted armand | ooks at G ey
resentful ly.

CLAX
You didn't need to do that you know.
(G ey doesn’'t respond.)
W're only trying to help you.
Gey | ooks away. C ax sighs.
EXT. WAREHOUSE

The shuttle settles down on the roof of a seedy-I|ooking
war ehouse. GREY is bundled in by the nen, followed by CLAX

I NT. WAREHOUSE

Large open area, heavy with dirt and dust, a single shaft of
light illumnating swrling particles.
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It woul dn’t appear that anyone has used the place for a | ong
time. GREY is noved inside by the nen. CLAX nods at them

CLAX
Wait here a nonent.

He scurries out. Gey |ooks at the nen.

GREY
What did he offer you, sex with a
vacuum cl eaner ?

The nmen don't respond. G ey shakes his head and turns back,
as Clax enters again, carrying a console. He lays it on the
tabl e and gestures to Gey.

CLAX
We'll |eave you to it.
(to the guards)
Come on.
(to Gey)

W' Il be outside.

The two guards and C ax depart. G ey watches them go and
then | ooks at the console. He |ooks round, contenplating
making a run, but then curiosity gets the better of him and
he wal ks over. He presses a button and then his eyes w den.

GREY
You.
QUI NLAN
(on screen)
Hey.

She smles at him Gey shakes his head.

GREY
What ..? | ...\What’'s goi ng on?

QUI NLAN

(on screen)
| pulled sone strings, got in contact
w th sonme people, called in sone
favor. And here we are.

G ey shakes his head, a broad smle breaking across his face.
He pulls up a chair and sits on it.

GREY
Trust you. | thought | was being
ki dnapped or sonet hi ng.

QUI NLAN
Well, technically we’'re being very

naughty.
( MORE)
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QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
That little Ferengi didn't want
anything to with it, but I told him
if he didn't bring you I'd rip off

his ears.
GREY
That’d do it, alright. [It’s great
to see you.
QUI NLAN
And you. How have you been?
GREY
AMul. I'mstuck inthis little

apartnment with Cax all day while
everyone el se is busy tal king about

me. | feel both trapped and exposed
at the sane tine. |It’s horrible.
QUI NLAN

(hesitantly)
Did you see..?

CGREY
Boyl e? Yeah, | saw her.

QUI NLAN
| ve made ny opinion clear on her
interview She didn't take it too
wel | .

Gey smles at her.

He si ghs.

GREY
How is the old ship?

QUI NLAN
Falling apart w thout you. You need
to get back as soon as possible.

GREY
| can't wait.
QUI NLAN
Do you know what you're going to do
yet ?
GREY
No, | don’t.
(beat)
Oh Jen, | really don’t. 1’ m caught

between a rock and a hard pl ace.
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QUI NLAN
| know.

GREY
If | say | slept with her, her
canpaign is all but over. |If | don't,

then I’ ve betrayed ny own principles,
have conprom sed everything | believe
to be right.

QUI NLAN
It’s not your fault you're in this
posi tion.

GREY
l1’d like to know who’s it was. Wo
reported it in the first place.

QUI NLAN
VWho knew?

GREY
No one! O, at least, | didn't think
t hey did.

(shakes his head)
And now I’ m open, and | don’t know
which way to turn. |’ve been
t hreat ened you know.

QUI NLAN
|’ m not surprised. You can hardly
t ake them seriously though.

CREY
Why ?

QUI NLAN
Eri k, you live on the Enterprise.
Your life is threatened on average
once every ten mnutes. |It’'s nothing
new. Besides, once you testify,
they’re going to have other fish to
fry. Don't be intimdated. And if
anyone does try to do anything, ['1I
conme and sort them out.

Grey sm | es again.

GREY
| ve m ssed you

QUI NLAN
|’ ve m ssed you. W all have.
(sonet hi ng bl eeps)
Uh-oh, that’s the one m nute warning.
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GREY
VWhat's that?

QUI NLAN
That little troll told nme, we had a
certain anount of tine safe before
we m ght be traced.

W' ve only got a mnute left.

GREY
Ckay.

QUI NLAN
W’'re all here for you, Erik. We’ll
support you whatever you do. \When
you wal k into that courtroomthis
aft ernoon, everyone on the Enterprise
will be with you.

GREY
Thank you. For everyt hing.

QUI NLAN
Come hone soon

She puts her fingers out, to touch the screen. Gey responds
t he sane.

GREY
I will.
The screen suddenly blanks out. Gey sits still, |ooking at
it, his fingers still touching the screen. Then he | ooks

down, his fingers letting go, and stands up. After a few
moments CLAX enters again, smling, followed by the two
guards. Gey |looks at him

GREY ( CONT' D)
| thought you were going to nurder
ne.

CLAX
Wiy would | do that? | told you,
you' re far too val uable.

Grey nods, smling.

GREY
And Pi nky and Perky?

CLAX
They’ || do whatever | tell them
Come on, let’s get back to the
apartnment before W finds out. |
need ny job still.
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They turn and walk slowy out. Their voices fade away as
t hey go.

CLAX (CONT' D)
She’'s an attracti ve wonan t hat
Qui sl ing.

CGREY
Qui nl an.

CLAX
Think she’d go out with nme?

GREY
(firmy)
CLAX

Shane.

As the door closes behind themwe’'re left |ooking at the
consol e screen as we slowy...

FADE OUT
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

FADE | N:

FLASH LOGO | NN | ndependent Network News.

Acconpani ed by garish jingle.

ANNOUNCER
This is INN, Independent Network
News, with the breaking story that
now President Drell has entered the
ring and i s demandi ng Council or
Mariel’s withdrawal fromthe el ection
race. In a read statenment he said
that there was no room for sleaze or
di shonesty in this canpaign. And
for the first time Councilor Mariel’s
party thensel ves have formally
acknow edged the situation, announcing
a press conference this evening for
ei ght een hundred hours, two hours
after the expected tine of Erik Gey's
testi nony.

EXT. FEDERATI ON COURTHOUSE

Scene of GREY arriving, once nore flanked by photographers,
pushed t hrough by CLAX

ANNOUNCER ( CONT’ D)
You’' re now wat chi ng footage taken
earlier this afternoon of Lt Gey
arriving at the courthouse. As the
eyes of the quadrant | ook down upon
him we await with bated breath for
his arrival in the witness stand.

| NT. FEDERATI ON COURTHOUSE ANTECHAMBER

GREY sits passively, staring blankly strai ght ahead, unseeing.
CLAX, too, seens nuted, watching Gey but for once not saying
anything. The silence between themis unbearable. Finally
we hear from w thin:

COURT CLERK
(O f Screen)
Call Erik Gey.

The call goes round, and Grey | ooks up. He breathes a deep
si gh before standing, and wal king to the door. C ax stops
hi m and | ooks at him

CLAX
Good | uck. Do what | do. Think of
themall in their underwear.
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Gey, used to this by now, just nods. The door opens and a
court official |ooks in.

COURT OFFI CI AL
W' re ready for you.

Grey nods, and slowy wal ks in...
| NT. FEDERATI ON COURT ROOM

A large, inpressive room akin to an American grand court
roomof our era. People sit in the viewer’s gallery, as
GREY slowy wal ks forward, |ooking left and right at all the
peopl e staring at him As he gets closer to the front he
spots MARIEL, sitting at the front, not | ooking at him at

all. He finally gets to the witness stand, and turns round
to face themall. A clerk steps forward.
COURT CLERK

Rai se your right hand.

(Gey does so)
Do you swear to tell the truth, the
whol e truth and nothing but the truth?

GREY
| do.

An EXAM NER steps forward, he is a Vul can

EXAM NER
My nane is Sinok, | amthe exam ner
for this hearing today. Please
confirmfor your court your nane is
Erik Gey.

GREY
It is.

EXAM NER
You are Chief of Engineering, |
bel i eve, on the NCC 1701- G USS
Enterprise, is that not so?

GREY

EXAM NER
A controversial ship.
(G ey doesn’'t respond.)
Just fill in the court what your
duties entail on this ship?

GREY
| am responsi bl e for managenent of
t he Engi neering Crew, ensuring that
all systenms on the Enterprise are

( MORE)
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GREY (CONT' D)
fully functional, and repairing any
of said systens that mal function.

EXAM NER
| believe it has been said that
Engineering is the heart of a ship?

GREY
That woul d be an accurate anal ogy.

| NT. RECREATI ON LOUNGE

Everyone is watching a broadcast, QU NLAN and ELRIS at a
tabl e, | ooking concerned, further back BOYLE and CARTER
wat chi ng as wel | .

EXAM NER
(On screen)
So, not the head then?

GREY
(On screen)
No, | believe the Captain is generally
regarded as that.

| NT. CROSS READY ROOM
CRCSS and TALCORA | ook at each ot her.

TALORA
Debat abl e.

Cross gives her a wy | ook.
| NT. FEDERATI ON COURTROOM
As before, GREY and EXAM NER

EXAM NER
Now tell nme, on stardate 79650, where
was the Enterprise?

GREY
W were on route to Zel os Prine,
pursui ng a smuggl ers ship at the
request of the Ronmul an Gover nnent.

EXAM NER

And Councilor Mriel was on board?
GREY

She was.
EXAM NER

VWhat was her state of m nd?
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Gey, for the first time, glances at MARIEL, who is sitting
| ooki ng straight ahead.

GREY
She was...unhappy...with the deci sions
bei ng made regardi ng how we handl ed
the situation

EXAM NER
And she expressed these opinions to
you?
GREY
She di d.
EXAM NER
Wy you?

Grey shifts uneasily in his seat.
| NT. CROSS READY ROOM
TALORA gl ances at CROSS.

TALORA
This i s awkward.

| NT. FEDERATI ON COURTROOM
As before, GREY, the EXAM NER and MARI EL
GREY

She was...aware that ny feelings echoed
hers in this particular situation.

EXAM NER
So you shared a bond?
GREY
Yes.
EXAM NER
Had you nmet the Councilor before?
GREY
No.
EXAM NER

And yet you were confident enough to
share your perhaps treasonous opinions
with her on the conmand you serve
under? WAs this because you were
attracted to her?

GREY
| didn't share them exactly, she
read them
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EXAM NER
Wth her telepathic abilities?
GREY
That is correct.
EXAM NER
Were you attracted to her?
Beat .
CGREY
Yes.
EXAM NER
Do you think she read that?
CGREY
Maybe. | don’t know.
EXAM NER
Do you think she was attracted to
you?
CGREY

(1 ooking at Mariel,
who doesn’t | ook at
hi m
| think she was.

EXAM NER
And how did this attracti on nani f est
itsel f?

GREY
She was very happy, and confidenti al
with ne.

EXAM NER

Confidential? D d she give away
anyt hing that you woul d consi der
woul d conprom se state security?

GREY
(firmy)

EXAM NER
| see.

He wal ks back and forth and then, with the air of a magician
revealing his greatest trick, he stops and | ooks at G ey
straight in the eye.
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EXAM NER ( CONT' D) ( CONT' D)
D d you, Lt Commander Erik G ey,
have sexual i1ntercourse with Council or
Kariann Mariel ?
G ey hesitates. He |ooks up at the courtroom
| NT. FEDERATI ON COURT ANTECHAMBER
CLAX freezes, watching.
| NT. RECREATI ON LOUNGE
Everyone stops, holding their breath.
| NT. CROSS READY ROOM
CROSS and TALORA wat ch.
| NT. FEDERATI ON COURTROOM
As before; GREY, EXAM NER and MARIEL. As G ey watches, MR X
appears at the back of the roomand | ooks at him Gey turns
his attention back to the Exam ner.

EXAM NER
Commander Grey? W' re waiting?

G ey swal | ows.

GREY
Yes. Yes, | did.

A small murmur goes around the courtroom Mariel | ooks down.

EXAM NER
You had intercourse with Council or
Mari el ?

GREY
Yes.

EXAM NER

Despite the fact that she swore in
her testinony that she hadn’t?

GREY
Yes.

The Exam ner | ooks at the judge.

EXAM NER
| amfinished with this w tness.

He turns away.
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GREY
Wai t .
(The Exam ner turns
back.)
| have sonmething I wish to say. |
believe that that is permssible in
the rules of this hearing?

The Exam ner nods.

EXAM NER
Pl ease.

GREY
Thi s week has been one of the hardest
of ny life. | have conme under intense

scrutiny fromthe nmedia as a result
of this, as well as pressure from
certain quarters

(he I ooks at MR X)
To testify in a certain way. But |
do not tell the truth today because
of that pressure. | have been
t hreatened nmany tinmes before, and
have | ong since beconme imune to
anyt hi ng people say they will do to
me. This week has shown that sone
parties in this election are not
above maki ng such threats and | do
not wish themto feel that they have
achieved a victory over either nme or

Councilor Mariel. The reason | have
spoken is because | believe in truth,
and honesty, and openness. It would

have been extrenely easy for ne here,
despite the threats, to just deny we
had sl ept together, but | do not
i magine it woul d have done nuch good.
The i nnuendo woul d have renmai ned and
t he Council or woul d have been
permanently tarred with this brush.
| do not believe this would have
been fair. The Councilor is a good
woman. She believes in what she is
fighting this election on, she
genui nely wants to nake an i nprovenent
inthe lives of billions of Federation
citizens. She is here today not
because she has commtted a crine,
or accepted bribery, or done anything
el se she shoul d be ashaned of. She
is here because of a technicality of
| anguage, a nonent of spin, a nuance
of communi cation that has been taken
out of all context.

( MORE)
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GREY (CONT' D)
Wil e other politicians can spend
their entire lives acting on such
m nuti ae, obsessing about it to the
detrinment of both their charges and
their owm noral centers, she is out
there, trying to nake a difference,
trying to change lives. W are al
fallible, none of us can control
every single thing we say and do,
but we should be judged on the sum
of our parts, not any m nor
inperfection. If we were, none of
us woul d ever get anywhere. The
Counci | or does not deserve to be
elimnated fromthis election as the
m st ake she nmade was personal and
af fects nobody except those around
her, whereas her actions could help
the entire quadrant.

He | ooks round. The court stares at him stunned. Mariel
is watching himcarefully.

EXAM NER
Thank you, Commander G ey, you nay
go.
G ey steps down and slowy wal ks out of the hall, head held

high. He notes that M X has di sappeared when he gets to
t he door.

EXT. FEDERATI ON COURT HOUSE
Alittle later. A journalist is talking straight to canera.

JOURNALI ST
Following Erik Gey's testinony, is
Council or Mariel fighting for her
political life? The courts have now
adj ourned but the Councilor’s team
say she fully intends to proceed
wi th her press conference, which is
due to start shortly on these very
st eps.

| NT. FEDERATI ON COURTHOUSE CORRI DOR

GREY is standi ng back watching MARIEL’ S party sw ngi ng by.
As they do, Mariel sees him and notions themto stop. Gey
| ooks at her.

MARI EL
That was very sweet, you know.

GREY
It cane fromthe heart.
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MARI EL
| know it did. |1'ma tel epath,
remenber ?

GREY

VWhat wi |l happen now?
Mariel breaks into a big smle.

MARI EL
Oh, | don’t think you should worry
too nuch. Watch the press conference
and you'll see.

She turns and wal ks away, confiding in soneone. As Gey

wat ches, the soneone | ooks up and G ey is shocked to see it
is MR X Frowing, Gey turns and qui ckly wal ks around, eager
to get to the press conference.

| NT. FEDERATI ON COURT HOUSE STEPS

MARI EL energes and wal ks down to a group of m crophones.
The journalists there all react.

JOURNALI STS
Here she cones!

They all crowd round, yelling: "Are you going to pull out?
VWhat is your future?" Etc. MR X steps forward.

MR X
The Council or has a statenent she
woul d i ke to make.

MARI EL

(readi ng)
| will not be taking any question.
| am satisfied that the court hearing
| have been a party to were fair and
above aboard, and |I thank in
particular Erik Gey for his candor
and support.

Grey, who has energed froma side door, watches froma
di st ance.

MARI EL ( CONT' D)
Despite the testinony nade today,
however, | have no intentions of
wi t hdrawi ng ny candi dature and bel i eve
my opponents will not be expecting
me to do so, after | read this
statenent. They have been nost
forthcomng in expressing their
opi nions on ny mstake, and | thank
themfor it.

( MORE)
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MARI EL ( CONT' D)
| would now like to be equally
forthcomng on theirs. President
Drell, for exanple, who | ast year
aut hori zed the sale of a nunber of
armanents to the Inperialist rebels
of the Klingon Enpire, despite
assurances he did not. W have
docunent ed proof if he should so
wi sh. O Senator Zaygare, ny nost
respect ed opponent, who | ast sunmer
spent his tinme touring fromone out-
of - system pl anet to anot her,
canvassi ng votes, or buying themto
use a nore blunt term Again,
have plenty of evidence to support
this should it be required. | did
not wish to drag this canpaign into
the gutter, as so many of you fine
reporters have phrased it recently,
but now that it has been, be assured
that | have plenty of anmunition as
well. | nmade a mstake. | hold up
my hands and admt it. But | believe
my opponents have nade bi gger ones,
and | intend to let the people know
about it. That is all.

She turns and qui ckly wal ks back up the steps foll owed by M
X and a cacophony of questioning journalists. Gey,
furiously, turns and wal ks back in as well in his side door.

| NT. FEDERATI ON COURTHOUSE CORRI DOR
MARI EL wal ks down. GREY pushes his way through.

GREY
St op.

Mariel’s guards react but she holds up her hands.

MARI EL
Let hi m speak.

GREY
You set nme up. This whol e thing,
you just did it so you could | aunch
an attack on your opponents.

Mariel smles but says nothing.

GREY ( CONT' D)
You knew you couldn’t start accusing
your opponents w thout people saying
you were being a bitch, bringing
sl eaze into the canpaign

( MORE)
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GREY ( CONT' D)
So you |l eaked this story, and now
can fire as nmuch filth as possible

at themand still have the noral
hi gh ground. You even got bully boy
here

(at M X

To threaten nme so that | testified
t he way you want ed.

Mariel smles and |l eans in closer.

MARI EL
Seens that "little troll" has taught
you sone things after all. Wl cone
to the wonderful world of politics.
GREY
After all | said for you. | thought
| knew you.
MARI EL

No you don’t. But | know you.
Tel epat h, renmenber?

She turns and wal ks quickly away, M X leering at G ey as
they go. Gey turns, disgusted.

| NT. FEDERATI ON COURT ROOM ANTECHAMBER

CLAX is sitting there, eating a sandwi ch. GREY enters,
conpletely dejectedly.

CLAX
You done?

GREY
You' re right. | was done.

Clax slides off his chair.

CLAX
Never m nd ne old nucker, you can’'t
win themall.

GREY
| thought she was different.

CLAX
Wrd to the wise, sunshine. No
politician is different. Spiel’s
Political Sayings Vol une two.

GREY
G eat.
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CLAX
Anot her good one is, Never trust a
Politician that sleeps with you.

GREY
Did you know?

CLAX
| had an idea.

GREY
Wiy didn't you tell nme?

CLAX
| wasn’t allowed to attenpt to
i nfl uence your testinony, one way or
the other. Sorry.

GREY
Take nme hone.

Clax finishes off his sandwi ch and puts his armaround Gey’'s
neck.

CLAX
Are you sure you wouldn’t like me to
get you a robot before you go?

They wal k out.
MONTAGE OF NEWS PROGRAMS ACGAI N
Vari ous announcers.

ANNOUNCER 1
The Federation Court today declared
Council or Kariann Mariel guilty of
m sl eadi ng the peopl e, and have
formally submtted her nanme to the
ot her candi dates for their vote on
whet her to evict her or not. They
are expected to vote in favor of
Mari el .

ANNOUNCER 2
President Drell has nade a statenent
saying that he wll not personally
pursue any action action agai nst the
Counci |l or, who has al ready set out
on the next |eg of her canpaign tour.
It is expected that Senator Zaygare
will follow suit.

ANNOUNCER 3

The Senator, speaking at a di nner

for business | eaders, said that while
( MORE)
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ANNOUNCER 3 ( CONT' D)
he did not approve of the Councilor’s
actions, he accepted the opinion of
Erik Gey that she should not be
puni shed for her error and woul d not
be voting to elimnate her fromthe
race.

ANNCUNCER 4
Erik Gey was said tonight to be
preparing to return to the Enterpri se.
A source close to himsaid that he
was consi dering "several lucrative
offers" in regards to selling his
story.

| NT. GREY’ S APARTMENT

GREY has finished packing, listening to the report. He reacts
to this last part and shakes his head ruefully.

GREY
Not 1ikely.

CLAX ENTERS

CLAX
Your transport is here.

GREY
Let’s go.

He picks his suitcase up and starts to walk out. Cdax is
bounci ng up and down on his feet nervously, making little
eeee noi ses.

GREY ( CONT' D)
What ?

CLAX
(al nost desperately)
Are you sure you won’t reconsider?

GREY
Clax, for the last tinme, | am not
selling ny story.

CLAX
But there’s so nuch noney in it!
MI11ions! Billions! MIIlions of
billions!

GREY

Trillions?
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CLAX
More than that. | wouldn't take
nore than twenty five percent, tops.
Ckay, twenty percent.
(Grey shakes his head)
Fifteen?

GREY
Goodbye d ax.

CLAX
(I'i ke a di sappoi nted
chil d)
Chhhhh.

Grey hesitates, and then | ooks at him
GREY

You know, Clax, when | first net you
| really didn't like you

CLAX

Qoh, don’t, you' |l enbarrass ne.
GREY

But after this week, |’ve got to

say, | really really detest you
CLAX

| got you to talk to your girlfriend.

GREY
She’s not ny girlfriend.

CLAX
Fine. \Whatever. Cone on, your
transport is waiting.

GREY
You' re very anxious to get rid of
me, why?

CLAX

An opening has cone up in President
Drell’s canpaign for a spokesman,
|’mnmeeting himin fifteen m nutes.
Come al ong, cone al ong.

He pushes G ey out the door.
EXT. ENTERPRI SE

A SHUTTLE approaching the ENTERPRI SE. Through the vi ewscreen
we see CGREY | eaning eagerly forward.
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PILOT" S COW VA CE
This is shuttle Xerxes, requesting
perm ssion to dock.

TALORA' S COW VA CE
Perm ssion granted. Wl cone hone
Commander .

| NT. RECREATI ON LOUNGE

CGREY wal ks in to be greeted by rounds of appl ause by everyone
there. At the forefront is QU NLAN, ELRI S, TORAN and CROCSS.
HAL sidles up to himwth a free drink. People crowd round
to cheer and congratul ate him

HAL
On t he house.

GREY
Thank you.

He finds hinself in front of Quinlan and | ooks at her benused.

GREY (CONT' D)
What’ s going on? | would have thought
| woul d have been a pari ah?

QUI NLAN
You stood up for your beliefs.
Everyone’s very proud of you. Uh
oh.

She spots Cross com ng over.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
(staccato, eyeing
Cross as she does)
Eri k. Thank goodness. | haven't
spoken to you for a week.

CGREY
(joining in)
No. You. Have. Not. |I. Am d ad.
To. See. You.
CROSS
Cut it out you two, | know what
happened.
QUI NLAN

VWhat . DO. You. Mean

GREY
Jen.
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In the bosom of his friends again,

QUI NLAN
Sorry. | was quite enjoying doing
t he voi ce.

ELRI S

Conme on, let's go and sit down.

GREY’ S VA CE OVER
In a week in which I’ve done nuch
soul - searching, about the right

thing to do, how act, | have cone to
appreci ate one thing, who ny friends
on. | never thought | would come to

say this, but | have m ssed the
Enterprise and the reason for that
is | have m ssed the people. They
are ny friends and I know that, no
matter what happens to nme, they wll
stand by me. | know now who ny
friends are. And who aren’t.

| NT. ENG NEERI NG

Late shift.

of peopl e

GREY enters. Boyle | ooks up.

G ey nods.

GREY

You weren’t at the party. |'’mhurt.
BOYLE

Sorry, | had to do this.
GREY

What happened to your eye?
BOYLE

If I tell you, I'll get another one.
GREY

VWhat are you wor ki ng on?
BOYLE

You know t hat tube we were fixing?
GREY

Yeah?
BOYLE

It’s still on the blink. Threw out

the whol e i npul se drive yesterday,
only just been able to get it back
on line.

72.

Grey goes and sits down.

The lights are low and there are only a couple
wor ki ng, including BOYLE. She has a bl ack eye.
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GREY
So sonetines the snall can have an
effect on everything.

Boyl e | ooks at himand sm | es.

Beat .

G ey nods.

BOYLE
| guess they can.

GREY
| saw your interview.
BOYLE
Yeah well, it’s not as though |I'm

going to turn up an opportunity like
that is it?

GREY
| guess not.
(smal | beat)
| thought, though, that despite
everything, we still had sone kind
of loyalty between us. That | can
rely on you and you on ne.

BOYLE
Don’t m stake our professionalism
for sone kind of bond between us
Eri k. That woul d be anot her exanple
of your naivety.

GREY
Just so long as we’'re clear.
(he turns and wal ks

away)
You know, you did help ne though in
a way.
BOYLE
Oh?
GREY

You' ve persuaded ne it’s tinme | took
command of ny own decisions, didn't
listen to anyone el se, but decided
things for nyself, took control as
it were.

BOYLE
Oh, well good.

GREY
Li ke in the courtroom



RENAI SSANCE: "Dirty Tricks" - ACT FOUR 74.

BOYLE
Un huh.
GREY
O now.
BOYLE
Now?
GREY
Yeah, 1’m going to nake a deci sion

shoul d have done a long tine ago.

BOYLE
Why? What do you nean?

Grey | ooks at her for a | ong nonment.
GREY
(very firmy)
You're fired.

CUT TO BLACK
END OF ACT FOUR

THE END
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