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RENAI SSANCE: "...Vedek's Lost Robes" - TEASER 1.
TEASER

FADE | N:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CARTER S QUARTERS

Carter storms into his quarters and punches the screen
opposite his wall that activates.

He wal ks over to his bed, clearly in a bad nood, and sits
down on it watching the screen.

The Federation News Network | ogo appears and Carter intensely
wat ches the screen:

ANNOUNCER
Good evening and wel come to the
Federati on News Network! Tonight's
"Carter Investigates" has been
replaced by "Vulcan N ghts," an
investigation into the aftereffects
of Wul can nassages.

Carter |l ooks on in shock and as the announcenent conti nues...
ANNOUNCER ( CONT' D)
Carter Investigates will rejoin us
later in the year after a short
hi at us.
As he hits sone controls on his termnal we...
FADE OUT

END OF TEASER




RENAI SSANCE: "...Vedek's Lost Robes" - ACT ONE 2.
ACT ONE
FADE | N:
BLACKNESS
A caption appears:
ONE WEEK EARLI ER
EXT. JUNGLE

Running feet. Pull up to see a STARFLEET MARI NE t hrough the
dense foliage of an alien jungle, running for his life from
an unseen hunter.

We cut back to watching his feet, until he trips and | ands
flat on his face.

Cut behind the hunter, a dangerous |ooking four |egged TARG
| ooking as fierce as ever, its eyes blazing, its jagged fur
flying behind it like a bat out of hell, getting closer and
cl oser to our hero..

...Until the picture FREEZES and a MAN in a suit walks in
front of the scene.

MAN
Is this you? Life as a Starfl eet
Marine is a dangerous business and
you can never know when you m ght
next stare death in the face.

Cut to the Targ looking at the man head on.

MAN ( CONT' D)
Eugh. Don't be distracted when it
comes to the crunch. Drink Galactic
Li ghtni ng, the new energy drink from
Di si na.

The man hands our hero a bottle of GALACTIC LI GHTNI NG bef ore
di sappearing and the Marine takes a sip before the imge
resunes, and the Marine draws his PHASER from his belt and
VAPORI ZES the Targ straight in front of us.

The man reappears, and outstretches his hand to the proud
mari ne, putting his other armaround his shoul der.

MAN ( CONT' D)
Gal actic Lightning! The only energy
drink endorsed by Starfleet Medical.
Gal actic Lightning! Oder it from
your replicator today!

Pull out fromthis to reveal that we are actually in...
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I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC DECK

...as the FNN (Federati on News Network) Logo flashes into
view. We continue pulling out to see HAL stood at the bar.

HAL
(shouts)
And renenber, people! For alimted
tinme only I"'moffering a free Galactic
Lightning with every Bl ack Hol e sol d!

Continue pulling out to see ELRI S shaki ng her head as she
wat ches Hal going about his work, before seeing TALORA enter
fromthe doors opposite.

Tal ora | ooks over to an enpty table, before tuning around
and wal king to | eave.

ELRI S
Conmmander !

Talora turns to see who has called her, and Elris waves at
her to cone over

Talora is a lot colder than she is usually, alnopst going
back to the early days of Renai ssance, when she was regarded
as nothing nore than a strict rule keeper.

TALORA

Doctor. What can | do for you?
ELRI S

Not a lot. | thought we could talk.
TALORA

(takes a seat)
What's on your m nd?

ELRI S
Well, if the Romul an version of that
advert was anywhere near as bad as
the Starfleet version, definitely
not Gal actic Lightning.

TALORA
Wul d you like ne to purchase drinks,
Doct or ?
ELRI S
No, no. | was joking.
TALORA
| see. Is that all?

El ri s shakes her head, taken aback by Talora's attitude.
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ELRI S
What's wong with you today, Tal ora?
TALORA
Nothing is wong with ne.
ELRI S
Ch come on. | know Jen usually calls
you the ice queen, but you're not
usually... this icy.
TALORA

Per haps the tenperature has dropped
alittle recently?

She | ooks over at the enpty table.

ELRI S
Doj ar ?

Tal ora nods, and seens to relax a little, but is stil
obviously quite worried about the Dojar situation.

TALORA
He hasn't shown up for our breakfast
two weeks in a row.

ELRI S
Well, he told us all that he needed
sone tine to sort hinself out after
what happening with the Q tam.

TALORA
That is true. But | didn't anticipate
that time to be this |ong.

ELRI S
(knowi ngly)
| know it's hard, Commander, believe
me -- |'ve been there. But | think

t hat sonetinmes, when soneone says

t hat they need sone space, you've
just got to give themit or you can
ri sk making things a | ot worse.

TALORA
It is difficult.

ELRI S
You two were a |l ot closer than nost
of us realized, weren't you?

There is a pause.

TALCRA
Per haps even nore so.
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Elris |ooks slightly surprised, Talora instantly regrets
what she has just said.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
O, rather 1'd hoped... | would have
liked to...

Fortunately, Hal dinms the lights and turns the sound up on

t he hol oprojector as CARTER | NVESTI GATES begins to transmt.
Elris ceases the opportunity to dig the proud Tal ora out of
the rather sizable hole she has dug for herself.

ELRI S
Let's see what he's got to say this
week.

Talora remains silent, sat awkwardly as the rest of the crew
watch with baited breath as Carter's report begins.

CARTER
In the wake of the Qtam's merciless
attack on Bajor, the entire Federation
has been aski ng what coul d have been
done to prevent it, and how our
def enses coul d be upgraded to stop
it from happening again. 1In the
first of tonight's special reports,
| spoke to President Drell about the
matter, and asked hi mwhy he thought
the Enterprise always nmanaged to
land itself in such deep water

The gat hered crew BOO from various corners of the room Talora
does not joinin, Elris smles, but quickly stops after seeing
Tal ora' s expression.

DRELL
| really don't think it's a matter
of putting nore defenses around every
i nhabi ted pl anet the Enterprise cones
wthin two |light years of...

More booing fromthe crowmd. W hear various sarcastic remarks
such as "Mdre like ten!" etc. fromthe crowd, before someone

shouts out "Hear himout."

ELRI S
Don't think he'll be getting any
votes fromthis shinp.

DRELL
...also played a pivotal part in the
defense of the Federation. The
Enterprise crew s efforts at Utopia
Planitia...

Cheers fromthe gathered crowd.
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TALCRA
Per haps not.

DRELL
...for Captain Cross's assistance,
both at Utopia Planitia and Bajor,
who knows what nore damage coul d
have been done?

More cheers.
CARTER
And to prevent this from happening

again, M. President, what are you
pl anni ng on doi ng..

EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise in orbit of Bajor.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM

CUT TO

CRCSS enters his Ready Room followed by VEDEK NI MELLA ROCSAI
a female Bajoran with nore days behind her than in front.

CRCSS
Rosai, it's so good to see you again.
You' ve been a great help to us since
t he attack.

NI MELLA
And you too, Captain. If it was not
for the Enterprise, Bajor would not
be recovering as quickly as it is.

Cross nods appreciatively.

CROSS
Lea's been talking a | ot about what
you' re doing down there... you'd

have thought that you were running
the entire relief effort single-
handedly if you |istened to her.

NI MELLA
She al ways di d exaggerat e.
(pause)
How | ong has it been since we |ast
spoke, Captain?

Cross ponders this for a second, before pulling a face.

CRCSS
(unconfortably)
The weddi ng, | think.
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NI MELLA
Still a sensitive subject | see?
CRCSS
No, no. We've just been... reliving
it of late.
NI MELLA

(conf used)
We can only wal k the Prophets |ay
out for us.

CRCSS
O course.

NI MELLA
Even wi thout reading your pagh | can
see that you don't really believe
t hat, Captain.

CRCSS
(smles)
Each to his own.

NI VELLA
If truth be told...
(leans in closer)
nei ther do I.

She sni | es.

CRCSS
(surprised)
And they say you're in with a chance
of succeeding the Kai...

NI MELLA
(hal f j oking)
I"d appreciate it if you didn't tel
anyone.
CRGCSS

So if you don't believe in the
Prophets, what are you doing in the
Vedek Assenbly?

NI MELLA
Oh no, you msunderstand. | believe
in the Prophets, their name be
praised, but | would like to believe
that we all control our own destinies;
t hat each decision we nake is ours
to nmake and ours al one.

CRCSS
So much for ny theory that fate's
just brutally unfair.
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NI MELLA
Over the years | have |earned that
it is best not to regard life as
sonething that is already set in
stone, but something that is nore
flexible. |If one believes the forner,
| believe that one tends to put a
| ot less thought into the decisions
t hey are making.

CRCSS
And you' ve had your fair share of
deci si ons.

NI MELLA
Ch, not too many.

CRCSS
The Federation's in your debt. |If
it wasn't for you, | very nuch doubt
whet her Baj or woul d have becone a
menber .

NI MELLA

You flatter ne, Captain. There were
many ot hers involved in the annexation

as well as I.
CROSS
Still. And that's really why |'ve
asked you here.
NI MELLA
Ch? | thought we were to tal k about

t he danage to the water supply?

CRCSS
Yeah, but what's a little white lie
bet ween fri ends?

Ni el la | ooks intrigued.

CRCOSS ( CONT' D)
I"ve been informed by President
Drell's chief of staff, that you're
bei ng consi dered for the Mark of
Landon.

NI MELLA
The Mark of Landon?

CRGCSS
Yes, it's one of the Federation's
hi ghest honors, awarded to those
who. ..
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NI MELLA
Yes, yes. | realize what it is,
Captain, but | do not believe that I
am worthy of such an honor.

Fromhere on in, Cross attenpts to ease Ninella into accepting
t he honor.

CRCSS
Sone people seemto think otherw se.

NI MELLA
More than likely, Drell's just trying
to get sone nore votes for the
el ections.

CRCSS
(smles)
Vedek, though | doubt the system
nore than anyone, even | have nore
faith init than that.

Ninella takes tine to think for a second.

NI MELLA
It is a very kind gesture, Captain,
but I'mafraid that | nust decline.
| do not wish to be caught up in any
of the Federation's political agendas.

CRCSS
It's to recognize your work in the
aftermath of the Qtam attack, in
bringing Bajor into the Federation,

to...

NI MELLA
No. | do not wish to be honor ed.
Now i f you'll excuse ne, Captain, |

have an appointnent with a Federation
News Reporter and | do not wish to
be | ate.

CRGSS
A news rep...?
(beat, realizing)
Ch no.

NI MELLA
Excuse nme?

CRCSS
You may want to reconsider that
interviewif you don't want to be
caught up in any political agendas.

N nell a | ooks back, confused.
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CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC DECK

Chants of "Zaygre!" fill the room as an apparently rather
unpopul ar interview wi th SENATOR ZAYGRE pl ays on the
hol opr oj ect or.

Talora still |ooks unconfortable, but Elris is now smling,
unfazed by Tal ora's bad nood.

The interview finally ends and Carter's face appears once
again, in the background the devastated Bajoran city attacked
by the Qtam.

The room gradual |y grows qui et as Carter speaks.

CARTER (V. Q)
And so as Bajor continues to recover
fromthe trenendous devastati on caused
by the alien aggressors, | |eave you
for anot her week asking the question
why weren't we ready, and how nmany
nore attacks like this wll it take
before we are? This is Lewis Carter,
in B Hala, signing off.

And with that the inmage fades to bl ack

Pul | down to reveal the doors to the Rec Deck opening, and
CARTER hinself entering to m xed reactions fromthe crowd,
with BOYLE on his arm Sonme congratul ate himon a good
program others openly boo himwhile others just renain quiet
and ignore his presence.

If it wasn't for this, you would have thought that Carter
had just wal ked into a roomof admring fans.

CARTER ( CONT' D)
Thank you, thank you. It was a
difficult one to pull off this tine,
what with all the candi dates to get
around and Captain Cross breat hing
down ny neck, but hey, just |ook at

it. 1 always find it hunbling how. ..
CREWVAN 1

Oh, shut up
CREWVAN 2

Yeah, Carter, whose career are you
going to destroy next?

CREWVAN 1
Hs owm, with a bit of |uck.

They | augh while Carter openly glares at them
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CARTER
Actual |y, sone anong you may be
particularly interested in next week's
program Especially you, Doctor.

He wal ks over to Elris.

ELRI S
And why's that?

CARTER
['1l be exclusively interview ng
Vedek Ninella Rosai...

Elris reacts.

CARTER ( CONT' D)
According to nmy sources she's being
consi dered for the Mark of Landon.

ELRI S
(sighs)
Pr ophet s.
CARTER
No, no. She is being considered for
t he award. ..
ELRI S
Wul d you excuse ne, Conmander ?
TALORA
I think "Il join you.

They stand and wal k out, past Carter.

ELRI S
(sarcastically, as
she exits)
I'"m | ooking forward to it already.

They exit.

CARTER
["1l put you down for a seat then,
shall 17?

CUT TO

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- TRANSPORTER ROOM

Cross and Ninella are both present, as is NARV OZRAN, who
stands at the transporter console.

CRCSS
I wish | could persuade you to
reconsi der.
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A pause.

NI MELLA

You and | both, Captain. Truth be
told, I would be honored to receive
the award. But in the end, what |
want and what | need are two entirely
different things. The Federation
is...

(pause)
The Federation is very different to
how it was when we joined it fifteen
years ago.

Cross nods.
He says the followi ng solemly, yet firmy.

CROSS
Not hi ng stays the sane forever.

NI MELLA
If only it could.
She sm | es.
CRCSS
I wish you well, Vedek
NI MELLA

And you al so, Captain. And on behal f
of the people of Bajor, ny thanks
again for all of your assistance.

She steps on to the transporter pad.

NI MELLA ( CONT' D)
Do you have the tinme, please?

OZRAN
2032, Ma' am

The Vedek | ooks at the doors to the transporter room before
| ooki ng back at Cross.

CRCSS

Somet hi ng wong, Vedek?
NI MELLA

No, no. M. Carter is |late.
CRCSS

Ah.

And with that the doors to the transporter room slide open
but it is not Carter who enters. It is Elris.
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NI MELLA
(surprised)
Lea! How good to see you!

ELRI' S

(politely)
You al so, Vedek.

Before turning to | ook at Cross.

ELRI S (CONT' D)
(serious, annoyed)
Where is he?

Cross opens his nouth to speak, but...

NI MELLA
Your Captain has informed ne of the
situation with M. Carter

Elris breathes a sigh of relief.

ELRI S
So the interview s been called off?

NI MELLA
On the contrary. As soon as M.
Carter arrives, we will beam down
and the interview w || begin.

ELRI S
| really think that you need to
reconsi der.

NI MELLA

| don't believe that | do.

The doors part again, and Carter enters, hauling his equi pnent
into the transporter room

CARTER
Good eveni ng, Vedek. Captain.
Doct or.

NI MELLA

You're | ate.

Carter speaks like to a true gentleman, nuch to the chagrin
of Cross and Elris.

CARTER
Many apol ogi es. M prograns nean a
great deal to me and | do appreciate
t he feedback fromthe crew.

NI MELLA
And all went well, | trust?
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CARTER
I'd say it was a good response, Yyes.

Carter has now made his way on to the pad, and is al so ready
to go.

NI MELLA
(to Elris)
I amsorry that we have had not had
a chance to converse, Lea. Perhaps
anot her tinme?

ELRI S
I"d be delighted.

N nell a nods at Cross.

NI MELLA
Thank you for your hospitality,
Captain Cross. | hope to see you
again some tine.

CRCSS
As do I, Vedek

(pause)
Ener gi ze, M. Qzran.

And with that they demateriali ze.
Cross and Elris turn and exit.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUOQUS

Cross and Elris enter fromthe transporter room and begin
wal ki ng down the corridor.

ELRI S

She's going to regret it.
CRGCSS

I know.
ELRI S

Didn't you... warn her?
CRGCSS

O course | did. And considering
she doesn't want to be caught up in
politics, she's got a funny way of
staying out of the way.

ELRI S
What do you nean?

CRCSS
She didn't accept the award.
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ELRI S
VWhat ?
CRCSS

She didn't accept.
Elris sighs.
ELRI S

ACT ONE

Vell that will give Carter sonething

safe to tal k about anyway.

I f he

does anyt hi ng that damages her

reputation, | swear |'Il kick him
out of the airl ock.
CRGCSS
(j oki ngly)
You' ve never stuck up for ne like
t hat .
ELRI S
I"mserious, Neil. If he does
anyt hi ng. ..
(sighs)

Rosai's been a great friend to ne.
She' s al ways been there when | needed

Soneone.
Cross nods. A beat.

ELRI S ( CONT' D)

Speaki ng of which, have you spoken

to Talora lately?

CRCSS
Not so rmuch. Wy?

ELRI S
She's having a hard tine...
wi th Doj ar.

CROSS
Oh? She seens okay on duty.

ELRI' S

deal i ng

She's a good officer. She's supposed

to be "okay" on duty.
CRCSS

| didn't think that | needed to be

concer ned about it.

ELRI S
You don't. Yet.

Cross | ooks at her.

15.
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ELRI S (CONT' D)
Have you seen Dojar |ately?

CRCSS
No. He's been spending a | ot of
time with Y lan. And understandably
so.

ELRI S
Try all of his time. He hasn't been
to his last two checkups. G anted,
| wasn't too well nyself for one of

them but. ..
CRGCSS
Al right. I'Il talk to him
ELRI S
And Tal or a.
CRGCSS
(pause)

I'lIl see what | can do.

ELRI S
Thanks.

She | eaves to enter sickbay while Cross carries on wal ki ng.
CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Talora is standing outside Y'lan's | ab | ooking at the door.
She takes a breath and noves to press the chinme, but stops
and hol ds back.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- Y'LAN S LAB

Start on Dojar who is sat on a chair, pull out to revea
that both he and Y'lan are | ooking at sonmething in the center
of the room though we don't find out what it is just yet.

Y' LAN
| disagree.

DQJAR
Y lan, it |ooks so nuch better! And
now you don't have to worry about
getting your tentacles stuck in al
the neural circuitry any nore!

Y' LAN
It |ooks... quaint.

DAJAR
Quai nt ?!
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Pul | back even further to reveal that they are | ooking at
Ylan's table. It is different to how we usually see it,

t he usual mass of circuitry that is usually visible in and
around it has gone and we now see that it has to be altered
to look nore nodern. It is round and netallic and the only
aperture on it is the space on the top and the various points
around the edge where Y' | an occasionally inserts his

t ent acl es.

Y' LAN
| fail to see the relevance of having
an organic table if it is surrounded
by this alloy.

DAJAR
It makes your |ab | ook nore...
stylish.

Y' LAN

| do not care for style. You should
not concern yourself with such
primtive notions.

DAJAR
| can't say |I'mthe ship's greatest
trend-setter.

Y' LAN
Then why do you wish for ny |aboratory
to |l ook better?

DQJAR
I... don't know. | thought 1'd picked
it up fromyou

Y' LAN
Negati ve.

DQJAR
I ntriguing.

Y' LAN
| ndeed.

The door chi nes.

Y' LAN & DQJAR
Ent er .

They | ook at one anot her, before Dojar |ooks away to see
Tal ora standing in the doorway.

DQJAR
Commander... what can | do for you?

TALORA
I want to tal k.
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Y' LAN

Can it not wait? W are in the mddle
of sonet hi ng.

Tal ora | ooks at himand is about to answer, when Dojar buts

in and point

s at the table.

DAJAR

Consi der the table, Commander. Does

it

Tal ora | ooks

It
Doj ar and Y

It

They both si
of a sigh.

not | ook better then it did before.
at the table.

TALORA
is... different.

| an both | ook at her.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
is a table.

gh, or at least Y |an does the Qtam equivalent
Perhaps his tentacles drop a little.

TALORA ( CONT' D)

But that is not the reason | cane to
speak to you

DAJAR
Ri ght.
Y' LAN
What do you wi sh to discuss,
Commander ?
TALORA
Actually... | wanted to talk to Dojar,

nore than | wanted to talk to you.

Y' LAN

Mysel f and Doj ar are one, Conmander.

DAJAR

He will find out sooner or |ater,
whet her he is present or not.

|
al

TALORA
woul d still prefer to speak to you
one.

DAJAR

d prefer to do it here.

Y |l an | ooks over at him

Y' LAN

Do you wish ne to | eave?
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DAJAR
No, it's all right, Ylan. 1I'd like
you to stay.
Y' LAN
But you just requested that...
DAJAR
I know.
Y' LAN
But . ..
DAJAR
It was to... no, | didn't intend

to... all right, all right.
Beat as Tal ora | ooks at Dojar.

Y' LAN
State your business, Commander.

Doj ar glares over at him

TALORA
I wondered why you hadn't cone to
our |l ast two breakfasts.
(beat)
| was concer ned.

Y' LAN
He was with ne.
DAJAR
... honestly didn't realize,
Conmander. | nust have lost...
Y' LAN
(to Dojar)
Way?  You did not.
Doj ar si ghs.
DAJAR
Maybe we had better do this another
tinme.
TALORA

If the tine is inconvenient, perhaps
we coul d arrange them for another
day?

DAJAR
Per haps. But another tinme, Commander.

Pause for a nonent as they | ook at each other.
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Doj ar outstretches his armtowards the door.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Anot her ti ne.

Tal ora nods and wal ks out, then, as the doors close...

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
Goodbye. ..

Fromthis we...
FADE QUT.
END CF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

FADE | N:

EXT. BAJOR -- B HAVRAL -- DAY

An establishing shot of B Havral, one of Bajor's great cities,
but not the one that was attacked in "The Lost." (W briefly
saw it way back in | ast season's "Homecom ng.")

I NT. NI MELLA" S APARTMENTS

A luxurious yet slightly Spartan apartnment building, with
stonewal I s and fl oors and huge arches which | ook out over
the city we just saw. The only thing we can hear other than
their voices is the sound of water from an el aborate water
feature that flows through the apartnent.

The main room where we are, |eads off to a bal cony, which
is situated behind the arches, a bedroom and anot her room

The main roomis decorated with ancient Bajoran artifacts,
whi ch sonmehow add to the Spartan feel of the room Two

tabl es, one small and one large, three darkly colored sofa
i ke chairs and a group of normal chairs at the larger table
are all that decorate the room

Carter seens conpletely at ease as he sets up his equi pnent,
while Ninella seats herself on one of the sofas, distinctly
unconf ort abl e.

NI MELLA
Tell me, M. Carter, why do your
shi pmates | abel you with such a
reputation?

CARTER
(good hunor ed)
| think their exact words woul d be
“"thorn in our side."

NI MELLA
Ah.

CARTER
No doubt you have seen the sections
of my programthat report on the
Enterprise's activities?

NI MELLA
No, actually.

CARTER
( MORE)

Ri ght.
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CARTER ( CONT' D)

Vell, | was put on the Enterprise by
Admiral Delfune -- to keep an eye on
Captain Cross, | suppose. You could

say that I'mthe Admral's eyes and
ears on that ship -- anything that
happens, |I'mthere for. Mostly.
(pause)
Even if it's only for a brief second
before I'm ki cked out, but
neverthel ess, | see everything that
happens. Shattered rel ationships,
nervous breakdowns, |ife and death
situations, I'mthere for it all.
And that's only Captain Cross.

NI MELLA
| see.

CARTER
I'mvery enthusiastic about ny work.
| pride nyself on telling the truth
and finding the human side of every
story, giving each one a face, you
know?

NI MELLA
You sound |ike a good man, M. Carter.

CARTER
Quite right.

Over the follow ng dialogue, Carter noves Ninella so that
she is positioned in the best spot for light in the room

CARTER ( CONT' D)
Now, if you'd just care to take a

seat over here... no, back a bit,
slightly that way, yes, just a little
nore... that's it, well done. And

now we can get on with the interview.

He smles. Nnella smles back uneasily as Carter attaches
a m crophone to her collar.

CARTER ( CONT' D)

Don't worry. We'll have this out
the way in no tinme.

(pause)
["1Il introduce the interview sonewhere
el se, so we don't have to worry about
that. Just give nme sone lead in
time and then I'Il ask the first
questi on.

He puts his canera headset on, and after a brief pause, the
i ntervi ew begins.
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CARTER ( CONT' D)
So Vedek, | understand that within
t he past day you have been honored
with the Mark of Landon. How does
it feel to be awarded one of the
Federation's hi ghest honors?

NI MELLA
Actually, | turned down the honor.
Carter frowns.
CARTER

Coul d you tell ne why?

NI MELLA

| believe that the Mark is being
given out for political reasons so
that the Federation may achieve
certain political objectives. |
cannot believe for a second that on
this occasion it is to recognize
strength and valor in the hearts of
its citizens.

CARTER
You seem |ike a very nodest person,
Vedek, but a |lot of other people see
you as one of the main reasons why
Bajor is in the Federation and a
hero in the aftermath of the Q tam
attack on Tamul na.

NI MELLA
| assure you, |'mnot.

CARTER
Then what do you believe the
Federation's political objectives
are through honoring you? No offense,
Vedek, but the Mark of Landon doesn't
strike ne as sonething that
politicians mght |ose sleep over.

NI MELLA
No, but terrifying alien attacks
are. The Federation knows that Bajor
is a planet of high strategic
i mportance and what they will | oose
sl eep over is the fact that no
Federation starships were here to
protect us in our hour of need!
I ndeed, the only protection we did
receive was fromthe two starships
that instigated the entire Qtam
situation in the first place!
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CARTER
Appal ling. So you're saying that
because Baj or had no protection, the
Federation feels that it's standing
has been danmaged on Bajor and so
it's awardi ng you the Mark of Landon
to conpensate for this?

NI MELLA
Spot on, M. Carter, well done.

CARTER
It's an interesting theory you have
there, Vedek, but I"'minterested in
how you felt when you heard about
the attack itself.

24.

There is a pause as the Vedek deliberates over whether or

not to press on the current

| i ne of conversation, before

com ng back with the following, in a deep, stern tone that
we have not heard from her yet.

NI MELLA
Betrayed, shocked and saddened.
When | was canpaigning for Bajor to
join the Federation | thought that I
woul d be hel ping to strengthen it,
not encouraging foreign creatures to
enter our atnosphere and scar us
i ke has happened so many tines
bef ore.

CARTER
I think we're going off topic here,
Vedek, |'m much nore interested in

your feelings rather then your
opi ni ons.

NI MELLA

And why is that, M. Carter? Because
your Federation won't let you air
such opinions on it's news channel ?

| hope that you do show this, in
fact, | want you to show it, because
every Bajoran in this planet, if not
the gal axy, is thinking what |'m
saying, only they don't have the
voice to allow people to hear it.

Carter |ooks quite stunned by this affirmation,
to regroup as the Vedek continues to sternly | ook back at

him

and attenpts
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CUT TO

EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise in orbit of Bajor.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Talora stands at a turbolift waiting for it to arrive.

Momentarily we hear the lift arrive and the doors hiss open.

Cross is standing inside.

TALCRA
Capt ai n.

CRCSS
Conmmander .

She steps inside as the lift begins noving.
TALORA
Did you receive this evening' s status
report?
Cross holds out his hand, revealing a PADD that he is hol ding.

CRCSS
Got it right here.

She half sm | es.
A beat .

CROSS (CONT' D)
How s Doj ar ?

There i s another beat.

TALORA
el | .

CRGCSS
| hear that you haven't spoken for a
whi | e.

TALORA
On the contrary, | went to visit him
[ ast night.

CRGCSS
How was he?

TALORA

Like | said, well.

CRGCSS
And Y' | an?
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TALORA
The sanme. Exactly the sane.

CROSS
And how do you feel about that?

TALORA
Wiy do | get the feeling that someone
has asked you to talk to ne about
this?

CROSS
VWl | you're feeling sonething, so
that's a start!
The turbolift stops and..
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE -- CONTI NUQUS

...the doors open on to the Bridge. The two exit and wal k
out ontoit.

CRCSS
Do you want to continue this in ny
ready roonf

TALORA
If you w sh

Cross cocks his head and heads over to the ready room Talora
follows.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

The doors open and Cross and Tal ora enter.

CRGCSS
I's there anything we can do to help
Dojar's transition... snoother?
TALORA
Leave him al one. Apparently.
CRGCSS
He said that?
TALORA
Not in so many words.
CRGCSS
| see. Have you spoken to hi m about
it?
TALORA

Briefly. He seens distracted by
Y' | an.
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CRGCSS
(hal f jokingly)
Maybe you shoul d ask both of themto
di nner.
A pause.

TALORA
That may be the only option.

Cross W nces.

CRGCSS
Dinner with Y'lan?

Tal ora nods.
TALCRA
(confirm ng)
Dinner with Y'Ilan.

Of Cross's reaction...

I NT. NI MELLA" S APARTMENTS

27.

CUT TO

Carter seens to have succeeded in calmng N nella down sone,

and they are now tal king Federation politics.

CARTER
Your political relationship with
Senat or Zaygre was cited as one of
the elements that really united the
Federation and Bajor prior to the
referendum \What are your feelings
now that he's running for the
Presi dency?

There is a pause for a nonment, as Ninella contenpl ates her

answer to the question.

NI MELLA
I wish himthe best of luck with the
el ections in Decenber.

CARTER
Is that all?

NI MELLA
Wiat else is there to say? In the

end, it is the voters who will decide,

and he has to win them over.

CARTER
| suspect that Karrian Mariel may
w n many of those votes.
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NI MELLA
And | wish the Council or |uck al so.

CARTER
Wul d you say that she was a strong
contender for the Presidency?

NI MELLA
To get as far as she has is an
i mpressive achi evenent.

CARTER
But in your opinion?
NI MELLA
It is still an inpressive opinion
Carter smles.
CARTER
She seened quite... controversi al

during her stay on the Enterprise.

NI MELLA
I woul dn't know.

CARTER
How about President Drell? There's
been a |l ot of tal k about strong words
but no actions -- that people want
to return to the glory days of
Presi dent O Sullivan.

NI MELLA
| think that President Drell's a
fine man, but like you say, | think

that he has a | ot of trenendous
visions and that he isn't quite sure
on how to make thema reality.

CARTER
But then he did have a lot to live
up to.

NI MELLA

He did. But | think that the

Presi dent has had anple opportunity
to prove hinself. Wat he had to
live up to was perfectly within his
grasp -- only he did not reach out
far enough to take hold of it.

CARTER
So you don't think that President
Drell will be back for a third ternf

Anot her pause.

28.
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NI MELLA
Not now. No.
CARTER
| see.
(pause)

Wul d you ever consider running for
t he Presidency, Vedek?

Ni el | a | ooks back slightly stunned.

CARTER ( CONT' D)
G ven the opportunity, | nean

NI MELLA
Certainly not. Politics at the
Federation's level is too big a stage
for nme to enbrace.

CARTER
But the next Kai perhaps?
NI MELLA
That is for the Prophets to decide.
She sm | es.
CUT TGO
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise in orbit of Bajor once again.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Talora taps the control on the entrance to Dojar's quarters.
The doors part and Y'lan stands in the entrance.

Y' LAN
Commander Tal ora, we neet again.

TALORA
We do.

Doj ar steps forward, smling.

DQJAR
| told himto say that.
TALORA
Anusi ng.
DQJAR

What can | do for you?

TALORA
Could we take a wal k?
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Doj ar shrugs.

DAJAR
| don't see why not. Cone on Y'Ilan.

Dojar wal ks on to the corridor and starts wal king next to
Talora, followed by Y |an who scutters al ong behind them
wel | aware that Talora doesn't really want himthere.

Tal ora speaks with a | owered voice so that Y lan can't hear
them but it's obvious that he is finding out what she is
sayi ng anyway.

DOJAR ( CONT' D)
How s it goi ng?

TALORA
Vell. | wanted to ask you to dinner.

DAJAR
Talora, |1've already told you that...

TALORA
Not just you. Y lan as well.

Y' LAN
| do not eat.

TALORA
What does that matter?

DQJ AR
He'd be unconfortabl e.

TALORA
No nore than | woul d be.

Doj ar si ghs.
DQJAR
| appreciate the gesture, Talora,
really | do, but..
Y' LAN
W do not have tine for such
insignificant social exchanges.
Tal ora gl ares back at Y'Ian.

DAJAR
I wasn't going to say that.

Tal ora | ooks back.
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DOJAR ( CONT' D)
| was going to say that | don't know
if I"'mready for sonething |ike that.
| don't want to nmake things... nore
difficult than they already are.

TALORA
We coul d al ways... postpone the neal
for another occasion if it becane
that difficult.

DQJ AR
We coul d.

Y |l an scutters forward.
Y' LAN

| do not wish to attend. W wll
not be accepting your offer, Tal ora.

Tal ora | ooks di sappoi nt ed.
DQJAR
W have not yet discussed it.
w |l get back to you.

Y' lan glares at Dojar and begins to scutter off, back the
way they came. Dojar hangs back.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
You know what he's like. [1'Il get
back to you
Dojar follows Y'|lan as Tal ora stands wat ching.

Y' LAN
Know what | am i ke?

They proceed to argue like an old couple, and Tal ora sighs.

CUT TO
I NT. NI MELLA' S APARTMENTS

Sane as before.

CARTER
I"mgoing to start to wind this up
now, Vedek... but with the exception

of recent events, do you regret
bringing Bajor into the Federation?

NI MELLA
That is difficult to answer under
current circunstances.
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CARTER
But if it wasn't for the current
ci rcunst ances?

She pauses.

Carter

NI MELLA

Perhaps it is too soon to be..

(beat, then slowy,

tripping over words)
It isn't really that sinple, is it?
An entire city is in ruins, nore
than half of its popul ation dead or
i njured because of our "protector's"
ignorance. Do | regret having a
hand in brining Bajor into the
Federation? Right now, yes | do.
W al ways knew that Bajor could becone
the site of a great battleground
but. ..

(beat)
| never really thought that...

(beat)
| don't regret bringing Bajor into
the Federation. But | think that
the United Federation of Planets, as
a whol e, needs to take an urgent,
good look at itself in the mrror
and either decide to start doing
sonet hi ng about how it |ooks... or
to find a new mrror.

CARTER
That's an interesting perspective.
One finale question before | |eave...

what woul d you |ike your |egacy to
be to Bajor? You' ve done so nuch
for it, what would you say was your
great est achi evenent ?

NI MELLA
Legacy and achi evenent are two
entirely different things, M. Carter.
My greatest achi evenent woul d have
to be working with Senator Zaygre on
removing the final scars of the
Qccupati on

CARTER
Whi ch woul d not have been possible
had it not been for the Federation.

NI MELLA
This was before Bajor joined the
Feder ati on.

nods.

32.
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NI MELLA ( CONT' D)
But as for ny legacy? | enjoy nothing
nore than nmy role as a nmessenger of
t he Prophets. Serving Them gives ne
a joy greater than anything else in
ny life. | hope that people wll
remenber me for ny contributions to
the faith over anything else that |
may have done -- be it for better or
worse. That is all

CARTER
Vedek, thank you

N nel | a nods.

We hold on this for a nmonent before Carter turns the canera
off and renoves the headset from his head.

CARTER ( CONT' D)
That was brilliant. Well donel

NI MELLA
(mournful l'y)
I truly hope that you captured the
human side of the story.

CARTER
Oh, | think that I will.

NI MELLA
W1l you use the section where |
spoke badly upon the Federation?

CARTER
| wouldn't have a problemw th ny
censors if that's what your asking..
but it is definitely meaty stuff.

NI MELLA
I's that a good thing?

CARTER
It could be.

At this point we hear the famliar sound of a transporter
fromoutside the apartnent, and Elris enters.

ELRI S
All done?

Ni el la nods and indicates for the door. By this point Carter
has begun to pack up his gear.

NI MELLA
| trust you will be able to see
yoursel f out, M. Carter?
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CARTER
| can't see it being a problem

Ni mel | a nods, and she and Elris EXIT.

W hold on Carter packing away for a nonent, before curiosity
gets the better of himand he follows the two wonen outsi de.

EXT. BAJOR -- N MELLA' S APARTMENTS -- CONTI NUOUS
W watch as Carter wal ks to catch up with Elris and N nell a,

but stays a safe distance away so not to be seen or heard by
either of them

ELRI S
The grounds seemto get ever nore
beauti ful .

NI MELLA

They do, don't they. But | don't
know how much longer | will be staying
her e.

ELRI S
What do you nean?

NI MELLA
The attack on Tanul na has opened ny
eyes to the poverty on Bajor. |
feel that, spiritually, that is where
| should be focusing ny attention.

ELRI S
Everyone needs to take a step back
fromthat once in a while.

NI MELLA

Yes, but unfortunately for those who
I wwsh to help -- they can't, and so
neither nust I. | have to help
rebuild, | have to help the dead's
famli es.

(enphasi zes)
I have to help rebuild those Bajoran
famlies again. | can't justify
com ng back here and stepping outside
into all of this... raw beauty.

(beat)
| need to be with the damage inflicted
upon the soul -- so that | may nmake
it beautiful again.

ELRI S
If I didn't know you better, |1'd say
you were doing nore than what's
expected of you.
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NI MELLA
Don't be ridiculous. This is ny
dut y!

ELRI S
| don't think it's ne you need to
convince. It's not your duty to
give up your hone, and you know it
you' ve earned it.

NI MELLA
But | nade Bajor join the Federation!
It's ny fault that we're in this

si tuati on!
ELRI S
W're all in it together.
NI MELLA
But | did so nuch nore than just
help! | regret everything | had to

do with that damm referendum

ELRI S
What do you nean?

NI MELLA
Baj or never woul d have joined the
Federation had it not been for
i gnorance. \hatever did | think I
was doi ng?

The canera closes in on a wide eyed Carter.

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE
Anot her establishing shot, as the Enterprise orbits Bajor.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- TRANSPORTER ROOM
Carter beans back aboard the Enterprise |ooking subdued. He
nods at Ozran before solemmly exiting the Transporter room
and into the corridor, carrying his equipnment wth him
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR -- CONTI NUOUS
Carter enters fromthe corridor and begins to wal k down it.
He begins to round a corner when Elris, who has been standing
agai nst the opposite wall out of his sight, steps forwards.
As she speaks Carter stops dead in his tracks.

ELRI S

Tell me you didn't do anything to
hurt her.
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CARTER
(qui et, subdued)
No. | didn't.

And with that he carries on walking as Elris grows further

and further away into the background before he rounds anot her
corner and both characters go out of sight, |eaving us |ooking
at the bare corridor. Fromthis we slowy...

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT TWD
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ACT THREE

FADE | N:

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CARTER S QUARTERS

Open on an EXTREME CLOSE of Carter's eyes that have the
reflection of m xed bright colors playing across them Slowy
pull out to see that he is working at a conputer term na

with various information, as well as data about the Vedek,

on the screen.

Suddenly he stops working and stares blankly at the screen.
The canera turns around to see ACCESS DEN ED fl ashing on the
screen. Carter curses before standing up and exiting.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- ENG NEERI NG

Carter enters and we follow himaround as he | ooks for
soneone, until we see QU NLAN, who is working inside a panel,
assi sted by GREY.

CARTER
Li eut enant .

They both turn around, and as soon as they see who it is:

QUI NLAN & GREY
What do you want ?

CARTER
(to Quinlan)

Could I have a word?

Qui nlan nock thinks for a second before com ng back with a
stern:

QUI NLAN
Erm let me think. No.
CARTER
I really need your help with
sonet hi ng.
QUI NLAN
And why would | give you ny hel p?
CARTER
Because it concerns Federation
security.
QUI NLAN
(nmocki ngl y)

Daww Has soneone stolen Lewis's
anti-allergy hypospray agai n?
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GREY
Per haps you should take this slightly
nore seriously?

QUI NLAN
Thi s man has been not hi ng but a nenace
since he came aboard and then he
comes to nme asking for help! Gve
me one good reason why | shoul d help
hi m when he conmes running to nme crying
about Federation security.

Beat .

GREY
Because you're the Chief of Security
now?

Quinlan rolls her eyes and sighs.

QUI NLAN
Oh, why didn't you just say so?
Cone on, you little rascal

She affectionately rubs himon his head, slightly messing
his hair up.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
(to Gey)
"Il see you later

GREY
(smles)
You t oo.

And with that G ey goes back to work as Quinlan and Carter
exit.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- M SSI ON OPS

Quinlan and Carter enter and make their way up the stairway
to the conmputers on the upper |evel.

QUI NLAN
So what exactly are you | ooking for?

CARTER
I"mnot really all that sure yet.

QUI NLAN
You nust have some idea if you need

ny hel p.
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CARTER
| do. But I don't know what 1']I
find once | get to the file, or where
| need to go next.

QUI NLAN
Ckay. So what do you want ne to
pul | up?
CARTER
Ni el |l a Rosai's personal bank account.
QUI NLAN
What ?
CARTER
Her bank account.
QUI NLAN
| can't just do that.
CARTER
I"msure that you can
QUI NLAN
Not when | don't know what you're up
to.
CARTER
(hal f j oki ng)
What ever happened to freedom of the
press?
QUI NLAN

' mnot doing anything until you
tell me what you're doing.

CARTER
You have to prom se that you won't
tell anyone.

QUI NLAN
I won't -- so long as Federation

security isn't really at stake |ike
you say it is.

CARTER
It isn't...

QUI NLAN
(i nterrupts)
Not hel pi ng then.

Carter pulls a stop kidding around face at her.
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CARTER
(dead seri ous)
This is big. | need your help.

QUI NLAN
(sighs)
Fine. Tell ne.

CARTER
I think that the Bajoran accession
ref erendum was ri gged.

QUI NLAN
VWhat ?

CARTER
And | think that Vedek Ninella had
something to do with it.

QUI NLAN
You think she was bribed?
CARTER
But | don't have any proof. Yet.
QUI NLAN
Ri ght.
CARTER
So are you going to let ne see her
account ?
Qui nl an si ghs.
QUI NLAN
This is ridiculous, the voting wasn't
ri gged!
CARTER
Then you don't have anything to worry
about .

Qui nlan | ooks at himdoubtfully.

QUI NLAN
Fine. But it's on your head. Not
m ne.

CARTER
Fi ne by ne.

QUI NLAN

Okay. Let's see what we can find.

She taps sone keys and the Vedek's account pops up.
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CARTER
CGo back to the records from 2379.

QUI NLAN
The year of the referendum

CARTER
Wth dates six nonths before and
after it.

She works for a second before. There is a beep, and she
| ooks up, reassured and not as worried as a nonment ago.

QUI NLAN
There. Nothing. Are you happy now?

A pause as Carter exam nes the screen.

CARTER
No. Pull up the records for that
transfer.

QUI NLAN

That's an expense.

CARTER
I know, but look, it was imediately
returned back into the account two

days | ater.
QUI NLAN
So what ?
CARTER
Wiy woul d that happen?
QUI NLAN
A refund... a coinci dence?
CARTER

Just pull it up?

Qui nl an | ooks at hi m dubi ously, but carries on worKking.
After a second or so, the records appear on the screen and
Carter reads fromthe screen

CARTER ( CONT' D)
Transferred to the Vedek Assenbly.

QUI NLAN
Not hi ng wong with that.

CARTER
Pull up all transfers to and from
t he Vedek Assenbly.

41.
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QUI NLAN
Sane tinme frame?

CARTER
Mrhm

She works again and transaction details appear on the screen.
A lot of transaction details.

CARTER ( CONT' D)
That's a |lot of transactions.

QUI NLAN
(dubi ousl y)
It is, isnt it?

CARTER
Starting to believe that there m ght
be sonething just a little awmy are

we?
QUI NLAN

| haven't started to believe anything.
CARTER

But the seeds of doubt have been

sewn.
QUI NLAN

That they have.

CARTER
Want to give thema little water?

Qui nl an | ooks at him and sighs.

QUI NLAN
What next, your mmjesty?
CARTER
Pul | up the Vedek Assenbly's bank
details.
QUI NLAN
No.
CARTER
Why not ?
QUI NLAN

Because it's illegal!

She says it a little too loudly and Carter hushes her.
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QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
I don't do things like this to help
you... | do it when |I'malone in ny
quarters when |' m bored.

CARTER
I"msure it's not the only thing you
do when you're alone in your quarters
and bor ed.

Quinlan hits himacross the back of his head.

CARTER ( CONT' D)
oM  Ckay, okay.

He puts his hand on her arm and | ooks her in the eyes --
Qui nl an does NOT | ook i npressed.

CARTER ( CONT' D)
Jen. Come on, please. Just this
once. Pl ease.

QUI NLAN
Take your hand off nmy arm and don't
call ne that again.

He conpli es.

CARTER
WIl you do it?

She thinks for a nonent.

QUI NLAN
I f anyone asks... you did it yourself
with some cheap hacking software,
under st ood?

Carter nods as Quinlan begins to work again.

QUI NLAN ( CONT' D)
If it wasn't for ny inane interest
with gossip, | wouldn't even bother.

Anot her screen appears and they both examne it -- the dates
are fromthe sane period. They both look a little shocked
fromthe results they are seeing on the screen.

CARTER
well, well. ..
(pause)
Looks li ke the Federation has been
busy. ..

Qui nl an si ghs.
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CUT TO

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM

Close up on Elris's shocked face.

CRCSS (0. S.)
We t hought you should know.

Pull out to reveal we are in the ready room Cross and Quinlan
are al so present.

ELRI S
It can't be true... there nust be
sonet hi ng w ong.

CRCSS
We' ve checked and doubl e checked. |
only wish there was.

ELRI S
What nmade him start diggi ng?

CRCSS
That's what | wanted to talk to you
about. Did you know?

ELRI S
Wul d you say fromhow | reacted
that | knew?
CROSS
No, but...
ELRI S
Then | didn't.
CROSS
kay.
ELRI S
You thought | knew, didn't you?
CROSS
| couldn't rule that out.
ELRI S
Why not ?
Beat .
CROSS

Carter listened in your conversation
wi th the Vedek on Bajor.
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ELRI S
" tr()outraged)
at ~

CRCSS
Sonet hi ng that you said convinced
himthat the referendumwas rigged.

ELRI S
He shoul dn't have been |i stening!
(beat)
Ninmella was upset -- | listened to

her. She said she wi shed she's never
had anything to do with the

Ref erendum that she was invol ved
nore than...

She stops m d-sentence.

CRGCSS
More than what ?
ELRI S
More than anyone knows.
CRGCSS
In those exact words?
ELRI S
Not exactly, but...
CRGCSS
Didn't you find that slightly strange?
ELRI S
She was upset, Neil! | was conforting
her!
CRGCSS

Do you think she could have done it?

ELRI S
I wouldn't like to think so.

Cross sighs.

ELRI S (CONT' D)
Has anyone told her yet?

CRGCSS
Not yet. Al the evidence seens to
be pretty circunstantial so far, so
she's not going to be arrested or
anyt hi ng.

ELRI S
But there'll be an investigation?
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Elris nods and indicates the term nal

CRGCSS
Ri ght.
ELRI S
Can | talk to her?
CRGCSS
| don't see why not. But if you do
decide to tell her... you can't tel

her about Carter's involvenent in
all of this. The Federation stil
hasn't deci ded what to do about him
or any of this yet.

ELRI S
May | ?
CROSS
O course. 1'll be on the Bridge.

He stands to exit with Quinlan behind him

He exits.

After a noment,
buttons on the desktop communit.

ELRI S
Ch, and Neil ?

CRGCSS
Yeah?

ELRI S

I'd get sone security on Carter if I
wer e you.

CRGCSS
Not ed.

di stressed face of Ninella appears on the screen.

NI MELLA
Lea. It's good to see a friendly
face.

Elris | ooks at her solemmly.

ELRI S
Tell me what they' re saying isn't
true.

NI MELLA
It appears to be open to
interpretation.

sat on Cross's desk.

Elris conposes herself and touches sone
After a nonent,

46.
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ELRI S
Either it is or it isn't...
NI MELLA
It isn't true.
ELRI S
Then that's all | need to know.
NI MELLA
Do you believe it?
ELRI S
| believe in you
NI MELLA
That is reassuring to hear.
(sighs)
Ch, Lea. What have | done to deserve
t hi s?
ELRI S
Just take it easy, okay? | can't

get any |eave at the nonent, but
I'l'l be down there as soon as | can.

N nel | a nods.

ELRI S ( CONT' D)
Have you got anyone you can stay
wth?

NI MELLA
| prefer to be alone in tinmes of
torment, to seek guidance fromthe
Prophets so that ny path may becone
apparent to ne.

ELRI S
I hope you find what you're | ooking
for.

NI MELLA
| doubt that I will. After all,

peopl e very rarely do.
Elris smles.

ELRI S
"Il speak to you tonorrow

NI MELLA
| ook forward to it.

ELRI S
Elris out.
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The Federation | ogo replaces the Vedek's face on the screen,
and she instantly stops smling...

CUT TO
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise cruises past.
I NT. ENTERPRISE -- Y'LAN S LAB

Dojar and Y'lan sit staring at each other, then, after a
nonent or so:

DAJAR
This is ridiculous. | can't stand
it anynore. Either you speak out
loud or we don't speak at all.

Y' LAN
"1l always be in your mnd, Gil.
You' d be surprised howdifficult it
is to stop ones thought patterns
entirely.

DQJAR
But | don't want you in ny mnd al
of the tine!

Y' LAN
Unf ort unat e.
Beat .
DQJAR
Y lan, listen to nme. Talora is trying

to make our friendship work. She's
going all out to try and make it
work and | don't need you brushing
it all aside when she does so.

Y' LAN
| do not wish to go to the soci al
exchange. | have made ny views on
the topic clear and thus we will not
at t end.

DAJAR
There you go with that "we" again!
["mgoing. | don't care whether you
are or not.

Y' LAN

I will make it unconfortable for
you.
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DAJAR
You' d do that just to be bitter?
Y' LAN
| enjoy our tine together.
DAJAR
But we spend nothing but tine
together, Y lan! | need to talk to
ot her people as well if I"'mgoing to
understand this.
Y' LAN
But I will still be present.
Beat .
DAJAR
I know. But it's still better then

not hi ng.
They | ook at each other.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
No! You' re not!

Y' LAN

Conmmander Talora invited ne al so.
DQJ AR

She did it to be polite!
Y' LAN

| do not care. | too shall be

at t endi ng.
DQJ AR

Wuld you attend if | did not?
Y' LAN

No.

Doj ar si ghs.

DQJ AR

You are beginning to irritate me.

Y' LAN
How so?

Dojar just |ooks at himfor a second and turns away and begi ns
wor ki ng on sonething else inside the lab. Y lan | ooks at

him disconcerted, but eventually wal ks away and begi ns
wor ki ng on sonet hing el se al so.

There is a pause as they continue to work.
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DQJAR
Tonorrow ni ght, 2100.

Anot her pause.

Y' LAN
| won't be.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI EFI NG ROOM

Al'l of the senior staff (mnus Dojar) are gathered around
the table, with Cross at the head. Al so present is Carter

CRGCSS
And so it's up to us to decide what
to do about it. Do we let M. Carter
here present his report and deny al
involvenment init... or do we inform
Starfleet Intelligence and start an
inquiry into the adm ssion of the
Federation's nost val uabl e new nenber
inthe last thirty years?

CARTER
You can't inform Starfleet.
GREY
Why not ?
CARTER
You just can't! [|I'ma nmenber of the
press, | amgranted certain rights.
CRGCSS

But you brought the story to a
Starfleet officer, therefore it has
to be reported.

CARTER
| brought it to you in confidence!

CRCSS
Not a wi se choice then

Carter sighs.
ELRI S
W could always just let it go. No
one beyond this room knows about it
yet... they don't have to.

CARTER
I"d be willing to live with that.

Elris glares at him
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CRCSS
Unfortunately, | can't. Sonething
like this is serious and | can't
just ook the other way.

ELRI S
It sounds like you' ve already nade
your deci sion.

CRCSS
I know what |'m supposed to do.

ELRI S
Inform Starfleet Intelligence.

Cross nods.

ELRI S ( CONT' D)
Then do what you have to do. Don't
del ay the inevitable.

QUI NLAN
What are you going to say about how
we found out about 1t?

Cross | ooks over at Carter.

CRCSS
Qbviously, | can't say that we found
out through you.
CARTER
Obvi ousl y.
ELRI S
Hold on, why not? | don't understand.
CRCSS
M. Carter found out about the
transactions illegally.
ELRI S

All the nore reason not to tell
Starfl eet then!

CRGCSS
Informng Starfleet isn't open to
di scussi on anynore, you said so
your sel f.

ELRI S
But why are we protecting this...
this rat? Wat has he done for us
t hat deserves our protection?

Cross | ooks at Carter.
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CARTER
Nothing. But journalismis ny life.
You all know that. | can't put that
at risk.

Elris sighs, Cross rubs his hands through his hair.

over at Tal ora.

CRCSS
Any ideas, Conmander?
TALORA
An anonynmous source. |If Starfleet

presses for details informthemthat
t he Gover nnent you obtai ned the
information from does not wish to be
naned.

CRGCSS
Anyone with half a brain cell wll
automatically suspect Ronul us.

TALORA
That does not matter, my governnent
wll deny it and yours will be
sati sfi ed.

Cross nods.

CRCSS
Sounds good.

CARTER
I"d still rather not tell anyone
about it.

QUI NLAN
If you weren't going to report what
you found, why did you start
I nvestigating?

Carter ponders this for a nonent.

CARTER

I woul d have.

(beat)

| don't want you stealing ny fire.
CROSS

I think you need to | eave now, M.

Carter.
CARTER

But . ..

52.

He | ooks

He sees the | ook of resolve on Cross and the rest of the

gat hered crew s faces.
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He | ooks at them especially Elris and sighs.

CARTER ( CONT' D)
|"msorry.

Beat .

Elris looks at himwith a firm resolved expression in her
eyes.

ELRI S

I think you' ve outdone yourself over

this last week, don't you?
Wth that, Carter slowy exits.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- BRI DGE -- CONTI NUOUS
The Briefing Room doors slide open and Carter exits out on
to the Bridge wal king out around the outside of the Bridge
| ooking at the view of Bajor that is currently displayed on
t he vi ewscreen.

He wal ks to the turbolift doors and as he turns around, after
steppi ng inside, the doors close.

CLOSE ON TURBOLI FT DOORS
Match to previous shot.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Still on the turbolift doors, when they open and we pull
back to follow Carter wal king down the enpty corridor

He turns a corner and we watch himenter his quarters.
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CARTER S QUARTERS -- CONTI NUQUS

Carter enters and wal ks over to the bathroom He takes off
his tie and unfastens the top button of his shirt.

He | ooks at his reflection straight in the eyes before
splashing his face with water

He shi vers.

He turns and wal ks through to the bedroom and throws hinself
on his bed.

As we watch the rotation of Bajor outside of his w ndow speeds
up and the systens sun cones around plunging the Enterprise
into light, indicating the passage of tine.

The lights of the quarters cone back up.
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COVPUTER
The tine is 0630 hours.

Carter groans and turns in his bed. He reaches out for a
control pad next to himand a screen opposite the bed
activates.

It takes hima while to come around from sl eep, but Carter's
focus gradually returns and he | ooks at the screen displaying
FNN f oot age.

W notice that it is of the Vedek's grounds, the same grounds
that her and Elris wal ked through earlier in the episode.
There seens to be a lot of activity fromthe | ocal
police/mlitia and a banner is displayed across the bottom
of the screen. It reads:

BODY OF VEDEK NI MELLA ROSAI FOUND ON BAJOR.
On Carter's tired, shocked and saddened face we...

FADE OUT

END OF ACT THREE
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FADE | N:
EXT. SPACE

The Enterprise glides past the canera in orbit of Bajor.

ACT FOUR

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM

Cross is sat working at his desk when the door CHI MES.

The doors slide open and Carter enters.
doing before returning to it, not acknow edgi ng

what he is

CRGCSS
Ent er .

the reporter at all.

Carter seens very eager to talk to Cross,

nervous kind of way, where as Cross seemngly couldn't care

| ess.

CARTER
(awkwar dl y)
May | speak to you, Captain?

CRCSS
"' mworking on a speech for the
Vedek's menorial service, so |I'd
rather you didn't interrupt ne.

CARTER
It would only take a m nute.

Cross sighs.

CRGCSS
A m nut e.

Carter nods.

CARTER
| wanted to thank you.

CRCSS
What for?

CARTER
For recommending that ny invol venment
inall of this was not drawn to the
attention of the general public.

Cross stops working and | ooks up at him

in an uneasy,

55.

Cross | ooks up from
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CARTER ( CONT' D)

At | east sonething has... turned out
for the best out of a very... bad
situation.

A beat as Cross sits | ooking at him

CRGCSS
Excuse nme?
Beat .
CARTER
(awkwar dl y)

I... | said thank you, Sir.

From here until the end of the scene Cross gets nore and
nore worked up until he is struggling very hard to control
his rage.

CRCSS
| know what you said | just can't
believe that you're saying it.

CARTER
| don't understand.

CRCSS
The universe isn't all about you.
Soneone di ed today because of your
actions, someone who happened to be
very close to nyself and Doctor Elris.
And the first thing that you say to
me is that your grateful that your
careers still intact? Do you think
that | give a damm about whet her
your career had reached an all tine
high or has... blow itself a hole
in the deepest m ne on Andor?
couldn't give a dam, Carter, not
now, not ever. Now get out of ny
si ght.

CARTER
I wasn't suggesting that...

CRCSS
(furious)
You're excused, M. Carter

Carter sighs and turns his back to | eave.
CARTER

(as he exits)
I'"mvery sorry on your | oss.
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Cross | ooks up at himleaving through the door and sighs,
before getting back to work.

CUT TO
| NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC DECK
Start off on the doors to the Rec Deck to see Quinlan enter.

She | ooks over to see Elris sitting opposite the huge w ndows,
and wal ks over to her.

QUI NLAN
Hey.
ELRI S
Hey.
QUI NLAN
I'"msorry about the Vedek.
ELRI S
Thank you.
QUI NLAN
| hope that there's no bad bl ood
bet ween us.
ELRI S
Way woul d there be bad bl ood?
QUI NLAN
| hel ped Carter...

(sighs)
..."dig up the dirt" on her. He
asked me to help himand | didn't
real ly know what | was getting nyself
into until it was too |ate.

ELRI S
You didn't have to tell ne that.

QUI NLAN
| know. But | feel like I'm
responsi ble. That | killed her.

Elris visibly holds herself back (towards what Carter has
done) during the follow ng piece of dialogue.

ELRI S
But you didn't kill her. Neither
did Carter. | hate himfor what he

did to her, | hope that he hol ds
himsel f entirely responsible for

what happened but it wasn't his fault.
And Ni nel | a woul d have been the first
person to have said that. | have to
respect that.
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She si ghs.

QUI NLAN
But what about you?

ELRI S
I want himto | eave.

ELRI' S (CONT' D)
I was thinking. He's nothing nore
than a glorified hologramreally, is
he? | nmean, what does he actually
do for the crew?

QUI NLAN
Not hi ng.

ELRI S

Exactly. Al that matters to himis
his next story and he doesn't care
what |engths he has to go to to get
it.

(beat)
How can anyone live |like that, Jen?
W' ve dedicated our lives to hel ping
peopl e, and he's dedicated his to
maki ng dirt out of them

She sighs and stands to | eave.

As Elris exits,
| evel where Talora, Dojar and Y'lan are al

t he upper

ELRI S (CONT' D)
"Il see you later

QUI NLAN
Yeah.

Quinlan sighs and | ook over to a table on
seat ed.

58.

The canera pans up to where an awkward conversation is place

as Tal ora

and Dojar eat, while Y'|lan watches.

TALORA
How s the Hegenony, Y'lan?
Y' LAN
It has returned to a form of
normality.
DQJAR
But only just.
TALORA
| see.
(beat)

They went off in quite a hurry after
the portal was destroyed.
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Y' LAN
Can you pl ace bl anme on thenf

TALORA
Not really.

There is a long pause. Dojar |ooks at Y lan for a nonent.

Y' LAN
Wul d you Iike another drink,
Commander ?

Tal ora | ooks at her glass, it is only three-quarters enpty.

TALORA
This wll suffice. |'mon duty in
two hours.

Doj ar | ooks at Y'lan again.

Y' LAN
| insist. The sane drink once nore?

She | ooks over at Dojar who nods.

TALORA
Pl ease.

Y' Il an wal ks off down the stairs |eaving Tal ora and Doj ar
al one together.

DAJAR
Thank you for suggesting this, Talora.
It's been good to talk to you again.

TALORA
And you al so.
DQJ AR
But... | still nmeant what | said

before. This... thing with Y'Ilan.

| don't understand it and | just

feel this... need for himto be here
right now And | don't know how
long it's going to | ast.

TALORA
| under st and.

Doj ar | ooks as though he is about to say "No you don't," but
hol ds back.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
But, | hope that we can still continue
our friendship. | mss you, Gil.

( MORE)
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TALORA ( CONT' D)
I don't want to just let everything
we' ve had together go because of
this. Please tell me what we can
still be friends.

DQJAR
OF course.
(pause)
I know that Y'lan's presence is...
sonmewhat awkward. But |'m sure we
can still continue what we had before.

Tal ora half sm | es.

He sml es.

There is a pause as Tal ora | ooks at Dojar, before:

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
It would not be the sane if you did

not continue to fulfill that role in
ny life.
Tal ora | ooks uneasy.
TALORA
What are... the full inplications of

your mind link with Y |an?

DQJAR
You' ve noticed the changes in ny
speech patterns?

TALORA
| have.

DQJAR
Like | said, | hope that it's only
tenporary. But then, | don't. |
feel the link, Talora, | feel al
t he knowl edge and all the power that's
on offer to nme and it's amazing. |
feel Ylan, | feel the Qtam and
they' re such an extraordi nary people --
| feel so privileged to be a part of
that, and I don't want it to stop.
Maybe it will, maybe it won't. |
don't know.

TALORA
| see.
(beat)
It has been good to speak to you
agai n.

She stands to | eave.

60.
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DAJAR
| thought you said that you weren't
on duty for another two hours?

TALORA
| have work to do.

Doj ar | ooks at her doubtfully.

DQJAR
Al right. | hope we can do this
agai n. Soon.

TALORA
Soon.

She nods before exiting as Y lan returns with the drinks.

Y' LAN
I s Conmander Tal ora not remaining?

DAJAR
No. She's got work.

Y' LAN
And | have just bought drinks. How
unfortunate.
(beat)
Then we can return to ny |aboratory.

DAJAR
Not just yet. | want to stay here.
Look at the stars.

Y' LAN
| wish to return. You can | ook at
the stars upon our arrival.

DAJAR

Then do so. |'mgoing to stay here.
Y' LAN

Not until you wish to return al so.
DAJAR

Dammt, Y'lan, just go! I'll see

you back there!

Y' lan |l ooks at himfor a second before exiting through the
doors on the upper |evel.

Doj ar stands up and wal ks down the stairs |ooking through

t he wi ndow as he does so. He stops approximately three
quarters of the way down the stairs and continues staring
into space. He sees Carter on the |ower |evel, also |ooking
out. He walks over to him
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DQJAR ( CONT' D)
If it isn't the man of the hour.

CARTER
Not funny.

DQJAR
(half to hinself)
Must be the mnd |ink.

CARTER
VWhat ?

DQJAR
Not hi ng, nothing. How are you
feeling?

CARTER
Not so good.

DAJAR
Your own self interest appears to be
relatively intact and you don't seem
to care for nuch else. Wy aren't

you happy?
CARTER
This little thing called guilt.
DAJAR
Apart fromthat?
CARTER
Not hi ng.
DAJAR

But guilt doesn't nean anyt hing.

Al'l actions past, present and future
are unchangeabl e -- what you feel

for them nust be not hing.

Carter |ooks confused.

CARTER
You sound |ike Y'Ian.
DQJAR
Per haps. But consider, | had

effectively put ny relationship with
Commander Tal ora on hold due to ny
current circunstance. She invited
me to dinner to renew our friendship
and | initially refused -- if it had
not been intended for nme to renew ny
friendship with the Conmander that,
woul d not have happened, but | have,
( MORE)
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Doj ar turns and wal ks away,

space.

DQJAR ( CONT' D)
and our actions have drawn to a
sati sfying concl usion.

CARTER
How does that relate to ne, at all?

DAJAR
Sonetinmes you just have to | ook beyond
yourself and to the actions that are
form ng around you because a | ot of
the time, your consciousness puts up
saf equards to prevent you from finding
the action, that while risk heavy in
the short term is the nost worthwhile
inthe long term

CARTER
For the greater good?
DAJAR
O for the lesser good. It depends

whi ch way you look at it.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Carter wal ks down a corridor and towards Sickbay.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- SI CKBAY -- CONTI NUOUS

The doors part and he sees Elris working inside.
steps in and stands and watches her as she turns around.

ELRI S
What the hell are you doing here?

CARTER
| came to talk.

ELRI S
Wiy would | want to talk to you?

CARTER
Because | feel as bad as you do right
now.

ELRI S
Shoul dn't you be feeling a | ot worse?

CARTER
Wy ?

63.

| eaving Carter |ooking out into

CUT TO

He quietly
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ELRI S
Ch, | don't know, those little pangs
of guilt that any normal humanoid
shoul d feel.
CARTER
| feel that.
ELRI S
My God, there is a soul in there
after all.
Carter sighs.
CARTER
I want to neke it go away.
ELRI S
If only it were that sinple.
CARTER
I want to dedicate ny next program
to her.
ELRI S
No way.
CARTER
What ?
ELRI S

| said no way! There's no way she's
bei ng conmenorated in a Carter
I nvesti gat es.

CARTER
| want to do something to renenber
her by.

ELRI S

Then go and give sone noney to sone
Baj oran or phans or sonething, |
couldn't care |ess.

CARTER
What ever, but I'mgoing to do this
with or without your help.

Elris stops for a mnute.

ELRI S
What did you say?

CARTER
Wth or without your help. You could
help me nake it the nenorial you
want it to be.
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ELRI S
And no doubt your biggest audience
since the show started.

CARTER
Per haps.

Elris gives hima | ook

CARTER ( CONT' D)
(unsure of hinself)
But that... doesn't matter?

Elris nods.

ELRI S
I'"mgoing to [ay down sone ground
rules for this program and if they're
not followed I mght just ask
Li eutenant Grey to make sone | ast
mnute repairs to the subspace
conmuni cations array -- and its backup --
so listen up

CARTER
Right. Listening.

ELRI S
One, you honor the Vedek's nenory
with a touching tribute that wll
make the peopl e of Bajor
overwhel m ngly proud of her. Two,
you wi Il not cash in on having the
final interview w th her, and three,
you will not nention anything what
you heard about the referendum
because if you do, you won't be
welcone in this systemfor a | ong
time to cone. And Captain Cross
tells me he hasn't got any plans to
| eave it for quite sonme tinme. Got
me?

CARTER
(confidently)
I wouldn't worry.

ELRI S
Good. So when do we start?

CUT TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CARTER S QUARTERS
The quarters are darkened as the doors opposite us part,

letting in a narrow shaft of light inside of which a
sil houette nmakes its way forward.
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It heads towards the termnal and activates it, the |ight
illumnates the sil houettes face and we see that it is Carter.

He begins to organi ze his equi pnent before calling up the
title card for the next Carter Investigates. As we watch
himwork, a subtitle appears beneath it:

THE CASE OF THE VEDEK' S LOST ROBES
W let this hang for a nonent before..
DI SSOLVE TO
SEQ MONTAGE

W see clips fromthe interviewwth the Vedek, portraying
her as a kind, warm hearted person whose political ideas
were never in her own interest, but in the interest of her
peopl e.

Fol lowing this, we see sone footage of Carter explaining how
he got involved in the Vedek's story and how it devel oped
into sonething that quickly spun out of control

Fol lowing this, we see the inmages we sat at the end of Act
Three of the beauty spot the Vedek's body was found at. W
cut between this and a gradual closing in on Carter's eyes.

DI SSCLVE TO;
EXT. SPACE
The Enterprise in orbit of Bajor.
Capti on:
THREE DAYS LATER
CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC DECK
The | ounge doors open and Boyle and Carter enter. |It's quite
full in anticipation of the new program
BOYLE

Looks |ike a good turn out.

Carter nods. He |ooks around and sees various crew nmenbers

tal king, but the main cast appear divided. Cross, Elris and
Quinlan all sit alone, while Talora, Dojar and Y' lan all sit
tal ki ng near the w ndows.

W pull out to see that everything is happening around Carter,
| eaving a | arge space around himin a perfect circle. Even
Boyl e has noved away fromhim and he is al one.
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W pull out and up and see that the |ounge is packed full,
except for the space around Carter, which is deserted until
everyone begins to close in on him getting closer and cl oser
as though no one realizes he is there. ddoser and closer

they get to himbefore they all begin to crush himand as he
screans for themto get away and unsuccessfully attenpts to
push them away from himthey keep on getting closer and cl oser
until. ..

SMASH CUT TGO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CARTER S QUARTERS

...Carter suddenly JOLTS AWAKE. He takes a breath and | ooks
around him W pull out to see that he is wearing a suit
and laid on a sofa. Boyle stands over him

BOYLE
You ready?

CARTER
Yeah. Sure.

He stands up and straightens his suit before exiting, Boyle
by his side.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Carter and Boyle wal k down a corridor, Carter in a full suit,
Boyle in smart civilian garb.

BOYLE
You don't have to worry about
anything. You nmade the right choice.

CARTER
That's a great confort comng from
you.
BOYLE
Ch, thanks.
CARTER
(sighs)
| nmean... | appreciate the
sentinment. ..
BOYLE
No you don't.
CARTER

Because | don't feel that way. |
just want to get this story out of
the way and nove on to sonething
el se.
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BOYLE
| thought you said that you felt
attached to it?

CARTER
Not in a good way.

Boyl e nods as they reach the entrance to the Rec Deck and
enter.

I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC DECK -- CONTI NUOUS

They enter, and like in his dreamthere is quite a crowd
gat her ed.

BOYLE
Looks |ike a good turn out.
Beat .
CARTER
Stay close to ne.
BOYLE
What do you nean?
CARTER
Just... don't wal k away.
BOYLE
(confused)

Ckay. . .

They wal k towards a free table in the center of the room
seei ng various crewrenbers as they pass who acknow edge their
presence.

Not ably absent are all of the main cast -- wth the exception
of Elris, who lingers in the background, watching Carter and
Boyl e enter.

They finally reach the table and take a seat.

BOYLE ( CONT' D)
How are you feeling?

CARTER
W ong.

BOYLE
W ong?

CARTER
Yeah.

He | ooks |i ke he may be about to say nore, before he sees
El ri s approachi ng from behi nd Boyl e.
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Elris smles sardonically upon seeing him

ELRI S
Mnd if | take a seat?

She doesn't wait for a reply and takes a seat from an adj acent
table and seats herself.

BOYLE
Yes, actually.

ELRI S
| didn't ask you

She | ooks over at Carter who is sweating slightly.

ELRI S (CONT' D)
How are you doi ng?

CARTER
| don't know.

ELRI S
Did you send the progranf

CARTER
O course | did.

ELRI S
So what's wong?

He | ooks up at her.

CARTER
(angry)
How the hell am | supposed to know?
| don't have a clue what's going on
or how I'm supposed to feel, so just
do us all a favor and | eave ne al one

w il you?
(beat)
If you'd excuse ne, | think I'd prefer

to watch this edition al one.

He stands and | eaves |leaving Elris and Boyl e sat together,
bot h | ooki ng awkward and conf used.

BOYLE
He gets |ike that when he's stressed.
(beat)
Do you think you could give him
anything to relieve it? ...Actually,

to hell with that, whatever you'd
have given him give it to nme... |
have to live with him
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ELRI S
Cone to Sickbay around 2100, I'm
sure | can stir up ny deadli est
poi son.

Boyl e gives her a sarcastic | ook, before the |lights di mdown
and we hear the drumroll that is the signature of the
Federati on News Network as the volune is cranked up.

ANNOUNCER
Good evening, and wel cone to the
Federati on News Network! Tonight's
"Carter Investigates" has been
replaced by "Vulcan N ghts," an
investigation into the aftereffects
of Wul can nassages.

Ceneral confusion sets in as the crew | ook at each ot her,
wondering what is going on.

Boyle and Elris | ook at each other, confused.
CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CARTER S QUARTERS
Carter |ooks on in shock and as the announcenent continues...
ANNOUNCER

Carter Investigates will rejoin us

later in the year after a short

hi at us.
...He hits sone controls on his termnal. A grunpy, old
| ooki ng man who stares Carter square in the eyes repl aces
t he opening credits of "Vulcan N ghts."

Hi s moustache twitches fromtine to tinme as he speaks, when
it appears obvious that he is hol ding sonething back.

PRODUCER
Ah, Lewis. | was expecting your
call.
CARTER
(furious)

| bet you were!
The Producer seens unfazed by Carter's outburst.

PRODUCER
What can | do for you?

CARTER
Isn't that obvious?
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Pause.

PRODUCER
Not to ne.

CARTER
Maybe we could start with an
expl anati on?

PRODUCER
Ah, well, you see Lewis, your prograns
are always controversial. Wo can

forget the "My Son's a Klingon-Tribble
Hybri d" special ? Happy days, ny
friend!

(beat)
But... this programwas just a little
too controversial, ny friend. There
are... people in high places who are
bi g supporters of the FNN who woul d
be extrenely upset if what you wote
got into the public domain. Thus,
we coul d not use your l|atest article.

CARTER
Wiy didn't you tell ne?

PRODUCER
Because we didn't have to.

CARTER
You can't do this to ne!
(beat)
It's ny life.
PRODUCER

You need to understand, Lewis, this
isn't about you. This was never
about you. There are bigger things
at stake then your career.

CARTER
Li ke what ?

The producer |ooks at him cynically.

PRODUCER
| don't know. But we can't show t he
program

CARTER
| was put on this ship for a reason
damm t! Wsat good am | doing here
if you' re not show ng what's
happeni ng?

71.
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PRODUCER
You're not. We'll be in touch.

CARTER
But. ..

But it is too late, the screen has gone bl ank.

CARTER ( CONT' D)
...what am | supposed to do now?

He | ooks at his reflection in the screen.
CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- READY ROOM

Cross and Talora sit chatting on the couches opposite Cross's
desk.

TALORA
And he would like to do it again.
Soon.

CROSS

He said that?

Tal ora nods.

TALORA
| don't think that things will ever
be the sane between us... and |

believe that I amonly just beginning
to realize that. That | have been
del udi ng nysel f.

CRGCSS
Don't worry about it. Anyway, Dojar
doesn't seemto think so.

TALORA
I ndeed. But the situation is
unconfortable for ne.
(beat)
Dojar is not the only person who
needs the space under these new
ci rcunst ances.

Cross sml es.

TALORA ( CONT' D)
Doctor Elris warned ne that | could
be maki ng things worse for nyself by
pursuing matters between us.
(pause)
| believe that | have done so.
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CRCSS

Wait and see, Commander... Wait and
see.

Tal ora raises an intrigued eyebrow and | ooks out of the
wi ndows into space..

The door chi nes.

CROSS ( CONT' D)
This will be Doctor Elris. Ent er.

The doors part and Elris enters.

CRCOSS ( CONT' D)
Doctor, I'"mglad you could join us.

ELRI S
Is this about Carter?

She wal ks in and seats herself.

CRCSS
Most | y.

ELRI S
| take it you' ve seen that his program
was pul | ed?

CRGCSS
Probably for the best.

ELRI S
On any ot her occasi on.

CRGCSS
What do you nean?

ELRI S
The programthat he nmade. It was
about the Vedek. But it wasn't
insulting and it didn"t... pull her
to pieces. It showed her how she
was. And they pulled it. It was
the type of program he should be
maki ng.

CRGCSS

That's... different.

ELRI S
Maybe you shoul d ask himfor a copy?

CRCSS
Maybe | will.

73.
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ELRI S
Anyway... what did you call about?

Cross nods over towards Tal ora.

CRCSS
Commander ?

TALORA
Earlier this evening we received a
report fromStarfleet Intelligence.
They have conpleted their initial
i nvestigation.

Elris |ooks at Cross, |ooking straight into his eyes.

ELRI S
It wasn't rigged, was it?

Cross shakes hi s head.

TALORA
The report indicates that the noney
was genuinely used to help the Bajoran
peopl e.

Elris |ooks at her blankly for a second, before turning to
Cross.

At this point Elris begins to weep, and from here on down
she begins to break down until her eyes are red fromtears.

ELRI S
| don't understand. How can this be
happeni ng?

CROSS
As far as Intelligence can tell, no

one was bribed and all of the votes
are accounted for. There's nothing
to suggest that the...

ELRI' S
I know, | get that!
(beat)
But... if that didn't happen... why

did she have to die? Wy did she do

what she did, why didn't she deny
it?

CRCSS
W don't know.

ELRI S
She took her life for nothing!
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CROSS
Hey, hey, it's okay.

He hol ds her as she weeps and indicates for Talora to | eave
the room she does so.

ELRI S
It's not okay, Neil! Nothing is
okay! This planet... I... ever since

| came back to it, nothing has been
okay! The Qtam, being stabbed and
now this! Wat's wong with ne,
Neil? 1'mcausing all this! Wat's
wrong?
He | ooks out towards Bajor as he continues to hold her.

CRGCSS
W'l find out what happened. |
proni se
Fromthis we...
DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CORRI DOR

Elris wal ks around the corner of a corridor, her eyes red
fromtears. She |ooks as though she is in quite a state.

REVERSE ANGLE

Carter exits his quarters and wal ks down the corridor, his
head down. He seens lost in his thoughts and al nost m sses
Elris passing himin the corridor.

He does not appear to have taken any notice of her tears.

CARTER
Hel | o.
ELRI S
(quietly)
Hey.

Carter finally notices that Elris has tears in her eyes.

CARTER
You' ve been crying.
ELRI S
(sarcastically)
Alittle.
CARTER

Are you all right?
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ELRI S
(hal f | aughs)
Not really.
(pause)
You know what? | just realized
sonething. | was starting to believe
it.
CARTER

Beat .

Bel i eve what ?

ELRI S
(di sbel i evi ng)
Everything that you said. That the
referendum was rigged, that Ninella
was responsible... | was starting to
believe it.

CARTER
Believe it. My program got cancel ed
because of what was in that report.

ELRI S
Not anynor e.
CARTER
Why not ?
ELRI S
You're going to find out sooner or
later -- Starfleet Intelligence

conpleted their initial investigation.

The voting wasn't rigged. There was
no bri bery.

CARTER

What ?
ELRI S

None of what you reported was true.
CARTER

But... that's inpossible. | was

cancel ed for not hing!

ELRI S
(shouts)
She di ed for nothing!

ELRI S (CONT' D)
You haven't changed at all, have

you?
( MORE)

76.
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ELRI S (CONT' D)
Just when | was starting to think
t hat you m ght change, and that you
m ght take a | ook around you... |'ve
never |iked you, Lewi s, but now
know why no one el se does either.
had some hope for you. You obviously
didn't deserve it.

CARTER
| have changed!

ELRI S
No you haven't! You're just you.
That's it. Everyone else is the
worl d around them You can't
understand that. And you never wll.

Carter | ooks at her, distressed.

CARTER
But my | ast program..
ELRI S
| appreciate it... but in the end,
you killed her and you have to live
wth that.
(beat)

| hope you die trying.

As she | eaves we watch as Carter turns around and heads in
t he opposite direction.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- REC DECK

Carter enters and wal ks over towards the giant w ndows,
currently | ooking out towards the surface of Bajor, and
wat ches as a shuttle descends to the surface.

The canera closes in on him as the |last traces of sunlight

di sappear behind the planet and the room i medi ately adj acent
to the wi ndow grows dark, leaving us only with the sil houette
of Carter on the screen.

CUT TO
I NT. ENTERPRI SE -- CARTER S QUARTERS

We watch Carter walk over to his bed and | ooks at the screen
on the opposite wall.

He wal ks over to his termnal and | ooks at his canera which
sits on the desk, peaceful, inaninate.
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He picks it up, the sane canmera he filmed the interview with
the Vedek with, and |looks at it for a second, before throw ng
it with an uncontrollable rage at the screen.

It cracks as the broken camera sends sparks flying into the
air as Carter crashes on to his bed.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FOUR

THE END
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